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INTRODUCTION. 


Ik the second volume of the Marquess Wellesley’s Official 
Papers, it appears that his Lordship had tendered his resig- 
nation of the office of Governor-General to the Court of 
Directors. The motives of that resignation are explained in 
the letter of the Governor-General to the Right Honourable 
Henry Addington (then first Lord of the Treasury, &c.), 
dated 10th of January 1802, an extract of which letter is 
here published. To that document is annexed the letter of 
the Court of Directors, requesting his Lordship to continue 
in the government of India until January 1804. To these 
letters are added extracts from the Governor-General’s 
Notes relative to the late transactions in the Mahratta Empire, 
dated Fort William, December 16th, 1803. These extracts 
will serve to illustrate the nature of the constitution of the 
Mahratta Empire, and to explain more fully the subject of 
this volume. 

The first letter in the series of despatches published in this 
volume signifies to the Court of Directors that the Marquess 
Wellesley had deemed it to be his public duty to continue in 
India beyond the period fixed by his original letter of resig- 
nation, in consequence of the state of afiTairs in the Mahratta 
Empire. 

The subsequent documents contain a detailed relation of 
o^ransactions with the Mahratta States, and of the causes, 
>mmencement, progress, and issue of the war, down to the 
eace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 
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(Extract,) 

)t ’ arqum Welkdey to the Right Jflonoumhlr Henry Addington, 

Ajv DjvAR Sm, Cawnporc, Jan, 10, 1802» 

It' iny despatch to the Court of “Directors notifyinjsf my resignation of 
government, I have a'^signed no other cuises for that step than the 
nccessful accomplishment of the most Cbseiitiul !)ranche8 of my general 
plans for the security of this hhnpii’c, the general prosperity of the exist- 
ing state of otir atfairs in India, and my expectation of completing in the 
<‘ourse of the current year as gieat a proportion of improvement in various 
departments of the Company’s adairs in India, as I could hope to accom- 
plish within u! y period of time to which my government could be reasonably 
protracted. I am however aware that considerable public benefit might 
be expected in India from the continued operation of the established au- 
thority of my administinition until the end of the year 1803, or until a 
ponce with France shall take place ; and I am not insensible of the advan- 
tage which might be derived to my public character by such an extension 
of my residence in India, us should tmabic me to bring into more imme- 
diate profit to the (Jompany the fruits of my services. But my continuance 
in India is precluded by powerful causes ; and my administration is brought 
to a premature coudusion by the authority most interested in its 
extension, 

A due (‘onhideration of the i elation in which I stand Uwvards the Court 
of Directors, as a Hcrvant of the ISast India (Jompiiuy, and a sense of the 
propriety of observing a submihhive and respectful deportment in all my 
otlicial comnumicatious with the Court, have imhuvd me to abstain from 
'iny oflidul record of the leul ami (dlicient cuum's of my nsignutiou. 

These causes arc reducible to the three following gcneial points * — 

First. — That the Court of Directors has manife^ed a want of confidence 
in my administratiou of their uflulrs 

Secomlly, — ^lliat the (Jonri of l)ire<‘loih has nvcntly been pleusetl to 
interfere <lireetly in several of the mo^it important iletails of tin' hical exe- 
cutive government of India, m thedihmisMon of peisons employedwith my 
full confnlenee and approbation for the oidinary despali'h of business, and 
in the selection of others, in whom I cannot tHmfnh', and whose appoint- 
ment is entirely contrary to my judgment 5 and that tlic (kmrt has plainly 
disclosed an intention of pursuing a similar systi'm of direct interposition 
in the future local government of these possessions, ami hi the choice o) 
peumns to he employed in the subordinate executive departments of thii 
Empire. 

Thirdly — ^That the Court of Directors has positively disapproved 
rious measures of my administration, which I have adopted as being exj^: 
client in the ordinary course of business, or as being I'ssentially necestar 
to the dignity, prosperity, mui security of this Empire s and that the Coi 
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has withholden its sanction from other branches of my administration of 
the hip:hest importance in my estimation, under circumstances which have 
furnished me with every reason to expect the orders of the Court for the 
demolition of institutions and arrangements, which, in my conscientious 
judgment, can neither be demolished nor altered without imminent hazard 
to the interests of Great Britain in India. 

The several acts and proceedings of the Court referable to these general 
heads have been communicated to me cither within the course of the last 
year, or since the danger from the combination formed against the British 
Empire in India in 1798 has been eflfectually removed by the success of the 
war in hlysore 

For some time past I have perceived the symptoms of an unfavourable 
disposition arising in the Court of Directors towards the general bystem of 
my administration ; and private reports and rumours, through authentic 
channels, have confirmed the opinions which I had formed. But a strong 
sense of public duty and of gratitude has induced me to remain at my post 
under much vexation and disgust, until the most recent despatches from 
the (Joint to this government, added to those proceedings which have com- 
pelled Lord Clive to resign his charge, convinced me, that I could not re- 
tain mine with any prospect of private honour, or of public advantage, 
unksss the Court should be pleasetl to rchtore to me the advantage of its 
c oufulenee and support in the most formal and unequivocal terms, and in 
the most public nuinucr j and unless the (^ourt should also afford me a sa- 
tisfactory ns-^urance of its intention to revive and confirm in my hands the 
exercise of tho>e powers which arc indispensably requisite to enable me to 
conduct this arduous government. 

Any person acquainted with the tenor of the despatches from the Court 
of Directors and from the Secret Committee to India during the last 
eighteen months, will retidily uuti<*ipate the paiticular orders to which I 
have referred in the pieceiiing general statement , but as it may be neces- 
sary for your information to enter into a more special detail, I will state 
the particular orders to which my objections apply. 

First,— A peremptory order to reduce the military s’trength of this Em- 
pire, particularly in the peninsula of India , the augmentation of which 
strength had been made under my express authority, after the fullest deli- 
beration, and after consulting all the most experienced officers in India. 

The principle of these augmentationa of the army is directly condemned 
by the Court, the euei cased force is stated to be unnecessary, and to have 
been raised in an objectionable mode, and no option is leh to my discre- 
tion with regard to the reductions enjoined. 

This order cannot admit of any othci construction than that the Court 
of Directors has judged me to have been either ignorant of the extent of 
the force necessary for the preservation of the empire founded in the Pe- 
ninsula in the year 1799, or to have negligently or wickedly eucreased the 
army at Madras and Bomb«iy without an adequate necessity. 
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Tlie pemiiptoiy oiderb for the immediale redacdou of the force actuuHy 
cxistini^ ifti the Petuijsula, vebts no discretionary power in me, and makes 
no provision for local exigencies or contingent events* It is therefore 
u manifest declaration, that the Court reposes as little confidence in my 
present judgment respecting the means of maintaining the British Empire 
in the Peninsula, as in my original opinion on that most essential branch 
of my administration. 

The order also subjects me to an nnwarrantable and unjust degree of 
responsibility j it leaves me no option between positive disobedience and 
the execution of measures which must produce the immediate ruin of many 
of the most valuable interests of this Empire, and must expose the whole 
to hazard. 

When this order arrived in India the state of affairs in the east (combined 
with the demands for military force for the invasion of Egypt, and 
with other pressing exigencies connected with the French war), reduced 
me to the absolute necessity of incurring the hazard of positive disohe-* 
diencclo the command of the Court. For I could not, without a second 
reference to Europe, proceed to such a desperate step as the cvactiatuui 
of all our conquests and acquisitions in the Peninsula ; leaving Mysore, 
the Deccan, Goa, and Canara, to be the prey of rebellion or invasion. I 
have therefore suspended the order for the reduction of the army 5 hut I 
feel the terms in which that order is expressed, the neglect or censure 
of my opinions on so Important a question, and the restraints imposed on 
the exercise of my discretion, to amount to a plain manifestuti<m that the 
Court of Directors has been pleased to adjudge me to he incompetent to 
preserve the Empire which my services have contributed to acquire, 

I must further remark, that the principal ground stated for the reduction 
of the army, is also an undeniable proof of the real sentiments of the (Jourt 
respecting my capacity to serve my country iti India, 

If the Court had been pleased to repose such a degree of reliance in my 
discretion as to have given me credit for providing new resources to meet 
the charges of the augmented force, objections on the ground of economy 
would not have been prematurely urged against the indispensably neces- 
sary augmentations which I had ordered. The period of time is not, I 
trust, remote, when it will appear that I have effectually provided by va- 
rious arrangements for the charges of every augmentation which I Imve 
ordered. In Bengal I shall be able to effect a great reduction of the ex- 
pence of the army chargeable to the Company j and in the other presi- 
dencies I shall at least provide means of defraying every additional charge 
by additional rebources. 

The Court of Directors however has given me no credit for any such 
system, plainly indicating in this instance, as in many othWs, that the 
nature of my incessant exertion for the security and prosperity of these 
possessions is least appreciated by those who ought to feel It with most 
seusibility, and to understaud it with most accuracy and judgment, 
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Secondly —Peremptory orders for the reduction of various salaries and 
allowances which I ^»ranted at Fort St. George at the close of the war, and 
of other salaries ami allowances granted by me, or with my sanction, 
since that time. These orders imply a distrust either of the judgment or 
integrity i>f the arrangennents which they rescinded ; and here I cannot for- 
bear to remark the disrespectful terms of censure and suspicion in which 
many of these onlers are expressed. If the Court had been pleased to deem 
me guilty of improvidence or irregularity in the appointment of salaries 
and rewards for public service^ rendeied to the government in India, the 
same judgment which pronounced my condemnation ought to have awarded 
my punishment, and to have removed me from my station. But the vexa- 
tious reduction of allowances sanctioned by my authority weakens my 
power, and casts reflections on my character, without producing the salu- 
tary example of a weak or corrupt Governor-General dismissed for weak- 
ness or corruption. A most offensive instance of the conduct of the Court 
under this head is the order for reducing the allowance originally granted 
by the government <jf Fort St. George to Colonel Wellesley, for the pur- 
pose of defraying the charges of his arduous and extensive command in 
Mysore, 

This allowance, it is true may be considered to have been a branch of the 
ordinary detail of that government 5 in which it is known that I do not in- 
terfere excepting in cases of peculiar exigency. It cannot, however, have 
l)cen reasonably supposed, that in the case of an allowance granted to my 
brother, I sliould not have exercised my judgment, although I have rcconled 
no opinion on the 8ul>jcct. Can the Court of Directors suppose that I am 
capable of permitting the government of Fort St. George to grant an ex- 
travagant allowance to my brother ? and that my brother is capable of 
accepting such an allowance ? If such be the opinion of the Court, it ought 
to remove Colonel Wellesley from his command, and me from my govern- 
ment. The fact is, that the allowance is scarcely equal to the unavoidable 
expcncea of Colonel Wellesley^s situation, which is known to be of a very 
peculiar nature, involving the necessity of a great establishment, and of 
other charges requisite for the maintenance of oui interest in that recently 
conquered kingdom. Probably that excellent ofheer (whose high and noble 
spirit of integrity cun only be equalled by his valour and military skill) will 
tspurn the indignity offered to himself and to his family by this act of unwar- 
rantable suspicion, and will resign in disgust the command which he has 
exercised with such distinguished honour and advantage to his country, 
and with the affection and admiration of the whole civil and military service 
on the coast, of the icigning family of Mysore, of the unfortunate family 
and nobility of the late Sultan, and of every class of our subjects in that 
country. 

It cannot he denied that the Court, by reducing the established allow- 
ances of Colonel Welle!»lcy, has offered me the most direct, marked and 
disgusting personal indigniT^ which could be devised. The effect of thi<i 
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order must be to iueulcate an opinion, that I have sutfered my brother to 
derive emoluments beyond the limits of justice and propriety ; and that I 
have exhibited an example of profusion and extravagance in an allowance 
granted to my nearest connection. 1 have already stated that the ground 
of the order is as unjust and unwarranted in point of fact as its operation 
is calculated to be injurious and humiliating to my reputation and honour. 
If the Court of Directors really was of opinion that Colonel Wellesley^'s 
allowances were too high, the respectful and decorous course would have 
been to have referred the question to my consideration ; nor can it be 
imagined that the Court would have omitted so indispensable a precaution 
of delicacy and justice, unless the Court acted under a strong sense of dis- 
pleasure and discontent at the general tenor of my administration, and 
under the influence of an unconquerable jealousy of my intentions. 

The salary of the Advocate-General of Bengal was encreased by me for 
reasons of irresistible justice. The Court of Directors sanctioned the en- 
crease. But even the confirmation of my measures in this instance is made 
the channel of conveying suspicion and obloquy against my character. The 
Court accompanies its sanction of the cncrcase of Mr. Burrough's salary by 
a disrespectful censure of the measure, and by a positive prohibitory com- 
mand, enjoining me never to make any augmentation whatever of any 
salary without the previous consent of the Court of DircctorH What is 
this prohibition, or what is this censure, but another utKiwalifunl declara- 
tion of confidence withdrawn, and of the most jealous suspicion ? If I am 
unfit to be entrusted with the power of augmenting salaries in cases where 
I may deem such an augmentation necessary or expedient, I am iupially 
unfit for any branch of trust ivhich I hold. The iiiif<ir<mce which I draw 
from this act of the Court, Is greatly strengthened by the reflection that 
the particular case required no censure, since the augmentation of Mr. 
Burroughses salary is actually approved and confirmed. It may not be 
useless to add, that I have actually reduced the charges ()f the civil esta- 
blidiment in Bengal since my administration, although at the time of iny 
departure from England, they were supposed to have been reduced to the 
lowest possible scale. It may also be remarked, that in the case of the 
augmentation of the salary of the private sexTetary (although the neces- 
sity of the augmentation was evident), I would not take any step until the 
Court of Directors ordered me to do so ; because my brother ivas my 
private secretary, and I thought it indelicate to add to his salary, even in 
the most evident case of propriety, without the previous order of the Court j 
1'he Court therefore had no just ground to warrant a prohibition, which 
argues such diffidence of my judgment or integrity. 

Thirdly,— Repeated instances of orders to the subordinate Presidencies 
of Fort St, George and of Bombay, directing those governments to cUrrJr 
certain measures into eifcct, notwithstanding any orders of a contrary ten- 
dency, actually received, or which might be received, at either Presidency 
from the Governor-Geueral in Council. 
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The necessary result of such an injunction from the Couit is to destroy 
the authority of the supreme government over the subordinate Presidencies. 
I'he Ch)urt of Directors in all such instances has manifestly supposed the 
case to exist, of instructions issued by me to the subordinate governments, 
with full hnowledge of every local circumstance, and the Court commands 
the subordinate governments to disobey such instructions, and thus to 
counteract me in the legal exercise of my ordinal y povveis of supeiintend- 
cnce and control. 

These orders from the Court of Directors cannot be justified on any 
other ground than that of distrust of my judgment or integrity in the exer- 
cise of my superintending poweis over the subordinate governments. It 
is indeed questionable whether orders so fiamed by the Court be strictly 
legal. The act of 1793 clearly vests in the Goveinor-Gcneial in Council 
the power of enforcing his orders at the subordinate Presidencies, although 
his orders shall be . contradictory to expiess commands actually icceived 
by the subordinate Presidencies from the Court of Directors. xVnd this 
provision of the law is wise and salutary. The supreme authouty esta- 
blished in India ought to possess such a power, subject to a severe re- 
sponsibility in its cxercibc- The more accurate knowledge of local circuin- 
stanccH, and of the actual atate of events and interests, which must be pos- 
sessed by the government on the spot, must necessarily enable that autho- 
rity to form the most correct judgment with regaid to t)ic application of 
plans framed at homo to the e.\ibtiug condition of affaus in India A Go- 
vernor-Geneiuleupable of abusing his discretionarv power is unfit for bis 
station; urd here again I must repeat, that if it be ncccbsary to provide 
against the indiscreet use of my legal powers of general control, by order- 
ing the Hubordinatc goveruments to disobey me, and by superseding my 
autliority at IMadriib and IJombay, it is necessary to remove me altogether 
from all power in India. But it is neither wise nor just to extinguibh the 
general] lowers of controul in the hands of the supreme govei ament, because 
uu individual Governor-General has abused thobc powers, oris supposed to 
be incapable of using them for the public good. 

Fourthly.— Orders, positivelv rescinding my appointment of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kirkpatrick to the oflice of sccrctaiy in the political department, 
an office which vested in him the general conduct of the whole diplomatic 
system of India under my immediate control. 

These orders are grounded on the cucumstance of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kirkpatrick^s military commission, which is stated to be a disquahncatiou 
for a civil office according to the spirit ot the Act of Ptirliament. But the 
law was never stated to have disqualified Lieutenant-Colonel Kukpatiick 
from holding the civil employment of Resident at the Court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, at Nepaul and at Hyderabad, nor from holding the important 
office of commissioner for the affairs of Mysore, in each ot wiiich situations 
he had served his country with the greatest honour and ability. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatiick's skill m the Onentallanguages, Ins cx- 
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tensive acquaintance with the manners, customs, and laws of Indiai are 
not equalled by any person whom I have met in this couniry. His perfect 
knowledge of all the native courts, of their policy, prejmliccs uml interests, 
as well as of all the leading political characters ulnong tlic inhabitants of 
India, is unrivalled in the Corapany^s civil or military service ^ and his in* 
tegrity and honour arc as universally acknowledged and respected as Ids 
eminent talents, extraordinary learning, and political experience. 

These qualifications recommended him to my particular confidence. He 
possessed no other recommendation or introduction to my notice. I for- 
tunately met him at the Cape of Good Hope on my voyage to India, and I 
have no hesitation in declaring, that to him I am indebted for the season- 
able information which enabled me to extinguish the French influence in 
the Deccan, and to frustrate the vindictive projects of Tippoo Sultaun. He 
remained at t!m Cape for some months after my departure for India, and 
he arrived in' India soon after 1 had concluded the first treaty with the 
Nizam iw I immediately appointed him to the confidential office of 
military secretary, in which capacity he attended me to Fttrt St. George 
during the war with Tippoo Sultaun j and, after the conquest of Mysore, 
acted in thedelicate and aniuous situation of commissioner at Seringapatam* 
Having in every great p<iliticaltnm8aclionof my administration derived the 
utmost advantage from his experience and ability, after the settlement of 
Mys(»re, when the vast extension of the Empire required a modification of 
the oOicc of secretary at Fort William, I appointed Lieutenant-Golonel 
Kirkputrlck to the political department, because I knew him to lie not 
only livtter <|ualllie(l (or that office than any other man in India, hut to be 
the only man in India from whom I could hope to receive any important 
a,S8i*<tuace in a department to which so large a share of my particular ar- 
tentiott hud been devoted at every perioil of my life, that I knew 1 couhl 
expect little additional information from any person whom I couhl place 
in the office exei^ptiug Licutenanl-Ooloael Kirkpatrick* It is not mertod 
that this nppoiutmmn was contrary to the letter of the law ,* the peculiar 
nature of the new <Iiplomatic department, instituted by my authority, 
exempts this uppoiutmeut from the imputation of any contradiction to the 
spirit of the law. IShtablisbed practice warranted the appointment of 
military officers to diplomatic situations, and on extraor<linury occasions 
(such as tlie bcttlcincnt of recent conquests or cessions) to various other 
important civil statiuns ; and in this case the peculiar qualifications of the 
object of my selectiau were as generally confessed as the selection was 
gciieraUy known to be founded exclusively in a sense of ]mblic duty, of the 
exigency of tlic public service (under the great and recent extension of our 
pohtical relations in India), and of the public merits of the person selected. 

Licuteuunt-Colonel Kirkpatrick hehl the office for a year j daring which 
time many important political measures were accomplished* His health 
failing in Ikngal, 1 appointed him resident at Fooiiuh in the month of 
January It)!)! , he proceeded uw tar as Madras on his way to Foouah, but 
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finding; his health still declining;, he has been reduced to the necessity of 
embarking from Madras for Europe. In this interval of time arrived the 
order of the Court, peremptorily rescinding Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpa- 
trick’s appointment to the political department, in terms which are calcu- 
lated to convey a moat inadequate and unjust estimation of the merits of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick in the public service. If this order had 
ai rived according to the evident expectation of the Court, while Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kirkpatrick was actually holding the principal conduct of poli- 
tical affairs in India, and if he had been dismissed under the Court’s order, 
the instantaneous consequence must have been a violent shock to the whole 
system of our political relations with the native states, who would not have 
failed to attribute such a blow to a change of system in the government at 
home, and to the decline of my authority in England. Every native state 
would have renounced all confidence in my power, and would have prepared 
to accelerate the approach, and to profit by the progress of general confu- 
sion. In this instance again, therefore, I should ha'^e been reduced to the 
alternative of exposing the public service to great injury, or of incurring 
the risk of positive disobedience to the order of the Court for the removal 
uf Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick. 

To my personal authority in India (which is an essential public consider- 
ation in the discharge of my duty), at is not difficult to state the injury 
which must have arisen from tbe abrupt dismission by an act of power 
from borne, of my most confidential secretary in the most important de- 
partment. Every civil and military officer, and every native in India, 
must have viewed such an act, proceeding from the Court of Directors, 
as the strongest possible mark of displeasure, and as a positive disgrace 
of my authority. 

In the case supposed, therefore, (if I had deemed it to be possible to sur- 
mount tbe other public objections already stated against the abrupt re- 
moval of Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick) I must have resigned the govern- 
ment at the same moment in which I obeyed the orders of the Court ; 
nor could I have exercised it for one hour after so signal a disgrace, with 
the slightest hope of advantage to the public interests. 

And here again I must complain of the indelicate and mistrustful spirit 
in which the Court have acted towards me; if the Court wished Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Kirkpatrick to be removed, and wished to establish a principle 
of excluding military officers from civil stations, might not both these ob- 
jects have been efiected without injury to my authority or character by an 
official signification to me of the general principle which the Court was 
desirous of securing, and by an order to me to carry that principle into 
effect as speedily and as generally as I might deem compatible with the 
actual state* of the public service in India?* 

Such would have been the conduct of the Court bad It reposed any de- 


N. 0. Edmonstonc, £sq., was appomted by the Marquess Wellesley to tlie office 
\ seated by Col. Kirkpatrick, as the only person who was hkely to supply the loss of 
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greeofcoafidettce in my judgment or mtentions^ or had it contemplated 
the propriety of treating me with any degree of consideration or respect* 

Fifthly*— The orders for revising the appointment of Lieut. -CoL 
Scott resident at Lucknow, with a view te reselnd it,** leave me indeed 
the option of rescinding that appointment, or of continuing it* But the 
Court here also has manifested its disposition to view my proceedings 
in the most unfavourable light. Lieut.-^CoL Scott was appointed to the 
residency at Lucknow in the autumn of 1799, for the express purpose of 
reforming the Nabob Vizier^s miUtary establishments i an object of the 
utmost importance, and which absolutely required considerable military 
talents and experience. The success of Lieut.-Col. Scott in this ar* 
duous work has been repeatedly stated on record. The removal of 
that ofiicer would be attended with serious danger to our interests in 
Ottde 5 nor can I attempt such a step (even under all the benefits of the 
late treaty), until the Vizier’s army shall have been completely disbanded, 
and his new establishment settled. But why has the Court been pleased 
to cast tardy reflections on Lieut,-CoL Scott’s appointment, entirely omit- 
ting the reasons for that appointment stated on record at the time, and 
confirmed by subsequent experience of Lieut.-Col Scott’s eminent suc- 
cess I And in enumerating the appointments of military oflicers to civil 
duties, why has the Court omitted all notice of the u|)])ointmeut of Lieut.- 
Col Oollius to be resident at the court of Semdiah ? An appointment nmdc 
by my immediate piedcces^or at the moment of lua de]>urture. 

The evident principle from which these acts arc derived is a di'sire to 
notify to me and to the world, that t have lost the confldcm‘e of the Court 
of Directors, and that for the remainder of my government I am to ex- 
pect vexatious counteraction and uncandul censure in the place of honour- 
able support. 

The same observations apply to the terms in which the Court has ex- 
pressed its objections to the appointment of Captain Hook to the oflice of 
Secretary to the Government in the miUtary department. Captain Hook 
had been a subordinate in tlie ofllce for a long time previously to my arrival 
in India, and was promoted by me on account of his extraordinary dili- 
gence and integrity, and his accurate knowledge of the details of the mili- 
tary department, especially those relating to the expense of the army. 

The reflections on the appointment of Captain Hook implied by the 
Court’s orders, furnish another insurmountable proof of the wish of the 
Court to discover matter of blame against me; for the system of nomi- 
nating a military officer to duties of this nature was not of my Invention, 
I have pursued the plan 1 found established, and I have promoted a most 

that most able officer; and to Mr. Edmonstone’s piofuund knovdedge of the 
Eastern languages, laws, manners and customs, and of the state utid dispjnitiun 
and interests of the several native Courts, as wdl as to his exceUeut temper, and 
to his judgment and unweaiicd attention to business, the Oovt'mtir-Ucnml was 
much indebted in the various important transactions ot hw LoidshipS qovetn* 
meat — Ihn ) 
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(leservini^ and useful public officer in the department in which I found him. 
It is, therefore, unjust to reflect on me as the author of any innovation in 
this instance. With respect to the general principle of the Court’s order 
on this subject, I have no hesitation in declaring it to be utterly erroneous 
and impracticable. The military department of the Council will be a 
powerful check on the details of the army, particularly on those connected 
with the expenditure of money in proportion as the Secretary in that de- 
partment shall be conversant with those details, and it is absolutely im- 
possible to find a civil servant properly qualified in this respect. In the 
present case. Captain Hook is the person on whom, together with Captain 
Salmond, Military Auditor- General, I rely principally for the revision of 
military charges, and it has been through their assistance that I have been 
enabled to effect most of the recent reductions of those charges in Bengal. 

If I am to be deprived of the instruments which I have already found 
highly useful, and on which I depend for future service in th.i military de- 
partment of the Council, it will be impossible for me hereafter to attempt 
to control the details of the army, to order me to place a civil servant in 
the office now held by Captain Hook, is to oider me to render the military 
department of the Council an useless sinecure in the hands of a person 
who could render no service to me or to the public. It would be less in- 
jurious to the public service to abolish altogether the office of Secretary 
to Government in the military department. 

Sixthly. The terms in which the Court of Directors has expressed itself 
respecting a loan made at Madras during my residence there, affords ano- 
ther proof of their entire want of confidence in me. The loan could not 
have been made on better terms or In any other manner 5 but the Court is 
pleased to indicate the strongest suspicion of this transaction. This pait 
of the Court’s conduct is highly offensive and disgusting to every sentiment 
of my mind. The groundless and indecorous insinuations of the Court on 
this point are the main considerations which have induced me to appre- 
hend that the Court has lost all sense of respect for my character, and 
that under such circumstances it would become absolutely impossible for 
me to continue in the service of the Company. 

Seventhly. A peiemptory order directing me to appoint Mr. Speke to be 
Acting President of the Board of Trade. 

^fhis order merits a detailed examination 

Mr. Speke is removed from the Council as being a superannuated Coun- 
cDlor, and his long services are considered to constitute a sufficient claim 
to an honourable retreat. 

As a member of the Council, he was nominally President of the Board 
of Trade, but in fact he never sat at that Board, nor participated in its 
business. Mr. Udny was appointed to the Board of Trade by me (on the 
departure of Mr, Bebb) in consequence of his high character as an ap- 
proved commercial servant. The honourable retreat from business as- 
signed to Mr. Speke (a superannuated Councillor) is the post of Acting 
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of the BonM of Trade i nntl hy the smno arrani^em.Mit ^Ir. 
who for some iitne past has been the most Hetj\e inenibi r of the Board of 
Trade, becomes nomiiml Pi<‘Hident of th(‘ Board, ami bein^^^ now a member 
of the Oonndl, uunnot possibly outer into all the dctullrt of the Bounl of 
Trade. The elleet of this arranjjfemeut has been to rendtr the Board of 
Trade in Bengal utterly iuetlieient. 

In luhUtion to this etlect of the orders of the Court it is to ho remarked, 
that Mr. Bristow has long held the ofKee of Acting President to the Board 
of Trade, and that he is senior in the list of civil servants to hir. Speke* 

The orders of the Court, therefore, enjoin a severe and injurious super* 
cession of Mr» Bristow by a junior servant. 

Mr. Bristow has declined to act under Mr, Speke, and I am tlms reduced 
to the necessity of either disobeying the orders of the Court or of dis* 
missing Mr. Bristow, an old servant, who had committed no offence 5 
while in the interval of time the Boanl of Trade remains entirely useless. 

Mr. Speke ought to have received an honourable provision, unaceompa* 
nied by any active employment. 

I object, however, to this measure principally l)eeauM‘ it uflbrds a proof 
of the intention of the Court of Directors to exerehe a povver of direct 
nomination to dheient subordinate ofliecs m the local executive govein- 
meut of Bengal. 

A stronger instance ol the probable result of the exeieise of such a 
power by the Court cannot be furnished j at one bhnv the order <»f the 
Couit has utterly aimilnluted the ctKcieney of the eommer-Ial department 
in Bengal. 

If the gcnenil principle contained in this appointunmt he adopted hy the 
Court of Directors as a rule of control, the hmul administration of these 
governments will become absolutely impracticable 1 the serums attention 
of his Mttjesty^s ininistera and of Parliament must be directed to this point, 
if P'e existence of the British empire in India he any object of considera* 
tion. 

The proper oflice of tbe Court of Directors is to superintend and con- 
trol the local governments of India in the exercise of the power of ap- 
pointment to the various executive otliccs of this country, as well us in 
every other 1 ) ranch of the exeeutive govenimeut. 

It was not in the contemplation of the legislature, by the act of 1 
to vest in the Court of Directors the direct power of nomination to every 
olficc m the local government of India? the power of nomination to such 
offices, and indeed the whole civil and military government are in distinct 
terms vested by the act of 1793 in tbe Governors In Council of the three 
Presidencies, subject to the local control of the Governor Gem'ral in 
Council, and in Europe to that of the Court of Directors, and of the 
Board of Commissioners for the aftairs of India. 

The Court of Directors may certainly issue orders dirci^ting the govern- 
ment of India to appoint unv particular person to any cKcctitive office in 
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India, but tlie go\cnimeiit on the spot ou^ht to possess and to exercise 
the same fiec discretion with regard to the execution of such orders, as it 
possc'^scs and exercises with regard to any other orders from home It is, 
however, highly inexpedient to issue any orders from England foi the 
direct nomination of any person to office below the Councils in India , 
and it is evident, that, under any modiiication, such orders, although not 
peremptory, must greatly restrain the discretion of the local government 
in the choice of its instruments. 

If all such orders are to be considered as of a peremptory nature, tlic 
whole local patronage of India will, iu fact, be disposed of in Leadenliall 
Street, and the most attentive consideration is due to the prolwible effects 
of fauch a system 

If the King’s Coinmisbiouers for India and the Court of Directors 
should at any time agree to co-operate in tilling from home all official 
vacancies which shall occur in India, it is evident that the result of such 
a combination might be the transfer of the whole local patronage of India, 
01 of a certain share of it to the Crown. 

Whatevci shaie of the patronage of India should be, obtained by the 
Cl own in tliih manner, would be cxeiciscd iu the most dangerous and 
objectionable form ; for as the appointments to office would be made iu 
an indirect manner, and throiigli several suct'essive channels ot authority, 
no direct responsibility would attach to the mmiotors of the Crown; and 
the influence of the Crown might become consideralily extended tl trough 
a secret and unobserved course, and without the possibility of public 
control. 

The direct transfer of the whole local patronage of India to the Crown, 
under a definite and public responsibility, would be iufinitely less objec- 
tionable than the exercise of such an indirect and indefinite influence 
Idiat share of the local patronage of India which, under the arrangement 
supposed, would bo allotted to the Court of Directors, would tend to 
establish in their hands a species of influence, which could ncvei be re- 
gulated by a due control, and which, in a numerous and fluctuating bodv, 
subject to the impulse of various interests, and necessarily exempt fioiu 
individual responsibility, would not often be governed by the exclusive 
consideration of the prosperity of the public scivice in India 

The Governor-General, and each of the Governors in India, acts under 
a severe pcnonal responsibility in every nomination to ofiice ; and w bile 
the nominations of the respective local governments shall be supei in- 
tended and controlled by the Court of Directors and by the Board of 
Commissioners, (neither authority possessing any private interest directly 
or indirectly in any such nomination,) the system of control would «\j)- 
pear to be so complete, as to secure the public interests at liome against 
the growth of any undue influence, and the public service abroad against 
any material abuse of the local patronage. 

But if the Court, or the Board, or both united, are to be considered as 
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the direct sources of the local patrouaire of India, they will possess a pri- 
vate interest in the decision of every question which can arise concerninjgf 
the nomination to any office in India j they will be interested to rescind 
appointments made in India for the purpose of exercising their own pa- 
tronage from home 5 and they will become utterly disqualified for the 
exercise of a pure and impartial superintendence and control of the con-* 
duct of the Indian government in the important duty of administering the 
local patronage of this vast empire. 

Such a system would be sufficiently objectionable even in its application 
t<r the public and constitutional interests in England 5 its application to 
the public service in India is however infinitely more perilous. 

It must extinguish all local subordination in India, since no public 
servant would ever respect the local government, after it should have been 
deprived of the power of regulating official appointments and removals. 
All emulation to obtain the approbation of tlie local government would 
expire, no public servant would esteem the countenance or even the 
nomination of the local government to be any security for promotion in 
the service, or would dread the (‘onsoqnen(‘es of its disapprobation or 
censure. The attention of the wliolc public servkuj would be withdrawn 
from the Governor on the spot, and would lie fix( 5 d on schemes of In- 
trigue and cabal, for the purpose of forming and (‘ultivating interests in 
England, by which the favour of the Court of Dirc^'tors or of the Board 
of Control might be approached 

In such a situation the Governor on the spot would be an useless cypher 
without power, authority or respect. He might be compelled in every 
branch of the a<] ministration to employ instruments in whose capacity, 
knowledge or integrity he placed no rcliaiUMS and to witn<‘Sb the exclu- 
sion from office of the most able, intelligent, and honest servants of the 
public. For it is impossible to suppose that the Government on the spot 
shbuld not always possess the best mcanr of asceitainitig the relative esti- 
mation and value of the characters of the public stTvants and officers In 
India, and should not always feel the nearest and most urgent intereat in 
the proper selection of the immediate instruments of the local execuMve 
power. 

In this respect, a remote authority, constituted as the Court of Direc- 
tors is, can neither possess equal knowledge, nor feel an equally pressing 
and sensible interest, nor be restrained by equally powerful ties of respon- 
sibihty and personal character 

If any Governor bo supposed incapable or unwilling to make such a 
proper selection of public servants and officers, let him be removed j hut 
while he shall he sufilred to remain in India, the public service absolutely 
demands that he shall possess and exercise that decisive influence in the 
distribution of office which may enable him to maintuia due subordina- 
tion, to excite honourable emulation, and to sccur<i the efficient, pure, 
and regular despatch of the public business in every department, by cm- 
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ploying those in whom he confides, by excluding those whom he distrusts, 
and by convincing the public servants that his approbation is the certain 
road to public emoluments and honours, and that his censure is a public 
disgrace. 

All these important objects I have hitherto accomplished, by such a 
discharge of my duty in the distribution of the patronage committed to 
my trust, as it will be the happiness and pride of my life to submit to the 
most severe inspection of Parliament ; but I cannot consent to encounter 
the responsibility of this station, under a system calculated to bind my 
hands and to frustrate every dictate of my judgment and conscience. 

The great and wise object of Parliament in 1793 was, under due con- 
trol, to impait such a degree of local authority and vigour to the govern- 
ment of India as should enable it to maintain this perilous empire against 
the hourly vicissitudes which surround it Where is the security of that 
object if the government of India shall be thwarted in every subordinate 
department, deprived of all local influence, and counteracted in every 
official detail by a remote authority, interfering m the nomination of 
every public servant and officer It would be impossible to conduct any 
government in any part of the world under the weight of such disgrace- 
ful chains ; but it would be the excess of rashness and insanity to attempt 
to hold this most arduous charge, in the present crisis, with hands so 
weakened, and with an authority so embairasscd and impaired 
The instance which I have noticed is so strong (being no less than a 
direct appointment from home to the firht efficient office in the commer- 
cial department in Bengal) that it,»afFoHU singly a sufficient proof of the 
projected system of utterly dcbtroying the local power of these govern- 
ments, and of transferring all influence and authority to the Court of 
Directors* But the proofs of the existence of such a project, as well as 
the principles by which its execution is likely to be governed, and the 
effects which its operation is likely to produce will be fully illustrated by 
referring to the recent proceedings of the Court of Directors towards 
Lord Clive and towards the government of Fort St. George. These pro- 
ceedings, indeed, constitute the most immediate causes of my resigna- 
tion. 

Eighthly. Recent orders to the government of Fort St. George. 

By these orders the Court of Directors have removed from office Mr, 
Webbe, the chief Secretary to the government, and have directly ap- 
pointed Mr. Chamicr to that office, have removed a member of the Board 
of Revenue, and directly appointed two members to that Board, and 
have granted one of the most important commercial residencies on the 
coast in reversion on the next vacancy. 

Mr. Webbe is a gentleman of the highest character in India. IBs ta- 
lents are not inferior to those of any person in this country ; nor have I 
seen m any part of the world many persons of superior capacity. His 

vou. m. b 



xviii 


inthoduction* 


general knowlcdjj^e h conuderabH ^t^d hia particular a<*<|uaiiitauee with 
the afairs of Inoia, especially those of Fort St. George, is comprehensive 
and accurate $ his diligence is indefatigable ; he has passed his wlmle life 
in laborious businesa ; his zeal and public spirit are distinguished features 
of his character, and his eminent integrity and honour are uiuverstdly 
acknowledged ; he possesses Lord Clive’s esteem and confidence, together 
with mine, in the highest degrees he had also enjoyed Lord Hobart’s 
most favourable opinion. My judgment of Mr. Webbe is formed on my 
personal observations in addition to the most active, able, and honest 
discharge of Lis ordinary duties, he rendered the most important services 
to his country, under my immediate orders at Fort St. George, during 
the last war in Mysore ; during the settlement of our conquests $ in eject- 
ing the final arrangement of the public interests in Tanjore 5 in detecting 
the whole system of the treachery and intrigues of the late Nabob of the 
Oaniutic ; and in accomplishing the I ong desired and most important ob* 
ject of transferring the civil and military government of the Carnatic to 
the Company. 

Under rll these circumstances, I consider Mr. Webbe to be the most 
distinguished public servant in a subordinate situation in India : and my 
sentiment.* respecting him, as well as the impregnable public grounds on 
whicli they stand, have long been matter of notoriety. 

Without any previous intimation, without any public charge, this most 
valuable and honest public servant is driven from the most confulentiul 
executive oflice in the State, directly in the face of Lord Clive’s tiujsfi de- 
cided countenance, and of my most marked respe<*l and regard. 

To aggravate the effect of this nuwnre, at the moment when the 
notification of Mr. Webbe’s removal arrived, he had recently finished 
the negotiations for the transfer if the (Jarnatic to the authority of the 
Company, under my special orders ; Imving received the extraordinary 
distinction of being called by me to Fort William, and of having remained! 
in the government house for above a montli, assisting me in framing the 
treaty of the Carnatic. Having been the chief instrument in negotiating 
the treaty, Lord Clive and 1 proposed to employ him principally in the 
final settlement of the Carnatic. 

In addition to these circumstances, Mr Webbe’s wlmle public life had 
marked him as the implacable, indefatigable, and irresistible foe <»f the 
corrupt system of intrigue and pccuktiou, which had long pervaded the 
service at Fort St. George. He was tlie declared and ardent enemy of 
every author and abettor of corruption in that service, and the cordial 
friend and protector of every man of integrity, diligence, knowledge and 
talents ; while his exertion to encourage the progress of honesty and in- 
dustry was unremitting, his own example had become a model of imita- 
tion to the younger branches of the service at Madras ; the public dis- 
o of such a man wa.s, tncieforc, even vvhen t^onsidered scparattdy, 
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calculated to discourage ability and virtue, and to favour the growth of 
ignorance and vice. 

The mere removal of Mr, Webbe by an act of authority from home, 
would have been felt both by myself and by Lord Clive to be a severe 
blow to our respective authorities, and to our means of conducting the 
public service 5 but a direct appointment from home to the most confi- 
dential and important subordinate ofhce of the government of Fort St. 
George comprized every degree of personal indignity which could be 
offered to Lord Clive or to myself, together with every practicable degree 
of injury to the public trust committed to our joint charge. 

I think it necessary to declare, that I will not separate my character from 
that of Lord Clive on this painful occasion ; nor can I make any such dis- 
tinction, consistently with any sentiment of truth, justice or honour, or 
with those public principles, the maintenance of which I deem essential 
to the good government of this empire 
Although fiom consideiations of the public service, and with a view to 
sustain the local influence of a Governor, in whom I reposed the utmost 
confidence, I Inive not interfered in the ordinary details of Lord Clive’s 
government, I considered his government as an inseparable branch of my 
own, and I acknowledge mvself to be responsible for the general system 
of his measures. The intimate cordiality and union which subsisted be- 
tween me and Lord Clive are mattei of public notoncty, and are well 
known to have been puncipal causes 0/ the success of many important 
measures of mv administration. Any /act, therefore, tending to impair 
Lord Clivers authority, or to offer indignity to his character or govern- 
ment, must be received by me with the same sensations as if it had been 
immediately directed against myself 
The removal of the Chief Secretary, and the appointment of another 
from home, in opposition to Lord Clive’s known judgment, is an act of 
such importance that I must suppose it to have been intended to destroy 
Lord Clive’s power and influence, together with mine, at Fort St, George; 
and to announce to all India that Lord Clive and 1 had forfeited the con- 
fidence of the Court of Directors 

The direct appointments to the Board of Revenue at Fort St George 
manifest the determined pursuit of the same system, in all its principal 
branches, of a declared distrust of the government in India, a determi- 
nation to rcducq its local power, and a resolution to dispose of the local 
executive offices of India in Lcadenhall Street 
To your discernment and cxpeucncc m public affairs it is not neces- 
sary to offer any comment on the ruinous policy of granting efficient 
executive offices in rcvcision It the mischief of such a general policy 
could be aggravated, it would be by the remote situation of this empire, 
and by the cncreascd probability that the reversion would take effect 
under circumstances of uggiavatcd injury to the public service. It is 
enough however to obseivc, that in Loid Clive’s opinion, the person to 
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whom the Court of Directors have jifranted the reversion of one of the 
most important commercial residencies, is utterly unqualified for that 
cliurj»*e, and would never have been appointeci to it by his Lordship. 

I have stated that no public accusation has been preferred against Mn 
Webbe to justify liis removal. He is indeed accused of having neglected 
to enter on record a minute of mine respecting Tanjore j but this crime 
surely could not have re<iuired his removal j and at least a previous refer- 
ence to me might have been expected on such an occasion ; if the refer- 
ence had been made to mc> it would have appeared that I am guilty of the 
jjole crime publicly imputed to M r. Webbe. Being much pressed for time 
upon the eve of mv departure from Fort St. (}eorge, I delivered my opi- 
nion verbally in Council concerning the settlement of Tanjore, and I 
directed the Secretary to take notes of my speech, and to forward those 
notes to me at Foit William, whence I promised to return the substance 
of them la the shape of u regular minute, to be entered on the proceed- 
ings of that day. IMr. Wcbhe furnished me regularly with the notes 
which I hud retjuired, but the whole husincHs of Tanjore having Iieen 
substantially concluded prcuously to my departure from FortSt. UeorgCf 
my speech having been delivered in (Uuincil, au<l the necessary m(»iu<urcs 
founded upon it having been carried into effect, I confess myself to have 
been guilty of the crime of forgetting Mr. Wchhe^s notes, and of nog* 
Iccting to return to h^ort St, (korge a written copy of my speech for re» 
cord. If, therefore, Mr, Webbe has really been removetl for this alleged 
crime, cun a stronger ease be adduced to prove the danger of such hasty 
interposition of the power of a remote authority f For if previous refer- 
ence hud been made to me, Mr. Wehhe would have stood fully acquitted ; 
and i( a delinquent was still desirable, a more worthy object of disgrace 
would have been offered to the resentment of the Chmrt. 

But a lettef from Mr. David Scott to Lord (illive, to which his Lordship 
has replied by an official despatch, addressed to the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors, discloses the real cause of Mr, Wehhc’s removal, and 
plainly proves that he has not been removed for this offence, or for any 
offence hitherto stated on public recortl. 

The public records, indeed, abound with the proofs of hlr, Webbe*s 
merit, and with otticial acknowledgments of his emineut services, under 
the authority of Lord Hobart, of Ceneral Harris, <*f Lord Clive, and of 
the present Government General j but it seems that some secret corres- 
pondent from Fort St. George has conveyed to the Court of Directors 
private and confidential intelligence respecting Mn Webbe, which has 
countervailed the united public testimony of three successive govern- 
ments of Fort St George and of the (kvernor-Genend. 

1 he cidnie alleged against Mr. Webbe, even by this secret informer, 
appeal h to consist exclusively in the great influence which Mr. Webbe is 
stated to possbvdis over Lord Clive's mind j by which influence Mr* Webbe 
is said to have acquired imu’c power than ought to reside in the hands of 
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a Secretary. I refer you to Lord Clive’s despatch to the Chaii man. under 
date the 16th October 1801, for a full and able view of the natuieand 
foundation of this extraordinary accusation. I shall content myself with 
remarkin^f that even if Mr, Webbe should be convicted of possessing an 
extraordinary share of Lord Clive’s confidence, such a conviction would 
appear to convey a presumptive argument of extraordinary merit, and 
certainly conveys no proof whatever of guilt, unless it be assumed that 
Lord Clive’s confidence has been misplaced in this instance, or has been 
abused by Mr. Webbe. But neither of those charges can be maintained 
with any degree of consistency ; for the Court, in the same order for Mr, 
Webbe’s removal from the office of Secretary, assents to his employment 
in any other office suited to his talents j and the sole ground assumed for 
the appointment of Mr, Chamier, is Mr, Chamier’s extraordinary ability 
and peculiar qualifications for the office of Secretary It is unnecessary 
to draw any comparison between the respective qualifications of Mr. 
Webbe and Mr. Chamier. 

But certainly the removal of Mr. Webbe cannot be consistently justi- 
fied on the ground of his possessing more power than ought to reside in 
the hands of a Secretary j because the Court has directly granted infi- 
nitely more independent power to Mr. Chamier than was ever possessed 
by Mr. Webbe or by any other Secretary. For the Court has not only 
appointed Mr. Chamier directly to the office of Secretary, in opposition 
to Lord Clive’s known opinion, (thereby imposing a considerable restraint 
on Lord Clive’s power of removing Mr. Chamier) ; but the Court has also 
invested Mr. Chamier with a provisional appointment to the Council upon 
the next vacancy. The remedy, therefore, adopted by the Court to avert 
the evils which it apprehended from the overgrown power of the late 
Secretary at Fort St. George, is to render the office of Secretary nearly 
independent of the government, and to place the present Secretary next 
in succession to the Council. 

I have dwelt minutely on these inconsistencies, because the examination 
of them leads immediately to the real object of the Court in the removal 
of Mr. Webbe, and the appointment of Mr. Chamier. 

Mr. Webbe is not removed on account of any deficiency of talents, 
knowledge, asshluily or integrity, or on account of any excess of his 
power j l)ut merely because he possesses a large share of the confidence of 
the Governor of Fort St. George, and because he adds to that crime the 
accumulated guilt of posacssing an equal share of the confidence, respect, 
and esteem of the Governor-General. 

The object therefore of the Court i.'j to impose a restraint on Lord Clive’s 
authority and consequently on mine, by changing the constitution of a 
subo»*dinate office, and by clothing our secretary with dignity and inde- 
pendence at our expence. That this is the object of the Court is fur- 
ther corroborated by the dissatisfaction which the Court has expressed at 
the harmony which has hitherto subsisted between Lord Clive and his 
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council. In recent orders from the Court to Fort St. Oeorj(e, the unenl- 
mity^of the council at that Presidency is plainly censured as a crime j and 
the members of council are officially invited (if not positively ei^oined) to 
dissent from the Governor for the better information of the Court of 
Directors. This suggestion cannot be otherwise understood than as a tes-» 
timony of .the wish of the Court to impose embarrassing restraints on 
Lord Clive’s local authority, and as a rule for the future conduct of the 
new councillor Mr. Dick, and of the provisional councillor, Mr. Chamier, 
in the ordinary course of business. The secretary destined for the council 
under such instructions, cannot fail to consider himself, even now, to be 
the declared instrument of an additional control over the Governor, rather 
than a mere subordinate officer subject to the Governor’s orders. 

I appeal to your wisdom and honour to decide what eflfects are to be ex- 
pected at Fort St. George from these acts of the Court j by which it has 
manifested a systematiepurposeof founding its proceedings with respect both 
to official characters and measures, on secret information, private reports, 
and vague rumours, in preference to the authentic public records of the 
government of India, and to the combined and declared sentiments of the 
Governors on the spot 5 by which it has endeavoured to arm subordinate 
officers with independent power, and to provoke discord in councils now 
unanimous, and by which it has punished public and recorded merit, and 
has established principles of promotion incompatible with the proipedty of 
the public service. 

The immediate consequence of these acts has been the resignation of that 
honest, diligent, prudent and able public 8ervant*-«Lord Clive, To you it 
is my duty to declare my bolemn conviction, that our Empire in the penin- 
sula will be brought to the verge of ruin if this system be pursued at Fort 
St. George , nor can I imagine any other mode of saving it from the utmost 
perils of weakness and corruption, than by the immediate rebtorution of the 
authority of the local government either in Lord Clive’s hands, or in those 
of some other person of rank, talent and integrity, and by the restoration of 
Mr. Webbe to the office from which he has been dismissed. Such acts on 
the part of the Court would be just, wi^e ami honourable, and would tend 
to secure the due vigour of the local government, and to revive the spirits 
of all those honest and able servants at Fort St. George, who have wit- 
nessed with affliction the decline of their own honourable cause in the dis- 
grace of Mr. Webbe. 

But as it is to be supposed that the Court may differ with me in these 
opinions, and as I am convinced that the pursuit of the system commenced 
by the Court at Fort St. George, will preclude all prospect of my exercis- 
ing any degree of beneficial control over that settlement, I must renounce 
all responsibility concerning its affairs 5 and as they form a main branch of 
the general Government, and as they now require a most active and con- 
tinual supermtendence, I deem it to be my duty on this ground alone to re- 
sign my oibce 
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Deeply an<l directly as I feel myself to be involved in the lesult of these 
acts of the Court, as they affect Fort St George, this impression on my 
judgment is enforced by the more urgent consideration that the system 
which has appeared in full magnitude at Fmt St. George, has already been 
visible at Fort William, and that its natural progress must accelerate its 
approach to the council and to the civil and military establishment of this 
Presidency. 

My anxious desire is that my administration should close before such 
calamity and disgrace shall have fallen upon me , and this motive renders 
me impatient to be relieved of my charge in sufficient time to save me 
from the pangs of witnessing the degradation and ruin of the authority of 
of the Governor-General, and the consequent decline of the public service 
in Bengal and in all Asia. 

If public rumour is to be credited, I am to expect much counteraction 
and mortification even in the course of the present year. I am menaced 
with angry orders of various descriptions for the subversion of many of the 
most important acts and institutions of my administration, and for the en- 
tire change of its general tenor and spirit. 

In every case it is equally my inclination and duty to manifest a prompt 
obedience to the orders of the Court of Directois 5 but it is my primary 
duty to maintain at all hazards the security of these possessions, and to 
suspend for the further pleasure of the Court all orders, of which the ex- 
ecution is rendered dangerous by the actual state of local circumstances. 

Neither my respect for the Court of Directors, nor the legal relation in 
which I stand towards its authority, would warrant me in withholding the 
exercise of that discretion, with which the law has invested me in any in- 
stance which appeared to my conscientious judgment to demand such au 
effort for the safety and welfare of this Empire For the short period of 
time therefore during which I shall retain my present charge, I shall exer- 
cise my legal powers firmly and freely, with prudence, but without fear ; 
with respectful deference towards the Court of Directors *, with a strong 
sense of gratitude towards the East India Company j but with a constant 
remembrance, that the law has invested me with a trust for the Company 
and for the British Empire, as well as for the Court of Directors 5 that I 
am responsible not only for the use, but for the suspension of my discre- 
tionary power ; and that to suffer my discretionary power to remain dor- 
mant in any crisis which should evidently demand its active exercise, would 
not be less criminal thau its most active pei version and abuse. 

Whoever may be my successor, I most earnestly pray that he may not 
attempt the vain and frmtless task of governing this Empire without the 
full power which I have possessed and exercised hitherto, and to the pos- 
session and exercise of which, is to be attributed whatever success has at- 
tended my administration. 

The Court of Directors, in reducing this power, has attacked the very 
source of that success which it has so often applauded, and has turned its 
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ammosity against the chief bulwark of the Company’s sovereignty In India, 
and the main cause of al)undaiit commerce and revenue* 

To the exercise of those powers which the Court would now subvert* I 
attribute the fall of Tippoo Sultaun f the conquest and settlement of My- 
sore ; the extinction of the Frenehinduence in the Deccan $ the establishment 
of the British influence in that quarter on the solid foundations of military 
strength and territorial possession ; the tranfer of Tanjore, of Surat, of 
the Carnatic, and of Oude, to the British Government j the substitution of 
a powerful British force on the north-western frontier of Oude in the 
place of the undisciplined, licentious and disaffected army of the Nabob 
Vizier ,* the destruction of the power of Zemaun Shah ; the foundation of 
an intimate alliance with Persia ; the means of contributing to the main- 
tenance of Egypt by the army of India; the tranquillity of the Mahrattas, 
and finally, the seasonable occupation of the Portuguese possessions in the 
East Indies. 

The progressive operation of the same causes would speedily have brought 
the financial and commercial affairs of'the Company In India to a more flou- 
rishing state than they have ever yet attained f and at this moment, when 
I find myself compelled to resign my charge, the able and active exertions 
of my brother, JMr. Henry Wellesley, aided by the influence of my name 
and authority, have enabled me to conclude (not only without any 
struggle, but with the general good will of the whole country, and of the 
Nabob Vizier himself), the basis of a settlement of revenue for the ceded 
provinces in Oude, which, in one year, will restore the whole system of 
the finance and investment of the Company in India* 

I cannot close this letter without soliciting your immediate attention to 
the affairs of India, as connected with the causes of my resignation, and 
with their probable consequences. 

Without a speedy* vigorous and decisive interposition from the higbeit 
authority, there is no safety for our Empire in India. I expect therefore 
that your efforts will be applied with your habitual temper, manly forti* 
tude and perseverance, to secure to the local government of India, by what- 
eyer hands administered, that degree of power and authority which (as my 
last service to this Empire), I solemnly declare to be indispensably neces- 
cessary to the prosperity of all our local and relative interests, to the vigour 
and security of the administration, iO the welfare and happiness of our 
subjects, and to the dignity, glory, and stability of the British name in the 
East. 

Believe to be, my dear Sir, 
with the most sincere respect and regard your's, 

always most faithfully and affectionately, 

- * 
WKLtlSnET* 


Caunpore, January lOth^ 1802. 
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From the ffonournhh Court of Directors to the Governor-General in ComciL 

Public Department, 29th September, 1802. 

We have receiw<l despatches from the Oovernor-General of the 1st 
January and I3th hlarch 1802, intimating his Lordship's intention to re- 
linquish his Govermnent, and to return to Europe in the month of January 

1803. 

Though we have been under the necessity of differing from our Govern- 
ments abroad vi some material points, upon which our sentiments have 
already been communicated to them, it is impossible for us not to feel and 
to acknowledge the zeal and ability which the Governor-General has dis- 
played in the general management and superintendence of our affairs, nor 
can we avoid expressing, in the strongest terms, our conviction, that the 
interests of the East Imlia (hmipany will be essentially promoted by the 
continuance of IVIunjuess Wellesley in India for another year, for the pur- 
pose of lirlnging to a couchudon the various arrangements alluded to in 
his Lordship’s despatch of the I3th hlarch ; we therefore entertain a confi- 
dent reliance, that the (iovernor-Gencral (adverting only to the obligation 
of superior moment which these consulcrutions impose), will cordially join 
with us in feeling the importance of his Lordship’s stay in Indie until 
these objects shall have htm accomplished, and that he will, in conse- 
quence poHpime his departure from thence till the month of Jaiuiaiy 

1804. Beyond thh period \vc shall not feel ourselves justified in calling 
upon his !M>rdship to yield to our interest the desire which he may natu- 
rally feel of returning to hhirope j being persuaded that his Lordship will 
be enalded in the course of another season to terminafe, with honour to 
himself, and advantage to the Company, every measure of importance con- 
nected with our recent acquisitions j to perfect the retrenchments, a? well 
those resulting from peace, as others ofwhich our affairs maybe susceptible, 
and in concert with the government at homo* and under the (hrectious 
which we hope w<» shall be able at no distant period to forward to you on 
this subject, to lay the foundation of an cfheieut system for the progressive^ 
liquidation of the Indian debt* 

Wq remain your affectionate friends, 

John Roberts, 

Jacob BobANOUET, 

&c. a.c 
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Ewtf act from Notes relative to the late Transactions the Mahraita Empire^ 
hy the Govermr-^GeneraL 

Fort William, December 15, 1B03* 
The predatory states composing the Mahratta power, have never bean 
united under any regular formi of confederation, or by any system of con- 
stitutional laws, or of established treaties, which can be compared to any 
imperial constitution or general confederation existing in Europe* A vague 
and indefinite sentiment of common interest however, founded principally 
upon their common origin and civil and religious usages, and upon their 
common habits of conquest and depredation, has established a certain de- 
gree of union amongst them, from the period of their fiirst success through- 
out every stage of the decline of the Moghul empire 5 the same indefinite 
but acknowledged confederacy has subsisted between the Mahrattaa since 
the entire destruction of the Moghul empire, and together with other 
causes, has enabled several of these adventurers to erect states of consi- 
derable military resource and political power* 

The power of the Peishwa, however, for many years past has been ac- 
knowledged by all the Mahratta states,* and universally by all tbe other 
states of India, to be the constitutional representative of the sovereign 
executive authority of the Mahratta empire, and the principal chieftains 
have been considered ostensibly as the subjects and officers of the Peishwa^s 
government 

The British Government, therefore, has concluded its general treaties 
with the Mahrattas through the authority of the Peishwa, and although in 
some of those engagements individual chieftains have been admitted to act 
as guarantees, the independent right of the Peishwa to conclude treaties 
with any power in India, has never been denied, nor has it ever liccu at- 
tempted to assert a claim on the part of any of the chieftains, to limit the 
independent right of the Peishwa to form treaties and alliances without the 
advice or consent of any chieftain of the Mahratta empire* 

On the other hand, these chieftains have exercised the right of conclud- 
ing treaties and alliances, independently of the Peishwa^s authority, and 
without his sanction or concurrence j and the British Government recently 
concluded a treaty of subsidy with the Guikwar, without the previous sanc- 
tion of the Peishwa, reserving however, all the Peishwa’a rights in the 
state of the Guikwar 

At the commencement of the war against Tippoo Sultaun, in the year 
J 789, Lord Cornwallis, in forming a defensive alliance with the Mahratta 
power against the power of Mysore, resorted to the Peiahwa^s acknow- 


* The Rajah of Bcrar does not deny the nominal supremacy of the Rajah of 
Sattarah, whose authority is represented by the Peishwa, nor the sovereign execu- 
tive powers annexed to the hereditary office of Peishwa, but he claims the office of 
Peishwa for himself in right of his descent from the family of Sevajee, the ancestor 
of the Hajah of Sattarah, and the founder of the Mahratta power. 
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lodged authority as the best security for such an alliance, and accordingly 
negotiated and concluded on the 1st of June 1790, the treaty of Poonah 
with the Peishwa, without reference to any of the subordinate chieftains. 

In that war, the assistance which Lord Cornwallis derived from the 
Mahrattas, proceeded exclusively from the Peishwa^s authority, aided by 
the feudal tributaries immediately subject to the state of Poonah. Neither 
Scindiah nor the Rajah of Berar were parties to that allfance, and it is well 
known that Mahdajee Scindiah was adverse to its principles and objects; 
and that at the close of that war in 1792, Mahdajee Scindiah moved his 
army towards Poonah, with intentions unfavourable to the British inter- 
ests. 

At the conclusion of the war in 1792, the Peishwa was a party to the 
treaty of peace at Seringapatam, nor was any attempt made at that time 
to assert a claim on the part of the subordinate chieftains of the Mahratta 
empire, to be consulted in that important arrangement, which established a 
new balance of power throughout India, by the reduction of the power of 
Mysore, by the augmentation of the British territories and of those of the 
Nizam, and finally, of the separate hereditary temtories of the Peishwa, 

In the division therefore of Tippoo Sultaun’s territory, and of his trea- 
sure, which foUowed the treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, the Peishwa 
obtained a considerable accession of territory to his hereditary dominions, 
and a large sum of money, without the advice, consent, or participation 
of any subordinate chieftain of the Mahratta empire. 

When Lord Cornwallis, in the course of the year 1793, proposed a ge- 
neral defensive alliance to the Mahratta power and to the Nizam, his 
Lordship addressed the proposition to the Peishwa, and received as con- 
clusive, a reply from the Peishwa through the Durbar of Poonah, without 
any reference to the subordinate chieftains. 

The policy of considering the authority of the Peishwa as the legiti- 
mate and constitutional representative of the Mahratta power, was wise 
and just. It is evident that the acknowledged authority of the Peishwa 
furnished the most secure basis of an amicable alliance between the Bri- 
tish Government in India and the Mahratta power, and at the same time 
afforded the most just and effectual mei*ns of controlling the predatory 
spirit of the subordinate chieftains, and of checking any disposition 
which might arise amongst them of a tendency adverse the British 
interests, or to the general tranquillity of India. 

Some of these chieftains, however, appear to have considered the alli- 
ance between the British Government and the Peishwa to be adverse to 
their interests ; and although its tendency at all times has been rather to 
secure than to disturb the feudatory Mahratta states in the possession of 
tlmir separate territories and distinct rights, their characteristic spirit of 
habitual rapacity and lawless ambition has inclined them to view with jea- 
lousy an alliance, the vigour and efficiency of which must always have 
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opposed obstacles to any invasion of the legitimate authoHty of the 
Peishwa* 

During the period of time which elapsed^between the conclusion of the 
peace of Seringapatam in 1792, and the commencement of Lord Welles- 
ley*a administration in India in May 1798, the rapacity and ambition of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah^ had impaired the authority of the Peishwa to such 
a degree, as to have frustrated every benefit which Lord Cornwallli in- 
tended to secure to the British interests, by the alliance with the Peishwa* 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah had absolutely usurped the government of Poonah, 
and had established himself in the vicinity of that city with a powerful 
army, the regular infantry and artillery of which had been disciplined, 
and were then commanded principally by French officers. 

When Lord Wellesley at the close of the year 1798, required the Peishwa 
in consequence of Tippoo Sultaun’s aggression, to fulfil the conditions of 
the subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the justice of that de- 
mand was deemed irresistible, even by the perverse counsels cf Poonah, 
under the undue influence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Peishwa’s mi- 
nisters, therefore, ostensibly acquiesced in the demand, and that experi- 
enced statesman, Nana Furnavese, who was then verging to the close of 
his career, would certainly have fulfilled the conditions of the alliance, 
had not the wisdom of his advice been overborne by the violence of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under this overbearing influence, notwithstanding the acquiescence of 
the Oourt of Poonah in the justice and necessity of the war against 
Tippoo Sultaun in 1798, and notwithstanding the Peishwa's declaration 
of his intention to co-operate in that war according to the terms of the 
subsisting dliance, the Mahrattas not only afforded no assistance to the 
British Government in the prosecution of the war, which terminated on 
the 4th of May 1799, but actually maiutaiued a secret and treacherous 
correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun and his ministers and officers down 
to the period of the fall of Seringapatam ; and even after that memora- 
ble event, the emissaries of the Mahratta Government (under the domi- 
nation of Scindiah, who then governed the Durbar of Poonah,) attempted 
to excite the family, and remaiuiug officers of the deceased Sultaun, to 
resist the settlement of Mysore. 

Notwithstanding the entire failure of the Peishwa in di8chargi.ig the 

* Ranojee Scmdiah, an officer in the service of Eao the first Peishwa, had 
five sons, one of whom died young; the other four were Jye Appa Scindiah, Butta 
Jec Puttail, Kiddar Rao Scindiah, and Madhajee Scindiah, Jye Appa Scindiah was 
killed in Jodepoou: , Butta Jee Puttail was killed in the vicinity of Belhi, in a battle 
with Ncjecb-po-Bowlah, the Governor of the district of Seharanpoor. Kiddar 
Rao Scindiah died a natural death. Madhejee Scindkh died on the I2th February 
1794, without male issue, and was succeeded on the 3d of March following by his 
adopted son Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who is the son of Kiddar Rao Sdndlah. 
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obligations of public faith to the British Government under the alliance 
concluded by Lord Cornwallis with the Mahratta power. Lord Wellesley 
in dividing Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions in the year 1799, offered a consi- 
derable share of territory to the Peishwa. The Governor-General how- 
ever annexed to this liberal grant conditions calculated to revive the alli- 
ance with the Peishwa on a secure basis.* The Peishwa, therefore, was 
induced by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to reject the proffered grant ; and con- 
sequently the territory which had been destined for the Mahrattas, was 
divided between the remaining allies, the Nizam, and the British Govern- 
ment 

Propositions of the most amicable nature were at the same time offered 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but when it is recollected that the most efficient 
part of his military power was under the command and influence of 
French adventurers, his rejection of all friendly overtures from the Bri- 
tish Government may be traced to other causes, in addition to that spirit 
of usurpation and plunder which urged him to seize the government of 
Poonah, to prohibit the Peishwa from cementing the ties of amity with 
his Highness’s ancient ally the Company, and even to compel that unfor- 
tunate Prince to violate his public faith with the Company, at the expense 
not only of reputation and honour, but of every interest nhich the Peishwa 
could be supposed to feel as a Sovereign Prince, m the independence of 
his own authority, in the security of his own power, and in the extension 
of his hereditary territory and revenue. 

Previously therefore to the commencement of the last war in Mysore, 
the usurpation of a subordinate chieftain of the Mahratta empire, had in 
effect dissolved the alliance formed by Lord Cornwallis with the Mahratta 
power, upon the basis of the Peishwa^s authority 5 and Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, the chieftain, by whose usurpation the alliance between the Mah- 
ratta power and the British Government had been dissolved, had effected 
that object by the presence of a powerful army formed under the com- 
mand of French adventurers, and considerably advanced in discipline, 
military skill and science, under a system of which the further progress 
will appear in the narrative of the events of the present war. 

The destruction of the hostile power of Mysore, accompanied by the 
consolidation of our alliances with the Court of Hyderabad, had left no 
antagonist to the British Government among the native states in India, 
excepting the Mahratta power. 

The Mahratta states, unconnected with any European ally, could never 
become formidable to the British Government, excepting in the event of 
an actual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire, under an efficient 
sovereign power, or in the event of a revolution, which should unite the 


* Sec vol. 11. of the Marquess Wellesley’s Despatches.— [Ed.] 
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command of the resources of a large portion of the Mahratta territory, 
in the hands of an active and enterprlssing chief* Such events, however 
to be deprecated, might have been encountered without apprehension by 
the British Government, in the commanding position of its foreign rela- 
tions, and in the vigorous condition of its internal resources and eon* 
centrated strength. 

But it was obviously prudent to employ every endeavour to effect such 
an arrangement, as should preclude the union of the Mahratta states 
under any circumstances, which might menace ^interruption to the tran- 
quillity of our possessions, or of those of our allies. With this view, it 
appeared to be expedient to receive under the protection of the general 
defe'isive system, of which the foundation was laid by the treaty with the 
Nizam concluded in 1800, such of the Mahratta states as might be dis- 
posed to enter into subsidiary engagementswith the British Governments 
on this principle a subsidiary treaty was concluded with the Guikwar in 
1802, the operation of which attached that state to the Company, and 
secured to the Company a valuable and important territorial establish- 
ment in the maritime province of Guzerat. The most effectual arrange- 
ment, however, for securing the British Government against any danger 
from the Mahratta states, appeared to be an intimate alliance with the 
acknowledged sovereign power of the Mehratta empire, founded upon 
principles, which should render the British influence and military force 
the main support of that power. Such an arrangement appeared to afford 
the best security for preserving a due balance between the several states 
constituting the confederacy of the Mahratta empire, as well as for 
preventing any dangerous union, or diversion of the resources of that 
empire. 

It has always been a principal object of the British Government to 
prevent the sovereign power of the Mahratta state or the power of any 
great branch of the Mahratta empire, from passing into the hands of 
France. While the views of the government of France shall be directed 
to the establishment of its authority within the peninsula of Hindostan, 
it is manifestly the policy of the British Government to accomplish such 
a system of alliances with the powers of India, as may preclude the oc- 
currence of those internal convulsions, which would afford to France the 
most favourable opportunity of effecting her ambitious purpose. 

The disturbed state of the Mahratta empire would have afforded an 
advantageous opportunity to the government of France, for the success- 
ful prosecution of its favourite object, of establishing a dominion within 
the peninsula of Hindostan, by the introduction of a military force, for 
the purpose of aiding the cause of one of the contending parties ; and 
the views of France would have been materially favouied by the sticngth 
and efficiency of Monsieur Perron’s foice, established with a great terri- 
torial dominion extending towards the left bank of the Indus through the 
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Punjaub,^ and comprehending* Agra, Delhi, and a large portion of the 
Dooab of the Jumna and Ganges, on the most vulnerable part of our 
north-western frontier of Hindostan $ and holding the person and nomi- 
nal authority of the unfortunate Shah Aulum, (the deposed Moghul em- 
peror,) in the most abject and degrading 8ubjection.t 

The endeavours of the Governor-General have therefore been employed 
for some years past to establish between the Peishwa and the British Go- 
vernment, such a connection as might secure the stabiLty and efficiency 
of the Peishwa^s authority, under the protection of the British power, 
without injury to the rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Mahratta 
empire. 

The efforts of the Governor-Genera^ for that purpose were renewed at 
those seasons of difficulty and danger when the Peishwa’s independence 
was controled, and when the existence of his government was exposed 
to hazard by the violence, rai>acity, and ambition of his feudatory chief- 
tains. Had the Peishwa then assented to the moderate and salutary pro- 
positions which were offered to his acceptance, he could not have been 
exposed to the disastrous event by which (on the 25th of October 1802) 


* Punjaub, (or the country of the five rivers) the country contained between 
the five branches of the river Indus, from the 30th to the 3 2d degree of north lati- 
tude, and from the 70th to the 75th degree of east longitude. 

t The annual revenue of the countries subject to Monsieur Perron denved from 
the territorial possessions, as well as from other resources, are stated to have 
amounted to one crore and thirty-five lacs of rupees, or about £ 1,700,000 sterling. 

Although the regular corps in Scindiah's service were first formed by Monsieur 
De Boigne, it was his practice to admit into the sennce Bntish as well as French 
officers ; but since his resignation, the object of Monsieur Perron (who succeeded 
to his authority) has been directed to the exclusion of British officers, and to the 
establishment of a military power, exclusively commanded by Frenchmen. This 
plan had been earned into effect with considerable success ; and Monsieur Perron, 
it is supposed, only waited the arrival of French officers to dismiss the whole body 
of British officers remaining in the service of Scmdiah. 

Dowlut 3EUo S^'indiuh holds the appointment of Deputy to the Vaquel ul Mutuluk, 
which last is an office similar to that of a Regent or Viceroy, exercising almost 
independent powers of sovereignty under the Great Moghul. 

The office of Vaquel ul Mutuluk being holden by the Peishwa, Scindiah m his 
quality of Deputy administered the affairs of the nominal Moghul empire, and the 
fiction was carried to so gieat a length, that Monsieur Perron called his army the 
" Imperial army,** and himself a servant and subject of the Emperor or Great 
Moghul. 

There is every reason to believe that the government of France intended to make 
the unfortunate Emperor of Hindostan the mam instrument of their designs m 
India, and to avail themselves of the authority of his Majesty»s nan^ to re-esta- 
blish their infiuence and power. A plan to this effect was actually submitted to 
the Chief Consul of France in 1801, by an officer who afterwards accompanied 
General Decaen to India m 1803. A copy of this plan is now in the possession of 
the Governor-General. 
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he was expelled from Poonah, by which his authority was subverted, his 
person endangered, and his country and capital abcytidoned to devastation 
and plunder. 

Notwithstanding the frequent disappointments which occurred in the 
accomplishment of his salutary views, the Governor-Oeneral determined, 
in the month of June 1802, to renew his negotiations for the conclusion 
of an improved system of alliance with the Court of Poonah. The en<* 
creased distractions of the Mahratta state, and the successes of Jeswunt 
Rao Holhar, (an illegitimate son of the late Tuckojee Holkar,) agidnst 
the forces of Scindidh, appeared to constitute a crisis of affairs favour- 
able to the complete establishlnent of the interests of the British power 
in the Mahratta empire, mthout the hazard of involving it in a contest 
with any party. 

The danger to which Scindiah’s separate dominions and hereditary in- 
terests had been exposed by the success of Holkar, and the ruin wMch 
must have ensued to ScindiaVs affairs if Holkar had been able to esta- 
blish himself in the usurpation of the Peishwa’s government, appwed 
to constitute sufScient motives to counterbalance both Scindiah^s jealonsy 
of the British power and his inordinate desire of usurping the same au- 
thority at Poonah, which Holkar was prepared to seize. Scindiah's im- 
mediate personal safety was endangered, and the restoration of the Peishwa 
under the British protection at that moment offered the only probable 
means of affording Scindiah a respite from the violence of Holkar. On 
the other hand, Holkar being a mere adventurer, and his resources and 
power altogether precarious, might have been expected to relin<}uish 
without regret his pursuits of irregular ambition and temporary rapine at 
Poonah, for the more secure and substantial benefit of a permanent esta- 
blishment under the British protection. 

In the course of the discussions which ensued between his Highness 
the Peishwa and the British Resident, in consequence of the (jfovernor- 
Oeneral’s instructions of the 23d of June 1802, the Peishwa manifested 
considerable anxiety to contract engagements with the British Govern- 
ment, but continued (under the terror of that ascendency which ScindO^ih, 
although absent, still continued to maintain over the counsels of the 
Peishwa, and with the habitual irresolution of a Mahratta,) to withhold 
his consent to any admissible modification of the Governor-Generals pro- 
positions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar actually arrived at the head of a 
large army, in the neighbourhood of Poonah. The combined army of the 
Peishwa and of Scindiah marched from Poonah under the command of 
Suddasheo Bhow, for the purpose of encountering Holkaris force. On 
the 26th of October 1802, the two armies engaged, and on the same day, 
the Peishwa sent his minister to the British Resident with a paper, de- 
siring the establishment of a subsidiary force of six battalions of Sepoys, 
with the usual complement of artillery, and conveying a sunnud (or grant) 
for territory to the annual amount of twenty-five lacs of rupees, proposed 
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to be ceded in perpetuity to the honourable Company, for the payment of 
that force The minister at the same time assured the Resident of the 
Peishwa’s earnest desire, that a general defensive alliance should be con- 
cluded and earned into effect, at the earliest practicable period of time, 
between his Highness and the Company on the principles of the treaty 
concluded at Hyderabad, in the month of October 1800 . No reason 
existed to warrant a doubt of the Peishwa's sincerity to the extent com- 
patible with the timidity of his character. His Highness might be deemed 
to be indifferent to the success of either contending party, and to be 
equally menaced by the usurpation of Scindiah and by that of Holkar. 
The approach of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwa from any imme- 
diate fear of Scindiah, and left his Highness at liberty to embrace the 
British protection. 

The Governor-General ratified this engagement on the day on which he 
received it, and signified to the Peishwa his determination to employ 
every effort of the British power, for the restoration of his Highnesses 
just authority. With a view to include the several branches of the Mah- 
ratta empire in the proposed general alliance, the Governor-General 
availed himself of this opportunity to renew his invitation to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, to partake the benefits of the treaty proposed to be concluded 
with the Peishwa, and accordingly directed Colonel Collins to proceed 
from Putty Ghur to Scindiah’s camp, for the purpose of proposing the 
terms on which Scindiah might be admitted to the benefits of the general 
defensive engagements already concluded with the Peishwa 
The engagement between the combined army of the Peishwa and Scin- 
diah, and that commanded by Holkar, terminated in the total defeat of 
the former, with considerable loss. After the action, the Peishwa retired 
with an inconsiderable body of cavalry to a fortress in .the vicinity of 
Poonah, whence he prosecuted his march towards the Cokan.* 

The object of Holkar was to obtain possession of the person of his 
Highness the Peishwa, and to compel his Highness to establish such an 
administration as might secure HolkaPs ascendancy, to the exclusion of 
Scindiah^s power. In the event of the failure of this project, the second 
plan of Holkar was to invite to Poonah, Amrut Rao, (the adopted son of 
the late Ragobah,) to place the son of Amrut Rao on the musnud, and 
invest Amrut Rao with the office of Prime Minister. Holkar himself was 
to assume the general command of the troops of the state. 

Finding that the Peishwa had effected his retreat to Mhar, a fort in the 
Cokan, situated on the river of Bancoote, Holkar detached a force to 
Jejoory, a fort about thirty miles south-east of Poonah, and the actual 
residence of Amrut Rao, and brought that chieftain to Poonah for the 


* The narrow tract of country along the western coast of India, contained be- 
tween the province of Canara and Bombay, and bounded by the Western Ghauts. 

voh* nr. c 
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purpose of carryitif^ tliis plan into execution j and altlion^ifli Amrut Eao 
appears to have been adverse to the arrangement the ulTairs of (iovern- 
meut wcre> in conformity to Holkar^s plan, conducted at Poonah under 
the authority of Ararat Rao’s name. 

In the meanwhile, the Peishwa signified to the Ooverument of Bombay, 
that it was his Highness’s intention to seek refuge at that Presidency, 
and his Highness actually availed himself of the offer which had been 
made to him of the ship Herculean^ for the purpose of conveying him 
from Mhar to a strong fort in another part of the Cokan, named Saven- 
droog, where his person was likely to be perfectly secure against the at- 
tempts of the rebels and usurpers. 

In the existing slate of the affairs of the Mahratta empire, it would have 
been a measure of indispensable precaution to have assembled a considera- 
ble army of observation upon the frontier of the Mahratta territories, for 
the purpose of securing our own provinces, and those of our allies the 
Nizam and the Rajah of Mysore, against the attack of the chiefs at Poonah, 
as well as of repelling the predatory incursion of any vagrant freebooter, 
whom the issue of the contest might compel to seek subsistence In the 
British dominions, or in those of our allies. These important considera** 
tions, combined with the application made to the Governor of Fort St 
George, by the Resident at Poonah, acting under the orders of the Go- 
vernor-General, induced Lord Clive early in the montji of November 1802 , 
to assemble a considerable force at Hurryhur,'*^ on the north-western fron- 
tier of Mysore, without wcuting the arrival of direct instructions from the 
Governor-General for that purpose. The Governor of Bombay pursued 
the same wise and salutary course of vigilance and precaution, by prepar- 
ing for immediate service the disposable force at that Presidency. A con- 
siderable detachment of the subsidiary force at Hyderabad was also ordered 
by the Resident at that Court to be prepared for eventual service in the 
field, in conformity to a requisition for that purpose from the Eeahlent at 
Poonah. 


* Force assembled at Hurryhur under the command of Licut.-Gcneral Stuart, 
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Total. 
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H.M. 26thdo. J 

2,606 3,681 

Artillery, - 390 

— 

390 

Gun Lascars, 

iNfANTRY. 

5 Companies of H. M. 1 
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Native Infantry, - 12,182 

18,998 

With 800 Pioneers, and 5C3 Oun 
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During these transactions, several conferences were holden at Poonah, 
between the Resident Lieut..CoL Close, Holkar and Amrut Rao, in which 
both these chieftains expressed their solicitude for the preservation of the 
friendship of the British Government, and directly and earnestly applied 
to the Resident for his advice and mediation in effecting an accommodation 
with the Peishwa, About the same time, the Governor-General also re- 
ceived a letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, under date the 24th November, 
soliciting the continuance of the friendship of the British Government to- 
wards his state, and that of the Peishwa, and containing a request, that 
the Governor-General would act in concert with Scindiah during the exist- 
ing crisis of affairs at Poonah. 

Having with difficulty obtained permission to quit Poonah, Lieut.-Col 
Close, the British Resident, left that capital on the 28th of November, and 
reached Bombay on the 3d of December The capital of the Mahratta 
empiie remained in the possession of the rebels and usurpers Towards 
the end of the month of November the Peishwa embarked from Saven- 
droog, under convoy of the Herculean^ and arrived at Bassein on the 16th 
of December, attended by a small escort of about one hundred and thirty 
followers. His Highness was immediately waited upon by Lieut.-CoL 
Close, and the 18th of December was fixed for the day on which the 
Peishwa would enter on the discussion of the definitive treaty with the 
British Government. Accordingly, early in the morning of the 18th De- 
cember 1802, Lieut.-CoL Close attended the Peishwa at his Highness’s 
place of residence on the Island of Bassein, and submitted to his High- 
ness’s consideration a draft of the defipitive treaty of alliance proposed to 
be concluded. The discussion lasted until sunset, by which time the Peishwa 
and his ministers agreed to the draft with some alterations which were ad- 
mitted by Colonel Close. The treaty was signed, sealed, and delivered on 
the 31st December 1802 at Bassein, and on the 18th of March 1803, the 
Peishwa received the counterpart of the treaty, ratified by the Governor- 
General in Council, with demonstrations of the highest satisfaction. 

In conformity to the plan of operations which the Governor-General had 
directed to be adopted for the restoration of the Peishwa to the musnud at 
Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force* stationed with his Highness 
the Nizam, amounting to about 8,368 men, marched from Hyderabad at 
the close of the month of February, and on the 26th of March reached 
the Town of Paraindah, a station on the western fiontier of the Nizam’s 
dominions, situated at the distance of one hundicd and sixteen miles from 
Poonah The subsidiary force was accompanied by 6,000 of the Nizam’s 
disciplined infantry, and about 9,000 cavalry, under leaders of approved 
valour and attachment 

Under instructions from the Governor-General of the 2d February 1803, 


* Subsidiary Porce* Two u'gimciits ot Native Cavalry, six battalions of Sepoys, 
and two companies ot Artillery. 
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Lord Clire, aided by tlie judgment of Lieut, -Gen. Stuart, ''vas empowered 
lo determine the time at which it might be proper for the British troops to 
advance into the hlahratta terntorien, and the amount of the force to be 
detached from the main aimy assembled on the frontier of Mysore for that 
purpose. 

Adverting to the importance and expediency of securing the early arrival 
of the British troops at Poonah, Lord Clive on the 27th February instruct- 
ed Lieut.-General Stuart, then present with the army on the frontier of 
Mysore, to adopt the necessary measures for the march of the British 
troops into the Mahratta territory, leaving it to the judgment of Lieut.- 
General Stuart to determine the amount of the force necessary to be de- 
tached from the main body of the army. 

The command of the advanced detachment necessarily required the 
united exertion of considerable military skill, and of great political ex- 
perience and discretion ; and Lord Clive was therefore of opinion, that it 
could not be confided with equal prospects of advantage to any other per- 
son than the honourable Major-General Wellesley, whose extensive local 
knowledge and personal influence among the Mahratta chieftains, (acquired 
by his conduct in the command of Mysore, and by his victories over Doon* 
diah and other refractory chiefs) were peculiarly calculated to ensure suc- 
cess to the intended operations. Lord Clive accordingly desired that 
General Wellesley might be appointed to the command of the advanced 
detachment, under instructions to be furnished to him by Lieut-General 
iStuart, according to the spirit of the Governor-GencraPs orders of the 2d 
of February 1803. 

In conformity to those instructions, Lieut. -General Stuart directed a de- 
tachment from the mmn army assembled at Hurryliur, to be formed under 
the command of Major-General Wellesley for the purpose of advancing 
into the Mahratta territory, The detachment consisted of one regiment 
of European, and three regiments of native cavalry, two regiments of 
European and six battalions of native infantry, with a due proportion of 
artillery, amounting all together to about 9,707 men, and to this force 
was added 2,600 of the Rajah of Mysore’s horse.* 

Major-General Wellesley commenced his march from Hurryhur on the 
9th of March, and crossed Mie Tumhudra river on the 12th. The pro- 
gresb of the British troops through the Mahratta territories was most suc- 
cessful, They were every where received as friends, and almost all the 


* Here it may be obaeived that the power and resources of Mysore which had 
hitherto been opposed to us in every contest with the native states of Intlia, were 
now in consequence of the conquest of Sermgapatam m 1790, applied to the aid 
of the British Government, and adorded essential assistance. By the subsidiary 
treaty of Seiingapatam concluded m 1790, the lliuah ot Mysore is bound to co- 
opciate m the mo'it effectual inanuei with the Butish Government when engaged 
in hostilities 
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chiefs in the vicinity of the route of the detachment, joined with their 
forces, and accompanied the British army to Poonah. The amicable con- 
duct of the Jagheerdara, and of the inhabitants (arising principally from 
the fame which the British arms had acquired in the campaign under Ma- 
jor-General Wellesley^s command against Doondiah Waugh,) contributed 
to enable our army to perform this long march at a most unfavourable 
season of the year, without loss or distress Great merit is also to be 
ascribed to the ability, temper, activity, and skill of Major-General Wel- 
lesley in directing the system of the supply and movement of the troops, 
in preventing plunder and all excess, and in conciliating the inhabitants of 
the districts through which his route was directed 

The Nizam’s subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, arrived within a 
short distance of Major-General Wellesley’s force at Aklooss, a town 
within eight miles of the Neera river, on the J6th of April, and was the 
next day reinforced from Major-General Wellesley’s army by his Majesty’s 
Scotch brigade. Jeswunt Rao Holkar had left Poonah some time previous 
to this period, and the native officers who commanded the corps which he 
had detached to the southward, retreated with precipitation as General 
Wellesley advanced. On the 16th of April Holkar had reached Chandore, 
(about one hundred and thirty miles N. N. E. from Poonah,) and Amrut 
Rao alone remained at Poonah with about 1,600 men. 

Under these circumstances, it appeared to Major-General Wellesley un- 
necessary to advance to Poonah all the troops destined to effect the resto- 
ration of thePeishwaj and as the country was much exhausted, and a 
general deficiency of forage prevailed. General Wellesley determined to 
dispose of the troops in such situations, that the whole migfit procure 
forage and subsistence, and might easily form a junction, in case that 
measure should appear to be advisable. Accordingly, General Wellesley 
ordered Colonel Stevenson to march from his position near Aklooss to 
Gardoon, to leave near that place, within the Nizam’s dominions, all his 
Highness’s troops, and to place himself with the British subsidiary troops 
in a position on the Beemah river towards Poonah, near its junction with 
the Mota Mola river. 

After having completed these arrangements. General Wellesley conti- 
nued his march towards Poonah by the road of Baramooty. The General 
had received repeated intimations from Colonel Close, that Amrut Rao 
who still remained at Poonah, intended to plunder and burn that city on 
the approach of the British troops, and at last Major-General Wellesley 
received an urgent request from the Peishwa then at Bassein, to detach 
some of his Highness’s troops in order to provide for the safety of his 
Highness’s family still remaining at Poonah. It was obvious that even if 
General Wellesley could have prevailed on the officers of the Peishwa’s 
troops to march to Poonah, the force was not of a description or strength 
to prevent the execution of Amrut Rao’s design ; and General Wellesley 
determined therefore to move forward with the British cavalry and the 
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Mahratta troops belonging to the Peishwa, as soon as the British army 
should arrive within the distance of a forced march from Poonah. In the 
mean time* intelligence was received that Amrut Eao was still in the 
neighbourhood of Poonah on the 18th of April, and that he had removed 
the Peiahwa’s family to the fortress of Saoghur, a measure, which was ge- 
nerally supposed to be preparatory to the destruction of the city. Major** 
General Wellesley therefore marched on the 19th April 1803, at night, 
over a most rugged country, and through a difficult pass (the Little Bhoor- 
ghaut,) about forty miles to Poonah, wliich city he reached at the head of 
the cavalry on the 20th, making the total distance marched by the cavalry 
with Major-General Wellesley in person at their head since the morning of 
the 19th (thirty- two hours,) about sixty miles. 

Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British troops early on the morn- 
ing of the 20th, and retired with precipitation, leaving the city in safety. 
Major-General Wellesley and the British troops were welcomed, as the de- 
liverers of the city, by the few inhabitants who remained, smd those who 
deserted their habitations, and had fled to the adjoining hills dudng the 
usurpation of Holkar, afforded a proof of their confidence in the British 
Government, by immediately returning to their houses, and by resuming 
their different occupations. It is a circumstance equally honourable to the 
British character, and propitious to the British interests in that quarter of 
India, that the first effects of the British influence in the Mahratta domi- 
nions should have been displayed in rescuing the capital of the empire from 
impending ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine. 

During the progress of these transactions, arrangements were made at 
Bombay for the march of the Pcishwa towards Poonah. A detachment/ 
consisting of his Majesty's 7Bth regiment (which the Governor-General 
embarked from Fort William on the 7th of February, and which arrived 
at Bombay on the 6th of April 1803,) five companies of his Majesty's 84th 
regiment, a proportion of artillery, and 1,035 Sepoys, was formed and 
placed under the command of Colonel Murray of his Majesty's 84th regi- 
ment, as an escort to his Highness, who left Bassein, attended by the Resi- 
dent Lieut -Col. Close, on the 27th of April 1803. 

On the 6th of May the Peishwa passed Major-General Wellesley's camp 
near Poonah, and on the I3th of the same month his Highness, attended 
by his brother Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous train of the principal 
chiefs of the Mahratta empire, proceeded towards the city of Poonah ; 
having entered his palace, his Highness resumed his seat upon the musnud, 
and received presents from his principal servants 

During the procession, the British Resident Lieut -Col. Close, accom- 
panied by his suite, paid his compliments to his Highness, when a salute 


* Detachment forming the Peishwa^s escort under the command of Colond 
Murray, of hjs Majesty^s 84th regiment Europeans, INatlvcs, 1,035* 

Artillery, 93 , Total, 2,298. With 111 Gun Lascars. 
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\v«i8 fired by the Biitish troops encamped in the vicinity of Poonab, under 
the command of Major-General Welleslc> , this salute was immediately 
tinswcied from the foitress of Sao 4 hur. 

While the procession passed the biida^e leadin« into the city, a second 
salute was fired fiom the British camp, and as the Peishwa approached the 
palace, salutes were filed from the several posts of the Mahiatta troops. 
At sun-set salutes were fired from all the lull forts in the vicinity of 
Poonuh. 

While these transactions passed at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Sciiidiah had 
collected a laiji^c force at Ougem^ with the profes&ed view of opposing 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and having commenced hia maich from that capital 
towards Poonah, crossed the Ncibiidda river on the 4th of February 1803, 
and arrived m the vicinity of Booilianpoor on the 23d of that month. 

Colonel Collins, the British Resident, despatched by the Governor-Ge- 
neral from Futty-Ghui, ai rived at the camp of Dowlut Rao Srindiah on 
the 27th February 1803. The advices which the Governor-Geneial had i 3 - 
ceived from Colonel Collins, and fiom other (^uarteis, induced his Lordship 
to entertain suspicions, that Scindiah, notwithstanding his specious profes- 
sions, being now delivered by the intei position of the British power, fiom 
the immediate fear of the superiority oi llolkar, meditated an accommo- 
dation with Holkar, and a confederacy with that chiettain and with the 
Rajah of B(‘xar, for the purpose of subverting the treaty concluded by the 
British Government with the Peishwa at Bassem. This suspicion was cor- 
roborated by the artifices practised at the camp of Scindiah, upon the ar- 
rival of Coionol Collins, with a view of clmling the coramunicarion of the 
propositions with which Colomd Collins was charged under the authority 
of the Governor-General. The mtiicaey, perverse policy, and treachery of 
such an intrigue, however contiary to every piinciple of true wisdom and 
justice, are habitual to the low cunning and captious jealousy of the Mah- 
rattas. Colonel Collins therefore, on the 24th March 1803, demanded and 
obtained an audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, foi the purpose of requiring 
an explanation of the suspected intrigue, when that chieftain, in the pre- 
sence of all his principal ministers, positively assured Colonel Collins, that 
he had no intention whatever to obstiuct the completion of the arrange- 
ments concluded between die Peishwa and the British Government, and 
that it was his wish to improve the friendship then subsisting between the 
Peishwa, the British Government, and his own state. 

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the Governor-General had 
great cause to doubt the sincerity of Scindiah's professions, while the en- 
creasing rumours of the supposed confederacy between that chieftain, Jes- 

* Ougem 18 Scmdiah^s capital, situated near the ancient city of Mundu, the 
capital of the ChilUngl Kings of Malwa Ougcin is about forty miles north or 
north-west of Indore, Uolkar's capital. These two cities are situated m the pro- 
vince of Malwa, which is divided botvvecu the Peishwa, Scindiah, and Holkai 
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wunt Rao Holkar, and the Rajah of Berar, remhn'cd it ahfioluttdy am*s- 
isary for the British Govcrumcut to l)run)f the quosticm of the supjMHcd 
confederacy to a determination, and in tlie event of the actual formation of 
fetich a confederacy, to prepare the British Government and its allies for a 
contest with the confederated chieftains. 

Colonel Collins thendbre, in a conference on the 28rh of May, commu- 
nicated to Scindiah the representations which he had he<*n directed to make 
in conformity to instructions from the Governor-General under date the 
5th JMay j by which Colonel Collins was desired to require the immediate 
return to Ilindostan of Scindiah with his army, because Dowlut Kao Sem- 
diah possessed no right to impede the iiccomplishmeut of the treaty of 
Basscin, unless his own security was endangered by that arrangement, be- 
cause the advance of his army must necessarily have prevented the due 
execution of that treaty, and because Scindiah (having on the 24th of 
March, formally disavowed an intention of obstnicting the engagements 
concluded between the Peishwa and the British Government,) his march 
to Poonah, or his continuance south of the Nerbudda river * were incom- 
patible with that declaration, and could not be lecouciled to any other 
policy than a determined intention to distaib those engagements, and to 
re-establish his former usurped ascendency in the government of Poonah. 

Colonel Collins at the sam^ time delivered to Scindiah a copy of the 
treaty of Bassein • Scindiah, after having considered the articles of the 
treaty, declared, that it contained no stipulations injurious to his just 
rights. In conformity to the Goveruor-GeucraPs instructions, Colonel 
Collins required Scindiah to state the nature of his late negoiiationa with 
the Rajah of Berar, aud wiih Jeswunt Rat) Holkar, mtimatini* also to 
Scindiah the resolution of the Goveuior-General, to resist any attempt on 
the part of any state or power to obstruct the complete execution of the 
treaty of Bassein. 

The Resident (Colonel Collins) also apprissed Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
that, in the event of his refusing to aiford the just and reasonable explana- 
tions and assurances which the Resident demanded, and of his continuing 
to prosecute military operatioub in opposition to the Resident's remon- 
strances, the British Government would be compelled to adopt tneasun's of 
precaution on every boundary of that chieftain's dominionh ; The Resident 
added, agreeably to the Govenior-Geneial's instructions, that certain in- 
telligence of the accession of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to any confederacy 
against the British power would pi*oducc immediate hostility on all parts 
of his frontier. 

In reply, Scindiah repeatedly declared, in public Durbar, that he could 
not afford the satisfaction demanded, until a meeting should have taken 
place between him and the Rajah of Beiar, when the British Resident 
should be informed whether it would be peace or war." 

♦ The Norbudda nver forms the southern Imuntlatv of Hmdostan prujun. 
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It is impossible not to contrast this unprovoked menace of hostility with 
the temperate declaration of the Governor-General, intimating a condi- 
tional intention to adopt measures of precaution on every boundary of 
Scindiah’s dominions, in the event only of that chieftain continuing to pro- 
secute military operations, in opposition to the remonstrances of the Resi- 
dent, and refusing to afford the reasonable explanations which the Resi- 
dent had demanded. In the'sequel of the Governor-GeneraPs declaration, 
which adverted to the extreme case of ultimate hostility, that eventual case 
is stated to have been contemplated by the Governor-General in the single 
event of Scindiati having actually acceded to a confederacy against the 
British power, which act, on the part of Scindiah, would alone have con- 
stituted a positive aggression. The insult offered to the British Govern- 
ment by a reference of the question of peace or war to the result of a con- 
ference with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head of a considerable army, 
had reached the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp at Eidalabad, 
together with the indication which Scindiah’s abrupt declaration, and the 
approaching junction of his army with that of the Rajali of Berar afforded, 
of a disposition on the part of those chieftains, to prosecute the supposed 
objects of their confederacy, rendered it the duty of the British Govern- 
ment to adopt without delay, the most effectual measures for the vindica- 
tion of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and interests, and 
those of its allies, against any attempt on the part of the confederates to 
injure or invade them. 


A Map IS given with this Volume, m order that the extensive plan of mih- 
taiy operations may more readily be comprehended. The interesting letter from 
General Lake to the Duke of York, describing the short and brilliant campaign m 
Hindostan, appears in the Appendix 

Two pnvate letters to Mr. Addington iUustrative of the transactions relative to 
the Carnatic, and other subjects treated of in this Volume, are also given m the 
Appendix. 

In consequence of the size of the present Volume, several documents intended 
for the Appendix will appear in the 4th and last Volume of the l^'laxquess Wel- 
lesley’s Indian Despatches. — [E d.] 
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INDIA. 


No. I. 

The Mimivnii to the Honounthle Court of DireetOTH 

Honouraui K Sirs, r<>rt William, Due 24, 1802. 

In the separate letters which 1 had the honour to address 
to your lionourable Court, under date the Ihtof January, and 
13th of March, 1802, 1 solicited your permission to resign the 
service of the honourable Couipanv, and to embark for Eng- 
land in the month of Januar\, 1803; and 1 appriased your 
honourable Court, that under all the circumstances of the 
case, I should deem myself at liberty to embark for Europe 
in the last week of January, 1803, although }our express per- 
mission for that purpose should not have reached me, pro- 
vided I should ha\e received, previously to that time, the 
notification of }our pleasure respecting the appointment of 
my provisional successor in this (lovernment. 

2. 1 received with great satisfaction the notification of your 
appointment of Mr. Barlow to take charge of this Govern- 
ment m the event of my death, resignation, or departure from 
India, and I should accordingly have considered myself to be 
authorized to embark for England in the approaching month 
of January, if an important crisis had not arisen in the state 
of political affairs in India since the date of my despatches of 
the 1st of January, and 13th of March, 1802. 

3. The recent distractions in the IMahratta empire have 
occasioned a (combination of circumstances of the utmost im- 
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portance to the stability of the British power in India* In my 
judgment, the confusion now prevailing among the Mahratta 
powers cannot terminate in any event unfavourable to the 
security of the honourable Company, or of its allies. But I 
cannot behold, without considerable solicitude, a conjuncture 
of affairs which appears to present the most advantageous 
opportunity that has ever occurred, of improving the British 
interests in that quarter on solid and durable foundations. 

4. In my despatch of this date to the Secret Committee ^ 
of your honourable Court, I have stated a general view of the 
events which have taken place in the Mahratta empire, as 
well as of the system of measures which 1 have adopted for 
the purpose of deriving every practicable benefit to your 
interests from the issue of the present crisis ; and I have the 
satisfaction to assure your honourable Court, that I entertain 
no apprehension of any interruption of the prosperity of 
your affairs in India; or of any occurrence which can involve 
the Bricish power in hostilities with any of the contending 
parties at Poonah* 

5. My public duty, and the service of the honourable Com- 
pany, appear to me, however, to require, that"! should be 
prepared to continue in charg<^ of tins Government, until the 
general state of our political relations in India shall assume a 
more settled aspect. 1 have, therefore, determined not to 
embark for Ibigland during the present season* unless a 
change of circumstances should render my departure expe- 
dient or necessary. 

6. Your honourable Court may be assured that I will avail 
myself of c very practicable opportunity to afford you the most 
seasonable information of any such change of circumstances 
as may affect tlie period of my departure. 

I have the honour to be, 

VV^eli.esley, 
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No. IL 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Secret Committee of the Hotumrahle Court 
of Directors 

Honourable Sirs^ Fort Dec. 24, 1802. 

1, Your Honourable Committee will receive by the ships 
which remain to be despatched to England from Bengal in 
the course of the present season, a detailed narrative of the 
events and transactions in the Mahratta empire, which have 
terminated in a crisis of affairs among the Mahratta powers, 
highly interesting to the political relations of the British 
power in India. The same conveyance will furnish you with 
a detail of the negotiations conducted by the resident at Poo- 
nah, under my authority, with a view to the accomplishment 
of the important object of comprehending the Mahratta 
states in the general system of defensive alliance with the 
honourable Company and its allies, on the basis of the treaty 
concluded with his Highness the Nizam, in the month of Oc- 
tober, 1800. ^ Your honourable Committee will also receive 
by the same channel every document relative to the system of 
measures which 1 have deemed it necessary to adopt for the 
security and promotion of the British interests in the present 
crisis of the affairs of the Mahratta empire. 

2. I am anxious, however, to submit to your honourable 
Committee, at the earliest practicable period of time, a sum- 
mary view of these important occurrences, of the principles 
by which I have been governed in the course of policy which 
I have pursued, and of my expectations with regard to the 
final result of the actual crisis of affairs in India. 

S. The annexed copy of the instructions of the Governori- 
General in council, to the resident at Poonah, under date 
June ^3, 18053, (A.f) contains a review of the conduct and dis- 
position of the State of Poonah towards the British Govern- 
ment, since the commencement of my administration, down to 
that period of time. 

4. Under those instructions, the resident at Poonah re- 
newed the negotiations for the conclusion of an improved 
system of alliance with that Court. The increased distrac- 
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tions in the Mahratta state, the rebellion of Jeswunt Row 
Ilolkar (illegitimate son and successor of the late Tuctojee 
Ilolkar) against the combined forces of the Feishwa and 
Scindiah, appeared to constitute a cvl^h of affairs favour- 
able to the success of our negotiations at Poonah. 

5. In the course of the discussions which ensued between 
the Resident and the court of Poonah, the Peishwa mani- 
fested a solicitude to contract defensive engagements with the 
honourable Company, under circumstances of more apparent 
sincerity than had marked his conduct on any former occasion. 
The Peishwa, however, continued to withhold his consent to 
any admissible modification of the Governor-GeneraVs propo- 
sitions, untilJeswunt Row Holkar, at the head of a formidable 
army, actually arrhed in the vicinity of Poonah. The supe- 
riority of Jeswunt Row Holkar’s troops in number and disci- 
pline to those of the Peishwa and Dowlut Row Scindiah, 
rendered the issue of any contest nearly certain. The Peish- 
wa, however, anticipated C(|ual difficulty and hazard, and 
e<{ual disgrace to his authority, in the success of either party. 
Nor was the menaced usurpation of Jeswunt Row Holkar 
more formidable to the Peishwa than the alternative, of the 
revival and confirmation of the ascendancy of Scindiah ; wdiose 
troops composed the greater proportion of the army destined 
to oppose tlie progress of Jesivunt Row Holkar. 

G. Under these circumstances the Peishwa, on the 14th 
of October, despatched hia principal minister to the British 
Resident, charged wuth definitive proposals for the conclusion 
of defensive and subsidiary engagements with the British 
Government. Those proposals are detailed in tlm annexed 
memorial marked During the discussions wdiich ensued 
on the basis of those propositions, the evasive conduct of the 
Peishwa excited considerable doubts of Ins sincerity, even 
at tliat stage of the negotiation, and on thc/^iltli of October, 
wdien the army of Jeswunt Ilow' Holkar had .irrived within a 
few miles of Poonah, the Peishwa despatched a deputation 
to that chieftain with distinct proposals for an accommodation, 
winch Jeswunt Row Holkar rejected. At the instance of the 
Peishwa, Suddasheo Bhow', the commander of the combined 
forces of the Peishwa and Scindiah, had previously marched 
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with the army under his command from Poonah, and had 
occupied a position in the vicinity of Jeswunt Row Holkar’s 
camp. On the morning of the 25th the two armies engaged, 
and on the same day, with a view to be prepared for every 
event, the Peishwa moved from Poonah at the head of his 
remaining troops ; and at the moment of marching sent his 
minister to the British Resident with a paper, of which a trans- 
lation is annexed to this despatch (C). ^ The minister Ra- 
gonath Row offered to the British Resident the fullest assur- 
ances of the Peishwa’s intention and meaning, that a gene- 
ral definitive alliance should be concluded and carried into 
effect at the earliest practicable period of time, between his 
Highness and the honourable Company, on the fundamental 
principles, and in conformit} to the s) stem of operation de- 
tailed in the paper to which this paragraph f refers. 

7. In consequence of this transaction, the British Resident 
judged it to be expedient to suggest to the Right Honourable 
the Governor of Fort St. George, and to the Honourable the 
Governor of Bombay, the necessity of preparing a body of 
troops, under the authority of those presidencies respectively, 
for the eventual support of the Peishwa’s government, and 
for the protection of his person. The Resident at Poonah 
transmitted a similar application to the Resident at Hydera- 
bad, for the eventual services of a considerable detachment 
from the subsidiary force stationed with his Highness the 
Ni/.am. 

tS, The engagement between the combined army of the 
Peishwa and Sciiuliah, and that commanded by Jeswunt Row 
Holkar terminated in the total defeat of the combined army, 
with great loss. At the close of the action, tlie Peislnva 
retired with a small body of cavalry to a fortress in the vicinity 
of Poonah, %vhenee he pi'osecuted his march towards the Con- 
can. The city of Poonah remained in the charge of an officer 
in the service of the IVnshwa, while Jeswunt Row Holkar con- 
tinued to occupy a camp at the distance of four miles from Poo- 
nah. The primary object of Jesw uiit Row Holkar was to obtain 
possession of the Peishwa's person, and to compel his High- 
ness to establish such an administration as might secure Jes- 
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wunt Row Holkar’a ascendancy in the state, to the exclusion 
of Dowlut Row Scindiah’s influence. If this plan should 
fail, the next project of Jeswnnt Row Holkar was to invite to 
Poonah, Amrut Row (son of the late Rugghoonaut Row, or 
Ragobah, *) to place the son of Amrut Row on the musnud, 
and to invest Amrut Row with the office of prime minister, 
while Jeswunt Row Holkar should assume the general com- 
mand of the troops of the state. 

9. This crisis of affairs appeared to me to afford the most 
favourable opportunity for the complete establishment of the 
interests of the British power in the Mahratta empire, with- 
out the hazard of involving us in a contest with any party. 
The power of Jeswunt Row Holkar possessed no solid foun- 
dation in the justice of his cause, in popular opinion, or in the 
extent of political or military resource. It could not be 
doubted that Scindiah would employ every effort to retrieve 
the disgrace, and to avert the danger of his recent defeat. 
The continuation of the contest between those chieftains 
would probably weaken the power, and impair the resources 
of both, and would afford to the British Government an 
opportunity of interposing its influence and mediation for the 
restoration of the Peisltwa’s just authority, under terms' 
calculated to secure our relations with the Mahratta empire, 
on the basis of a general defensive alliance and reciprocal 
guarantee, both with the I’eishwa and with Dowlut Row 
Scindiah, according to the principles of the treaty of Hydera- 
bad, concluded in October, 1800, f no reasonable apprehen- 
sion existed that the progress of this system of policy would 
be obstructed, either by the union of the contending parties, 
or by the decisive success of either chieftain; nor indeed 
could I apprehend any combined or separate opposition from 
either in the prosecution of my views. 

10. Under these considerations, 1 confirmed the engage- 
ment concluded between the Peishwa and the Resident at 
Poonah, on the day on which I received it, and I accordingly 
instructed the Resident to signify to his Highness my ratifi- 
cation of that engagement, and my resolution to employ every 
effort of the British power for the restoration of his authority. 
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The British Resident was also instructed to direct his atten- 
tion to the improvement of the terms of the proposed alli- 
ance, by endeavouring to obtain the Peishwa’s consent to 
those stipulations, which hxs Highness had hitherto rejected, 
and to such additional concessions as appeared to be expedi- 
ent for the better security and improvement of the British 
interests in that quarter of India ; and the Resident was fur- 
ther directed to avail himself of the earliest opportunity of 
reducing the proposed conditions of alliance to the form of a 
definitive treaty. At the same time I transmitted instructions 
to the Governor of Fort St. George and Bombay, and to the 
resident at Hyderabad, confirming the requisition of the Resi- 
dent at Poouah, for assembling troops at the proposed sta- 
tions, with a view to fulfil the engagements concluded with 
the Peishwa. Desirous of comprehending the principal 
branches of the Mahratta empire in a general system of de- 
fensive alliance and guarantee, on the basis of the engage- 
ments 80 happily concluded with his Highness the Nizam, in 
October. 1800,1 determined to combine with the measures to 
be adopted for the restoration of the Peishwa, the renewal 
of my invitation to Dowlut Row Scindiah to partake the bene- 
fits of the defensive alliance; and I accordingly instructed 
the Kenident at Scindiah’s Court to proceed from Futtchgur 
to that chieftaiifs camp with the utmost practicable expe- 
dition, for the purpose of concerting with Scindiah the means 
of rchtoring Peishwa to the musnud, and of proposing 
to Scindiah the terms under which that chieftain might be ad- 
mitted to the benefit of the general defensive engagements 
conchulod with the Peishwa. 

11. The detail of the measures to be adopted for the com- 
pletion of our engagements to the Peishwa were necessarily 
confided to the direction and judgment of the Resident at 
Poonah ; but that officer was instructed to adopt every prac- 
ticable precaution to preclude every risk of hostilities between 
the British troops and those of Jeswunt Row Holkar, and to 
endeavour to secure the accomplishment of our views by the 
means of amicable negotiation. 

li^. In the actual state of the affairs of the Mahratta em- 
pire, it would have been a measure of indispensable precau- 
tion to have assembled a considerable army of observation 
upon the frontier of the Mahratta territories. This important 
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consideration, combined with the communication which the 
right honourable the Governor of Fort St* George had re- 
ceived from the Resident at Poonah, of the progress of our 
negotiation with the Peishwa, had induced his Lordship to 
issue orders for assembling a considerable army within the 
ceded districts, without awaiting the arrival of my instruc- 
tions for that purpose* The honourable the Governor of 
Bombay pursued the same wise and salutary course of vigi- 
lance and prudence, by placing in a state of prepaVation, for 
immediate service, the disposable force at tlmt Presidency* 
A considerable detachment of the subsidiai'y force at Hy- 
derabad was also directed by the Resident at Hyderabad to 
be prepared for eventual service in the field in conformity to 
the requisition of the Resident at Poonah. 

13, By advices received subsequently to the despatch of 
my instructions to the Resident at Poonah, and to the Go- 
vernors of Fort St George and Bombay, I was informed 
that the Peishwa had effected his retreat to Mhar, a fort 
situated on the river of Bancoote in the Concan 5 and that 
Holkar now despaired of the success of his endeavours either 
to obtain the Peishwa’s voluntary return to Poonah, or to 
seize his Highness''s person, that Ilolkar had detached a 
force to Jejoory (a fort situated in the vicinity of Poonah, 
and being the actual residence of Amrut Row), and had 
brought Amrut Row to Poonah with the intention of invc\^ting 
Amrut Row with the general administration of affairs, and 
of placing the son of Amrut Row on the musnud, while Jes- 
wunt Row Ilolkar proposed to assume the general eommaml 
of the army of the state. To this arrangement I was further 
informed that Amrut Row was not disposed to accede j I uUo 
received advice that the Peishwa had signified to the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, through the officers stationed at Ban- 
coote, a desire of eventually seeking an asylum at Bombay, 
and that his Highness had solicited tlie Government of Bom- 
bay to direct a ship to be prepared at Bancoote for his Higli- 
ness’s conveyance to Bombay or to Bassein, if such a measure 
should appear to be necessary for the safety of his persoiu 
The honourable the Governor of Bombay complied with the 
latter application, by directing the ship Herculean to proceed 
to Bancoote, and to be prepared for the FeishwaV eventual 
accommodation. The Resident at Poonah being apprized of 
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these circumstances suggested to the Governor of Bombay 
the expediency of discouraging the Peishwa from seeking an 
asylum within the British territory, until my sentiments and 
intentions with respect to the affairs of the Peishwa should 
be made known, and the Resident recommended that the 
Peishwa should be advised to maintain his position at Mhar 
to the latest possible period of time consistently with the 
safety of his Highness’s person. 

14. Under the determination which I had adopted of em- 
ploying every effort for the restoration of the Peishwa’s 
authority, and in the actual situation of the Peishwa’s affairs, 
it appeared to me to be extremely desirable that the Peishwa 
should immediately place himself under the protection of the 
British power by retiring to Bombay. I considered that this 
measure would preclude all hazard of precipitating hostilities 
with Jeswunt Row Holkar, by any advance of the British 
troops for the protection of the Peishwa’s person, and would 
enable the British Government to open a negotiation with 
Jeswunt Row Holkar for the restoration of the Peishwa to 
the musnud of Poonah, under every circumstance of advan- 
tage, This event would also enable us to combine with our 
bther measures, under great advantage, the proposed nego- 
tiation with Scindiah for the conclusion of defensive arrange- 
ments. It was obvious, also, that the Peishwa’s arrival at 
Bombay would afford the most favourable opportunity for the 
adjustment of the tei'ms of the definitive alliance with the 
Peishwa on the basis of my original propositions, with the 
addition of such stipulations as might appear to be expedient 
with reference to the actual crisis of affairs. 

15. With these sentiments, I transmitted instructions to 
the Government of Bombay for the reception and accommo- 
dation of the Peishwa at that Presidency, and for regulating 
the conduct of that government in conformity to the measures 
which I had resolved to adopt. 

16. Since the despatch of those instructions, I have re- 
ceived advices from Poonah stating, that, although Amrut 
Row continues to be adverse to the arrangement proposed by 
Jeswunt Row Holkar, the affairs of government are con- 
ducted under the authority of Amrut Row’s name, and that 
a considerable force had been detached to the Concan with a 
view to seize the peison of tlie Peishwa. By advices from 
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Bombay it appeared that the Peishwa had availed himself of 
the offer of the ship Herculean, and had proceeded on that 
ship to a strong fort in the Concan, named Severndroog, 
where his person might probably be secure against the at- 
tempts of the usurper. 

17. The despatches from Bombay further state that the 
Peishwa had formally recognized the engagements concluded 
between him and the British llesident, and had applied for 
u detachment of British troops in part of the stipulated sub- 
sidiary force, for the immediate protection of his person. 

18. By the latest accounts it appears that Dowlut Row 
Scindiah is collecting his forces with a view of opposing Jes- 
wunt Ro%v Ilolkar, and that Scindiah has actually commenced 
his inarch from his capital of Ougein towards Poonah. 

19. Both Jeswunt Row Holkar and Amrut Row have em- 
ployed every endeavour to induce the llesident at Poonah to 
continue at that city, manifestly with the view to obtain the 
countenance of the British Government in sanctioning the 
projected revolution in the government of the Mahratta em- 
pire. The Resident has prudently rejected every advance 
of this nature, and has persisted in his resolution to retire to 
Bombay, for which presidency he with difficulty obtained 
permission to depart on the 28th ultimo. 

20. At the conferences holden by the Resident with Amrut 
How and Jeswunt Row Holkar, on the eve of the Resideufs 
departure from Poonah, both those chieftains expressed their 
solicitude for the preservation of the friendship of the British 
Government, and Jirectly and earnestly appealed to the Re- 
sident for his advice in the present situation of affairs. Jes- 
wunt Row I lolkar expressly intimated a wish for the media- 
tion of the Resident, for the express purpose of effecting an 
accommodation with the Peishwa. The Resident informed 
Jeswunt Row Holkar that for this purpose it was indispen- 
sably necessary that both parties should consent to refer their 
differences to the mediation of the British Government : but 
that the Resident \could not undertake such mediation with- 
out the orders of the, Governor-General. The Resident at 
the same time advised Amrut Row and Jeswunt Row Holkar 
to explain their views by a direct application to the Governor- 
General. At the Resident’s final interview with Amrut Row, 
that chieftain delivered three letters to my address, one from 
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himself, and the others from the persons who at present ex- 
ercise the functions of ministers of the State, the purport of 
those letters is to solicit the countenance and support of the 
British Government by the appointment of a Resident in the 
place of Colonel Close, whose departure from Poonah to 
Bombay is represented by Amrut Row and his Ministers to 
be an abdication of his station of representative of the British 
Government at the Court of Poonah. 

21. I have also had the satisfaction to receive fromDowlut 
Row Scindiah a letter soliciting the continuance of the friend- 
ship of this Government towards his state and that of the 
l^eishwa, and containing a rc<iuest that I will act in concert 
with him in the present crisis of affairs at Poonah. 

22. This appeal to the British power from all parties con- 
cerned in the actual commotions of the Mahratta states, 
affords the most favourable oj)portunity for our successful 
and pacific mediation. 

23. In the present conjuncturo of the affairs of the Mah- 
ratta empire, your honourable Committee will remark that 
the British Government must either persevere in its pacific 
and equitable efforts for the restoration of the Peishwa's 
authority, or must abandon all hope consistently with our 
faith, honour, or permanent interests of concluding with any 
of the Mahratta states, those defensive engagements, which 
are essential to the complete consolidation of the British em- 
pire in India, and to the future tranquillity of Hindostan. 

24. Reviewing the general state of affairs in the Mahratta 
empire, I entertain a confident expectation of the complete 
accomplishment of all our views, and of the restoration of 
tranquillity within the Mahratta dominions, by the means of 
amicable negotiation. It appears probable that Scindiah will 
cordially co-operate with the British Government in the re- 
storation of the Peishwa’s authority, and will consent in the 
actual state of his own affairs to become a party in the pro- 
posed system of defensive engagement, it cannot be supposed 
that Jeswunt Row Holkar will reject any reasonable pro- 
posals of accommodation supported by the combined power 
and influence of the British Government and Scindiah. The 
intentions of the Rajah of Berar appear to be uncertain. 
That chieftain now ostensibly favours the cause of Jeswunt 
Row Holkar; but I have every reason to believe that the 
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Kajah of Berar is actuated entirely by the cautious policy of 
apparently favouring the cause of the successful party* His 
Highness the Nixain is disposed to concur in any course of 
measures which the British Government may adopt for the 
success of our mutual views of defensive alliance wTth the 
Mahratta states* 

25. Since the commencement of this despatch I have re- 
ceived advices from Bombay, notifying the embarkation of 
the Peishwa, under convoy of the ship Herculean from 
Severndroog for Bassein, and the arrival of Colonel Close 
from Poonah at Bombay on the 3rd instant. 

36, These events will probably accelerate the conclusion of 
defensive engagements with the Peishwa, and will enable 
Colonel Close immediately to open a negotiation with Amrut 
Ilow and Jeswunt Row Ilolkar. 

27. I have directed Colonel Close and the Governor of 
Bombay to apprize your honourable Committee of the exist- 
ing state of attliirs at the time when this despatch shall pass 
through Bombay. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest res]>ect, 
honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


[Enriosurc A. referred to at p 3 ] 

W B* Edmomtont% Eaq Smrtunf to Bomvimout, tu Lxmt 
Bemdent at PoonuJt, 

Sir, F<n’t William, 23d Jun<‘, 1HU2. 

1, In i>bcdieiKV to the commands of hn I'Accllency the most uohle the 
Govcnmr-Gencial m council, I luue now the Inmour to address you for the 
pnrpobe of coinmunicuting to you his ExcellcucyN hentimontH, on tlic pro- 
positions of the Peishwa detailed in Colonel Palmer^ letter, No. 295, 
dated the 30th of November, 1801, and of conveying to you Ins E\cellencv^s 
instructions tor your guidance, in conducting a negotiation for the conclu- 
sion of buhbidiury engagements with the Court of Poonah ; an<l I atn directed 
to take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your despatclics, 
noted in the margin, 

2. The observations and instnietiouH which I am ordered to communi- 
cate t4> you aic as follow 

3 The ucgoliutiouh ul Poonah huu* assumed <uch <hffeicnt n^pccts ui 
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various periods of time, during Colonel Palmer’s residence, and have been 
involved in such intricacy and difficulty, that it is become necessary to 
revise with accuracy the whole course of our transactions at that Court for 
some time past, in order to draw just conclusions with regard to the general 
disposition of the State of Poonah towaids the Bntish Government. 

4. A review of the transactions which have passed between the British 
Government, and that of Poonah, and of the conduct and policy of the 
latter with respect to the British Government since his Excellency’s arrival 
in India, will be sufficient to demonstrate that the Peishwa (notwithstand- 
ing the general tenor of his professions, and the various artifices employed 
by his Highness to conceal from the British Government the real purport 
of those intrigues, which were disclosed by the records of the late Tippoo 
Sultaun) has not only been uniformly and progressively jealous of the 
power of the British nation in India, but actively hostile to our prosperity 
to the utmost practicable extent, consi&tently with the security of his go- 
vernment, and with the irresolution and timidity of his character. 

6, In the year 1 798, the authority of Baajy Row was reduced to a state 
of extreme weakness by the imbecility of his counsels, by the instability 
and treachery of his disposition, and by the prevalence of internal discord, 
and in that crisis, his government was menaced with destruction by the 
overbearing power of Scindiah. It was evident that the Peishvva contd not 
expect to be relieved from the oppressive contronl of Scindiah, and to be 
restored to a due degree of authority within his own dominions, by any 
other means than by the aid of the British power f and the Peishwa him- 
self appears to have been sensible of this truth ; for at an early period of 
the year he earnestly and repeatedly solicited the Governor-General’s 
assistance j but even under these circumstances, Baajy Row was ultimately 
induced to withhold his consent to the just and reasonable conditions which 
his Excellency the Governor General proposed to require from him in 
consideration of affording him the aid of the British power. He delibe- 
rately preferred a situation of degradation and danger with nominal inde- 
pendance, to a more intimate connection with the British power, which 
could not be formed on principles calculated to secure to the Peishwa the 
constant protection of our arms, w ithout at the same time establishing our 
ascendancy in the Mahratta empire. Subsequent events justify a conclu- 
sion, that the long and systematic course of deceitful and evasive policy 
pursued by the Peishwa, on this ofcasion, was not less the result of a de- 
termined spirit of hostility, than of his characteristic jeaiousy and irreso- 
lution, 

6. Tlie Court of Poonah now viewed the rapid approach of a severe 
(ontest between the Bntish powder and Tippoo Sultaun. This crisis pre- 
sented various advantages to the faithless and sordid policy of the Peishwa, 
in the pursuit of which, he would have been embarrassed by a more close 
alliance vvith the Company. The events of the wai might have offered 
occasions of profit to the Court of Poonah, at the expense of either, or of 
all the Belligerent powers. In this state of affaiis, the PcUIuva adopted a 
system of measures by which he hoped to secure every contingent benefit 
winch could be derived either from our failure or from our success His 
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Higbness therefore endeavoured to frame his councils on so complicated a 
basis as to deceive every state concerned in the war^ and ultimately to 
reserve to himself every pretension which could be founded, either on the 
observance of equitable neutrality, or on the discharge of the duties of 
active alliance. 

7. In the spirit of these councils, on the Governor-GeneraPs first appli- 
cation to the Peishwa for his co-operation against Tippoo Sultaun, in the 
event of a contest with that prince, the Peishwa endeavoured to justify 
an ostensible neutrality, and to evade the obligation of the triple alliance, 
under the preteict, that the defensive engagements concluded at the ter- 
mination of the war with lippoo Sultaun in 1792, were binding only on 
his predecessor. Being compelled to abandon this absurd pretext, the 
Peishwa professed a cordial disposition to co-operate with the British arms 
against the common enemy in conformity to his engagements ; but by a 
course of studied evasion and systematic deceit, he avoided all active 
interference in the contest with llppoo Sultaun, and actually maintained 
an amicable intercourse with the enemy through the channel of Tippoo 
Sultaun^s Vakeels whom the Peishwa persisted in detaining at his court, 
in opposition to the repeated and earnest remonstrances of the Governor- 
General On the conclusion of the war, the Peishwa endeavoured to 
justify this violation of his faith, and to establish his claim to a participation 
in the profits of the war, by arguments founded on the embarrassed con- 
dition of his government, and on the inofiensive nature of his intercourse 
with Tippoo Sultaun. 

8. The amicable professions of the Peishwa, and his apparent disposition 
to co-operate in the common cause to the extent that might be practicable 
under the distractions which prevailed in the Government of Poonah, bad 
impressed the mind of the Governor-General with a favourable opinion of 
the Pcishwa's intentions, and accordingly, his Excellency in a letter ad- 
dressed to the honourable the Court of Directors, under date the 20th of 
March, 1799, expressed his conviction that the disposition of the Court of 
Poonah, continued perfectly favourable to the British interests, and that 
want of power would be the sole cause of its inaction in the event of a war 
with Tippoo Sultaun. The equivocal and evasive conduct of the Peishwa 
however, subsequently to that period of time, suggested considerable doubts 
of the sincerity of his attachment to the cause of the allies, and at the 
conclusion of the war, those doubts were corroborated by the correspon- 
dence between Tippoo Sultaun and his agents at Poonah, and by letters from 
Nana Furnaveese, and other Mahratta chieftains, to Tippoo Sultaun, which 
were discovered among the records of Seringapatam. The combined evi- 
dence of those documents, and the Peishwa’s conduct during the war, 
afford unequivocal proofs of the hostility of his disposition towards the 
British power, and justify a conclusion that if fortune had appeared to 
fevour the enemy, the Peishwa would openly have espoused his cause, 

9. Although the faithless conduct of the Peishwa not only deprived him 
of all title to partidpate in the advantages of the war, but exposed him to 
the just resentment of the allies, the Governor-General determined to re- 
frain from any measures of a vindictive nature, and to adopt the more 
liberal policy of conciliating the Pcishwa^s interests, raid of providing for 
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the security of the allies and for the general tranquillity of India^ by re- 
peating his invitation to the Peishwa to accede to the proposal of general 
defensive alliance and mutual guarantee which his Excellency had before 
unsuccessfully offered to the Peishwa’s acceptance. Accordingly at the 
close of the war in 1799, the propositions for the conclusion of defensive 
and subsidiary engagements with the Peishwa were renewed under circum^ 
stances of peculiar advantage to the latter, who, by acceding to those pro- 
positions, would not only have been emancipated from the oppressive control 
of Scindiah, and have been re-instated in the due exercise of his authority, 
but would have been admitted to a participation in the conquered territory 
of Mysore ; but after a vexatious and illusory discussion of the proposition 
during aperiod of several months, the negotiation was closed by the Peishwa's 
rejection of the conditions of defensive alliance under any admissible modi- 
fication of them. The circumstances of that negotiation afford the strongest 
reason to believe that the Peishwa never seriously intended to enter into 
any engagements on the basis of those propositions, and that he had no 
other intention from the commencement of the negotiation, than to avoid 
the consequences of an unqualified refusal to treat ; to deceive the public, 
and the Governor-General, by appearances of a disposition to concur in 
the views of the British Government for the tranquillity of India, and to 
deter Scindiah from the prosecution of his ambitious designs, by persuad- 
ing that clneftaui that the Peishwa had it in his power, and in his contem- 
plation, to avail himself of the protection of the British arms 

1 0. The nej^otiations which followed the renewal of the Governor-Gene- 
raPs propositions in the month of April, IBOO, were conducted on the part 
of the Peishwa in the same spirit of temporizing policy, and studied evasion, 
which characteiized his conduct m every previous discussion. His long and 
degrading subjection to the power of Scindiah, his repeated experience 
of the perfidy and violence of that unprincipled chieftain, the internal 
distractions which prevailed in liis government, and the consciousness 
of his inability to relieve himself from the pressure of his accumulated 
diflSculties, and to secure the effi<*ient exercise of his authority were insuflS- 
cient to subdue the emotions of his jealous fears, and to induce him to rely 
with confidence on the protection of that state, which alone possessed the 
power and the will to extricate him from his embarrassment&, and to place 
Mm in a situation ot comparative dignity and security 

11. Those negotiations were closed in the month of September 1800, 
(when various unprecedented acts of violence and extortion on the part of 
Scindiah had aggravated the pressure of the Pehhwa's affairs and virtually 
annihilated his authority,) b> the Pei&hwa's ah-^olute rejection of the prin- 
cipal articles of the Governor-GeneraVs propobitioiib , and he may be con- 
sidered to have rejected those propobilioris again, by his refusal to become 
a party in the treaty of general defensive alliance concluded with the Nizam 
in October 1800, which was tendered to his acceptance 

12 While these several negotiations were depending, the Peishwa was 
at different times employed m carrying ou intrigues, for the purpose of 
detaching the Nizam from Mb connexion \ritli the Company, with a view 
to the subversion of the British power and infiuenee in the Deccan Little 
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doubt exists in hi& Ext.elleney tlie Governor-General's mind, of the authen- 
tieity of Kaudir Hoossaine's mission towards the close of the year 1800, and 
of the Peishwa'a participation with Seindiah in the objects of that mission ; 
and although his Excellency is by no means convinced of the existence of 
the confederacy ascribed to the Mahratta State, in the paper of intelligence 
transmitted in the despatch from the Resident at Hyderabad, under date the 
28th of November, last, the Governor-General is satisfied, that the object 
of Suddasheo Row M unkaiser's intrigue at the Court of Hyderabad was, 
to effect the dissolution of the alliance between the Company and the 
Nizam, and to engage his Highness to unite with the Mahrattas at any 
future favourable opportunity, for the subversion of the British power. On 
this subject his Excellency inclines to the opinion which you have ex- 
pressed in your letter of the I3lh of February, last, that the object of 
Munkaisii's mission was, “if possible, to shake our alliance with the 
Nizam, and thus extinguish our power and influence m the Decan; but 
without comprehending any settled or projected plan for the co-operation 
of the French, a means of support however, which might have been even- 
tually lesoited to." 

13 The inference to be deduced from these considcrdtions, is, that until 
irresistibly compelled by the exigeney of his affairs to have lecourse to the 
assistance of the Company, the Pcishwa will never he induced to enter 
into any engagements, which in his apprelien'^ion would affoid to the Bri- 
tish Goveinment the menus of acquinng an ascendancy in the IMuhrutta 
empire. If at a time when In', authority was reduced to the lowest state 
of degradation, and ivhen Jus government was menaced with destruction 
by the immediate jiresence of Seindiah at the head of u powerful army in 
the vicinity ot Pooiidh, and when no uppavent meaii'i existed for the relief 
of the Peishwa from the violence and usurpation of that umliitious chief- 
tain, but the acceptance of the proffered aid of the British Goverment, the 
Peisiuva ileemed it to be In', wisest policy to refuse bis ass to the liberal 
and advantageous propositioiH of the Biitish Government, there is still 
less leason to expect his acxpiiescence in thosse propositions, or in any 
modiiicution of them, by which in hib opinion, the duthoritj of his govern- 
ment would in any degree be .subjected to the eontnd of the British 
power, at a season when the exigency of his affairs is diminished by the 
absence of his rival 

14, But whatever degree of jealousy the Peishwa may entertabi of the 
asceiidancv ot the Britibh state in the political scale ot India, and however 
solicitous he may be to effect its subversion, he ib sensible that in the pre- 
sent condition of the British power, the preservation of our fiiendbhip is 
neces&ary to his security, and the PeLhwa is awaie that in the prc'^ent 
distracted state of the hlahratta empire, and the weak condition of his 
government, he is houily exposed to dangers which cannot be averted, 
otherwise than by the aid of the British power, oi by the belief of his 
refractory chieftains, that he can resort to that aid whenever he may think 
fit. 

15. To the operation of this principle are to be ascribed the frequent 
applications wliK h tlic Peishwa has made for the aid of British tioops, 
and the illumrv negotiations which he has muntaiiUHl for the impiove- 
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i»ent of liis connection with the Company. And upon the same principle, 
the Peishwa’s jealous fears, arid the prosecution of secret intripfues for 
purposes hostile to the British interest^, are perfectly reconcileable with 
the proposals which he has lately made for subsidizing* a body of British 
troops. 

16 From the view which has thus been taken of the disposition and con- 
duct of the Peishwa towards the British power, and from a consideration 
of the actual condition of his ijoverninent with reference both to its inter- 
nal weakness and to the state of its external relations, it is to be inferred 
that in the actual situation of affairs, no expectation can reasonably be 
entertained of the Peishwa’s acquiescence in any arrangement founded on 
the basis of the Go vernoi -General’s original propositions, and that in 
making the proposals described in your predecessor’s letter of the 30th of 
November last, the Peishwa is influenced either by views and intentions 
similar to tho^^e which regulated his conduct during the negotiations of 
1799 and 1800, or if he be sincere in those proposals by the hope of 
obtaining the aid of the British power for the re-establishraent and secu- 
rity of his authority, without hazarding the introduction of that degree of 
control and ascendancy vvhich it must be oui interest to establish in the 
Mahratta states, and which it is his object to avoid Admitting that the 
Peishwa is sincere in his proposals, it is proper with the view to deter- 
mine the course of measures which it is expedient to adopt on the present 
occasion, to consider upon what grounds the Peishwa may expect to limit 
the operation of the proposed engagements to the object above described, 
and whether the British interests would he promoted in any degree by 
acceding to those engagements, or to any other modification of them. 

17. The Peishwa is aware that the permanent establishment of a British 
foice in the vicinity of Poonah, would immediately place him in boine 
degree in a state of dependance upon the British power, and therefoie he 
has stipulated «,hat the subsidiaiy force shall be letained within the Com- 
pany’s doinmions at all times except when he shall require its actual ser- 
vices. If he should ever conclude subsidiary engagements on these terms 
he would never apply for the aid of the stipulated force, except in cases 
of the utmost emergency, and his expectation probably is, that the know- 
ledge of his ability to command so powerful a body of troops as that which 
he proposes to subsidize, would alone be sufficient to give due weight to 
his authority, and to preclude any attempt which might otherwise be made 
for the subversion of it. The occurrence of any emergency which should 
require the actual services of the subsidiary force, would be lendeied still 
more improbable, by the local situation of the territory which the Peishwa 
proposes to assign for the charges of the troops The Peishwa has not 
specified the territory which he proposes to assign m Hmdostan for that 
purpose ; but if by Hindostan be meant (as must be inferred) the country 
north of the Nurbudda, the Peishwa possesses merely a nominal authority 
in that quarter He would probably make a selection of the districts to 
be ceded, with the insidious view cither of reducing the territorial posses- 
sions of Scindiah or Holkar, or of relieving himself from the buithen of 
Scindiah’s control, and from the diead of his power, by involving him in 
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a contest with the British Government, or by renderings it necessary for 
Scindiah to keep the main bocjy of his army within his own territories 
for the purpose of jSfuaidingf them against the effects of those hostile mea- 
sures which the British Government might be expected to adopt under 
the obligation of the proposed engagements, in the event of Scindiah being 
hereafter disposed to resume the same position in the vicinity of Poonah, 
which he so long occupied at the head of a numerous body of his forces. 

18. Moreover, as the Peishwa probably derives no revenue from the 
territory which he proposes to assign for the charges of the subsidiary 
force, and his authority in it is merely nominal, his power and resources 
would not in any degree be reduced by the cession, and the situation of the 
ceded districts would be too distant and distinct from those territories in 
which the Peishwa's authority is established and acknowledged, to excite 
in his mind any apprehension of being overawed or controlled by the 
proximitv of the Company’s terntorial power and resources. In his 
Excellency’s judgment therefore, the cession of the proposed territory in 
Hindostan would not in any degree contribute to render the Peishwa 
dependant on the support of the British poner, whiLt the possesbion of a 
territory inpulated bj the dominions of other chieftaiub, would be produc- 
tive of a degree of embarrasbmont and incoiueuiencc to the Company, far 
overbalancing any ad^ antageb which might be denied from the resources 
of such a territory. It is probable also that it would be found impracti- 
cable even TO obtain posscboion of such ceded tcintoiy without a cou. 
test. At all events it ivould be necessary to maintain a considerable force 
in those distant possessions. By this arrangement the Peishwa would 
deiive the benefit of our support without becoming subject to our control j 
his jealousy would not be alurincd by the establishment of a British force 
within his dominions, and his piule would probably be gratified by enter- 
taining British auxiliaries in his service without any sacrifice of his autho- 
rity, or any diminution of his resources, lie would derive security not 
from the presence of a protecting British force, but by ac(|uiring u title to 
command the aid of the Company’s troops in cases of emergency, and by 
a cession of territory in a distant quarter of Ins nominul doinmious, which 
would either involve his rival in a contest with the British arms, or dimi- 
nish the teiritorial resources of that rival, or would cstablirii the British 
authoiity in a position calculated to restrain Scindiah fiom any attempt to 
subvert the Peishwa’s independence 

19. The Peibhwm’s consent to submit his differences with the Nizam, 
ultimately to the arbitration of the Company, combined with the propo- 
sals above stated, w'ould be little more than nugatory wdtli reference to 
the accomplishment of any of the objects in the contemplation of the Bri- 
tish Government. The Peishwa would endeavour to embarrass and 
impede the negotiation for the adjustment of existing differences by chi- 
cane and evasion, and to protract its arrival at that stage at which the 
British Government should he required to interfere. It seems to be the 
policy of the Maluattas at aU times to reserve unadjusted grounds of 
claim upon the states with which they are connected. The sincerity, there- 
fore, of the Peishwa’s! desire to effect a final adjustment of all his differ- 
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ences wilh the Nizam may reasonably be doubted The ^juarded manner 
5u which the Peishwahab expressed his acquiescence in the arbitiation of 
the British Government, partakers of the same spirit of jealousy and dis- 
trust which reg’ulates his conduct with respect to the other conditions of 
the proposed connection, and is by no means calculated to meet the com- 
prehensive views which dictated the orii^inal proposition for the equitable 
adjustment of subsisting differences between the Courts of Hyderabad and 
Poonah. In his Excellency’s judgment, this article of the Peishwa’s pro- 
positions, concedes to us no privilege which, under the circumstances of 
our intimate connection with the Nizam, we do not already possess. The 
Nizam might justly insist on an equitable adjustment ot subsidiary claims, 
and the Company as his ally, might properly support hio* in exacting the 
fulfilment of the terms of that adjustment, if he should appear to possess 
any just claims on the Peishwa, or in resisting any othci demands on the 
part of the latter, than such as upon due investigation may be deemed to 
be just and equitable. Of the lemaining articles of the Pei^luia’s propo- 
sitions, some ai e exclusively connected with the permanent admission of a 
British subsidiary force within the Peishwa^s territories, and the remainder 
are rendered inapplicable to present circumstances by the conclusion of 
peace between Great Britain and Fiance j but are susceptible of the mo- 
dification described in a subsequent part of these instructions. 

20 Under all these circumstances his Excellency is decidedly of opi- 
nion that an unqualified concurrence in the Peishwa’s propositions would 
produce more injuiy than benefit to the British interests m India The 
cession of a territory so circumstanced and so situated as that which the 
Peishwa proposes to assign for the discharge of the subsidy, would be pro- 
ductive of serious embaiiassments to the Company’s affaiis, and would 
tend to counteract even the partial and piospective benefits which we 
might expect to derive fiora his consent to subsidize a British force under 
the stipulated liimtations, if combined with conditions more consistent 
with the inteicbts of the Company His Excellency has no hesitation, 
therefore, in resolving to reject the Peishwa’s proposals in their present 
form. Some considerations, however, connected with the present situation 
of affairs in Europe and in India dispose the Governor-General to relax 
in the conditions which his Excellency has hitherto consideied and de- 
clared to be indispensable in the conclurion of any engagements of a sub- 
sidiary and defensive natuie wirix the Peishwa, and lather than abandon 
the hope of establishing a fuiri'Ci connection with the state of Poonah, to 
acquiesce in the limitation which the Peishwa aas proposed with respect 
to the subsidiary force, provided the Peishwa will consent to an arrange- 
ment for the dischaige of the subsidy, more favourable to our views and 
interests than that which his Highness has offered to our acceptance. 

21 Under the impression of that jealousy and appieheusion with which 
every member of the Mahratta empiic regards the power and ascendancy 
of the British nation in India, and under the existence of those political 
barriers which at present separate our interests fiorn those of the Mahratta 
state, a geiieial sense of dungei might possibly induce the several chief- 
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tains wbo compose the Mahratta confederacy to endeavour to compromise 
their mutual (iifferences and dissensions, to reconcile their discordant inter- 
ests, and to combine their respective powers and resources for the pur- 
poses of general security. The possibility of this conjuncture is supported 
by the circumstances detailed in your despatch of the 11th of April, 1802, 
The Mahrattas might take advantage of any favourable opportunity to 
undermine or to subvert the British power, and circumstances might occur 
to render the opposition of the united power of the Mahratta empire for- 
midable. They might avail themselves of the pacification between Great 
Britain and France to form a connection with the latter nation by culti- 
vating the French interests through the officers of that nation established 
in the service of Scindiah and of other Mahratta powers ; by encouraging 
French subjects to settle in the country; by entertaining officers of that 
nation in their service for the purpose of disciplining their troops, or 
even by admitting bodies of French troops as auxiliaries. It is, however, 
to be remarked, that the habitual jealousy entertained by the Mahrattas of 
every European power in India, would probably render them averse to an 
intimate connection with the French Government j nor can it be supposed 
consistently with the character of the Mahratta nation, that any of the 
confederate states would enter into an alliance with France under any cir- 
cumstances less urgent than the pressure of absolute necessity and self- 
preservation. It might, indeed, become the policy of the Mahiatta state 
to foment and exasperate dissensions between the French and British 
power in India, and occasionally to aid the weaker ]>arty m the hope of 
ultimately weakening or destroying both But it appears more probable 
that the establibhed chai actor and maxims of the Mahrattas would incline 
them rather to abstain fiom any close connection with any European power 
in India than to seek the destruction of any such power by forming an 
union of interests with a power of a simiUr desciiplion. The discordant 
interests of the several branches of the Mahratta empire will always form 
an obstacle to embarrass the measure of a general combination, and the 
difficulty would certainly be increased if the proposed object of such an 
union was in any degree connected with an European alliance. TImj 
P eishwa maj^, however, be induced to endeuvoui to establish an exclusive 
connection with the French for the maintenance of his separate anthority, 
and for the future security of his dominions, although his prejudices ami 
character would certainly be adverse to such a connection. While peace 
contmuess between Great Britain and France, we can have no pretence to 
oppose such a connection , the danger, theiefore, of this occurrence aug- 
ments in a gieat degree the policy of concluding some engagements of a 
defensive nature with the Peishwa, however inadcijuate they may be to the 
complete accomplishment of oui views. The conclusion of such engage- 
meiith with the Peishwa would preclude the puicticability of a gencial 
contedcrucy among the Mahratta states, and would remove the induce- 
ments which the Peishwa might otheiwise have to form a close connection 
with Fiance, as well as enable us to impede the execution of any such 
project, This separate connection with one of the brunches of the Mah- 
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ratta empire would not only contribute to our security, but \»^ould tend to 
produce a crisis of affairs which may compel the remaining states of the 
empire to accede to the alliance. 

22. The measure of subsidizing a British force, even under the limita- 
tions which the Peishwa has annexed to that proposal, must immediately 
place him in some degree in a state of dependence upon the Biiti&h power, 
provided that measuie be uncbrnbined with any other arrangement calcu- 
lated to defeat its operation. The dependence of a state in any degree 
upon the power of another naturally tends to increase. A sense of secu- 
rity derived from the support of a foreign power, produces a relaxation of 
vigilance and caution, and the operation of natural causes in augmenting 
the dependence of the Peishwa on the British power under the operation of 
the proposed engagements, would be accelerated by the effect which those 
engagements would produce of detaching the state of Poonah from the 
other membeis of the Mahratta empire. It is, however, essential to the 
efficacy of the proposed subsidiary engagements with reference to the 
views of the British Government, that the funds for the discharge of the 
subsidy should be derived from the actual pecuniary or territorial resources 
of the Peishwa, 

23. It remains to consider the policy of such an arrangement with re- 
ference to the interests of the Nizam, and whether we are warranted by 
our engagements with the Court of Hyderabad in concluding any subsi- 
diary engagements with the Court of Poonah on any other terms than 
those which are specified in the separate articles of the treaty of the 12th 
of October, 1800 

24. With regard to the first point, in the actual state of our connection 
with the Nizam any engagements contracted by the Company, which are 
calculated to place the Peishwa in a degree of dependence on the British 
Government, and to promote the secuuty of the Biitish empire in India, 
must be considered to be beneficial to the interests of the Nizam. The 
probability of our establishing a commanding influence in the councils of 
the Peishwa, affords the only prospect of effecting an equitable adjustment 
of the differences subsisting between the Peishwa and the Nizam, and of 
obtaining fur the latter a dei diction of the Peishwa's claim to the Choute 
of Bedr, the proposed arrangement, therefore, as far as it tends to pro- 
duce that ascendancy in the slate of Poonah, is calculated to promote the 
Nizam’s particular views, as well as to secure the general interests of the 
alliance. 

25 With respect to the second point, the 1st aiticle of the separate and 
secret ai tides annexed to the tieaiy of Hyderabad, stipulates that the 
Peishwa shall not be admitted to the benefits of the general defensive alli- 
ance unless he shall accede to certain conditions therein specified Under 
the arrangement now proposed the Peishwa will not be admitted to the 
benefits of the general defensive alliance. By the provision& of the treaty 
of Hyderabad the Nizam is entitled to the eventual employment of the 
whole military strength and resources of the Company for the defence of 
his dominions ; the aid which the Peishwa will be entitled to demand from 
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the Company under the proposed eiigagements, is limited to the extent of 
the force which he may consent to subsidize ; the Nizam is prohibited by 
the 15th article of the treaty from forming any connection with a foreign 
state without the consent of the British Government ; hut this prohibi- 
tion is not reciprocal. His Excellency the Govern or-Oencral* therefore* 
is satisfied that no obstacle foui\dcd on our engagements with the Court of 
Hyderabad exists* to the conclusion of engagements with the Peiahwa of 
the nature of those now under discussion 

26. It is not, however, his Excellency’s intention that these terms should 
be offered to the Peishwa’s acceptance until every endeavour to obtain his 
concurrence, in terms moie favourable to the British interests, shall have 
proved to be ineffectual. In the latter event, his Excellency authorizes 
and directs you to accede to the Peishwa’s proposals of subsidizing six 
battalions of British troops under the condition which the Peishwa has 
annexed to that proposal, that th" Mihsldiary foice shall he retained within 
the Company’s dominions at all times, except when he shall require its 
actual services, provided that the teniWry to he a«^signed for the discharge 
of the subsidy be selected fiom a part of the Peishwa’s dominions which 
is really subject to his authority, and situated more conveniently for us 
than any territory which could be ceded to us in Hindostun. The terri- 
tory which would lie most advantageous to us, is the northern part of the^ 
Concan; if, howcvci, the Peishwa’s dibinelinatiou to cede that or any 
other part of the Concan should he insuperable, the Governor- General will 
be di‘-pose(l to accept of territory in any other part of his dominions which 
may not be so sitnuted oi circumstanced as to render the possesamn of it 
a souice rather of embarrassment than advantage to the interests of the 
Company. 

27* If it should he found impractieable to obtain the cession of this 
description of territory to an extent sufficient for the discharge of the 
subsidy, his Excellency will have no objection to receive a portion of the 
subsidy in money from the Peishwa’s treasury, or if the Peishwa should 
be insuperably averse to the cession of any territory vvhich our interests 
would permit us to accept, his Excellency will be willing to receive the 
whole amount of the subsidy by fixed instalments in money. In the event 
however of the Peishwa’a Engaging to pay the whole or any part of the 
subsidy from his treasurj’', it will be necessary to obtain the security of 
responsible bankers or other valid security for the regular payment of it. 

28. The annual amount of the subsidy to be provided for the charges of 
the specified force, is understood to be 26 lacs, the sum proposed by the 
Peishwa ; any diminution of that amount of subsidy, must be accompanied 
by a proportionate reduction of the extent of the subsidiary force. 

29. Ihe same restrictions with respect to the employment of the subsi- 
diary force must be imposed as exist with regard to the force subsidized by 
the Nizam, and it may perhaps be necessary to guard particulaily against 
the possibility of the Peishwa’s establishing a claim to the services of the 
subsidiary force in the prosecution of any hostile measures which he may 
at any time meditate against the Nizam under any pretence whatever. 
The nature of the obligations subsisting between the Company and the 
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Nizam, obviously precludes the aduiis&ion of any ciiga^ciueat with the 
Peishwa involving a right on his part to demand the aid of the subsidiary 
force for the purpose above described. In concluding subsidiary engage- 
ments, therefore, with the Peishwa, either he should be required to recog- 
nize this principle, or an express provision should be introduced, declaring 
that the Poishwa shall in no case be entitled to claim the services of the 
Biitish troops for the prosecution of hostilities, or for enforcing demands 
against the Nizam. 

30. It must be distinctly understood by the Peishwa that under the ob- 
ligation of engagements concluded on the basis of his late propositions, 
he will not be entitled in any case to receive fiom the Company military 
aid exceeding the extent of the force which he may consent to subsidize. 
Under this limitation of the engagement, no question can urisp with re- 
spect to the admission of the Rajah of Bcrar to be a paity to it. That 
question is exclusively connected with the case of oiu contracting defen- 
sive engagements with tlic Peishwa on the basis ot the treaty of Hydera- 
bad, concluded outlie 12th of October, 1800. 

31. If no hope can be entertained of the Peishwa's consent to the Com- 
pany's arbitration of didcrences between him and the Nizam in the man- 
ner originally pioposed, that branch of the engagement may be concluded 
on the teims specified by Gopal Rao on the occasion of his communica- 
tion with you upon the subject of the Peishwa's propositions, as detailed 
in your letter of the 21st of December last 

32. Although the conclusion of peace between Great Britain and France 
precludes any engagements for the exclusion or expulsion of subjects of 
France from the Peishwa's dominions, it would not be inconsistent with 
the amicable relations subsisting between his Majesty and France, to re- 
quire from the Peishwa an obligation to dismiss from lus service, and to 
expel from his dominions the subjects of any European state with which 
we may hereafter he engaged in war. 

33. In the event of the Peihhwu's consent to enter into engagements 
with the Company on the basis of the foiegoing propositions, his Excel- 
lency the Gotcrnor-Geueral authoiizes you to conclude a treaty with him 
in the name of the Company under the prescribed conditions subject to the 
confirmation of the Governor-General in Council. 

34. Although the course of argument contained in the former part of 
this despatch tends to discourage all expectation of the Peishna's consent 
to admit the permanent residence of any part of the subsidiary foice within 
his dominions under any conditions whatever, his Excellency directs that 
you will nevei theless exert your utmost endeavours for that purpose. 

35. There is still less leason to expect that in the piOsCot state of the 
Peishwa's alFairs he will he induced to conclude any engagements with the 
Company, upon the principles of the treaty of general defensive alliance 
subsisting uith the Nizam, lus Excellency however, relies on your zeal and 
judgment to avail yourself of any circumstances which may afford a pros- 
pect of the successful accomplishment of this important object, and with a 
view to provide foi the possible occurrence of such circumstances, I am 
directed to state to you the modification which, under the present slate of 
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affairs in Europe and in India, his Excellency will l)e disposed to admit in 
tlie propositions which have already been offered to the Peishwa’s accep- 
tance. 

36. It appears from your despatches, and from those of your pre- 
decessor, that the Peishwa is insuperably averse to the admission of 
the Rajah of Berar to be a party in any treaty of defensive alliance with 
the Company, and to the Company's arbitration of the differences be- 
tween the Niisam and the Peishwa, on the liasis of the treaty of Mhar, 
and of the claim of the Nizam to a total exemption from the payment of 
Cliout, Imt that he is disposed to consent to the introduction of the Rajah 
of Borar^s name in terms similar to those in which he is mentioned in the 
treaty of Salbhye. Important as these two points must be considered to be, 
his Excellency will nevertheless be disposed to concede them, and to admit 
the Peishwa to the benefits of the defensive alliance, provided he will con- 
sent to the permanent stationing^ in his dominions of a part of the force 
which he now proposes to subsidize, and will provide for the discharge of 
the subsidy in either of the modes specified in the 26th and 27th paragraphs 
of this letter j and also provided the Peishwa will admit the Coinpany^s 
arbitration of the Mahratta claims upon the Nizam, under the terms spe- 
cified by Gopal Eao. 

37. It will however, be previously necessary to obtain the concurrence 
of the Nizam, in such an arumgement as, by the stipulations of the sepa- 
rate and secrer articles annexed to the treaty of liydeiabad, the Peishwa’s 
consent to admit the Company's aibitiation of differences b(‘twecn the 

' Nizam and him, on the basis of the treaty of Mhar, and of the Nizam*» 
claim to a total exemption from the payment of Chout, is rendered an 
'lindispcnsnble condition of the Pcishwa's admission to the benefits of the 
defensive allmnce 

38. His Excellency the Oovcrnor-Oencral entertains a confident expetv 
lation that the Nizem may be induced by considerations connected with 
Ills owniatcrcsth to concur in such an arrangement, and it is his Excellency's 
intention to fmnish the Reshient at Hyderabad, with instructions for the 
eventual agitation of this point. If you should have reason to expect the 
Peishwa's consent to these modified propositions his Excellency directs 
that you will immediately transmit the necessary information upon the 
subject to the Resident at Hyderabad, who will be prepared to open a nego- 
tiation with the Nizam, for the abrogation of the prohibitory clause in the 
1st article of the separate and secret articles above referred to, and on 
receipt of information from the Resident at Hyderabad, that the Nizam 
has signified his concurrence in the proposed arrangement you will proceed 
to adjust with the Peishwa the details of that engagement. 

39. It is not however, necessary that you should postpone a negotiation 
with the Peishwa for the conclusion of defensive enga|ement8, upon the 
basis of the foregoing propositions, until you shall have received informa- 
tion of the Nizam's concurrence in them. On the contrary, it will be 
proper that you should open the negotiation which you are authorized by 
tbcfae instiuctions to undertake, by proposing the prcsciibed concessions. 
Although you arc authorized to offer the foregoing limited propositions to 
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the Peisbwa’s acceptance his Excellency observes, that it will of course 
be the object of your endeavours to obtain his consent to ternasmore favor- 
able 10 the views, and interests of the Company, and the Nizam, and par- 
ticularly to the permanent station of the whole of the subsidiary force 
within the Peishwa’s dominions, and you will be regulated in the relaxation 
of your demands by the temper and disposition of the Peishwa, and by the 
apparent exigency of his affairs. 

40. If it shall appear that the Peishwa has been insincere in the propo- 
sals which he nude to your predecessors in November last, or if your 
endeavours to obtain his consent to those conditions, which his Excellency 
the (jovernor-General considers to be indispensable to the conclusion of 
any subsidiary or defensive engagements with the Peishwa should prove 
ineflfectual, on receipt of such information his Excellency will be prepared 
to determine what course of measures it will be expedient to adopt for the 
secuiity of the Biitish interests in India, under such a state of eiicum- 
stances. 

41. Copies of these instructions will be transmitted to the Residents at 
Hydeiabad, and with Dowlut Row Scindiah. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

N B. Edmonstone, 
Secretary to the Government. 


[Enclosure B. referred to at p. 4.] 

Eistract from a Utter from the Resident at Poonah, dated the \4th October^ 
1802, to his Ewcellency the most noble the Governor^GeneraU 

3- A general defensive alliance to be formed between the two States 
Existing treaties to hold good, and the friends and enemies of either to be 
the friends and enemies of both The Peishwa to subsidize a corps of Bi itish 
tioops, consisting of six native battalions, with their proportion of artillery- 
men, ordnance, and stores, and his Highness to grant a Jaidad for the sub- 
sistence of this corps from his territonea bordering on the Toombuddra 
This corps to be permanently stationed m his Highness’s territories, and to 
he employed only on defensive principles of action, and his Highness will 
not commit any act of aggression against any of the Honourable Company’s 
allies, or dependants. His Highness to grant imraediately a Sunnud for the 
Jaidad, and oa this voucher the Butish Government to proceed to take pos- 
session of the Jaidad lands and posts, without making it known that the 
assumption is made by authority from the Peishwa 
The assumption completed, the British troops are to advance to Poonali, 
without publishing that they do so by authority from the Peishwa, acting 
in an amicable manner on the march towards those who manifest a friendly 
disposition, and opposing and defeating those who may offer any resistance. 
In order to give full effect to this plan, his Highness the Nizam to be soli- 
cited to co-operate in such a manner as that apoweifui corps of his troops 
shall advance in conceit fiom Ilydciabad to Poonah, on the same piinciples 
march as thobc obseived by the British tioops, subsisting diffeiences 
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between the Msbwa^s Court, and that of Hyderabad, to be adjusted on the 
Imsla of the treaty of the llth Zehedje, 1!208, FussUee^ any deferences that 
may arise in regard to the true intent and meaning of this instrument, to 
be arbitrated by the British Government, and both Sircars to abide by such 
arbitration. The Sircar of his Highness the Nizam, shall have credit for 
the sums expended in the co-operation afforded by his troops. The Ouick- 
war Sircar to be required to co-operate agreeably to the relations and prac- 
tice which have long held between that Sircar and the Poonah State j while 
the succouring armies approach towards Poonah, his Highness the Peishwa 
will attend to his personal safety, and in case of necessity, will retire to 
Basseen ; in the Kocun he will be ready to join the British troops at such 
point as may be deemed secure and proper. Inasmuch as it will be his 
Highness’s aim at all times to conduct his political measures in union with 
those of the Honourable Company, it is accordingly agreed on the other 
hand, that the subsidiary force will be permitted to be employed for the 
purpose of chastising such of his dependants, as are engaged in an obsti- 
nate rebellion against his authority ; and it is further agreed, that the 
Honourable Company’s Government will take no concern with any of his 
relations, servants, or subjects, with respect to whom his Highness is con- 
sidered as absolute. It is further declared by the contracting parties, that 
this defensive alliance which is meant for the preservation, permanent 
prosperity, and honour of the Pcishwa’a Government, shall last and hold 
good, as long as the sun and moon shall endure. 


[Enclosure C. referred to at p. 5,] 

If ere is placed If is Highnesses Seal 

In order that the Honourable East India Company Behaudur may essen- 
tially assist and support the Sircar of his Highness Bajee Eao Ragonaut 
Pundit Purdhaun Behaudur, and defend his person, his said Highness hereby 
subsidizes from the Honourable Company aforesaid, a corps of British troops 
consisting of six native battalions, with their proportion of artillery, and 
his said Highness, for the purpose of subsisting and bearing the charge of 
the said corps, doth hereby cede to the Honourable Company aforesaid, a 
territory yielding an annual revenue of twenty-five lacs of rupees, to be 
furnished in part from the province of Guzzerat, and part from the Carna- 
tic, or the whole from either of these quarters. 

Given under the seals of his said Highness at his Court in Poonah, this 
t>yenty-seventh day of the month Jemaudy ool Aukher, IS 17 Hejira, 
agreeing with the 25th of October, A, D. 1802. 

Here is placed his Highness’s signet. 

Ragonaut Rao. 

(A true Copy.) B. Cuose, 

Resident at Poonah. 
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No. III. 

The Marquees Wellesley to the Bight Honotirable Lord Clive. 

(Private.) 

My dear IjORD, Barrackpore, 7th Janaary, 1803. 

I have derived the greatest pleasure from receiving the 
accounts of the alacrity and judgment with which your 
Lordship has acted during the existing crisis of the affairs 
of the Mahratta empire. The exertions which you have 
made for the early assembling of the army on the frontier of 
Mysore, were extremely seasonable and judicious; and I 
anticipate the greatest advantages in the course of our nego- 
tiations from this wise precaution. My views are anxiously 
directed to the object of avoiding hostilities, and I request 
your Lordship to hear this principle in mind throughout 
every contingency which may call for your decision. I enter- 
tain a sanguine hope of accomplishing the great arrangement 
of establishing a British subsidiary force at Poonah, without 
proceeding to extremities with any party. Indeed, all the 
most important powers concerned in the contest, have already 
directly solicited our mediation, or manifested a disposition 
to accept it. The pacific conclusion, however, of these extra- 
ordinary commotions, may depend so essentially on the 
degree of despatch with which questions may be decided of 
a nature exclusively and necessarily reserved for the per- 
sonal decision of the Governor-General, that I am desirous 
of proceeding with all practical expedition to some point 
from which I can easily reach the principal scene of negotia- 
tion, and direct the daily course of measures according to 
the variation of circumstances and events. 

With this view I propose to embark for Madras towards 
the close of this month; from Madras I can proceed into 
Mysore or to Bombay, or to any quarter which may require my 
presence. I shall most happily embrace this occasion of 
again expressing to your Lordship in person, my unalterable 
attachment, regard, and esteem, and I do not feel it to be 
necessary to suggest any apprehension that my arrival at the 
seat of your Lordship’s government can produce any other 
effect than to manifest to the world additional proofs of our 
indissoluble union in the public service, and of our mutual 
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contempt of tlie clamour of faction, and of tlie low arts and 
intrigues of disappointed corimption. 

The extraordinary crisis which has occurred at Poonah, 
has determined me to remain in India for another year, under 
any event which can arise, excepting the actual appointment 
of a successor to me from home, and the probability of his 
speedy arrival in India. My despatches by Colonel Harcourt, 
are not yet answered. The reply to those despatches may 
however, be hourly expected ; and it must solve all doubts 
respecting my continuance in India. In the meanwhile I 
have apprized the Court of Directors of my resolution to 
remain another year, unless circumstances should change. 
My wish is that your Lordship should pursue a similar course 
of policy ; it appears to me to be the conduct most suitable 
to the public exigency. 

Ever my dear Lo^*d, 

with the most sincere attaclnncnt and esteem, 

Your’s most faithfully and afiectionately, 

Wellesley. 


No. IV, 


Ty Mar<in€u IFelledey to His Ed'sellency LieuL-iront/mt lAths, 
the Communder-^in* Ch lef* 

(Most Secret and Confidential.) 

My dear Sir, Bairackpore, January, 7tlii, 1803. 

I have been desirous for some time past to communicate to 
you the interesting state of affairs in the Mahratta empire, 
and the course of policy which I have adopted, with a view 
to derive every attainable advantage from this singular crisis. 
But the hourly fluctuation of circumstances, and the great 
uncertainty of the final result of the various changes, which 
have so rapidly passed in succession at Poonah, rendered it 
impracticable to convey to you from this distance rny clear or 
definite notion of the real condition of affairs. The crisis is 
now such, as to enable me to afford a sufficiently distinct view 
of my objects, and of the means by which I hope to attain 
them j and I have accordingly directed my private secretary 
to forward for your perusal, copies of several secret docu- 
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ments, with observations upon their contents, which I trust 
will convey full information upon the most material branches 
of our late negotiations, and upon the probable issue of this 
extraordinary transaction. 

In the mean while, I wish to submit to you in the most 
perspicuous manner in my power, my wishes and expecta- 
tions with regard to the operations of our military force 
during the present crisis. The Government of Fort St. 
George, partly from its own view of circumstances, and partly 
under my orders, has directed a considerable force to assem- 
ble on the frontier of Mysore and Hurryhaul. The objects 
of this movement are ; first, ^ to provide an effectual defence 
for our frontier under any emergency / this measure appeared 
absolutely necessary while such numerous hordes of banditti 
were collected at Poonah, with a prospect of further confu- 
sion, and with a hazard that (even if the contending parties 
should concur in an intention to avoid any violation of the 
British territory, or of the Nizam’s dominions) the progress 
or issue of the contest might compel many predatory adven- 
turers with their respective bands of robbers, to seek subsist- 
ence m our countries or in those of our allies. Secondly, 
* To afford eventual aid to the Peishwa in the restoration of 
Ms authority, and to establish a British subsidiary force at 
Poonah under the conditiofis of the general defensive alii- 
ancc concluded with the Nizam in October 1800.’ 

My wish and expectation is, that this army may never find 
occasion for active operations, with a view to any of its pro- 
posed objects. Its presence on the frontier, in my opinion, 
will deter the invasion of any party, and even of any vagrant 
freebooter of important stiength; and the general aspect of 
affairs leads me to believe, that we shall be enabled to con- 
clude our alliance with the Peishwa, unde^ the pacific acqui- 
escence, if not with the cordial consent, and to the genei'al 
satisfiiction of all parties. The power, whose views might be 
most apprehended, and whom it is most important to hold in 
check, is certainly Scindiah. No serious or alarming oppo- 
sition is to be feared from any other quarter, and I am 
inclined to believe that even Scindiah will act a neutral, at 
least, if not an amicable part. 

Under these circumstances, I think it necessary to leave to 
your discretion without reserve, to determine whether you 
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will remain in the ceded districts in Oude, or will proceed to 
the army at Hurryhaul ; at the same time, it is my duty on 
every ground both public and private, to apprize you in the 
most expBcit terms, of my sentiments with regard to your 
destination. My belief is, that the army at Hurryhaul, will 
never be called upon to act either offensively or defensively ; 
it may possibly march to Poonah, and after having esta- 
blished .the subsidiary force, return to its stations, or it may 
furnish the subsidiary force, without moving its main body 
beyond our frontier. In either event, I expect no attack or 
opposition from the chiefs now at Poonah, nor from any other 
quarter, unless Scindiah upon arriving in the Deccan should 
endeavour to obstruct our views. This case I deem impro- 
bable, but if it should occur, our most effectual mode of con- 
trolling Scindiah must be an irruption into his dominions in 
Hindostan, from the ceded provinces of Oude ; and in that 
case, the main and most critical effort must be made from the 
quarter where you are now present. 

The result of this reasoning is, that if any serious contest 
should arise, (which, however, I do not expect) the most 
important operations will be directed against Scindiah’s pos- 
sessions ro the destruction of his power in Hindostan ; and 
that no probability exists of any important contest in the 
Deccan. 

Indeed my determination is so fixed to employ every effort 
for the purpose of avoiding hostilities, that I think it scarcely 
possible that I can be disappointed in my hope of preserving 
peace. And my plan is, therefore, rather to form such 
arrangements as may present the most powerful and mena- 
cing aspect to every branch of the Mahratta empire, on 
every point of their frontier, than to prepare any separate 
army with a view to one distinct operation. 

It is, therefore, my decided opinion, that you would be more 
probably in the road to efficient service, in the event of hos- 
tilities, by remaining with the army in Oude, than by pro- 
ceeding to Hurryhaul ; and that during the period of nego- 
tiations, if hostilities should be suspended, your presence in 
Oude would contribute more to the terror of the most im- 
portant state in the Mahratta empire, and, therefore, would 
prove more advantageous to the public interests, than your 
presence on the frontier of Mysore. 
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Having thus, my clear Sir, submitted my views and senti- 
ments to you without disguise, I refer the whole question to 
your own judgment, assuring you most sincerely, that you 
wdll receive my most cordial support in any determination 
which you may form. 

Ever my dear Sir, 
with sincere respect and esteem. 

Yours most faithfully, 

Welleslev. 


No. V. 

I ovdChre to the Mm^qnoss JVoUesh*y 
(Private.) 

My dear Lord, Fort St Oeoige, 14th January, 1803 

I have just received the accompanying packets to your 
Lordship’s address from Col. Ilarcourt, and I lose not a 
moment in forwarding them to your Lordship. I have not 
by this conveyance any news of a public nature, excepting 
the approval of the treaty of the Carnatic by the Court of 
Directors, upon which -I have the honour to offer to your 
Lordship my cordial congratulations. I have no communica- 
ition respecting the succession to the government of Fori 
St. George. 

I am always my Dear Lord, 

With the greatest esteem and regard, 

Most faithfully youx^’s, 

Clive. 


No. VI. 

The liis^ht Hou Loul Cnstlerm^s^h to the Mar(inese Wetlesley 
(Private.) 

Doneira, August 10th, 1802. 
My dear Lord, [ReceivadJanuary 17th, 1803.] 

The few days that have elapsed since my appointment to 
the Presidency of the Board of Controul have been passed 
among my constituents in Ireland, and on the road to this 



32 T.OI{T> CXSTLEREAGH TO Jail. 

place — I avail myself of the first tranquil clay I luivc had to 
addrcbs myself to your Lordship, and to express the very 
particular satisfaction I derive from feeling myself placed in a 
situation, which connects me in close oflicial habits with your 
Lordship, from which I promise myself not less advantage 
in my public capacity, than the gratification to my individual 
feelings from former intercourse, from common connections, 
and from the zeal which we shall both feel in the same object, 
I venture to flfitter myself that I shall have the good fortune 
to possess, as I shall endeavour to deserve, your unqualified 
and unreserved confidence, and I trust it is unnecessary to 
assure "^you, that my utmost exertions shall be employed to 
give stability to your administration, and to co-opeiaite with 
you in the conduct of Indian affairs, with that cordiality 
which can alone render our united exertions successful. 

I propose returning to London, taking Lord Cornwallis in 
my way, so as to arrive there about the 25th. I shall reserve 
till I have had some communications with the India House, 
troubling your Lordship witli any observations on the detail 
of business, but I hope very soon after ni} arrival, that I 
shall be enabled to write fully on the three principal points, 
which call for immediate attention — namely, the settlement of' 
the Carnatic — the military cstablihhmenl, and the sy.stem to 
be pursued with a view to the reduction of the Indian debt. 
I shall press these several points on my return to an imme- 
diate decision, and your Lordship shall lie apprized without 
delay of the result, wdiieh is likely to reach you through the 
regular despatches. 

’Wliatever circumstances may have occuiTed in tl.e course 
of your official intercourse with tliis countr}, not altogether 
satibfactoi'y, and however your Lordship may feel many 
strong motives inclining you to return to Eurojie, yet I am 
led to hope that nothing will induce you to deliver up tlie 
government to other hands, t '1 you have fully compkqed all 
those arrangementH, equally counected with the most impoi t- 
aiit and brilliant features of your own administration, as with 
the conclusion which has been put to tlie late wuir — in what- 
ever degree the pecuni.u'y affairs of the Company may have 
felt the pressure of the contest, it is connected with your 
T^ordship’s distinguished reputation, in which every friend of 
yours, and of the country must feel a deep iulercht, that you 
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•should be the individual to lay the foundation of that system, 
and of those measures, which is in peace to accomplish the 
prosperity of those possessions, which you have so success- 
fully preserved, and improved in war; and I feel the strongest 
persuasion, that the same enex’gy of mind, which led you so 
happily to conceive, and so effectually to execute the many 
arduous measures connected with the late contest, will, when 
applied to another state of things, be as fruitful in drawing 
from peace, the resources of which it is susceptible, as you 
have proved yourself in war, competent to direct those re- 
soiu'ces to their true and legitimate purpose; your Lordship’s 
reputation as a statesman during a period of war, has been 
esttiljlished on the most solid foundation, it only remains 
to exhibit the cpialifications which belong to less arduous 
times, to perfect in result, as well as in the estimation of those 
who are mclined to watch your progress with a critical eye, 
the character of }our administration. 

I have the honour to be. 

My dear Lord, 

with great regard very sincerely yours, 
Castlereagil 


No. VIL 

Vh Riiiht lloh Loul i'ustkn r(t}>h to the Marquess irdlesley, 
J’ru.itt and Senct ) 

Loudon, Scptcmbei lOtli, 1802. 
My OKAK Lorl, [Received January l/tli, 1803] 

All. Addington has coiumunicatcd tome the private letters 
he has lately received from ;you by Col. Monson and Col. 
1 I<ircourt, my short letter from Doneira, which reached town 
just in time to catch the Devaynes in the Downs, will have 
apprized your Lordship of the deep importance I peisonally 
attach to your administering the government of India, till 
you hav e concluded all the arrangements resulting from peace, 
amongst which 1 reckon the management of the French inter- 
ests, as connected with the restitutions, not to be the least 
important, as also till you have bi ought the settlement of the 

VOL. III. 0 
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Carnatic, and of the cessions in Oude to a final, and I doubt 
not a most satisfactory conclusion. 

However anxious I may feel on this subject, on public 
grounds, I owe it to your Lordship not to urge your continu- 
ance, unless I can assure you not only of my own cordial sup- 
port, leaving it to Mr. Addington to answer for that of his 
colleagues, but also, till I can state upon the authority of the 
body themselves, that I have every reason to hope and to 
’telieve, that the Court of Directors will contribute fairly and 
honestly, |o render your continuance for another year in the 
change of their dominions, satisfactory to your public and 
private feelings, 

Mr. Addington fully participates in all my sentiments upon 
this subject. We both regret, that any interval should occur 
in writing to you conclusively, but you know how difficult it 
is to assemble the King’s ministers at this season of the year» 
or even to bring the Court of Directors together ; and how- 
ever, entirely prepared we both are, explicitly to express our 
own impressions, and wishes on the whole of the case, we 
conceive it indispensable to convey to your Lordship a more 
comprehensive explanation the opinion of the King’s con- 
fidential servants, than it is possible to do without a cabinet 
being assembled for the purpose, which cannot, I understand, 
take place till some day m the ensuing week. 

We are unwilling, however, to leave your Lordship during 
theintervening period, however short, without receiving a com- 
munication from hence; we have therefore determined to send 
an express overland to apprize you, that we hope in the 
course of a ver} few days to write fully, and I trust in a satis- 
factory manner to your Lordship, in reply to your last private 
despatches. In the meantime we feel assured, that no con- 
sideration will induce you to embark for Europe, whilst there 
is a prospect that you may have it in your power to render a 
great additional service to the public, without being exposed 
during the remainder of your government, to any thing that 
can seriously wound your private feelings. 

As I shall so soon have an opportunity of writing to you 
more at large, not only upon the point m question, but upon 
others of a more general nature, and as I have not more than 
time to prepare this letter, ]>revious to the departure of the 
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mail, I shall only assure your Lordship, that I feel a very 
particular interest in the successful issue of this transaction, 
and I beg that you will 

Believe me to be, 

With great truth and regard, ever 
Your Lordship’s 

* sincere and faithful servant, 

Castlereagh. 


No. VIIL 

hxeut •‘General Stuart to the Marquess Wellesley, 

My Lord, Head Quarters, Choultry Plain, 24 January, 1803. 

The sincere satisfaction which I have received from the 
communication of your Excellency’s decision to proceed with- 
out delay to Madras, is tempered with no ordinary degree of 
regret, that the period necessarily fixed for my departure 
deprives me of the eminent advantages I should have derived 
from a personal communication of your Lordship’s commands. 

Under these circumstances it will be my chief care, until I 
t may be honoured with your Excelleiicy’s further orders, to 
regulate •my conduct by the comprehensive view of the prin- 
ciples to be observed in the present crisis of affairs in the 
Mahratta empire, contained in the extracts from your Excel- 
lency’s letter to the Commander-in-Chief* which you have 
done me the honour to transmit, and I shall proceed to the 
delicate and important charge I am about to assume with a 
confidence proportioned to the exalted sense which I entertain 
of your Lordship’s illustrious character, and of the advan- 
tages which I shall immediately derive from the wisdom and 
energy of your Lordship’s councils. 

The high approbation which your Excellency has condes- 
cended to bestow on the manner in \^hich my devotion to the 
cause of public virtue, and to the principles of your Excel- 
lency’s Administration, has enabled me to perform my official 
duties, constitutes an abundant reward for the labours of a 
most anxious interval, and would of itself prove a noble in- 
citement to persevere in the same honourable course during 


* See p. 29. 
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the short remaining period of my public life, if at this 
advanced stage I could require additional excitements to con- 
tinue a line of conduct which has procured me such inesti- 
mable commendation, and been attended with the purest 
personal gratification. 

The kind assurance of your Excellency*s cordial support 
in every situation is grateful to my proudest feelings. It 
enables me to look forward with confidence and with pleasure 
to the services which it may still be possible that I should 
render to my country, and to the last and most precious 
enjoyments of life, the approbation of those, from whom it is 
of the highest value. 

I have the honour to remain, 

With the most grateful and faithful attachment. 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency's most obliged, 

Obedient, and devoted servant, 

J. Stuart. 


No. IX. 

The Right Hon Lord Cmtlereagh to the Marqum Wellesley, 

Eabt Sheene, September 27, 1802. 

My dear Lord, [Received Jamury 20, 1803.] 

No exertion has been omitted by Mr. Addington, or myself, 
which could accelerate our final communications, in answer to 
your Lordship’s despatches by Colonel Harcourt, and al- 
though the preliminary steps have necessarily been productive 
of some delay, I trust our letters of the 10th instant, by the 
overland express, will have prepared your Lordship for this 
interval, which was inseparable from the transaction. 

I am now enabled to convey to your Lordship, the result of 
what has passed; and I do it in the full confidence, that when 
your Lordship takes into your consideration, the whole of the 
circumstances, you will not hesitate to accede to the desire, 
which has been so strongly and unequivocally expressed by 
the Court of Directors, as well as by bis Majesty’s ministers. 

So soon as I was informed of your Lordship’s sentiments, 
as explained in your private letter to Mr. Addington, I lost 
no time in communicating to the Chairman and Deputy-Chair- 
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man the anxious solicitude we both felt, that your Lordship 
might be induced to remain in the Government of India for 
another season. I also apprized them, in confidence, of the 
impressions under which your Lordship’s resignation was 
signified to the Court, and the opening which yet presented 
itself of securing for this additional period your farther ser- 
vices, if your continuance could be made satisfactory to your 
public and private feelings, by some distinct testimony of the 
good will and confidence of the Court. 

It is due to the Chairs to state, that they entered with 
cordiality into these sentiments, and testified the utmost rea- 
diness tor- bring the subject under the consideration of the 
Court. They did not disguise from me, that much jealousy 
and dissatisfaction existed in that body with respect to cer- 
tain measures of your government, which the late appoint- 
ment of Mr. Henry Wellesley had considerably increased. 
They did not however doubt, when the Court recalled to their 
recollection the eminent services your Lordship had rendered 
to the Company, and reflected on the important advantages 
that must result to their affairs, from your being induced to 
remain in India, during the ensuing year, that minor consider- 
ations and collateral impressions would give way, and that 
their ultimate decision would be such as was due to your 
Lordship’s distinguished merits, and to their own immediate 
interests. 

The sentiments of the Court of Directors will be conveyed 
to the Government of Bengal in a public despatch, and I 
cannot but indulge a confident hope, that the great public 
considerations therein stated, as the particular grounds 
upon which their request to your Lordship is founded, will 
not suffer your Lordship to hesitate in retaining a situation, 
which, in the judgment of his Majesty’s ministers, as well as 
of the Court of Directors, will enable your Lordship, during 
the remainder of your government, to render the most essen- 
tial services, both to the Company and to the empire. 

The strong wish which the Court has publicly expressed 
on this subject, is the best proof your Lordship can receive of 
their confidence, and in testifying at this moment, the value 
they attach to your Lordship’s services, they must be consi- 
dered, as assuring your Lordship of their disposition to give 
your administration a cordial and honourable support. 
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In calling upon your Lordship to postpone your intentions 
of returning immediately to Europe, we felt it absolutely due 
to your Lordship, as well as important to the interests of the 
Company, to obtain a decision upon the late proceedings in 
the Carnatic, the consideration of which had been postponed 
by his Majesty’s ministers, in expectation of receiving further 
information on this important arrangement, which your Lord- 
ship intimated your intention of transmitting by the Mornings 
ton Packet. 

The Mornington not having brought the expected papers, 
and the substance of the transaction appearing to be contained 
in the documents already received, a strong desire to relieve 
your Lordship from further suspense on this subject, has in- 
duced his Majesty’s ministers no longer to postpone their 
decision, and Mr, Addington will inform your Lordship, that 
they are prepared, on the case as it stands explained in the 
papers already received, to give the measures adopted by the 
Government of Fort St. George, under your Lordship’s 
directions, their decided support, and a despatch approving 
of the late settlement and treaty with the Nabob A25eem ul 
Dowlah will be forwarded through the Secret Committee, by 
the present conveyance 

At the same time, it is necessary your Lordship should 
know that considerable doubts and difficulties have, and do 
exist in the minds of many persons in this country on this 
question, which I trust, upon further reflection and discussion 
will be removed* It is likely to make a prominent feature in 
the proceedings of the ensuing session, and no pains are 
spared, not only to impress the public mind, with the harsh- 
ness and injustice of the transaction in itself, but also coupling 
it with the cessions in Oude, as also those in the neighbour- 
hood of Surat obtained from the Guicowar Rajah, to prove 
that a systematic plan of territorial acquisition, inconsistent 
with the policy professed in the act of 1793, has manifested 
itself in the late measures. 

As far as my own opinion is concerned, I have no hesita- 
tion in stating, that your Lordship would have been inexcus- 
able upon the case made out, (however, the transaction may 
furnish plausible grounds of statement in debate) had you 
suffered our interests in the Carnatic to rest on their former 
footing, and that such a procedure would have not only left 
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our security in that quarter, as imperfect as probable trea- 
chery could well make it, but woulJ have shewn a weakness 
and facility in our councils, after the disclosures had taken 
place, which could not fail to have encouraged every other 
ally to trifle with our forbearance. I shall therefore feel no 
difficulty in giving the measure my full support ; but, beyond 
this, I entertain a strong conviction, that the transaction in 
itself will bear discussion, and ultimately establish itself, as 
equally just and politic, in the opinion of Parliament. 

Before I quit this subject, I cannot avoid mentioning to 
your Lordship, that considerable anxiety is entertained here 
relative to the floating debts of the late Nabob. Their amount 
is supposed to be very great, from the extent of the embar- 
rassment, in which his Highness was known to be involved ; 
and some doubts have been suggested, whether the Company 
as a Corporation, in taking the territories, do not make them- 
selves liable to its incumbrances, and may not be sued for 
the same ; at least in the case of an individual taking a pro- 
perty, whatever his own claims may be, he is precluded from 
paying himself, till all other claims are satisfied. 

I hope this doubt may not be well founded. I should 
conceive, even taking the case, as being between individual 
and individual, instead of (as in the present instance) being 
in spirit at least, between state and state, that military charges, 
as well as expenses of collection would be deemed to be ne- 
cessary outgoings to render the estate productive, and that 
no Court of Justice would give private debts precedence of 
the usual claims, for furnishing the degree of protection to 
the Carnatic, which must be necessary to obtain from it any 
revenue at all. At all events, I think we may look with con- 
fidence to Parliament for securing the pecuniary interests of 
the Company, at least to the extent of their former claims, 
either in debt or subsidy; and that their would be little 
hesitation on the part of the .legislature in denying to the 
creditors any other remedy, than an appropriation of the 
surplus revenues; the rather, as their security, even then 
would stand much improved under the treaty, by the pros- 
pect there is of an augmentation of the revenues, when admi- 
nistered by the Company’s officers. 

The question, however, of recognizing the validity of these 
debts, in any degree, is one, which will require the maturest 
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consideration^ and I am happy to observe the prudent caution, 
which has been observed by the Government of Madras on 
this subject. I am aware that the principles adopted, in 
respect to the debts alFecting the Tanjore country, seem to 
establish a precedent bearing upon this question. I am not 
prepared however, to consider any former precedent, as so 
far binding in the present instance, as to preclude the Com- 
pany from acting on such principles, as shall ultimately appear 
wise in themselves, upon a full knowledge of the extent and 
nature of those claims. 

Upon the late important events in Oude, I shall not at pre- 
sent detain your Lordship. The pecuniary and political 
importance of the treaty is manifest, and from the accounts 
given, both by Colonel Harcourt, and Colonel Monson, of the 
cordial manner in which this settlement has been agreed to 
by the Vizier, there appears every reason to be highly satis- 
fied with the circumstance under which it has been concluded ; 
I cannot therefore but entertain a sanguine hope, that your 
Lordship will receive the approbation of the Court on this 
subject, so soon as they are in possession of the details, which 
your Lordship has signified your intention of transmitting. 

I cannot omit availing myself of this occasion of congratu- 
lating your Lordship, on the distinguished ability Mr. Henry 
Wellesley has displayed, both in the conduct of the treaty, 
and in the superintendance of the commission appointed for 
the settlement of the country. Your Lordship will not be 
surprized that the Court of Directors should feel considerable 
jealousy on the subject of his appointment, I trust, however, 
it has been allayed; and I entertain a sanguine hope, that any 
observations, which the Court may hereafter feel themselves 
called upon to make on this subject, will be, to notice it in the 
manner which I am persuaded, is not less due to the wisdom, 
than it indisputably is to the purity of the measure, and solely 
with the view of guarding against any improper inference, 
which might hereafter result from the relaxation of a general 
principle in this particular instance. 

In adverting to the general measures, which will engross 
your Lordship’s attention, during the remainder of your stay 
in India, I feel it altogether unnecessary to offer many sug- 
gestions. The local opportunities you have had, enable your 
Lordship to form a much more comprehensive judgment on 
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the extended scale of our interests in that quarter, than either 
ray experience or means will admit of. 

I can truly assure your Lordship, I look with confidence to 
the winding up of your government, being marked with as 
much solidity, as its progress has been brilliant and command- 
ing ; and in the two great features of retrenchment of expense, 
and conduct towards the native powders, I am satisfied, when 
the government passes from your Lordship’s hands, that we 
shall have as little to desire as to regret; for, however earnest 
your Lordship may feel to place our interests and authority 
in that quarter, before you leave India, upon the surest and 
most lasting foundation, \our mind is too much ah\e to the 
true principles of Biitisli policy, to purchase any advantage 
at too high a price. 

I have now^ only to renew my assurances to your Lordship 
of sincere and cordial co-operation, and to repeat my coiimc- 
tion, that your Lordship s decision upon the ai rival of these 
despatches, will correspond with that high sense of public 
duty, which has invariably distinguished your Lordship’s 
conduct. 

I have the honour to be, 

My dear Lord, 

Your very sincere and faithful servant, 

CASTLEItKAGU. 


No. X. 

The Mtmjursa jrcllct^hu to Lotd CbfV 
(.Seciet— oflicial ) 

My Lord, Wilham, rebnuiry 2, 

I have received from the Resident at Poonah the intimation 
of his intention to recommeiul the advance of the British 
Army assembled at llurryhaul into the JMaliratta territory 
at the earliest practicable period of time. 

The length of time required for the complete equipment of 
the force which your Lordship had directed to be assembled 


* The u&bcnihling ot thib force luulcr the coimutuul ot MAjoi-General 
Wcllci?lev. lb lully detailed la the Duke ut Wellnigton'b dcbiKilclios, VoL 
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on the frontier of the Mahratta territory, precluded the 
necessity of any immediate instructions with rcjfard to the 
ultimate destination of that arm>. The transactions in the 
Deccan and the situation and \iews of the several contending 
parties having now assumed a more distinci form, 1 am 
enabled to apply the general principles by which J propose 
to regulate the proceedings of the British Government in the 
actual crisis of affairs. 

The objects of assembling the British troops on the frontiiu- 
of Mysore were, the effectual defence of our possessions 
during the convulsed state of the Mahratta empire, and the 
eventual establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonah, under 
the operation of the general defensive alliance concluded with 
the Peishwa.* 

Your Lordship is apprized of my intention (in confor- 
mity to the system of alliance founded by the treaty of Hy- 
derabad, in 1800f), to exert the British influence and power 
for the restoration of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, 
on the basis of the subsidiary treaty recently concluded by 
Colonel Close. J In pursuing this intention, it is, however, 
absolutely necessary to attend to the leading principles of 
policy by which my conduct has been governed : — 

1st. The maintenance of peace with the Mahratta states. 
2nd. The preservation of the internal tranquillity of the 
British possessions. Our proceedings in the present crisis of 
affairs must be strictly conformable to these leading principles. 
The stipulations of treaty on which I found my intention 
to facilitate the restoration of the Poishwn’s authority, origi- 
nated in a supposition that the majority of the Midiratta 
Jageerdars, and the body of the Peishwa’s subjects enter- 
tained a desire of co-operating in that measure. Justice and 
wisdom would forbid any attempt to impose upon the Mah- 
rattas a ruler, whose restoration to authority was adverse to 
the wishes of every class ofhis subjects. The spirit of our recent 
engagements with the Peishwa, involved no obligation of such 
an extent. Whatever might be the success of our arms, the 
ultimate object of those engagements could not be attained by 

Sec subsequent letters, 
t See vol. li p 2/5, and appendix, p. 709. 

X See appendix. 
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;i course of policy >o violent and extreme. If, therefore, it 
should ap})ear that a decided opposition to the restoration of 
the I'ei^ln^ a is to be expected from the majorit\ of the Mah- 
rattu Jageei'dars, and from the bod) of the Peishwa's sub^ 
jects, I should instantly relinquish eveiy attempt to lestore 
the Pei.shwa to tlie musmul of Poonah. 

Even iiiuh r an assurance of a decided support and co- 
operation troiii the* flagceulav'', it irv, however, advisable that 
such a detachment of tlie Ihiti'-h force should advance into 
the Mahiatta territory, as sludl not endanger the internal 
tranqinllitv of the Companj's terntories. The advance of the 
whole of the British army assembled at llurrvliaiil into the 
Mahratta territov) would greatly diminish the internal security 
of the Company’s possessions in that quarter of India, Such 
a movement would therefore be inconsistent with a principal 
object of that armament. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, therefore, I con- 
sider the advance of the whole of the British army assembled 
at Hurry haul to Poonah to be a measure of such hazard to 
the tranquillity of the British possessions, as could not be 
justified by any probable expectation of a more speedy and 
complete accomplishment of oiu views at that court. 

With the view of fulfilling our engagements with the 
Peishwa without deviating from the principles stated in this 
despatch, it is my intention, 

1st. That the whole of the subsidiary foice serving with 
his Highness the Nizam, together with the regiment of Euro- 
peans, and the regiment of cavalry, co be furnished for the 
service of his Highness, under the Older- of the Governor- 
Gcneral in council, of the olst of December, I8()"2, shall pro- 
ceed to join the tioops of the Nizam assembled ni his High- 
ncss’s western frontier, and that the whole of that force shall 
occupy within his Highness’s territory the station nearest to 
Poonah, and shall be prepared, at a proper season, to advance 
to that capital. 

fondly. That as large a proportion of the Bntisli aimiy as- 
sembled at Hurry haul as can be detached, consistently with 
the internal security of the British territories, shall adv *incc 
in concert and co-operation with such of the iMahratta chiefs 
and Jageerdais occupying the southern frontiei of the jNIah- 
ratta territory as are attached to tlie Pei^ln^ a’s CtUise , and 



44' THE MARQUESS WELLESI.EY TO Fcb- 

that the remainder of the British army shall maintain its po- 
sition on the frontier of Mysore, for the combined purpose 
of eventually supporting the advanced detachment, and of 
preserving the internal tranquillity of the Company's terri- 
tory* 

Srdly. That the advanced detachment shall proceed from 
Hurryhau], together with such of the Mahratta forces as may 
unite with it, either to Meritch, or to any other station 
where the Peishwa may be enabled to join that force, or that 
the detachment from Hurryhaiil shall form a junction with 
the combined army of the Nizam, and with the British sub- 
sidiary troops on the frontier of his Highness’s dominions. 
The immediate destination of the advancing army must ne- 
cessarily be regulated by contingent events. The extent of 
the force to be thus detached from the main body of the 
British army at llurr^haul must be decided by the discretion 
of your Lordship in council, aided hy the judgment of the 
commancler-m-chief, and strictly regulated by the principles 
stated in the preceding parts of tliis despatch. 

Such detachment of British troops, supported by the 
co-operation of the majority of tlie southern Jageerdars, or 
by the force united with the army of the Nizam, will be suf- 
ficient to preclude the opposition of any individual chieftain 
who may consider the restoration of the Peishwa to the mus- 
nud of Pooiiah to be incompatible with his separate interest, 
and who might be disposed to resist or embarrass the pro- 
gress of that measure. 

The actual period of the advance of the proposed de- 
tachment from Hurryhaul must be regulated by the informa- 
tion which your Lordship may leceive of the progress of the 
subsidiary force from Hyderabad, and of the Nizam’s troops, 
and also by the tenor of the advices which may be trans- 
mitted to your Lordship by the resident at l^oonah. 

The co-operation of the majority of the Mahratta Ja- 
geerdars for the restoration of the Peishwa to the due exer- 
cise of his authority being considered to form an indispen- 
sable part of the arrangement for the accomplishment of that 
object, it is necessary that your Lordship should be apprised 
of my sentiments with regard to the conduct to be observed 
in encouraging those Jageerdars to co-operate with the British 
troops. 
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It may be expected that those Ja^^eevdars will recpiirc, 
as the condition of their support, as.^uranees from the British 
Government of security for their respective rights and inte- 
rests in the general settlement of affairs. Without an accu- 
rate knowledge of the respective rights of the »Fageerdars, 
and of the Peishwa, we cannot justly pledge tlie faith of the 
British Government to any special engagement on this sub- 
ject 

Every practicable means should be employed to con- 
ciliate tlie good will of tliOhC chieftains, and to obtain their 
co-op(‘ration in the general oliject of rcbtoring the Peishwa to 
the due exercise of his autliority, and for that purpose it will 
be proper to afford to the Jagecrdars every assurance that 
the utmost influence of the British Government will be em- 
ployed after the successful restoration of Baajy llao, to pro- 
vide for the security of each chieftain to the extent which may 
be practicable, consistently with the just riglits of the Peish- 
wa. Any engagements of a more definite nature might in- 
volve obligations inconsistent with public faith. 

In framing any arrangements with the Mahratta Jageer- 
dars occupying the frontier of Mysore for the purpose of se- 
curing their aid and co-operation on the present occasion, 
your Lordship may be disposed to avail yourself of the ser- 
vices of Major Malcolm, whose extensive information with re- 
gard to the general political system of India, and whose inti- 
mate knowledge of my sentiments on this particular bi'anch 
of ])olicy will furnish peculiar advantages in accomplishing the 
measures which your Lordship may pursue for the purpose 
of securing the support of the Mahratta feudatories. 

Your Lordship will issue such instructions to the com- 
manding officer of the detachment as may he proper with the 
vi<‘w to conciliate the good will of the inhabitants of the 
country through which the detachment may have occasion to 
pass in the Mahratta territory. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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No. XI. 

The Marquees Wellesley to Lord Clive 
(Secret ) 

My Lord, Fort William, February 3, 1803 

In the present situation of the affairs of the Mahratta em- 
pire, and under the circunistanees of our recent engagements 
with the I^eishwa, it is desirable th<it an officer of approved 
talent and experience in the political interests of the Go\ern- 
nient in India .should be appointed to reside at the court of 
the Rajah Raggojee Bhooslah the Rajah of Berar, iind 
should be directed to proc(»(»d with tlu‘ le<i'-t practicable delay 
to Nagpore. 

Adverting to the power and influence of Kaggojee 
Bhoosluh, as a branch of the Mahratta state, it is ex])edient 
that w’e should poss(\s'« the means of obt^unhig timely know- 
ledge of that cliieftain’s vi(‘\v,n in the present crisis. It is my 
duty to avail m>self of the favourable opportunity which the 
actual state of tlie aflaiiN ol‘ the Maliratta empire may lx* ex- 
pected to afford for the accomplishment of the important 
object of comprehending the Rajah of Bora'* in the wSj stem of 
defensive alliance lately concluded with tlie Peishwu. 

These objects cannot be cflectually secured, otherwise 
than by the presence of an able and active resident on the 
part of the British Government at the court of Nagpore, 
Your Lordship will concur in opinion with me, that the 
talents, knowledge, and activity of Mr. Webbe ({ualif} him in 
an eminent degree for that station. Mr. Wt‘bbe's skill in the 
principal languages of India, and particularly the* Mahratta 
language, render him more particndarly able to serve the 
Company in the situation of resident at the court of Nag- 
pore. 

I trust that the purposes uf the commission of which 
Mr. Webbe was appointed a member, under the authority of 
your Lordship, in council, have now been so far accomplished, 
as to admit of Mr. Webbe s employment at Nagpore without 
the hazard of injury to the public service ; and I have formed 
an arrangement for supplying the place of Mi;. Webbe in his 
<*{ipacity of resident in Mysore, which will be communicated 
to your Lordship iii the sequel of thi'^ des})at<dK 
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Adverting, however, to the peculiar nature of our con- 
nection with the state of Mysore, and to the local circum- 
stances of that important branch of our political relations, I 
am convinced that the security of the British interests in that 
quarter of India indispensably requires the permanent con- 
tinuance of an able and experienced political resident at the 
court of Mysore. I have liitherto reluctantly submitted to 
the necessity which has occasioned the absence of Mr. Webbe 
from his station in Mysore, I therefore deem it to be essenti- 
ally necessary that a person duly qualified sliould be immedi- 
ately and permanently appointed to succeed to that office 
which will be vacated by the nomination of Mr. Webbe to the 
residency of Nagpore. 

The critical state of the British interests as connected 
with the affairs of the Maliratta empire, and the nature of our 
recent engagements with the Peishwa, render the presence of 
the British resident at the court of Mysore t^t this period of 
time of still more urgent importance to the public interests. 
With reference either to the permanent duties or the immedi- 
ate object of that appointment, it is indispensably necessary 
that the person who may be nominated to that situation, 
should be intimately acquainted with the condition and inte- 
rests of the several states and chieftains composing the Mah- 
ratta empire, with the whole course of the late transactions 
in -the Deccan, and with my views and sentiments with regard 
to the whole system of our political arrangements in that 
quarter of India. 

The complete information possessed by Major John 
Malcolm on all those important points, added to the zeal, 
judgment, and ability, which have distinguished the conduct 
of that officer in various important political stations, qualify 
him, in a peculiar degree, for the situation of resident at 
Mysore. 

The knowledge which I possess of the sentiments of 
your Lordship with respect to Major Malcolm’s qualifications 
leaves no doubt in my mind of your Lordship’s entire con- 
currence in the selection of that officer for the situation of 
resident in Mysore. I therefore request that your Lordship 
in council will be pleased to issue Major Malcolm’s appoint- 
ment to tlmt office on the date of Mr. Webbe’s nomination to 
the* re^idenc) ofNa^p^n-e. 
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Major Malcolm will immediately proceed to Fort St. 
George for the purpose of taking charge of his appointment. 
Your Lordship has been apprized, by private advices from 
me, of the intention which I had formed of proceeding to 
Fort St. George for the express purpose of regulating, with 
more facility and effect, the course of the military and politi- 
cal proceedings connected with the actual state of the Mah- 
ratta empire. The tenor of the advices recently received 
from Colonel Close, and from Hyderabad, appearing, however, 
to render the expediency of my departure less urgent, and 
the exigencies of the public service in this quarter of the 
British dominions requiring my immediate attention, I timst 
that the inconvenience of my absence from Fort St. George 
in the present crisis may be supplied by the communications 
of Major Malcolm, whose instructions from me will enable 
him to state to your JLordship distinctly my sentiments and 
intentions with regard to the present state of affairs at Poo- 
nah. I accordingly request your Lordship to receive from 
Major Malcolm the communication of my sentiments on such 
questions connected with the state of the Mahratta empire, as 
may not have been determined by my recent instructions to 
your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. XII. 

The Marquess JFellcslet^ to His Ea'cellency Lieut. •General Stuart, 
(Private and Confidential.) 

My dear Sir, Fort William, February Sth, 1803. 

The favourable appearance of affairs at Poonah, combined 
with the pressure of various circumstances in our situation at 
this Presidency, has induced me to relinquish my intention of 
proceeding to Fort St. George in the pi*esent season. 1 have 
sent Major Malcolm to Madras with an appointment to My- 
sore, and as he is fully acquainted with every sentiment of 
my mind respecting the actual crisis of affairs in the Mahratta 
empire, I have referred Lord Clive to him on every point 
which may appear doubtful or deficient in my instructions. 
You will also find Major Malcolm completely apprized of the 
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views which I entertain with regard to the operations of the 
army, and I request that you will accordingly admit him to 
your confidence, and receive through him such communica- 
tions from me, as it is not practicable to commit to paper. 
The general principle of my present proceedings is to avoid 
hostilities, and I request you to bear this principle in mind as 
the rule of our conduct in every emergency which may arise. 
I entertain the firmest reliance, that with the aid of your 
prudence and temper, we shall attain every object of the 
armament without war. 

Believe me to be. 

With the greatest regard and respect, dear Sir, 
Your most faithful and obliged servant, 

Wellesley. 


No. XIIL 

The Mnrque8& Welleslfij to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort Wilhain, F<'buiarv 10, 1803. 

In my despatch to your Honourable Committee dated Mt\\ 
December, 1802,* forwarded overland, I had the honour to 
submit to you a statement of the late transactions in the 
Mahratta empire, and to explain to your Honourable Com- 
mittee the system of policy which I considered it to be my 
duty to pursue for the security and improvement of the Bri- 
tish interests in India, in the actual crisis of affaii's at Poonah. 

I am apprized by the Honourable the Goveimor of Bombay 
that in conformity to my instructions, it was his intention to 
forward to your Honourable Committee with that despatch 
a continuation of the narrative of events and proceedings in 
that quarter to the latest period of time. That narrative will 
comprehend the occurrences of a date subsequent to my last 
advices from Bombay ; I shall therefore confine the present 
despatch to a statement of my general sentiments on the 
actual situation of affairs in the Mahratta empire, and of the 
course of policy which I propose to pursue. 

Your Honourable Committee uill be apprized by that 
despatch of the Honourable the Governor of Bombay to 
w'hich the preceding paragraph refers, of the actual conclu- 

^ bee |> .) 
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sion of a definitive treaty of defensive alliance between tlje 
British Government and his Highness the Peishwa. 

The terms of that treaty being strictly conformable to the 
tenor of my original propositions to his Highness, and to the 
spirit of my subsequent instructions to the Rcbident at Poonah, 
I have not hesitated to ratify and*confirm the treaty. A copy of 
the treaty is annexed to this despatch.’^ The conclusion of this 
important arrangement promises to establish the British inte- 
rests in the Mahratta empire on the ino^t solid and durable 
foundation, and to afford additional secuvit} for the permanent 
tranquillity and prosperity of the British dominions in India. 

The complete operation of this beneficial arrangement is 
however still subject to doubt. 

It has always been sufficiently manifest that the principal 
liranches of the Mahratta state, are averse to an alliance be- 
tween the British (unernment and the so\ereign power of 
the Maliratta empire. The distractions prevailing among the 
feudatory chieftains afforded the most fivouralde prospect 
for the conclusion of such an alliance. It is also evident that 
His Highness the Peishwa has been induced to conclude the 
treaty with the British Government by his conviction that no 
other means existed of recovering any portion of his just 
authority, or of securing the tranipiilhty of his dominions. 

The knowledge of our arrangements with the Peishwa may 
induce Dowlut Row Scindiah and Holkar, to compromise 
their differences and to offer to the Peishwa proposals for 
restoring His Highness to the Mu«?nud of Poonah, which His 
Highness may be disposed to accept, notwithstanding the 
actual conclusion of engagements for that purpose with the 
British Government. In such an event it is not my intention 
to attempt to compel the I’eishwa to adhere to llic faith of 
his engagements, at the hazard of involving the Company in 
a war wnth the combined .Mahratta States. 

If ho’wever the PeUlnva should adliere to the faith of His 
engagements, and if the majority of the Mahratta Jageerdars 
and Chieftains subject to His Highness's authority, should 
concur in tlie restoration of the Peislnva's authority under 
the treaty with the Company, 1 shall consider it to be my 
duty to proceed, without regard to any partial opposition ou 
the part of Scindiah, or of Holkar. either singly or united. 

^ AppeiulK 
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No reason, however, exists to justify an apprehension that 
in the event supposed, Scindiah would proceed to such an 
extremity ; nor is any such desperate course of proceeding to 
be apprehended from the Rajah of Berar. Uncombined with 
the power of Scindiah, Holkar will not probably venture to 
resist the Peishwa. Holkar has also anxiously solicited the 
arbitration of the British Government with respect to his 
claims. 

Your honourable Committee mil be apprised by the Go- 
vernment of Bombay of the state of affairs in Guzerat, where, 
I trust, an establishment is now formed, from which great 
advantages may be derh ed to the political, military, and com- 
mercial interests of the Company, in that quarter of India. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellegley. 

Feb. 14, 1803. 

P.S.— Since the date of this letter I have received advices 
from the resident at Poonah to the 23rd ultimo, the general 
tenor of these advices appears to me to be of the most favour- 
able description. 

His Highness the Peishwa has despatched two of his prin- 
cipal officers to Dowlut Row Scindiah for the express pur- 
pose of reconciling that chieftain to the arrangement which 
his Highness has concluded with the British Government. 

His Highness the Peishwa has addressed letters to the 
several Mahratta chieftains subject to his Highness's autho-/ 
rity, who occupy the districts situated between Poonah anaj 
the river Kistna, apprising them of his alliance with the Brit? 
tish Government, and directing them to join and co-operate: 
with the British forces. These circumstances have consider-^ 
ably diminished my apprehensions with regard to the possi-^ 
bility of the Peishwa’s departure from the faith of his engage- 
ments. 

Dissensions have arisen between Amrut Row and Jeswunt 
Row Holkar, which may be expected to produce a separation 
of interests between those chieftains, Jeswmnt Row Holkar 
is extremely embarrassed by the w'ant of money for the pay- 
ment of his troops, and is endeavouring to supply the failure 
of his resources by levying oppressive contributions from the 
inhabitants of Poonah. That chieftain has repeated his pro- 
positions in a modified form to the Resident, for an accomingr 
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elation with the Peishwa, and has solicited the mediation of 
the Resident, and of the Peishwa, for the satisfaction of his 
demands upon Dowlut Rao Scindiah. As a proof of his 
sincerity, Jeswunt Rao Holkar has signified his intention of 
sending the females of the Peishwa’s family to his Highness 
at Bassein. Jeswunt Rao Holkar has been equally earnest 
in soliciting the mediation of his Highness the Nizam. 

The situation of affairs justifies a confident expectation of 
the speedy and happy conclusion of the late arrangements 
with his Highness the Peishwa, and of the amicable adjust- 
ment of the differences existing among the Mahratta chief- 
tains, through the mediation and influence of the British 
power. 


No. XIV. 

77ie Marquess Frellcslct/ to thr Honounfftle Court of Ithecforn, 
Honourable Sirs, Fort Willuan, Febmarv 3Uh, 1M0,'L 

On the 29th of January, the Goveinior-General in council 
in the public department had the honour to recoue a letter 
from your honourable Court, under date Sept. 29, 1802, * 
in w^hich you are pleased to notice the receipt of the des- 
patches of January 1st, and March 13th, 1802, from me, sub- 
mitting to your honourable Court my desire to relinquish this 
Government, and return to Europe in the month of January, 
1803. 

The letter from your honourable Court of Sept, 29 will 
be acknowledged in the regular course of correspondence by 
the Governor-General in council, but as the general tenor of 
that despatch refers exclusively to my public services, and to 
my personal sentiments, my respect for your honourable Court 
induces me -to address this separate letter to you upon the 
subject of my continuance in India. 

By my letter to your honourable Court under date 
Dec. 24, 1802, f you wtU have been informed that my anxious 
desire to derive every practicable advantage from the existing 
state of affairs in the Mahratta empire, had determined me to 
prolong the period of my government in India, and to sacrifice 


Seti AppeiiiHx 


t See p 1. 




1802 . 


THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


53 


to my sense of your interests my earnest solicitude to return 
to Europe in the present season. This circumstance will, I 
trust, satisfy your lionourable Court that no consideration is 
of equal moment in my cbtimation to my sense of duty towards 
the public interests, or to the solemn obligations of my ardu- 
ous public trust. 

The sentiments of disapprobation which your honour- 
able Court has deemed it necessary to signif} to }our govern- 
ments in India on various occasions during tlic course of my 
administration, have been received by me with a degree of 
concern and regret proportioned to the satibfaetion with which 
I have the honour respectfully to acknowledge your honour- 
able Court’s recent approbation of iii) conduct in the general 
management and supcrintendance of your affairs. 

The expectations of public advantage which your honourable 
Court is pleased to found upon my continuance in your service, 
are sufficient to determine me to sacrifice every private con- 
sideration to the important duly of obeymg your commands. 

Impressed with these sentiments, I have the honour to 
submit to your honourable Court this respectful notification 
of my intention to postpone my departure from India until the 
month of January, 1804. 

Your honourable Court has been apprized by various 
communications from this Government, in the course of the 
last year, of the progressive introduction of the system of 
finance which I have been enabled to frame, with a view of 
accelerating the success of any arrangement which may be 
adopted in England for the liquidation of the Indian debt. I 
entertain a confident hope of meeting the expectations of your 
honourable Court on this important subject. 

I am also satisfied that the settlement of your recent acquisiti- 
ons will prove highly advantageous to 3 ^ our interests, and will fur- 
nish a valuable accession to your resources of every description. 

During my continuance in this laborious and difficult 
station, your honourable Court may be assured of my most 
cordial, zealous, and assiduous attention to e\evy object to 
which you may be pleased to direct my services, or which may 
appear to me to lequire them. 

I have the honour to be, Honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 
your most obedient, obliged, and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 
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No. XV. 

Marquess Wellesletf to the Right Hon, Lord Castkmigh^ (Extract). 

(No. 1, Private and most Secret.) 

My dear Lord, Barrackpore, 12th February, 1803. 

Your Lordship will have been apprized by my letter of the 
24th December 1802^ to the Court of Directors, of the 
motives of public duty, which had induced me to determine 
to remain in India for another season previously to the receipt 
of the reply from His Majesty’s ministers, and from the Com- 
pany, to my despatches by Colonels Monson and Harcourt. 

I am deeply sensible of your kindness in having commu- 
nicated to me so early as the 10th of September, the general 
sentiments of the Government at home, upon the subject oT 
my continuance in India; and it will be satisfactory to your 
Lordship to learn, that your early attention on that occasion, 
effectually relieved my mind from a state of the most painful 
anxiety and embarrassing doubt, 

I assure your Lordship sincerely, that notwithrttanding my 
respect and regard for Lord Dartmouth, 1 derived great 
confidence and satisfaction from your appointment to the 
general superintend ance of Indian affairs. My intimate^ 
knowledge of your chai'acter and talents, induces me to anti- 
cipate from that appointment, an administration of the inte- 
rests of Great Britain in India, equally honourable to you, 
and advantageous to the public. 

The communications conveyed by } our letter of the 27th 
September, have completely removed every trace of appre- 
hension from my mind with regard to my personal situation 
during the continuance of my administration in India. 

In the suggestions which your Lordship has communicated 
with regard to the exercise of my discretionary authority 
during the remainder of my government, I conceive that you 
refer more particularly to the question of the private trade, 
on wdiicli jou will have learnt that I have conformed impli- 
citly te the instructions which I received, although my senti- 
ments upon that question remain unaltered. 

The question of the private trade never appeared to me to 
be of the magnitude or importance described by either of the 
contending parties. My conduct was regulated by a calm 
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and deliberate view of the comparative political and commer- 
cial advantages to the Company and the nation, of promoting 
or of destroying that branch of trade ; and your Lordship 
may, perhaps, be inclined to consider the alarm and anger of 
the Court of Directors on this subject, with no other dispo- 
sition than the indulgence which true wisdom extends to the 
infirmities of prejudice, ignorance and passion, when you 
shall have observed, by adverting to the recorded proceed- 
ings of the Government for the last two years, that I had 
actually suspended all encouragement to the private trade of 
India during that period of time, in anxious expectation of 
receiving a precise rule of conduct from the Court of Di- 
rectors, whose definite commands for nearly three years 
previously to that time, I had solicited with an anxiety 
equally assiduous, and fruitless ; and that in the year 1801-S, 
instead of having permitted the whole private tonnage em- 
ployed on the Egyptian expedition to proceed with cargoes 
on account of individual merchants to England, I had re- 
stricted that indulgence to the limited number of three ships, 
the services of which were absolutely necessary to the suc- 
cess of the expedition, and could not have been obtained on 
any other conditions. 

When, therefore, the Court was pleased to accuse me of 
having lavished my indulgence upon upwards of 30,000 tons 
of private shipping to the hazard of the Company’s monopoly, 
the fact was, that I bad restricted that permission vdthin the 
limits of 3,000 tons, under an irresistible exigency of the 
public service at the most critical period of the war. Under 
these circumstances your Lordship will judge whether the 
long silence of the Court, together with the state of the trade 
and shipping during the years 1800, 1801, and the commence- 
ment of 1802, would not have afforded ample means of fa- 
vouring the private trade of India, if I had harboured the 
unworthy design imputed to me by the Court; and whether 
my inaction at the juncture most favourable and most critical 
to the interests, which I am supposed to esteem beyond my 
public trust, does not furnish an incontrovertible proof of my 
utter indifference to any other considerations than those of 
ray public duty ; you will also, I trust, remark my invariable 
observance of respect even for the errors of any branch of 
the authority of the East India Company. Their own re- 
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cords will, however, save me the labour of a detailed defence. 

I have adverted particularly to the question of the private 
trade, because I apprehend that my conduct on that question 
has been the main source of the virulence which has been 
betrayed by the Court on various other topics. Whatever 
may be the final judgment of the Court on that question, it 
is a matter of public notoriety in India, that no subject of 
any importance since the commencement of my administra- 
tion has engaged so inconsiderable a portion of my solicitude, 
and that in many instances I have offended nearly to an equal 
extent against the prejudices and passions of both parties at 
issue respecting the private trade. 

It is extremely ^difficult to define the precise boundaries of 
the discretionary authority vested in the Governor-General. 
On the due and firm exercise of that discretion, however, the 
stability of this empire must principally depend. On the 
other hand, the abuse or licentious extension of the discre- 
tionary powers of the Governor-General would endanger the 
efficacy of the controlling power in England. This question 
must be decided in common with every practical question of 
government by reference to the particular circumstances of 
each special case. On this subject, therefore, I can only 
assure your Lordship that my disposition must always be to 
conform to the instructions received from England, without 
deviation or delay, and that my pi’actice will always corres- 
pond with this principle, subject, however, to such modifi- 
cations as the peculiar nature of this government, and 
the actual state of local circumstances may absolutely de- 
mand. 

I return you many thanks for the communication of the 
paragraph proposed by the Court of Directors, and of the 
answer returned by the Board of Commissioners respecting 
the appointment of Mr. Henry Wellesley to preside over the 
temporary commission for the provisional government and 
settlement of Oude. The letter of the Board of Control is 
so entirely conformable to my sentiments, and contains so 
just and accurate a representation of the principles and mo- 
tives which induced me to appoint Mr. Wellesley, that I feel 
it to be unnecessary to offer any remark upon its contents, I 
will, therefore, only add my sincere satisfaction to perceive so 
distinct and correct a view of my conduct as that which your 
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Lordship has taken on an occasion so interesting to my cha- 
racter and honour. 

No consideration inferior to the most urgent demand of 
the public service would have induced me to withdraw my 
brother from the management of my personal and domestic 
arrangements, in the conduct of which it must be perfectly 
evident, that the loss of his services must have been irrepara- 
ble to my private interests. His own private interests could 
derive no other advantage from the appointment than that 
which might result from the honourable discharge of his 
public duty, and from the prosperity of the public interests 
committed to his hands. The principles on which this ap- 
pointment was founded were precisely similar to those which 
governed my conduct in constituting the commission for the 
affairs of Mysore after the reduction of Seringapatam. Any 
difference in the duration or nature of the two commissions 
arose necessarily from the nature of each respective case* 
The real objects of this appointment were so obvious, that I 
confess myself to have viewed the disapprobation of the 
Directors merely as a»i additional symptom of their disor- 
dered temper. The transaction in all its relations, so far 
from having been injurious to the civil service in Bengal, 
offers, perhaps, the most considerable advantages which have 
been conferred on that service since the acquisition of the 
Dewanny of Bengal. The immediate effect of the arrange- 
ments in Oude will open thirty new offices of considerable 
emolument and honour to the civil service, and the ultimate 
consequence must be to accelerate by nearly ten years the 
general succession throughout the junior branches of the 
departments of judicature and revenue. No competition 
could exist between my brother and any civil servant respect- 
ing the station of Lieut.-Governor, nor could any superses- 
sion be involved in an appointment which never would have 
existed if my brother had not been on the spot, and for which 
no civil servant could be qualified, because no gentleman of 
that description possesses the natural authority which my 
brother derives from his birth and rank, from the place which 
he holds in my confidence, and from the consequent respect 
of the native princes, chiefs, and people. It would have been 
impossible to have settled our recent acqmsition without my 
presence upon the spot, if I had not been enabled to substi- 
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tute my brother; and as my continuance for an entire season 
in Oude would have been highly injurious to many other im- 
portant branches of the public service, I selected the only 
person in India who could represent me on such an occasion. 

Your Lordship will learn by these despatches the happy 
result of that appointment. You will also perceive that, at 
an early period of the year, Mr. Wellesley signified to me 
the probability of his being enabled to resign his office at 
this season, and obtained my permission to proceed to Cal- 
cutta as soon as the settlement of revenue actually in pro- 
gress should be completed. He accordingly arrived at Cal- 
cutta on the 18th of January, 1803, and he has resigned the 
station of Lieut-Governor of the ceded provinces having de- 
livered to this government a report upon the result of the 
settlement of those provinces, which accompanies the des- 
patch to the Secret Committee by this conveyance. 

Although the state of the ceded provinces is at present 
perfectly tranquil and flourishing, I have no hesitation in de- 
claring to your Lordship my positive conviction <^hat the 
public service in Oude will be exposed to hazard by Mr. 
Wellesley’s retirement at this time. 

The prosperous condition of the ceded provinces is prin- 
cipally to be ascribed to Mr. Wellesley’s personal influence 
and authority, and to the uniform exertion on his part of 
considerable ability and indefatigable industry, combined 
with extraordinary temper and discretion ; I should, there- 
fore, have felt a stronger sense of security and confidence in 
the final settlement of affairs in Oude, if Mr. Wellesley’s 
commission could have been renewed for another season. 
The information which 1 have received from Mr, Wellesley 
since bis arrival at Calcutta, and the result of the various 
authentic documents which he has brought under my consi- 
deration, would certainly have induced me to have prolonged 
his continuance in the superintendence of affairs in Oude for 
another season, if I had not found myself precluded from the 
exercise of my judgment with respect to his appointment by 
the declared opinion of the Court of Directors. My assidu- 
ous attention will be directed to prevent the evils which I 
apprehend from Mr. Wellesley’s premature resignation of 
his government ; if, however, I should unfortunately prove 
unsuccessful, your Lordship will ascribe any embarrassment, 
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which the public service may suffer^ to the interposidou of 
the Court of Directors. 

As Mr. Wellesley cannot with propriety return to the office 
of private secretary, I have thought that his talents and 
knowledge might be rendered most useful to the public ser« 
vice at this moment by his immediate return to England ; his 
health also, which has suffered by his laborious employment 
in Oude, will receive benefit from the voyage. He will, there- 
fore, embark in a few days for England on board the Swallow 
packet, which is now in the river Hooghly ready to receive 
him. 

Much as I regret my brother’s early departure, I derive 
great satisfaction from reflecting on the advantage which his 
seasonable arrival in England will afford to your Lordship, 
particularly in considering the affairs of Oude. Your Lord- 
ship will also find Mr. Wellesley intimately acquainted with 
the general state of affairs in every part of India, and with 
my sentiments on every important topic relating to this em- 
pire. 

I request you to accept my most cordial acknowledgements 
for your Lordship’s highly satisfactory statement of Mr. Ad- 
dington’s conduct, in consequence of receiving my despatches 
by Colonels Monson and Harcourt. So honourable a testi- 
mony of the public approbation and private attachment of 
such a character, is truly grateful to every sentiment of my 
heart. 

I return you my sincere thanks for the early intimation, 
which your Lordship has been pleased to communicate to me, 
with regard to the designation of my successor in the difficult 
and important station which I now have the honour to hold. 

Your Lordship will be sensible of the motives of delicacy 
which must restrain me from offering any opinion upon the 
qualifications of any person to whom his Majesty’s ministers 
may be disposed to confide this trust. You will, however, 
anticipate my unfeigned solicitude, that any successor who 
may arrive from England to receive charge either of this 
government, or of that of Fort St. George, should meet the 
most cordial reception, and the most sincere, honourable, and 
zealous obedience and support. At a proper season I shall 
not fail to impress this most anxious wish of my heart upon 
the minds of all persons in India whose conduct can be at 
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fected by my injfluence or example. Without reference to 
the character of any individual, I deem it to be proper to 
assure your Lordhliip that I will omit no effort to strengthen 
the hands of those to whom this perilous charge may devolve 
after my departure, and that I will faithfully deliver to my 
successor whatever portion I can becpieath to him of the ac- 
tivity, vigour, and dignity of this government. 

I cannot conclude without repeating to your Lordship, 
with the warmest cordiality, my most sincere thanks for the 
honourable spirit of friendship and kindness which pervades 
every part of the letters to which I now reply. In me you 
will find a similar disposition to promote the prosperity of this 
empire under your Lordship’s control, and to associate your 
interests and honour with my own, to the last moment of my 
continuance in India ; and I trust that my departure will be 
marked by every circumstance which can contribute to the 
future facility of your Lordship s administration, 

I am, my dear Lord, 
with great truth and regard, 
your’s most faithfully and sincerely, 

WeLIiESLEY. 


No, XVI. 

Lkut --General Stmrt to the Marquess Wellesley* 

Camp near Nowly, on the banks of the Toombudra, 
March 25th, 1803. 

My Loed, 

I experience tlie greatest satisfaction in acquainting your 
Lordship with the favourable state of affairs at present in 
this quarter. The detachment which proceeded into the 
Mahratta territory pursuant to your Lordship’s instructions 
has continued to advance with expedition, and to be received 
in the most friendly manner by the chieftains and people of 
the Mahratta state. The Killadar of Darwar, whose inten- 
tions were suspected in consequence of his former connec- 
tions, has manifested a disposition entirely favourable to our 
views, and has sent his son with a party of horse to accom- 
pany the movements of the advancing detachment The 
presence of the main body of the army upon the frontier 
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affords a considerable degree of protection to the communi- 
cations of the advancing detachment, secures the tranquillity 
of the British possessions, and contributes to confirm the 
sentiments of attachment to his Highness the Peishwa’s 
cause, professed by the southern Jageerdars. The movement 
of the troops has hitherto been attended with the most fa- 
vourable circumstances ; and I trust that the final success of 
the present measures, which are so eminently calculated to 
extend the resources and strengthen the power of the British 
nation in the peninsula, will correspond with the wisdom and 
ability with which those measures have been planned and 
directed. 

It afforded me particular satisfaction to find, on the arrival 
of Major Malcolm at Hurryhur, that the instructions which 
I had furnished to the honourable Major-General Wellesley, 
on proceeding in command of the advancing detachment en- 
tirely corresponded with your Excellency’s views. It is for- 
tunate that a service of so important and delicate a nature 
has been confided to an officer who is so highly qualified by 
his superior talents and military knowledge to conduct it with 
ability and success. Major Malcolm has joined the advancing 
detachment, and intends to accompany it to Meritch ; his ac- 
quaintance with Mahratta affairs, and his conciliating manner, 
will contribute to engage the active co-operation of the Mah- 
ratta chieftains, and to assist the measures of Major-General 
Wellesley. 

I have been highly gratified by the expressions of confi- 
dence conveyed in your Excellency’s letter of the 8th ultimo, 
and it will afford me still higher satisfaction to learn that the 
present service has been conducted in a manner so as to 
merit your Lordship’s approbation. 

Captain Salmond arrived in camp yesterday, and delivered 
to me a letter from your Excellency. I am happy in having 
an opportunity of pacing to that officer the attention which 
is due to his character, and the^place which he possesses in 
your Lordship’s esteem. 

I have the honour to remain, my Lord, 
with the greatest respect and regard, 
your Lordship’s most faithful, obliged, 
and devoted servant, 

J. Stuart. 
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No, XVIL 

T/i^ Mitrqum ffyhsle^ to hh E,vcellency Lieut *-Gener<tl Lake, the 
Commantfer^H’- Chef, fye, 

(Private.) 

My DEAR Sir, Barrackpoor, March 27th, IB03. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Uth instant from Cutchoura, which reached me 
on the 25th.^ 

I wish you to afford every encouragement and facility to 
General Perron in his return to Europe through our pro- 
vinces, and with this \iew, I am ready to consent, (and I 
authorize you to communicate with General Perron accord- 
ingly) to the following propositions. 

1st, That General Perron shall proceed to I^ucknow, ac- 
companied by a body of his cavalry not exceeding tw^o hun- 
dred, and of his infantry not exceeding four hundred men, 

2nd. That previously to his entering oiu territories, he 
shall notify his approach to the officer commanding the near- 
est station, who will be authorized by you to give him a pass- 
port, without which passport he shall not pass our frontieiv 
The passport must describe the number and rank of Ins suite 
civil and military ; and copies of it must be transmitted to 
the officers of the several stations, and to the civil magistrates 
of the districts through which he shall pass. 

3rd. A military officer to he named by you, and a civil ser- 
vant to be named by Mi% Seton will accompany Mr. Perron 
from his entrance into our pro\inces to Lucknow*. You wnll 
also be pleased to name a military officer to attend him from 
Lucknow to Calcutta, and I w*ill dfrect a gentleman of the 
civil service to meet him at Lucknow for the same purpose. 

4tlu Previously to General Perron’s entrance into the M- 
zier’s reserved territory, he must obtain a passport from the 
Nawaub. Colonel Scott will receive directions to this effect, 

5th. While General Perron shall I’euuiin at Lucknow, he 
must consider himself to be subject to the authority, and 


* This letter referred to a solicitation fiom General Perron (a French- 
man in ScindialPs service) to obtain permission to proceed to Calcutta via 
Oude with a militarv escort, for the purpose of proceeding? to Europe. — 
[Ei>.] 
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under the immediate protection of the British Resident, who 
will be ordered to receive and to treat him with every mark 
of respect and consideration. 

6th. As soon after C5eneral Perron’s arrival at Lucknow as 
the British Resident sliall think fit, General Perron’s military 
suite shall return to Coel, under proper passports. Every 
degree of attention and civility shall be manifested towai*ds 
his troops upon their returning march. If General PeiTon 
shall desire it, the Resident at Lucknow will furnish him 
with a proper guard of sepoys, after the return of his own 
troops. 

7th. From Lucknow Mr. Perron will proceed, under a 
proper passport, to Calcutta, where I will receive him in a 
manner conformable to his wishes, and will use every means 
to facilitate his voyage to Europe. 

Stli. I shall inform Scindiah of Mr. Perron's request, and 
I shall state that I have complied with it from motives of re- 
spect for Scindiah. The letter to Colonel Collins authorizing 
him to communicate General Perron’s application to Scindiah, 
shall be sent to you, and shall be despatched by you, when 
you think fit. A duplicate shall be sent from Calcutta as 
soon as I shall have learnt from you that your copy has been 
despatched. 

You will observe that I am strongly disposed to accelerate 
Mr. Perron’s departure from Scindiah’s service ; conceiving 
it to be an event which promises much advantage to our 
interests in India. 

I have not delayed my answer to your letter beyond the 
time necessary for consulting the records on some points con- 
nected with this subject, but I think it would be proper that 
General Perron’s application to you, with your opinion upon 
it, should be converted into an official form in the Secret De- 
partment ; in which I will also record my answer, with the 
regulations proposed for the conduct of General Perron 
during his journey from Coel to Calcutta. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

always with the greatest respect and regard, 
your most faithful and affectionate servant, 

Wellesley. 
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Examinations at the College of Fort William^ dated 2dth Marche 1803 * 

On Tuesday, the 29th of March, being the day appointed 
by his Excellency the visitor for the public disputations in 
the oriental languages, the governors, officers, professors and 
students of the College assembled at nine o’clock at the New 
Government House. 

At a little before ten, his Excellency the visitor, accompa- 
nied by the honourable the Chief Justice, the members of the 
Supreme Council, the members of thfe Council of the College, 
and the officers of his Excellency’s suite, entered the southern 
Room on the marble floor, and took his seat at the west end 
of the Room. 

In front of his Excellency, scats were placed for the profes- 
sors, and for such students as were to maintain the disputa- 
tions, or to receive prizses and honorary rewards. 

As soon as his Excellency had taken his seat, the disputa- 
tion commenced in the following order : 

Disputations in the Persian language. 

Position — The natives of India under the British Govern- 
ment, enjoy a greater degree of tranquillity, security, and 
happiness, than under any former government.” 

Defended by Mr. R. Jenkins, Bombay, — Chief opponent, 
Mr. T. Hamilton, Madras. — Second opponent, Mr. J. Wau- 
chope. — ^Moderate!’, Lieutenant J. Baillie, Professor. 

Disputation in the Hindostanee language. 

Position. — ^^The suicide of Hindoo widows by burning 
themselves with the bodies of their deceased husbands, is a 
practice repugnant to the natural feelings, and inconsistent 
with moral duty.” 

Defended by Mr. W. Chaplin, Madras. — Chief opponent, 


* I am induced to give the details of this public collegiate examina- 
tion in full from the Calcutta Gazette, as it was the first time of the 
Governor-General's personal attendance at the public exercises in the 
College of Fort William. The names of the successful competitors will 
be found in the Appendix,— [E p.] 
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Mr. R. T. Goodwin, Bombay. — Second opponent, Mr, R. C. 
Ross, Madras. — ^Moderator, John Gilchrist, Esq. Professor, 

Disputation in the Bengalee language. 

Position. — “The distribution of Hindoos into casts, retards 
their progress in improvement.*’ 

Defended by Mr. J. Hunter — Chief opponent, Mr. W. B. 
Martin.’^ — Second opponent, Mr. W. Morton.— Moderator, 
W. C. Blaquiere, Esq. 

Declamations in the Arabic languages^ were pronounced 
by Mr. R. Jenkinsf and Mr. E. Wood. 

At the conclusion of the disputations in the Persian, Hin- 
doostanee, and Bengalee languages, an appropriate speech in 
the language of the disputation was made by the respective 
Moderators. 

At the conclusion of the declamations in the Arabic lan- 
guage, Lieutenant Baillie, the pi'ofessor of Arabic, delivered 
a speech in that language. 

When the disputations and the Arabic declamations and 
speeches were concluded, his Excellency signified to the 
officers of the College his directions, that the prizes and ho- 
norary rewards should be distributed in his presence on the 
ensuing day. His Excellency *also notified his intention to 
confer the degree of honour Established by the statutes on 
several students, whom he had directed the Council of the 
College to present to him, for that purpose. 

On Wednesday the SOth March, his Excellency the visitor, 
entered the Room about half past eleven o’clock, accompanied 
by the honourable the Chief Justice, the members of the 
Supreme Council, the members of the Council of the College, 
and the officers of his Excellency’s suite. 

As soon as the Visitor had taken his seat, the Vice-Provost 
proceeded to present to his Excellency, those students who 
were entitled under statute 8th, to receive degrees of honour, 

* Was appointed a provisioned member of the Supreme Council ot 
India in 1835, which appointment, however, (he being in England) do- 
mestic circmnbtcinccb led him to decline. 

f Now a member of the Court of Directors, and for a considerable 
time Resident at Nagpore, whcic he was greatly distinguished by his abi- 
lity, firmness, and prudence, under circumstances of peculiar difficulty, 
danger, and responsibility. 

VOL. in. F 
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and whose presentation had been previously directed by his 
Excellency. The Vice-Provost publicly read the certificate 
granted by the Council of the College to each student res- 
pectively, specifying the high proficiency which he had made 
in the oriental languages, and also the regularity of his con- 
duct during his residence at College. When tlie certificate 
had been read, his Excellency the Visitor presented to each 
student the honorary diploma inscribed on vellum in the ori- 
ental character 5 purporting that the Committee of Public 
Examination having declared that the student had made such 
proficiency in certain of the oriental languages as entitled 
him to a degree of honour in the same, his Excellency 
was pleased to confer the said degree, in conformity to the 
statute. 

The students now leaving college, on whom his Excellency 
was pleased to confer a degree of honour on this occasion, 
were — 

Mr. William Butterworth Bayley,^ of Bengal ; Mr. Richard 
Jenkins, of Bombay; Mr. William Byam Martin, of Bengal; 
Mr. Terrick Hamilton, of Fort St. George ; Mr. William 
Chaplin, of Fort St George ; Mr. Edward Wood, of b'ort St. 
George; and Mr. Richard Thomas Goodwin, f of Bombay. 

At the same time a degree of honour was conferred oa the 
following students of last year : 

Mr. Jonathan Henry Lovett, of Bombay ; and Mr. Charles 
Lloyd, of Bengal. 

After the degrees of honour had been conferred, the 
prizes, medals, and honorary rewards adjudged at the late 
public examination were distributed by tbe provost, in pre- 
sence of the visitor, to the following students : 

Messrs Jenkins, Martin, ClupHn, Hamilton, Wood, Goodwin, Hunter, 
Wauchope, Ross, Moiton, Romcr, Gowan, Newuham, Sprott, Bourchier, 
Sparrow, Elliott, Cole, Fuller, Walker, Plowden, andTuinbuU. 

The particular prizes adjudged to each will be found in the 
annexed reports. 

After the prizes and honorary rewards had been distributed, 

* Appointed a member of the Supreme Council lu 1S25 Succeeded 
to the office of Governoi -General in 1827, between the depaiture of Lord 
Amherst and the arrival of Lord W. Beiitinck, and now a member of the 
Court of Directors. 

t Appointed member of CouiicSl at Bondmy, 1823 
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his Excellency the Visitor was pleased to deliver the follow- 
ing speech. 

Gentlemen of the College of Fort William, 

From the foundation of this college to the present time, the 
state of political affairs has not permitted me to discharge the 
grateful duty of presiding at your public exercises. My at- 
tention, however, has not been withdrawn from the progress, 
interests, and conduct of this institution. The principles on 
which this institution is founded, the spirit which it is de- 
signed to diffuse, and the purposes which it is calculated to 
accomplish, must enhance the importance of its success, in 
proportion to the exigency of every public crisis, and to the 
progressive magnitude, power, and glory of this empire. 

In the difficulties and dangers of successive wars, in the 
most critical juncture of arduous negotiations, in the settle- 
ment of conquered and ceded provinces, in the time of return- 
ing peace, attended by the extension of our trade, by the 
augmentation of our revenue, and by the restoration of public 
credit, I have contemplated this institution with conscious 
satisfaction, and with confident hope. Observing your aus- 
picious progress under the salutary operation of the statutes 
and rules of the college, I have anticipated the stability of all 
our acquisitions, and the security and improvement of every 
advantage which we possess. 

From this source the service may now derive an abundant 
and regular supply of public officers, duly qualified to become 
the successful instruments of administering this government 
in all its extensive and complicated branches ; of promoting 
its energy in war ; of cultivating and enlarging its resources 
in peace ; of maintaining in honour and respect its external 
relations with the native powers ; and of establishing (under 
a just and benignant system of internal administration) the 
prosperity of our finances and commerce, on the solid foun- 
dations of the affluence, happiness, and confidence of a con- 
tented and grateful people.* 

These were the original purposes of this foundation, which 
was destined to aid and animate the efforts of diligence and 
natural genius, contending with the defects of existing esta- 

* The truth of this prediction has been signally manifested by the emi- 
nent services and brilliant career of many of those gentlemen who enjo>ed 
the advantages and deinedthe full benefit of this admirable Institution — 
[Ei,] 
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blishments ; to remove every obstacle to the progress of the 
public servants in attaining the qualifications requisite for 
their respective stations; to enlarge and to facilitate the 
means of acquiring useful knowledge; and to secure by syste- 
matic education, fixed regulation, and efficient discipline, that 
attention to a due course of study, which had hitherto de- 
pended on individual disposition, or accidental advantage. 

The necessity of providing such a system of education was 
not diminished by the numerous instances existing in the Com- 
pany’s service of eminent oriental learning, and of high quali- 
fication for public duty. A wise and provident government 
will not rest the public security for the due administration of 
affairs, on the merits of any number or description of its pub- 
lic officers at any period of time. It is the duty of Govern- 
ment to endeavour to perpetuate the prosperity of the state 
by an uniform system of public institution ; and by permanent 
and established law to transmit to future times whatever bene-t 
fits can be derived from present examples of wisdom, virtue, 
and learning. The supposition of an universal deficiency in 
that knowledge which this college is calculated to extend, has 
never constituted a fundamental principle of the institution. 
Far from resting on such foundations, this institution could 
not have endured for an hour ; it could not have commenced ; 
without the active aid of learning, talents, and virtues, fur- 
nished from the bosom of this service. 

The origin of* this college, its present prosperity, and its 
beneficial effects, are to be ascribed in a great degree to the 
assistance which I have derived from those respectable charac- 
ters in the higher branches, and in various departments of the 
service, ’who, by contributing their zealous exertions to pro- 
mote the success of the institution, have endeavoured to ex- 
tend the benefit of their useful acquisitions and of their salu- 
tary example, and to continue in the public service a succes- 
sion of merit similar to that which has distinguished their 
conduct in their respective stations. 

With these sentiments, during my absence from the presi- 
dency, it was highly satisfactory to me that my authority in 
this college should have been represented by a gentleman 
who is peculiarly qualified to appreciate the advantages of the 
institution, and to accelerate its success ; and whose eminent 
character, and honourable progress in the service, furnish at 
once the most perfect example which can be proposed for 
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your imitation^ and the most powerful incitement which can 
be offered to your ambition. 

The report which I received from Mr. Barlow,* of the pro- 
gress of the institution during the first year of its operation, 
satisfied me that many of the students had been considerably 
distinguished, not only by proficiency in the oriental languages 
and literature, but by a laudable observance of the statutes 
and rules of the college; that the officers, professors, and 
teachers, had manifested an uniform zeal and attention in the 
discharge of their respective duties ; that the public exami- 
nations had been conducted with great knowledge and ability, 
and had proved highly creditable to the general character of 
the students ; while the disputations in the Persian, Benga- 
lee, and Hindoostanee languages, had afforded an extraordi- 
nary example of the progress of the students, who had main- 
tained public arguments in those languages on the 6th of Feb. 
180 ^. 

The result of the examination holden in January last, at 
the conclusion of the fourth term of the year 1802, and the 
public disputations which have been maintained in my pre- 
sence, have afforded me the cordial satisfaction of witnessing 
the progressive improvement of the students in every branch 
of oriental language and literature in which lectures have been 
opened. I am happy to observe, that in the Persian, Hin- 
doostanee, and Arabic classes, the comparative proficiency at 
the last examination exceeds that which appeared on the 6th 
of February, 1802. In the Bengalee language a considerable 
proficiency has been manifested. In the course of the last 
year a commencement has been made in the study of the 
Tamul and Shanscrit languages, and the great improvement 
of the students in the Arabic language, has been rendered 
particularly conspicuous by the declamations in that language 
holden for the first time on this occasion. 

The degrees of honor which I have conferred this day on 
Messrs. William Butterworth Bayley, Richard Jenkins, Wil- 
liam Byam Martin, Terrick Hamilton, William Chaplin, Ed- 
ward Wood, Richard Thomas Goodwin, Jonathan Henry 
Lovett, and Charles Lloyd, sufficiently indicate that the pro- 
ficiency which has been made in oriental literature, has been 
intimately connected with other liberal attainments, and has 

* Now Sir George Hilaro Barlow, Bart, G.C.B., having been Go- 
vernor-General, and also Governor of Madras 
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been united to a correct observance of the statutes and rules 
of the college. 

Considerable force and animation have been derived to the 
principles of the institution, firom the honourable emulation 
which has existed between the students of the different esta- 
blishments assembled at Fort William. 

I have experienced sincere pleasure in witnessing the ex- 
amples of merit which have appeared among the students 
from Fort St. George and Bombay, as well as among those of 
this establishment. Not only the students of this establish- 
ment, but those of Fort St* George and Bombay, have fur- 
nished numerous instances of extensive knowledge and useful 
talents, of the most laudable industry, and of the purest prin- 
ciples of integrity and honour, acquired, formed, or confirmed 
under this institution. I entertain a confident hope, that their 
future course in the public service will justify my present 
approbation, and will confirm the happy promises of their 
education. The conduct of the gentlemen now departing for 
Fort St. George and Bombay merits my most cordial com- 
mendation. They will communicate to their respective presi- 
dencies the full benefit of those useful and honourable quali- 
fications which must for ever render their names respectable 
in this settlement, and must inspire this service with a peculiar 
interest in their future pi’ogress and success. 

It has been a principal object of my attention to consolidate 
the interests and resources of the three presidencies ; to pro- 
mote in each of them a common spirit of attachment to their 
mutual prosperity and honour ; to assimilate their principles, 
views, and systems of government ; and to unite the co-ope- 
ration of their respective powers in the common cause, by 
such means as might facilitate the administration of this ex- 
tensive empire in the hands of the Supreme Government. 
May those gentlemen now departing for the subordinate pre- 
sidencies, accompanied by the applause and affections of this 
society, remember with reverence and attachment the source 
whence they have derived the first principles of instruction in 
the duties of that service, which they are qualified to adorn ! 

My most sincere acknowledgments are offered to the learned 
gentlemen, who have assisted at the examinations, and who 
have discharged the duty of professors and teachers in the 
several departments. 

Their knowledge, talents, and skill, can be equalled only by 
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the indefatigable zeal, industry, and happy success with which 
they have promoted the objects of this institution. The 
assiduity and learning of these gentlemen have produced 
many able and useful works in oriental languages and litera- 
ture which have been published since the commencement of 
the institution, and which have accelerated its beneficial 
effects. Continuations of these works are now in a state of 
considerable progress ; and many additional works of a similar 
. description are actually prepared for publication. The pro- 
fessors and teachers of the Persian, Arabic, Hindostanee, 
Bengalee, Shanscrit, and Tamul languages, are now diligently 
employed in composing grammars and dictionaries, and in 
preparing translations and compilations for the use of the 
students in their respective departments. The operation of 
these useful labours, will not be confined to the limits of this 
Institution, or of this empire. Such works tend to promote 
the general diffusion of oriental literature and knowledge in 
every quarter of the globe, by facilitating the means of access" 
to the elementary study of the principle languages of the East. 
The exertions of the professors have received considerable 
aid from the numerous body of learned natives attached to 
the Institution ; and the labours of those learned persons have 
also contributed to encrease the general stock of oriental 
knowledge. 

Reviewing all these circumstances, and considering the in- 
dustry and ability manifested by the professors and teachers; 
the successful advancement which has already been effected 
in the general extension of the most useful practical and 
necessary branches of oriental learning ; the progressive 
improvement manifested by the students in every class of their 
prescribed studies; the frequent instances attested by the 
public certificates, of laudable and exemplary attention to the 
discipline, statutes, and rules of the College; and the supply 
of highly qualified public officers, which the service has ac- 
tually received from this Institution, added to the number of 
those, who proceed on this day to apply the attainments 
acquired in this College to the benefit of the Company and 
of the nation ; it is my duty to declare in the most public and 
solemn manner, that this Institution has answered my most 
sanguine hopes and expectations ; that its beneficial operation 
has justified the principles of its original foundation; and that 
the administration and discipline of the College have been 
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conducted with honour and credit to the character and spirit 
of the Institution, and with great advantage to the public 
service.^ 


No. XIX. 

The Right Hon. Lord Hobart to Marquem Welleoley, 

(Most Secret.) 

Downing Street, Oct. 17> 1802. 

My Lord, [Received March 30, 1803.] 

Circumstances having occurred which render it advisable 
to delay the restitution of the several possessions in the East 
Indies, which in conformity to the provisions of the treaty of 
Amiens were to be restored to the Government of France, 
and Holland, I am to signify to your Lordship, his Majesty’s 
commands, that such of them as may be occupied by his 
forces at the time of your receiving this letter, should not be 
evacuated until further orders ; and that you do assign such 
reasons for the delay as may be least calculated to excite jea- 
lousy, or to create an apprehension of its arising from an 
hostile motive. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, 
and humble Servant, 

Hobart. 


No. XX. 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Secret Committee of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, April 19, 1803. 

On the 10th of February, 1803,f I had the honour to 
submit to your honourable Committee, my sentiments res- 
pecting the situation of affairs in the Mahratta empire, and 
the course of policy by which I expected to accomplish the 
objects of the treaty lately concluded with his Highness the 
Peishwa, without the hazard of involving the British Govern- 
ment in a war with the Mahratta power; and your honourable 


♦ See Appendix for list of students, prizes, &c. 


t See p. 49. 
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Committee has been apprized by a despatch from the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, transmitted in conformity to my directions, 
of the occurrences in the Mahratta state to the 19th of 
January last. 

Colonel Close will receive my directions to transmit to 
your honourable Committee, a narrative of the events which 
have occurred since the date of my last advices from the 
Peninsula, and he will relate to you the actual state of aflFairs 
at the time when this despatch shall reach Poonah and 
Bombay. 

No event of importance has occurred at Bassein since 
the date of the latest communications to your honourable 
Committee from that quarter. The Peishwa has uniformly 
continued to manifest unequivocal proofs of his disposition to 
adhere to the faith of the engagements which he has con- 
tracted with the British Government. His Highness has 
demonstrated the most implicit confidence in the protection 
of the British power, and has not appeared to entertain any' 
disposition to accept the invitation of Scindiah to proceed to 
that chieftain’s camp. On the 18th of March, his Highness 
received the treaty of Bassein, ratified by the Governor- 
General in council, with demonstrations of the highest satis- 
faction. 

Your honourable Committee has been informed, thatDow- 
lut Rao Scindiah had arrived at Indore with a considerable 
body of his forces ; having prosecuted his march from that 
station, Dowlut Rao Scindiah crossed the Nerbuddah, on the 
4th of February, and arrived in the vicinity of Burhaunpoor, 
on the ^3d of that month. 

Colonel Collins arrived at the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, on the 27th of February. The advices which I 
received from that officer, and from other quarters, induced 
me to entertain suspicions, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah (not- 
withstanding his original application for the aid of the British 
Government in restoring order to the Mahratta empire) 
meditated an accommodation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
a confederacy with that Chieftain, and with the Rajah of 
Berar, for the purpose of frustrating the success of the ar- 
rangements concluded between the British Government, and 
the Peishwa, without however intending to proceed to the 
desperate extremity of provoking a contest with the British 
arms. This suspicion was corroborated by the artifices prac- 
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tised at the camp of Scindiah upon the arrival of Colonel 
Collins, with a view of eluding the communication of the pro- 
positions, with which Colonel Collins was charged under my 
authority, and the appearance of Scindiah^s intentions became 
still more unsatisfactory from the evasive and indirect, or 
vexatious replies which Colonel Collins received to my pro- 
positions, after he had at length obtained access to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

Your honourable Committee will not fail to contrast these 
systematic delays and evasions, with the solicitude previously 
expressed by Scindiah for the early, arrival of Colonel Collins, 
and for a full communication of my views and intentions in 
the present crisis. This perverse course of policy, habitual 
to all the states of India is the favourite practice of the Mah- 
ratta powers. The most effectual mode of frustrating the 
objects of such a system of artifice and deceit, is to pursue a 
direct and steady course with firmness and temper, avoiding 
every deviation which can tend to divert the counsels or arms 
of the British Government, from their destined purposes 
either of peace or war. This principle constitutes the spirit 
and tenor of all my instructions to the British Residents at 
the courts of the several native powers; experience has proved 
that a direct and steady course of policy is not less advanta- 
geous to our interests, than it is manifestly consistent with 
our dignity and honour. With the greatest satisfaction, I 
request the attention of your honourable Committee to a 
recent instance of the distinguished success of this system of 
proceeding at the Court of Scindiah. 

Colonel Collins having endeavoured, without success, to 
obtain from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ministers explicit replies 
to the propositions which he had offered to that Chieftain’s 
acceptance in my name, at length demanded a private au- 
dience of Scindiah. 

By the judgment, firmness, and ability, which Colonel 
Collins exerted on that occasion, an explicit declaration was 
obtained from Scindiah himself, disclosing in the most distinct 
and direct terms the views of that Chieftain. 

Scindiah plainly declared to Colonel Collins, that, until the 
communications of the agent despatched to his Court, by his 
Highness the Peishwa, (for the purpose of explaining the 
nature and extent of the engagements concluded between his 
Highness, and the British Government) should be received, 
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Scindiah could not return a decided answer to the proposi- 
tions which had been stated to him on the part of the British 
Government, with regard to his accession to the treaty of 
Bassein as a contracting party. Scindiah accompanied this 
declaration with a positive assurance, that he had no intention 
whatever to obstruct the completion of the arrangements 
concluded between the Peishwa and the British Government, 
and that it was his wish to improve the friendship at present 
subsisting between the Peishwa, the British Government, and 
his own State. 

Of the sincerity of Scindiah’s declaration, I entertain no 
doubt, because the course of policy which he has signified 
his intention of pursuing is manifestly the most consistent 
with his interests. 

The security of Scindiah’s dominions, and of his state 
among the powers of India, cannot be placed on a permanent 
basis, unless it shall be connected with the restoration ot 
order in the Mahratta empire, under the sanction and defence 
of the British Government. The interposition of our influ- 
ence and protection has already rescued Scindiah from des- 
truction, has prevented the accumulation of the whole force 
of the Mahratta empire in the hands of a desperate and needy 
adventurer, and has preserved the balance of power between 
the respective feudal States, by maintaining the paramount 
authority of the Peishwa. The extreme hazard to which 
Scindiah’s power has been recently exposed by the success 
of the insurgents at Poonah, may have opened a more dis- 
tinct view of his real interests, which are entirely consistent 
with those of the British Government in the present crisis, 
Scindiah however, may have been desirous of recovering the 
exorbitant ascendancy which he had acquired at Poonah, and 
may apprehend a permanent diminution of his influence in 
the Peishwa’s counsels, under the operation of the treaty of 
Bassein. But the influence of Scindiah at Poonah had actu- 
ally been subverted, by the success of the insurgents pre- 
\iously to the interposition of the British mediation, and the 
existence of Scindiah’s Government had been greatly endan- 
gered by the same event. In this situation therefore, the 
regret with which he may view the probable diminution of his 
influence at Poonah, may be sufficiently counterbalanced by 
his confidence in the security of his dominions, under the 
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protection of the British Government. On the other hand, 
from the moment that the intentions of the British Govern- 
ment had been avowed, it became the interest of Scindiah to 
avoid every measure tending to expose him to the jealousy of 
a power, which commands the frontier of the most valuable 
portion of his dominions. 

The sincerity of Scindiah’s declaration is further confirmed 
by his continuance at Burhaunpoor, in a state of inaction 
until the season, together with the progress of our forces had 
advanced so far, that no exertion on his part could have ena- 
bled him to occupy Poonah, previously to the arrival of the 
British troops at that capital. 

This view of the subject is not inconsistent with Scindiah’s 
desire to delay his accession to the treaty of Bassein, and to 
the propositions immediately affecting his separate interests, 
until he shall have received a direct communication from 
the Peishwa. Scindiah may wisely and justly withhold his 
assent to any new system of engagement, until he shall have 
ascertained the real sentiments of the Peishwa on the subject 
of the late treaty, together with the precise extent of the 
stipulations which that instrument contains. 

Nor is the sincerity of Scindiah’s declaration incompatible 
with the project of a confederacy between Scindiah, Holkar, 
and the Rajah of Berar for purposes of a defensive nature, 
which I consider to be the extreme object of Scindiah, in 
negotiating such a confederacy,, without any views whatever 
of hostility towards the British power. 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar has continued to manifest an anxious 
desire for the accommodation of his differences with the 
Peishwa and with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by repeated appli- 
cations to Lieut.-Colonel Close for the arbitration of the Bri- 
tish Government, and by the despatch of an agent of rank 
to Hyderabad, charged with a statement of the demands of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar and of Amrut Rao, and vested with 
authority to negotiate, through the combined mediation of 
his Highness the Nizam and of the British Government, the 
adjustment of his demands on the Peishwa and on Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. The demands of Holkar, however, have not 
been materially abated. 

Colonel Close has endeavoured to persuade his Highness 
the Peishwa to ofter to Holkar such concessions as might 
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induce Holkar to compromise the subsisting differences, and 
to admit his Highness’s peaceable return to his capital. His 
Highness, however, manifested an insuperable aversion to 
offer any concessions to Holkar, whom he considered to be a 
rebel against the legitimate authority of the sovereign power 
of the Mahratta empire. 

Colonel Close, therefore, deemed it advisable to address a 
letter to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, communicating to that chief- 
tain my sentiments on the subject of his demands, assuring 
him that the influence of the British Government would be 
exerted for the satisfactory adjustment of his claims on Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah, and that the British Government would 
guarantee any adjustment which Holkar might be able to 
':ffect of his demands on the Peishwa, and expressing an 
expectation that Holkar would refrain from any opposition 
to the establishment of a British force within the Peishwa’s 
dominions. 

A negotiation appears to have been opened directly be- 
tween Holkar and Scindiah for the accommodation of their 
differences, but no certain accounts have hitherto been re- 
ceived of its conclusion or progress, 

Holkar has continued to exercise the utmost degree of 
violence and oijtrage upon the inhabitants of Poonah, for the 
purpose of extorting money for the relief of his exigencies. 
This proceeding appears to have excited universal disgust, 
and to have confirmed the resolution of the majority of the 
Jageerdars and inhabitants of the Peishwa’s dominions to 
support his Highness’s cause. 

Considerable bodies of Holkar’s army have moved in dif- 
ferent directions without any other apparent objects than 
those of obser\irg the movement of the troops assembled on 
the several frontiers of the Peishwa’s dominions, and of faci- 
litating the subsistence of the soldiers and followers of Hol- 
kar’s camps. 

By the latest advices it appears that Holkar has actually 
evacuated Poonah, and has marched with the main body of 
his army in a northerly direction towards Burhaunpoor. The 
probable object of that movement is, either to accelerate the 
issue of his negotiations with Scindiah, or to facilitate the 
means of acting offensively against Scindiah, and at the same 
time to avoid the hazard of hostilities with the united arms 
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of the British Government, the Nizam, and the Peishwa, and 
to maintain a position favourable to an amicable negotiation 
with the allied powers. 

This movement admits the uninterrupted march of the 
combined forces of the allies to Poonah. Holkar must, 
therefore, have abandoned his hopes of effecting a revolution 
in the government of Poonah, and of seizing a share in the 
administration. The force of Holkar is stated to amount to 
40,000 cavalry and 30,000 infantry, with 180 guns. 

The intelligence which I have received from the Court of 
the Rajah of Berar, indicates that chieftain’s dissatisfaction 
at the conclusion of defensive engagements between the Bri- 
tish Government and his Highness the Peishwa. 

Whatever may be the aversion of the Rajah of Berar to 
the interposition of the British Government in the aflfahr® of 
the Mahratta empire, any attempt on the part of that chief- 
tain to obstruct the execution of the treaty of Bassein, would 
be inconsistent with the systematic caution of his character 
and imprudent in the actual state of his military power, and 
in the exposed situation of his territories. His just rights 
cannot be endangered, and may receive additional security 
by the restoration of a regular authority at Poonah, under 
the protection of the Company. 

In conformity to the plan of operations which I determined 
to adopt for the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to 
the musnud of Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force 
stationed with his Highness the Nizam marched from Hyder- 
abad towards the westeim frontier of his Highness’s domi- 
nions at the close of the month of Febimary, The troops of 
his Highness assembled for the purpose of co-operating with 
the subsidiary force, consist of nearly 6,000 infantry and 9,000 
cavalry. The subsidiary force under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel Stevenson consists of six battalions of native infantry 
or 6,000 men, two regiments of native cavalry, and sixteen 
field pieces. 

These combined forces reached Paraindah, a station on 
the western frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, situated at the 
distance of 116 miles from Poonah, on the 25th of March. 

I have great satisfaction in stating to your honourable 
Committee that the conduct of his Highness the Nizam, 
during the whole course of the late transactions in the Mah- 
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ratta state, has been uniformly consistent with the obligations 
of his alliance with the British Government, and that his 
Highness has manifested a sincere desire to co-operate with 
the British Government in the measures adopted for the re- 
storation of order in the Mahratta state. His Highness has 
rejected every overture of the ruling authority at Poonah, 
and of the Rajah of Berar, for the adjustment of the affairs 
of the Mahratta empire through any other channel than that 
of the British Government. 

By my instructions of the ^nd of February, ♦ Lord Clive 
(aided by the judgment of Lieut.-General Stuart, and regu- 
lated by contingent events) was empowered to determine the 
actual period of time at which it might be proper for the 
British troops to advance into the Mahratta territor)", and 
the amount of the force to be detached from the main body 
of the army for that purpose. 

Adverting to the expediency of securing the early arrival 
of the British troops at Poonah, and of confirming the fa- 
vourable disposition which had been manifested by the 
Jageerdars in the southern territories of his Highness the 
Peishwa, as well as to the actual march of the subsidiary 
force towai’ds the Nizam’s western frontier, and to the neces- 
sity of terminating the depending negotiations at the earliest 
practicable period of time, Lord Clive was of opinion that 
the time was actually arrived at which it was necessary for 
the British troops to enter the Mahratta territory, and his 
Lordship accordingly, on the £7th February, instructed his 
Excellency Lieut.-General S:.uart (then present with the 
army on the frontier of Mysore) to adopt the necessary mea- 
sures for that purpose. 

In consequence of the absence of Lieut.-General Stuart 
from the presidency of Fort St, George, Lord Clive deemed 
it to be necessary that the extent of the force to be detached 
from the main body of the army should be determined ex- 
clusively by the judgment of Lieut-General Stuart, and his 
Lordship accordingly referred that point to Lieut-General 
Stuart’s discretion, under an additional reference to the ge- 
neral spirit of my instructions of the 2nd of February. 

The extensive local knowledge and influence possessed by 


* See p, 41 
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the honourable Major-General Wellesley, the personal inter- 
course established between Major-General Wellesley and the 
Mahratta chieftains on the frontier of Mysore, and the con- 
fidence reposed by those chieftains in the approved talents, 
firmness, temper, and integrity of that officer, rendered him 
peculiarly qualified to discharge the complicated duties of 
the command of the detachment destined to proceed to 
Pooiiah. That important command required the united exer- 
tion of considerable military skill, and of great political ex- 
perience and discretion. Lord Clive accordingly desired that 
Major-General Wellesley might be appointed to the com- 
mand of the advancing detachment, and requested his Ex- 
cellency the Commander-in-Chief to furnish Major-General 
Wellesley with instructions for the regulation of his conduct 
according to the spirit of my instructions to his Lordship of 
the 2nd of February. 

In conformity to the foregoing directions, the Commauder- 
in-Chief appointed a detachment from the maiji body of the 
army assembled at Hurrylmr for the purpohe of advancing 
into the Mahratta territory. The detachment con^iists of one 
regiment of European and three regiments of n.ituc cavalry, 
two regiments of European and six battalion* of nati\ v infan- 
try, with a due propoi'tion of artillery, amounting altogether 
to 1500 cavalry and (>,800 infantry, and to that force was 
added 2,500 of his Highness the Rajah of Ah sore's horse. 
Lieiit.-General Stuart appointed the lionour<ible Alajor- 
General Wellesley to the commaxul of that dotachment, in 
conformity to Lord Clive’s suggestion. 

Lieut.-General Stuart directed th<‘ Honourable Alajor- 
General Wellesley — 

1st. To encourage the southern Jageerdars to declare in 
favor of the Peishwa’s cause ; to employ e\erj means to recon- 
cile their mutual animosities, and to induce them to unite 
their forces with the advancing detachment for the purpose 
of re-establishing his Highness’s government. 

2clly. To proceed to Meritch and form a junction v^ith the 
Peishwa, or if the Peishwa’s march to that station should he 
deemed unadvisable or impracticable, to unite with such of 
his Highness's chieftains and troops as might be there 
assembled. 

3dly. To open a communication and to form a junction 
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with the subsidiary force advancing from Hyderabad, and 
with the contingent of his Highness the Nizam. 

4thly. To proceed eventually to Poonah, and to establish 
an order of things in that capital favourable to the return of 
the Peishwa, and to the accomplishment of the objects of 
the treaty lately concluded between his Highness and the 
British Government. 

It is a most grateful part of my duty to express to }oar 
Honourable Committee in the strongest terms, my entire 
approbation of the zeal, alacrity, and ability, with which the 
right Honourable Lord Clive and Lieut.-General Stuart have 
commenced the execution of my orders. I entertain the 
higlicst estimation of the judgment, skill, and promptitude 
manifested by liis Lordship and by Lieut.-General Stuart, m 
regulating the details of the arrangementb for the successful 
accomplishment of the objects to which my instructin'^ were 
directed. 

The conduct of Lord Clive on this occasion, corresponds 
with the uniform tenor of that exemplary spirit, pubhc zeal, 
and honourable co-operation with the supreme authority in 
India, which have animated every act of his Lordship’s admi- 
nistration. Repeated experience has inspired me with a 
deliberate confidence in the prosperous issue of every import- 
ant measure entrusted to his Lordship’s immediate execu- 
tion. In the exigency of every public crisis, and ii: various 
and extraordinary difficulties and dangers, the exertions of 
Loi’d Clive in the service of the Company, under my orders, 
have been employed with hereditary energy and success. 
My gratitude, respect, and affection, must ever attend his 
character and fame ; and it would be a desertion of the most 
sacred duty of my station to omit any opportunity of recom- 
mending Lord Clive’s eminent public seiwicesto the deserved 
gratitude of the East India Company, and to the justice and 
favor of his Sovereign and of his country. 

A long course of useful and honourable services has 
repeatedly obtained my public testimony to the distinguished 
merits of Lieut.-General Stuart, and has established the 
reputation of that revered and respectable officer vvith great 
lustre m the high esteem of the Company and of the nation. 
On all occasions of service, I have derived the utmost possi- 
ble advantage from the zealous application of the numerous 

vox. HI. G 
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qualifications which Lieut.-General Stuart possesses* In the 
present instance, his extraordinary solicitude to execute my 
orders according to their true spirit, the judgment, skill, and 
temper which have marked all his proceedings and operations, 
and the ardent zeal which he has displayed for the success 
of the service entrusted to his discretion, demand my most 
cordial approbation. 

If the important arrangements now in progress should ter- 
minate with success, you will be indebted in a great degree 
to Lieut.-General Stuart for the happy accomplishment of a 
plan, which promises a most powerful augmentation to the 
security of the British possessions in India, nor can I con- 
ceive a more glorious termination of a long and illustrious 
career of public service. 

The detachment under the command of Major-General 
Wellesley commenced its march from Hurryhur on the 9th 
ultimo. By the latest accounts it appears that the detach- 
ment had advanced to a station near Meritch, with the cor- 
dial support and co-operation of the majority of the southern 
Jageerdars, and with every appearance of general satisfaction 
among the inhabitants of the Mahratta territory. It was ex- 
pected that the detachment would arrive at Mentch on the 
3rd of April 

The Honourable the Governor of Bombay will communi- 
cate to your honourable committee the progress of events in 
the province of Guzzerat to the period of time when this des- 
patch shall reach Bombay. 

By the latest accounts from that quarter it appears that the 
rebels, after having sustained several defeats hy the combined 
army of the British Government and the Guicowar, had 
evacu-ated Guzzerat under circumstances which justify a con- 
fident expectation of future permanent tranquillity in that 
province. 

This situation of afiairs in Guzzerat is highly favourable to 
the successful issue of the measures now in a course of ope- 
ration for the restoration of the Peishwa to the musnud of 
Poonah. The arrival, at Bombay, of his Majesty’s 78th regi- 
ment, which embarked from Fort William for that presidency, 
on the 10th of February, has probably coincided with th«' 
period of tune when it might be expedient that his Hi<jhuess 
the Peishva should commence his march towards Poonah. 
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Reviewing all the circumstances connected with the state 
of the Mahratta empire, I trust that your honourable com- 
mittee will receive by this despatch intelligence from Poonah 
and Bombay, of the pacific settlement of affairs in the state of 
Poonah, and of the establishment of a British subsidiary 
force in the service of the Peishwa. 

Your honourable committee will appreciate the importance 
of the successful accomplishment of the proposed arrange- 
ments at Poonah in its relation to the maintenance of peace, 
and to the general security of our interests in India, and in 
its particular reference to the exclusion of the interests and 
influence of France from the Mahratta empire. 

The importance of this object is considerable, with a view 
to the contingency either of peace or war between Great 
Britain and France, in India. In order to improve our rela- 
tions with the Peishwa, and to oppose in the present crisis 
every attainable barrier to the progress of France in India, I 
deemed it necessary to issue instructions to Lieut.-Colonel 
Close, directing his attention to the improvement of that 
article of the late treaty * with the Peishwa, which provides 
for the eventual exclusion of Europeans, subjects of any state 
which may be at war with Great Britain, from the territories 
of the Peishwa. 

I have the honour to be, 
with respect. 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


* See treaty in Appendix, 11th article, which the Governor-General 
was desirous of being altered to terms similar to those expressed in the 
6th article of the Hyderabad treaty, of the 1st of September, 1798, 
[vol i.] namely, providing for the exclusion of Frenchmen from the Peish- 
wa’s dominions, or of any Europeans in the sendee of France.*— ] 
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No. XXL 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, 

(Most Secret ) 

My Lord, Port William, April 20th, 1803. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Ma- 
jesty’s commands signified to me in your Lordship’s Most 
Secret” letter of the 17th of October, 1802,* directing, that 
such of the possessions of the Governments of France and 
Holland in India as might be occupied by his Majesty’s forces 
at the time of the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, should 
not be evacuated until further orders, and that I should as- 
sign such reasons for the delay as might be the least calcu- 
lated to excite jealousy, or to create an apprehension of its 
arising from an hostile nature. 

It will be satisfactory to your Lordship to be informed 
that previously to the time of receiving your lordship’s letter, 
no possession of the Governments of France or of Holland in 
India had been evacuated by the British troops ; that all the 
possessions in India conquered from those powers respectively 
still remain in the occupation of his Majesty’s, or of the 
honourable Company’s forces; and that no person has yet 
arrived in India Math authority to receive any of the restitu- 
tions stipulated by the treaty of Amiens. 

Under these circumstances, I trust that I shall be enabled 
to execute, without difficulty, his Majesty’s commands signi- 
fied in your Lordship’s letter of the 17th of October, unless 
any regular demand for the restitution of any of the posses- 
sions in question should be supported by the presence of 
ships of M’ar or troops. Your Lordship’s orders have not 
specified the precise rule by which you would require my 
conduct to be governed in such a case ; but adverting to the 
general spirit of your Lordship’s despatch, it is my intention, 
in the event of the arrival of any armed force in India, under 
the circumstances supposed, to endeavour to avoid hostilities 


* Page 72 The original reached Calcutta on the 30th of April ,* the 
despatch overland, which brought the duplicate, left England on the 
1 9th of October, and reached Calcutta 30th March, 1803 




1803, 


LORD HOBART, 


85 


by every conciliatory measure, until I shall be honoured with 
your Lordship’s further orders; but to resist by force, if 
that extremity should become necessary, previously to the 
receipt of further orders from your Lordship, any attempt of 
the troops or ships, either of the French or Batavian repub- 
lics, to seize any post now occupied by his Majesty’s or by 
the honourable Company’s troops. I trust, however, that the 
necessity of resorting to such an extremity may be precluded 
by the early arrival of further commands from his Majesty. 

In conformity to the tenor of the last paragraph of your 
Lordship’s letter, I deemed it advisable to proceed to nomi- 
nate the British Commissioners for the purpose of conducting 
the several restitutions ; and my general conduct has been 
directed to prevent any disclosure of the precise nature and 
extent of your Lordship’s orders of the 17th of October, 
180^. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley, 


No. XXIL 

The Right Honourable Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess Wellesley 
(Most Secret.) 

East Sheen, Oct 16th, 1802 
My dear Lord, [Received April 30th, 1803 ] 

You will receive by the SU Fiorenzo a despatch from Lord 
Hobart, containing instructions with reference to the present 
state of affairs in Europe. His Lordship being much engaged 
in forwarding the necessary orders to other quarters, relies 
upon me for apprizing your Lordship in more detail of the 
circumstances under which these directions are given, which 
it is necessary your Lordship should be fully acquainted with, 
in order that you may clearly perceive the tone and spirit in 
which his Lordship’s instructions can best be executed, for 
the retention of such of the French and Dutch possessions in 
the East Indies as have not yet been delivered up. 

The several circumstances which have occurred subsequent 
to the signature of the preliminary articles of peace, denoting 
a systematic spirit of aggrandizement on the part of France, 



8G LORD CASTLEREAGII TO April, 

l)ut more particularly the recent proclamation of the First 
Consul to the Swiss people, have rendered it indispensable in 
the judgment of his Majesty’s ministers for this country to 
interpose, as effectually as circumstances will permit, to check 
the ambitious projects of France, and if possible, to save 
this brave and interesting nation, struggling for their inde- 
pendence. 

A remonstrance has accordingly been transmitted to the 
French Government, through M. Otto, a copy of which I have 
the honour to enclose,^ and a confidential person has been 


* The following is a copy of Lord Hawkesbury’s Memorial ; it is here 
inserted, as it influenced, to a certain extent. Lord Wellesley’s views with 
respect to the continuance of peace between England and France. 

Lord Hawheshurif to M Otto, 

Downing-street, Oct. 10, 1802. 

Lord Hawkesbury has leceived his Majesty’s commands to communi- 
cate through M. Otto, to the French Government, the sentiments of deep 
regret which have been excited in his Majesty’s mind, by the addicss of 
the First Consul to the Helvetic people, which was published by authority 
in the Momteur of the 1st instant, and by the representations which have 
been made to his Majesty on this subject, on behalf of the nation whose 
interests are so immediately affected by it His Majesty most sinceiely 
laments the convulsions to which the Swiss Cantons have foi some time 
past been exposed j but he can consider their late exertions in no other 
light than as the lawful efforts of a brave and generous people to recover 
their ancient laws and government, and to procure the le-establishraentof 
a system which experience has demonstrated, not only to be tavoiuable to 
the maintenance of their domestic happiness, but to be perfectly consist- 
ent with the traiKiuillity and security of other poweis 

The Cantons of Switzerland unquestionably possess, in the same de- 
gree as every other independent state, the light of regulating their onvu 
internal concerns, and this right has, moreover, in the piesent instance, 
been formally and explicitly guaranteed to the Swiss nation by theFiench 
Government, in the treaty of Luneville, conjointly with the other powers 
who were parties to that en^ igement. 

His Maj*esty has no other desire than that the people of Switzerland, 
who now appear to be so generally united, should be left at liberty to 
settle their own internal government without the in tei position of any 
foreign powers ; and with whatever i egret his Majesty may have perused 
the late proclamation of the French Government, he is yet imwilling to 
believe that they will fdith^i attempt to controul that independent nation 
ill the exercise of theii undoubted rights. His Majesty thinks himself 
called upon by his rcguid foi the general interests of Eiuopo, and by his 
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despatched to Switzerland, with full authority to advance pe- 
cuniary succours to the Swiss, if upon his arrival he should 
find, regard being had to their strength and disposition to 
resist, that an aid of this description is likely to contribute 
materially to their means of self defence against this most 
unjust attempt upon the part of France to impose upon them 
a government equally repugnant to their feelings and habits. 

The accounts hitherto received describe those who wish to 
restore the ancient form of government, as in possession of 
nearly the whole country, and to have assembled in the neigh- 
bourhood of Berne a force of above 30,000 men, which they 
expected to increase, but that their army was ill provided 
with arras and money. 

The troops of the late Government had fled, in inconsider- 
able force, to Lausanne, where they waited for support from 
France. An aid-de-camp, charged with the proclamation of 
the First Consul, it appears from this day’s mail, had reached 
Berne, and this haughty summons had been referred to the 
Diet assembled at Schwietz. The result is yet uncertain, but 
it is impossible to feel confident in the means of the Swiss 
singly to resist the military power of France, unless Austria 
should find herself enabled to interpose in their support. 

Under the uncertainty to what extremity these circum- 
stances may lead, it has been thought advisable to direct such 
of our conquests as have not yet passed from our hands, to 
be retained till further orders, and I am happy to acquaint 
you, (exclusive of some of the Dutch settlements on the coast 
of South America,) that Malta and the Cape are yet within 
our reach. We have every reason to fear that Martinique, 
St. Lucie, and Tobago, will have been restored, before in- 
structions can reach our officers on that station. 

Although there is but too much reason to apprehend that 
the temper and system of the First Consul may again involve 
us in war, yet your Lordship will feel the importance in act- 
ing upon orders sent from hence, under the present circum- 
stances, to guard as much as possible, in suspending the res- 


peculiar solicitude for the happiness and welfare of the Swiss nation, to 
express these his sentiments with a frankness and sincerity which he feels 
to be due to lus chaiacter, and to the good understanding which he is de- 
sirous of preserving with the Goveji ament of France 
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titutions, till you hear farther from Europe, against any thing 
in the mode of doing it, which might constitute a separate and 
additional awkwardness between France and this country 
hereafter, should the present discussions terminate otherwise 
than hostilely. 

Should the present discussions terminate in war, I shall 
have the honour of communicating with your Lordship, in 
detail, with reference to the financial as well as the military 
arrangements with which we should be prepared in India to 
encounter this new struggle. 

I have the honour to remain, 
with great truth and regard. 

My dear Lord, 
your most faithful, 
humble servant, 

Castlereagih 


No. XXIII. 


Tfit‘ Miirqvm Welkdey to the Right Hon Lord Cosilereagh , 
(Private and most Secret.) 

My dear Lord, Bairackpore, 20tli April, 18 03. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- 
ship’s letter dated 16th of October, 1802. The St.Fiorenzo has 
not reached India. I return your Lordship many thanks for 
the full and able view, with which you have been pleased to fui*- 
msh me, of the circumstances under which Lord Hobart’s in- 
structions of the 17th of October were issued, and I trust that 
my despatch to Lord Hobart of this date will satisfy your 
Lordship that I have employed every endeavour to execute 
those instructions according to their true tenor and spirit. 

Having received no official or authentic advices from Eng- 
land of a later date than your Lordship’s postscript (Oct. 19, 
1802,) you will conceive with what anxiety I have observed 
(in the French papers, which have reached me,) tlic unfavour- 


*■ Soo p HL 
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able issue of affairs in Switzerland, and the extravagant spirit 
of ambition and arrogance which marks the language of the 
gazettes of the Government of France in discussing the repre- 
sentations contained in the memorial from Lord Hawkesbury, 
of which you transmitted me a copy. 

From the intelligence contained in the French papers, I 
should be inclined to apprehend the renewal of hostilities, if 
the silence of his Majesty’s ministers had not induced a strong 
hope of a contrary tendency. 

In the event of a renewal of the war with France, I trust 
that your Lordship will have taken early measures to increase 
the effective strength of the European force in India. The 
first object will necessarily be to complete the great deficien- 
cies in the present establishment, and especially in the Com- 
pany’s artillery, which in Bengal is reduced to a state of abso- 
lute inefficiency, from the want of a regular supply of recruits* 
I also request your Lordship, in the event of a renewal of 
hostilities, to direct your serious attention to the weakness 
which must result from the abolition of the controlling power 
of the Supreme Government in India, over the island of Cey- 
lon, and consequently over the military force stationed in that 
important possession. 

In a subsequent despatch I propose to enter without re- 
serve into a discussion of the existing defects in the constitu- 
tion of the government of Ceylon, and of the necessary ope- 
ration of those defects upon the general strength of our em- 
pire in India. In the mean while, as your Lordship is pleased 
to repose your confidence in me, I take the liberty of recom- 
mending to you in the most earnest manner, to issue, without 
a moment of delay, a commission to the Governor-General in 
council, (whoever he may be,) vesting him with the same 
powers of control over the goveimment of Ceylon, which are 
now exercised by the Governor-General in council over the 
presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay. 

1 am not aware that such an arrangement would necessarily 
require the transfer of Ceylon to the Company, or even the 
restoration of that system of government which has recently 
been changed. It appears to me, that a commission from the 
crown to the Governor-General in council would be sufficient 
to convey the authority necessary to enable him to control 
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the expenses of the establishment of Ceylon, and to consoli- 
date its resources and power with the general strength of the 
British empire in India. In time of peace, such an union of 
powers is scarcely less requisite than in war ; and I have no 
hesitation in declaring to your Lordship, that without such an 
union of powers in the event of war, I should feel consider- 
able apprehension for the security of this empire. 

I request your Lordship also to converse with Mr. Dundas 
and with Mr. Wellesley upon the necessity of vesting in the 
supreme executive authority in India, an efficient control 
over the fleet stationed in these seas. Without such a con- 
trol, it is in my opinion impossible for any Crovemor-General 
to meet the exigencies of a renewal of war with France. 

The financial documents transmitted by Mr, Wellesley, 
and by this despatch, must prove satisfactory to your Lord- 
ship. I am happy to be able to concur with your Lordship in 
a decided opinion, that if the Court of Directors shall pursue 
the salutary system of supplying from the treasury at home 
the prime cost of investment in India, the operations com- 
menced for the gradual reduction of the Indian debt, will not 
be essentially retarded, even by the renewal of hostilities with 
France. 

The state of our relations with the Mahratta powers is fully 
communicated to the Secret Committee by this despatch. I 
am satisfied that your Lordship will consider the blow which 
has been struck against the French interests in the Mahratta 
empire, to be a seasonable augmentation of our security in that 
quarter. 

The financial operation of the new subsidies from the Gui- 
cowar and the Peishwa has not yet been stated in any ac- 
count, but I trust it will form an addition to our resources in 
the course of the year 1803-4. It may possibly become ne- 
cessary to add, in some degree, to the native infantry upon 
each of the establishments, with a view to furnish the new 
subsidiary forces in Guzzerat and at Poonah; but after 
having provided the utmost augmentation which can be re- 
quisite for that purpose, a considerable balance of military 
funds will remain to the Company on account of this trans- 
action. 

A renewal of hostilities with France would open in India a 
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scene so interesting and important, that I should not deem 
myself to be justified in relinquishing my share in the duties 
of such a crisis, without the express permission of the Govern- 
ment at home, issued with a full knowledge of the existing 
state of affairs in India, and in Europe. If, therefore, the 
War should be renewed, your Lordship may be assured that 
I Will not abandon my present post, unless the state of my 
health should drive me irom it, or unless the Government at 
home should have provided a successor, who may be deemed 
adequate to the charge of this government in the exigency of 
war. I think it necessary to make the earliest communication 
to your Lordship of my sentiments on this subject, in order 
to enable you to make your arrangements for the government 
of India, with a confident reliance on the continuance of my 
services, while the situation of affairs shall appear to demand 
them, and whale my health shall enable me to contribute any 
effort towards the security of these possessions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. XXIV. 

I ord Castlereagh to the Marquees Wellesley. 
(Most Secret.) 


East Sheen, Nov. 15th, 1802. 
My dear Lord, [Received May 4th, 1803.] 

I have written in detail to your Lordship, of this date, by 
a King’s ship, with reference to the orders transmitted over- 
land on the 16th ultimo. As my observations arr by no 
means essential to the execution of your instructions, I for- 
bear repeating them by the present conveyance, the person 
entrusted with the cypher in my office being too much hur- 
ried to transcribe them. 

I acquainted your Lordship in my letter of the 28th of 
September, that it was probable Mr. Yorke would be ap- 
pointed to IMadras, wit^: a view of succeeding ultimately to 
‘Bengal. Various difficulties, principally of a domestic na- 
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ture, have prevented him from undertalcing the service. 
Under a full impression of the difficulty of filling the situa- 
tion from hence with the degree of ability and experience in 
business which it requires, and strongly convinced that it can 
only be committed with safety to hands really efficient, I have 
been induced, with the concurrence of the King’s Govern- 
ment, to recommend Mr. Barlow for the Supreme Govern- 
ment, whenever we may have the misfortune to be deprived 
of your Lordship’s services. 

I am aware that there is the strongest objection on general 
principles to the Governments abroad being filled by the 
Company’s servants, but there is no rule which is universal; 
and I am led to believe, from the high opinion so generally 
entertained of Mr. Barlow’s merits, but principally from the 
confidence both your Lordship and Lord Cornwallis have 
invariably reposed in him, that he has abilities and a sense of 
character, which will justify the exception being made in his 
person. I enclose a private letter on the subject of his ap- 
pointment, for him, which I am sure he will receive with pecu- 
liar satisfaction from your hands ; and I have told him how 
much he is indebted, in point of reputation, the best grounds 
of advancement, to your marked approbation of his conduct. 

We have thought it expedient to decide upon the succes- 
sion to the Government of Bengal, before any steps were 
taken for filling up the appointment to Madras. No time, 
however, will be lost in fixing T,pon a successor to Lord Clive, 
and your Lordship may expect to bear from me very soon 
upon that subject. 

I have little further to trouble your Lordship with at pre- 
sent. I have not yet been able to bring the Court to a deci- 
sion on the plan for the liquidation of the debt. Some further 
communications have passed between the chairs and myself, 
and I trust the subject is now nearly brought to a point, 
though 1 cannot yet acquaint you that I have altogether con- 
quered their repugnance to adopt any plan which may oblige 
them to have recourse to extraordinary resources. 

Your Lordship is aware how difficult and delicate a task 
it is for the person who fills my situation (particularly when 
strong feelings have once been excited) to manage such a 
body as the Court of Directors, so as to shield the person in 
yours from any unpleasant interference on their part. I am 
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sanguine in hoping that those impressions, which never 
should have led them for a moment to forget your substantial 
services, will pass away, and the remainder of your Govern- 
ment be rendered perfectly satisfactory both to your Lord- 
ship and to them. 

I am, my dear Lord, 

with great truth, 

very sincerely and faithfully yours, 

Castlereagh. 


No. XXV. 

N. B Edmoyistone, Esq, Secretary to Government to Colonel Collins, 
Resident at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 

Foit William, May 5th, 1S03 

1. I am directed by his Excellency the Governor-Generdl 
to transmit to you the enclosed notes, which are intended to 
form the basis of detailed instructions for the regulation of 
your conduct in the actual crisis of affairs. 

2. Those instructions will be prepared and transmitted to 
you at the earliest practicable period of time. In the mean 
while his Excellency directs you to act under the authority 
of the enclosed document, which your knowledge and dis- 
cernment will enable you to apply to actual circumstances in 
the manner best calculated to promote the views and interests 
of the British Government. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

N. B. Edmonstone, 

Sec. to Government. 


[Enclosme in the preceding letter ] 

Xotes of Instructions to Colonel Collins, 

May 5th, 1803. 

The necessity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s immediately crossing the Ner- 
buddah, and returning to Hindostan, to be fully stated. 

The real object of '|a resolution on the part of Scindiah to proceed to 
Poonah, or to lemain ionth of the Nerbuddah, can only be to subvert the 
arrangement between the British Goveinment and the Peishwa, and to 
re-establish Ins own ascondanev in the Government of Poonah 
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The following arguments and observations to be stated to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiab, for the purpose of preventing his proceeding to Poonah 

1 Treaty of Bassein to be fully communicated to Scindiah, without a 
moment of delay, and explained to Scindiah ; a copy of the treaty to be 
given to him, if desired. 

2. The Peishwa possessed a full right to avail himself of the aid of the 
British power for his restoration, and to contract his present engage- 
ments with that power, independently of the consent of the feudal chiefs 
of the Mahratta empire. 

3 Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the other chiefs were unable to afford the 
Peishwa the necessary aid for the restoration of his authority after tlie 
success of the rebellion of Holkar ; and the assistance which the Peishwa 
solicited and has recdved from us, was the only possible mode of re- 
covering his authority. 

4. The treaty of Bassein not only offers no injury to the independence 
of the feudatory Mahratta chiefs, b.ut expressly provides additional secu- 
rity for it. 

5. Dowlut Rao Scindiah himself invited the co-operation of the British 
power, for the purpose of restoring the Peishwa. 

6. Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s own power and dominions have been saved 
from ruin by the interference of the British power, which has checked 
the progress of Holkar’s arms. 

7. Dowlut Rao Scindiah has admitted the expediency and wisdom of 
our engagements with the Peishwa, and has formally disavowed any in- 
tention of obstructing the completion of the arrangement. 

8. Under all these circumstances, we have a right to expect that Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah shall not adopt any measures which we deem to be cal- 
culated to impede the accomplishment of that amngement , unless such 
measures be absolutely necessary for Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s security. 

9. Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s march to Poonah, or his continuance south 
of the Nerbuddah, can have no other view than to disturb our arrange- 
ments with the Peishwa ; neither Scindiah’s march to Poonah, nor his 
continuance to the south of the Nerbuddah, is necessary to his security. 

10. An attempt on the part of any power to oppose or counteract that 
which another power is strictly authorized »)y the law of nations to per- 
form, may justly be considered as an act of hosility. 

11. In communicating the whole of the treaty of Bassein to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, point out to him particularly that it provides against any 
molestation being offered to his Government, unless he should place 
himself in the situation of an enemy to the Peishwa, or to the British 
Government. 

12. Dowlut Rao Scindiah must therefore retire, or must expect to ex- 
pose to hazard, all the advantages which the treaty offers to him. 

13. If Dowlut Rao Scindiah should be disposed to accede to the treaty 
as a contracting party, the British Government is ready to negotiate the 
terms with him. 

14. The British Government will not be offended if Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah should object to acceding to the treaty as a contracting paity, he is 
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at liberty to remain, if he thinks ht, utterly unconnected with us, but the 
disadvantages of such a separation to him are evident. 

15. We cannot, however, suffer him in any degree to obstruct the exe- 
cution or operation of the treaty with the Peishwar, and the Governor-Ge- 
neral is resolved not to admit the slightest opposition on the part of any 
power to the execution of a treaty, founded on principles of undeniable 
justice, equity, and moderation. 

16. Dowlut Rao Sclndiah must, therefore, instantly explmn hiifiself 
without reserve, and must return into his own dominions north of the 
Nerbuddah. The first pledge required of his amicable intentions, even 
if he should chuse to accede to the treaty, is, that he should immediately 
cross the Nerbuddah. 

17 . Offer to arbitrate any demands Dowlut Rao Scindiah may have on 
the Peishwa, or on Holkar. 

18. Offer a subsidiary treaty and guarantee 

19. Positive declaration of friendship, and of a determination to ab- 
stain from any attempt whatever upon the independence of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, unless he should provoke hostility. 

20. Inform Scindiah that his military operations, conducted in opposi- 
tion to our remonstrances, will compel measures of precaution on our 
part, and on every boundary of his dominions, and that certain intelli- 
gence of his accession to any confederacy against the British power will 
produce immediate hostility on all parts of his frontier, and will justify 
the destruction of his power. 

21. Inform Scindiah that similar representations have been addressed 

to the Rajah of Berar, for whom the British Government feels an equal 
regard, with an equal resolution to anticipate any sinister project by 
promptitude and alacrity. * 

22 Intelligence fiom various quarters has Excited a just apprehension, 
that negotiations have been commenced between the Rajah of Berar and 
Scindiah, of a nature injurious to the connection established between the 
Peishwa and the British Government. Scindiah must be required to state 
explicitly the nature of his negotiations with the Rajah of Berar,. and the 
propositioiib of that chief. 

23 The same lequisition to be urged respecting the propositions of 
Holkar to Scindiah, and the recent negotiations which have passed be 
tween those chiefs 

24. Inform Scindiah that any attack upon the territories of his High- 
ness the Nizam mil be cousideied as an act of hostility against the British 
Goveiiimcut. 



9C 


LORD CASTLEREAGII TO 


i^fay, 


No. XXVL 

Lord Castlerea^h to the Marquess Wellesley, 

London, December 17tb, 1802. 

My dear Lord, [Received May 6th, 1803.] 

Since I last wrote, little has passed on the Continent worth 
acnuainting you with. Switzerland has yielded to the pre- 
sence of a French force, and her deputies attend at Paris to 
learn their future destiny. 

Our parliament has been assembled for three' weeks, dur- 
ing which period we have had some animated discussions. 
Although we have not yet had a division, it is not difficult to 
perceive that the complexion of the house is highly favour- 
able to Government. We have voted very strong naval and 
military establishments, with only a slight opposition to the 
latter from Mr. Fox; and Mr. Addington has opened the 
most prosperous budget this country has witnessed, not even 
excepting that of 1792 . The revenue has risen above three 
millions, and the export of British manufactures has increased 
to an equal amount upon the rated value, which makes the 
real increase, upon the true value, between six and seven 
millions. The effect of this statement has been to raise the 
funds above four per cent. 

It will be satisfactory to you to learn that we have provided 
for 50,000 seamen for the ensuing year, and 1 10,000 regulars, 
exclusive of India. The King’s troops destined for the peace 
establishment of India, exclusive of 2,000 for Ceylon, are to 
consist of three regiments of cavalry, of 640 rank and file 
each, and 15 regiments of infantry, at an establishment of 
1,000 rank and file each. 

With a view of keeping this force as complete as possible, 
a relief of a full regiment will proceed annually from Europe. 
This, with a regular supply of 1 ,200 recruits, and the men to 
be procured from the battalions to be brought home in each 
year, will, it is hoped, aiqcomplish this important purpose. If 
any material deficiency isjiibuld at any time be observable, the 
Duke of York has promi]^0d me to allot two regiments, in- 
stead of one, for that particular season. I trust your Lord- 
ship will feel satisfied with this arrangement. A proposition 
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had been made by the late Chairman to reduce the King’s 
troops serving in India to two regiments of cavalry, and seven 
of infantry, of 1,^00 men each. I felt myself bound to resist 
so improvident a reduction upon every principle, and I am 
happy to acquaint you that the present Chairs have con- 
sented, and I have no doubt the Court will acquiesce in the 
proposed establishment. 

1 have now to acquaint your Lordship with the arrange- 
ments which have been made for replacing my Lord Clive in 
the Government of Fort St. George. 

Lord William Bentinck has been appointed to that import- 
ant situation, and will embark, in the month of February, to 
take charge of that Government. The character his Lord- 
ship bears for honour, integrity, and diligence, and the ex- 
cellent understanding which he undoubtedly possesses, lead 
me to form very sanguine expectations of his success. The 
Council will remain constituted as before, with the substitu- 
tion of Mr. Chamier in the room of Mr. Dick. 

The high estimation in which Mr. Webbe’s services and 
character are held by your Lordship, as well as the strong 
opinion, which I cannot but entertain, that he has been 
harshly treated, make me very desirous of doing him early 
justice. 

I shall send your Lordship, by the first ship, some further 
papers that have passed between me and the Chairs, on the 
subject of the Indian debt. They will serve to shew your 
Lordship the degree of difficulty which is opposed to the 
measure, whilst I trust they will only add to your impatience 
to learn that they have been overcome. I have the pleasure 
so far to relieve your anxiety on this point, as to acquaint you 
that the Chairs have adopted the draft of a despatch, which I 
have prepared on this subject, only limiting the orders, in 
respect to drawing the bills necessary to complete the two 
millions sinking fund to the tv o next years. I have advised 
that no limitation should be expressed, but I shall not con- 
tend this point, being well convinced, if I can succeed in 
having my plan acted upon for two years, that I shall have 
no difficulty in having the instructions renewed, when in- 
creased facilities will have grown out of the operation of the 
measure itself. Your Lordship will, I trust, receive instruc- 
tions on this subject very shortly from the Court. In the 

VOL. in. n 



98 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO 


May, 

mean time, I have only to express an earnest hope that you 
may feel yourself enabled, upon the arrival of the troops from 
the Cape, to carry into full effect the reductions of the army 
on the coast, as it is upon the amount of surplus revenue that 
all our brilliant prospects must depend for their accomplish' 
ment, and I cannot but indulge a confident hope, the grounds 
of which your Lordship will find stated in the papers alluded 
to, that our Indian surplus may at no distant period, with the 
expected improvement in the revenues of Oude and of the 
Carnatic, amount to £1,500,000, exclusive of any savings 
from reduction of interest 

I am ever, my dear Lord, 

your most sincere and faithful, 

humble servant, 
Castlereagii. 


No. XXVII. 

I^md Hobart to the Marque^^i Wellesleq. 

(Most Secret.) 

Dowumg Stieet, No\, 1802 

My Lord, [Recened J\Iav Btb, 180C1 ] 

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that^ 'not- 
withstanding the orders which, by the King’s commands, I 
communicated to you on the 17th ultimo,^ it is his Majesty’s 
pleasure, that you should give directions for the immediate 
execution of the instructions that you have already received, 
for the restitution of the several possessions in the 15ast Indies 
which, in conformity to the provisions of the treaty of Amiens, 
were to be restored to the governments of France and Hol- 
land. 

As it is of importance that any delay, which may have 
arisen in the evacuation of those possessions, should not be 
productive of any misunderstanding between his Majesty’s 
Government and those of France and Holland, you will con- 
duct yourself in all your proceedings with their respective 
officers, in the most conciliatory manner. 


^ Sec p. 
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. I am further to acquaint you, that there being some reason 
to apprehend that the French Government, either by intimi- 
dation or otherwise, may endeavour to obtain possession of 
the Portuguese settlements in the East Indies, or of Macao ; 
by which the safety of the British possessions in India, and 
the security of the commerce of his Majesty’s subjects with 
China, would be greatly endangered ; it is the King’s plea- 
sure, that, in concert with the officer commanding his naval 
forces in the East Indies, you do take the most effectual mea- 
sures for preventing the French from possessing themselves 
of those settlements ; and that, on no account whatever, you 
allow them to be occupied by the troops belonging to the 
Government of France. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obedient 

and humble servant, 

Hobart. 


No. XXVIIL 

Hie Marquess Wellesley to Rayah Rag'Ojee Bhooslah, Rajah of Ber nr, 

Fort William, May 13th, 1803 

The intimate friendship and alliance which have long sub- 
sisted between the British Government and the state of Berar, 
induce me to communicate to you, without reserve, the en- 
gagements recently concluded between the Honourable Com- 
pany and his Highness the Peishwa; to explain to you the 
principles on which those engagements are founded, and to 
demonstrate to you that the treaty of Bassein is formed with 
a sincere regard for the integrity of the Mahratta empire, and 
for the security of the separate rights and privileges of the 
constituent branches of that respectable power. 

When his Highness the Peishwa was compelled by the vio- 
lence and' usurpation of Jeswunt Rao Holkar to abandon the 
seat of Government at Poonah, and to retire into the Concan, 
his Highness earnestly solicited the aid of the British power 
for the protection of his person against the outra^s of his 
rebellious subject, andjor the restoration of his just autho- 
rity in the Mahratta state. At the same time Malm- Rajah _ 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah, alarmed at the successful progress of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s rebellion, solicited the co-operation of 
the British arms for the accomplishment of the same im- 
portant object. His Highness the Peishwa and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah were sensible that the active interposition of the 
British power in that arduous crisis of alfairs afforded the 
only means of preserving the fabric of the Mahratta empire 
from disorder and confusion. 

The British Government entertained a sincere disposition 
to fulfil the obligations of frien(|ship towards his Highness 
the Peishwa in the hour of adversity, and an anxious solici- 
tude to preserve the Mahratta empire from a condition of 
anarchy, which must have proved highly dangerous to all the 
contiguous states of India, I, therefore, readily consented to 
the united wishes of the Peishwa and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and his Highness the Peishwa accordingly proceeded, under 
the proti a of the British power, to Bassein. His High- 
ness subsequently concluded engagements with the British 
Go\ernment on principles calculated to secure the stability 
of his just authority in the Mahratta empire; the rights and 
privileges of the several subordinate chieftains of that empire; 
and the future tranquillity and prosperity of the state. 

For the accomplishment of this arrangement, a considera- 
ble detachment of British troops, which had been stationed 
on the frontier of Mysore, with a view to the protection and 
defence of the British dominions, was directed to march from 
the frontier of Mysore to Poonah, and the British subsidiary 
force serving with his Highness the Nizam, joined by a con- 
siderable body of the Nizam’s forces, was assembled on the 
frontier of the Nizam’s dominions for the same purpose. At 
the same time amicable remonstrances were addressed to Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkar ; and assurances were conveyed to him by 
the British Resident at Poonah, of the sincere disposition of 
the British Government to mediate between him and the 
Peishwa and Dowlut Rao Scindiah on just and reasonable 
terms, with the consent and knowledge of all parties. 

T. he object of these proceedings was to restore order and 
tranquillity, and to conciliate the concurrence of the contend- 
ing chiefs in such a system of mutual justice, reason, and 
moderation, as might secure the continuance of peace. 

These mea^i^^Iia\e~lhduced Jeswunt Rao Holkar to 
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withdraw his troops from the city of Poonah, and have re- 
moved every obstacle to the return of his Highness the 
Peishwa to his capital in the full exercise of his authority. 
The attention of the British Government will now be directed 
to the efficient accomplishment of the arrangements concluded 
by the treaty of Bassein. For your information, with regard 
to the engagements contracted by his Highness the Peishwa, 
I transmit to you, enclosed, a copy of the treaty of Bassein,* 
containing every article and stipulation of that engagement. 
This explicit communication will aflTord you an additional 
proof of my friendship and respect. You will be enabled by 
the copy of the treaty, and by this letter, to ascertain the full 
extent of all my views and intentions with regard to the 
Mahratta power. 

An examination of the enclosed copy of the treaty will de- 
monstrate the justice, moderation, and honourable policy of 
that engagement ; and a review of the late transactions in the 
Mahratta empire will be sufficient to convince you that the 
interposition of the aid of the British Government, for the 
restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of 
Poonah, far from having a tendency to subvert the order of 
the Mahratta state, afforded the only means of averting con- 
fusion, and of providing for the future security and tranquil- 
lity of every branch of the Mahratta power. 

Experience has already manifested the inability of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to resist the attacks of Jeswunt Rao Holkar; 
and the views of Jeswunt Rao Holkar have been demon- 
strated by his attempt to destroy the Peishwa’s Government, 
and to assume the entire authority of the Mahratta empire. 

Great danger must have menaced the several states under 
such circumstances. From the hazard of this calamity, the 
Mahratta empire has been preserved by the seasonable inter- 
position of the British Government, which has provided for 
the restoration and stability of the Peishwa’s just authority, 
and has afforded additional security for the legitimate and 
separate rights of the feudatory chieftains of the empire. 
Under the treaty of Bassein (particularly by the 9th article) 
those chieftains are effectually protected against any molesta- 
tion either on the part of his Highness the Peishwa, or of 


See Appendix. 
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the British Government, unless any chief should place him- 
self in the condition of a public enemy to the state* At the 
same time an option is afforded to all the principal chieftains 
of participating in the benefits of the defensive alliance. The 
constitution of the Mahratta state, and the authority of vari- 
ous precedents, have established the independent right of his 
Highness the Peishwa to contract with foreign powers all 
such engagements as shall not affect the separate rights and 
interests of his feudatory chieftains; that right is inherent in 
the supreme executive authority of the Mahratta state. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, I deem it necessary 
to signify to you my intention of establishing the provisions 
of the treaty now concluded with his Highness the Peishwa. 
Any attempt on the part of any state or power to obstruct the 
operation of that treaty, must be deemed an act of hostility 
against the combined interests of the Peishwa and the British 
Government. 

My objects are to secure the British dominions and those 
of our ally the Nizam from the dangers of contiguous anarchy 
and confusion ; to fulfil the duties of friendship towards our 
ally the Peishwa ; and to provide at the same time for the 
safety of the several branches of the Mahratta empire with- 
out disturbing the constitutional form of the state, and without 
affecting the legitimate independence of its feudatory chief- 
tains. This course of policy must tend to strengthen the 
bonds of amity and alliance with the state of Berar, as well 
as with every other branch of the Mahratta power. 

If a just regard to the real interests and prosperity of your 
Government should dispose you to conclude defensive en- 
gagements with the Honourable Company similar to those 
which have been contracted hy his Highness the Peishwa, I 
shall be ready to enter into a negotiation with you for that 
purpose. The ties of friendship, however, will not be I’e- 
laxed by any declaration of your disposition to remain uncon- 
nected with the powers now allied by the treaties of Hyder- 
abad and Bassein ; whatever may be your detei'mination with 
regard to this part of my present proposal, I shall continue 
to maintain with cordial solicitude the relations of amity and 
peace which have subsisted between the British Government 
and the state of Berar. 

It has been reported to me that you ha\e viewed the con- 



1803. 


THE RAJAH OF BERAR. 


108 


duct of the British Government in the restoration of the 
Peishwa, with jealousy and suspicion, and that you are assi- 
duously employed in endeavouring to form a confederacy for 
the purpose of frustrating the beneficial operation of the 
treaty of Bassein. 

The acknowledged prudence and discretion of your cha- 
racter; your wisdom and experience, your approved friend- 
ship, combined with the conscious sense of my just regard 
for your rights and independence, preclude any suspicion in 
my mind of your intentions and conduct. I, therefore, con- 
clude that you will continue to regard the British power with 
that confidence and esteem which our uniform conduct to- 
wards you justly demands. 

To this candid declaration of my sentiments, it may, how- 
ever, be proper to add a distinct view of my future intentions. 
Any military preparations on your part, any combination of 
your power with that of any other state, directed to the sub- 
version of the arrangement lately concluded with the Peishwa 
will be followed by corresponding measures of precaution 
and security on the part of the British Government. 

Unavoidable circumstances have hitherto prevented the 
departure of Mr. Webbe, whom 1 have selected to be the 
representative of this Government at your Court. Mr. 
Webbe, however, will proceed to Nagpore, and on his ar- 
rival, will be prepared to enter upon the discussion of all 
questions depending between you and the British Govern- 
ment. 

In the mean while I trust that you will return a speedy and 
amicable reply to this friendly letter. 


Wellesley. 
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No. XXIX. 

The Marquess WeUesley to Rajah Raggfjee Bhooslah, Rajah of Berar, 

Fort William, May 22ad, 1803. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter^ in reply to 
mine. 

I derived particular satisfaction from the assurances con- 
tained in that letter; in which you have declared, that the 
relations of sincere friendship, harmony and concord have, 
during a long period of time, subsisted between the two 
states, so firmly as to have admitted of no differences of in- 
terest between them, and that no separation of them will 
occur.” These amicable assurances confirmed my conviction 
that no measures would be adopted by you, of a nature to 
disturb the harmony and good understanding so happily sub- 
sisting between your government and that of the Honourable 
Company. My surprize and disappointment have, therefore, 
been proportionably excited by the communication which I 
have received of a letter from you to Azim ul Omrah, in 
which you had distinctly declared your intention of proceed- 
ing to meet Dowlut Rao Scindiah for the express purpose of 
forming a confederacy with that chieftain and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, directed to the subversion of the arrangement con- 
cluded between his Highness the Peishwa and the British 
Government, for the restoration of his Highness to the 
musnud of Poonah. 

I enclose a copy of your letter to Azim ul Omrah, f for the 
purpose of satisfying you that I have not proceeded to act 
without a full knowledge of your conduct and intentions. 

I have also received intelligence that you have entered 
your tents, and you have commenced your march with the 
main body of your army in the direction of his Highness the 
Nizam’s territory. 

My letter of the 13thJ instant will apprize you of my deter- 
mined resolution to resist the execution of any design on the 
part of any of the Mahratta chieftains, to impede the accom- 
plishment of tl)e arrangements lately concluded between the 


t Sec Appendix. t Sec p 9f). 
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British Government and his Highness the Peishwa. These 
arrangements have been concluded in concert with his High- 
ness the Nizam, the ally of the British state, and under the 
engagements subsisting between his Highness the Nizam 
and the British Government, the march of your troops into 
the territory of the Nizam will be considered to be an act of 
aggression, on your part, both against his Highness the Nizam 
and the British power. 

Under the obligations of existing engagements it will, 
therefore, be my duty to retaliate on your possessions the 
unjustifiable violation of the territory of the friend and ally 
of the Company, unlesa you shall immediately retire with your 
army within the limits of your own dominions. 

I, therefore, earnestly exhort you to return peaceably into 
your territories, and to rest satisfied with the full communi- 
cation which I have made to you of the treaty concluded with 
the Peisliwa and of the ulterior views of the British Govern- 
ment* It is my earnest desire to maintain the relations of 
amity and concord between you and the British Government, 
but the state of your military preparations and the intelli- 
gence of your march towards the territory of his Highness 
the Nizam have compelled me to assemble a considerable 
body of British forces on the frontier of your dominions as a 
measure of necessary precaution. 

It will depend on your conduct whether the ties of friend- 
ship between the two states shall remain inviolate, or shall 
be dissolved. 

My wish is to preserve peace, but I will not sufler the just 
rights of the British Government to be violated with impunity. 
You will attend to this friendly admonition, and hereafter you 
will receive with cordiality the communications which will be 
made to you by a respectable person, whom I propose to 
despatch to you, with the most explicit assurances of my 
regard and esteem. 


Wellesley. 



lOG 


HR. SECRETARY EDMONSTONE TO 


May, 


No. XXX. 

iV. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government, to LteuL^Colonel Close, 
Resident at Poonah* 

Sia, Fort William, 30tli May, 1803. 

With a view to furnish you, at the earliest moment, with 
the instructions of the Governor-General for your guidance 
upon the expected return of his Highness tlae Peishwa to 
Poonah, I forwarded to you on the 7th instant by his Excel- 
lency’s command, a note containing the general tenor of the 
measures proposed to be pursued in the present posture of 
affairs in the Mahratta empire. ^ The Governor-General is 
satisfied that the early circulation of that note will have en-^ 
abled you and all the subordinate authorities to which it was 
communicated, to act in concert under the proposed plan ; 
and I am now commanded by his Excellency to state to you, 
in detail, the directions necessary for the further regulation 
of your conduct, and for the guidance of the Honourable 
Major-General Wellesley. 

His Excellency concludes that the Peishwa’s restoration to 
the musnud of Poonah will have been accompanied by the 
most public demonstrations of ceremony and respect on the 
part of the British authorities at that station, and the Gover- 
nor-General has issued orders, which will afford to the Peish- 
wa an ample testimony of the cordiality and zeal with which 
the British Government has entered into this happy alliance 
with the Mahratta power. 

The Governor-General intends at a future period of time 
to review, in a more particular manner, the principles on 
which the treaty of Bassein is founded, the objects to which 
it is directed, and the means by which the stability of our al- 
liance with the Mahrattas is to be maintained. 

I am commanded, however, by his Excellency, to apprize 
you at this early season, of the general scope of his intentions 
and views in concluding this important arrangeni^ent. 


* The note referred to has not been printed, as it is incorporated in 
the present despatch, and would theiefore be an unnecessarv repe- 
tition — [Ed"] 
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The destruction of the hostile power of Mysore, accompa- 
nied by the consolidation of our alliance with the Court of 
Hyderabad, left no possible antagonist to the British Govern- 
ment among the native states in India, excepting the Mah- 
ratta power. 

The Mahratta states unconnected with any European ally, 
could never become formidable to the British Government, 
excepting in the event of an actual union of the feudal chiefs 
under an efficient sovereign power ; or in the event of a revo- 
lution, which should unite the command of the resources of 
a large portion of the Mahratta territory in the hands of an 
active and enterprising chief. Such events (however desirable 
it might be to avert them) might have been encountered without 
apprehension by the British Government in the present com- 
manding posture of its foreign relations, and in the vigorous 
condition of its internal resources and concentrated strength. 

But it was obviously prudent to employ every endeavour to 
effect such an arrangement as should preclude the union of 
the Mahratta states under any circumstances which might 
menace interruption to the tranquillity of our possessions, or 
of those of our allies and dependents, especially^of the Nizam, 
and the Rajah of Mysore. 

Thiv^ most effectual arrangement with a view to this impor- 
tant object, appeared to be an intimate alliance with the ac- 
knowledged sovereign power of the Mahratta empire, founded 
upon principles which should render the British influence 
and military force the main support of that power. Such an 
arrangement appears to afford the best security for preserv- 
ing a due balance between the several states constituting the 
confederacy of the Mahratta empire, as well as for preventing 
any dangerous union or diversion of the resources of that 
empire. You will, therefore, understand that the principal 
object to be accomplished by the operation, of the treaty of 
Bassein, is the prevention of any hostile union of the Mah- 
ratta states, under the sovereign power of the empire, against 
the British Government or its allies. 

The same policy required that the operation of the treaty 
should be so directed as to prevent the aggrandizement of 
any individual chief, or the combination of any number of 
chiefs, under chcumstances adverse to the authority of the 
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Peishwa, or to the tranquillity of the territories of the Com- 
pany, its dependants, and allies. 

The treaty restores the legitimate power of the Peishwa on 
the foundation of our support, and establishes our influence 
as the channel of mediation and protection for the mainte- 
nance of the separate rights and interests of the confederated 
chiefs. 

Your discretion and experience will sufficiently indicate to 
you the real nature of our situation in regard to the operation 
of the treaty on these points. You will observe that it is 
neither consistent with the principle, nor necessary to the 
objects of the treaty, to exercise any influence in the internal 
affairs of the Peishwa’s immediate government of a nature in- 
jurious to his dignity and independence, or offensive to his 
prejudices, or pride. You will endeavour to satisfy his High- 
ness that his real and legitimate power is effectually secured 
by this alliance, and that he may confidently expect, under 
the operation of his engagements with the British Govern- 
ment, to enjoy that tranquillity and security, accompanied by 
respect and honour, which he has never experienced under 
the degrading influence his own subjects, servants, and 
feudatory chieftains, and which he could never have attained 
under the protection of Scindiab, or of the Rajah of Berar, or 
under any pacification with the rebel Holkar, or with the 
traitor Amrut Rao. 

In demonstrating to the Peishwa the benefits of his new 
alliance, you will not fail to advert to the advantages which 
have been enjoyed by the Nizam, since the conclusion of 
similar engagements with the British power. You will des- 
cribe the uniform disposition which the British Government 
has manifested to maintain inviolate the dignity and honour 
of the Nizam, and to abstain from any infringement of bis 
Highness’s just authority within his own dominions. 

It must be evident to the Peishwa, that while the indepen- 
dent authority of the Nizam over his own subjects, and the 
internal order of his dominions and government have been 
considerably improved, the power and importance of the 
Court of Hyderabad among the states of India have been 
greatly augmented by the Nizam’s connection with the British 
Government. The continued security of the Nizam’s domi- 
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nions (under the protection of the Company) from the en- 
croaching spirit of the neighbouring powers, must have been 
remarked by the Peishwa in the course of the various trans- 
actions which have passed between the Mahratta states and 
the Nizam since the year 1798. 

The Peishwa must have remai*ked that the protection of 
the British Government has preseiwed the Nizam from the 
rapacity, ambition, and treachery of Scindiah, and of other 
Mahratta powers ; and that every sinister project of the Mah- 
rattd states against the Nizam has been frustrated by the 
vigilance and strength of the British Government. If the 
death of the Nizam should happen, and the succession of 
Seconder Jah should take place, you will direct the Peish- 
wa’s particular attention to the justice, moderation, and 
honourable spirit of public faith, which the British Govern- 
ment will have displayed in the unconditional establishment of 
Secunder Jah on the musnud of Hyderabad, and you will 
contrast the order and regularity of the established system of 
aiFairs at Hyderabad with the confusions which have dis- 
tracted the state of Poonah, and which must have endangered 
its existence, if the Peishwa had not solicited and obtained 
the powerful and seasonable protection of the Company. 

In reviewing the probable effect of the stipulations of the 
treaty of Bassein, you will observe, that while they are calcu- 
lated to protect the authority of the Peishwa from the en- 
croachment of the great feudatory chiefs, the most effectual 
security is also provided for the preservation of the respective 
interests and possessions of those chiefs within the just limits 
of their separate dominions and authorities. 

It is a principal object of the treaty of Bassein, to prevent 
the sovereign power of the Mahratta states, or the power of 
any great branch of the Mahratta empire from passing into 
the hands of France. 

To this object, in all its relations, your constant and unre- 
mitting vigilance must be directed. The Governor-General 
trusts that the operation of the treaty must immediately ex- 
clude the French from the counsels and armies of the Peisli- 
wa, and gradually from those of every Mahratta power, which 
shall resort to the British protection for the preservation of 
its separate station in the Mahratta empire. 

It may be reasonably expected that all the Mahratta states 
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will speedily discover the advantages of resorting to that pro- 
tection which offers the best attainable security for the pre- 
servation of their respective possessions and interests, with 
the least possible sacrifice of prejudice or pride. 

Beyond the limits of the principles and views stated in 
the preceding paragraphs, the Governor-General wishes that 
the British Government should abstain from all interference 
in the external affairs of the Mahratta states. 

in stating to you the detailed instructions of the Governor-^ 
General for the execution of the treaty of Bassein, the follow- 
ing, objects appear to require special attention. 

1st. The restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to 
the due exercise of his regular authority in the Mahratta 
empire. 

gndly. The effectual exercise of the rights of mediation 
and guarantee acquired by the British Government under the 
treaty of Bassein, or originating in the measures adopted by 
the British Government for the restoration of his Highness 
the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, without exciting the 
jealousy, or offending the pride of the Peishwa, or of other 
Mahratta chieftains. 

Under this head may be classed the exertion of your en- 
deavours to mitigate the resentment of his Highness against 
Amrut Rao and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to obtain from 
his Highness such concessions in favour of each of those 
chieftains as may be calculated to conciliate their submission 
to his Highness’s authority. 

Srdly. To establish the subsidiary force in exact con- 
formity to the treaty, and to provide for the return of the re- 
mainder of the forces employed in the restoration of the 
Peishwa to their respective stations, or for the disposal of 
such part of those forces as it may be necessary to employ for 
the completion and security of the arrangement concluded with 
his Highness the Peishwa. 

4thly. To provide for the security of his Highness the 
Nizam’s dominions against any attack on the part of Scindiah 
or of Holkar. 

£thly. To provide for the complete occupation by the 
Company’s officers of the districts ceded by his Highness the 
Peishwa. 

It may be expected that the Peishwa will be solicitous 
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to provide for the effectual re-establishment of his authority, 
by proceeding to appoint proper officers for conducting the 
details of his administration. But it may be proper that you 
should afford to his Highness the benefit of your advice in 
framing the arrangements necessary for that purpose ; at the 
same time you will employ your utmost endeavours to satisfy 
his Highness’s mind of the resolution of the British Govern- 
ment to abstain from all interference in the details of his ad- 
ministration, and to maintain his dignity and independence. 
This object, however, may be difiicult of attainment, when 
combined with the absolute necessity of securing the effectual 
mediation of the British Government in the manner described 
under the second head, especially in favour of the several 
Jaggeerdars who have manifested a disposition to co-operate 
with the British troops in the restoration of the Peishwa to 
the musnud of Poonah, and to whom the faith of the British 
Government may have been pledged for the exertion of its 
influence with the Peishwa for the attainment of any conces- 
sions in their favour, or for the future security of their just 
and acknowledged rights. 

The Peishwa must be aware that the complete con- 
solidation of his power will depend in a considerable degree 
on the successful exertion of his endeavours to conciliate the 
allegiance and attachment of the Jaggeerdars, who occupy so 
large a portion of his territory 5 and this consideration may 
induce his Highness to admit the mediation of the British 
Government in favour of such of the Jaggeerdars as have es- 
tablished a claim to it by their attachment to the Peishwa’s 
cause. 

Considerations connected with the consolidation of his 
Highness's power may also favour the success of your en- 
deavours to obtain from the Peishwa such concessions as may 
induce Amrut Rao and Jeswunt Rao Holkar to submit to his 
authority. 

The Governor-General does not possess the means of sug- 
gesting the nature and extent of the concessions which it may 
be expedient to solicit from the Peishwa in favour of Amrut 
Rao and Jeswunt Rao Holkar ; that point must necessarily 
be regulated by the expectations and the disposition of both 
parties, and by the relative rank and reasonable pretensions 
of those chieftains. 
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The characteristic insincerity of Bajy Rao will, however, 
preclude all confidence in his offers and engagements, un- 
less they shall be secured by the mediation and guarantee of 
the British Government. 

The effectual and equitable exercise of our mediation and 
guarantee between the Peishwa and his subordinate chieftains 
is, therefore, equally necessary for the consolidation of his 
Highness’s authority, and for the stability of the arrangements 
concluded under the treaty of Bassein, and both must depend 
upon the address with which the British Government shall 
assume the protection of all the contending parties, without 
exciting the jealousy of any one of them. 

All unnecessary interference, therefore, in the tlhe 

Mahratta state, should be carefully avoided, and every act of 
necessary interposition on our part should be accompanied 
with a distinct and demonstrative explanation of the equitable 
principles on which it is founded, and of the just and salutary 
objects to which it is directed. 

If any of the Peishwa’s immediate dependents, or Aumils, 
should refuse to submit to his authority, even under the faith 
of the British guarantee, measures must be adopted to com- 
pel their submission. 

The subsidiary force to be permanently stationed at Poo- 
nah for the protection of the Peishwa’s person and govern- 
ment, should be established as soon as possible, in exact con- 
formity to the stipulation of the treaty of Bassein. It w’ould 
certainly be desirable to extend, and to compose it in a manner 
precisely sibilar to the subsidiary force at Hyderabad ; but 
this object must be pursued with a careful regard to the 
geneial principle of suppressing all emotions of jealousy in 
the minds either of the Peishwa or of any of the Mahratta 
chieftains. 

Any state of affairs in the Mahratta empire affecting the 
stability of the Peishwa’s authority may induce his Highness 
to desire the extension of the subsidiary force, and may ap- 
pear to the Mahratta chieftains to afford a sufficient motive 
for the adoption of that measure without exciting in their 
minds a suspicion that it is dictated by any other views than 
those really entertained by the British Government, and dis- 
tinctly declared in the treaty of Bassein. 
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The agitation of this question is left to the exercise of 
your judgment and discretion. 

The honourable Major'-tJeneral Wellesley will for the pre- 
sent appoint the oflScer to command the subsidiary force. The 
command of the subsidiary force at Poonah and Hyderabad 
respectively, will hereafter be filled directly under the au- 
thority of the Governor-General in counciL 

is extremely desirable that the British troops employed 
for the restoration of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, 
(with the exception of the subsidiary force,) should quit the 
Mahratta territories, and repair to their allotted stations at 
the earliest practicable period of time, consistent with the 
complete accomplishment and secuiity of the arrangement 
concluded under the treaty of Bassein. Independently of the 
important object of enabling the British Government to apply 
that portion of its military establishment which has been em- 
ployed for the Peishwa’s restoration to other eventual exigen- 
cies of the public service, the early adoption of this measure 
would tend to satisfy the Mahratta chieftains and Jageerdars 
that the British Government entertains no views beyond the 
express stipulations of'the t’.’eaty of Bassein. 

The separation and disposal of the troops must, however, 
depend on the proceedings of Scindiah and Holkar, and on 
the degree in which his Highness the Peishwa’s authority 
shall be recognized and established throughout the territories 
subject to his dominion. 

It will not be prudent to separate the army, unless Scindiah 
shall either have recrossed the Nerbuddah, with his troops, 
or shall have afforded some unequivocal proof of his intention 
to refrain from any attempt to disturb the arrangement con- 
cluded between the British Government and his Highness the 
Peishwa. 

The proceedings of the honourable Major-General Wel- 
lesley must be regulated in a great measure by the informa- 
tion which he may receive from the Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, with regard to the effect produced on Scin- 
diah by the representations which Colonel Collins has been 
instructed to make to that chieftain. 

If those representations should not have the effect of de- 
terring Dowlut Rao Scindiah from the prosecution of his in- 
tended march with the whole body of his army to Poonah, 

VOL. Ill, T 
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Major-General Wellesley must adopt hostile operations 
against that chieftain. 

Every amicable endeavour must, however, be employed to 
dissuade Dowlut Rao Scindiah from the prosecution of his 
march to Poonah. His Excellency the Governor-General is 
anxious that no hostile operations against Scindiah should be 
commenced on the part of the British troops, until the last 
extremity. But if you and Major-General Wellesley should 
be convinced of the hostile intentions of Scindiah, the army 
must be actually employed in compelling Scindiah to retreat 
across the Nerbuddah. In that event, or if any probability 
of such an event should appear, the earliest information 
should be transmitted to his Excellency General Lake, 
will be prepared at a proper season to employ the troopf^ 
under his immediate command in military operations within 
the possessions of Scindiah in the north-western quarter of 
Hindostan. 

It is scarcely possible that Scindiah should incur the hazard 
of hostilities with the British power, unless assured of the 
co-operation of the Rajah of Berar, and of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, nor that Scindiah should proceed to Poonah for hos- 
tile purposes, without being joined by the forces of one or 
both of those chieftains. Notwithstanding the repeated re- 
ports of the actual combination of those chieftains for pur- 
poses hostile to the British interests, his Excellency the 
Governor-General continues to discredit the truth of such 
rumours. Many of the circumstances related for the pur- 
pose of accrediting these rumours are manifest fabrications ; 
and the object of the Mahrattas in circulating the report of 
the existence of a general confederacy of such a description, 
being evidently to intimidate the British Government and its 
allies, it is the duty of every British officer, civil and military, 
to employ his utmost efforts for the purpose of checking the 
dissemination of opinions calculated to impair the interests of 
our country in India, to encourage our enemies, and to de- 
press the spirit of our friends. The terror of the British 
name will preclude such combinations, if the confidence of 
our allies be not shaken by the manifest decline of our own 
fortitude and decision in the season of our utmost glory and 
power. A premature disposition on our part to credit the 
pt^ssibility of the supposed <‘onfedcracy may create tlic evil. 
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of which it supposes the existence, and may animate the 
counsels of our secret enemies with a spirit of audacity and 
rashness, which may demand an effort of our superior strength. 
It is, therefore, the positive order of the Governor-General, 
that you use the most active exertions to discountenance 
the rumours (which have been so assiduously circulated,) of 
the existence of an hostile confederacy between Scindiah, 
Ragogee Booslah, and Holkar, against the British power. 
If you should obtain authentic intelligence of such an event, 
the Governor-General directs you to communicate it to the 
secretary in the secret department at Fort William, and to 
Major-General Wellesley; but his Excellency trusts that 
your discretion and prudence, combined with your zeal for 
the public service, will induce you to discourage the belief of 
such an event in every other quarter. 

Even if such a combination should take place, no danger 
can be apprehended from it to the British interests ; indeed, 
it is not credible, that even with such a combination, the Mah- 
ratta chiefs would venture to encounter the British power. 
His Excellency, however, adverting to every means of pre- 
venting such a conspiracy, or of restraining its operation, has 
addressed a remonstrance to the Rajah of Berar in terms 
corresponding with the representations which the Resident 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah has been instructed to make to 
Scindiah, and has directed the post of Midnapore to be 
strengthened, with a view to alarm the Rajah of Berar for 
the safety of the province of Cuttack. 

The practicability of impeding the junction of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar, if those chieftains should actually 
march for that purpose, is a question of a military nature, the 
decision of which must either have been determined already 
by the judgment of the honourable Major-General Wellesley, 
or must now remain for his decision. If Scindiah, however, 
in conjunction with the Rajah of Berar, should seriously 
meditate hostilities, the operations of their combined forces 
will probably be directed, in the first instance, against the 
possessions of bis Highness the Nizam. It will be necessary, 
in that event, to adopt such measures as may be practicable, 
to provide both for the defence of his Highness’s dominions, 
and for the protection of Poonah, which in the absence of the 
main body of the British troops, may be exposed to the 
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attempts of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, acting in that direction, 
either singly, or in concert with Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar. 

His Excellency deems it necessary to state the various 
possible plans of' military operations which in the sup- 
posed event of an hostile confederacy among those chief- 
tains, they may resolve to undertake. His Excellency is 
satisfied that the vigilance and discernment of Mf^or-General 
Wellesley will secure the earliest information with regard to 
the nature of such plans, and that his judgment and military 
skill will enable him to adopt the most effectual measures to 
render them abortive. 

In the event of Scindiah’s return to the northward of the 
Nerbuddah, it may still be necessary to retain the army in 
the field for the purpose of preventing the return of Holkar’s 
troops to Poonah, and of enforcing the complete acknowledg- 
ment of the Peishwa’s authority throughout his immediate pos- 
sessions, and of precluding any attempt of the adherents of 
Scindiah and Holkar to obtain possession of his Highness’s 
person. 

If no accommodation shall take place between Scindiah 
and Holkar, the dissension of those chiefs may afford suffi- 
cient security to the Peishwa to admit of the separation of the 
British army in the field. If, however, the disputes of Scin- 
diah and Holkar should be amicably adjusted, it may be ex- 
pected that Holkar will disband a great part of his ai’my 
(which he is now unable to pay,) unless he should meditate 
offensive measures against the Peishwa, or should prosecute 
his predatory operations within the Nizam’s dominions ; pro- 
vision must accordingly be made to defeat any such views on 
the part of Holkar. 

Whenever the state of affairs shall admit of the separation 
of the troops, they should be so posted as to possess the 
power of effecting a speedy junction (if necessary) with the 
subsidiary forces of Poonah and Hyderabad. For this pur- 
pose, the north-western frontier of Mysore, the southern 
districts ceded by the Peishwa, and the north-western frontier 
of his Highness the Nizam, ought to be maintained in the 
utmost practicable degree of strength. A considerable body 
of Europeans, and a sufficient train of ordnance should re- 
main at Bombay, in order to secure the eventual junction of 
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a body of troops from that presidency with the subsidiary 
force at Poonah. 

The honourable Major-General Wellesley will state to his 
Excellency Lieut-General Stuart his opinion with regard to 
the particular positions in the southern ceded districts, and 
in Mysore, at which it may be advisable to station British 
forces, and to the "extent of such forces, for the purpose 
above stated ; and Major-General Wellesley will also com- 
municate his sentiments to Lieut.-Colonel Stevenson, and to 
the Resident at Hyderabad, with regard to the disposal of 
the subsidiary force of Hyderabad, and of his Highness the 
Nizamis troops, with a view to the same purpose. Of the 
detachment from his Excellency Lieut.-General Stuart’s army 
at present under the command of the honourable Major- 
General Wellesley, six battalions of native infantry, with a 
due proportion of artillery, are to be stationed at Poonah, to 
form the subsidiary force, in conformity to the stipulations of 
the treaty. The European infantry and the remainder of the 
ordnance attached to Major-General Wellesley’s army should 
be directed to proceed to Bombay, and the British cavalry 
should retire to the ceded districts, or to such a position as 
may enable it to join the subsidiary force of Hyderabad, if 
circumstances should appear to render a junction advisable. 

The body of cavalry belonging to the Rajah otMysore, and 
serving under the command of Major-General Wellesley, may^^^ 
either be remanded to Mysore, or employed in such direction 
as toMajor-GeneralWellesley may appear most advisable. 

His Excellency, however, leaves to Major-General Wel- 
lesley a discretionary authority to deviate from the disposition 
of the British forces herein stated, according to the sugges- 
tions of his judgment, regulated by events and circumstances. 

His Excellency confidently expects that when the nature of 
our connection with the Peishwa, and the justice and mode- 
ration of our views with relation to the Mahratta empire 
shall have been sufficiently understood by the Mahratta 
chieftains, the necessity of any extraordinary precautions for 
the security of the late arrangements will cease ; and that the 
system of our alliance under the treaty of Bassein will be 
permanently maintained by the operation of those principles 
which have secured the stability of our present connection 
with the state of Hyderabad. 
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The army under tlie immediate command of his Excellency 
Lieut.-Genei’al Stuart will separate as soon as Major-General 
Wellesley shall have signified to Lieut-General Stuart, that 
the state of affairs in the Mahratta teri'itories will admit of 
that measure, without hazard to the public interests. 

The detachment under the command of Major Irton will 
return into the Company’s territories to such station as the 
Government of Fort St. George shall direct, unless the state 
of affairs in his Highness’s dominions should render the con- 
tinuance of that detachment at Hyderabad, oi its employment 
in other parts of his Highness’s territories, or elsewhere, ex- 
pedient, in the opinion of Major-General Wellesley. 

Bleasures should be adopted at the earliest practicable 
period of time for the occupation of the districts, ceded by 
lub Highness the Peishwa, to the British Government in 
Guzerat, and in the southern division of his territories. 

A force should be detached from the British troops, serving 
in the province of Guzerat, for the purpose of occupying' tlie 
districts ceded to the Company in that province. If the con- 
dition of Guzerat should not permit the adoption of that 
arrangement, a sufficient force should be detached either 
from Surat or Bombay, to be replaced by a part of the force 
under the honourable Major-General Wellesley, or Colonel 
Stevenson. 

The ceded districts southward of Poonah may be occupied 
by a portion of the troops under the command of Major 
General Wellesley, on their return to the southward. In the 
event of the whole of Major General Wellesley’s detachment 
being necessarily employed in other directions, a detachment 
from the army under the immediate command of Lieutenant 
General Stuart must b'* appointed for that service. 

It wall be necessary that the detachments appointed to 
occupy the ceded districts in Guzerat, and to the southward 
respectively, should be of sufficient strength to overcome any 
opposition on the part of the Peishwa’s officers, \vho, in the 
present inefficient stale of the Pei&hwa’s authority may refuse 
to obey his Highness’s orders for the cession of the territo- 
ries under their immediate controul , bat the commanding 
officers of those detachments should be instructed to employ 
every effort to obtain the peaceable surrender of the districts 
horn tlie p(‘rMJn> in clnrge of thcjn. 
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The Government of Bombay will be directed, in concert 
with you and the honourable Major-General Wellesley, to 
appoint the proper ofiScers of collection in the ceded districts 
in Guzerat, and the Government of Fort St, George will be 
directed to pursue the same course with respect to the dis- 
tricts ceded to the southward of Poonah. 

Although these instructions are now stated, the Governor- 
General is aware of the motives which have precluded the 
Government of Fort St. George from taking possession of 
the districts ceded by the Peishwa to the southward of 
Poonah, and his Excellency entirely approves the proceed- 
ings of the Government of Fort St. George in that respect. 

I am directed to suggest to you the expediency of consi- 
dering the means of inducing the Peishwa to compensate to 
the British Government for the loss incurred by the delay of 
the proposed cessions to the southward of Poonah. It may, 
indeed, be questionable whether the Peishwa might not now 
be induced to substitute in place of the cessions (to the south- 
ward of Poonah) contained in the treaty of Bassein, territo- 
ries more conveniently situated, and more easy of occupation. 
You will direct your particular attention in concert with 
General Wellesley to this point, and you will advert to the 
possibility of obtaining a cession of territory for this purpose, 
either in the Kokun or in Bundlecund.* 

You will be pleased to communicate this despatch to the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley. His Excellency the 
Governor-General desires that Major-General Wellesley will 
consider this despatch to convey to him instructions on those 
arrangements described in it, which depend upon him for 
their accomplishment. 

Copies of this despatch will also be transmitted to the Go- 
vernments of Fort St. George and Bombay, to his Excellency 
Lieut.-General Stuart, and to the Residents at Hyderabad, 
and with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for their information and 
guidance. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

N. B. Edmonstone, 

Sec. to Government. 

* A territory in Bundlecuncl estimated at the value of 36,10,000 Rs. 
wat» nltiiuatelv # 2 fiven in exchunijc agreeably to this suggestion. 
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No. XXXI. 

N B. Edmonstone^ Esq Secretary to Government^ to Colonel CollinSy Resi- 
dent at the Court of Dowlut Rao Sctndmh. 

Sir, Fort William, June 3rd, 1803. 

In my letter of the 5th of May I had the honour to trans- 
mit to you, by the orders of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-General, a document containing the general 
heads of his Excellency’s instructions on the subject of a 
representation to be made to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the 
purpose of inducing that chieftain to re-cross the Nerbudda, 
and to return to his dominions in Hindostan. I am now di- 
rected to communicate to you the following detailed observa- 
tions and instructions for the regulation of your conduct in 
the present crisis of affairs. 

While Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued at the head of a 
powerful army in the vicinity of Poonah, and maintained in 
the Mahratta state the ascendancy which he had acquired by 
his successful rebellion against the authority of the Peishwa, 
and while the result of the measures adopted by the British 
Government, at the solicitation of the Peishwa, for his High- 
ness’s restoration to the musnud of Poonah continued in sus- 
pense, Dowlut Rao Scindiah would have discharged his duty 
as a feudatory chieftain of the Mahratta empire, in directing 
the exertion of his power to the extinction of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar s rebellion, and to the support of the supreme execu- 
tive authority of the state, and the co-operation of his army 
with the British troops might have been eventually necessary 
for that purpose. But Scindiah having in fact made no 
effort against the power of Holkar, and the approach of the 
British army ’towards Poonah having induced Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar to abandon his design of effecting a revolution in the 
Peishwa’s government, and to retire with his troops from 
that capital, and the promptitude and energy of our opera- 
tions having secured the restoration of the Peishwa to his 
legitimate authority without the aid of Scindiah, the prose- 
cution of that chieftain’s march to Poonah, for the purpose 
either of supporting the cause of the Peishwa, or of pro- 
viding for the security of hu own })ower and dominions 
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against the ambitious projects of Jeswunt Rao Holkar is 
now become unnecessary, and under these circumstances, 
the perseverance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in his intention 
of marching with his army to Poonah, can have no other ob- 
ject than the subversion of the arrangements lately concluded 
between his Highness the Peishwa and the British Govern- 
ment, and the re-establishment of his own usurped ascend- 
ancy in the state of Poonah. 

His Excellency bears in mind the formal declaration of 
Scindiah in his conference with you on the 24th of March, 
1803, after being apprized of the conclusion of a treaty of 
defensive alliance between the Peishwa and the British Go- 
vernment, that he had no intention to obstruct the comple- 
tion of that arrangement, but the subsequent conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the information which his Excel- 
lency has received from your despatches, and from various 
other quarters of a projected confederacy between that chief- 
tain, the Rajah of Berar and Jeswunt Rao Holkar ajffbrd 
reason to doubt the sincerity of that declaration. His Excel- 
lency, therefore, deems it necessary to endeavour to preclude 
the adoption of any designs on the part of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, of a nature hostile to the British interests, by re- 
quiring Scindiah either to return with his troops to the north- 
ward of the Nerbudda, or to afford some other unequivocal 
proof of his intention to refrain from any attempt to disturb 
the arrangement concluded between the British Government 
and his Highness ; and I am accordingly directed to commu- 
nicate to you the following observations and instructions for 
the regulation of your conduct on this occasion conformably 
to the note which you have already received, under date the 
5th ultimo. 

Any design on the part of Scindiah to aim at the subver- 
sion of the late arrangement, must be supposed to originate 
either in an apprehension that it is directed to objects inju- 
rious to his just rights and independence, and to the general 
interests of the Mahratta empire, or in an impatience of that 
effectual control to which his ambitious and unwarrantable 
projects are subjected by the provisions of the alliance con- 
cluded with his Highness the Peishwa. With a view to re- 
move from Scindiah’s mind any erroneous impression with 
regard to the real objects of that alliance, and to convince 
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]iim of the justice and moderation of our views, his Excel- 
lency directed you in my note of the 5th ultimo to communi- 
cate to Scindiah the whole of the treaty of Bassein, and 
explain to that chief, in the fullest manner, the general prin- 
ciples on which it is founded, and the just and moderate 
views to which it is directed. You were authorized at the 
same time, if Scindiah should desire it, to furnish him with a 
copy of the treaty. You will state to Scindiah that the uni- 
form object of the endeavours of the Governor-General has 
been to establish a permanent foundation of general tranquil- 
lity in India, by securing to every state the free enjoyment of 
its just rights and independence, and by frustrating every 
project calculated to disturb the possessions, or to violate the 
rights of the established powers of Hindostan or of the 
Deccan. You will observe to Scindiah that the treaty of 
Bassein is founded on the application of this general princi- 
ple to the circumstances of his Highness the Peishwa’s situa- 
tion and government, and you will particularly explain to 
Scindiah that, while the treaty of Bassein established his 
Highness the Peishwa in the full and independent exercise 
of his legitimate authority in the Mahratta state, it provides 
the most effectual security for the preservation of the respec- 
tive interests and possessions of all the Mahratta chieftains 
within the limits of their separate dominions and authorities ; 
that the treaty being exclusively of a defensive nature, im- 
poses no restraint upon any state or power which shall re- 
spect the rights and possessions of the British Government 
and of its allies, and that no right or power to interfere in 
the internal concerns of any of the Mahratta chiefs can be 
derived from the stipulations of that treaty beyond the limits 
of the Peishwa’s legitimate authority, to maintain which is 
equally the duty of his Highness’s subjects, feudatories, and 
allies. Finally, you will endeavour to convince Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, that in concluding the late alliance with his High- 
ness the Peishwa, the objects of the Governor-General are 
to secure the British dominions and those of our ally the 
Nizam from the dangers of contiguous anarchy and confu- 
sion, to fulfil the duties of friendship towards our ally the 
Peishwa, and to provide at the same time for the safety of 
the several branches of the Mahratta empire, without dis- 
turl;>ing the constitutional form of the state, and without 
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aflfecting the legitimate independence of its feudatory chief- 
taibs ; and that this course of policy must tend to strengthen 
the bonds of amity and alliance with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
as well as with every other branch of the Mahratta power. 

It will be proper that you should point out to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah those stipulations of the treaty of Bassein which 
contain an explicit disavowal of any intention on the part 
either of his Highness the Peisliwa, or of the British Govern^ 
ment, to molest any of the Mahratta chieftains who shall not 
place himself in the condition of a public enemy by the adop- 
tion of measures hostile to the rights and interests of the 
British Government and its allies. 

Although it may not be difficult to convince Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah of the justice and moderation of our views in con- 
cluding the late alliance with the Peishwa^ and to remove 
from his mind all apprehension of danger to the security of 
his legitimate rights and independence from the operation of 
the treaty of Bassein, it is not to be expected that he will be 
immediately disposed to subscribe cordially to an arrange- 
ment by which the prosecution of his known projects of am-' 
bition will be effectually controlled, and his ascendancy in 
the state of Poonah will be permanently excluded. You will 
observe to Scindiah, however, that his ascendancy at Poonah 
had, in fact, been annihilated by the success of Holkar be- 
fore Scindiah applied for the interposition of the British 
power, and that the success of Holkar had at the same time 
greatly endangered the existence of Scindiah as a power in 
India. If, therefore, in the restoration of the Peishwa to his 
Plighness’s legitimate authority, a due restraint has been im- 
posed on the usurpations of Scindiah, as well as on those of 
Holkar, upon the established supreme power of the Mahratta 
empire ; Scindiah should he taught to reflect that by sub- 
mitting to this sacrifice he will acquire additional security to 
his owi' legitimate power, and that be has already derived 
the preservation of a considerable part of his dominions from 
the check wdiich has been opposed to the progress of Hol- 
kar’s arms. 

You will he prepared to oppose any arguments founded on 
Scindiah’s alleged rights and privileges, as a branch of the 
Mahratta empire, by which Scindiah may contest the right of 
the Peibhwa to conclude political engagements with the Bri- 
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tish Government, or with any foreign power, without the pre- 
vious consent and concurrence of the feudatory chieftains, or 
may endeavour to justify his interference in the late arrange- 
ments, or assert a right to participation in the future admi- 
nistration of the Peishwa’s afPairs. 

Under the instructions of his Excellency the Governor- 
General you have already successfully combated the princi- 
ple assumed by Dowlut Rao Scindiah that, as guarantee to 
the treaty of Salbye,^ his previous consent to the engagements 
between the British Government and the Peishwa should 
have been obtained* No such principle can, in his Excel- 
lency’s judgment, be maintained by any arguments derived 
either from the original constitution of the Mahratta empire, 
or from the actual practice of the several chieftains ocunpesing 
the Mahratta confederacy. The exclusive right of coia^dkg 
treaties and engagements vrith foreign states, not of a nature" 
to compromise the separate rights and interests of the feuda- 
tory chieftains of the empire, must be considered to be inhe- 
rent in the supreme executive authority of the Mahratta 
state, and it may be a question whether the Peishwa, acting 
in the name and under the ostensible sanction of the nominal 
head of the empire, might not conclude treaties which shall 
be obligatory upon the subordinate chiefs and feudatories 
without their concurrence. But even under a contrary sup- 
position, it would be absurd to regulate any political question 
by the standard of a constitution which time and events have 
entirely altered or dissolved. The late Mahajee Scindiah 
and his successor Dowlut Rao have uniformly exercised the 
powers of independent dominion by making war on the neigh- 
bouring states, by concluding engagements with them, and 
by regulating the whole system of their internal administra- 
tion without the participation or previous consent of the 
Peishwa, whose supremacy, however, both Mahajee Scindiah 
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah have uniformly acknowledged. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah, therefore, cannot, even on the sup- 

* Treaty of peace, friendship, and alliance, concluded with the Peish- 
wa, Madhou Row, through the mediation and under the guarantee of 
Dowlut Rao ScindiaVs predecessor Mahajee Scindiah at Salbye in 1782, 
Neither the treaty nor the guarantee wasy or, from the nature of the stipu- 
lations, could be hereditary ; moreover, the state of things to which those 
stipulations refer had long been obsolete. 
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posed principles of the original constitution^ deny the right of 
the Peishwa to conclude his late engagements with the British 
Government independently of his concurrence, without im- 
peaching the validity of his own proceedings and those of 
his predecessor ; nor can he, according to the more admissi- 
ble rules derived from practice and prescription, justly refuse 
to admit the exercise of those independent rights of dominion 
on the part of the Peishwa, which both Scindiah and his pre- 
decessor assumed in a condition of acknowledged subordina- 
tion to his Highness’s permanent authority. 

The Rajah of Berar is known to entertain pretensions to 
the authority of the Sahoo Rajah,* and on the accession of a 
Peishwa, he is admitted to the privilege of investing the 
Peishwa with a khelaut. Under these circumstances, the 
Rajah of Berar’s acknowledgement of subordination to the 
paramount authority of the Peishwa may be doubted. But 
while the Peishwa continues to exercise that authority in his 
capacity of representative of the Sahoo Rajah, the Rajah of 
Berar, cannot possess the right of controlling the Peishwa’s 
actions. 

In proportion as the Rajah of Berar disclaims the supre- 
macy of the Peishwa, he has less right to interfere in any 
degree in the Peishwa’s concerns. The Peishwa must be 
considered by the Rajah of Berar, either as the representa- 
tive of the Rajah of Berar’s paramount Sovereign, or as an 
independent state, in amity with thcT Rajah of Berar, or as a 
power acknowledged by every other state in India, but which 
it is the secret design of the Rajah of Berar to subvert, with 
a view to supersede its authority for his own aggrandizement. 
In any of these cases, and more especially in the last, the 
other powers of India cannot admit the right of the Rajah of 
Berar to control the Peishwa’s intercourse with other states, 
unless the Peishwa shall attempt to injure the independence 
of the Rajah of Berar 

The arguments stated in the preceding paragraphs are 
equally applicable to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s assumption of 

* The nominal head of the Mahratta empire, kept in dose confinement, 
although treated with all the outward forms of sovereignty. At the dose 
of the war of 1817-18 he was invested by the British Government with the 
sovereignty of an extensive territory in the ancient capital of Sattarah, the 
place of his anterior confinement. 
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a right to interfere in any manner in the arrangement con- 
cluded between the British Government and the Peishwa, 
or in the future administration of his Highness’s affairs; 
such interference is incompatible with the complete and 
effectual operation of our engagements with his Highness, 
and the right to secure their due operation, is necessarily 
combined with the right to contract them. 

Scindiah cannot justly deny the right of the Peishwa and 
of the British Government to conclude the terms of a defen- 
sive alliance without his previous consent, nor claim the right 
of interfering in the arrangement or in the future adminis- 
tration of the Peishwa’s affairs on the groimds of his having 
employed his arms and resources in the ^port of the 
Peishwa’s cause. ^ 

Scindiah did not originally take up arms for the defence of 
the Peishwa. He had long been engaged in a contest with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, whose frequent successes and in- 
creasing power menaced the security of Scindiah’s dominion, 
and the unsuccessful resistance which the forces of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah opposed to those of Holkar in the vicinity of 
Poonah was merely a continuation of the contest. The ef- 
forts of Scindiah to check the progress of Holkar’s arms 
were necessary for the preservation of his own power, and 
the object of his exertions was hot changed by the danger to 
which the state of Poonah was exposed by the approach of 
Holkar to that capital: The preservation of Scindiah’s 
usurped ascendancy in'the state of Poonah, and the security 
of his own dominion, which would have been more than ever 
endangered by the establishment of Holkar at the capital of 
Poonah, rendered the protection of the person and govern- 
ment of the Peishwa an object of individual interest to Scin- 
diah, and the same motives must be supposed to have influ- 
enced his subsequent operations. His exertions, however, 
have not contributed in any degree to the Peishwa’s restora- 
tion. Aware of the doubtful issue of a further contest with 
the arms of Holkar, Scindiah solicited the co-operation of 
the British power, and continued in a state of inactivity at a 
considerable distance from the scene of action. The energy, 
promptitude, and power of the British Government were the 
exclusive causes which compelled Jeswunt Rao Holkar to 
abandon his design of subverting the dominion of the Peishwa 



1803. 


COLONEL COLLINS. 


127 


and of establishing his own authority upon its rums, and to 
retire from Poonah ; deprived him of the means of supporting 
his military power, and secured the restoration of the Peishwa 
to his capital and government ; and to these seasonable and 
arduous exertions of the British power, Scindiah is absolutely 
indebted for the present secure possession of his dominion. 

The combined result of all these facts and arguments is, 
that the interposition of the British power for the restoration 
of the Peishwa, and the conclusion of the late alliance with the 
State of Poonah, is not only warrantable upon every princi- 
ple of justice, and the law of nations, but indispensably ne- 
cessary for the preservation of the integrity of the Mahratta 
empire, and to the security of the legitimate rights and 
interests of its respective branches, and especially of Scindiah. 
That those rights and interests are elFectually secured by the 
terms of the alliance, and consequently that any attempt on 
the part of any state or chieftain, to disturb the operation of 
the treaty of Bassein, may justly be considered to be an act 
of hostility against the British Government. 

Under all these circumstances we possess an undoubted 
right to require that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should afford the 
most unequivocal proofs of his resolution to abstain from the 
adoption of any measures, which we may deem to be calcu- 
lated to impede the accomplishment of the late arrangements 
in the Mahratta state. 

The most satisfactory evidence of that intention would be 
the immediate return of Scindiah to his dominions, north of 
the Nerbuddah, and if the report of an accommodation of 
differences between that chieftain, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
be well founded, Scindiah cannot reasonably object to comply 
with your requisition for that purpose. Scindiah may how- 
ever maintain, that his continuance to the southward of that 
river is necessary for the purpose of opposing the hostile 
designs of Holkar, or for adjusting the terms of an accommo- 
dation with that chieftain. In either of those events, your 
own judgment, and the knowledge which you will possess of 
the actual state of affairs in the Mahratta territory to the 
southward of the Nerbuddah, will enable you in concert with 
Major-General Wellesley, and with Colonel Close, to deter- 
mine whether this objection is well founded, or whether it is 
stated merely as a pretext for Scindiah’s refusal to comply 
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with your requisition. In the latter case, you will distinctly 
explain to Scindiah, that his continuance in that position 
without any other apparent motive connected with the security 
of his just rights, and with the exigency of his affairs, can 
only be considered to indicate designs injurious to the com- 
bined interests of the British Government, and its allies, and 
w31 render necessary the immediate adoption of the most 
active measures to compel his return within the limits of his 
northern dominions. 

If Scindiah should he sincerely desirous of effecting an 
accommodation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, you will offer the 
mediation of the British Government for that purpose, con- 
sulting with Major-General Wellesley, and with Colonel Close, 
respecting the terms of any such accommodation. 

If it should appear to you that any important interests of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah would be exposed to hazard by his 
immediate return towards Hindostan, you are at liberty to 
recede from this requisition, provided that Scindiah shall 
afford some other unequivocal proof of his determination to 
refrain from any attempt to obstruct the complete operation 
of the treaty of Bassein, and that proof shall be satisfactory 
to Major-General Wellesley, and to Colonel Close, with whom 
you will communicate fully on this subject ; but it will be 
proper to apprize Scindiah that his proceeding to Poonah 
under any pretext whatever, excepting the express permission 
of his Highness the Peishwa approved by the British Go- 
vernment, will infallibly involve him in hostilities with the 
British power. If Scindiah should be permitted by the 
Peishwa, Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Close, to 
proceed to Poonah, Scindiah must not be accompanied by 
any number of troops exceeding the strength of a reasonable 
escort of state. If Scindiah should urge the necessity of his 
proceeding to Poonah, for the purpose of adjusting any 
demands which he may have on the Peishwa, you will inform 
him that the British Government is ready to arbitrate such 
demands on principles of justice and equity, and that under 
that proffered security for the equitable adjustment of his 
claims, his proceeding to Poonah in person for that purpose, 
is neither necessary nor admissible. 

The repeated information which his Excellency the Gover- 
nor-General has received of a projected confederacy between 



1803. 


COLONEL COLLINS. 


m 


Scindiah^ the Rajah of Berar, and Jeswimt Rao Holkar, 
renders it necessary in his Excellency's judgment^ that Scin- 
diah should be required either to disavow such intended 
confederacy, or distinctly to declare the object of it. 

If Scindiah should avow that design, or should declare liis 
intention to march for the purpose of meeting the Rajah, 
of Berar, without affording a satis&ctory explanation witli 
regard to the object of that proceeding, or if you should 
obtain authentic intelligence of any such design on the part 
of Scindiah, and-4f he should not afford you a satisfactory 
explanation according to the spirit of these instructions, you 
will intimate to Scindiah, that in the actual situation of affairs 
the'iBritisIi Government will be justified in considering that 
proceeding to be directed to purposes hostile to its interests, 
and those of its allies, and will be compelled to adopt corres- 
ponding measures of precaution and defence ; and you will 
signify to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that his intended interview 
with Ragojee Bhoousla will not be considered as a sufficient 
plea for postponing his return to Hindustan, unless preceded 
by the most satisfactory proofs of the pacific designs of those 
chieftains. You will infonn Scindiah, that his Excellency 
the Governor-General has addressed a representation in the 
spirit of these instructions to the Rajah of Berar, and has 
expressed to that chieftain his resolution to anticipate any 
sinister project on his part, with the utmost degree of promp- 
titude and alacrity. 

You will also require firom Scindiah an explanation with 
regard to the object of any confederacy meditated, or con- 
cluded between him and Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

You are already in possession of the instructions of the 
Governor-General for the eventual negotiation of the terms 
of a defensive alliance with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. It will 
be proper on this occasion to renew the Govemor-GeneraFs 
propositions to Scindiah for that purpose, informing him, 
that his Excellency is disposed either to admit him as a 
contracting party to the treaty of Bassein, or to conclude 
a separate subsidiary alliance with him, and stating to 
him the manifest advantages to the stability of his go- 
vernment, and to the prosperity of his affairs, which the 
proposed connection is calculated to secure. But if the 
dictates of an erroneous policy should induce Scindiah to 

\OL. Ill, K 
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reject those proposals, you will assure him that the British 
Government will not be offended at his refusal, that he is at 
liberty to remain entirely unconnected with the British power, 
and that this government will continue to maintain the rela- 
tions of amity and peace, which have so long subsisted between 
the two states, and to abstain from any attempt to injure his 
rights, or control his independence, unless the circumstances 
of his conduct should compel the British Government to 
pursue an opposite course of measures. You will at the same 
time apprize Scindiah of the determined resolution of the 
Governor-General to resist with the full force and energy 
of the British power, any attempt on his part, or on that 
df any other power, or state, to obstruct the operation of 
the treaty of Bassein, or to injure the interests of the Bri- 
tish Government, or of its allies, and that the formation of any 
confederacy or the prosecution of any military operations on 
the part of Scindiah, in opposition to the repeated remon- 
strances of the British Government, will compel the adoption 
of measures of precaution on our part on every boundary of 
Scindiah’s dominions. 

The first pledge of Scincliah’s amicable intention, even if 
he should be disposed to accede to the treaty of Bassein, 
must be his immediate return to the northward of the Nur- 
buddah, excepting under the circumstances stated in the 
first paragraph of this despatch ; you will however, be parti- 
cularly cautious in regulating your conduct by the tenor of any 
of those exceptions, which have been admitted by the Gover- 
nor-General, rather for the purpose of removing any undue 
obstacle to the exercise of your discretion under any local 
exigency which may arise, than from any expectation that 
Scindiah can aflPord the British Government any satisfactory 
security for his pacific disposition, while he shall remain with 
an army to the southward of the Nurbuddah. The expedi- 
ency of Scindiah’s return to the northward may be enforced 
by an exposition of the danger to which Scindiah’s dominion 
and possessions will be exposed, by his perseverance in a 
system of policy which must be considered to be hostile to 
the British Government and its allies. 

The nature of the existing connection between the honour- 
able Company, and his Highness the J^izam, is so well known 
to Scindiah, that he must be aware of the consequences of any 
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aggression against that ally of the British Government, but it 
may be proper to remind Scindiah on this occasion, that any 
attack on the territories of his Highness will be considered 
to be an act of hostility against the British Government, and 
will be resented with the whole force of the British power. 

His Excellency the Governor-General confidently expects, 
that the amicable representations which you are instructed 
to make to Scindiah, will convince that chief of the justice 
and moderation of our views in concluding the late alliance 
with his Highness the Peishwa, and will induce him to refrain 
from the adoption of any measure directed to the subversion 
of that alliance, and injurious to the rights and interests of 
the British Government and its allies. 

Scindiah must be sensible of the peculiar disadvantages 
under which he would enter upon a contest with the British 
arms, although supported by the combined power of the 
Rajah of Berar, and of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and must be 
aware that his temerity in provoking the resentment of4he 
British Government must expose to imminent hazard the 
existence of his own power. 

You have already been furnished with a copy of his Ex- 
cellency the Governor-General’s detailed instructions to the 
resident at Poonah, and you will have been apprized by those 
instructions of the precautiohary measures vrhich have been 
adopted with a view to eventual hostilities with Scindiah, 
Holkar, or the Rajah of Berar. 

Copies of these instructions will be transmitted to the 
Honourable Major-General Wellesley, and to the Residents 
at Poonah, and Hyderabad, you will be careful to apprize 
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief at Cawnpore, from 
time to time, of the temper and disposition of Scindiah, and 
of the effect of the remonstrances which you have been di- 
rected to address to that chief. 

You will receive by this despatch from the Persian depart- 
ment, a letter which his Excellency the Governor-General has 
thought proper to address to Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 
present occasion, you will deliver that letter to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah at such time as you may judge most advisable. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

N. B. Edmonstone, 

Sec. to Government, 
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(Enclosure.) 

7%e Marquess Wellesley to Dmolut Mao Scindtah, 

Port WHllam, June 3, 1803 

I have received the satisfactory intelligence of his Highness the Peish- 
wa’s actual restoration to the mosnud of Poonah, under the protection of 
the British power, and in conformity to the treaty of defensive alliance 
concluded at Bassein between his Highness and the British Government 

You have long since been apprized of the general nature of the engage- 
ments concluded with his Highness the Peisliwa ; and I received with great 
satisfaction from Colonel Collins the information of your entire concur- 
rence in the expediency and wisdom of the measures undertaken by the 
British Government for his Highness’s restoration, accompanied by a de- 
clared intention on your part to abstain from any measures calculated to 
obstruct the completiou of the arrangements established under the treaty 
of Bassein. 

Tliis resolution manifested your wisdom as well as your good faith. And 
your declaration to Colonel Collins was conformable to the principles ot 
prudence and poHcy which dictated your direct application contaii^ed in 
your letter, received 13th of December, 1802, for the co-operalion of the 
British power for the purpose of restoring his Highness the Peishwa to the 
musnud. 

With this experience of your public declarations, and in possession of 
your authentic letters under voiir signature ami «e d, I am disposed to dis- 
credit the reports which have reached me,of the formation of a confederacy 
between you, the Raj<ih of Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar, diiected to the 
subversion of the arrangements concluded at Bassein ; nor can I tiedit the 
rumour of your supposed iutentiou to meet the Rajah of Bci ar on the 
frontier of his Highness the Nizam’s dominions, in order to concei t, with 
tliat chieftain, the measures to be adopted tor the purpose of defeating the 
treaty lately concluded between the British Government and his Highnesb 
the Peishwa. The credit of these reports is, however, iii some degree sus- 
tained by the information which I have received of your having actually 
inarched in the direction of the Nizam’s frontier, and of the Rajah of 
Berar having entered his tents with a design of meeting you. 

Compelled reluctantly to direct my attention to reports, of which I still 
hope that you will enable me to detect the falsehood, the obligations of 
friendsiup, as weU as the laws of prudence and precaution require, that I 
should declare to you, without reserve, my sentiments and resolutions in 
the event of your actually entertaining the design of interfering between 
the British Government and any of its allies, especially the Nizam or the 
Peishwa, or of violating the rights or possessions of the Company, or of 
any state connected with it by alliance or friendship. The interposition 
of the British power for the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the 
mwnad, and the arrangements concluded between lus Highness and the 
British Government, in no degree disturb your just rights and authority, 
or the general interests and prosperity of the Maliratta empiic Before 
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this despatch can reach yon, you will have been apprized of the full extent 
of the engagements concluded between his Highness the Peishwa and the 
British Government, by the treaty ofBassein. An examination of the 
articles of the treaty will demonstrate the justice, moderation, and honour- 
able policy of those engagements ; and a review of the late transactions on 
the Mahratia empire will be sufficient to convince you that the interpo- 
sition of the aid of the British Government for the restoration of his High- 
ness the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, far from having a tendency to 
subvert the order of the Mahratta state, afforded the only means of avert- 
ing confusion, and of providing for the future security and tranquillity of 
every branch of the Mahratta power. 

The success of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had completely established the as- 
cendency of his power in the Mahratta state , and his views have been 
demonstrated by his attempt to destroy the Peishwa’s government, and to 
assume the entire authority of the Mahratta empire. You must acknow- 
ledge the danger to which your interests and those of the other Mahratta 
chieftains vveie exposed by the extraordinary success of Jeswunt Rao Hol- 
kar. In the moment of his victory your prudence and wisdom foresaw 
the approaching ruin of your own power ; and in the persuasion that the 
progress of his success must destroy your dominions, you solicited and 
obtained the powerful and seasonable aid of the British Government. The 
Mahratta empire and your power have been preserved by the timely inter- 
position of the British Government, at a moment when the distance of 
your army from the scene of action precluded the possibility of any effec- 
tual aid from you 

The aiiangements connected with the interposition of the British 
Government have effected the restoration, and provided for the future 
stability of the Peishwa’s just authbrity, and have afforded additional 
security for the legitimate and separate rights of the feudatory chieftains 
of the empire 

Under the treaty of Bassein those chieftains arc effectually protected 
against any molestation, eithei on the part of his Highness the Peishwa or 
the British Government, unless any chief should place himself in the con- 
dition of a pulilic enemy to the state , at the same time an option is af- 
forded to all the principal chieftains of participating in the defensive 
alliance. 

The constitution of the Main atta state, and the authority of various 
precedents have established the independent right of his Higlmesa the 
Peishwa to contract with foreign powers, all such engagements as shall 
not affect the separate rights and iuteiests of his feudatory chieftains. 
That right is inherent in the supreme executive authority of the Mahratta 
state 

The objects of the treaty of Bassein are to secure the British dominions 
and those of our ally the Nizam fiom the dangers of contiguous anarchy 
and confusion, to fulfil the duties of friendship towards our ally the Pcish- 
wa ; and to provide at the same time for the safety of the several branches 
of the Mahratta empire, without disturbing the constitutional form of the 
state, and without affecting the legitimate independence of its feudatory 
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cliiefta’ms. This course of policy is calculated to streufifthen the bonds of 
amity and alliance with your Government, as well as with every other 
branch of the Mahratta power. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, I deem it necessary to signify to 
you my determined resolution to accomplish the provisions of the treaty 
now concluded with his Highness the Peishwa j any attempt on the part 
of any state or power to obstruct the operation of that treaty, any combi- 
nations among the Mabratta chieftains directed to that purpose, must be 
deemed an act of hostile aggression against the Peishwa and the British 
Government. 

1 have been informed by Colonel Collins that it is your intention to 
proceed with your anny to Pooudh. The original object of your maich to- 
waids that capital having been completely accomphabed by the exertions 
of the British power, the piosecution of your march to Poonah is obviously 
unnec essary for any purpose connected either with your own security, or 
with the interests oi Ins Highness the Peishwa. I shall, therefoie, be ius- 
tified in considering that measuie to be an unequivocal indication of your 
resolution to attempt the subversion ot the late arrangement concluded 
between his Highue&s and the British Government, and in that event the 
British Government will be compelled to adopt raeasuies calculated to 
counteract such unwarrantable designs 

For the same reason, your continuance to the southward of the Nur- 
buddah, at the head of a powerful body of your forces, is equally unneces- 
sary, and IS calculated to excite apprehensions witli regard to the nature 
of your designs I confidently expect, therefore, to leceive early intelli- 
gence of your having commenced your return to the northward of that 
river. 

The British Government is disposed to arbitrate, on principles of equity 
and justice, any demands which you may have on his Highness the Peish- 
wa The settlement of such demands, therefore, cannot he consideied to 
be a justifiable plea for your proceeding to Poouah. The British Goveui- 
meiu is also willing to arbitrate any differences which may subsist between 
you and Jeswuiit Rao Holkar, with whom it is my wish to maintain peace, 
])rovided he shall manifest a disposition to relinquish every inordinate pre- 
icnsion, and to accept reasonable terms of accommodation with the Peish- 
v\», and with the other powers whose dominions he has invaded, and whose 
rights he has violated. 

If the reports of your intention to cuter into a coiifcdeiaey with the 
Kigali of Berar should be well founded, the British Government has a right 
to expect that you mil explain the motives and objects of such a confede- 
racy, with the same degree of candour which I have manifested in com 
muuicating to you the views and inteniions of the British Government, in 
concluding the late arrangements with his Highness the Peishwa. I deem 
it necessary to apprize you that I have addressed to the Rajah of Berar 
rcprebcntalions similar to those contained in this letter. I have expressed 
to that chieftain my solicitude to maintain with him, unimpaired, the re- 
lations of peace and amity ; and I have at the same time communicated to 
him my resolution to resist any attempt, on his part, cither singly, oi com- 
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bined with any other state, to obstruct the full accomplishment of the treaty 
of Bassein. 

I further deem it to be necessary to remind you, that in conformity to 
defensive engagements subsisting between the British Government and 
his Highness the Nizam, any. attack upon his Highness's territories 
must be considered to be an act of aggression against the British Govern- 
ment* 

It is my earnest desire to maintain with you the relations of amity and 
peace : but at the same time it is my determined resolution to resist any 
attempt on your part to violate the rights, or to injure the interests of the 
British Government, or of its allies. 

If a just regard to the real interests and prosperity of your Government 
should dispose you to conclude defensive engagements with the honourable 
Company, similar to those which have been contracted with his Highness 
the Peishwa, I shall be ready to enter into a negociation with you for that 
purpose. The ties of friendship, however, will not be relaxed by your 
resolution to remain unconnected with the powers allied by the^reaties of 
Hyderabad and Bassein. 

Whatever may be your determination with regard to this proposal, I 
shall continue to maintain, with cordial solicitude, the relations of amity 
and peace whith have so long subsisted between the British Government 
and you, unless you shall compel me to pursue a contrary course. I trust to 
your wisdom and good faith, that you will rather endeavour to strengthen 
the ties of amity and good will, than to favour the evil designs of the ene- 
mies of both states, by listening to any counsels adverse to the stability of 
the fiieudship which now happily subsists between us. 

I have instructed Colonel Collins to communicate fully with you on all 
the points stated in this letter, to which I shall anxiously expect to receive 
a speedy and amicable reply. 

(Signed.) Wellesley. 


No. XXXII. 

The Marquess Wellesley to his Highness the Peishwa, 

Fort William, 9th June, 180o. 

I have received with sentiments of the most cordial satis- 
faction, the happy intelligence of your Highness’s return to 
Poonah, and of your restoration to your dominions and 
government, to the free exercise of your independent authority, 
and to the secure enjoyment of your dignity and honour. 
On this prosperous result of your auspicious alliance with 
the British Government, I offer to your Highness my sincere 
congratulations. The happy event of your Highness’s res- 
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torution was proclaimed at this capital by every distinction of 
military honour, and of public rejoicing on the same day, on 
which the intelligence of your return to the city of Poonah 
reached me ; and I have ordered similar demonstrations of joy 
to be manifested at all the principal stations throughout the 
British possessions in India. 

Your Highness has been restored to the musnud of Poonah 
under every circumstance which could tend to provide for the 
efficient exercise of your authority, to secure your dignity 
and independence, and to preclude the return of evils similar 
to those from which your Highness has been happily relieved, 
by the good faith, energy, valour, and power of the British 
councils, and of the British army. 

The situation in which your Highness has been placed since 
your departure from Poonah, has afforded sufficient experience 
of the conduct of your ally, to enable you to form a correct 
judgment of the character and views of the British Govern- 
ment, and of the real advantages which must be derived from 
the treaty of Bassein. Your Highness is therefore prepared 
to receive with the confidence of established friendship, a full 
explanation of the nature and extent of my views and ex- 
pectations, in concluding the late arrangements with your 
Highness, and of the principles which will uniformly regulate 
the conduct of the British Government towards your High- 
ness, and towards every branch of the Mahratta State. My 
endeavours have been anxiously employed for some years 
past, to establish between your Highness, and the British 
Government, such a connexion as might secure the stability 
and efficiency of your Highness’s authority, without injury to 
the rights of your Highness, or to those of the confederate 
chieftains of the Mahratta empire. My efforts for that pur- 
pose were renewed at those seasons of difficulty and danger, 
when your independence was controlled, and when the 
existence of your government was exposed to hazard, by the 
violence, rapacity and ambition of your feudatory chieftains. 
Had your Highness then assented to the moderate and salu- 
tary proposition which I offered to your acceptance, you 
could not have been exposed to the disastrous event by which 
your Highness was expelled from Poonah, by which your 
authority was subverted, your person endangered, and your 
country, and your capital abandoned to devastation and 
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plunder. Your Highness is now convinced, that the powerful 
alliance, which, if seasonably formed, would have averted that 
calamity, afforded the only means of repairing its injurious 
consequences, by restoring your Highness to the free exercise 
of your authority in the state, and to the full enjoyment of 
your rights, dignity and independence. 

Maha Rajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah could not easily have 
subdued Jeswunt Rao Holkar, whose troops had recently 
defeated the united armies of your Highness, and of Scindiah, 
and your Highness’s experience of the control exercised 
over your authority by Dowlut Rao Scindiah must have con- 
vinced you, that even the success of Scindiah’s arms against 
the rebel, and your Highness’s return to the musnud of 
Poonah, under the protection of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, would 
have been followed by an humiliating subjection of your 
dignity and power, to the control of one of your Highness’s 
feudatories and servants. 

In the most desperate crisis of your Highness’s affairs, I 
renewed my former proposition to your Highness with the 
same limited views and equitable intentions to which it was 
originally directed. W ithout awaiting your Highness’s assent 
to the articles of the proposed alliance, I immediately adopted 
the most active measures for the protection of your High- 
ness’s person, and for the restoration of your authority ; and 
your Highness has remarked with satisfaction, the rapid and 
judicious movement of the British army under Major-General 
Wellesley, and the extraordinary effort by which that gallant 
and skilful officer saved your capital from destruction. The 
conduct of the British Government on this occasion, manifests 
the sincerity of my regard for your Highness’s welfare, as 
well as the justice and moderation of my views. Reflecting 
on these circumstances, your Highness will rely on the sta- 
bility of the alliance which you have wisely formed, and on 
the good faith, equity, and magnanimity of the powerful 
government which I represent. 

My object is to establish a permanent foundation of general 
tranquillity in India, by securing to every state the free enjoy- 
ment of its just rights and independence, and by frustrating 
every project calculated to disturb the possessions, or to 
violate the rights of the established powers of Hindostan, or 
of the Deccan. 



138 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO 


June, 


My propositions to your Highness were founded on the 
application of this general principle to the circumstances of 
your Highness’s situation and government, and the stipulations 
of the treaty of Bassein have been framed exclusively with a 
view to maintain the general tranquillity of India, by prevent- 
ing the destruction of your power, and by securing your just 
rights from violence and usurpation. 

Under the treaty of Bassein, your Highness is restored to 
the exercise of your legitimate power, on the foundation of 
the support of the British Government; the Company is 
pledged to protect your Highness’s dominions from any en- 
croachment, either on the part of your feudatory chieftains, 
or of any foreign power, at the same time the most effectual 
security is provided for the preservation of the respective 
interests, and possessions of all the Mahratta chieftains, within 
the limits of their separate dominions and authorities. The 
late treaty being exclusively of a defensive nature, imposes no 
restraint upon any state or power, which shall respect the 
rights and possessions of the British Government and its 
allies, nor can any right or power to interfere in the internal 
concerns of any of the Mahratta chiefs be derived from the 
stipulations of that treaty, beyond the limits of your Highness’s 
legitimate authority, to maintain which is equally the duty of 
your subjects, feudatories, and allies. 

The presence of the subsidiary force at Poonah will enable 
your Highness to enforce a due submission to your authority 
within your immediate dominions, and your Highness is en- 
titled to command the exertion of the whole British power, 
in the event of any emergency, which may require the aid of 
the Company, for the protection and defence of your govern- 
ment and possessions. 

It is neither consistent with the principle, nor necessary to 
the objects of the treaty, that the British Government should 
exercise any interference in the internal affairs of your High- 
ness’s immediate government of a nature injurious to your 
dignity and independence. The amicable right of mediation 
which the British Government derives from the treaty of 
Bassein, is manifestly necessary to the effectual operation of 
that general guarantee which constitutes a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the alliance, and which is equally essential to the 
preservation of your Highness’s legitimate authority, and to 
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the security of the just rights and interests of other states. 
It is not the intention of the British Government to claim the 
exercise of the right of mediation^ excepting in cases expressly 
warranted by the treaty of Bassein, or in those cases in which 
the British mediation has been rendered necessary by the 
measures adopted for the restoration of your Highness to the 
musnud of Poonah. Your Highness has justly appreciated 
the zeal, ability and success of the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley, in obtaining the co-operation of several of your 
Highness’s southern Jageerdars for the support of your 
Highness’s cause, and in securing their future attachment to 
your Highness'’s Government. 

I received with great satisfaction from Lieut.-Colonel Close, 
the information of your Highness’s declared resolution to 
distinguish by your favour, those among your Jageerdars, 
who on the faith of Major-General Wellesley’s assurances 
have manifested their attachment to your Highness’s cause, 
and I am happy to learn that your Highness had adopted 
measures for conciliating the general body of your subordinate 
Chiefs and Jageerdars, — your Highness must be sensible that 
the complete consolidation of your authority, must depend in 
a considerable degree upon the success of the measures which 
you may- adopt, for the purpose of securing the attachment 
and duty of your subordinate Chiefs and Jageerdars. On 
this consideration I found a confident expectation that your 
Highness will readily admit the advice and mediation of the 
British Government in fulfilling the equitable claims, and in 
establishing the just rights and privileges of that class of your 
subjects. 

The stipulation of the treaty which requires that your 
Highness should neither commence nor pursue any negotia- 
tions with any other state whatever without previous commu- 
nication with the British Government, is obviously essential 
to the consolidation of the friendship of the two states ; and 
it is a necessary consequence of the identity of interests esta- 
blished between your Highness and the British Government 
by the late alliance. 

I have now stated to your Highness the utmost limit of my 
views and intentions in concluding the treaty of Bassein, and 
I trust that your Highness will be satisfied that the alliance 
ib calculated to sccuie your Highness’s just authority, dig- 
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nity, and independence, to preserve your dominions from 
internal anarchy and external danger, and to promote the 
happiness and tranquillity of your subjects, and the general 
prosperity of your government. 

Your Highness cannot fail to have remarked the advan- 
tages enjoyed by his Highness the Nizam since the conclu- 
sion of engagements with the British Government, similar to 
those which have now been contracted with your Highness, 
While the independent authority of the Nizam over his sub- 
jects, and the internal order of his dominions and government 
have been considerably improved, the power and importance 
of the Court of Hyderabad among the states of India have 
been greatly augmented by the Nizam’s connection with the 
British Government. 

The vigilance and exertions of the British power, under 
the obligations of the treaty of Hyderabad, have been, on 
various occasions, successfully employed in suppressing the 
evils of internal commotion, and in protecting the Nizam’s 
dominions from the encroachments and ambitious projects of 
external enemies ; under the protection of the British power, 
the government of his Highness the Nizam has enjoyed un- 
interrupted security amidst the distractions and disorders 
which have disturbed the surrounding states of the Deccan, 
and which, if the British protection had been withdrawn 
must have agitated the Nizam’s dominions. Your Highness 
will not fail to contrast the comparative order and regularity 
of the Nizam’s government, under the protecting influence of 
the British powei’, with the confusions which have distracted 
the state of Poonah, and which must have endangei*ed its 
existence, if your Highness had not solicited and obtained 
the powerful and seasonable protection of the British Govern- 
ment, 

Your Highness will also contrast the condition of your 
authority and government, under the oppressive control and 
unwarrantable usurpation of your own chiefs or servants, 
with the freedom and independence of his Highness the 
Nizam’s authority, under the operation of his defensive en- 
gagements w ith the Honourable Company. 

Faithful to the fundamental principles of the treaties sub- 
sisting with the Nizam, the British Government has inva- 
riably limited t]ii' exertion of its pow'cr to the protection of 
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his Highness’s person and government, and has manifested 
an uniform disposition to maintain inviolate the dignity and 
power of the Nizam, and to abstain from any infringement 
of his Highness’s just authority within his own dominions. 

Your Highness will, therefore, be satisfied by an attentive 
observation of the conduct of the British Government towards 
your Highness, towards the Nizam, and towards all our al- 
lies, that in concluding the late alliance with your High- 
ness, my views and intentions have been just, amicable, and 
moderate, that your real and legitimate power is effectually 
secured by this alliance ; and that under the operation of 
your engagements with the British Government, you may 
confidently expect to enjoy that tranquillity and security, 
accompanied by respect and honour, which you have never 
experienced under the oppressive influence of your own sub- 
jects, servants, or feudatory chieftains, and which yon could 
never have attained by the aid of any other state or power. 

My anxious exertions will be employed to maintain the 
alliance between the two states in the spirit of its original 
formation, and to cultivate your Highness’s confidence and 
friendship by every demonstration of zeal for your prosperity 
and happiness, and of respect for your dignity, authority, 
and honour. 

May these sentiments ever continue reciprocal, and may 
the bonds of amity between your Highness and the British 
Government be perpetuated by the mutual experience of an 
united interest, and by the confirmed sense of a common 
benefit to the allies, and to every state interested in the pre- 
servation of general tranquillity, or in the maintenance of a 
just system of harmony and order between the respective 
powers of India! 

Welleslev. 

For further particulars, I refer your Highness to the 
verbal communications of the Resident, Lieut.-Colonel Close. 
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No. XXXIII. 

The Marquees Wellesley to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort Wiliiam, June 20th, 1803. 

In my despatch of the 19th of April, 1803,^ forwarded 
overland, I had the honour to communicate to your honour- 
ble Committee the progress of transactions on the western 
side of the peninsula, to the period of my latest advices, and 
to state my sentiments^ respecting the situation of affairs in 
the Mahratta empire. The Resident at Poonah, in con- 
formity to my instructions, has transmitted to your honour- 
able Committee a narrative of occurrences in the Mahratta 
state to the 15th of May. 

The intelligence of the important event of his Highness 
the Peishwa’s restoration to the exercise of his just authority 
in the Mahratta state, under the protection of the British 
power, must have afforded great satisfaction to your honour- 
able Committee. Every circumstance connected with that 
prosperous event justifies a confident expectation of the com- 
plete and pacific accomplishment of the beneficial objects of 
the late alliance with the Peishwa. 

It is my duty, on this occasion, to express to your honour- 
able Committee the high sense which I entertain of the dis- 
tinguished ability manifested by the honourable Major-Ge- 
neral Wellesley in conducting the British detachment, under 
his command, from the frontier of Mysore to Poonah. 

The documents forming the enclosures to this despatch, f 
and transmitted by the Devaynes^ will aftbrd to your honour- 
able Committee a full view of the considerable military skill 
with which Major-General Wellesley surmounted the diffi- 
culties of his long and arduous march ; and combined the 
various arrangements requisite to secure the supply and 
movement of his army, and the co-operation and junction of 
the troops from Hyderabad and Bombay. Your honourable 
Committee will also observe with pleasure the prudence, 

• See p. 72. 

f Extracts of correspondence with Lord Clive, General Stuart, <Te- 
neral Wellesley, Major Malcolm. [These documents are too voluminous 
to be published; their general contents are, however, sufficiently ex- 
plained by the Governor-General in this letter. — Ed ] 
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address, and temper with which Major-General Wellesley 
conciliated the Mahratta states occupying the countries 
through which he passed, and you will approve the signal 
success with which he composed the various animosities and 
dissensions of the several Mahratta chiefs, and united that 
discordant and turbulent race m the common cause of the 
Peishwa and of the British Government. 

The particular attention of your honourable Committee 
will he directed to the judgment, humanity, and activi y 
manifested by Major-General Wellesley in saving the city of 
Poonah from destruction by the rapid march and seasonable 
arrival of the British troops. This happy event impress.-d 
the inhabitants of that city with the most favourable opinion 
of the British power. It is a circumstance equally honour- 
able to our character, and propitious to our interests in that 
quarter of India, that the first effects of the British influence 
in the Mahratta dominions should have been displayed in 
rescuing the capital of the empire from impending ruin, and 
its inhabitants from violence and rapine. 

It will be satisfactory to your honourable Coniiiiittee to be 
informed that his Highness the Peishwa has expressed the 
utmost degree of admiration in observing the promptiti le, 
energy, and success ot those exertions to ■which his Highness 
is indebted for his restoration to his goieriiment and domi- 
nions; and that the conduct of Major-General Wellesley, 
and of Lieut -Colonel Close, on this occasion, has apparei .ly 
established in his Highness’s mind the most impreit con- 
fidence in the good faith, justice, and power of the British 
Government, and in the valour, skill, and integrity of its 
officers, with e liigh sense of the benefits which his Highness 
must derive from the operation of the ' 'te alliance on every 
branch of his interests and affliiirs. 

From the enclosed copy of mv latest advices from the Iiesi- 
deiit at Poonah,' jour honourable Committee will observe the 
di .position of the Peishwa to conform to the advice and re- 
commendation of the British Government, in the adoption of 

* better t* **^**!! tlie Resident at Poonah, under date 21st of Jtiay, 1S03. 
[It would re several volumes to »ive the whole of the enclosures re- 

in red to b ...e Govei not -Gcnei al in his correspoudence, and transmitted 
bv his Loidsliip to RnnUnd, ihni eonteuts, pnriioit, and tenor, aie tufii- 
nviuh dvtailvd lu the lettei- (.oiumei’tinT mi them —Ed ] 
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every measure necessary to consolidate his Highness’s autho- 
rity, and to accomplish the objects of the treaty of Bassein ; 
and you will find that his Highness s confidence in the British 
Government has been increased, and has received additional 
confirmation by every event which has occurred since his High- 
ness has resorted to our protection for the recovery of his 
rights. 

Although the information contained in Lieut.-Colonel Close’s 
address to your honourable Committee, and the ^enor of my 
latest advices from the courts of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar tend to countenance the rm"'Ours of a 
projected confederacy between those chieftains and Jes^amt 
Rao Holkar, the existence of any such confederacy is still a 
subject of considerable doubt. If any such combination has 
been formed, its object is probably restricted to purposes of 
a defensive nature, without involving an} views of hostility 
towards the British power. The local situation and com- 
parative power and resources of Scindiah and Ragojee 
Bhoousla preclude the apprehension of any attempt of those 
chiefs to subvert the Peisliwa s goi ernment, or the treaty of 
Bassein, at the desperate hazard of a war %\itli the British 
power. The situation of Holkar is precarious and acciden- 
tal ] the instability of the resources of tliat ad\ enturer re- 
duces the continuance of his power to the utmost degree 
of uncertainty, and absolutely deprives him of the means 
of opposing any s}stematic or formidable resistance to the 
operation of our alliance with the state of Poonali. With 
a view, however, to anticipate ever} pc isible contingency, I 
have framed and despatched the instructions and letters 
which are annexed to this despatch, and are noted in ' the 
margin. 

Anxious to furnish the Resident at Poonah and Major- 
General Wellesley woth instructions for the regulation of 
their conduct immediately after the return of the Peishwa to 
Poonah, I have transmitted directions to these officers, in 
a despatch to the former of which a copy is enclosed, f 

That despatch contained a general statement of the prin- 

* I Notes) of iustructioiiti to Colonel Colhiis, and letter of 5tli of IVIay , 
2 lufetiuctions to ditto, 3id of June, see p 120 , 3. Lettei to Scinduil , 
.“ird ot June , 4. Letter to the RftjaU of Berai, 1 3tn of Mav, see p 9'' 

f p 106* 
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ciples on which the late treaty with the Peishwa is founded, 
of the objects to which it is directed, and of the measures 
necessary to be pursued for securing the corapleve operation 
and stability of the alliance between the Company and the 
Mahrattas, I, therefore, deem it sufficient to refer your honour- 
able Committee to that document for information on those 
important points. 

With a vie'w to aid the effect of the representations which 
Lieut.-Colonel Close was instructed in that despatch to ad- 
dress to his Highness the Peishwa, I deemed it to be expedi- 
ent to address a letter to his Highness,* a copy of that letter 
is also annexed to this despatch for the information of your 
honourable Committee. 

Your honourable Committee was informed by Lieut.-Col. 
Close of the exactions levied by Jeswurt Rao Holkar upon 
his Highness the Nizam’s city of Aurungabad, no reason ex- 
ists to countenance an apprehension that these depredations 
on the Nizam’s territory are connected with the supposed 
confederacy between Holkar and Scindiah. Destitute of any 
permanent resources, ‘Holkar is compelled to supply his exi- 
gencies by indiscriminate plunder. It is probable that Hol- 
kar has been induced to levy contributions from Aurungabad 
by the treacherous suggestions of the Nizam’s officer com- 
manding at that station, who is believed to have participated 
in the booty. 

Major-General Wellesley, however, deemed it to be proper 
to direct Lieut.-Colonel Stevenson to advance with the whole 
of the Nizam’s subsidiary force towards Aurungabad for the 
eventual protection of his Highness’s dominions. I have 
lately received information that Holkar has retired with his 
army from the Nizam’s frontier towards the northward. 

The judicious arrangements which Major-General Wel- 
lesley has effected for the disposition of the troops under his 
command ib calculated to meet every exigency of affairs, even 
under the improbable supposition that Scindiah, the Rajah of 
Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar have really entertained de- 
signs of a hostile nature against the British Government or 
its allies. Our early state of preparation, and the formidable 
force which Major-General Wellesley has opposed to every 

• Letter to tke Peishwa, dated 9th of June, p. 135. 

von. III. n 
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possible operation on the part of any or of all those chief- 
tains> must etfcctually deter them from the prosecution of 
war* In the same spirit of seasonable precaution I/ieut.- 
General Stuart has judged it to he expedient to advance the 
army under his iinmeduite command to a position which may 
enable him to co-operate with the troops under Major-General 
Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson. 

My instructions to Colonel Collins, of the 5th of May,^ and 
to Lieut-Colonel Close, of the 7th of May,f together with my 
letter of the 15th of May, to the Rajah of Bcrar,J have pro- 
bably already produced an arrangement of a pacific nature 
wdth all the chiefs of the Mahratta empire, whose formal ac- 
cession to the treaty of Ba..scin has not yet been signified to 
me. The Peishwa having actually resumed his government, 
the stipulations of the treaty have been notified to Scindiah, 
and to the Rajah of Bcrar. The terms of the treaty must 
also have been known to Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar, and as the 
articles of the treaty provide a more effectual security for the 
possessions of Holkar and Scindiah than either could have 
attained under any other arrangement compatible mill the 
existence of the Pcishwa’s power, it may be expected that a 
sense of their own interests will induce those chiefs to acqui- 
esce in the settlement which has been effected at Poonah. 

The depredations which have been committed by Holkar 
on the territories of the Nizam, unquestionably would furnish 
a just ground of war against that adventurer, if he wxre to be 
considered in the situation of an established power in India. 
But as the exactions at Aurungabad appear to have been 
levied with the concurrence of the Nizam’s officei’s, whose 
faith had been long suspected, and as no principle of justice 
or policy requires the acknowledgment of Holkar among the 
states of India, I propose to view this transaction as the com- 
bined offence of two unfaithful servants of the states of Poo- 
nah and Hyderabad ; and I shall not attempt to prosecute 
hostilities against Holkar, unless he shall endeavour by force 
to obstruct the operation of the treaty of Bassein. It will 
not be difficult to obtain sufficient satisfaction for the Nizam 
by pacific accommodation with Holkar, after the latter shall 
have submitted, formally, to the legitimate authority of the 
Peishwa. 

Sec p 93. also p. I JO. ^ See note in p. U)(>» 
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At tho (late of my latest advices from the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that chieftain had not proceeded be- 
yond the frontier of his own territory. The Resident des- 
cribes Dowlut Rao Scindiah to be personally disposed to 
pursue measures of an amicable nature towards the British 
Government^ although it is possible that Scindiah may have 
been induced to signify a reluctant consent to the formation 
of the projected conspiracy by the urgency of his principal 
ministers. 

This circumstance is confirmed by the communications 
which Colonel Collins has received from Ballajee Koonjur, 
the officer despatched by his Highness the Peishwa to Scin- 
diah, for the purpose of explaining to that chieftain the de- 
tail of the engagements concluded by his Highness with the 
British Government. 

I have received intelligence that the Rajah of Berar had 
entered his tents with a view of commencing his march from 
Nagpore, for the purpose of meeting Scindiah, but that the 
information of the arrival of the British troops at Poonah, 
which reached the Rajah of Berar soon after he entered his 
tents, would probably deter that chieftain from advancing. 

Under all these circumstances, any opposition from the 
Mahratta chieftains to the complete accomplishment of the 
stipulations of the treaty of Bassein, appears to be impro- 
bable, and I entertain a firm hope that the British Govern- 
ment will be speedily i*elieved from the danger which menaced 
our possessions in the Peninsula during the recent com- 
motion in the Mahratta empire, and that tranquillity will 
be permanently established on our frontier by the operation 
of the alliance happily concluded with his Highness the 
Peishwa. 

By the annexed extract of a letter from Major-General 
Wellesley,* your honourable Committee will be enabled to 
form a competent judgment of the danger to which the tran- 
quillity of Mysore, and of the Deccan, would have been ex- 
posed by the uninterrupted progress of disorder and con- 
fusion in the Mahratta empire; and you will estimate the 
advantages which have been derived from the success of the 

^ Extracts from letters from Major-General Wellesley to the Governor- 
Geimrab Nos 1, 2, 3, 4 See Appendix. 
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measures adopted by the British Government for removing 
the scene of war from our frontier, and for restoring the 
foundations of peace and good order. 

By the despatch overland which will convey this letter, I 
have directed Lieut*-Colonel Close to submit to your honour- 
able Committee the latest advices which may have reached 
him from the camps of Scindiah, Holkar, and the Rajah of 
Berar, with such further observations as may be necessary for 
your information. 

It would be injustice to Lieut.-Colonel Close to suifer this 
despatch to depart, without adding my earnest request, that 
your honourable Committee may be pleased to direct your 
particular attention to the zeal, ability, and industry wich 
have distinguished the eminent services of that valuable 
public officer during the late important crisis in the Mahratta 
empire. 

In adverting to the conduct of Lieut.-Colonel Close at the 
Peishwa’s court, your honourable Committee will remark with 
satisfaction the unabated continuance of those able, honest, 
and indefatigable exertions which furnished the most essen- 
tial aid in the conquest and settlement of Mysore, and which 
have since contributed tc establish through the Rajah’s 
government a system of internal administration calculated to 
augment and secure the happiness and prosperity of the in- 
habitants of that flourishing country. 

Reviewing the general state of affairs, your honourable 
Committee will concur in the sentiments of contidence and 
satisfaction with which I reflect that the final accomplishment 
of the arrangements happily commenced at Poonah, is en- 
trusted to the approved abilities of Major-General Wellesley 
and Lieut.-Colonel Close. 

In closing this despatch, it will be satisfactory to your 
honourable Committee, that I should add my expectation that 
the necessary expense of the late military operations in the 
Peninsula is not likely to occasion any derangement in the 
general prosperity of the finances of the Company in India, or 
in the accounts or services of the present year. 

T have the honour to he, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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No. XXXIV. 

TJie Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable Major-General Wellesley. 

(Secret.) 

Fort William, June 26tli, 1803. 

The present state of affairs in the Mahratta empire, and 
the security of the alliance lately concluded between his 
Highness the Peishwa and the British Government require, 
that a temporary authority should be constituted at the least 
possible distance from the scene of eventual negotiation or 
hostilities, with full powers to conclude upon the spot what- 
ever arrangements may become necessary either for the final 
settlement of peace, or for the active prosecution of war. In 
such a crisis, various questions may arise of which the pre- 
cise tendency cannot be foreseen, and which may demand a 
prompt decision. The issue of these questions may involve 
the result of war or peace, and in either alternative the de- 
lay of reference to my authority might endanger the season- 
able despatch and the ultimate prosperity of the public ser- 
vice. 

The success of the military operations now placed under 
your directions may depend on the timely decision of various 
political questions which may occur with relation to the in- 
terests and views of the several Mahratta Chiefs and Jaggeer- 
dars, and of their Highnesses the Peishwa and the Nizam ; 
on the other hand, the issue of every political arrangement 
now under negotiation with the powers of Hindostan, or the 
Deccan, must be inseparably blended with the movements of 
your army. 

It is therefore necessary during the present crisis to unite 
the general direction and control of all political and military 
affairs in Hindostan and the Deccan under a distinct local 
authority, subject to the Governor-General in Council. These 
powers could not be placed with advantage in any other hands 
than those of the general officer commanding the troops des- 
tined to restore the tranquillity of the Deccan. 

Your approved ability, zeal, temper, activity, and judg- 
ment, combined with your extensive local experience, your 
established influence, and high reputation among the Mah- 
ratta Chiefs and States, and your intimate knowledge of my 
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viewh and scnthnents concerning the British interests in the 
Mahraila empire, have determined me to vest these important 
iuid arduous powers in your hands* 

The nature of your military command under the orders of 
his Excellency Lieut.-General Stuart is not likely to admit 
any doubt, or to lead to any embarrassment. In order, how- 
ever, to obviate all possible difficulty on this point, I hereby 
appoint you to the chief command of all the British troops, 
and of the forces of our allies serving in the territories of the 
Peishwa, of the Nizam, or of any of the Mahratta states or 
chiefs, subject only to the orders of his Excellency Lieut- 
General Stuart, or of his Excellency General Lake. 

I further empower and direct you to assume and exercise 
the general direction and control of all the political and mili- 
tary affairs of the British Government in the territories of 
the Nizam, of the Peishwa, and of the Mahratta states and 
chiefs. 

The instructions addressed to the Resident at Poomh 
convey to you full authority to carry into complete effect all 
the measures therein provisionally pi'escribed, as far as the 
accomplishment of those measures may depend upon your 
proceedings, without previous reference to my authority. 

I hereby confirm that authority, and I further vest you 
with full powers to decide any question which may arise in the 
prosecution of the measures prescribed by those orders, ac- 
cording to the general spirit of my views and intentions con- 
cerning the affairs of the Mahratta state, directing you how- 
ever to refer to me in all cases in which a previous reference 
to my authority may not appear to hazard the public interests. 
Under the same reservation, I authorize and empower you to 
commence and conclude negotiations with any of the Mah- 
ratta Chiefs and Jagge^rdars on the part of the British Go- 
vernment, for the purpose of promoting the general objects 
of the alliance lately concluded %vith his Highness the Peishwa, 
or of that subsisting with his Highness the Nizam. 

This general authority especially empowers you either 
directly or through the representatives or officers of the Bri- 
tish Government to negotiate and conclude any engagements 
with Dowliit Rao Scindiah, with the Rajah of Berar, or with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which may induce those chieftains to 
retire with their fo^'ces within the limits of their respective 
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dominions, or to afford any other satisfactory pledge of their 
respective pacific intentions towards the British Government 
and its allies. You will be careful to form any such engage- 
ments on principles conformable to the dignity, honour and 
interests of the British Government and of its allies, and to 
the spirit and tenor of our subsisting treaties. You are also 
authorized under this instruction to arbitrate on the part of 
the British Govei'nment the terms of any convention between 
his Highness the Peishwa and those chieftains respectively, 
for the settlement of mutual differences or demands, or for 
the adjustment of relative pretensions, and to pledge the 
guarantee of the British Government for the observance of 
those terms by the contracting parties. You are also em- 
powered to arbitrate and guarantee the terms of accommoda- 
tion between Scindiah and Holkar, if any points should yet 
remain unadjusted between those chieftains ; and to frame, 
negotiate, and guarantee any terms between those chieftains 
jointly or separately, and the Rajah of Berar. It is my par- 
ticular intention by these instructions to enable you to con- 
clude such arrangements with any of those chieftains either 
separately or combined, as may preclude or frustrate any con- 
federacy, or other measures directed to the subversion of 
the treaty of Bassein, or to the injury of our rights and inte- 
rests, or those of our allies. 

You are also empowered to conclude such engagements 
with any subordinate chieftains of the Mahratta state as may 
appear to you to be expedient for the purpose of securing 
their co-operation in the event of hostilities between the Bri- 
tish Government and Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, or any other power. You are authorized fur- 
ther to adopt the necessary measures for conciliating the obe- 
dience of the subordinate chiefs to the Peishwa’s authority. 

In the actual relation of the British Government to the 
Peishwa we possess the right of securing to the Chiefs and 
Jaggeerdars of the Mahratta empire the satisfaction of their 
just and equitable claims, even independently of any direct 
act of the Peishwa’s Government. The exercise of that right 
becomes a duty in proportion to the danger with which the 
tardy, infirm, or erroneous proceedings of the Peishwa’s Go- 
vernment may menace the security of the alliance, and the 
stability of his Highness’s legitimate authority. 
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The policy of the treaty, and my inclination, would induce 
me to limit our interference in the internal affairs of the 
Peishwa’s Government within the most moderate bounds. I 
am determined, however, to pursue that course which shall 
lead most directly and speedily to the full restoration and 
establishment of his Highness’s authority on a permanent 
basis, and to the efficient operation of the benefits of the 
alliance. If the imbecility of his Highness’s Councils, the 
defects of his personal character, or the intrigues of his ser- 
vants should tend to frustrate or to retard the accomplish- 
ment of those salutary objects, the provisional interference 
of the British power must be seasonably and firmly applied 
to rescue his Highness from the immediate effects of evils 
which cannot be suffered to operate for a moment, without 
the hazard of every interest which the treaty of Bassein was 
destined to restore and to confirm. 

You will, therefore, proceed without delay to conclude all 
such arrangements with his Highness’s jaggeerdars and ser- 
vants of all descriptions as may appear to you to be necessary 
to enable you to meet the exigencies of the present crisis ; 
and you will not abstain from the most direct and even osten- 
sible interposition of the British authority, which may in 
your judgment be requisite to secure the exertions, to animate 
the zeal, or to reward the services of the Peishwa’s subjects 
and servants in the common cause of his Highness and of his 
allies. Whatever immediate expence may be necessary for 
this purpose will be defrayed at present by the British Go- 
vernment, and will hereafter become a charge against the 
Peishwa, as being inseparably connected with bis Highness’s 
restoration and establishment. 

All such engagements as you may conclude with liis High- 
ness the Peishwa, and with any of the Mahratta chiefs and 
jaggeerdars, or other powers, will be confirmed by me under 
the limitations and restrictions herein prescribed. 

In exercising the powers hereby entrusted to your sole dis- 
cretion, I direct you to hold the most unreserved and confi- 
dential intercourse with the Residents at Poonah, at Hyder- 
abad, and at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and also 
with the Resident in the territory of the Guicowar^ and 
you will regularly correspond with Lord Clive and with 
Mr. Duncan. 
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You will necessarily continue to receive^-the order of his 
Excellency Lieut.-General Stuart, and to submit a full view 
of all your operations to the direction of his Excellency. I 
particularly enjoin you to submit to his Excellency the ear- 
liest information of your proceedings of a political nature 
under these instructions. 

If cil’cumstances should render it necessary for his Excel- 
lency Lieut.-General Stuart to unite the whole force of the 
army in the field, and to assume in person the general com- 
mand in the Deccan, in that case I hereby vest the authoi’ity 
conve}ed to you by this despatch in his Excellency Lieut.- 
General Stuart, under the fullest confidence that he will exer- 
cise it with the same advantage to the public service, which 
I liave uniformly derived from the exei'tion of lus Excellency's 
distinguished talents, experience, and virtues. 

In the case supposed I empower his Excellency to delegate 
the whole or any part of the said authority to you 5 and I 
desire ihat in exercising the said authority or any part thereof 
in his own person, his Excellency will be pleased to commu- 
nicate fully with you, and to receive your advice and opinion. 

In the execution of these instructions I authorize and direct 
you to employ any additional military staff, and to require the 
services of any civil officers ; whose assistance you may deem 
necessary to the despatch of the arduous afiairs connected 
\vith the subject of this order. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. XXXV. 

Thi‘ Mi(niiu\sh ireUiyshij to thr I/on, Major-Ocnend Welledey 
(IMoht Secret.) 

Sill, Foit William, 27tli June, 1803 

The conduct of Scindiali and of the Rajah of Beiar requires 
a special notification to you of my views and intentions with 
regard to the operations of your army, and to such political 
proceedings as may be connected witli a state of war, between 
the British Go\oniment and those chiefs. 
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1, On the leceipt of this despatch you will desire Colonel 
Collins to demand an explicit declaration of the views of 
Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar, within such a number of 
days as shall appear to you to be reasonable, consistently 
with a due attention to the period of the season, and to the 
facility of moving your army, and of prosecuting hostilities 
with the advantages which you now possess. 

If that explanation should not be satisfactory on such 
grounds as in your discretion you may state to Colonel Col- 
lins, you will desire Colonel Collins to repair to your camp 
under a proper escort, 

8* In this event or in any other state of circumstances 
which may appear to you to require hostilities consistently 
with the general tenor of my instructions, you will employ the 
forces under your command, in the most active operations 
against Scindiah, or the Rajah of Berar, or against both 
according to your discretion. 

4. It is probable that the state of the rivers will afford 
gi’eat advantages to your army, and will embarrass the enemy 
in a considerable degree, if hostilities should commence 
during the rainy monsoon. In this event, I direct you to use 
your utmost efforts to destroy the military power of either, or 
of both chiefs, and especially of Scindiah ; and to avail your- 
self of every advantage, which circumstances may offer to the 
utmost extent of the strength of your army. It is particu- 
larly desirable that you should destroy Scindiah’s artillery, 
and all arms of European construction and all military stores 
which he may possess. 

6. In the event of hostilities, you will, therefore, proceed 
to the utmost extremity which may appear to you to promise 
success, without admitting pacific negotiation, until the power 
of the opposing chief shall have been completely destroyed. 
In such a case, the actual seizure of the person of Scindiah 
or of Ragojee Bhoouslah would be highly desirable, and the 
state of the rivers may perhaps favour such an advantage. 

6. In any crisis which may exist under the terror of your 
approach, or at any time after hostilities shall have actually 
commenced, I empower you to conclude peace with Scindiah, 
or with the Rajah of Berar, jointly or separately, on suclx 
terms as may appear to you most advisable ; I shall, however, 
state to you the objects most desirable in the event of any 
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treaty with either, or with both those chiefs, founded on their 
aggression, and on our success or power. 

7. The entire reduction of Scindiah’s power would cer- 
tainly afford considerable security to our interests. In the 
event, however, of a peace with Scindiah, which should leave 
his power in existence, among the states of India, the most 
desirable arrangement would be — 

First. That Scindiah should cede to the Company all his 
possessions, rights, and pretensions within the countries to 
the northward of a line drawn from the north frontier of 
Gohud to the frontier of Jyenaghur, together with all his pos- 
sessions, &c. to the northward of Jyenaghur. 

This cession would include Agra, Delhi, and the remainder 
of the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges; the Mogul’s person 
would necessarily fall under our protection ; this article must 
be a special stipulation of tx'eaty. 

Our frontier towards the ceded provinces of Oude would 
then be formed by the small state of Gohud, and by the Raj- 
poot states of Jyenaghur and Jodepoor. 

The Rana of Gohud to become tributary to the Company; 
Gwalior to be occupied by the Company. 

Defensive alliances to be formed with Jyenaghur and Jode- 
poor. 

By this arrangement the Mahrattas would be excluded 
from the north of Hindostan, and from communication with 
the Seiks. 

Secondly. Scindiah to cede Broach and all his maritime 
possessions. 

Thirdly. Scindiah to cede all his possessions, rights, &c. 
in Guzzerat. 

Fourthly. Scindiah to cede all his possessions, &c. south- 
ward of the Nerbudda. 

Arrangements might be made for a partition of these ces- 
sions with the Peishwa and the Nizam. 

In the event of hostilities with Scindiah and Holkar, and 
of the complete defeat of those chiefs, the most distinct ar- 
rangement would be, to take for the Company all the terri- 
tories, rights, or pretensions of Scindiah or Holkar to the 
northward and westward of the Nerbudda, and to make that 
river the boundary of the northern frontier of the Pelshwa, 
giving to the Peishwa all the territories, &c. of those chiefs 
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to the southward of the Nerbudda, with the exception of 
all sea ports, which must be reserved to the Company. 

Bimdelcund is properly subject to the Pcishwa ; it would 
be desirable to obtain that pi'ovince for the Company, with a 
view to secure the navigation of the Jumna, and to the further 
security of the province of Benares. 

8. From the Rajah of Bex*ar I should wish to acquire the 
whole province of Cuttack, so as to unite the northern Circars 
by a continued line of sea coast with Bengal. 

This cession, including Balasore, &c. to be made either 
absolutely, or upon payment of a moderate rent, or as a .se- 
curity for a subsidiary force to be introduced into the domi- 
nions of the Rajah of Berar. The district of Gurry-Mun- 
dela has been an object to the Nizam, this object is to be 
pursued according to circumstances in the event of war with 
the Rajah of Beiar. Without securing one or other of these 
advantages, you will not mat^e peace with the Rajah of Berar, 
after he shall have compelled you to resort to hostilities 
against him, unless in your discretion you should deem peace 
with the Rajah of Berar advisable on difterent terms. 

9. You are at liberty generally to modify the terms of peace 
herein suggested, at your discretion, or to change them alto- 
getl'er, if it should become advisable to detach any chief 
from the confederacy. 

10. If Holkar should join the confederacy, you will act to- 
wards him on the principles of the preceding instructions* 
It is not desirable to erect Ilolkar’s accidental power into an 
established state of India ; his reduction would certainly be 
the most advisable policy : but the conduct and modification 
of our relations with Ilolkar must bo left entirely to your dis- 
cretion. You will not, however, prosecute hostilities against 
Holkar merely for the purpcie of obtaining indemn'ty for the 
plunder of Aurungabad, or for any other predatory incursion; 
such question may be reserved for amicable negotiation. 

11. In the event of hostilities, you will take proper mea- 
sures for withdrawing the European officers from the 
service of Scindiah, Holkar, and of every other chief opposed 
to you. 

12 . You are at liberty to incur any expense requisite for 
this purpose, and to employ such emissaries as may appear 
most serviceable. You are also at liberty to enter into such 
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engagements as may appear advantageous with any of Scin- 
diah’s ministers, chiefs, or servants, or with those of the 
Rajah of Berar, or of Holkar, and to afford any useful en- 
couragement to the party of the Ba,ees,* or to any others 
in the dominions of any of the confederate chiefs. 

13. In the event of hostilities, I propose to despatch proper 
emissaries to Gohud and to the Rajpoot chiefs. You will also 
employ every endeavour to excite those powers against 5cin- 
diah. I propose to engage to guarantee their independence, 
and to secure to them any other reasonable advantages which 
they may require. The independence of the Rajpoot chiefs 
vvould constitute a power which would form the best security 
to our north-western frontier in Hindoslan, in the supposition 
of Scindiah’s reduction. 

H. You will apprize his Excellency General Lake, through 
the most expeditious channel, (if any more expeditious 
communication should offer than through Calcutta) of your 
plan of political and military operations under these in- 
structions. 

15. Scindiah’s retreat across the Nerbudda (after his inso- 
lent and hostile declaration to Colonel Collins of the 28th of 
May) will not alone be a sufficient proof of his pacific inten- 
tions. f- Unless, therefore, Scin^iah shall have afforded full 
satisfaction and security m your judgment, you will pursue 
him across the Nerbudda, if you should deem that move- 
ment advisable for the purpose of reducing his means of mis- 
chief. 

16. The same principle applies to any movement of the 
Rajah of Berar, or of Holkar. The retreat of Ragojee 
Bhoousbh, or of Holkar, to any place situated within their 
respective territories, or elsewhere, will not exclusively amount 
to a sufficient degree of satisfaction and security, after the 
recent proofs which tho confederacy has disclosed of deter- 
mined hostility and arrogant ambition. 

17. You will consider what steps may be taken to excite 


* The party of Baiestah Baioc, Dovvlut Rao Scindiah’s aunt, and hci 
adherents, a very influential pai ty in the administration of his affairs. 

t See page 159, for tne letter of Colonel Collins announcing tuis hostile 
declaration. 



158 


LTEUT.-COLONEL OOLTJNS TO 


June, 


Cashee Rao Holkar* against Jeswuni Rao, and if in prosecat- 
ing hostilities you should be able to obtain possession of the 
person of Khundec Rao Holkar,f you will avail yourself of 
that advantage. 

18. The precise time of action from Oude and in Cuttack 
cannot now be stated, but I will seize Agra, Delhi, take the 
person of the Mogul under British protection, and occupy 
the Doab, together with Cuttack, at the earliest practicable 
moment after I shall have learned that you deem hostilities 
inevitable, or as soon as such measures of precaution may 
appear to me to be requisite. 

19. In the movements of your army, and in all your pro- 
ceedings under these instructions, you will advert to the pre- 
carious state of the Nizam’s health, and to the necessity of 
preserving our interests at Hyderabad in the event of his 
Highness’s decease. The Resident at Hyderabad will ap- 
prize you of the orders which he has received from me res- 
pecting the succession to the musnud of the Deccan. 

20. Although a division of the French troops is already 
arrived at Pondicherry, and the remainder may be soon ex- 
pected. I desire that you will not be induced by that event to 
precipitate an accommodation with any of the Mahratta 
powers. The effectual security of our interests in the Mah- 
ratta empire is the strongest barrier which can be opposed to 
the progress of the French interests in India. The early re- 
duction of Scindiah (if that chief should compel us to resort 
to hostilities) is certain, and would prove a fatal blow to the 
views of France. An imperfect arrangement with the Mah- 
ratta power, or a delay of active measures might open to 
France the means of engaging with advantage in the affairs of 
the Mahratta empire- 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

W)iLLESnEY. 


* The eldest legitimate son of Je&wunt Rao Holkar's predecessor, Tue- 
kojee Ilolkar. Jeswunt Rao was an illegitimate son of Tuckojee, but by 
superior energy and talents, became the head of that branch of the JMali- 
ratta confederacy in superccssion of the *jghts of Casbec Rao 
t The legitimate and postliuraous son of Tuckojee , he was kept in cus- 
tody by Dowlut Rao Scindiah as an eventual iustninmat hi the prosecution 
of his former ciForts for the subversion of Jeswunt Rao IIolkar*s power. 
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No. XXXVI. 

Lieut.-Cvlonel Collins to the Marquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Camp near Chickly, 29th May, 1803. 

1. In an official address to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone, 
under date the S6th instant, I acknowledged the receipt of 
your Excellency’s notes of instructions, transmitted to me in 
his letter of the 5th of this month.* At the same time I in- 
fonned him that I expected to have an interview with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiaji on the 27th instant; in which expectation 1 
was, however, disappointed, the Maharage having postponed 
granting me an audience until the following day. 

2. Yesterday afternoon I waited on Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
accompanied hy my assistant Captain Paris Bradshaw, Mirza 
Banker Khan, and Gunput Roy. Unna Bhasker, Amhajee 
Inglia, Eeitul Punth, Bappoo Chitnavees, Moonshee Kavel 
Nyn, and Sudda Sheo Rao, were present on the part of the 
Maharage. After an interchange of compliments, I informed 
Scindialr that as he had expressed a desire to be made ac- 
quainted with the articles of the treaty concluded at Bassein 
between his Highness the Peishwa and the British Govern- 
ment, your Excellency, actuated by motives of friendship, as 
well as by a wish to remove all doubts which might be enter- 
tained at this Court respecting the tendency of the late en- 
gagements contracted with Baajy Rao, had directed me to 
communicate to the Maharage, without delay, the whole of 
that treaty ; that, accordingly, I had bi-ought with me copies 
in Persian and English, of the treaty, in order that it might 
be fully explained to him. I then gave the copies into the 
hands of Moonshee Kavel Nyn, with a request that he would 
peruse the Persian one, and make a faithful report of its con- 
tents to his Prince. 

3. Moonshee Kavel Nyn ha’dng attentively read the whole 
of the treaty, proceeded to interpret it, article by article, to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah ; but when the Moonshee came to the 
12th article, wMch expressly provides additional security for 


• These instructions are "iven at 93. 
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the independence of the feudatory Mahratta chiefs, he by no 
means gave that force to the words thereof which he ought 
to have done, I was therefore under the necessity of assisting 
him ; and I embraced this occasion of giving the clearest ex- 
planation of that important stipulation, and I had the pleasure 
to perceive that Scindiah was at length fully satisfied of the 
moderation, as well as friendly intent of the 12th article. 

4. When the whole of the treaty had been distinctly ex- 
plained’ to the Maharage, I then asked him whether he 
thought H contained any thing injurious to his just rights, 
since I had reason to think some doubts had arisen in his 
mind on this head. Unna Bhasker, who thought proper to 
reply to my question, acknowledged that the treaty did not 
contain any stipulation prejudicial to the rights of the Maha- 
rage, to which the latter assented. I then said it afforded 
me real pleasure to observe that your Lordship’s liberal com- 
munication of the engagements contracted at Bassein, had 
been productive of the desired effect, for that connected as 
our respective states were in friendship, no explanation what- 
ever ought to be withheld by either, which could tend to 
remove any doubts or suspicions that might occasionally 
occur. 

5, After making the foregoing observation, I proceeded to 
state that negotiations had of late been carried on between 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Berar Rajah. That these 
chiefs were, I understood, to have an interview shortly, some- 
where in the vicinity of this place. That the Maharage had 
concluded a peace with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in whose camp 
a Vakeel now resided on the part also of Raghoojee Bhoous- 
lah. That he (Scindiah) had likewise avowed an intention of 
proceeding with his army to Poonah, accompanied by the 
Berar Rajah ; and that on combining these circumstances, 1 
could not but suspect that this court meditated designs ad- 
verse to the interests of the British Government. For since 
his Highness the Pcishwa was restored to the musnud of Poo- 
nah, the presence of the Maharage at that capital could not 
now be of any use, but on the contrary, might be productive 
of evil consequences. Nor could the longer continuance of 
the Maharage in the Deccan be necessary to his security, since 
he had come to an accommodation with the only enemy from 
whom he had any thing to apprehend •••outh of the Ncrbiid- 
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dah. That therefore I felt it my duty to require an unreserved 
explanation from this Court, as well respecting the intent of 
the proposed interview between the Maharage and the Rajah 
of Berar, as regarding the nature of the engagements entered 
into by those chiefs with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, as their recent 
union and present proceedings induced some suspicion that 
they were confederated either for the purpose of invading the 
territories of our allies, his Highness the Peishwa, and the 
Nabob Nizam, or of subverting the arrangements lately con- 
cluded between the British Government and Baajy Rao; and 
in order to induce the Maharage to favour me with a candid 
declaration of his intentions, I concluded with giving him the 
strongest assurances of your Lordship’s disposition to main- 
tain, and even to improve the existing friendly connection be- 
tween the two Sircars, and I moreover positively asserted that 
the British Government would make no attempt whatever 
upon the independence of this state, unless he (Scindiah) 
should provoke hostility by acts of aggression. 

6. As Dowlut Rao Scindiah did not instantly speak, Unna 
Bhasker took upon himself to say in reply, that his master 
had no intention whatever to invade either the territory of his 
Highness the Peishwa or the Nabob Nizam, adding, that 
when Holkar was levying contributions on the city of Auran- 
gabad, the Maharage had desired that chief to desist from 
further exactions, and to retire from the Nizam’s frontier. I 
said that I was highly gratified by these assurances, and ob- 
served that it only now remained for the Maharage to declare 
that the negotiations between this Durbar, the Berar Rajah 
and Holkar, were not entered into with any view to obstruct 
the completion of the treaty of Bassein. 

7. Unna Bhasker then plainly told me, that Scindiah could 
afford me no satisfaction on this point until he had conferred 
with the Berar Rajah. I instantly replied, that the proposed 
interview between those chiefs was of itself, a sufficient cause 
to excite the suspicions of our government, inasmuch as the 
present tranauil state of affairs in the Deccan did not require 
the adoption of a measure, seldom resorted to but for hostile 
purposes, and at the same time I brought forward the argu- 
ments and observations contained in your Excellency’s notes 
of instructions, which I had taken with me to the Durbar, in 
order to assist my memory. 

VOL. III. M 
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8. I most particularly insisted on the full right of the 
Pelshwa, to avail himself of the aid of the British power for 
his restoration, and to contract his present engagements with 
the English, independently of the consent of the feudal chiefs 
of the Mahratta empire, I also declared, and in the plainest 
terms that your Excellency was resolved not to admit of any 
opposition whatever, to the execution of a treaty founded in 
principles of justice and moderation, in sho*.t I did not fail to 
introduce every argument with which I had been furnished 
by your Lordship, and I moreover, exerted every mode of 
persuasion that I was master of, in order to induce this court 
to give me the required explanation before any meeting should 
take place between Raghojee Bhooslah, and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, but it is with infinite concern I inform your Excel- 
lency that my utmost endeavours on this occasion proved 
altogether unsuccessful, XJnna Bhasker and Moonshee Ka- 
vel Nynboth persisting that the Maharage could not possibly 
give me the satisfaction I required previously to his confer- 
ence with the Nagpore chieftain. 

9. Perceiving that the ministers would not relax from this 
declaration, I again addressed myself to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah observing, that although what I should now say to him 
was unpleasant to my feelings, yet the interests of both Sircars 
required that I should, without delay, or reserve, apprize him 
of the line of conduct which your Excellency would assuredly 
pursue, should this court persevere in withholding from me 
the information which I had with so much reason demanded. 
I also remarked, that it was the more incumbent on me to be 
explicit in the present instance, lest the Maharage might 
unadvisedly be involved in a serious and unequal contest with 
the English. 

10. I then stated, that if this court persisted in refusing to 
give me the explanation which I now demanded, and at the 
same time conducted its military operations in opposition to the 
representation which I had made, that your Excellency would 
be compelled to adopt measures of precaution on every boun- 
dary of the Maharage’s dominions, and moreover that certain 
intelligence of the accession of the Maharage to any confede- 
racy against the British power would produce immediate 
hostility on all parts of his frontier. I added that were the 
united forces of the Maharage, and of the Berar Rajah 
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to march to Poonah at this juncture, your Lordship could 
not hut regard such a procedure as indicative of hostile 
designs against the British Government, and that any attack 
on the territories of his Highness the Nizam would be con- 
sidered by your Excellency as an act of aggression on the 
part of this court, 

11. When I had done speaking, Unna Bhasker positively 
affirmed that his Highness the Peishwa since his return to 
his capital, had repeatedly written to the Maharage, and to 
the Berar Rajah, desiring both those chiefs to repair to 
Poonah. I expressed much surprise at this information, having 
as I told Unna Bhasker, understood from Colonel Close, that 
his Highness Baajy Rao had requested Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
not to advance to that city. Here the Maharage solemnly 
assured me that he and the Bhooslah had actually received 
the invitations mentioned by Unna Bhasker, and this prince 
further asserted that the Peishwa had never written to him, 
prohibiting his approach to Poonah. To this assertion I only 
said, that no doubt a letter to that effect from his Highness 
would soon arrive here. Then reverting to the required 
explanation, I conjured Scindiah in language both urgent and 
conciliatory, to remove all my doubts and suspicions by an 
immediate and candid avowal of his intentions. 

Dowlut Rao in reply to those instances on my part said 
that he could not at present afford me the satisfaction I demand- 
ed without a violation of the faith which he had pledged to 
the Rajah of Berar. He (Scindiah) then observed, that the 
Bhooslah was distant no more than forty coss from hence, 
and would probably arrive here in the course of a few days ; 
that, immediately after his interview with that Rajah, I should 
be informed whether it would be peace or war. These words 
he delivered with much seeming composure, I then asked him 
whether I must consider this declaration as final on his part, 
which question was answered in the affirmative by the minis- 
ters of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. Here the conference, which 
had lasted three hours ended, and I soon after took a "re- 
spectfiil leave of the Maharage. Neither Scindiah, nor his 
ministers, made any remarks on the treaty of Bassein, nor did 
they request a copy of it. 

13. If it be true, that his Highness the Peishwa has really 
invited Dowlut Rao Scindiah to repair to Poonah, of which 
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fact the Maharage assured me he had undeniable proofs 
under the seal of Baajy Rao, Scindiah may possibly march 
to that capital, and allege that this measure was sanctioned 
by the orders of the head of the Mahratta empire, I there- 
fore sincerely hope that his Highness the Peishwa has not 
delayed to forward a letter to the Maharage, prohibiting his 
advance to Poonah. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect, my Lord, 

’ Your Lordship's 

most obedient and humble servant, 
J. CoLLXNS, 
Resideixt D, R. S. 


No. XXXVIL 

The Marqttese Wellesley to Im E^vcellency Lieut -•General Lahe* 

(Most Secret and Coidideiitial) 

My DEAR Sir, Fort William, June 28th, 1803. 

Since the date of my letter of the 7th of January,^ on the 
subject of the affairs of tlie Mahratta empire, you have been 
regularly informed of the transactions which liave occurred 
in Mysore, and in the Deccan, in consequence of our arrange- 
ments with the Peishwa. You know that Major-General 
Wellesley marched with a detachment from Hurryhaul to 
Poonah ; that he was supported by the advance of the subsi- 
diary force from Hyderabad, aided by the Nizam’s contingent, 
while the Peishwa proceeded from Bassein towards Poonah 
under the protection of a detachment commanded by Colonel 
Murray. The great object of restoring the Peishwa to his 
government was effected on the 13th cf May without oppo- 
sition, nor has any hostility of any kind yet taken place be- 
tween our troops employed in the Mahratta territory, and 
any of the chiefs or states, or even any person whatever in 
those dominions. The whole arrangement has proceeded in 
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the most prosperous manner to its destined end. The ques- 
tion now remaining, regards merely the stability of the impor- 
tant and happy settlement which has been effected. 

You will perceive by the documents which have been trans- 
mitted to you, that apprehensions are entertained of the de- 
signs of Scindiah, and of the Rajah of Berar, and that rumours 
are circulated of the formation of a confederacy between those 
chiefs and Holkar, with a view to frustrate the objects of our 
alliance with the Peishwa. 

By this conveyance you will receive copies of the most 
recent despatches from the Peninsula, and you will observe 
many circumstances which appear to indicate hostile designs 
on the part of Scindiah, and which render the conduct of the 
Rajah of Berar, and of Holkar, suspicious. 

I also enclose for your most secret consideration copies of 
my recent orders to Major-General Wellesley. * 

The opinion of the most experienced and most able men 
acquainted with the policy of the Mahrattas, is that the sup- 
posed confederacy will vanish upon the approach of the Bri- 
tish force, and that the three chiefs will contend for prece- 
dence in pacific negotiation, rather than in active measures of 
hostility. Scindiah’s language to Colonel Collins, however, 
has been insulting and hostile, and amounts to a positive act 
of aggression upon every received principle of the law of 
nations. Under different circumstances, I should undoubt- 
edly have availed myself of this favourable opportunity of re- 
ducing the power of Scindiah by an immediate attack upon 
his possessions. But in the present state of affairs in Europe, 
it appears to me to be the most politic course to abstain from 
the exercise of our undoubted right of punishing this arro- 
gant chieftain to the last moment compatible with our se- 
curity. In the mean while it is necessary to adopt proper 
measures of precaution, and to prepare for active exertion at 
the earliest practicable period of time, although my opinion 
is, that Scindiah will not proceed further in his present rash 
course, and will enter into a satisfactory accommodation with 
Major-General Wellesley, as soon as that officer shall have 
opened a direct communication with Scindiah. At all events, 

I am satisfied that we shall break the confederacy at the first 


^ See p. W. 
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touch, and that if Seindiah thinks fit to be obstinate, he must 
prepare to encounter us, after the loss of all his allies. 

In this state of circumstances, my dear Sir, I think it is 
now become necessary to commence the measures for assem- 
bling a force, with a view to active operations against Scin- 
diah. You will at the same time enter into my extreme so- 
licitude to avoid every proceeding which can involve expense, 
and which may not be indispensable to our success. A few 
days must decide positively whether war will become inevitable. 
From that moment we must press forward without hesitation, 
if the alternative should leave no prospect of peace. At pre- 
sent it appears to me that it is sufficient to transmit to you 
the annexed note, and to add the following observations. 

In any operations to be carried on against Seindiah, I 
imagine that it would be advisable to collect our troops, in 
the first instance, at the great cantonments of Cawnpore and 
Futty Ghur. A full consideration of the state of the ceded 
provinces has convinced me that the civil power has no further 
occasion for that frequent and unlimited use of the regular 
troops which has occasioned such a dispersion of our force. 
The internal peace and good order of the country must now 
rest on the justice and benevolence of our system of govern- 
ment, aided by the ordinary establishments of police, and 
supported hy the vicinity of a great army, properly distributed 
in such proportions as shall enable it either to move in large 
bodies against an external enemy, or to detach an adequate 
force for the suppression of internal disorder. 

The collectors and magistrates must be taught or compelled 
to co-operate in this system ; and a due distinction must be 
maintained between the civil and militai7 power. It has been 
my intention to avail myself of an cerly opportunity to direct 
the civil authorities in Oude to abstain from the imeontrolled 
use of the regular troops, and to request you to collect those 
forces in the cantonments, according to such a plan of distri- 
bution as you might deem most effectual for the establish- 
ment of the system stated in this letter. I now request you 
to commence the execution of that plan immediately, and I 
have directed circular orders to be despatched to the civil 
authorities for the purpose of compelling them to co-operate 
in those reasonable views, of which I deem the accomplish- 
ment to be essential to the honour of the civil power, as well 
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as to the efficiency of the army in Oude* You will be able, 
under this view of the subject, to collect forces at the neces- 
sary points (or at least to issue your first orders for that pur- 
pose) without occasioning any alarm of war. 

You will, however, consider this suggestion to be subordi- 
nate to the great object of securing such an armament as may 
enable us to meet the important views stated in my orders of 
the 27th instant, to Major-General Wellesley, and in the note 
annexed to this despatch, on the question of preparation con- 
nected with that of expense, I rely most implicitly on your 
judgment and public spirit, and having fully apprized you of 
my sentiments and views, I leave you to act according to your 
own opinion, with the fullest confidence that the motives by 
which your determination will be guided, will be honourable 
and prudent. I shall write to you more fully in a few days ; 
it is desirable that you should receive this general intimation 
of my views as soon as possible. 

Believe me to be, my dear Sir, 
with great respect and esteem, 
your faithfiil servant, 

Wellesley. 


by the Marquess Wellesley* 

Fort William, June 28, 1803. 

The operations of our army in the event of war with Scindiah, must be 
directed to the following objects. 

1st. To seize all his possessions between the Ganges and Jumna 

2nd. To take the person of the Moghul Shah Alum, under our protec- 
tion. 

3rd. To form alliances with the Rajpoots, and other inferior states 
beyond the Jumna, for the purpose of excluding Scindiah from the north- 
ern districts of Hindostan. 

4th. To occupy Bundlecund, and thus to strengthen the frontier of the 
Province of Benares against Scindiah, or the Rajah of Berar. 

The success of such a plan of operations would exclude the Mahr?ttas 
altogether from the northern parts of Hindostan, and would establish a 
powerful barrier between our frontier, and that of Scindiah, by the inter- 
vention of the Rajpoot and other inferioi states, strengthened under our 
protection. 
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In the CKCcution of suck a plan, the following circumstances would re- 
quire immediate attention, 

lat. The immediate reduction of the forces collected under the command 
of M. Perron, 

2nd, The possession of the forts and passes to the southward of the 
Jumna, which would impede the march of an army from the Deccan. 

M, Perron^s forces are said to be at present collected at Coel, and to 
consist of about 8000 infantry, and an equal number of cavalry, Scindiah 
it is generally believed, has no confidence in M. Perron's attachment to 
his government. In the event of a war ivith the British Government, it 
is probable that Scindiah will endeavour to conciliate M Perron, and 
the prospect of this crisis of affairs, which would render M. Perron's 
conduct an object of attention to both states, may have contributed to 
induce M. Perron to postpone his avowed intention of relinquishing 
Scindiah's service, in the hope of more advantageous offers from Scindiah, 
or from the British Government, A considerable number of the sepoys, 
who were discharged from the British army at the late reduction* are s«dd 
to have entered into M. Perron's service, and it is supposed that If any 
new corps were raised in the vicinity of their station, many would return to 
the service, and that Scindiah's European officers might be induced to 
resign the service of Scindiah by offers of a present subsistence, and of a 
future establishment in the service of some of the allies, or tributaries of 
the British Government. 

It must be ascertained, whether it would be safe or practicable to 
endeavour to detach M. Perron, or any of the European ofiiceis in Sdn- 
diah's service, or any of Scindiah’s troops from their employment with 
Scindiah, and whether any, and what emissary should be sent to M. 
Perron, or to the officers. 

If opposition is ultimately to be expected from M. Perron's force, a 
detachment of an adequate strength, formed at Sarsney, or Bidjeegur, 
inif»ht either attack M. Perron, at Coel, or by an easy change of position, 
might intercept his communication with Agra, where it is piobablo the 
principal supplies and military stores would be lodged, unless such a 
measure should have been prevented by the seasonable interposition of a 
British force, between Agra and Cod, where JV1. Perron's principal 
<lep6t8 are understood to be established at present. 

The fort at Agra is extensive, but insufficiently supplied with artillery. 
A new bastion is said to have been constructed where it was formerly 
breached by M Duboigne, but this woik is said not to have added essen- 
tially to the defences of the place 

After the reduction of M, Perron’s force, the principal oliject would 
appear to be, to prevent Scindiah from entering Hindostan with a large 
bodv of cavalry. 

If operations against M. Perron's force should be necessary, a separate 
tletachment of sufficient force might be formed at Etawah to proceed 
directly upon Gwalior, which covers the principal route from Oojyn into 
Scindiah's posaessioiis in Hindostan. 

The position at Gwahoi would probably reader it impossible for Scin- 
diah to entcr.lliadostan with a considerable body of cavalry. 
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The Ranah of Gohud is stdd to be reduced to poverty, and to be des- 
titute of resourses or power. This Chief, however, is said to retain con- 
siderable inftuence with the Jauts. 

It is said, that the Ranah of Gohud is anxious to obtain the support of 
the British Government ; with our support he would probably be enabled 
to raise a considerable force, which might assist in opposing Scindiah’s 
march into Hindostan. The ^possession of the fortress of Gwalior by 
British troops, would enable us to support the Ranah's authority in the 
country, and would encourage the Jauts to assist their native Chief 
against the depredations of Scindiah. The Jaut Rajahs holding the strong 
posts of Bhurtpore, Combair, and Deeg, to the southward of Agra, and 
Maturah, are believed to be desirous of exchanging their depend^ce on 
Scindiah for the protection of the British Government. An assurance 
of the secure possession of their hereditary tenures, and of their internal 
power would probably attach those petty states to us. 

The Rajpoot chiefs of Jyenagur and Jodepore, have been long dissatis- 
fied under the yoke of Scindiah. Those chiefs would probably enter into 
subsidiary engagements with the British Government, for an adequate 
support against the usurpation of the Mahrattas. The accession of the 
Rajpoot chiefs, with the Ranah of Gohud to the interests of the British 
Government, would present an almost insurmountable barrier to Scindiah’s 
resumption of influence in Hindostan 

As these chiefs would furnish considerable bodies of cavalry, a small 
force of British infantry and artillery would be sufficient to counteract 
any force of that description Scindiah could detach from the Deccan. 

Bundelcund and Bogbilcund are considered as fiefs holden from the 
Peishwa ; occupied by the British Government either as a security for sub- 
sidy from the Peishwa, or in consequence of a subsidy granted for the 
support of the internal government of Bundelcund, or Boghilcund, by 
British troops, these countries would oppose an effectual barrier to any 
attempts of the Rajah of Berar, to disturb the tranquillity of the Company’s 
provinces from those quarters. 

It is believed, that Scindiah has stationed a body of predatory horse at 
Kalpee and Ougassey, on the southern bank of the Jumna. This point 
requires immediate attention. 

With a view to preparation for a war, Greeted to all the points stated 
in this note, it would appear to be proper— 

Military Preparation. 

First. That the mjdn body of our troops should be assembled at a point 
between M. Perron’s station and Agra, and Shah AUum invited to put 
himself under its protection, as soon as the communication with Delhi 
may be opened. 

Second. That Agra should be seized^ if possible, by a separate detach- 
ment to be assembled at Shekoabad. 

Third. That another detachment should proceed from Btawah to occupy 
Gwalior. 

Fourth. That Bundelcund should be occupied by a force to be assem- 
bled at Allahabad, or in its vicinity. 
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Politimh 

First, A nej^fociation with M. Perron. 

Second. With his European officers. 

Third. With his troops. 

Fourth. With the Ranah of Gohud and Jaut chiefs of Bhurtpore and 
Combair. 

Fifth. With the Rajpoot chiefs of Jyenagur and Jodepore. 

Sixth. With the chiefs of Bundelcund. 

N. B. The Oommander-in-Chief will mahe any preparations which he 
may deem necessary^ in draft or carriage cattle immediately, and will 
order any corps from any of the lower stations. 

Benares must be well protected until Bundelcund shall be occupied. 

Q, Does the Commander-in-Chief think that the experimental horse 
artillery with any addition from the body-guard would be useful ? 

The Commander-in-Chief will be so good as to transmit any observa- 
tions which may occur to him upon these notes, with a detmled plan of a 
campiugn against Scindiah 

Wellesley. 


No, XXXVIIL 

Colonel ColUm, Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah^ to the Marquess 
Wellesley, 

My Lord, Camp near Chickley, I2th June, 1803. 

On the evening of the 8th instant, Raghoojee Bhooslah 
paid a visit to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, when these chiefs con* 
ferred together in private, for several hours. On the follow* 
ing day, I directed Gunput Roy to intimate to the Maharage, 
that as he had now had an interview with the Berar Rajah, 
it was absolutely incumbent on him to give me an immediate 
and explicit answer to the question which I had stated on the 
28th ultimo, at his Durbar. 

2. My agent Gunput Roy could not obtain an audience of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, until the 10th instant, on account of 
the inclemency of the weather, but in the morning of that day^ 
he delivered my message to the Maharage, and the enclosure 
No. 1, contains a copy and translation of the reply* that he 
received on this occasion. Yesterday Jadoon Rao Bhow 
had a long and secret conference with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
after which, Gunput Roy waited on that minister, and urged 
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him to declare whether this court intended peace or war, with 
the English, but could obtain no satisfactory answer. 

3. As it appeared to me that the evasive conduct of this 
Durbar was practised, solely with a view to gain time, and 
having been informed that Jeswunt Rao Holkar, was actually 
on his march to join the Maharage, I conceived that your Ex- 
cellency would deem me inexcusable, were I to defer bring - 
ing the question of peace or war to an immediate issue. Ac- 
cordingly, I addressed a memorial to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
calculated to produce this edect, and I herewith do myself 
the honour to forward copies thereof (No. 2,) in English, and 
Persian, for the information of your Lordship. 

4. Mirza Banker Khan went from hence about an hour 
ago, accompanied by Gunput Roy, in order to present the 
memorial to the Maharage, and I shall not close this letter 
until his return, that your Lordship may be apprized by this 
dawk, of the result of my present representation. At the 
same time, I shall transmit copies of my memorial, and of the 
reply of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and to the honourable Major-General Arthur 
Wellesley. 

a Ever since the night of the 7th instant, it has rained 
incessantly at this place, and so violently, at one period, that 
my dining tent had three feet of water in it, although the 
ground of our encampment is rather elevated. The distress 
which has prevailed here, for some days past is really great ; 
ottah sells at five seers for a rupee, grain at five and-a-hau( 
and grass is scarcely procurable, even at the rate of fifteen 
rupees for one bullock load. The foregoing detail will enable 
your Excellency to form a judgment of the wretched state to 
Avhich Scindiah’s troops will be reduced, in the event of bis 
prosecuting hostilities, since the prices of all kinds of provi- 
sions will, it is expected, daily increase ; moreover, there is not, 
I am credibly informed fifty thousand rupees in the camp of 
the Maharage, and the shroffs^ will not assist him with money, 
oh account pf the losses which they have already sustained by 
confiding in the promises of the ministers of this court. 

G. I am concerned to acquaint your Excellency that all 
communication between this camp, and that of the Berar 
Rajah, has been rendered impracticable ever since the night 
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of the 8th instant, by reason of the overflowing of the Soonn 
Nuddee,* which divides the two encampments, Mirza Banker 
has, in consequence, failed in several attempts, which he 
made by my directions, for the purpose of waiting on Rag- 
hoojeeBhooslah, in order to ascertain what effect the perusal 
of your Lordship’s letter of the ISth ultimo, had produced on 
the mind of that chieftain. A circumstance of which I was 
very desirous of being informed in the present critical situa- 
tion of affairs. 

7. Mirza Banker and Gunput Roy, are this instant re- 

turned. When they were admitted to the presence of Dowlut 
Rao Scindia, no person was with him but Ballajee Koonjer. 
Moonshee Kavel Nyn being indisposed, the Maharage de- 
sired Hirza Banker to esplain to him the of my 

memorial, and when this had been done, Scindiwiaid, that 
as yet he had not conferred on matters of business with the 
Rajah of Berar, but that I might rely on having the explana- 
tion I required in two, or three days. Mirza Banker requested 
that this answer might be committed to writing, but which 
the Maharage would not permit. The Mirza and Gunput Roy 
then took their leave of him in order to return to me. 

8. On receiving this verbal reply, I wrote to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that I considered it as final, and therefore sincerely 
lamented its tendency, at the same time I requested that the 
Maharajah would order his servants to supply me with grain 
as soon as possible, it being my intention to proceed to Arun- 
gabad without delay. To my certain knowledge Scindiah 
held a private conference of nearly three hours with Ra- 
ghoojee Bhooslah on the 8th of this month. 

J. Collins, 
Resident D. R. S« 

P, S. I shall send a copy of this letter to the honourable 
Major-General Arthur Wellesley by express. 

[Enclosure.] 

Copy of a Memorial addressed to Maharage Dowlut Rao Sdndiah, hy 
Colonel Collins ; presented by Moonshy Mtrxa Banker Khan, on the, morn-- 
ing of the I2th of June 1803. 

When Colonel Collins had the honor cf an audience with Maharage 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 6th of Suffer (28 May) the Colonel hy 
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order of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, urged many 
cogent reasons and persuasions to induce the Maharagc to declare with- 
out delay or reserve, whether the late negotiations carried on between 
this Court, the Berar Rajah, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, had been entered 
into for the purpose of obstructing the completion of the engagements 
lately concluded at Bassein, between his Highness the Peishwa and the 
British Government. 

But although Colonel Collins was extremely urgent with the Maharage 
to give him instant information on this important point, and although 
the Colonel particularly pointed out the Hne of conduct which the British 
Government would be compelled to pursue, should the reqmred explana- 
tion be withheld, yet the ministers of this Durbar repeatedly declared 
that Colonel Collins must not expect any satisfactory answer to this 
question until a meeting had taken place between the Maharage and the 
Rajah of Berar. Maharage Dowlut Rao Scindiah, also said, that he could 
not, without a violation of his faith, give Colonel Collins the satisfaction 
he demanded, until he (the Maharage) had conversed mtlx Ragoojee 
Bhooslah, but that after his interview with that Rajah, the Colonel 
should be informed whether there would be peace or war. 

The proposed conference between Maharage Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar, having taken place. Colonel Collins now expects 
that the Maharage will, conformable to his promise, explicitly declare 
whether it is his design to obstruct the completion of the treaty of Bas- 
sein, either by means of his own power, or in conjunction with Ragoojee 
Bhooslah, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar. And Colonel Collins further 
requires, that Maharage Dowlut Rao Scindiah will state without reserve, 
whether it be his present wish and intention to maintain and preserve 
the relations of friendship which have so long subsisted between his Sircar 
and the British Government. Finally, in performance of his duty. Colo- 
nel Collins apprizes the Maharage, that should he now refuse or delay to 
give explicit answers to the foregoing questions, and continue with his 
army south of the Nerbudda, »uch refusal or delay will be regarded by 
his Excellency as an avowal of hostile designs on the part of this court 
against the British Government. Colonel Collins therefore hopes that 
motives of moderation and justice, as well as a proper sense of his own 
interests, will induce Maharage Dowlut Rao Scindiah to act on the pre- 
sent occasion conformably with the relations of amity which have so long 
subsisted between the two states, and which never have been violated on 
the part of the English, and consistently with the declaration that he 
(the Maharage) made to the Colonel on the 29th of Zeecaudeh (24th of 
March). But should the Maharage decline giving Colonel Collins the 
satisfaction which he now demands, in this case the Colonel requests that 
Maharage Dowlut Rao Scindiah will furnish him with a party of horse to 
escort-him as far as Aurungabad, together with supplies of grain suffi- 
cient for the subsistence of his sepoys and followers, until their arrival 
at that city , 

J. CoLLi^<rs, 

Res‘. D. R. S. 
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No. XXXIX. 

Thn MarquesB Wellesley to LleuL^Genernl T^he^ 

(Private and most Secret.) 

My dear Sir, I^ort William, July 5tb, 1803. 

I have delayed my communications with you, until this day, 
in the hourly expectation of a despatch from Colonel Collins, 
which might enable me to decide the question of war or 
peace with Scindiah. I have just now received a letter from 
Colonel Collins, under date the 12th of June,^ which has 
determined me to carry into execution with all practicable 
speed, the general outlines of the plan of war against Scin- 
diah, stated in my letter of the 28th of June.f I shall now 
write to you from day to day, but I would not delay this 
communication for a moment. Scindiah’s object is to gain 
time. Ours must be to act, between this time, and the month 
of October. The seizure of Agra would be a great and 
masterly blow. I know you will attempt it, if prudent. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Y our’s most sincerely and affectionately, 

Wellesley. 


No. XL. 

Esftract of a Letter fiom Mr^ Secretary Edmonstone to ColonelJohn CoUinSf 
Resident^ with X>owlut Rao Scindiah ^ dated 6/A July^ 1803. 

1. I am directed by his Excellency the most noble the Go- 
vernor-General to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 268, under date 12th June, and to communicate to you 
his Excellency’s highest approbation of your conduct in the 
important crisis of affairs described in that despatch. His 
Excellency considers your conduct on this occasion to have 
been distinguished by the greatest degree of spirit, firmness, 
and decision, as well as by the most sound judgment and dis- 
cretion, and by that moderation which becomes the represen- 
tative of the British Government even under the most insult- 
ing and unwarrantable provocation. His Excellency entirely 


See preceding letter. 


f See p. 164. 
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approves the memorial which you presented to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. You will find by your subsequent receipt of com- 
munications made to you by his Excellency’s authority, that 
the course which you have pursued on the present occasion, 
is entirely conformable to his Excellency’s intention, and to 
the principles of policy by which his Excellency is desirous 
of regulating the conduct of the British Government towards 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

2 . Further instructions will be transmitted to you at the 
earliest practicable period of time. In the mean while his 
Excellency the Governor-General deeming it expedient that 
you should receive the earliest encouragement to pursue the 
course of conduct which you have so judiciously commenced 
has been pleased to direct the immediate communication of 
his entire concurrence in the measures which you have 
adopted, and his peculiar approbation of the ability, temper, 
promptitude, and judgment, by which they have been distin- 
guished. , 


No. XLI. 

Eoftract Letter from Colmel John Coliins, Resident, with Dowkt Rae 
Scindiah, to the Marquess Wellesley, <5^., dated \Ath June, 1803. 

I do myself the honour to forward a copy and translation of 
the only written reply which this Court has thought proper 
to return to my memorial of the ISth instant, a transcript of 
which formed a part of my despatch to your Excellency of 
the same date. 


[Enclosure.] 

Copy of a Letter from Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah to Colonel 
John Collins. 

I received your friendly letter along with the paper conveying your re- 
quest for dismission, and understand the whole of both their contents. 
The affairs of our respective states are one and the same, and you are de- 
puted to preserve the relations of fdendship on the part of the Honourable 
Company. 1 have been prevented by the continuance of the rain from 
going a second time to see Rijah Raghoojee Bhooslah, Whenever the 
weather clears up^^ and that 1 can proceed to the camp of the Rajah, the 
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attendance of Balajee Koonjer and of Narrian Rao Deed will be ordered, 
and their relations taken into consideration, and after consulting together, 
you shall then be made acquainted with whatever may be determined on ; 
with respect to your departure, it is not proper to use haste on this head 5 
Intimation was personally given to Gunput Roy, whose report of the 
matter you will have received. 

A true translation, 

Paris Bradshaw, 

Assistant to the Resident with Bowlut Rao Scindiah 


No. XLIL 

Lord Cmtterea§^h to the Marquess Wellesley^ 
fMost Secret.) 

London, February 14th, 1803. 

My dear Lord, [Received July 6 th, 1803.] 

My letter to your Lordship, bearing date the 15th of No- 
vember, (most secret, No. 5,) apprized you of the reasons we 
then had for apprehending that a squadron, preparing at 
Brest, was destined for the East Indies. His Majesty’s minis- 
ters thought it expedient at that time to send your Lordship 
instructions, upon the presumption of that intelligence being 
correct, and to take naval precautions accordingly. 

This intention on the part of the French Government, if it 
ever existed, (which I much doubt,) has long since yielded to 
the pressing exigencies of their service in St. Domingo. 
Notwithstanding the successive reinforcements sent to that 
island, amounting in the whole to 36,000 men, the French are 
at this moment confined to a few of the principal stations on 
ihe coast, their army wasted to a few thousands. The negroes 
are in possession altogether of the interior 5 and the whole 
presents so discouraging a prospect, as to have shaken in 
some degree the perseverance of the first Consul. I hope, 
however, in this single instance, his obstinacy will not forsake 
him, and that St. Domingo will long continue to occupy, as 
it has hitherto done, a large proportion of the exertion and 
resources of France. 

However uncertain and critical the state of things must be 
deemed to be in Europe, I think I can venture to relieve your 



i8or,. 


ruh MVRQUrS'. ^-VPLLrsLEV, 


177 


Lordship’s mind from any apprehension, connected with the 
intei’ests immediately entrusted to your care, which, from the 
magnitude of our military resources on the spot, are happily 
less exposed to sudden attack than our possessions in any 
other quarter of the globe. 

Under this satisfactory reflection, that the Company’s 
dominions are in a great degree gi*own out of the reach of 
<ianger from the native powers, and cannot be threatened, if 
at all, fron* Europe, without long notice and preparation, 
your Lordship may proceed confidently in executing all the 
arrangements originally in your contemplation, connected 
with the restoi’ation of peace. The result of your labours 
has already reached us in a degree sufficient to satisfy my 
mind, that your Lordship’s administration will stand not less 
distinguished in point of solid financial chai’acter, than in 
the more brilliant circumstances which have marked its pro- 
gress. 

The Chairs propose bringing the plan, of which your Lord- 
ship is in possession, for the reduction of the debt, before the 
Court on Wednesday next, and you will see by the enclosed 
memorandum, that we are using every effort to procure a 
liberal supply of silver. I have urged that it should not 
fall short, in the present season, of one million five hun- 
dred thousand pounds, if so much can be procured; and, 
in addition to the arrangements announced in that memo- 
randum, I have written to his Majesty’s minister at the Court 
of Spain to inquire into the practicability of obtaining a 
supply from thence adequate to our purposes. I have said 
enough to prove to you that we are in earnest, and that any 
failure in this essential part of our plan will arise neither 
from want of funds, nor want of exertions, hut, if it should 
occur, will alone result from the impossibility of procuring 
silver in sufficient quantity. 

I perceive your Lordship, in your letter to Lord Dart- 
mouth, dated the 5th of August, expresses a wish to receive 
an early confirmation from home of the treaty concluded with 
the Vizier. My letter, explaining to your Lordship the pro- 
ceedings of the Court relative to your brother’s appointment 
to the Lieut.-Governorship of the ceded districts in Oude, 
will have appi’ized you of the circumstances, arising out of 
VOL. m. N 
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your own communications to the Court, which led to the 
postponement of a final decision on the subject at large, till 
they were in possession of your promised despatches. I cer- 
tainly do not require any farther explanations to satisfy my 
own mind of the wisdom and advantage of that arrangement, 
and should be fully prepared to concur in giving it my imme- 
diate sanction; but not having yet had an opportunity of 
communicating with the Chairs, since the arrival of your last 
despatches, I cannot jud^ in what degree the Court will feel 
precluded by their former letter from acting without having 
further information before them; in which case, your Lord- 
ship will feel that there may be some difficulty in either 
pressing them to a decision, or, after what has passed, in 
taking the decision out of their hands. But I shall not fail 
to see how far it is possible to bring this subject to an early 
conclusion. 

The discussion in Parliament on the Carnatic question is 
likely to be put off till after the recess, by the voluminous 
list of papers moved for by Mr. Sheridan, and by a subse- 
quent collection called for by Mr. Keene. The latter are 
well calculated to throw light on the system of the Car- 
natic, which cannot too strongly be brought into view. As 
I understand from Lord Grenville, that he has written 
to your Lordship with regard to the discussion of this sub- 
ject in Parliament, I trust we shall receive, before it can 
be brought on, your final instructions as to the precise 
view you would wish to have taken of the measure. The 
topic which our adversaries at present expect to derive 
most advantage from is, by contrasting your letter of the 
26th of March, 1800, with the subsequent grounds of pro- 
ceeding. 

The pressure of business connected with the finances, and 
the preparations necessary for bringing the budget of last 
year, as well as the arrangements for liquidating the Indian 
debt, before Parliament, have hitherto prevented me from 
going through the papers relative to the College, which I 
shall not fail to do (the subject being entirely new to me) as 
early as possible, and I shall feel anxious, knowing how much 
your Lordship is interested upon this point, to address you 
upon it without any unnecessary delay. 
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Lord William Bentinck expects to embark for Madras 
early in March. 

I have the honour to be, 

with great truth and regard, 

My dear Lord, 

your very sincere and faithful servant, 

Castlereagh. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I find that I have not yet 
seen much of the correspondence relative to Oude, which 
passed with the Secret Committee previous to my appoint- 
ment. I have called for the papers, and shall peruse them 
without delay. 


Nc. XLIII. 

The Right Hon Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess Wellesleq. 

London, March 16th, 1803 
My dear Lord, [Received July 6th, 1803.] 

You will probably hear from me, by an overland express, 
before this despatch may reach you by sea. I shall delay my 
communication, by the former channel, in hopes that I may 
be enabled, in the course of a yery few days, to apprize you, 
with more precision than I can do at this moment, of the 
actual or probable result of the present discussions carrying 
on with the French Government. It is enough for me at 
present to say, that his Majesty’s ministers felt that the situa- 
tion, in which we were placed, as well by the importance and 
delicacy of those discussions, as by the military preparations 
which have been carrying on for some time past in the ports 
of France and Holland, destined ostensibly for St. Domingo 
and Louisiana, was such as to call for active measures of pre- 
caution on our part ; and accordingly a strong squadron has 
been ordered to be equipped for sea. Press-warrants have 
been issued ; and the entire of the militia has been called 
out. 

The usual communication has been made to Parliament on 
this subject, and was received precisely with the temper one 
could wish. A strong disposition is shewn from all quarters 
to support the honour and the interests of the country. Opi- 
nions naturally withheld till information can be given, but no 
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attempt made to prcbs Government for premature explana- 
tion. 

The funds, as might be expected, fell on the first alarm, 
but have since considerably recovered. 

In the present state of things we can only furnish your 
Lordship with intelligence of what is passing, and desire you 
to wait for the result before you adopt any measure which 
can be productive of expence. You will receive, through 
the Secret Committee, a despatch to this eftect, coupled with 
some observations I'eferahle to the principles upon which it 
may be wise to regulate the future measures of your govern- 
ment in the event of a I'enewal of hostilities. 

It is imnccossary for me to press these observations upon 
your Lordship’s particular attention. The discussions which 
have lately taken place both at home and abroad on the im- 
portant measure of reducing the debt, now so happily brought 
to a decision by the plan for that purpose, before transmitted, 
having received nearly the unanimous sanction both of the 
Court of Dmectors and of Proprietors, and the honourable 
exertions which you have been making by retrenchments of 
expence, for giving effect to sucli a measure, will render you 
amongst the most unwilling to disturb, beyond what the exi- 
gency shall absolutely I'equire, those arrangements, on which 
the success of the plan depend .s. 

I «'im sure your Lordship will keep in viev/ how much will 
be gamed in positive strength by directing our exertions, even 
in war, against tlie debt, so long as tliere is little appearance 
of the enemy being enabled to menace India. However 
jealous France is of our power in tlie East, and however 
steady she may lie in her purjiosc of aiming at positions, from 
wliich she might one day hope to sliake that po\^cr, jet 1 
cannot persuade myself that she has, or can ha\e for a length 
of time, the moans to attempt any direct attack against 
possessions so defended as oiu\s are by the army now on 
foot. 

I wish you, tlicrefore, to consider how, under the smallest 
possible extension of expenditure, the army can be kept in 
that slate of adecpiate preparation which belongs to war. 
For the five first years of the late war, the surplus aliroad 
was us follows,— 1792-3, £1,323,000; 1793-4, £1, (>83,000; 
1794-5, £1,458,000, 1795-0, £977,000; 1790-7, £508,000. 
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Whatever efforts France may be able to make in Europe, 
India cannot be considered as more exposed now than in the 
years 1793-4-5, &c., whilst Tippoo was yet formidable. I 
must, therefore, indulge a sanguine hope that your Lordship 
will find it practicable to adopt a system, even in war, which 
shall be compatible with our financial objects, and that the 
surplus revenue, as in the years alluded to, will be still ap- 
plicable in a large amount to the reduction of debt. If pecu- 
liar difficulties arise, we must make corresponding exertions ; 
but let us save our means till those difficulties appear, as far 
as prudence will permit. 

I conclude that the several restitutions have ere this been 
made to the French and Dutch Governments. How we stand 
at present with respect to the Portuguese settlements, which 
were garrisoned by us during the war, I cannot ascertain, 
either from any orders sent from home, or from any intelli- 
gence received from abroad. Under present circumstances 
I have only to request jour Lordship, till you hear further 
from home, to turn your attention to the possible result of 
the discussions now pending, and to digest previously in your 
own mind the war system, on which you would propose to 
act, if hostilities should actually recommence, limiting it 
within the narrowest bounds in point of expence, which you 
deem at all consistent with the public safety. In the latter 
event, you shall receive early instructions from home as to 
the precise measures to be taken, with respect to the posses- 
sions of the several European powers either on the Continent 
of India, or in the Eastern Seas. 

I have the honour to remain, 

with great truth and regai*d, 
your Lordship’s most faithful and sincere 

humble servant, 
Castlereagh. 

[Enclosure la the foregoing iettei.] 

Account of Bullion sent and to be sent to India, from June, 1801, to July, 

1803 


1801 June 10th» Terpsichore (frigate,) Imoice amount, 206,754/ 
1 a‘. 3f/. ; August 27th, ScaJiorhe (do.) 1/5,444/. 16 a‘, 6//. j October 10th, 
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Eta*i/dice (do.) 60,428/. 1802. February, Jbmwk Castie, 62,712/. 

February, Perseverance^ silver, 46,199/. ; j^old, 6,496/. ; March 1st, 
fF‘ulthamst<>Wih%,^HLi March 4th, United JCmf^dom^ 60,210/. j May 8th, 
Fmne^ 24,979/. j May 8th, CuUand'e Grove^ 17, Bl?/. j May 12th, Admiral 
Aplin^ 18,306/. ; May 12th, Sir Willmn Bensley, 12,339/, ; May 12th, 
Tottenham, 38,393/. ; August , Devaynes, 31,661/ ; August , 
Skelton Castle, 19,267/ ; total, 819,777/. 17^*9f/. Provision for the pre» 
sent season, purchased and shipped, 360,000/. ; contracted for, 893,000/. j 
total, 1,243,000/. 


No. XLIV. 

EiVtmct of Letter from the Mai'quess Wellesley to his E*vcelkncy Lieut*^ 
General Lake, the Commander^in^Ckief 

My dear Sir, Fort William, July 8th, 1803. 

Despatches from Colonel Collins of the 14th of June 
received this day, satisfy me that we shall be able to break 
or rather to prevent the Mahratta confederacy against the 
Peishwa, but Scindiah’s conduct requires punishment ; and I 
therefore wish you to use every effort to prepare your army 
for the execution of the plan of which I have sent you a 
general outline. It is extremely important to be able to strike 
an effectual blow in the course of the next month. Act on 
your own judgment, and rely on my most ardent, firm, and 
iiffectionate support. I am now anxiously employed in every 
possible effort to aid your ability and skill ; you will receive 
official instruction from me soon, which will correspond with 
the tenour of my letters of the 28th ultimo i in the meanwhile 
I wish you to accelerate every preparation for assembling an 
efficient force, and to act firmly in the issuing of all requisite 
orders, depending on my unalterable principles of respect and 
attachment for your aid. 

I propose to despatch Major Shawe to you in a day or two 
with all my private instructions. I hope he may reach you 
in ten days from the day of his departure. 

I wish you to understand my dear Sir, that I consider the 
reduction of Scindiah’s power on the north-west frontier of 
llindo&tan to be an important object in proportion to the 
probability of a war with France. 
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M. Du Boigne (Scindiah’s late general) is now the chief 
confidant of Bonaparte; he is constantly at St. Cloud. I 
leave you to judge why and wherefore? 

Ever yours most faithfully, 

Wellesley. 


No. XLV. 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Lord Clive 

My Lord, Fort William, 9th July, 1803 

In the present critical situation of affairs between his Ma- 
jesty and the French Republic, I deem it proper to transmit 
to your Lordship by express, the following instructions for 
your immediate guidance. 

First. Your Lordship will not restore to any persons au- 
thorized either on the part of the French, or of the Batavian 
Republic, any possession within the limits of your Lorship’s 
government, conquered from the French or the Dutch during 
the war, and which may now remain in the occupation of the 
British Government, without further orders from me. 

Second. Your Lordship will use the necessary precautions 
for securing the means of making prisoners of war, the French 
troops already landed at Pondicherry, as soon as you shall 
receive orders from me for that purpose, or shall learn by any 
authentic advices, that the situation of affairs between his 
Majesty and France may justify such a proceeding. 

Third. Your Lordship will not permit any French troops 
to land at Pondicherry, or elsewhere, without observing similar 
precautions by stationing in their vicinity a force sufficient to 
secure the objects stated in the preceding paragraph. 

It appears more desirable to admit the disembarkation of 
any number of troops whose movements can be commanded 
by the Biitish force under your Lordship’s orders, than to 
suffer any such French force to retire to the Mauritius, or to 
any port in the Eastern Seas, from whence, in the event of 
war, hostilities might be prosecuted by France against the 
British possessions in India. You will therefore understand 
my intention to be, to secure as prisoners of war, all such 
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French troops as may arrive in India, with a view to the im- 
mediate return of such force to France. 

Your Lordship will strictly prohibit the recruiting of sepoys 
for the French service at Pondicherry. Any proceedings of 
that nature, which may have been commenced by the French 
officers already arrived at that settlement, ai'e entirely pre- 
mature, and irregular. Pondicherry is still a part of the 
British territory, and the French cannot claim any right to 
recruit their army from our subjects. 

Your Lordship will understand, that in the event of the 
French and Dutch possessions being ultimately restored to 
the two Republics, it is my determination to limit the recruit- 
ing of their respective native corps, within the boundaries of 
their respective settlements, and strictly to prohibit all pro- 
ceedings for the purpose of raising or recruiting native corps' 
for the French or Dutch service within the Britisli possessions. 
In order to give full effect to this prohibition, it will be neces- 
sary to prohibit under the most severe penalties, all native 
subjects of the British Government, its dependents, tnbuta- 
ricfa, and allies, from entering into the service of any Euro- 
pean power excepting the British Government. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to consider without delay, 
the most effectual means of providing adccpiate security 
against any attempts of the French or Dutch to rai^o or 
recruit native corps beyond the limits of their respective 
settlements, or among the subjects of the British Govern- 
ment, its dependents, tributaries, and allies. 

With respect to the native subjects of the British (Govern- 
ment, it is my intention to prevent them by the strictest laws, 
from entering into the service of any of tlie native powers of 
India, with the exception of the dependents, tributaries, and 
allies of the Company, and I desire that your Lordship will 
take early measures to the same effect. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to transmit a copy of this 
despatch to his Excellency the Vice-Admiral, and you will 
concert with his Excellency the necessary measures for se- 
curing the co-operation of his Majesty’s squadron in any 
proceedings, which may become re(|uisitc under these orders, 
towards any French or Dutch force, which may arrive on the 
coasts subject to your Lordship’s government. 
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I have received the despatch of your Lordship in council 
in the Seci’et Department, dated on the 18th ultimo, to which 
I shall have the honour of replying in the course of a few 
days, in the meanwhile, I desire that your Lordship will 
consider this despatch as the rule for the conduct of the 
Government of Fort St, George, towards the French and 
Batavian Republics. 

Your Lordship will record this despatch in the Secret De- 
partment at Fort St. George, at such time as you shall deem 
most expedient for the public safety, and for the due accom- 
plishment of the objects of these instructions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. XLVI. 

The Htmourahk 0 //. JUarlotv, to the Marquess Wellesley* 
(Private ) 

My Lord, July 12, 1803. 

I do myself the honour of enclosing the draft of a note to 
your Excellency, which I had prepared this morning. I trust 
you will excuse my sending it in an almost illegible state, and 
on scraps of paper. I had intended to copy it fair, but it has 
extended to a greater length than I had expected ; and not 
being very well, I do not feel myself quite equal to the task. 
In its present state, it will, I trust, answer equally well the 
purpose of conveying to your Excellency what has occurred 
to me on the subject of the question discussed yesterday. 

I haveithe honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
your Excellency’s most faithful, 
and obedient servant, 

G. H. Barlow. 

(Enclosure ) 

(jomciving it maybe satisfactory to your Lordship to know what has 
occuucd tome on a delibeiate consideration of the important question 

Now 8ii Geor#»c Ililaio Bailow, G C.B, then a member of the Su- 
[ueme Council. 
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discussed yesterday, 1 shall do myself the honour of statiug the result. No 
doubt was entertained, as far as related to the question of right and justice, 
that tl^e British Government was at full liberty to prosecute the present 
plan of measures, or to declare the alliance with the Peishwa void. If any 
difficulty existed with regard to this branch of the question, it was to assign 
reasons for declaring the alliance at an end without hazarding an impeach- 
ment of our good faith 

It only remained, therefore, to determine whether good policy required 
our persevering or withdrawing, under the unexpected circumstances of 
the total inability of the Peishwa to fulfil his part of the engagements, of 
the probability of hostilities with France, of the part taken by the Rajah of 
Berar, and the confederacy formed between Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, 
and Holkar, of the certainty of the approaching dissolution of the Nizam, 
and of the nature of the orders received from England. 

If we abandon the alliance, and withdraw our forces, (whatever may be 
the reasons we may assign for the measure,) no other construction will be 
given, both by friends and enemies, to this change of policy but this 5 that 
we were at least doubtful of the success of the impending military ope- 
rations. They will never believe that in the present advanced stage of the 
business, and after all the declarations which have been made by our 
ministers at the Mahratta courts, that we should abandon a plan which has 
been pursued with unremitting perseverance for a course of years, and the 
advantages of which to our intercbts are so obvious, but from an apprehen- 
sion of our inability to repel the opposition which has been raised to the 
consolidation of our alliance with the Peishwa. What will be the effect of 
this impression on the minds of our friends and enemies ? Our friends 
will no longer entertain their present implicit confidence in our power and 
piotectlon, and our enemies will make all India resound with shouts of 
triumph at our having yielded the field to them The mischievous conse- 
quences which must be produced by this change in the sentiments of the 
states of India with respect to the British power, cannot be calculated. 

But is it certain, in the event of our withdrawing our forces, that wc 
should be allowed to retain the countries ceded to us by the Peishwa to in- 
demnify us for the expense of the measures undertaken for his support ? 
Is it not to be apprehended that the power which might succeed m usurp- 
ing the authoiity of the Poonah Government, would endeavour to compel 
us to relinquish those countries, by committing continued depredations 
in them, in the confidence that the same motives which induced\us to avoid 
war when our aimies were in the field, and in the most advantageous po- 
sitions, would influence us still more strongly, when we had to collect 
those aimies again, and which the operations of the most successful cam- 
paign could not be expected to place in their present advantageous posi- 
tions ? There is no conjecturing to what lengths the presumptuous cha- 
racter of the Mahrattas might impel them under such circumstances. Thus 
we might be compelled to go to war under the disadvantages of loss of 
national character, and of limited means, and probably after having afforded 
to the French an opportunity of connecting themselves as auxiliaries with 
some of the Main atta states. 
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Should this be the result^ the Government would incur a heavy load of 
responsibility in England. Its conduct would be first censured for engag- 
ing in the alliance, next, for withdrawing from it, and lastly, for placing 
itself in a situation which reduced it to the alternative of engaging in a 
war under the disadvantages above stated, or of sacrificing the national 
character by relinquishing the retained territories. 

With respect to the expected death of the Nizam, supposing the Mah- 
rattas, or any of the disafiected members of the Nizam's family, to have it 
in contemplation to take advantage of that event to destroy our connection 
with the Court of Hyderabad, our armies in the Deccan could not be more 
favourably stationed than they are at present for the purpose of frustrating 
any such designs. If such designs are entertained, I am persuaded it 
would have been your Lordship's duty to have called the same armies into 
the field, supposing no alliance had been concluded with the Peishwa. 

With respect to the French, supposing the present questions m Europe 
not to lead to an immediate rupture, we are now certain that the whole 
course of their policy has for its object the subversion of the British em- 
pire in India, and that at no distant period of time they will put their plans 
into execution. It is absolutely necessary for the defeat of these designs, 
that no native state should be left to exist m India, which is not upheld by 
the British ppwer, or the political conduct of which is not under its abco- 
lute control. The restoration of the head of the Mahratta empire to his 
Government through the influence of the British power, in fact, has placed 
all the remaining states of India in this dependent relation to the British 
Government. If the alliance with the Peishwa is maintained, its natural 
and necessary operations would in the course of time reduce Scindiah (the 
power which may aheady be said to be in the interests of France) and the 
Rajah ofBcrar, to a state of dependence upon the Peishwa, and conse- 
(juently upon the British poiver, even if they had acquiesced in the treaty 
of Bassein. But their unjust opposition to this treaty affords us an oppor- 
tunity of at once reducing their power to a state that will remove every 
obstacle to the consolidation of the alliance with the Peishwa, and to the 
uttamment of all its advantages. When can we hope for another oppor- 
tunity equally favourable, or (under all the probable consequences of with- 
(li awing fioin tlie alliance,) when can we hope to have all India again at 
our command B With respect to the chiefs combined against us, have we 
any reasonable ground to apprehend that we shall not prevail in the con- 
test B The Guieowar state (always considered to form a considerable part 
of the strength of the Mahratta empire,) is actively employed in our sup- 
port. The Peishwa, although unable from imbecility of character, to com- 
mand with effect the resources at his disposal, is with us. We have the aid 
and countenance of his authority, and his tenitories to the south of the 
Godavery friendly to our cause, at least more so lhau to that of our ene- 
mies. Scindiah, therefore, is the only chief who possesses the means of 
making any serious opposition. W’e know that the Rajah of Berar pos- 
fee>»ses neither military knowledge nor military resources. We also know 
that Holkar’s army consists of a body of plunderers, and that he has no 
or maiatainiug u contest of any duialion Our armv, wdl equipped. 
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has established itself within the heart of the 

within a tew marches of their camp, where they are collected without 
mi resources* or provisions, and where there is every prospect wo 
shall destroy or disperse their whole force at one blow. It is scarcely 
possible that the^ power could be placed m circumstuncea more 

favourable for our etlecting its destruction* - , , « . 

S respect to the solicitude expressed in England for carrying into 
effect the plan for paying off the debt in the next six years, we can esti- 
mate with tolerable accuracy to what degree the execution of that plan is 
likely to be interrupted by a perseverance in the present course of measures 
in the MahrSa empire « I'kely to he less in extent 

and dufation than that which may be expected from abandoning the 
ance with the Peishwa, if there is any foundation for the conjectures which 
I have stated as to the probable consequences of that measure. Every year 
wS probably produce some of those calamities which would inevitably 
attend our declining power and influence, and we cann^ conjecture wha 
;TuW be irsituatL^t the expiration of six years On tboo.h^ haud 
if we persevere in the piesent measures, and succeed, we are 
onlv that the existing debt, with the addition to it which may be otuisioiied 
Tv ?be prosecSton of the Fesent measures, will be cxtinguislied within the 
ejected time, but that the British power will be establisbed throughout 

"Hk »-p« •» “ yr 

stiongly impressed on my mind in proportion as I consider it m all its 
relations. I am confident that the line of policy is entitled to this cha- 
lactcr, whether considered with reference to the discharge 
the augmentation of the investment, or the other objects wUidi the a tho- 
rities m England have in view, to the true interests of the MahratU diitfs, 
to the happwess of the millions of wictclied people who inhabit the coun- 

"p.1 » to P«™. » *k« »«!..«« a •.« tea. .. .k. u— 

and reputation of our national character, or to the stability of the Biitish 
empue in India 
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The Marqum fFellesky to Lieut. Luke 
(Secret and Confidential ) 

My dear Sir, Fort William, July 18th, 1803. 

I received this day with the greatest satisfaction, your very 
able and encouraging communication of the 9th instant. I 
return a copy of your memorandum with marginal notes by 
this express. 1 trust that these notes, together with my late 
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official communications and orders will be satisfactory to you* 
I am so unwell in consequence of a severe attack of rheuma- 
tism, that it is with difficulty I can contrive to write even a 
few lines; but I hope that you will perceive the pleasure 
which I derive from the prospect opened by your letter, and 
that you will feel the entire confidence which I repose in your 
zeal, ability, and honour. 

I consider an active effort against the Mahrattas, I mean 
Scindiah and Berar, (for the Peishwa is ours) to be the best 
possible preparation for a renewal of war with France* You 
will therefore act confidently, and you will use every effort to 
prepare for the early execution of the very able plan of ope- 
rations which you have framed. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Your most faithfully and sincerely, 

Wellesley. 


[Enclosure.] 

Memoraniliim htf Lieut.-Genpr/d LaJte with the Marqum ohser- 

i^ntwiift themm, 1803 * 

1. Main army to consist of the under-mentioned corps, with a propor- 
tionate field train, and battering train of eighteen pounders, and two eight 
inch mortars 

Cavalrt/ B.— 8th Light Dragoons j 27th ditto; 29th ditto. N,— 1st, 2d, 
3id, dth. 

infat^trfj —76th regiment ; two battalions 15th regiment ; two ditto 
4th regiment, two ditto 2d regiment, two ditto 12th regiment, one ditto 
14th regiment 

Two gallopers with each regiment of cavalry, and two six-pounders with 
each battalion, making thiity field pieces attached to the corps, indepen- 
dent of the line part composed of twelves, sixes, and howitzers 

2 Detachment to be assembled at Allahabad for the purpose of entering 
Bundelcund, viz —two battalions 18th regiment; fiist ditto 13thiegiment, 
second ditto J 1th regiment. 

Two six-pounders with each corps is ten guns, and two twelve-pounders 
two howitzers, and four six-pounders in park. 

3. Detachment to cover Rohilcund, and to invade Sahaninpour if an 
opportunity ofFers, viz.— 6th regiment of native cavaliy; first battalion 
12th regiment; second ditto 8th regiment , second ditto 9th regiment. 

* The observations of the Mart/uess Wellesley are gi’en as notes in 
tUtVws on Geueial Lakeys memorandum — [AU] 
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Two six-pounders with each corps is eight guns, to which four additional 
six-pounders may be added. 

4, Detachment to cover Benares, three troops 5th regiment cavalry j two 
battalions 5th regiment, (native infantry 5 ) first battalion 1 st regiment j to 
be ordered up from Dinapore. 

5. AtCaunpore, two battalions 17th (native infantry), and five com- 
panies of second battalion Ifith'native infantry, 

5 . At Futty Ghur, second battalion 14th regiment. 

7. At Btayah, first battalion 11th regiment; this corps is conveniently 
situated to support either the main army, or Allahabad detachment, and it 
may he advisable to keep it at Etayah for a time, to cover the Ghauts on 
the Jumna. 

This duposition contained in paragraph 1, m 7, inclusive ^ appears to we 
to he very judictous^ and to answer every purpose in my contemplation ^ — 
Wellesley. 

8. The early defeat of Perron in the field, appears to be of the first 
importance, and would in all probability be decisive of the success of the 
campaign. 

8. Independent of the immediate advantages which would follow the 
defeht of his regular infantry, in which consists his principal strength — the 
effect which this would produce on the minds of the native princes, could 
not fail to be highly beneficial to us. So strongly are they impressed with 
the idea of his superiority and apprehensive of his vengeance, that how- 
ever desirous they may be to throw off his yoke, still there is great room 
to fear, that until the superiority of the British arms shall be completely 
established by some decided advantage, they will not dare to declare their 
sentiments, or to take a hostile part against him. 

The moment our superiority is manifested, there is little doubt but they 
will court our protection, and thereby diminish the force of the enemy in 
a double proportion, by adding to our strength what is taken from the 
enemy. 

The defeat of Perron is certainly the first object, and 1 entirely concur in 
this reasoning. The plan of sewing Agra proceeded on a supposition that 
it might not be practicable to induce Perron to meet us in the field ; or that 
Agra might be seized or obtained while the mam army teas employed in pur- 
suing Perron. 

J am now convinced that the primary object of the emnpaign ought to be 
the defeat of Petron^s regular corns 

The Commander-in-Chxef will consider what advantage can be derived jhm 
any negotiation with Perron, or Hessmg, (/or Agra.) My opinion, how- 
ever IS, that it might be dangeims to attempt any negotiation hith any of 
ScindiaUs officers until we shall be masters of the field —Wellesley. 

9. It may therefore be judged advisable to press Perron at once, with 
a force, sufficient to ensure his overthrow and expulsion from the Dohb. 
This once effected, the seiges of Agra, &c. can be undertaken 'without 
inconvenience. 

/ wish that not a moment should be lost in assembling the army accord- 
ing to the present disposition: and the moment that the Commander-rn-Chhf 
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shall receive advice that Colonel Collins has quitted Scindiah's camp, or that 
General Wellesley has commenced hostilities, or if the CommanderAnrChief 
should be of opinion that the Mahratta confederacy is likely to derive advan-^ 
tage from any operation of Mr* Perron^s force, or of any other troops %n 
Hindostan s his Excellency will not hesitate to commence hostilities, and he 
may rely on the suppoH of the government. 

m$ note will be made official to-morrow* It is highly desirable to antici- 
pate the projects of Scindiah, and of the Rajah of Berar. by an early and 
decisive blow s and the Commander-in-Chief will understand this principle to 
constitute the spirit of all the Gouernor-GeneraVs views — Wellesley. 

10. At the time the main army moves against Perron, the AJlahahad 
detachment, at least such part of it as can be drawn together, may menace 
Culpee and the Bundelcund country, which will prevent any considerable 
assistance in cavalry being sent to Peiron. 

This precaution appears to be highly judicious — the Commander-in-Chlef 
will be furnished immediately with a copy of Mr* Mercefs instructions, who 
will proceed immediately to join the Commander-in-Chief for the purpose of 
acting under his Excellency's orders, in the various political negotiations 
connected with the movement of the army. -^Wellesley* 

11. The detachment in Rohilcund to be assembled above Amrooa, wlieic 
it will cover Rampore, and if it moves to the banks of the Ganges and 
threatens Saharunpore, it will prevent Bapooja Scindiah from assisting 
Perron and keep the Seiks and the Gudjer chiefs in check. 

Entirely approved. — Wellesley. 

12. Immediately behind Mirzapoor is the principal road leading into the 
Bundela country, and through it to Nagpore, A battalion from Benar#»s 
might seize the passes, and by that means compel the Bundela chiefs and 
Rajah of Nagpore to divide their force, which would greatly facilitate the 
operation of the Allahabad detachment. 

The Commander-in-Chief will determine this point after having seen Mr. 
Mercer* s instructions. — Wellesley. 

13 The detachment at Miduapore encreased to the utmost extent of 
troops that cun be spaied from th<^ prcbuleucy, and the body guard ought 
to enter the Cuttack, and a diveision to be made on the opposite side from 
Ganjam,— this, joined to the threatened invasion from Mirzapore and 
Culpee, would alarm the Rajah of Berar for the safety of his dominions, 
and compel him to leave Scindiah, and leturn to protect his own country; 

The fo 7 ce at Midn^tpore has been encreased by one battalion and a com- 
pany of artillery, and it is proposed to encrease it further as soon as may be 
pructkahle* * 

The Governor-General has taken means for seising Cuttack from Ganjam. 

The plan inll be forwarded immediately to the Commander-m-Chief. 

It yppears *o be difficult, if not absolutely impossible, to move troops from 
Mxdnapore into Cuttack during the rainy season ^ f hoicever, this movement 
should appear to be practicable, it will be attempted. .At all events no doubt 
exists of our b0ng masters of Cuttack, from Ganjam before the conclusion of 
the rains — Wellesley* 

13 Aftei the defeat of Peiron, wlien it is expected many of the inde- 
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pendent princes will declare in onr favour, the Allahabad detaduneiU can 
be increased, so as to enable it with every assurance of success, to pene« 
trate into the heart of Berm*. 

Thkconclmtm u just i the eperathm nfter the rains must depend on 
cireumstances, which we shall ham the full time to discuss* The great 
objects of the war should be (,lst% to defeat Perron^ and to occupy the whole 
of the Doab ; (2«fi), to secure the passes from the southward into Hindostan; 
i3rd), to occupy Cuftaek ; {Ath\ to defeat Setndiah and the Rajah of Berar 
in the Peccant and to detach or defeat ffolkar and Jmrut Hao durmg the 
rainy season* If these olyects be attained previously to the month of October, 
the Mahratta power will be eMincL-- Wellesley* 

14. The most essential advantages may be derived from an union with 
Begum Sumroo, who has long evinced a desire to be taken under the pro- 
tection of the English. Exclusive of the accession to our strength by the 
co-operation of her forces, (eight battalions,) her interest witli the Seik 
Chiefs might secure their neutrality, if not their assistan(%\ 

Four of her battalions are now with Scindiah, wluch may prove an ob- 
stacle to an early declaration of her sentiments, hut if a rupture actually 
takes place, and she is sincere in what she has often declared, means tnight 
he contrived to enable those battalions to join Oeneral Wellesley. 

This suggestion is eatiremely proper, and orders will he immediately sent to 
Colonel Scott; Mr* Mercefs instructions mclude this point — Welleshy* 

16. There appears to be strong rcjisons against attacking Gwalior, whlb^ 
Perron is in force. 

1st. A body of troops equal to the service could not be spared, for thev 
would be opposed by the united force of Ambajee, Khoondajice, uinl the 
petty Rajahs tributary to the Mahrattas. 

2nd. Ambajee is at variance with dadoon Eao, Scindiah’s Prime Minister, 
and disgusted at the preference Scindiah has shewn to Jadoou Euo« 

3rd* Gwalior, %vith most of the strong forts on this side of India, belong 
to Ambajee and his brother Kundrojee ; an attack on Gwalior would com- 
pel them to take au active part against us, whereas it is not impossible, 
adverting to the ill terms they arc on with Scindiah and his Minister, if 
left unmolested, they would remain quiet, and as they formerly wished to 
form an alliance with the English to guard themselves from the grasping 
ambition of Scindiah, they might be brought over to our interest. 

The Commandet-m-Chtef will determnw these points on Ms own judg- 
ment, after having received Mr* Mercer^s instructions* The great object 
in this quarter is 'to prevent Scindiah from entering Hindostan with a large 
, body of cavalry. — Wellesley* 

16. The chiefs of Bundelcund are so divided and torn into factions, that 
it will be easy to secure one party. 

Mr* Mercefs instructions. — Wellesley 

17 . The Rajpoot and Jaut Rajahs arc disgusted with the Mahratta rule, 
but their dread of Perron’'s power exceeds their wish to be relieved ; the 
same observation applies to the Seik Chiefs, but there is little doubt the 
defeat of Perron would be the signal for a general defection of all these 
Chiefs from the Mahratta interests. 
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Colonel Kyd or Mr. Ahmuty might feel the disposition of Ghunny and 
Himniut Beh^dur in Buiidelcund. 

Perfectly just s this subject is fully stated in Mr Mercer^ s instructions ; 
letters ham been addressed to the Seihs, and to Hmmut Behildur, of which 
copies will be sent to the Commander^n-Chief — Wellesley. 

Id Begum Sumroo has a vakeel at Lucknow who might he sounded by 
Colonel Scott. 

Chrder will be issued. — Wellesley. 

19. Colonel Sutherland, lately dismissed from the command of a bri- 
gade by Perron, might be able to give much valuable information, and be 
instrumental in drawing over other officers from Perron. 

I do not know where Colonel Sutherland is to be founds if the Com- 
mander-in-Chief should know, his Excellency will be so good as to tahe imme- 
diate means for securing Mr. Sutherland's assistance. In general I wish 
the Commander-in-Chief to understand ^ that I shall cheerfully sanction any 
obligations or expence incurred for the purpose of conciliating the officers 
or ministers of the confederates — Wellesley. 

20. The Sepoys formerly discharged our service, would no doubt be 
happy to quit Scindiah, and rejoin their old corps were they permitted so 
to do. 

This point appears to be sufficiently secured by the late augmentation of 
corps to the war establishment — Wellesley. 

21. The experimental horse artilleiy will be very useful in this quaitei 

The experimental horse artillery will embark this day for the upper pro- 
vinces — Wellesley. 

22. A detachment from the body guard would have been a most desira- 
ble acquisition, but on consideration, the lower provinces being so totally 
without cavalry, the presence of so efficient a porps may be absolutely 
necessary in Bengal, but of this, his Excellency the most noble the Go- 
vernor-General will be the best judge. 

It appears most desirable to detain the body guard at the Presidency . — 
Wellesley. 


No. XLVIIL 


Marquess Wellesley to Right Honorable Lord Viscount Castlereagh 


(Secret.) 


My DEAR Lord, Fort William, 25 July, 1803 

1, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th March 1803.* 

2 . I return your lordship many thanks for the information 
communicated in that despatch. 


• Sec p 179. 
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5. Your Lordship may be assured of my utmost endeavours 
to accelerate the success of the measures adopted in England 
for the reduction of the Indian debt ; and I entertain a confi- 
dent expectation that the circumstance of a renewal of hostili- 
ties with France, unaccompanied by the danger of military 
operations of the French in India, or by a rupture between 
the Company and the Mahratta power, would not occasion 
any material delay in the progress of the system adopted for 
the liquidation of the Indian debt, provided the Court of 
Directors shall duly supply treasure from home equal to the 
prime cost of investment in India. 

4. It is however my positive duty to apprize your lordship 
that I received the letter from the Secret Committee under 
date (the 17th March 1808) with sentiments of the utmost 
concern, as well as of the most serious apprehension. 

6. The orders contained in that letter directing the prin- 
cipal attention of this government in the supposed event of a 
renewal of hostilities with France to the reduction of the 
Indian debt appears to me to inculcate principles of policy 
which may prove injurious to the safety of this empire, espe- 
cially in time of war. 

6. The proportion which the Indian debt now bears to our 
annual revenues, the proportion of our annual charges to our 
annual revenues, the reduction effected in the rate of interest 
upon public loans since the year ~1798, the amount and ope- 
ration of the sinking fund established in India, the present 
high credit of all the securities of Government, and the flou- 
rishing and progressive condition of every branch of our 
resources, must satisfy your lordship that exaggerated appre- 
hensions have been disseminated with repect to the magni- 
tude and pressure of the debt in India ; and that its existence 
cannot be considered to form the principal object of danger 
to India in a season of war with France. 

7. Just economy in time of war is a bulwark of strength 
against the enemy ; and I trust that your lordship will con- 
fide in my anxious solicitude to avail myself of this powerful 
aid as well as of every other means of prosecuting war against 
France in India. At the same time I am convinced, that 
your lordship will not suffer commercial prejudice and the 
eager desire of temporary mercantile advantage to contract 
the comprehensive scale of our military preparations or to 
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repress the activity of military enterprize in India in the event 
of a renewal of hostilities with our formidable and implacable 
foe. 

8. My construction of the tenor of the letter of the Secret 
Committee may I hope prove erroneous : it appears to me to 
contain orders calculated to abate that spirit of alacrity and 
forward military preparation which it has been my anxious 
endeavour to encourage, and on which must ever depend the 
security of the British possessions in India not only during 
the existence of war with France, but even in time of peace. 

9. In my letter addressed to your lordship under date 
^Oth April 1803, 1 had the honour to request your attention 
to the deficiencies in the effective strength of the European 
force destined for the peace establishment of India. The 
peace establishment proposed by your lordship if completely 
maintained (with some additions which I shall have the honour 
of submitting to your lordship’s consideration in a separate 
despatch) would in my opinion answer every ordinary purpose 
of security ; even in time of war. 

10. Extraordinary emergencies must be met by adequate 
efforts ; but it is absolutely necessary that the military esta- 
blishment maintained in India (especially the European 
troops) even in time of peace with France, should be formed 
upon a scale calculated to frustrate surprize from the French 
and to maintain a commanding superiority over the improv- 
ing military establishments of the Mahratta powers. 

11. The degree of danger to be apprehended from the 
efforts of France in India in time of peace, is stated in a des- 
patch to Lord Hobart (of the 20th June 1803) a copy of 
which is enclosed for your lordship’s information.* Your 
lordship appears to be fully impressed with the necessity of 
maintaining in India even in time of peace with France an 
European army equal to all the ordinary exigencies of war : 
and my opinion, with regard to the amount of the force ade- 
quate to that purpose, will not be found at variance with 
your lordship’s judgment to any considerable extent. 

12. The reductions which I effected in the strength of our 
native regiments upon the conclusion of peace with France 
were expressly founded upon that event, with reference also 


* See appendix 
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to the existing state o^f picacse with all the native powers. 
In referring to nay clespatc:! C]of the 8th February 1802*) to 
the Comraander-in-CMef on "itliat subject, your lordship will 
observe that I have consicJeried those reductions to be inse- 
parably connected tvitht th«e c ont inuance of general peace in 
India and Furope. 

13. The degree of danger to he apprehended from France 
in India during the existence of war is in my opinion inconsi- 
derable in the present sta-te of our power in India, provided 
that power be duly e^xerteiL in maintaining a commanding 
superiority in these seas, arid in preserving our European 
and native land forces k a state of complete efficiency and 
strength. It is also essentioilto the security of these domi- 
nions to cultivate the military energy of the government, and 
to animate its vigilancs axnd zeal, together with the spirit of 
the army, by encooraging the iree and unrestrained course 
of our exertions against tlie -enemy in India. 

14. While the Cape oif Gfrood Hope, the Mauritius, Bata- 
via and Amboy na shai.ll irenimaia in the hands of the French 
and Batavian Republics, tlie security of this empire in time 
of war mxist rest iijiori tke etxtent and condition of the naval 
and military force station ed m India; upon the constant and 
diligent observation of Hie enemy’s motions, and upon the 
prompt application of oor means of defence to such opera- 
tions as xnay frustrate th e attempts, which may he expected 
from those places during tl« progress of the war. 

15. In addition to these cronsiderations it is to be observed 

that the several forts Dind settlements of the French, the 
Dutch, and Poxtugucse inMndia in time of war with France 
must either be garrisoned "liy British troops or must afford 
considerable advantage t:o France in the prosecution of hos- 
tile designs agains t OEir This consideration necessa- 

rily requires the employmemt of a considerable body of our 
troops either for the puLtpose of occupying those places, or 
of observing the miovements of any French force which may 
be stationed in those Tpla«es respectively, or may menace them. 

16. A.11 the yos sessioms of the French and Dutch on the 
continent of India- no? xenmain in our hands, and Goa must 
be garrisoned by Britislii troops, it would therefore have been 


« iSee nL h p. 624 
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necessary with reference exclusively to these circumstances 
to maintain our European establishment at least upon the 
full scale of efficiency proposed by your lordship for a peace 
establishment^ and to raise all the native corps to the war 
establishment. 

17. The state of preparation required by the commotions in 
the Mahratta empire, by the conduct of Dowlut Bao Scin- 
diah, and of the Rajah of Berar, by the position and strength 
of Scindiah’s French corps under the command of M. Perron, 
has already compelled me to restore the native corps to the 
w^ar establishment, even previously to the certainty of a 
renewal of hostilities with France; and the subsidiary en- 
gagements concluded in the Deccan have required the addi- 
tion of three native regiments in BengaL 

18. The orders from the Secret Committee prohibit any 
attempt against the Mauritius or Batavia. Any such attempt 
from India in the present state of the Mahratta power would 
be imprudent. But it is my duty to state to your lordship 
my conscientious opinion that in the event of a renewal of 
war with France, the early conquest of the Isle of France 
would be an object of the utmost importance to the commerce 
and pplitical security of these possessions. 

19. While the French shall retmn the Isle of France with 
the advantage of an amicable communication with the Cape 
of Good Hope, a force may be maintained between these 
two settlements which may be employed either in attempting 
some vulnerable point of our extensive coast, or in endea- 
vouring to aid some native power in effecting conquests of 
neutral possessions which might enable the French to menace 
our frontier. 

20 . Your lordship will observe that this last suggestion 
relates to the probable designs of France upon the coast of 
Ava. 

21. I shall entertain no apprehension of being enabled to 
meet the most vigorous attempt which France could proba- 
bly make on any part of our possessions, provided the mili- 
tary establishments be preserved in complete vigour. But 
the arrival of a French force on the continent of India (an 
event which may be expected in the progress of the war 
if the French should retain the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Mauritius) and the partial or temporary success of such an 
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invasion would occasion alarm, and might encourage some of 
our tributaries or dependants to excite disturbances. 

22. A French force might be employed from the same 
settlements against Malacca or Prince of Wales’ Island, (if 
not against any of our continental possessions) and in that 
case a considerable expense must be incurred for the pur- 
pose of expelling it in the probable event of its first success. 

28. Under these circumstances all our measures of defence 
must be adopted with the supposition that the French may 
assemble at the Isle of France and at the Cape of Good 
Hope a force adequate to hostile purposes, and your lord- 
ship is apprized that at certain seasons of the year no supe- 
riority of naval strength can entirely secure all our posses- 
sions from attack. 

24. The great extent of the coasts of India, and the variety 
of services which may require the attention of his Majesty’s 
ships, added to the defective authority of the Company’s 
Government with regard to the navy in India, render the 
naval defences of our Indian empire extremely precarious 
even with a decided superiority in the number and strength 
of his Majesty’s ships over those of France and Holland. 

25. At present the French and Dutch ships in the Indian 
and Eastern seas exclusive of those at the Cape of Good 
Hope, are supposed to be superior in number and weight of 
metal to his Majesty squadron within the same seas. But 
I am not apprehensive of any early junction of these forces. 
The distance between Batavia, the Isle of Finance, and the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the actual position of the squadron 
which brought M. De.caen,’*^ together with the state of all the 
French and Dutch ships and men, appear to preclude all imme- 
diate danger; and I conclude that early reinforcements to the 
navy and army in India will speedily arrive from England. 
But in any case the Company’s Government must provide for 
the immediate defence of our ports and of their trade, while 
the French and Dutch shall retain any possessions or force 
in those seas. 

26. While the French shall remain in possession of the 
Isle of France, the British Government in India will be sub- 
jected to a heavy expense in supporting a separate marine 


* Governor of tHc Isles of Fiance and Bourbon.— [AV.] 
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force for these objects and for the protection of the country 
trade^ and of the Company’s ships. During the last war with 
France the captures made in India by privateers fitted out 
from the Isle of France, are estimated at four millions sterling. 

37, This additional expense for maintaining a marine 
force must be incurred inunediately upon the commencement 
of war with France. 

28* During the last war his Majesty’s squadron was never 
equal to all the objects which demand the protection of a 
naval force on these seas, and the immediate defence of the 
trade of the ports of Calcutta and Bombay devolved princi- 
pally on the Company’s Government. Similar difficulty must 
be expected to arise on the renewal of hostilities with France 
and Holland. 

29. The possession of the Isle of France would diminish 
the danger to our trade and dominions in India which must 
be expected to arise from the possession of the Cape by the 
Batavian Republic if it should not be found convenient or 
deemed advisable to recover that colony firom the hands of 
the enemy. 

30. I have learnt with considerable concern that opinions 
are entertained by most respectable persons in England tend- 
ing to undervalue the importance of the possession of the 
Cape of Good Hope in time of war with France and Hol- 
land. I cannot furnish your lordship with a more satisfac- 
tory testimony of my opinion on that question, than by 
requesting your attention to the annexed extract of a letter 
which I addressed to Mr. Dundas firom the Cape of Good 
Hope in (the month of February) 1798, during my residence 
in that colony, at which I touched upon my voyage to India.* 

31. Your Lordship, I trust, will pardon the emotions of 
zeal for the security of these possessions, which induce me to 
express an earnest hope that an early attempt may be made 
to disturb the strength of the enemy either at the Cape of 
Good Hope or at the Isle of France. 

32. The reduction of either of those possessions would 
afford great additional security to ova Indian empire, and it 
will be obvious to your Lordship that the reduction of either 
possession would facilitate our operations against the other. 


* See vol. i. p* 1. 
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It would not be advisable to undertake an expedition 
against the Isle of France by a combined operation from 
England and from India. It is always to be apprehended 
that some branches of the arrangements for a combined ope- 
ration from such distant points may fail. The season may be 
lost, and the enemy may easily obtain information of the in- 
tended attempt, in time to prepare resistance. Under any 
state of affairs on the Continent of India no considerable aid 
in European troops could prudently be afforded from India, 
even if the peace establishment, proposed by your Lordship, 
of seventeen regiments, of one thousand men, were completed* 

34. In the present state of the European force in India, your 
Lordship is apprized of the deficiencies which render it unequal 
to the purposes originally in your Lordship’s contemplation. 

35. After the reduction either of the Isle of France or of 
the Cape of Good Hope, it would be a practicable and expe- 
dient measure to compose a part of the garrisons of either of 
those places of native sepoys from India 5 and in that event, 
a part of the European force originally sent from England to 
the Cape of Good Hope, or to the Mauritius, might proceed 
to India. 

36. Any operation against the Cape of Good Hope would, 
in all probability, appear to his Majesty's ministers to pro- 
mise most speedy and effectual success by being despatched 
directly from England, and I would strongly I'ecommend that 
in any expedition against the Cape of Good Hope no reliance 
should be placed upon co-operation from India. 

37. It would be diflScult to despatch an expedition against 
the Mauritius directly from Europe ; if, therefore, any expe- 
dition be intended against the Mauritius, it would appear 
most advisable to commence the operation by a considerable 
reinforcement of the European troops in India. Those rein- 
forcements might be divided between Madras, Bombay and 
Ceylon, distributing the largest proportion at Madras and 
Ceylon. 

38. An expedition might then be prepared by the Govern- 
ment of India for the attack of the Mauritius, with the ad- 
vantage of a short voyage, of the most recent information 
relative to the defences of the Island, and also with the aid 
of a proportion of native troops. 

39. Your Lordship will remark that most of the contin- 
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gencies supposed in this letter require an increase of military 
and marine charges, and that the state of affairs with the 
Mahrattas has already compelled me to restore the native 
army to the war establishment, while the subsidiary engage- 
ments concluded with the Peishwa and the Guicowar have 
rendered an increase of the native force in Bengal indispen- 
sably necessary. 

40. In stating the necessity of these expences, I have not 
pointed your Lordship’s attention to any other opinions than 
such as I have been enabled to form upon the important 
question of our military establishments and state of prepara- 
tion. 

41. Entertaining a firm persuasion that I have the honour 
to possess your Lordship’s confidence, I am satisfied that 
you will give me full credit for the most anxious desire to 
avoid every increase of expence which is not absolutely essen- 
tial to an adequate state of preparation for war. If, however, 
I were to refer your Lordship to the opinions of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief General Lake, of Lieut-General Stuart, 
and of the Governments of Fort St. George, Bombay and 
Ceylon, your Lordship would find that the additions which I 
have made to our military force in consequence of the events 
to which I have adverted is inferior to the augmentations 
proposed by those respectable authorities. 

4£. The Commander-in-Chief General Lake, for whose 
opinion I entertain the highest respect, concurs with me on 
the sufficiency of the augmentations made in Bengal, and I 
trust that if our European establishment be maintained com- 
plete, according to suggestions which I shall have the honour 
to submit to your Lordship in a separate letter, no further 
increase of our military force can be required, unless with a 
view to fulfil new treaties of subsidy, which, of course, will 
include the provision of additional funds. 

43. To meet the expences incident to the preparations for 
war, and to the execution of our treaties with the Peishwa 
and with the Guicowar, the subsidiary grants of territory 
from those states will prove an efficient resource. 

44. If war should take place with the Mahrattas and 
Monsieur Perron, it will probably be attended by the con- 
quest of territories, which will speedily repay our expences. 

45. With respect to the account which your Lordship has 
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enclosed of the surplus realized in India from the peace of 
Seringapatam to the year 1796-7, it is difficult to apply that 
account to present circumstances without entering into a 
minute examination of the principles on which the surplus in 
India was calculated during those years. 

46. It would also he requisite to examine whether during 
that period of time the military establishments in India were 
maintained in a state of adequate preparation for war. At 
the time of my arrival in India, I have no hesitation in re- 
peating to your Lordship the opinion which I recorded at 
that moment, that* our Indian empire was not in a state of 
military or naval preparation in any degree calculated to meet 
the exigency of war. 

47. The destruction of Tippoo Sultaurfs power has re- 
moved the most formidable enemy of the British power in 
India, but the actual condition of the Mahratta powers con- 
nected with the views of France and the constitution of some 
branches of Scindiah’s military establishment will require the 
most vigilant and extensive state of military preparation. 

48. I entertain no apprehension, however, of meeting the 
expence incident to these preparations without any material 
check to the Company’s commercial investment, and without 
any important delay in the operations for the reduction of 
the debt. My apprehensions of the approaching crisis would 
be much more serious, if I were not confident that your Lord- 
ship will oppose the generosity, vigour and firmness of your 
mind to the progress of any system of compromise between 
the conflicting characters of merchant and sovereign, which 
compose the constitution of the East India Company. While 
that Company shall represent the sovereign executive autho- 
rity of the realm in so great, populous, and flourishing a por- 
tion of the British empire, its duties of sovereignty must be 
deemed paramount to its mercantile interests, prejudices, and 
profits. In time of peace, the happiness of its subjects, the 
permanent improvement of its dominions, the dignity, purity, 
and vigour of its government must take precedence of com- 
mercial considerations. The sovereignty of the Company is 
the basis and strength of its commerce j and from the faithful 
discharge of the duties of empire in India must ever flow the 
wealth and credit of the trading corporation in London. In 
time both of peace and of war, the strength and efficiency of 
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the army, and above all, the military spirit and character of 
the government in India must be cultivated with uninter- 
rupted assiduity, and determined perseverance. To that 
spirit and character we owe the origin of this empire ; and 
in preserving the cause of its origin we shall provide the most 
effectual security for its preservation. The most indispen- 
sable duty of the sovereign executive government in India is 
therefore the maintenance of the military power, without 
which no security can exist for the mercantile or financial 
interests of the Company, or even for the tranquillity and 
welfare of our Indian subjects. 

40. I shall have the honour of addressing despatches to 
Lord Hobart relative to the restitutions to be made to the 
French and Dutch Governments, to the Portuguese settle- 
ments, and generally to the possessions of the several Euro- 
pean powers on the Continent of India, or on the Eastern 
Seas. Copies of these despatches will be transmitted to your 
Lordship for your information, and I shall hope to receive 
his Majesty’s further instructions, relative to those points, 
from your Lordship, or from the Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great respect, my dear Lord, &c. 

, Wellesley. 


No. XLIX. 

heycuter^ Esq* Collector o/Moradahad, to the Marquees Wellesley » 

Moradabad, July 26, 1803.* 
My Lord, [Recei^red Aug. 15, 1803.] 

In the present posture of affairs, I trust a zeal for the 
public welfare, and the anxiety I feel to render my small 
services of any the least benefit to a Government from which 
I have received such distinguished countenance, will plead in 
palliation of the liberty I am taking in the present address, 

* This letter and its important enclosures were not received by the Go- 
vernor-General until the 16th of August. They fully prove his Lordship’s 
declaration to General Lake, (sec letter 6th of July, p. 174,) that Soindiah’s 
faole object was to gain time, and also the opinion of CoL Collins, p. 171* 
— AViVor. 
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and that if the intrusion be altogether unacceptable or un- 
necessary, the motive to it will screen me from the disappro- 
bation of your Lordship, 

I am aware that it is not the policy of your Lordship’s Go- 
vernment that an unauthorized servant should at all enter into 
the politics of adjoining states ; but your Lordship will be 
sensible that it is hardly possible to withdraw from every 
channel of information, and that it would scarcely be safe, in 
the public situation I have the honour to hold, to be entirely 
ignorant of occurrences taking place almost on the very bor- 
ders of the district. I have not, till lately, when requested to 
do so by your Lordship’s agent at Barelly, been anxiously 
seeking for information, though the receipt of it from what- 
ever channel that offered, has never been discountenanced 
by me. While, I apprehend, that I may in some degree he 
running the hazard of your Lordship’s displeasure, it will 
occur to your Lordship’s mind, that it is a risk I should not 
voluntarily incur, were I influenced by any other than motives 
of public consideration. 

I have also to apologize for a direct address to your Lord- 
ship. But I did not know on whose private discretion to 
rely to present or to suppress it, and if improper, and made 
through any public channel, it could hardly escape a public 
censure, while I am induced to hope that in its present form 
it does not necessarily demand any public observation, it may, 
if wrong, from an indulgent view of the motive, be silently 
obliterated from your Loi^'dship’s memory, 

I have, therefore, intruded upon your Lordship for the 
purpose of communicating copies of two letters from Scindiah, 
one to the late Rohilla chief Gholaum Mahomed,^ the other 
to Ghokum Mohee Uddeen Khan, better known by the name 
of Bumboo Khan, a son of Zahita Khan, together with the 
letter addressed to me by Bumboo Khan, sending these copies. 
A complimentary letter was also sent me the other day by a 
Seik chief, of the name of Roy Sing, holding a small tract 
of country near Seharunpore, on the western bank of the 
Jumna, in which he expresses his attachment to the British 
interest. These communications are obviously made with a 

* Gholaum Mohanied Khan having usurped the government of the Ro- 
hillahs, and i evoked against the Vizier, was defeated by the British troops 
in 1/94, and expelled horn Rampore. 
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reference to the present appearance of affairs, and if of trifling 
importance in every other light, they may be of benefit in 
showing some indisposition to hostility in that quarter. 

Gholaum Mahomed and Bumboo Khan have, I under- 
stand, been long resident at Nadone,* whither the above 
letters were directed, the former m some degree in the capacity 
of commander of the Rajah of Nadone’s forces, and the latter 
enjoying about forty-two villages by the Rajah’s gift. 

By reports, which, from the frequency of their repetition, I 
think demand credit, Gholaum Mahomed, accepting the invi- 
tation, left Nadone, and joined Major Louis’s camp near 
Paneeput.f Bumboo Khan remained at Nadone, and would 
appear better disposed to connect himself with British, than 
Mahratta interests. I understand that in the former posses- 
sions of his father, a considerable number of people are at- 
tached to the interests of his family, and would on any favour- 
able occasion show their zeal in his cause. These possessions 
of Zabita Khan, Seharunpore, &c. to the north of Delhi, it 
would probably be his object to recover from the Mahrattas 
through our means, and to hold them dependent on the 
Company. This tract of country is at present principally 
held under General Peyron by Rajah Ram Dyal Sing, who 
has also some possessions on tliis side, and on that account, 
and probably further induced thereto by a consideration of 
the stability of the English Government, would probably em- 
brace any good opportunity of declaring in our favour, but 
until such opportunity offers, his force must be considered at 
the disposal of the Mahrattas. 

Gholaum Mahomed, I believe, to possess very little weight 
indeed in any part of Rohilcund, his influence being, I am 
told, limited to the families of the late Nujjoo Khan andOmer 
Khan, now at Rampore, and such few adherents as may re- 
main attached to them. In the event, however, of any hostile 
attempt on his part, Bumboo Khan might probably be made 
to form a favourable counterpoise among the numerous Patans 
of the country, whose whole weight might otherwise fall into 
the opposite scale. 

I should not have troubled your Lordship on this occasion, 

* A town in the province of Lahoie, lat 31° 56'' N. long. 76 1 1" E. 

'f One ot the Sik,U chieihlupb between the Sullege and the Jumna 
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if I had not seen reason to suppose that as these letters were 
probably meant to be secret, and may not have been disclosed 
in any other way, the present may possibly be the first inti- 
mation of their existence; and I trust your Lordship will 
pardon the detail I have been led into by a consideration of 
the situation and interests of the persons addressed in those 
letters. 

Begging leave to assure your Lordship of every sentiment 
of respect, 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, 

W. Leycester^ 


(Enclosure A.) 

Transhtm of a otated to he the copy of a Utter fiom Dowlut Bao 
Sctndkh to Qhoohum Mahomed Kham. 

(No date.) 

As our magnanimity is ever disposed to perpetuate and strengthen the 
foundations of the dominion of rulers and chieftains, whose characters are 
distinguished by justice and good faith, the information of your exile from 
your native country has been a constant source of concern to us, and it was 
our wish and desire that you should be restored to the poss^ion of your 
hereditary dominion. But all things depend upon their appointed season, 
and this desire has hitherto remained unaccomplished 

Now, however, the determined resolution of extirpating that txnprinci- 
pled race, the English, has been adopted, from seeing their faithless con- 
duct ; and the speci d retinue (meaning Dowlut liao ScSndiah and his army) 
has with this intention advanced from Boorhanpoor towards the place 
where that devoted baud has taken up its position. Accordingly, the vic- 
torious troops, in number like ants and locusts, that is to say, ten formi- 
dable brigades, a train of artillery, consisting of 600 guns, and 200,000 
cavalry are in attendance on us. Please God, in a very short period of 
time, the foundations of the fortune of that unprincipled race shall be 
overthrown, and they shall be expelled from the Deccan, and annihilated. 
IMoreover, General Perron has been directed to cross the Ganges with the 
brigades under his command, and the cavalry in the service of the Sirkar, 
and with a body of SiCSf, and take possession of all the terntory occupied 
by the unprincipled race, and not to leave a vestige of that tribe, whilst 
the cavalry of other formidable armies of the Sirkar, stationed at different 
places, proceed from Oalpy, and also from Bundelcund, to invade the 
territory of the unprincipled race on every side, and taking advantage of a 
favourable opportunity, annihilate the whole tribe, and to restore to their 
hereditary possessions all the chiefs of that country who shall join the cause 
of the Sirkar in eradicating, the foundations of the unprincipled race. 
Whereas, adverting to your ancient dominion, your restoration to your 
hereditary territory is an object in view, it is written with the pen of re- 
gard, that immediately on receipt of this letter, you should proceed to us- 
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semble as many troops as possible, and to invade the territory of the enemy 
with the utmost practicable expedition, and employ your exertions in co- 
operating with General Perron in offensive measures against the unprin- 
cipled race, and establish your troops in your hereditary dominions, Gen 
Perron has been written to on this subject. Do you act in conformity to 
his suggestions. Please God, all will bo well. It is incumbent upon you, 
with the utmost firmness, to devote your mind to the object of co-operat- 
ing with the Sirkar, and to fulfil the obligations of attachment. My satis- 
faction, and your confirmation in your ancient dominions, will depend on 
the degree in which you may conform to the above written suggestions. 
What more need be written ? 

(A true translation.) 

N. B. Edmonstone, Persian Secretary- 

N B.— The letter from Scindiah to Bumboo Khan, exactly the same as 
this, excepting in parts not applicable to Bumboo Khan’s circumstances 

(Enclosure B.) 

Translation of a letter from Bumboo Khan to Mr, Leicester ^ Collector of 
Moradabad, inclosed in a private letter from Mr, Leicester to the Gover-> 
nor^General, dated July 26, 1803 

The history of the family of the late Nawaub Nujeeb ul Dowlah is uni- 
versally known. By the revolutions of fortune, and the vicissitude of the 
times, the affairs of this family have been involved in confusion. Since 
then, 1 have resided on the south-east side of the Jumna, where Maharajah 
Sunsaur Chund and Jussa Sing have assigned to me forty-one villages and 
two forts. At this time successive letters have been received from Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, re(iuirlng my attendance. 

A correspondence and friendship formerly subsisted between the late 
Nawaub, and Governor Hastings, and General Champion; that inter- 
course, however, ceased after the embarrassment of our affairs, when I was 
thrown into a condition of distress. Now, however, in consequence of the 
arrival of Semdiah’s letters, I being a well-wisher of the Company, have 
been induced by a consideration of our ancient friendship, to send Shaikh 
Mahboob Bukhsh vtdth copies of the letters, and I have also wiitten to Roy 
Seroop Sing, who will fully state all circumstances. 

You will be pleased to give credit to the representations of Mahboob 
Bukhsh, and do you. Sir, obtain a favourable answer, to be transmitted 
through you, stating whatever may be the pleasure of the Company’s Go- 
vernment, that 1 may act accordingly. 

Constantly call me to your remembrance by your kind letters notifying 
your welfare, and commanding my services in this quarter. 

(A true translation ) 

N B Edmonstonb, Persian Secretary. 



208 


THE MARQUESS WEILESLEY TO 


July, 


No. L. 

The Marquem Wellesley to Ms EiVcellency General Lake^ 
Commander^tn-chie/, 

(Secret.) 

giR, Fort William, July 27th, 1803. 

L The necessity of providing for the event of hostilities 
with Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar has already induced 
me to transmit to your Excellency, in the form of private 
notes, such suggestions as have appeared to me to be requi- 
site for the purpose of enabling your Excellency to frame a 
plan of military operations, connected with the political con- 
siderations which have ultimately compelled me to engage in 
war against those chieftains, and with the objects which 1 
deem most important to secure by the success of our arms in 
the final settlement of peace. 

2. These private communications from me have been 
answered by your Excellency in the same form, and I have 
hitherto deemed it to be expedient to return my observations 
upon your Excellency’s propositions through the channel of 
private correspondence. It is now expedient to adopt the 
regular course of official con’espondence with your Excellency 
in the Secret Department, and I shall accordingly henceforth 
address you in the form observed in this letter, or through 
the secretary in the Secret Department, according to the 
nature of the subject under discussion. 

3. In this despatch I propose to state to your Excellency 
my views and intentions with regard to the following impor- 
tant points. 

First. The objects which appear to me to be the most 
desirable to be attained in the prosecution of hostilities 
against Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar on the north-western 
frontier of Hindostan. 

Secondly. The general plan of military operations by which 
these objects appear to be attainable with the greatest degree 
of expedition and security. 

Thirdly. The course of political arrangements and nego- 
tiations which I propose to pursue under your Excellency’s 
superintendance, for the purpose of facilitating the operations 
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of your army, and of ensuring the stability of peace under 
the most favourable conditions to the British interests. 

4. With a view to render the statement of my sentiments 
on these questions more clear and distinct, I have annexed to 
this despatch copies of the documents enumerated in the 
margin. * 

5. To every person conversant with the true nature of 
the British interests and power in India, the north-western 
frontier of Hindostan must have appeared to present the most 
vulnerable point of our extensive empire. 

6. The condition of the power of the Seiks, as well as of 
that of the Mahrattas and of the Rajpoots, and other petty 
states, oilers considerable advantage to an invading enemy 
from the more remote north-western countries of Asia, or from 
the banks of the Indus ; and it is unnecessary to remark to 
your Excellency’s judgment, experience, and knowledge, that 
the enterprizing spirit of France, or the ambition of Russia, 
or even the violence and rapacity of the Afghan tribes, or of 
other Asiatic nations inhabiting the northern and western 
countries of Asia might have pursued projects of invasion in 
that quarter which might have occasioned considerable em- 
barrassment to the British power in India. 

?. A sense of this danger concurred with other motives to 
induce me to conclude those arrangements with the Nabob 
Vizier, which terminated in the treaty of Lucknow, and which 
secured a considerable augmentation of the military, political 
and financial resources and power of the British nation on 
the north-western frontier of Oude. 

8. The result of that happy settlement has certainly af- 
forded a great accession of security against the dangers which 
menaced the stability of our empire on that side of India. 

9. But the local position of Scindiah’s territories, the con- 
dition and nature of Scindiah’s military force in Hindostan, 
and the corrupt and profligate councils of that weak, arro- 
gant, and faithless chief, still constitute a serious danger to 

* See notes by the Marquess Wellesley, dated 28th of June, 1803, at 
p. 167 i also notes by his Lordship on Geneial Lake’s memorandum dated 
18th of July, at p 189 The Maiquess Wellesley’s additional notes to those 
dated 18th of July, 1803, (aee p 223,) follow this letter, and together with 
the instructions to Mr Graeme Meicer, dated 22nd July, (see p.224 ) com- 
prise all the documeuth alluded to in the text. 
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the British interests. The territories of Scindiah between 
the Jumna, and the Ganges interrupt the line of our defence 
in that quarter ; and some of his principal posts are intro- 
duced into the centre of our dominions, while the possession 
of Agra, Delhi and of the western and southern bank of the 
Jumna enables him to command nearly the whole line of our 
north-western frontier. 

10. In the event of any considerable accession to Scindiah’s 
power, or in the event of his forming any connection with 
France, or with any other enemy to the British interests, the 
actual position of his territories and forces in Hindostan 
would furnish great advantages to him in any attack upon the 
Company’s dominions. 

11. Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have 
become in the event of any accession to his strength, a 
danger more urgent and more direct in all its consequences 
has grown out of the decline of Scindiah’s local authority in 
Hindostan, and has recently assumed a more akrmtog aspect 
in proportion to the accumulated embarrassment of Scindiah’s 
circumstances in the Deccan, and to the general decay of his 
resources and power. 

12. The regular infantry in the service of Scindiah under 
the command of European officers, is supported by funds 
derivable almost exclusively from the territorial possessions 
of that chief situated between the Jumna, the Ganges and 
the mountains of Kumaon. 

13. A considerable portion, if not the whole of this terri- 
tory has been assigned to M. Perron, a French officer, who 
has succeeded Mr. Duboigne in the chief command of Scin- 
diah’s regular infantry. 

14. M. Perron has formed this territory into an indepen- 
dent state of which Scindiah’s regular infantry may be justly 
termed the national army. That force is now stated to 
amount to 8,000 infantry and an equal number of cavalry. 

16. The inhabitants of the districts comprehended in M. 
Perron’s Jagheer, consider that officer as their immediate 
sovereign while the troops supported from the revenues of 
the country regard M. Perron as the immediate executivje 
authority from which the army is to receive orders, subsis- 
tance and pay. Possessing such means M. Perron dictates 
with the authority of a sovereign state of a superior rank, and 
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with the vigour of eflScient military power to the petty states 
occupying the countries to the southward of the Jumna, and 
by the terror of his name and arms holds in abject submission 
the Rajpoot states of Jyenagur and Jodpore, together with the 
Jauts and the state of Gohud, extending his influence even to 
Bundelcund and to the country occupied by the Seiks 

16. Scindiah retains no eflicient control over M. Perron 
or over his regular troops. Various instances must be fami- 
liar to your Excellency’s knowledge in which M. Perron has 
either openly disobeyed, or systematically evaded the orders 
of Scindiah especially in the late crisis of that chiefs affairs. 

17. M. Perron has for some time past manifested a sys- 
tematic disposition to remove all British oncers from the 
command of Scindiah’s regular infantry, and to introduce 
French officers under his own immediate patronage. 

18. M, Perron is supposed to have amassed a considera- 
ble fortune, and your Excellency is intimately acquainted 
with his anxious desire to retire to Europe, and to dispose 
of his actual command, and of his territorial possessions to 
some person of the French nation. 

19. To these considerations it is important to add that M. 
Perron is in possession of the person of the unfortunate 
Emperor Shah Allum, and consequently is master of the 
nominal authority of that unhappy prince. M. Perron there- 
fore may transfer this valuable possession together with his 
property of any other description to any French adventurer, 
or officer, who may be enabled to complete such a purchase. 

£0. Thus the coincidence of various extraordinary and 
uncontrolable accidents, the weakness of Scindiah’s personal 
character, the rapacity and profligacy of his ministers, (who 
have engaged him in pursuits of aggrandizement, avarice, 
and ambition, at a distance from Hindostan, in the Dec- 
can, at Poonah, and in the southern provinces of the 
Mahratta empire) — the treachery of many of his chiefs whose 
interests consist in diverting his attention from the affairs 
of Ehndostan to those of the Deccan, and the recent shock 
which his power has received from Holkar, have contributed 
to found an independent French state on the most vulnera- 
ble part of the Company’s frontier. 

21 , Under the influence of a succession of French adven- 
turers, this state must be exposed to every intrigue of the 
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French in India, and even to the ambition and hostile spirit 
of the person who now rules the French nation ; nor could 
an instrument of destruction more skilfully adapted to wound 
the heart of the British empire in India, be presented to the 
vindictive hand of the Chief Consul of France, 

32. This French state actually holds possession of the 
person and nominal authority of the Moghul, maintains the 
most efficient army of regular native infantry, and the most 
powerful artillery now existing in India, with the exception 
of the Company’s troops, and exercises a considerable influ- 
ence over the neighbouring states, from the banks of the 
Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the Ganges. 

23. In the supposition of the most intimate and established 
connection of amity and alliance between Scindiah and the 
British power, and in the event even of Scindiah’s accession 
to the treaty of Bassein, and to the general defensive alliance 
with the Company, the Nizam and the Peishwa, it is impos- 
sible to suppose that this French state would co-operate with 
cordiality in support of the British interests. The aid of this 
state could be least expected in the case which \/ould most 
urgently demand it, and which would require the ino.st active 
operation of the principles of the general defensive alliance. 

24. In the event of an attack from France upon the British 
dominions or power in India, it would not be expected that a 
French state erected under the nominal and ostensible aus- 
pices of Scindiah in Hindostan, would aftbrd any substantial 
aid to the ally of the British power in a contest against 
France, even if that ally should be disposed to assist us in 
such a crisis. 

25. On the other hand no doubt exists that Scindiah would 
receive the most zealous aid from the same state in any at- 
tempt which he might be disposed to make either for the 
reduction of the British or for the aggrandizement of the 
French power in India. 

26. In addition to these remarks, your Excellency is 
apprized that the vicinity of M. Perron’s regular infantry, 
operates as a constant drain upon the population of the 
Company’s provinces and diminishes the sources of our agri- 
culture, manufactures, commerce, and revenue as well of our 
recruits for the army in that quarter. 

27. In tlie present crisis ^xhen ever) circumstance aniioun- 
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ces the probability of a renewal of the war with France, and 
urges the necessity of resorting to every practicable measure 
of precaution and security, the safety of the British domi- 
nions requires the reduction of M. Perron’s military resources 
and power, independently of any question which might exist 
between Scindiah and the British Government. 

28. In a state of profound peace and even of alliance with 
Scindiah, the necessity of providing for our own security 
would justify a formal demand for the removal of a danger, so 
imminent, from -the frontier of our dominions. The refusal of 
Scindiah to comply with such a demand would afford a just 
ground of war against that chief; and any true or false plea 
of inability on the part of Scindiah to control the movements 
or to reduce the power of this French state, would authorize 
and require the British Government to assume the proteiction 
of its own territories, and to remove with its own hand the 
proximate cause of insecurity and alarm. Your Excellency 
will therefore be pleased to understand that the most desi- 
rable object in prosecuting hostilities against Scindiah on the 
north western frontier of Hindostan appears to me to be the 
entire reduction of M. Perron’s regular corps. This opera- 
tion necessarily includes the capture or destruction of all his 
artillery and military stores and especially of all arms of 
European construction. 

29. Connected with this object and with every principle of 
security bearing relation to it is the occupation of the whole 
tract of country forming the Doab between the Jumna and 
Ganges to the mountains of Kumaon. And similar conside- 
rations will require the occupation of Delhi and Agra and of 
a chain of posts on the western and southern bank of the 
Jumna from the mountains of Kumaon to Bundlecund suffi- 
cient to secure to the British power the free navigation of 
the Jumna and the possession of both banks of that river. 
It is not my desire to extend the actual possessions of the 
Company beyond the line of the Jumna including Agra and 
Delhi, with a continued chain of posts to the westward and 
southward of the Jumna for the purpose already de- 
scribed. 

SO. Within the described line my wish and intention is to 
establish the system of the Company’s Government in all its 
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branches, but whatever connections may be formed beyond 
that line to the westward and southward of the Jumna must 
be regulated on the principle of defensive alliance or tribu- 
tary dependence in such manner as shall form between the 
actual possessions of the Company and the Mahrattas, a bar- 
rier of petty states exercising the internal Government of 
their respective dominions in alliance with the Company and 
under the protection of our power* 

31 • In drawing this line I am aware of the position of the 
Jagheers of Sumroo’s Begum situated between the Jumna 
and the Ganges. For this special case I have accordingly 
provided in my instructions to Mr. Mercer. It is certainly 
necessary that the Jagheers of Sumroo^s Begum should ulti- 
mately be brought under the immediate government of the 
Company. 

32. It is highly important to secure the possession of the 
person and nominal authority of the Moghul against the 
designs of France. The Moghul has never been an impor- 
tant or dangerous instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas, 
but might become a powerful aid to the cause of France in 
India, under the direction of French agents. 

33. The person and authority of that unhappy monarch 
have been treated by the Mahrattas and by M. Perron with 
the most barbarous indignity and violence, and it would con- 
tribute to the reputation of the British name to afford an 
honourable and tranqxiil asylum to the fallen dignity and decli- 
ning age of the King of Delhi. It would also be necessary 
to extend our protection to his majesty’s heir apparent and to 
any of the royal family who might otherwise fall into the 
hands of France. 

34. The reduction of M. Perron’s force would afford us 
the means of forming alliances with all the inferior states 
beyond the Jumna for the purpose of enabling us in the first 
instance to prosecute the war with the greatest advantage 
and finally by forming a barrier composed of these states, to 
exclude Scindiah and the Mahrattas altogether from the 
northern districts of Hindostan. 

35. It is extremely desirable that Bundelcund should ulti- 
mately be placed under the immediate authority of the Bri- 
tish Government. Such an arrangement would afford great 
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additional security to the rich province and city of Benares 
and would effectually check whatever power might remain to 
the Rajah of Berar or to any other Mahratta chief in that 
quarter. 

36. Reviewing these statements your Excellency will ob- 
serve that the most prosperous issue of a war against Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar on the north-western frontier of Hin- 
dostan would in my judgment comprize^ 

1st. The destruction of the French state now formed on 
the banks of the Jumna together with all its military 
resources. 

£dly. The extension of the Company’s frontier to the 
Jumna, with the possession of Agra, Delhi and a sufficient 
chain of posts on the western and southern banks of the 
Jumna. 

3dly. The possession of the nominal authority of the 
Moghul, 

4thly. The establishment of an efficient system of alliance 
with all the petty states to the southward and westward of 
the Jumna from Jyenagur to Bundelcund, 

Sthly. The annexation of Bundelcund to the Company’s 
dominions. 

37. The result of such an arrangement would destroy the 
influence of the French and of the Mahrattas in the northern 
districts of Hindostan, and would enable us to commence the 
foundations of such an intercourse with the Seiks and with 
the tribes inhabiting the Punjab and the banks of the Attock, 
as might furnish sufficient means of frustrating any attempt 
of an invading enemy from the western side of the Indus. 

38. In stating to your Excellency my sentiments with 
regard to the general plan of military operations by which 
the proposed objects appear to be attainable with the great- 
est degree of expedition and security, your Excellency will 
be pleased to understand that it is not my intention either to 
limit the free exercise of your discretion, or to interpose any 
ideas, which may not meet the full approbation of your Excel- 
lency’s superior judgment, experience and professional skill. 

39. I have however deemed it to be my duty under this 
restriction to communicate to you in my private correspond- 
ence such opinions on this branch of tlie subject as have 
appeared to me to merit consideration ; and with the same 
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view I have transmitted to your Excellency my observations 
on the plans which I have received from you. I shall there- 
fore proceed to state without further reserve in this official 
form such conclusions as I have drawn from a review of the 
documents and suggestions which have been brought under 
my examination. 

40. The first object of the campaigi) must be to destroy 
the military force and resources of M. Perron; and it is 
extremely important that this object should be accomplished 
previously to the close of the rainy season* 

41. It is therefore necessary that the main body of the 
army should be assembled at the point most favourable for the 
attack of M. Perron's force, and in the state of preparation 
and of equipment which may be deemed by your Excellency 
most advantageous for the speedy execution of that service. 

43. Your Excellency will have observed from the whole 
tenor of every communication which you have received from 
me, that I not only concur entirely with you in deeming the 
destruction of M. Perron’s force to be the primary object of 
the campaign, but that the most deliberate consideration of 
the actual state of affairs between his Majesty and France 
would have induced me to have undertaken this service even 
independently of any contest with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

43. I shall therefore readily sanction any augmentation 
which your Excellency may think fit to make to the strength of 
the main army to be directed against M. Perron, by suspend- 
ing the operations of the several proposed detachments or by 
concentrating the movements of those detachments with a 
view to the principal object of the campaign, which is com- 
prized in the early and effectual demolition of the French 
state erected by M* Perron on the banks of the Jumna.^^ 

44. With this observation I desire that your Excellency 
v ill compose the main army and regulate the strength and 
operations of the several detachments in the manner wliich 
shall appear to your judgment to afford the most absolute 
security for the complete destruction of M. Perron's force 
previously to the conclusion of the rains 

45. The point of most urgent importance connected with 
the destruction of M, Perron’s force is in my opinion the 
security of the person of the Moghul, and of the heir appa- 
rent, and it is therefore my earnest wish that early measures 
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should be taken for that purpose. The operations of the 
detachment proposed to cover Rohilcund, and eventually to 
invade Saharunpore might probably effect this object, and at 
the same time might tend to promote the success of the 
movements of the main army against M. Perron. 

46. I trust that the ^ powers already furnished to your 
Excellency for the augmentation of the regular corps to the 
war establishment, and for raising such temporary and local 
corps as may be requisite for the maintenance of the internal 
tranquillity of the provinces, will enable you to provide effec- 
tually against internal commotion during the continuance of 
the war. But any temporary inconvenience of that nature 
must be hazarded if the security of the great objects of the 
campaign should require you to incur such a danger. The 
early success of the army in the field will enable you to sup- 
press without difficulty every effort of our domestic enemies 
whose number cannot be considerable and whose power is 
extremely contemptible. 

47. I consider the operations of the detachment stationed 
in the direction of Delhi to be next in importance to those of 
the main army. 

48. After the destruction of M. Perron’s power shall have 
been effected and the person of the Moghul shall have been 
protected beyond the possibility of hazard, the operation of 
greatest importance will be the reduction of the fortress of 
Agra. Your Excellency will form the most correct judgment 
in deciding the time and mode of undertaking this service. 
Whether it would be possible either to blockade or to seize 
Agra during the time of the movements of the main army 
against M. Perron, or whether the siege of Agra should 
be postponed until the main army shall be at liberty to act 
against Agra, are points which I submit implicitly to your 
Excellency’s determination, it is however important that Agra 
should be reduced previously to the close of the rainy season. 

49. The occupation of Bundelcund is the object next in 
importance to those already stated, and it appears to me 
that the detachment to be assembled at Allahabad and the 
detachment to be assembled for the purpose of covering 
Benares will effect that object in sufficient time to afford 
additional countenance to the operations of the main army. 

50. The effectual protection of Benares is a point of con- 
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siderable importance and your Excellency appears to have 
taken sufficient precautions for that purpose. 

61. It has appeared to me to be prudent to adopt a sys- 
tematic and comprehensive plan of defensive measures on the 
whole line of the frontier from Mirzapore to Midnapore, 
and I have directed the Chief Secretary to transmit to your 
Excellency a copy of the orders which I have issued on that 
subject. 

52. The occupation of the passes from the southward and 
westward of the Jumna to the Deccan, is an object which has 
already engaged your Excellency's attention. If you should 
be enabled to bring the main body of M. Perron’s force to 
action, or should find it practicable to secure that force in 
any other manner, it appears improbable that Scindiah's 
troops can occupy those passes in any considerable strength. 

63. Major-General Wellesley may be expected to com- 
mence operations against Scindiah in the Deccan at the close 
of this month, and I entertain a firm confidence of the com- 
plete success of those operations in the entire defeat of 
Scindiah's forces and of those of the Rajah of Berar in that 
quarter. It is however an object of importance and of pru- 
dent precaution, to secure the passes between Hindostan and 
the Deccan previously to the close of the rains. 

54. The expediency of occupying the post of Gwalior pre- 
viously to the defeat of M. Perron, must depend upon local 
circumstances upon which your Excellency will exercise your 
discretion, after having considered the tenor of my instruc- 
tions to Mr. Mercer. 

55. Mr. Duncan has received my orders for the seizure of 
Scindiah’s sea port of Baroach, and of all his other posses- 
sions in Guzerat ; which objects will probably be effected 
whenever General Wellesley shall seize the important for- 
tress of Ahmednugger* The loss of these possessions will 
deprive Scindiah of the most efficient portion of his military 
resources in the Deccan. 

56. An expedition from Calcutta and Ganjam will occupy 
Cuttack in the month of August. 

57. It may be reasonably expected that these combined 
attacks will leave no other enemy opposed to your Excel- 
lency’s force during the rainy season than M. Perron’s 
troops, and whatever force may have been assembled at Cal- 
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pee : and I confidently expect that before the close of the 
rains, a material impression will have been made on every 
branch of the Mahratta power. It is however possible that 
M. Perron may have induced some of the Seik chiefs to 
aid him by predatory incursions into the Company’s northern 
territories, and it will therefore be necessary for your Exceh 
lency to advert to that possible danger. 

58. The objects proposed to be attained in this campaign, 
and the general plan of military operations which I have 
described, will limit the movement of the main army to the 
Doab between the Ganges and the Jumna, with the addition 
of a narrow tract of country on the western and southern 
branch of the Jumna. 

59. No detatchment of the army will probably be required 
to move beyond Gwalior before the close of the rains. It may 
therefore be expected that your Excellency will not experi- 
ence any considerable difficulty either in the supply or move- 
ments of the armies ; and that you will be enabled during the 
course of this campaign to establish such dep6ts of provi- 
sions, stores and other supplies, as may facilitate your advance 
into Berar, towards the Deccan, or towards the territories of 
the Rajpoot chiefs, if such movements should become neces- 
sary in another campaign. 

60. Your Excellency has provided with great prudence for 
the maintenance of tranquillity and order within the reserved 
territories of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, by leaving a 
respectable force in that quarter. I entirely approve that 
precaution, leaving it however, to your discretion to vary the 
description or strength of the force stationed in the Vizier’s 
reserved territories according to your judgment, and to the 
state of local circumstances. 

61. I have written to the Vizier, desiring his Excellency’s 
assistance in the supply of elephants and cattle, and as I have 
engaged to defray the whole expense of whatever assistance 
the Vizier may contribute, I entertain a sanguine hope that 
his Excellency will be desirous of making an effort to mani- 
fest his zeal and attachment on this important occasion. 

62. In stating these observations to your Excellency, I 
have purposely avoided all details relative to the disposition 
of corps, to the strength of the main army, or of the several 
detachments, to the formation of the staff, or of the different 
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constituent parts of the army in the field. The regulation of 
all questions of this description, is more properly your Ex- 
cellency's peculiar duty, and I entertain the most firm con- 
fidence that your Excellency will form your arrangements 
with that ability, public spirit, and honourable zeal for the 
service, which have distinguished your conduct in the various 
arduous situations, to which you have been called by the con- 
fidence of your Sovereign and of your country. 

68. With these sentiments, I am particularly anxious to 
abstain from any interference of my authority which might 
tend to contract the sphere of your Excellency’s approved 
talents, activity, and integrity. It will be my constant endea- 
vour to apply my authority in such a manner, as shall afford 
the most effectual support to your Excellency in the display 
of those eminent qualifications, during a crisis, which demands 
their unrestrained exertion, and which promises to augment 
the reputation and honour of your Excellency’s name, toge- 
ther with the glory of the British arms, and the security of 
the British power. 

64. With regard to the political negotiations and arrange- 
ments connected with the operations- of your Excellency’s 
army, I have addressed to you on this day a letter, vesting 
you with special powers of the same nature as those which 
I have entrusted to Major-General Wellesley, and eventually 
to Lieut.-General Stuart in the Deccan. That letter con- 
nected with my instructions to Mr. Mercer, and with my 
separate letter to your Excellency of this date respecting the 
situation of his Majesty Shah Allum, will suflSciently apprize 
you of the course of political measures which your Excellency 
is empowered to pursue, with a view of facilitating your mili- 
tary operations. 

65. It may, however, be convenient to state in this place, 
the general principles by which I am desirous of regulating 
your Excellency’s proceedings, under the powers committed 
to your management. 

66. It will be highly desirable to detach M. Perron from 
Scindiah’s service by pacific negotiation. M. Perron’s incli- 
nation certainly is, to dispose of his power to a French pur- 

* This is a brief letter dated 11th July, 1803, and the whole substance 
is stated in the above paragraph.— [Eo.j 
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chafer; but I should not be surprized if he were to be found 
ready to enter into terms with your Excellency, provided he 
could obtain sufficient security for his personal interests. I 
desire your Excellency however, to abstain from any negotia- 
tion which may afford M. Perron the opportunity of gaining 
time, or of preserving, by escape, or by any means, any part 
of his force, especially of his artillery, or ordnance. 

67. I therefore request your Excellency not to commence 
any negotiation with M. Perron, until the success of the force 
to be employed against him shall appear to be perfectly 
secure, or until you shall be fully satisfied that the negotia- 
tion cannot afford to M. Perron any means of defeating the 
objects of the armament. 

68. Under these precautions, I empower your Excellency 
to conclude any agreement for the security of M. Perron’s 
personal interests and property, accompanied by any reason- 
able remuneration from the British Government which shall 
induce him to deliver up the whole of his military resources 
and power, together with his territorial possessions, and the 
person of the Moghul, and of the heir apparent, into your 
Excellency’s hands. 

69. The same principle applies generally to M. Perron’s 
European officers, and the proclamations with which I have 
furnished your Excellency, will enable you to avail yourself 
of the first proper opportunity of offering propositions to 
those officers, or to the several corps under M. Perron’s 
command. 

70. It is probable that the blockade of Agra would enable 
your Excellency to obtain immediate possession of that place 
by offering favourable terms to Mr. Hessing and his garrison. 
You will act in this matter according to your judgment. 

71. This despatch together with those which you have 
already received from me, will relieve your x-lxcellency from 
any difficulty with regard to the suspension of the question 
of war or peace. You are now in possession of my final de- 
termination to reduce the power of the French state in 
dostan without delay f and to liberate the neighbouring chiefs 
and Rajahs from the yoke of that state, and of the Mahrattas, 
for the purpose of establishing an effectual barrier against 
the revival of a similar danger in Hindostan. 

72. My instructions to Mr. Mercer contain every detail 
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which can be requisite to guide your Excellency’s judgment 
in forming engagements with those chiefs, either for the 
purpose of securing their assistance during the war, or of 
establishing a permanent system of alliance at the conclusion 
of peace. 

73. The general objects of the war, as described at the 
commencement of this despatch, sufficiently indicate the 
nature of the final settlement by which it is my desire to ter- 
minate hostilities, and to secure peace. 

74. Your Excellency will be pleased to fix your attention 
upon those objects as stated in the 36th paragraph of this 
despatch, and to frame every permanent arrangement with 
the native Chiefs and Kajahs, in conformity to the general 
principles of excluding the influence of the French and Mah- 
rattas from the northern provinces of Hindostan, of extending 
the British territory to the Jumna, and the British influence 
to the borders of the Deccan, and of engaging the petty chiefs 
and states to strengthen the proposed system by their aid and 
co-operation under the assurance of the protection of the 
British arms, and of the secure and free enjoyment of their 
respective rights, authorities, and possessions, within the 
limits of their respective territories. 

75. The principles by which your Excellency will regulate 
your conduct towards the Moghul, are stated in my separate 
despatch of this date.* 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

WELLESnEV* 


[Ist Enclosure.] 

Mdittonal Notei to those dated \%th July, (see p. 189J on the memorandum 
of Hts Ewcellency the Commander^n^Chirf, by Lord Welleele$f. 

Port William, July 23, 1803. 

3.+ It may perhaps deserve consideration, whether this detachment 
might not be so stationed as eventually to proceed upon Delhi, instead of 
Saharunpore, unless the Goojur chiefs of that quarter should evince a 


* See p. 230. 

t The paragraphs arc numbered in these notes, in reference to the notes 
at p. 189, on which they are additional comments by Lord Wellesley. 



1803 . 


MEUT.-GENERAi:- LAKE. 


823 


disposition to attack Robilcund. No measures appear to be proposed by 
the Commander-in-XIhief for seizing Delld, wMck would seem to be an 
object of importance. — W. 

3. * Detachment to cover Itohilcund, and to invade Saharunpore, if an 
opportunity offers, — L. 

4. This detachment, with the exception of such part of it as may be 
necessary to secure the intemad quiet of the city of Benares, might pro- 
ceed towards the borders of Boghdcund behind Mirzapore, to take pos- 
session of the passes, or to enter Boghelcund as proposed in the 15th 
paragraph of the instructions to Mr. Mercer. The Rajah Ajeet Sing is 
inimical to the present ruling powers in Buuddcund, and may probably 
be inclined to assist to the extent of his means, in preventing the Berar 
Mahrattas from entering Ins country. The co-operation of Ajeet Sing 
would secure a passage to a British force to Nagpore, should a measure 
of this kind be hereafter deemed expedient. — 

4. Detachment to cover Benarec.-^L, 

8, From private information it would appear, that the inhabitants of 
the country under M. Perron, consider the Mahratta Government, and 
that of M. Perron as perfectly distinct, and independent of each other, 
and they even suppose that Scindiah and M. Perron are inimical to each 
other* In this state of affairs, an immediate attack on M. Perron might 
oblige him to defend himself, and unite more cordially with Scindi^^s 
interests than he would be otherwise disposed to do. His Excellency the 
Commander-in-chief’s preparations to attack him must be immediately 
known to M. Perron who will naturally dispose of his force to the best 
advantage if resolved to support the interests of Scindiah. When these 
preparations are made, an opportunity might perhaps be successfully 
given to M. Perron to withdraw from Scindiah's interests, without that 
discredit to Mmself which would be the consequence of his withdrawing 
after an actual movement has been made by the British army to attack 
him. It does not appear probable that Perron would meet the m^ army 
in the Dooab, if resolved to support Scindiah, but would retire across 
the Jumna, and endeavour to keep up a chain of posts which would ena- 
ble him to keep the Jaut chiefs in subjection, to receive succours from 
Scindiah, and to prevent our communication with the Rajahs of Jeypore, 
and Jodepore. The Commander4n4Ilhief vidll therefore consider himself 
to be entirely at liberty to negotiate with M. Perron previously to hos- 
tilities, or during hostilities. The great object must be to prevent M 
Perron from escaping with his forces (especially his ordnance and artil- 
lery) over the Jumna— W. 

8. The immediate attach of M. Perron, — L, 

10. It does not appear tW any considerable part of Scindiah’s force 
are at present in Saharunpore, and Baboojee Scindisdi is with Dowlut 
Rao, in the Deccan. A Goojur chief of considerable influence in the 
country, between Saharunpore, and Hurduar, (Ram Deyal Goojur) 


The paragraphs printed in itetlic are notes by General Lake* 
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oft'ered his services to Mr. Wellesley, at Hurduar, and may perhaps be 
induced to give assistance in defending that frontier.— W. 

11. The remarks which occur in this suggestion, are stated in sugges- 
tion 4. — ^W. 

11. ^ battalion to march to seize the passes behind Mirzaporej^h* 

15. It appears from the general tenor of Colonel Collins’s despatches, 
that Ambajee has been the principal promoter of the hostile designs of 
Scindiah, and that there exists no probability of that Chiefs joining us 
against Scindiah^s interests. If M. Perron, in consequence of a medi- 
tated attack upon him, adopts the plan of retiring behind the Jumna, a 
part of his army posted at Gvralior, would be enabled to defend itself until 
joined by Scindiah’s forces from Oujein, and enable him to carry on a 
destructive predatory war in the Dooab, or to throw a large force into 
Bundelcund. If his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is of opinion, 
that an attack on Perron may be made so promptly, as to* prevent his 
withdrawing his troops across the JUmna, this reasoning becomes^nuga- 
tory, otherwise it appears to merit consideration. The expediency of an 
immediate attack on Gwalior must depend on his Excellency’s having a 
disposable force for that purpose, or the inclination and means of the 
Ranah of Gohud to assist in supplying the troops, and on the success of 
the measures proposed to be followed in regard to M. Perron If Perron 
retires behind the Jumna, a considerable detachment might perhaps be 
spared from the main army, to anticipate any views he might form to gain 
possession of this important post. — ^Wellesley. 

15. Reasons against attaching GwaUor. — Lake. 


[2nd Enclosure ] 

N. B. Edmonstone, Esq, Secretary to Government, to Grame Mercer, Esq,* 
(Most Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William, July 22nd, 18U4. 

1, I am directed by his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General 
in Council to inform you that in consequence of a probable rupture with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and other Mahratta chieftains who have manifested 
a disposition to form a confederacy with that chief against the interests 
of the British Government, his Excellency in Council has deemed it ex- 
pedient to appoint a special agent for the purpose of conducting certain 
political negotiations with the several states bordering on the western 


♦ Mr. Mercer was a Surgeon on the Company’s Medical Establishment. 
He was appointed in the year 1789 to succeed the late Dr. Alexander 
RusseU, as Surgeon to the Embassy to Hydrabad, under the late Sir John 
Kennaway, Bart., and attended that distinguished officer during the whole 
of the campaign against Tippoo Sultaun, in a political as well as medical 
capacity. 
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frontier of the British provinces under the Presidency of Ben^jal, and of 
forming defensive alliances with those states on the part of the Biiti.sh 
Government against the hostile designs of the Mahratta chieftains. 

2 His Excellency in Council, in consideration of the local knowledge 
which you have obtained of the state of those countries, and having a 
firm reliance in your zeal, ability, and discretion, has been pleased to 
nominate you as his special agent for the purposes abovementioned, and 
to direct that you will immediately proceed to Allahabad with all pra(‘ti- 
cable expedition, where you will enter upon the duties of the charge en- 
trusted to you, under the following instructions. 

3 You are already apprized of the proposalb made some time since b\ 
Himmut Behfidur to the honourable Henrv Wellesley, through Mi John 
Messelbeek at Allahabad, for the transfer of the proiince of Bundolcimd 
to the authoritv of the Honourable Coinpanv. 

4. The importance which his Excellencv in Council attachcb to the 
possession of this province, as co\ ering the Company’s posscs«;ioiis from 
the inroads of a hostile force fiom Benu luib been coabuleiablv increased 
by the information received from ]Mi. Ahmnfv, the Collector of Allaha- 
bad, that Dowl lit Rao Scindiali has actuallv despatched a eonbidcialvlc 
body of his forces to ine north-west ei n fiontiei of the Compauv’s domi- 
nions, and has addressed letters to Himmut Bahfidur, iubtigatmg those 
chieftains to commit dcpiedation.s in the Company’s dominions contigu- 
ous to Bundelcund j and that Shuiubhere Bahftdur, the eldcbt hou of the 
late AH BahMur, has arrived in the province, and assumed the authority 
over it, under a sunnud from Amrut Rao, and supported bv a force m 
the service of Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

6. Under these circumstances, the immediate interposition ot the Bri- 
tish Government in the afiairs of Bundelcund has become noctSbary, as 
a part of the general system of defence against the meditated dcb* as of 
Dowlut Rao ScindiaU and his coutederates the Rajah of Berar and Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkar. 

6. His Excellency has, thcrcfoic, determined to enter into a negotia- 
tion with Himmut Behildur for his aid and influence in establishing iii the 
province of Bundelcund an arnuigemciit calculated to aftbrd to tlie Bri- 
tish Government the military and political ad\ autages of the local situa- 
tion of that province in the [uobcnt ciibus of afiairs, and hi& Excellencv 
has accordingly addressed a lettei to that chieftain, btatmg, in general 
terms, his Excellency’s views with icbpcct to the proiinee of Buiidcleiind, 
and requesting him to despatch to Allahabad a confidential agent foi the 
express pm pose of confcinng with you on the details of the proposed 
arrangement Copies of thi*^ lettei, and of the detailed proposals which 
Himmut Edhfidur has lately transmitted through JMr Ahmuty, aie en- 
closed for your information. 

7. During the progress of the negotiation you will be enabled to ascer- 
tain more precisely than has hitherto been done, the means which Ilim- 
mut Bahfidur may possess of eficctuallv supporting the interests of tlu' 
British Government in the province, and will accordingly be enabled to 

VOL. in, w 
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submit to bis Excellency tbe claims which he may possess to a recom- 
pense from the Government for his co-operation 

8. It appears from the former communication with Himmut BahMui 
that his objects are the attainments of a Jaghire in the Company’s pro- 
vinces within the Dooab, and the release of his relation Omrao Geer, 
from confinement at Lucknow. 

9, The first of those objects his Excellency authorizes you to engage 
for on the part of the Government ; the extent of the Jaghire to be heie- 
after proportioned to the means he may possess of forwarding the views 
of Government ; and to the zeal and activity he may shew in the applica- 
tion of those means to the desired object. 

10 Omrao Geer was put into confinement on a suspicion of his having 
been engaged with the adherents of Vizier Ali in a conspiracy against 
the government of the Nabob Vizier. As the British Government is ex- 
clusively responsible for the protection of the dominions and government 
of the Nawaub Vizier, his Excellency is of opinion that an application 
from the British Government to the Nawaub Vizier for the release of 
Omrao Geer would be acceded to on proper measures being taken to ob- 
viate the risk of any future attempts on the part of Omrao Geer to dis- 
turb the tranquillity of the Vizier’s Government. This might, perhaps, 
be most effectually guarded against by rendeung Himmut Bahfidur re- 
sponsible in his person and Jaghire lor the future conduct of Omrao 
Geer. 

1 1 Our imperfect knowledge of the internal state of Bundclcund and 
of the relative situations of the several chiefs of the Bunddahs pobsesbing 
power or influence in that province, precludes the practicability of deter- 
mining at the present moment the specific arrangement& which it may be 
advisable and practicable to enter into with them for the attainment of 
the object in view. Those arrangements must be regulated by the in- 
formation you mry be enabled to acquire on those points aftei your ar- 
rival at Allahabad, and by the general spirit of his Excellency’s views 
and intentions. General assurances may be given to those chiefs who 
may be inclined to support the British interests of a liberal attention on 
the part of Government to their r'ghts and interests , and the advantages 
which they will individually obtain from an emancipation from the yoke 
of tbe Malirattas, may be urged in favorr of their ready co-operation with 
the British troop- for that puipose. 

12 His Excellency has been informed that the strong forts of Oalinger 
and Damounie in Bundelcund are still possessed oy dependants of the 
former Buudelah Rajahs, and that the detcrm'ned resistance which has 
been shewn by those people to the Government of Ali Bahfidur and the 
present Regency, has arisen from the dread that, notwithstanding any 
engagements to the contrary, the very considerable property they possess 
would be plundered by the Mahrattas on their resigning the possession 
of those forts. As it is probable that an engagement on Jie part of the 
British Government tor the security of their persons and property would 

those dependants of the foimer Bundelah Rajahs to resign the 
pobbCbbion 0 ^ these forts to the British Government, you a/e authorized 
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to enter into engagements with them for that purpose, on the condition 
of their ready submission to the Government This, however, is to be 
considered as a secondary object, and you will attempt a negotiation of 
this nature only in the event of your deeming it in no measure incoiX" 
sistent with the general conciliatory measures to be pursued with the 
inhabitants of the country. 

13 His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will be requested to take 
the necessary measures to support the arrangements which may be formed 
by the application of a military force to act in conformity to them. 

14 The province of Boghelcund or Rewah Mackunpore, situated to 
the south-east of Bundelcund, is considered by his Excellency as tribu- 
tary to the latter. As no permanent conquest of this province has, how- 
ever, been made by Ali Bahi.dur, and as Rajah Ajeet Sing, the heredi- 
tary chief of the province, is in actual possession, it is his Excellency's 
wish that every endeavour should be made to conciliate that chief to tlie 
interests of the British Government, and the necessary assistance granted 
him, if required, to defend the province from the inroads of the Berar 
Mahrattas, by sending a detachment to assist him in securing the princi- 
pal passes into hU country from Nagpore 

15. The countries adjoining to Bundelcund* on the north-west, for- 
merly possessed by the Ranah of Gohud and other Jaut chiefs, aie now, 
with the exception of Kalpee, (a Jaghire, held under the sunnud of the 
Peishwa,) exclusively under the dominion of Dowlut Rao Sciiidiah. It 
is understood that those chiefs are very generally averse to the authority 
of the Mahratta chieftain, and that they would readily embrace any effec- 
tual means which might be proposed to them for the purpose of obtain- 
ing an emancipation from that authority. 

16. As a co-operation on the part of those chiefs would essentially 
forward the military operations which it may be found expedient to pro- 
secute in those countries, his Excellency directs me to furnish you with 
the following observations on the general principles which it is his Ex- 
cellency's wish to adopt in forming arrangements with those chiefs. 

17 . In the event of a war with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the security of 
the British possessions in the Dooab against the future designs of that 
chief, would seem to demand the total abolition of his authority and in- 
terference in the north-western provinces of Hindostan. 

18. As it is not his Excellency's intention, however, in the event of a 
successful war with Scindiah, to extend at present the British regulations 
beyond the Dooab, with the reservation of Bundelcund and of such cities, 
forts, or districts, on the western banks of the Jumna, as may serve effec- 
tually to secure the safe navigation of that river, and to protect the fron- 
tier of the Dooab, it appears to his Excellency that engagements with 
those chiefs, formed on the basis of mutual secunty and support, and 
excluding all interference on the part of the British Government in the 
internal regulation of their respective possessions, would most effectually 
secure their co-operation, and present the strongest barrier to the efforts 
of Scindiah to regain an influence in that quarter. 

19. Upon this principle engagements may be entered into with those 
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chiefs, securing to tliom the undisturbed possession of their hereditary 
tenures on the condition of their zealous and ready co-operation with the 
British Government, to the extent of their respective means, in expelling 
the troops of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from that quarter of Hindostan, and 
preventing any future attempts on the part of that chieftain, or of any 
other foreign power, to establish an authority in those provinces, 

20. The ancestors of the Ranah of Gohud possessed the principal au- 
thority and influence amongst the Jaut chiefs to the westward of the 
Jumna, and although the authority and property of the present Ranah 
have been completely subjugated by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, yet his influ- 
ence amongst the Jaut tribes Is supposed to be still considerable, and 
might, per^ps, be advantageously used to assist in expelling the troops 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from the provinces of Hindostan, 

21. The poverty of the Ranah might, however, render it necessary that 
he should be supplied with sufficient funds to enable him to exert this 
influence to the effectual support of the British interests, 

22 If upon more minute and local information of the state of the 
Ranah’s circumstances, and of the influence which he may possess 
amongst the Jaut tribes, you should be of opinion that he is inclined to 
co-operate with the British forces in the expulsion of the troops of Dow- 
lut ]^o Scindiah from the country of Gohud, and that an advance of 
money from the British Government might enable him to give useful 
support to the military operations of the British forces in that country, 
his Excellency directs me to authorize you to grant him such advance as 
you may deem immediately necessary for the purpose of enabling him to 
collect his adherents, not to exceed the amount of rupees, 100,000, with- 
out receiving the further authority of his Excellency in Council. The 
enclosed letter addressed by his Excellency to the Ranah of Gohud (a 
copy of which is enclosed for your information) will be forwarded by you 
only in the above event of your conceiving that his co-operation may be 
advantageously exerted, 

23 To complete the system proposed by his Excellency of detensivc 
alliance against the future encroachments of Dowlut Rao Scindiah or 
other foreign powers into th j north-western provinces of Hindostan, his 
Excellency attaches much importance to securing tlie accession of the 
Rajpoot chiefs of Jypore and Jodepore to the plan above laid down, of 
mutual security and support. 

24. Enclosed are copies of letters which his Excellency has with this 
view addressed to the Rajahs of Jypore and Jodepore, which sufiiciently 
explain the principles on which it is his Excellency’s intention to form 
arrangements with those chiefs The original letters have been forwarded 
through his Excellency the Coramander-in-Chief, and duplicates have 
been delivered to the Vakeels of those chiefs at the Presidency for trans- 
mission to their principals. 

25. His Excellency considers it a desirable object to be attained in 
the negotiation with the Jaut and Rajpoot chiefs, that their frontiers 
should be secured by a subsidiary force from the British Government 
proportionate to the extent of their possessions and means respectively. 
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ThU will more particularly be desirable with the Rauah of Gohud and 
the Rajahs of Jypore and Jodepore, the amount of whose revenues his 
Excellency conceives would easily admit of a subsidy being paid to the 
British Government for the defence of their possessions. 

26. From the enclosed copy of a letter, addressed to Zeib ul Nissa 
Begum, you will observe that his Excellency the Governor-General is in- 
clined to extend the protection and favour of the British Government to 
the Begum. As the Jaghire possessed by the Begum is within the Doab, 
his Excellency is desirous th*t in any engagement entered into on the 
part of the British Government, such conditions may be inserted as may 
facilitate the introduction of the British regulations into the Jaghire in 
the event of a settlement of the adjoining parts of the Doab being formed 
upon the system of government established in the British possessions 

27 . His Excellency the Oommander-in-Chief has already been furnished 
with the instructions of his Excellency the most noble the Govemor- 
General, in regard to the measures to be pursued for dissolving the force 
under the command of M, Perron, and in the service of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

28 A general political authority will also be vested in his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief by his Excellency in Council, founded on the 
spirit of these instructions, a copy of which will be forwarded to his Ex- 
cellency, and subject to such further secret instructions as his Excellency 
the most noble the Governor-General may deem expedient to forward to 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

29. As it will be of the utmost importance that the details of the mea- 
sures, directed by the above general instructions, should be conducted 
under the inspection and with the sanction of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, his Excellency in Council desires that so soon as you 
may deem the negotiation in regard to Bundelcuud, in such a state of 
forwardness as to admit of your proceeding to join his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, you will entrust the further prosecution of the 
arrangement adopted for putting the British troops in possession of that 
province, to Mr. R, Ahmuty, the collector of Allahabad ; and proceed 
yourself to the head quarters of the army, under the command of his 
Excellency, where you will be furnished with such further instructions as 
may be deemed necessary, through the medium of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

30. To enable you to discharge the varied and extensive duties now 
entrusted to you with promptitude and effect, his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will be requested to authorize one or more of the mili- 
tary officers under his Excellency’s command, who may be spared from 
their military duties, and who may be otherwise qualified, to be employed 
under your direction in carrying into effect the political arrangements 
committed to the general superintendence of his Excellency the Com- 
inandcr-in-Chief. 

31. The collectors of Allahabad, Cawnpore and Etawah, will be di- 
rected to honour your drafts on his Excellency the most noble the Go- 
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lernor-Gencral for such sums as you may require for the purposes of the 
public service. 

32. You will be pleased to correspond with the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment in the Secret Department on all points connected with the objects 
of your mission, transmitting for the information of his Excellency the 
most noble the Governor-General, a regular detail of your proceedings, 
and you will communicate copies of all your letters to the Secretary to 
bis Excellency the Commander-In-Chief. 

1 am, dec. 

N. B. Eumonstoke, 

Secretary to Government, 

Secret and Political Department. 


No. LI. 

The Merqueet WeUeehy to lAeut^General Lake, 

Sir, Fort William, July 27th, 1803* 

1. In my despatch of this date,^ I signified my intention of 
communicating to your Excellency, in a separate address, the 
detail of the measures to be pursued with respect to his 
Majesty Shah Alum, and my general sentiments with regard 
to the conduct to be observed by the British, Government 
towards his Majesty and the royal family of Delhi, if their 
persons should be.brought under our protection. 

Deeming it to be expedient that his Majesty should be 
speedily apprized of my intentions in his favour, I have ad- 
dressed the letter to his Majesty, which accompanies this 
despatch, together with a copy of it for your Excellency’s 
information, f 

3. It will be proper that my letter to his Majesty should 
be despatched with every practicable degree of secrecy and 
caution. I have reason to believe that Syud Rezza Khan, 
who has long resided at Delhi, in the capacity of agent on 
the part of the Resident, with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, at the 
Court of his Majesty, may safely be trusted on this occasion. 
If upon enquiry your Excellency should find no cause to dis- 
sent from this opinion, your Excellency will be pleased to 
render Syud Rezza Khan the channel for the transmissionrof 
the letter, under such instructions as may appear to your 


* fcJee p. 208. 


t See p. 233. 
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Excellency to be applicable to the occasion. In this event 
your Excellency will deem it expedient to direct that agent 
to transmit to your Excellency accurate and regular informa* 
tion of every transaction at Delhi which may come to his 
knowledge. 

4. It may be expected that «^ny movement of the British 
troops which menaces the security of Delhi will be followed 
by an attempt on the part of the French officer, who is in 
charge of the Moghul’s person, to place his Majesty beyond 
the reach of our power. Your Excellency will, therefore, 
deem it proper, as far as may be practicable, to regulate the 
operations of the British troops, with respect to that city, in 
such a manner as to preclude the success of any attempt of 
that nature. 

5 . The arrangement to be finally concluded with respect 
to his Majesty, involves a question of great political and na- 
tional importance, which will form the subject of future deli- 
beration. For the present it is my intention merely to secure 
to his Majesty the protection of the British Government, and 
to assign to him and to his family a provision for their imme- 
diate support. The extent of that provision must be regu- 
lated by future events and circumstances. I entertain no 
doubt that his Majesty will be cordially disposed to place 
himself under the British protection without any previous 
stipulation. 

6. The apparent impossibility of his Majesty’s effecting 
his escape from Delhi, for the purpose of claiming the offered 
protection of the British Government, renders it unnecessary 
to contemplate that event. It cannot be expected that his 
Majesty’s person should come under our protection until we 
shall have succeeded in occupying Delhi. 

7. When that event shall have taken place, it is my anx- 
ious desire that his Majesty and the royal family should 
immediately experience the benefit of the change by re- 
ceiving from your Excellency, and from all persons acting 
under your authority, every demonstration of reverence, re- 
spect, and attention, and every degree of regard to the com- 
fort and convenience of his Majesty and the royal family, 
consistent with the security of their persons. It will be 
proper that your Excellency should immediately appoint a 
civil or military officer, who may be duly qualified to attend 
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his Majesty in the capacity of agent or representative of the 
British Government, furnishing such officer with proper in- 
structions for the regulation of his conduct towards his 
Majesty and the royal family, founded on the actual circum- 
stances of their situation, and on the spirit of these sugges- 
tions. 

8. It is advisable that his Majesty and Mirza Akber Shah, 
the heir apparent, should consent to reside at some station 
in the south-eastern provinces of the British dominions* 
Monghyr appears to me to be most eligible for that purpose. 
I accordingly authorize your Excellency to propose to his 
Majesty and Mirza Akber Shah to proceed to that station, 
under a proper escort of troops, at the earliest practicable 
period of time, after the occupation of Delhi by the British 
troops. It is not, however, my wish to compel his Majesty 
and the Prince to proceed to that station, m opposition to 
their decided inclination. Your Excellency will, however, 
be pleased to employ every argument to induce them to con- 
sent to that measure, and in the event of success, it may be 
necessary to permit his Majesty and Akber Shah’s immediate 
household to accompany them^ — the remainder of the royal 
family (in which is to be included the relatives of the late 
emperors) should continue at Delhi. 

9. Your Excellency will be pleased to transmit to me, as 
soon as may be practicable, a statement of the names and 
degrees of the persons, for whom it may be necessary to 
assign a provision, together with such suggestions as your 
Excellency may deem advisable, to enable me to determine 
the extent of such provision. 

10. If his Majesty and the Prince should be disposed to 
proceed to Monghyr, your Excellency will be pleased to 
make the necessary arrangements for their removal from 
Delhi without previous reference to my authority, and to sig- 
nify to Colonel Palmer the proposed arrangements for the 
residence of his Majesty at Monghyr. On receiving in- 
formation of their consent to the proposed measure, I shall 
immediately issue the necessary orders to provide for their 
accommodation. 

11. Under the resolution, which I have stated to your Ex- 
cellency of postponing a final arrangement with respect to 
hii. Majesty and the royal family, your Excellency will decline 
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to enter into any negotiation with his Majesty for that pur- 
pose, and your Excellency will be pleased to refer to me any 
propositions which you may receive from his Majesty of a 
nature to admit the delay of a reference to my authority. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


[Enclosure.] 

TAe Marquess Wellesley to his Mqfesty Shah Allum. 

Fort William, July 27th, 1803. 

Your Majesty is fully apprized of the sentiments of respect and attach- 
ment whicli the British Government has invariably entertained towards 
your royal person and family. 

The injuries and indignities to which your Majesty and your illustrious 
family have been exposed since the time when your Majesty unhappily 
transferred the protection of your person to the power of the Mahratta 
state, have been a subject of unceasing concern to the Honourable Com- 
pany and to the British administration in India , and I have deeply re- 
gretted that the circumstances of the times have hitherto precluded the 
interposition of the British power for the purpose of affording to your 
Majesty effectual relief from the oppressive control of injustice, rapacity, 
and inhumanity. 

In the present crisis of affairs, it is probable that your Msyesty may 
have the opportunity of again placing yourself under the protection of 
the British Government, and I shall avail myself with cordial satisfaction 
of any event which may enable me to obey the dictates of my sincere re- 
spect and attachment to your royal house 

If your Majesty should be disposed to accept the asylum, which, in the 
contemplation of such an event, I have directed his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the British forces in Oude to offer to your Majesty, in 
the name of the British Government, your Majesty may be assured that 
evei*y demonstration of respect and every degree of attention which can 
contribute to the ease and comfort of your Majesty and the royal family, 
will be manifested on the part of the British Government, and that ade- 
quate provision will be made for the support of your Majesty and of your 
family and household. 

At a proper season his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will have 
the honour of communicating to your Majesty my further sentiments on 
the subject of the proposed arrangement. 

Wellesley. 


A tiue Copy, 

N B. Edmonstone, 
Persian Secretary to Government. 
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No. LII. 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lieut ^General Lake. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William, July 27th, 1803, 

!• The present state of affairs in the Mahratta empire, 
and the security of the alliance lately concluded between his 
Highness the Peishwa and the British Government, require 
that a temporary authority should be constituted in the vici- 
nity of the north-west frontier of Oude, with full powers to 
conclude upon the spot whatever arrangements may become 
necessary for the purpose of accomplishing the plan of ope- 
rations and of political settlement, stated to your Excellency 
in my recent despatches. 

8. This power cannot be exercised with equal propriety 
and advantage to the public service by any other person than 
your Excellency, and I have, therefore, determined to vest 
this important and arduous trust in your hands. I therefore 
empower and direct your Excellency to assume and exercise 
the general direction and control of all political negotiations, 
connected with the operations of your army, and with the 
plan of political settlement, stated in my instructions of the 
ggnd instant to Mr. Mercer, and in my instructions of this 
date to your Excellency* 

3. I further vest you with full powers to decide any ques- 
tion which may arise in the prosecution of the measures pre- 
scribed by those orders, according to the general spirit of 
my views and intentions concerning the affairs of the Mah- 
ratta state, and of the powers bordering the Jumna, directing 
you, however, to refer to me in all cases, in which a previous 
reference to my authority may not appear to hazard the pub- 
lic interests. Under the same reservation, I authorize and 
empower yoii to commence and conclude negotiations with 
any of the Mahratta chiefs and jagheerdars, on the part of 
the British Government, for the purpose of promoting the 
general objects of the alliance lately concluded with his High- 
ness the Peishwa, or the general objects of your operations 
in the field. 

4. This general authority especially empowers you either 
directly, or through the representatives or officers of the 
British Government, to negotiate and conclude any engage- 
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merits with M. Perron or any of Scindiah’s European or 
native officers, with Ghunnee Behadur, Himmut Behadur, 
Shumshere Behadur, or any other Bundela chiefs, with the 
Rajahs of Jyenagur, Jodepore, and other Rajpoot chiefs, 
and with the Ranah of Gohud and other Jaut chieftains, with 
Sumroo*s Begum, with any of the chiefs of the Seiks, on the 
principles stated in my instructions to Mr. Mercer. 

5. Your Excellency will be careful to form any such en- 
gagements on principles conformable to the dignity, honour, 
and interests of the British Government and of its allies, 
and to the spirit and tenor of our subsisting treaties. 

6. Your Excellency is also authorized, under this instruc- 
tion, to make such arrangements as your Excellency may 
consider to be proper with his Majesty Shah Alum on the 
principles stated in my separate instructions of this date. 

7. Your Excellency is further empowered to conclude such 
engagements with any subordinate chieftains of the Mahratta 
state on the north-west frontier of Oude, as may appear to 
you to be expedient for the purpose of securing their co- 
operation, in the event of hostilities between the British Go- 
vernment and Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, or any other powers. 

8. All such engagements as your Excellency may conclude 
-with any of the chieftains or powers above enumerated will 
be confirmed by me under the limitations and restrictions 
herein prescribed. 

9. Copies of these instructions will be transmitted to the 
Hon. Major-General Wellesley, to his Excellency Lieut- 
General Stuart, to the Residents at Lucknow and Poonah, 
and the Resident in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
to the Governor-General’s agent in the ceded provinces, with 
directions to those several authorities to co-operate with your 
Excellency as far as their respective situations will admit in 
all points; connected with the efficient exercise of the powers, 
with which your Excellency is hereby invested. 

10- Yoar Excellency will be pleased to hold the moat con- 
fidential and unreserved intercourse with Major-General 
Wellesley, who possesses my authority to conduct and to 
conclude all political negotiations in the west of India under 
instructions, dated ^6th June, of which a copy is enclosed 
fo'' your Excellency’s information. 
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IL In the execution of these instructions, I authorize your 
Excellency to require the services of any civil officers whose 
assistance you may deem necessary to the despatch of the 
arduous affairs connected with the subject of this order, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Wellesley* 


No* LIU. 

FjteuL^Colonel Collins to the Mctrguess FTelleslep. 

Written 6th July 1803, 

My Lokd, [Received 28th or 29th of July, 1803 ] 

In the afternoon of the 4th instant I had an interview with 
Dowlut Eao Scindiah and with Ragojee Bhooslah, at the 
tent of the latter chieftain* I was attended oa this occasion 
by Captain Paris Bradshaw, Moonshee Mirza Banker Khan, 
and Gunput Roy. Seredhur Punth, Kishen Rao the eldest 
son, and the brother of the Berar Rajah, were present at this 
conference ; also JMoon Rao Bhow, Unna Bhasker, Eethul 
Punth, and Ambajee Inglia, on the part of Scindiah* 

2 . After an interchange of compliments I commenced the 
conversation, by observing that I had for some time past 
been extremely anxious to obtain an audience of these 
chieftains, in order to learn their final determination respect- 
ing the line of conduct which they intended to pursue 
in consequence of the engagements concluded at Bassein, 
between his Highness the Peishwa and the British Govern- 
ment, and I concluded with expressing my belief that the 
result of the present meeting would enable me to assure your 
Excellency of the friendly disposition of both chieftains 
towards the British Government. 

8. Here I paused, in the expectation of a reply ; but as 
none was given, T proceeded to state, that the treaty of Bas- 
sein was purely of a defensive nature ; that it contained no 
stipulation whatever injurious to the just rights of the De- 
canny Sirdars j but on the contrary, had expressly provided 
for the security and independency of the feudatory Mahratta 
chiefs. That the principal object of the treaty at Bassein, 
was to preserve the peace of India; that your lordship regarded 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Ragojee Bhooslah, as the ancient 
friends of the Honorable Company, and was on this account 
willing to improve the existing connection between those states 
and the British Government. I insisted on the right of the 
Peishwa to contract engagements with the English, without 
any of the Mahratta Sirdars ; I desired that the Berar Rajah 
would advert to the very clear exposition of the views and 
principles which induced the treaty of Bassein, as set forth 
in your Excellency’s letter,* to his address under date the 13th 
of last May ; I observed that this letter contained the most 
satisfactory proofs of the moderation and justice of the Bri- 
tish Government. Then addressing myself to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, I said that conformably to your lordship’s direc- 
tions, I had already given the same explanation to him ver- 
bally, and I reminded the Maharage of his having positively 
assured me on the £4th of last May, that he had no intention 
whatever to obstruct the completion of the engagements 
lately concluded at Bassein. I then remarked, that 1 only 
required from him a confirmation of this assurance, together 
with a similar declaration on the part of Rajah Ragoojee 
Bhooslah, and in conclusion, I declared that it was your Lord- 
ship’s earnest desire to promote the prosperity of their 
respective sircars, and that they might safely rely upon the 
continued friendship of the British Government so long as 
they refrained from committing acts of aggression against the 
English and their allies. 

4. Instead of making any observations on the foregoing 
discourse, Seredhur Punth entered into a most tedious 
explanation of the conduct which ought to have been adopted 
by the Peishwa previo^isly to his forming a new treaty with 
the British Government. He said it had been invariably the 
usage on such occasions to consult with the Deccanny Sirdars, 
whereas Baajy Rao had acted in the present instance, not 
only without the concurrence, but even without the know- 
ledge, of Ragoojee Bhooslah and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
although they were his friends, and confessedly, the most 
powerful chiefs in the Mahratta empire. This is the sub- 
stance of the only material points urged by Seredhur Punth. 
I replied, that his highness the Peishwa had repeatedly 


* See p 9^^ 
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written to the Maharage and to the Berar Rajah to repair to 
Poonah, but that these requisitions of his Highness had not 
been complied with ; that in consequence the Peishwa was 
left without any means of defence against his enemies, except 
that which he derived from the English to whom his High- 
ness was solely indebted for the preservation of his life, 
honour and dignity. I further observed, that his (the minis- 
ter’s) reference to old usages, was inconclusive, inasmuch as 
no one instance had been adduced tending to prove that the 
Peishwa had not an undoubted right to enter into any new 
engagements with the English, independently of the consent 
of any of the feudatory Mahratta chiefs, and that in fact the 
only point for consideration was, whether Ragoojee Bhoos- 
lah and Dowlut Rao Scindiah designed to oppose the com- 
pletion of a treaty actually concluded between his Highness 
the Peishwa and the British Government. 

5. Here again Seredhur Punth made a long speech, con- 
taining for the most part professions of the friendly disposi- 
tion which his master entertained towards the British 
Government; he ended by remarking, that the English 
troops having crossed the Godavery were advancing towards 
the Ghaut* of Adjuntee, in consequence of which, he re- 
quested I would wri-e to the honorable General Wellesley, 
for the purpose of prevailing on him to recal that detach- 
ment, I excused myself from preferring any request of the 
kind, and observed, that the British troops generally advanced 
when any army was approaching them, but never retreated. 
I then recurred to the question which I had so frequently 
stated ; Seredhur Punth said, that he had a great many 
remarks to make on the different articles of the treaty of 
Bassein; I replied, that these remarks might be committed 
to writing and hereafter sent to your Excellency, but in the 
mean time I expected he would answer my question. The 
Bhooslah’s minister then objected, that the Peishwa had 
not to this hour informed either Scindiah or Ragoojee, of 
his having concluded a new treaty with the English ; I 
reminded Seredhur of the duplicate letters which both the 
Maharage and the Berar Rajah had received through me from 
his Highness the Peishwa, and in which his Highness ex- 
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pressly mentions having improved the friendship that had so 
long subsisted between his Government and that of the 
Honorable Company. Both Jadoon Rao and Seredhur 
Punth admitted the correctness of this statement, but said 
that they had never received the originals, atid gave me to 
understand that they yielded no credit whatever to the dupli- 
cates. On this head much warm conversation ensued, but 
both Seredhur Punth and Jadoon Rao declared that it was 
necessary for the satisfaction of the Bhooslah and of Scin- 
diah, that they should receive the foregoing information from 
the Peishwa himself, and that for this purpose they intended 
deputing two confidential persons to Poonah. In the mean 
time, they assured me, that theii masters had no design 
whatever to oppose any engagements which the British nught 
have contracted with his Highness, and they also promised 
that their armies ‘•hould not advance towards Poonah nor 
ascend the Adjuntee Ghaut. After giving these assurances, 
they rec^uested I would endeavour to prevent the nearer 
approach of the British troops under the command of Colonel 
Stevenson. I replied, that to evince the sincerity of their 
present professions, it was indispensably requisite that Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah should recross the Nerbuddah, and <'hc 
Bhooslah repair to Nagpore ; that while they continued in 
this quarter with their arm*v*s, it was impossible for your 
Excellency to rely on their friendly promises ; and I added, 
that if the Maharage and the Berar Rajah, would immedi- 
ately return to their respective capitals, I had no doubt 
of obtaining the consent of the Honorable General W ellesley 
to withdraw his forces also. But al^though I persisted in 
contending and urging this point a considerable time, and 
did not fail to state that the continuance of the Mahratta 
armies in this quarter would most probably be productive of 
serious evils, y^t I could obtain no satisfactory assurance 
either from Jadoon Rao or Seredhur Punth, that Scindiah 
and the Bhooslah would shortly return to their respective 
capitals ; and hence I am inclined to infer that their friendly 
professions are insincere. 

6. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Ragoojee Bhooslah, both 
promised to send me letters on the following day, for your 
Excellency, containing the strongest assurances of their 
determination to preserve and maintain the relations of friend- 
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ship which have so long subsisted between their states and 
the British Government. I waited for those letters during 
the whole of yesterday, but as they are not yet sent to me, 
although this day be far advanced, I ^hall no longer defer 
the despatch of my present address. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 

and very humble servant, 

J. C0LI.INS, 
Reside'^t D. R. S, 


No. LIV. 

Tlte Marquess Wellesky to L%mu^ General Lake, 

(Official and Secret*) 

Sir, Fort William, July \m. 

Your Excellency will be apprized by my despatch under 
date the 27th instant,^ of the general principles of the system 
of political arrangement which I propose to adopt in the pre- 
sent crisis of affairs with respect to the several chiefs and 
states occupying the north-western part of Hindostan. That 
despatch refers to my instructions to Mr. Mercer, whom I 
have selected for the conduct of the detail of the proposed 
arrangement under your Excellency’s immediate superintend- 
ance. 

A copy of Mr. Mercer’s instructions has been forwarded to 
your Excellency,! and I now have the honour to communicate 
to your Excellency such directions as are necessarv to enable 
you to regulate and support Mr. Mercer’s proceedings, and to 
carry into effect such of the measures which those instructions 
describe, as may depend for their immediate execution on 
the exercise of the powers vested in your Excellency’s 
hand. 

Your Excellency will observe, that although Mr# Mercer is 
appointed to be the special agent to the Governor-General 
for conducting the proposed negotiations with the Bundelah 
chiefs, he is required to exercise the powers with which he is 
vested under the immediate control and su})erintendance of 

t p. J24 


* See p. 208 
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your Excellency, and is accordingly directed to transmit to 
your Excellency regular information of his proceedings, and 
to conform to such instructions as your Excellency may think 
proper to issue to him for the regulation of his conduct 
in carrying into effect the measures entrusted to his exe- 
cution. 

In conformity to the intimation contained in the 13th para- 
graph of Mr. Mercer’s instructions, I request that your Ex- 
cellency will be prepared to support the arrangements which 
Mr. Mercer may conclude with the Bundelah chiefs, by the 
application of a military force to such an extent as your Ex- 
cellency may deem sufficient, and the exigencies of the public 
service may enable your Excellency to detach for that pur- 
pose. In deciding this point, your Excellency will advert to 
the important object of securing the principal passes into the 
country of Berar, from the contiguous province of Boghil- 
eund« 

My despatch No* 2 of the 27th instant* contains my senti- 
ments with respect to the importance of securing the co-ope- 
ration of the principal Rajpoot chieftains, and of concluding 
permanent alliances with those states. I have every reason 
to be satisfied of the disposition of the Rajahs of Jyenagur 
and Jodepore to connect themselves with the British Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of emancipating themselves from the 
oppressive control of the Mahrattas. I am at the same time 
aware that a dread of M. Perron’s resentment may deter 
those chieftains from an open manifestation of that dispo- 
sition, until the operations of the British army shall have 
placed them beyond the reach of M. Perron’s power. The 
immediate despatch of a commissioner to those chieftains for 
the purpose of negotiating the terms of the proposed engage- 
ments, might induce M. Perron to adopt such measures with 
respect to those chieftains as might prevent their co-operation 
with the British forces. Deeming it, however, to be of im- 
portance that the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepore should be 
apprized at the earliest practicable period of time, of the dis- 
position of the British Government to favour their supposed 
views, I have addressed letters to those chieftains offering to 
their acceptance propositions of a general nature intended to 


* See p. 234. 
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secure their co-operation in the approaching contest^ and to 
form the basis of a future defensive alliance between those 
chieftains and the British Government, and I have requested 
them to transmit to your Excellency duplicates of their re- 
plies, in order that your Excellency may receive the earliest 
practicable information of their assent to the proposed terms, 
and be prepared to suggest to them the mode in which their 
military power and resources may be most advantageously 
employed in promoting the success of the common cause. 

Those letters have already been transmitted to your Excel- 
lency by my directions, in a private letter from the Secretary 
to Government in the Secret Department, accompanied by 
copies of ihem for your Excellency’s information. 

If the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepore should be disposed 
to afford their co-operation, the danger of a premature dis- 
closure of their intentions will probably prevent them from 
immediately despatching their agents to your Excellency for 
the purpose of concerting with your Excellency the plan of 
co-operation. 

It may therefore be necessary, that after being apprized of 
their disposition to co-operate, your Excellency should com- 
municate your sentiments on that subject to those chieftains 
in writing. The mode in which those chieftains shall be re- 
quired to co-operate with the British forces is a question ex- 
clusively of a military nature, to be regulated by your Excel- 
lency’s discretion, and by contingent circumstances. It is 
unnecessary at the present moment to state to your Excel- 
lency the detail of the defensive engagements which I am de- 
sirous of concluding at a future period of time with the Ra- 
jahs of Jyenagur and Jodepore. 

It is probable that Mr. Mercer will arrive at your Excel- 
lency’s camp in time to enable you to avail yourself of his 
services in the negotiations which your Excellency may have 
occasion to conduct with those chieftains. 

Your Excellency will he apprized by Mr. Mercer of the aid 
to be expected from the power or influence of the Ranah of 
Gohud, and your Excellency will be prepared to regulate 
your proceedings with regard to that chief and the Jauts 
according to the information which you may receive from Mr. 
Mercer on that subject. 

Year Excellency will he apprized by the 26th paragraph^of 
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my insti'uctions to Mr. Mercer, of the arrangement which I 
propose to conclude with respect to the Jageer of Zeeboo 
Nissa Begum, commonly called Sumroo’s Begum.* The dis- 
position of the Begum to place herself under the protection 
of the British Government is distinctly declared in two letters 
which I have lately received from her. 

I have stated in my instructions to Mr, Mercer that the 
local situation of the Begum’s Jaggeer renders it desirable 
that in any engagement concluded with her on the part of the 
British Government, such conditions should be inserted as 
may facilitate the introduction of the British regulations into 
the Jaggeer and I request that your Excellency’s negotiations 
with the Begum may be directed to the accomplishment of 
this object. It may not, perhaps, be expedient directly to 
propose to her this arrangement, until the British power shall 
have been established in the adjacent territories of the Dooab. 
But in that case, the engagements to be concluded with the 
Begum should be such as to form a basis for the futmre ac- 
complishment of the proposed arrangement. Your Excel- 
lency, however, will be guided in the determination of this 
point, by the information which you may acquire of the dispo- 
sition of the Begum to acquiesce in the extent of my views 
with relation to her Jaggeer, It is my wish to commute her 
Jaggeer for a suitable stipend, the extent of which must be 
regulated by the profits which she actually derives from her 
territorial possessions, and by the importance of the services 
which the British Government may derive from the exertion 
of her aid and influence. 

As an immediate proof of her disposition to connect her 
interests with those of the British Government, and as the 
condition of her being admitted to the benefits of its protec- 
tion, she should be required to recal her battalions now serv- 
ing in the army of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and to employ what- 
ever influence she may possess over the Zemindars and chief- 
tains in the Dooab, to induce them to place themselves under 
the authority of the British Government, and to employ their 
resources in assisting the operations of the British arms. 

With a view, however, to expedite the proposed arrange- 


♦ Widow of a Frenchman named Sombre, formerly in tne service of 
the Nawaul) Cossim Alii Khaun, Nawaub of Bengal. 
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ment with the Begum, I have deemed it expedient to trans- 
mit a duplicate of my letter to her to the Resident at Luck- 
now, directing him to deliver it for transmission to the Begum’s 
Vakeel stationed at tl at city, and if he should have reason to 
suppose that Vakeel to be in the confidence of the Begum, 
to communicate to him generally the disposition of the British 
Government to afford its protection to the Begum, to require 
him to suggest to her the immediate despatch of orders of re- 
call to her battalions serving with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
to propose his proceeding to the camp of your Excellency for 
the purpose of eventually becoming the channel of negotiation 
between your Excellency and the Begum, 

Although I have vested Mr. Mercer with authority to aid 
your Excellency in the conduct of all or any of the foregoing 
arrangements, it is not my wish that such negotiations as ap- 
pear to be of an urgent nature should be postponed until Mr. 
Mercer’s progress in the negotiations to which his attention 
has been immediately directed, may enable your Excellency 
to avail yourself of his services in other branches of general 
political arrangement. 

In conformity to the intimation contained in the 30th para- 
graph of Mr. Mercer’s instructions, I request that your Ex- 
cellency will be pleased, if necessary, to authorize one or more 
of the military oflScers under your command, who may be 
spared from military duty, and who may possess the necessary 
qualifications, to aid Mr. Mercer in carrying into effect such 
of the political arrangements prescribed by my instructions, 
as may remain unaccomplished when Mr. Mercer’s negotia- 
tions inBundelcund apd its vicinity shall enable him to attend 
your Excellency for that purpose. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


Examined, 

W. B. Bavley,* Assistant. 


* William Butterwortb Bayley, Esq. was recently Acting Governor- 
General of India, and is now one of the Directors of the East India Com- 
pany.— E’rf. 
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Ihe Marqum Wellestey to Lieut^General Lake 
(Secret.) 

Fort Wmiain, 30th July 1803. 

1. Your Excellency has been apprized by my official des- 
patch No. 2, dated the 27th instant, of my general views and 
intentions with respect to the campaign against Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in the north-west of India. I now consider it to be 
expedient to state to your Excellency my directions with 
respect to the adoption of such measures after you shall have 
passed the frontier of the Company’s provinces, as may be 
calculated to facilitate the success of the British arms, to 
conciliate the minds of the inhabitants of the country, and to 
enable your Excellency to secure suppUes for the army m 

the field. a 

2. When your Excellency shall have passed the frontier 

of the Company’s dominions you will issue a proclamation in 
your own name, promising protection to the persons and 
properties of all such inhabitants of the country, as sh^l on 
just and reasonable terms assist the army by supphes of cat- 
tle, grain, forage, or provisions of any description, and fur- 
ther assuring the inhabitants in general, that no persons 
fi jinll be molested excepting such as shall app^ in arms or 
shaU impede the operations of the army by the removal ot 
those supplies, which may be useful to its progress or sub- 
sistence. Your Excellency will also employ every means to 
conciliate the inhabitants of the countries through which you 
shall pass, as well by the orderly and regular conduct of the 
army, as by the publication, from time to time, of such assu- 
rances as may be adapted to the occasion. _ 

8 I enclose to your Excellency, for reference, copies of 
the’ proclamation issued by Lieutenant-General Kwris on 
entering Mysore, at the commencement of the war ot 17^, 
and of the proclamation issued by the Commisrioners subse- 
quently to the fell of Seringapatam, for the settlement of the 
conquered territory. 


• See Vol I. p. 498. 



24?6 THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO July, 

4. It is extremely important to use the most effectual pre- 
cautions for the prevention of plunder of every description, 
and for compelling every officer and soldier to pay regularly 
for all such articles, as shall be furnished by the inhabitants 
during the march of the army. 

5. It is possible that some of the tributaries, principal offi- 
cers, or other subjects of Dowlut Rao Scindiah exclusively 
of those described in my general instructions to your Excel- 
lency, and in my instructions to Mr. Mercer, may be inclined 
to place themselves under the protection of the Company. 
The war in which we are involved by the aggression of 
Scindiah, renders it both just and expedient, that we should 
avail ourselves as much as possible, of the discontents and 
disaffection of his subjects or officers, and I accordingly 
desire, that in all cases where overtures of this nature may 
be made to your Excellency, which may not admit of refer- 
ence to me, you will be pleased to decide on the degree and 
nature of the encouragement, proper to be given to the per- 
sons by whom they may be made. 

6. I also authorize your Excellency to give to all tributaries 
or others renouncing their allegiance to Scindiah, and acting 
sincerely in our favour, the most positive assurances of effec- 
tual protection in the name of the Company. Your Excel- 
lency will observe that this authority must be exercised with 
reference to my separate instructions regarding the extent of 
territory, which it is at present in my contemplation to sub- 
ject to the general regulations established in the British pos- 
sessions, and you will he pleased to remark that the limits of 
of that territory are described by the Jumna, including its 
western and southern hank, and the mountains of Kumaon 
to the north and the whole of Bundelcund. Within these 
limits you may engage to secure to the inhabitants the advan- 
tages of British subjects. 

7. The inhabitants of that part of the Dooab now subject 
to the authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of M. Perron, 
must be apprized of the general security to persons and pro- 
perty, afforded by the system of administration introduced 
by the British Government into the ceded provinces, and it 
is probable that many of them will manifest a ready disposi- 
tion to accept the protection of the Company. 

8. In that event your Excellency may find it practicable, 
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as the army under your command shall advance into the 
enemy’s country, and after the destruction of the authority 
of M. Perron to effect a settlement of the revenues of the 
conquered country, for a term of one year, with the persons, 
who may be in actual possession. The success of this mea- 
sure would afford an acceptable resource for the prosecution 
of the war to a successful termination, and, if the settlement 
were made on moderate terms, it might attach to our cause a 
body of men, who would not only possess the means of afford- 
ing essential assistance in the provision of supplies, but who 
would likewise oppose a formidable barrier against any incur- 
sions into our own territories, or into the reserved dominions 
of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier. 

9. It is not in my power to prescribe the terms on which 
such a settlement of the revenues as is here proposed ought 
to be concluded 5 these must necessarily be left to your Ex- 
cellency’s discretion. I think it proper however to observe, 
that the revenue to be assessed should be so moderate in its 
amount, as to conciliate the parties, with whom any engage- 
ments may be contracted towards the British Government. 

10. In the conduct of this branch of the public service, 
your Excellency will obtain material assistance from the 
experience, zeal and talents of Mr. G. Mercer, who was em- 
ployed under the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
settlement of a considerable portion of the territory ceded by 
the Vizier. Mr. Mercer will join the army immediately. 

11 . Your Excellency has received my authority to resort 
to the assistance of any of the civil servants of the Company, 
employed in the the Upper Provinces whenever you may 
require it, and I propose to direct others properly qualified 
for that service to proceed to the army for the purpose of 
affording the aid of their talents, and knowledge in the exe- 
cution of your arrangements for a temporary settlement of the 
country. 

12. I have the honour to transmit with this despatch seve- 
ral copies of a proclamation^ issued by me in council, com- 
manding all the civil servants and miUtary officers subject to 
the authority of this Presidency, to pay immediate and prompt 


*' This proclamation bears date dOth July, 1803, and is fully abstracted 
in the paragraph above given (No. 12.) 
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obedience to all such requisitions or orders as they may 
receive from your Excellency, whether for the provision and 
transportation of supplies and stores for the use of the army, 
or for any other purpose whatever. Your Excellency will 
be pleased to circulate this proclamation whenever the public 
interests shall appear in your judgment to require it, and you 
will desire Mr. Seton and Mr, Neave at Benares, to transmit 
it to the civil officers in their respective divisions. 

13, Your Excellency will observe from my general instruc- 
tions, that it is my ultimate intention to extend the regulations 
of the British Government throughout the whole of the 
country, bounded by the rivers Ganges and Jumna, and by 
the mountains of Kumaon. A part of this territory is 
possessed by a race of inhabitants known by the designation 
of Goojurs, who are understood to be adverse to the autho- 
rity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and to have frequently been 
engaged in hostilities with that chieftain in the vicinity of 
Saharunpore. 

14. Your Excellency’s prudence will dictate the expediency 
of employing the most efficacious measures for the purpose of 
conciliating the Goojurs, and of inducing them to unite with 
the British Government for the overthrow of Scindiah’s 
power in the Dooab. An amicable arrangement may here- 
after be concluded with the Goojurs, for the regulation of 
the conditions on which their possessions shall be held subject 
to the paramount authority of the Honourable Company. 

T have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. LVI. 

The Marquees Wellesley to L>ieuL*General Stuart, 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William, 30th July, 1803. 

1. I have received from the right honourable Lord Clive, 
copies of your Excellency’s letter to his Lordship, under date 
the 27th of June, and of his Lordship’s reply, containing a 
detailed statement of the considerations, which have induced 
your Excellency and his Lordship to concur in the expedi- 
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ency of placing the army under your Excellency's immediate 
command, in a position to the southward of the Tungbuddra, 
calculated to provide for the security of the British posses- 
sions in that quarter, against the dangers to be apprehended 
from the renewal of war between great Britain and France. 

Your Excellency and his Lordship have justly founded 
your deliberations, with respect to the expediency of that 
measure, on a comparison between the danger, to which the 
British possessions may be immediately exposed by the 
absence of a protecting army, and the effect which the retreat 
of the army from the station of Moodgul may be expected to 
produce on the state of our affairs in the western side of 
India, and the estimate which your Excellency has formed of 
the comparative hazard of either alternative, founded on the 
information at that time in your Excellency’s possession jus- 
tified the measure, which your Excellency, in concurrence 
with the opinion of Lord Clive, resolved to adopt. 

3. The importance however, which I have uniformly at- 
tached to the continuance of the army under your Excellency’s 
command, in a position favourable to our eventual military 
operations in the west of India, and the opinion which I enter- 
tained of the degree of danger to the security of our southern 
possessions under the circumstances of an impending war 
with France, and of the arrival of a French force at Pondi- 
cherry, would probably have induced me to direct that the 
army should not retreat, if the question could have been 
previously I’eferred to my decision. 

4. The advices, which I have lately received of the state 
pf affairs in the west of India, are of a nature to augment the 
importance of maintaining the advanced position of your 
Excellency’s army, and the departure of the French squa- 
dron from the coast of Coromandel has suspended the danger, 
wliich induced your Excellency and Lord Clive to adopt the 
measure of withdrawing that army from its position at Mood- 
gul, and has afforded time for supplying in a great degree, 
the absence of the troops under your Excellency’s immediate 
command. 

5. The complete establishment of the operation of the 
treaty of Bassein will, in my judgment, oppose the most 
effectual barrier to the designs of France against the British 
possessions in India, any arrangement therefore calculated to 
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secure and accelerate the attainment of that important object, 
should supersede every other consideration, excepting that 
of providing for the safety of our possessions against imme« 
diate and inevitable danger* 

6. For these reasons it is my decided opinion, that the 
general interests of the public service will be most effectually 
promoted by the return of your Excellency’s army to the 
position, which it lately occupied for the purpose of control- 
ling the confederated chieftains of the Mahratta state, and 
of maintaming the &ith of the southern Jaggeerdars (some 
of whom have been tempted by the suspense of our military 
operations to intrigue with the confederates) and of being 
prepared to support the operations of the British forces 
under the command of the honourable Msyor-General Wel- 
lesley. I accordingly request, that unless your Excellency 
should be in possession of intelligence, of a nature to render 
indispensably necessary, the near approach of your Excel*- 
lency’s army to the presidency of Fort St. George, for the 
safety of that presidency, or of our southern possessions, 
your Excellency will return with the army under your com- 
mand, to the station which it lately occupied at Moodgul, or 
to a station commanding similar advantages, with regard to 
the operations of Major-General Wellesley, to the state of 
affairs at Poonah and Hyderabad, and to the disposition and 
conduct of the southern Jaggeerdars. 

7. A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to the right 
honourable Lord Clive for his Lordship’s information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellbs^by. 


No. LVIL 

Doidutt Rm Scindtah to the Marquess Wellesley^* 

Received July Slst, 1803. 

I have received your Lordship’s friendly letter notifying 
the conclusion of new engagements between his Highness the 

* A letter of similar words and tenor was received on the same day 
by the Marquess Wellesley from Ragojee Bhoosla, the Rajah of Ber^r. 
-[Ad.] 
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Peishwa and tbe English Company at Bassein^ together with 
a copy of the treaty ; and I have been fully apprized of every 
word of its contents, which have also been fully communicated 
to me by Colonel Collins. 

Whereas the engagements subsisting between the Peishwa 
and me are such, that the adjustment of all affairs and of the 
concerns of his state and government, should be arranged and 
completed with my advice and participation, by the favour of 
God ! through a regard to what is above stated, the degrees 
of mutual concord have so increased,* that to this time no in- 
terruption or derangement of them has occurred on either 
side. Notwithstanding this, the engagements which have 
lately been concluded between that quarter (British Govern- 
ment) and the Peishwa have only now been communicated j 
and on the part of the Peishwa, to this time of writing, 
nothing. Therefore, it has now been determined with Rajah 
Ragojee Bhoosla, in presence of Colonel Collins, that confi- 
dential persons on my part and the Rajah’s, be despatched to 
the Peishwa, for the purpose of ascertaining the circumstances 
of the (said) engagements. At the same time no intention 
whatever is entertained on my part to subvert the stipulations 
of the treaty consisting of nineteen articles, which has been 
concluded at Bassein, between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, on condition that there be no design whatever 
on the part of tlie English Company and the Peishwa to sub- 
vert the stipulations of the treaty, which, since a long period 
of time, has been concluded between the Peishwa’s Sircar, 
me, and the said Rajah and the Mabratta chiefs. 

Further particulars will be communicated by the letters of 
Colonel Collins. Let the receipt of friendly letters continue 
to be the means of gratification to me. 

A true translation 

N. B Edmonstone. 

Perbian Sec. to Government. 
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ne Marquess Wellesley to Lord Castlereagh. 

My dear Lord, Fort William, August 1st, 1803. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship s despatches noted in the margin (Wth February, 
1803.) 

I return your Lordship many thanks for the intelligence 
communicated in this despatch relative to the movements of 
the French armaments. 

Your Lordship will be apprized by my despatches to the 
Secret Committee of the considerations arising from the state 
of Mahratta affairs, which have compelled me to increase 
the military charges of the last and of the present year. 

The official returns which must have reached England of 
the deficient state of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Com- 
pany’s European force, especially the Company’s artillery, 
will also have attracted your Lordship’s attention, together 
with the suggestions contained in my despatch of the 20th of 
April, 1803, 

That passage of your Lordship’s letter which states that 

the Company’s dominions are in a great degree grown out 
of the reach of danger from the native powers,” induces me 
to apprehend that the condition of the military establish- 
ments of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, under the command of 
Monsieur Perron, and of his French officers, may not have 
obtained sufficient consideration in England. 

The condition of that military force, connected with the 
probability of a renewal of war with France, constitutes a 
serious object of danger, and will require the most vigilant 
observation, whatever may be the result of the depending 
discussions with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Your Lordship, however, may entertain, under every pro- 
bable contingency, a confident expectation of a continued 
- improvement in the state of our finance. 

With respect to the supply of silver, I need not remark to 
your Lordship that India has not received the expected aid ; 
the prime cost of the commercial investment of Bengal and 
Obde, however, in the approaching season, will amount to 
the extraordinary sum of one crore and eight lacs of rupees 
(1,08,00,0(X).) 
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The documents transmitted by Mr. Wellesley will enable 
your Lordship to decide the policy and justice of the treaty 
concluded with the Vizier in November, 1801. 

Your Lordship must be apprized that I can feel no other 
solicitude on this question than that which arises from my 
regard for the public interests. 

The documents which have been already transmitted to 
England relative to the affairs of the Carnatic appear to me 
to be so ample, that I have determined to request that the 
decision of the question may be rested upon those materials. 

I trust entirely to your Lordship’s judgment to take the 
most correct view of that measure. I am not aware of the 
nature of the advantage expected to be derived by the 
Nabob’s creditors from contrasting my letter of the 26th of 
March, 1800, with the subsequent grounds of the proceed- 
ings in the Carnatic. Mr. Henry Wellesley, Mr. Cowper, 
Lieut.-Colonel Kirkpatrick, and Mr. Cockburn, can afford 
your Lordship full information with respect to the motives 
which induced me to furnish Lord Clive with the view of my 
sentiments contained in the letter of the 26th of March, 1800. 

I derive great satisfaction from the postscript of your 
Lordship’s letter, by which it appears that the affairs of 
Oude will be decided by your Lordship’s judgment. 

Your Lordship will be apprized by my despatch to Lord 
Hobart, noted in the margin (19th March, 1803,) of the cir- 
cumstances which attended General Decaen*s arrival at Pon- 
dicherry. 

I have employed every possible effort to secure the Portu- 
guese settlements from any attempt of the French. The 
most effectual defence, however, of these settlements must 
depend upon the distribution of his Majesty’s squadron in 
the Indian Seas, it is therefore difficult for me in the present 
limited condition of my authority to provide for the security 
of those possessions in a manner entirely satisfactory to my 
wishes* 

Your Lordship will also remark that the garrisons to be 
^ provided for the Portuguese settlements must constitute an 
addition to the military charges in India. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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No. LIX. 

7%e Marquess Wellesleif to the Rt^M HonouraUe Lord William Bentinck. 

My JjORD, Fort William, Ist August, 1803. 

This letter will be delivered to your Lordship by Lieut.- 
Colonel Hoghton, an officer belonging to my family, in whose 
talents, integrity, and honour, I place' the most implicit con- 
fidence. I have directed Lieut.-Colonel Hoghton to attend 
your Lordship at Fort St. George for the purpose of offering 
my congratulations to you upon your arrival at that Presi- 
dency, together with the assurance of my sincere disposition 
to afford your Lordship my most cordial assistance and sup- 
port in the discharge of the arduous duties of the difficult 
and important trust committed to your hands. 

Lieut.-Colonel Hoghto’^i is authorized by me to comnmni- 
caie to your Lordship without reserve on every point of 
detail, which may appear to merit your attention; and is 
also charged by me with several communications of the most 
confidential nature for your Lordship’s information and 
service. 

It will afford me great pleasure to have the honour of a 
letter from your Lordship as soon as you shall have con- 
versed with Lieut.-Colonel Hoghton. My satisfaction would 
have been perfect, if I could have been enabled to have 
the advantage of a personal interview with your Lordship, 
previously to the commencement of your administration. 
Your Lordship will, however, undertake your great charge 
with the most firm confidence in my zealous co-operation, and 
in my disposition to consider the prosperity and honour of 
the government subject to your immediate authority, as inse- 
parably connected with the efficiency of the powder of the 
Supreme Government, with the general interests of this vast 
empire, and with the stability of the British influence, and 
the glory of the British name in India. 

I have the honour to be, 

with great respect, my Lord, 

Ti our Lordship’s 
most faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 
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No. LX. 

Tk^ Govermr^General in council to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
of the Court of Directors, 

HoHdCRABLE SiRS, FortWilliam> 1st Au^st, 1803. 

The Governor-General has had the honour of ciMumunica- 
ting to your honourable Committee, in his several despatches 
of the £4th of December, 1802, ♦ 10th of February,t 19th of 
April,}: and 20th of June, 180S,§ the progress of transactions 
in the Mahratta empire, and of stating to your honourable 
Committee the measures which his Excellency deemed it 
necessary to pursue for the security and improvement of the 
British interests, as connected that empire, and his 
general sentiments with respect to the actual state of affairs 
at those several periods of time. 

The Governor-General in council now deems it proper to 
continue the narrative of events from the date of the Gover- 
nor-Generars latest communication to your honourable Com- 
mittee, a duplicate of which accompanies this despatch 
overland. 

At a conference between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the 
Resident at the court of that chieftain, holden on the 28th of 
May, the Resident communicated to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
the representations which he was instructed to make in con- 
formity to the notes of instruction, of which a copy formed an 
enclosure in the Governor-General’s address to your honour- 
able Committee of the 20th of June.f| 

The Resident began the conference by imparting to Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah the whole of the treaty of Bassein, of which 
he also delivered a copy to that chieftain, agreeably to the 
directions of the Govemor-GeneraL After some discussion 
with regai^ to particular parts of that treaty, the Resident 
called on Dowlut Rao Scindiah to declare whether it appeared 
to him to contain any stipulations injurious to bis just rights* 
In reply to which, that chieftain candidly acknowledged ihat 
it contained no such stipulations. The Resident then ad- 


♦ See p. 3. t See p. 49. J See p. 72- § See p. 142. 

j{ See instructions to the Resident, 30th Mav, 1803, p. 100. 
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verted to the reported confederacy between Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
to the actual approach of the Rajah of Berar, for the purpose 
of meeting Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and in conformity to the 
Governor-Generars instructions, required that chieftain to 
state the nature of the late negotiations between those Mah- 
ratta chiefs, and to disavow any intentions of confederating 
with the Rajah of Berar, and with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, for 
the purpose of obstructing the completipn of the arrange- 
ments established by the treaty of Bassein. 

The Resident enforced these demands by every argument 
which the nature of the case suggested, and by the declara- 
tion, which he was instructed to make, of the determined 
resolution of the British Government to resist any attempt on 
the part of any state or power to obstruct the complete exe- 
cution of the treaty of Bassein, and the Resident apprized 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that in the event of his refusing to 
afford the just and reasonable explanations and assurances 
which the Resident has demanded, and of his continuing to 
prosecute military operations in opposition to the Resident’s 
remonstrances, the British Government would be compelled 
to adopt measures of precaution on every boundary of that 
chieftain’s dominions. The Resident added, agreeably to the 
Governor-Generars instructions, that certain intelligence of 
the accession of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to any confederacy 
against the British power would produce immediate hostility 
on all parts of his frontier. 

These representations however, failed to produce the de- 
sired effect; Dowlut Rao Scindiah repeatedly declared to the 
Resident, that he could not afford the satisfaction demanded 
until a meeting should have taken place between that chief- 
tain and the Rajah of Berar, whose arrival was expected in 
the course of a few days, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah closed 
the discussion by stating to the Resident, that immediately 
after his interview with the Rajah of Berar, the Resident 
should be informed "whether it would be peace or war.” 

This unprovoked menace of hostility, and the insult offered 
to the British Government by a reference of the question of 

peace or war,” to the result of a conference with the Rajah 
of Berar, who, at the head of a considerable army, had 
reached the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp, together 
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with the indication which it afforded of a disposition on the 
part of those chieftains to prosecute the supposed objects of 
their confederacy, rendered it the duty of the British Govern- 
ment to adopt without delay, the most effectual measures for 
the vindication of its dignity, and for the security of its rights 
and interests, and those of its allies, against any attempt on 
the part of the confederates, to injure or invade them. 

The Governor-General accordingly issued private instruc- 
tions to his Excellency the Commander -in-Chief at Cawnpore, 
to make the necessary arrangements for assembling the army 
on the north-west frontier of the Company’s possessions, and 
the Governor-General at the same time directed his attention 
to the formation of a plan of operations for the British army 
in that quarter, and to the accomplishment of a system of 
political arrangement with the neighbouring states and chief- 
tains, calculated to diminish the power and resources of the 
enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British arms in 
the event of our being compelled to proceed to measures of 
hostility against the power and possessions of Dowlut Bao 
S cindiah. 

The course of measures which the Governor-General 
deemed it advisable to adopt for those purposes, is described 
in the enclosed paper of notes, which was transmitted to the 
Commander-in-Chief for his immediate information and 
guidance.^ 

Adverting to the actual state of affairs in the western side 
of India, and to the doubtful nature of the designs of Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, it appeared to the 
Governor-General to be indispensably necessary that a tem- 
porary authority should be constituted at the least possible 
distance from the scene of eventual negotiation or hostilities^ 
with full powers to conclude upon the spot whatever arrange- 
ments might become necessary, either for the final settlement 
of peace, or for the active prosecution of war. The Gover- 
nor-General considered that in such a crisis, various questions 
might arise, of which the precise tenor could not be foreseen, 
and which might demand a prompt decision. That the issue 
of those questions might involve the result of war or peace, 
and in either alternative, the delay of reference to the Gover- 


♦ i>cc i>. 
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nor-GeneraVs authority might endanger the seasonable des- 
patch» and the ultimate prosperity of the public service* 

That the success of the military operations placed under the 
direction of the honourable Major-General Wellesley, might 
depend on the timely decision of various political questions 
which might occur with relation to the interests and views of 
the several Mahratta chiefs and Jageerdars and of their 
Highnesses the Peishwa and Nizam, and that on the other 
hand the issue of every political arrangement then under 
negotiation with the powers of Hindostan or the Deccan, 
must be inseparably blended with the movements of the army 
under the command of Major-General Wellesley* 

The (jrovernor-General therefore, deemed it necessary 
during that crisis, to unite the general control of all political 
and military affairs in Hindostan and the Deccan, connected 
with the depending negotiation, and with the movement of 
the army, under a distinct local authority, subject to the Go-^ 
vemor-General in council; and the Governor-General was 
decidedly of opinion, that those powers could not be placed 
with advantage in any other hands than those of the general 
officer commanding the troops destined to restore the tran- 
quillity of the Deccan ; and the approved ability, zeal, tem- 
per, activity, and judgment, of the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley, combined with his extensive local experience, his 
established influence and high reputation among the Mah- 
ratta chiefs and states, and Major-General Wellesley’s inti- 
mate knowledge of the Governor-Generars views and senti- 
ments concerning the British interests in the Mahratta empire, 
determined the Governor-General to vest those important and 
arduous powers in that officer’s hands. The same powers 
were also vested in Lieutenant-General Stuart, in the event of 
his assuming the immediate command of the forces in the 
Deccan. 

The Governor-General in council now proceeds to state 
the progress of the negotiations and transactions on the 
western side of India. 

Although the answer which Dowliit Rao Scindiah returned 
to the just and reasonable demands of the Resident, on the 
28 tb of May, would Have justified the Resident in imme- 
diately quitting the camp of that chieftain, the Resident in 
conformity to the desire expressed by the Governor-General 
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to employ every practical endeavour to effect a pacific accom- 
modation of subsisting differences^ properly resolved to 
postpone his departure until a meeting should have taken 
place between Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

On the 3d of June, the Rajah of Berar arrived within one 
march of Scindiah’s camp, and was met by the latter chieftain 
on the following morning. On the 5th the Resident des- 
patched his native Secretary with a complimentary message 
to the Rajah of Berar, who received him with distinguished 
attention. The Rajah of Berar expressed with apparent sin- 
cerity, his solicitude to maintain the relations of friendship 
which had so long subsisted between the British Government 
and the state of Berar, and informed the Resident’s emissary 
that he had received the Governor-General’s letter of the 
13th of May,* and that he should speedily return a reply. 

The two chieftains having held a private conference on the 
8th, the Resident despatched a message to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, on the following day, intimating that the intended inter- 
view between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, 
having taken place, it was incumbent on Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
to return an immediate and explicit answer to the demands, 
which the Resident had stated on the 28th of May. To this 
message, Dowlut Rao ScindiSh returned an evasive reply. 
The Resident being of opinion, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
systematically postponed a decisive reply with a view to gain 
time, and being aware of the necessity of bringing the ques- 
tion of peace or war to an immediate decision, addressed a 
memorial to that chieftain. In reply to this memorial, the 
Resident received a verbal message, purporting that the 
required explanation should be afforded in the course of 
two or three days. On receiving this message, the Resi- 
dent signified to Dowlut Rao Scindiah that he considered 
that reply to be final, and apprized that chieftain of his in- 
tention to quit his camp without further delay. On the 
14th the Resident received a reply to his memorial, contain- 
ing excuses for the delay of a specific answer on the subject 
of the question depending, and soliciting the Resident to 
postpone his departure. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah having declared, that the decision of 
the question of peace or war rested vvith the Rajah of Berar, 
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and the latter chieftain being equally concerned in the pro- 
gress and issue of the depending negotiations, the Resident 
deemed it expedient to communicate with that chieftain, in 
the hope that the Governor-Generars letter of the 13th of 
May, might have induced the Rajah of Berar to manifest a 
disposition more conformable to the dictates of policy and 
justice, than that which appeared to actuate the conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Resident accordingly despatched 
his native secretary to the Rajah of Berar with instructions 
to ascertain whether that chieftain had prepared any reply to 
the Governor-General’s letter of the 13th of May, and to 
apprize him of the contents of the memorial which the Resi- 
dent had addressed to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, This message 
produced no other result than a continuation of the same 
system of evasion, and delay, which the Resident had already 
experienced from Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Resident 
therefore addressed another memorial to Scindiah, respecting 
his determination to quit the camp on a specified day. The 
memorial produced a correspondence between the Resident 
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which terminated in a resolution 
on the part of the Resident to postpone his departure for a 
few days, in the expectation which he was induced to enter- 
tain of a change of conduct on the part of those chieftains. 

It is impracticable to comprise within the compass of a des- 
patch overland the detail of the subsequent negotiations be- 
tween the Resident and the confederated chieftains to the 
date of our latest advices from the Resident. Those details 
will be communicated to your honourable Committee by a sea 
conveyance. The particulars already stated will enable your 
honourable Committee to form a judgment of the spirit which 
has actuated those chieftains in the late important discus- 
sions. It is sufficient to add, that although they continued to 
practise the same artful evasions, the Resident was induced, 
by their promises and persuasions, to protract the period of 
his actual departure from the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with a view to aflford an unequivocal proof of the anxiety of 
the British Government to maintain the relations of amity and 
peace with those chieftains, and to render them exclusively 
responsible for the consequences of their perseverance in a 
system of conduct inconsistent with those relations, and re- 
pugnant to every principle of justice and good faith. 

From the documents transmitted to your honourable Com- 
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mittee, it will be manifest that the utmost degree of mode- 
ration and forbearance has been practised by the British 
Government consistently with the due support of its dignity, 
and with a just regard to its acknowledged rights and essen- 
tial interests. 

Those chieftains having distinctly acknowledged that the 
treaty of Bassein contains no stipulations injurious to their 
rights, and their continuance with their united armies in the 
Deccan being manifestly unnecessary for any purposes con- 
nected with their security, or with the interests of their res- 
pective states, no reasonable cause exists for their refusal to 
afford the proofs which the Governor-General has required of 
the sincerity of their amicable piofessions. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the continuance of their armies in their present 
menacing position, combined with the equivocal and evasive 
tenor of their language and conduct, justifies the most 
serious doubt of the sincerity of their professions, and the 
Governor-General in council would consider it to be a vio- 
lation of his public duty to accept as sufficient security for the 
safety of the dominions of our ally the Niasam, the pacific de- 
clarations contained in the letters from those chieftains, while 
those chieftains remained on the frontier of the Ni2fam*s do- 
minions with a formidable military force, and absolutely re- 
fused to return to their respective dominions. The Governor- ' 
General in council, therefore, deems it indispensably necessary 
to prosecute tlie political and military arrangements which 
have been adopted with a view to the event of a war between 
the British Government and its allies, and the confederated 
Mahratta chieftains. 

Your honourable Committee is apprized of the grounds on 
which the Governor-General founded his reasonable expec- 
tation of the pacific accomplishment of the arrangements con- 
cluded between the British Government and the Peishwa, 
Every argument deducible from the just and amicable nature 
of those arrangements, from the equitable and moderate course 
of proceeding adopted by the British Government towards 
the Mahratta states, and from the relative power and re- 
sources of the British Government, and the confederated 
chieftains in the actual situation of their respective forces, 
favour that expectation. If, under the peculiar disadvantages 
with which those chieftains must now undertake a contest 
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with the Pril^Sfh power, they should continue to withhold the 
proofs wWp]ii the Governor-General has demanded of their 
pacific ii|[|;entions, it must be obvious to your honourable Com- 
mittee that any delay in the prosecution of offensive opera- 
tions agaii}st the power and possessions of those chieftains 
would the security of the British interests by enabling 

those cji^leftains to pursue their hostile designs at a future 
period pf tfine under circumstances more favourable to their 
success* 

The Governor-General in council confidently expects that 
under the powers vested in the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley, that pdScer will have required the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to quit that chieftain’s camp within a 
specl^pd period of days, unless Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berair shall previously separate their forces, and commence 
thejr return to their respective territories* 

Ry the latest accounts the united armies of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar occupied a position witWn a 
few days* march of the pass of Adjuntee, one of the principal 
passes on the western frontier of his Highness the Nizam’s 
dominions. The subsidiary force under the command of 
Lieut.-Colonel Stevenson, together with his Highness the 
Nizam’s contingent, was encamped at a short distance from 
Aurungabad. 

The honouifilbje Jfajor-General Wellesley marched from 
Boppah with the main bpdy of the forces under his command 
on the 4th of Ju^e, and by the latest advices was encamped 
within a few marches of Ahmecinuggur, a strong fort belong- 
iUg tP Dowlut Rao Scindiah, at the distance of about eighty 
Uiiles from Poonah. The army under the command of Major- 
General Wellesley is accompanied by an inconsiderable por- 
tion of the contingent of troops which the Peishwa is required 
to furnish by the treaty of B’assein. There is no reason, how- 
ever, to ascribe this deficiency to any want of inclination on 
the part of his Highness to adhere to the faith of his engage- 
ments with the British Government. 

By the latest advices, Jeswunt Rao Holkar occupied a po- 
sition with the main body of his army on the north side of the 
TPaptee river. The endeavours of Dowlut Rao Scindia and 
the Rajah of Berar to induce that chieftain to join them, ap- 
pear ta have been unsuccessful. It is not probable that Jes- 
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want Rao Holkar will ever be induced by any concessions 
cordially to connect his interests with those of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

The Governor-General has great satisfaction in assuring 
your honourable Committee that in the event of hostilities 
between the British Government and the confederated chief- 
tainSy we shall enter upon the contest under every circum- 
stance of advantage arising from the season of the year, from 
the superiority of our troops, and from the relative position 
of the British forces. 

The character of Major-General Wellesley, the extent of 
our force, and the approved valour, Readiness, and discipline 
of our troops, afford a prospect of the speedy and complete 
success of our arms on the western side of India, if the con- 
duct of the Mahratta states should ultimately compel us to re- 
sort to hostility. 

The extent and efficiency of the British forces on the north- 
western quarter of the Company’s dominions under the com- 
mand of his Excellency the commander-in-chief, and his Ex- 
cellency’s approved skill, activity, perseverance and prudence 
constitute a just foundation of confidence in the success of 
our military operations against the possessions of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in that quarter of Hindostan. 

The Governor-General is employed in framing the necessary 
arrangements for the occupation of the province of Cuttack 
in the event of hostilities, and the Governor-General in coun- 
cil entertains no doubt of the speedy success of the expedition 
which will be directed to that quarter in the event of hostili- 
ties between the British Government and the confederated 
Mahratta chieftains. 

The necessary measures have been adopted for defending 
the whole line of frontier from Allahabad to Midnapoorfrom 
the incursions of predatory bodies of the enemy’s troops. 

No events have occurred at Poonah of a nature to produce 
any change in the sentiments which the Governor-General 
has had the honour to state to your honourable Committee 
;with respect to the stability and the benefits of the alliance 
concluded between the British Government and the Peishwa. 

The accounts which the Governor-General in council has 
received of the state of his Highness the Nizam’s health, lead 
to an apprehension of that prince’s immediate decease. Mea- 
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sures have long since been adopted for securing to his High-* 
ness*s eldest son^ Mirza Secunder Jah, the succession to the 
Soobahdarry of the Deccan on the decease of his father, and 
the Governor-General in council has no reason to apprehend 
that the decease of his Highness the Nizam will occasion any 
commotion at Hyderabad, or in any degree operate prejudici- 
ally to the political interests of the British Government in 
India. 


We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servants, 

Wellesley, 

G. H. Barlow, 
G. Udny. 

Bxamined, 

W, B. Bayley, Assistant. 
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T^e Marquess Weliesley to LxeuU^General Lake. 

(Secret and Official, No. 8.) 

Sir, Fort William, Aug, 2, 1803^ 

1. Your Excellency has anticipated my opinion with res- 
pect to the expediency of endeavouring to obtain the co-ope- 
ration of the principal chiefs of the tribe of Seifcs, in the ap- 
proaching contest with the Mahratta power. 

2. The object of this despatch is to communicate to 
your Excellency my sentiments and instructions upon that 
subject. 

S. The chiefs from whose influence or exertions the great- 
est benefit is to be derived, are the Bajah of Putteeala, and 
those petty chieftains who occupy the territory betweenPuttee- 
ala and the Jumna. I understand, however, that Rajah 
Runjeet Sing the Rajah of Lahore, is considered to be the 
principal among the chiefs of the tribe of Seiks, and to pos- 
sess considerable influence over the whole body of the Seik 
chiefs. 
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4 In the year 1800 the Resident with Dowlnt Rao Sdn- 
diah, by my direction, despatched a confidential agent to the 
principal chiefs, for the purpose of persuading them to unite 
in opposing the apprehended invasion of Zemaun Shah ai^ 
of conciliating them to the interests of the British Govern* 
ment. 

5. Those chieftains manifested a disposition highly favour^ 
able to the British Government, until the receipt of letters 
from M. Perron, who succeeded in exciting their suspicions, 
by false and malignant statements of the views and intentions 
of the British Government with respect to the Seiks ; and 
although Rajah Runjeet Sing subsequently disavowed be* 
lief of M. Perron’s statements, and both that chieftain and 
the Rajah of Putteeala repeated their professions of attach* 
ment to the British Government, I have reason to beUeve 
that the unfavourable impressions produced on their minds 
by M. Perron’s misrepresentations were never entirely 
eftaced. Since that period of time M. Perron has industry 
ously cultivated the attachment of the Seik chieftains, and has 
probably continued his endeavours to preserve in their minds 
the spirit of jealousy and mistrust which he had excited 
against the British Government. 

6* In any communications, therefore, which your Exed* 
lency may convey to any of those chieftains under the instmc* 
tions contained in this despach, it will be proper that your 
Excellency should endeavour to remove from their minds attj 
apprehensiou of a design, on our part, to interfere in th^ ccm* 
cems of their respective states, or to control tbm authority 
and independence. 

7. I am not sufficiently apprized of the names, possessions, 
and relative conditions of the various j8eik chieftains occuj^* 
ing the territory between Putteeala and the Jumna, to be ^ 
abled to address letters to all of them, or to prescribe fte 
detail of your Excellency’s proceedings with regard to them. 
Your Excellency will endeavour to acquire die requisite iUfinv 
mation, and you will regulate your communications with ihoso 
chkftiiins accordingly, in the general spirit of these insIniiO 
tions. 

8. I transmit to your Excellency, for the purpose of bring 
forwarded, at such time and in such manner as may appear to 
your Excellency to be most proper, letters to those sxomg 
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the Seik chiefs with whom the agent of the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah communicated. 

9. Your Excellency will be guided by your own judgment 
and discretion in conveying your communications to the Seik 
chieftains through the channel of a native agent, despatched 
for that purpose, or in writing. 

10. Adverting to the great distance of Lahore from the 
scene of intended operations, the only support to be expected 
from Rajah Runjeet Sing, is the exertion of his influence with 
the other Seik chieftains, to induce them to favour the cause 
of the British Government 

11. With the linnted knowledge which I possess of the 
relative power and situation of the Seik chieftains, I am un- 
able to suggest any conciliatory proposals which can be made 
to those among them who are independent of the Mahratta 
power* Their opinion, however, of the probability of the 
success of the British arms against the power of Scindiah, 
and their sense of the expediency of cultivating ^ wift 
of the British Government, when the authority and influence 
of the Mahrattas shall have been subverted by our exertions 
in the north-west of Hindostan, may constitute powerful mo- 
tives with all the Seik chieftains, to promote the British 
interests, or at least to refrain from any opposition to our 
power. 

12. Such of those chieftains as are subject to the control 
and exactions of the Mahratta power, may perhaps be de^ 
tached from the interests of that nation by promises of pron 
tection from the British Government, and of exemption from 
the payment of tribute in future. 

13. By a paper of intelligence received from the Resident 
at Lucknow, it appears that the Rajah of Putteeala is pre- 
pared, in consequence of a requisition from M. Perron, to des- 
patch an escort for the purpose of conducting Gholaum Mo- 
hummed Khaun to M. Perron’s camp. Your Excellency will 
infer from this circumstance that the Rajah of Putteeala is in 
the interest of the Mahrattas, and from all the information 
which I possess, I am led to suppose that most of the Seik 
chieftains are equally under the influence or power of M* 
Perron. 

14. If your Excellency should succeed in detaching the 
Rajah of Putteeala and the chieftains who occupy the terri- 
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tory between Putteeala and the Jumna, from the interests of 
the Mahrattas, their services might be usefully employed in 
opposing the progress of Gholaum Mohummed Khaun, and 
in endeavouring to obtain possession of his person. 

15. If it should appear impracticable to obtain the co-ope- 
ration of those chieftains, it would still be an object of impor- 
tance to secure their neutrality. 

16. In your communications to the Seik chieftains, it may 
be proper that your Excellency should suggest to their con- 
sideration the danger to which they will hereafter be exposed 
by any opposition to the interests of the British Government, 
and the advantages which they may derive from a connection 
with so powerful a state. 

17. On these general principles and observations your Ex- 
cellency will be pleased to found your instructions to any 
agent whom you may think proper to despatch, for the pur- 
pose of negotiating a connection with the Seik chieftains, or 
the communications which you may have occasion to convey 
to them in writing, subject, however, to such variation as in 
your Excellency’s judgment may appear advisable. 

18. It is possible that, however well disposed those chief* 
tains may be towards the British Government, they may be 
deterred from openly manifesting that disposition, by their 
apprehension of M. Perron’s resentment, until the operations 
of the British troops shall relieve them from that danger, and 
a premature disclosure of our intentions with respect to the 
Seik chieftains may enable M. Perron to frustrate the object 
of these instructions. This consideration may require the 
observance of secrecy and caution in your Excellency’s com- 
munications with those chieftains. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


Examined, 

C. T. Metcalfs,* Assistant. 


* It has been stated in aformer note that the Assistant who examined the 
despatch (W« B. Bayley, Esq*) was subsequently Acting OoTemor-Clmiml 
of India} a simikur remark occurs here: tim Asnstant who ex a min ed 
this deqiN^ls now l^rCfliarles Theophihis Metcalfe, Bart. andO.€B.,i^ 
eently Acdng Govemor-Geiicsral of In^ and by tbe date of the ktesl a^ 
vices (Aug. 1836) placed at the head of the new government of Agra and 
of the north-western provinces. These gentlemen, and Mr. Adam (idso 
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The Marquess Wellesley to Lieut, -Colonel Campbell, commanding the 
Northern Dtvtsion of the Army* 

Fort William, August 3rd, 1803, 

1. You have been apprized by my military Secretary of 
my general views and intentions, with respect to the occupa- 
tion of the province of Cuttack, 

You have been informed that a force will be detached 
from Bengal to act under your command, together with the 
force which you may be enable<l to collect from the Northern 
Circars, in consequence of the orders signified to you by my 
military Secretary. The force from Bengal will embark in 
the course of a day or two, and I have directed returns' of it 
to accompany these instructions. 

3. You were directed to assemble at Ganjam from the 
division of the army under your command, a ftiee of not less' 

Governor-General) were assistants in the Gavernm4lenerii|%ofi^, 
(created by tbe Marquess Wellesley) in which such writers at had 
distittgmshed in the College of Fort William, were employed. The follow- 
ing letter from Sir Charles Metcalfe to the Marquess Wellesley may here 
be inserted.— 

Sir Charles Theophilus Metcatfe, Bart , AcHng Governor-General qf InSa 
to the Marquess WeUesley, 

Camp, Burdwau, Dec. 23, 1834. 

My Loan, —Few things in life have given me greater pleasure than the 
receipt of your Lordship’s kind letter delivered by Lieut. Campbell. It is 
now within a few days of thirty-four years since I had the honour of be^g 
presented to you. You were then Governor-General of India, and t was a 
boy of fifteen, entering on my career ; 1 shall never forget fite kin^^ 
with which you treated me from first to last during yotir stay In India j nor 
the honour and happiness which I enjoyed in being for a considerable 
period a member of your fiunily. So much depends on the first turn given 
to a man’s course, that 1 have a right to attribute all of good that has sbee 
happened to me, to the countenance and favour with which yoU dlstiti^ 
gnished me at that early period. My public principles were learped in 
your school, pre-eminently the school of honour, zeal, public spirit, and 
patriotism ; and to my adherence to the principles there acquired I venture 
to ascribe rii the success that has attended me. 

Believe me, my Lord, 
with reverence, gratitude, and attachment, 
sincerely and affectionately, 
your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

C. T. Mbtcalfjk. 
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than fifteen hundred native infantry, and to increase that 
force, if practicable, consistently with the tranquillity of the 
Northern Circars. 

4. With the force, which you have assembled under those 
orders, and with the detachment from Bengal, you will eater 
the province of Cuttack and proceed to Jaggemaut. 

5. In passing the frontier of the Mahratta territory you 
will use every possible means to concihate the inhahitaT^ ts, 
for which purpose you will issue the proclamation,* which 
accompanies this despatch. You will also promise protection 
to the persons and property of all those who shall remain in 
their possessions, and shall not attempt to act against the 
British authority; declaring that no person shall be 
excepting such as may appear in arms. 

6. The situation of the pilgrims passing to and from Jag- 
gemaut will require your particular attention, you will be 
careful to afford them the most ample protection, and to treat 
them with every mark of consideration and kindness. 

7. On your arrival at Jaggemaut, you will employ every 
possible precaution to preserve the respect due to the Pagoda, 
and to the religious prejudices of the Bramins and Klgrims. 
You will furnish the Bramins with such guards as shall afford 
perfect security to their persons, rites and ceremonials, and 
to the sanctity of the religious edifices, and yon will strictly 
enjoin those under your command to observe your orders on 
this important subject, with the utmost degree of accuracy 
and vigilance. 

. 8. The Bramins are supposed to derive considerable pro- 
fits from the duties levied on pilgrims, it vtiU not, therefore, 
be advisable at the present moment to interrapt the system 
which prevails for the collection of those duties. Any mea- 
sures calculated to relieve the exactions to which pilgrims are 
subjected by the rapacity of the Bramins, would necessarily 
tend to exasperate the persons whom it must be our object 
to conmliate. You will, therefore, ‘signify to the Branuns 
that it is not your intention to disturb the actual ^stem of 
collections at the Pagoda. At the same time you will be 
careful not to contract with the Bramins any engagmepts 

* SiAnar to the proclamation iuned by General Harris when entoing 
Mysore, see VoL I. p. 498. 
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wHch may limit the power of the British Government to 
make such arrangements with respect to that Pagoda^ or to 
introduce such a reform of existing abuses and vexations as 
may hereafter be deemed advisable. 

9. You will assure the Bramins at the Pagoda of Jagger- 
naut, that they will not be required to pay any other revenue 
or tribute to the British Government than that which they 
may have been in the habit of paying to the Mahratta Go* 
vemment, and that they will be protected in the exercise of 
their religious duties. 

10. In every transaction relative to the Pagoda of dagger^ 
naut| you will consult the Civil Commissioner 5 whom I have 
named for the settlement of the province of Cuttack. 

11. You will understand that no part of the property, 
treasure, or valuable articles of any kind, contained in the 
Pagoda of Jaggemaut, or in any religious edifice, or pos* 
sessed by any of the Priests and Bramins, or persoii^ 
description attached to the temples or religious institwila!nf 
is to be considered as prize to the army. All such proper^ 
must be respected as being consecrated to religious use, 
by the customs or prejudices of the Hindoos. No account 
is to be taken of any such property, nor is any person to be 
allowed to enter the pagodas or sacred buildings without the 
express desire of the Bramins. 

12. You will leave a sufficient force in the vicinity of Jag- 
gemaut, under the command of an oflScer, whom you will 
particularly select, and in whom you can place perfect ireS-' 
ance, for the due execution of the directions contained in 
tihese instructions. 

18. You will then proceed to the town and fort of Cuttack,' 
on the reduction of which places, the same precautions are 
to be employed for the prevention of plunder, and for pre- 
serving the inhabitants from all violence and oppression. You 
will employ similar precautions in your march through the 
country; in order to form the basis of rules for the conduct 
of your army during its progress, my military Secretary hM 
been directed by me to forward a memorandum, to which I 
desire to point your special attention. 

14. You will endeavour to open an immediate communica- 
tion with Midnapore and Jelasore at the earliest practicable 
moment. 
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1 5. It is desirable to establish posts at Balasore, and from 
thence to Jelasore, for the purpose of ensuring the line of 
communication with Bengal. 

16. You will afford the most vigilant and effectual proteo 
tion to the Dawk Peons* and to the Dawk Chokeys,f and you 
will use every endeavour to secure a free intercourse between 
Calcutta and your army, and also with Ganjam } your first 
object should be to secure the free and safe passage of the 
Dawk.}; 

17. You are at liberty to detain the ships which convey 
the troops to Ganjam. 

18. In establishing your posts at Jaggernaut and Cuttack, 
you will use the necessary precautions to secure your army 
against any surprize from the side of Nagpore. It is my 
intention, as soon as I shall learn the intelligence of your 
arrival at Cuttack, to detach a force of not less than two 
hundred Sepoys by sea to occupy Balasore, and I shall also 
strengthen the post of Jelasore, whence, as soon as the sea- 
son shall admit, I propose to direct a battalion of Sepoys to 
advance into the province of Cuttack, and to join your army. 

19. I have selected Captain Blunt, of the Bengal engineers, 
to act as engineer and surveyor on the present service, as he 
has surveyed the province of Cuttack, and possesses much 
local information. I refer you to Captain Blunt for detailed 
information respecting the route from Ganjam to Cuttack; 
in the meanwhile my military Secretary is directed to transmit 
to you a map of the road according to the best and most re- 
cent authorities. 

go. I have reason to believe that a considerable proportion, 
of the province of Cuttack is occupied by Chieftains or 
Zemindars who have been ''nabled by the weakness of the 
Mahratta Government to render themselves independent of 
the Mahratta power, or who yield to it a partial obediaice* 
Considerable tracts of country contiguous to that province 
are also possessed by chieftains, who acknowledge no supe- 
rior authority, or who are merely tributary to the Mahratte. 
state. I deem it necessary that such of those Chieftains ot 
Zemindars as are subjects of the Mahratta Government, and 
have revolted, should be required to acknowledge subjection 
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to the British power. With other chieftains who may pos- 
sess the means of embarrassing your progress, it may be 
advisable to negotiate engagements on terms favourable to 
their interests, without requiring their absolute submission to 
the British authority. 

21. I have appointed Mr. J. Melvill to be Commissioner 
for the affairs of Cuttack. The object of this appointment 
is to provide in the most effectual manner for the speedy set- 
tlement of the revenues of the province of Cuttack, and to 
afford you the aid of a civil officer of Government in con- 
ducting any negotiations with the officers and subjects of the 
Government of Berar, or with any of the independent chief- 
tiuns of the province of Cuttack. 

22. I have furnished Mr. Melvill with special instructions 
with respect to the settlement of jthe revenues of the country, 
and I direct that you afford him every assistance which hcj 
may require to enable him to carry my instructions into effect. 
I have also vested Mr. Melvill with powers to conduct, in 
concert with you, any negotiations of the nature described in 
the 20th paragraph of this despatch. 

23. You will take every necessary precaution for the regu- 
lar supply of provisions for your detachment, and you are 
hereby authorized to purchase whatever cattle and grain you 
may deem necessary. 

24. The Collector of Ganjam will be authorized to make 
to you any advances of money on the public account which 
may be required. 

25. You wili correspond regularly with my military Secre- 
tary, or with the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
Department, and if you should entertain any apprehension 
of the security of the Dawk, you will despatch your letters 
by proper boats to Kedgeree, or to the nearest port in Bengal. 

26. If any circumstance should require your return to your 
command in the Northern Circars, you wili be particularly 
careful to select an officer properly qualified to bold the com- 
mand in Cuttack until my orders can be received ; and you 
win transmit to Fort William the earliest notification of your 
departure and of the appointment of the officer whom you 
may select to succeed you in the command at Cuttack. 

I am, &c. 


Weli^eslev. 
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No. LXin. 


The Honourable Major-General fFellesle^ to the Marquest WeUede^* 

My Lord, Camp ntaac Walhef', August 6th, 1803. 

I have the honour to enclose copies of a letter and its en- 
closure, dated the 1st instant, which I received last night 
irom Colonel Collins, and the copy of a letter dated the 3rd 
instant, which I have received this day. I likewise enclose 
a translation of the letter received yesterday jfrom the Rajah 
of Berar, and the translation of one which I have written this 
day to that chief and Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The letter 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah is written in the same terms as 
that received from the Rajah of Berar. 

Colonel Stevenson has already got orders to move forward, 
and I have received a letter from him, by which I learn that 
he proposes to march from Aurungabad on this day. I have 
sent orders to the officer in coanmand of the troops in the 
territories of Anund Row Guikwar to commence his opera- 
tions against Baroach, and not to suffer them to be inter- 
rupted by any negotiations. It has rained violently in this 
part of the country for the last three days, and the roads 
from this place to Ahmednuggur are at present impracticable ; 
but if the weather should become more favourable in the 
course of the evening or night, and the roads should be 
tolerably good in the morning, I propose to move to that 
place. 

I have written to the right honourable the Governor of Fort 
St. George, to suggest that the officer in command of the 
troops in Ganjam should receive orders, if possible to com- 
mence his operations against Cuttack. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, with the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Weldesley. 


you riT. 
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[Ut. Enclosure,] 

Lieut Collins^ to the Honourable Major-General Arthur Wellede}h 
commanding the British forces in the territories of his Highness the 
Peishwa, and of the Nabob Nizam, i^c. 

Sm, Camp near Julgong, 1st August, 1803 

1. I little thought that I should have the honour of addressing you again 
from the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but the very heavy and incessant 
rains which have fallen since I wrote to >ou on the 30th ultimo, Xv^ndered 
it impossible for me to proceed on my journey. 

2. About four o^clock yesterday morning, Captain Lyons who commands 
my escnrt, came to my tent and stated, that in consequence of the great 
quantity of ram which had fallen since eleven o’clock the preceding night, 
the roads were become unpassable for guns. 

3. On the 30th ultimo, at ten o’clock at night, Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
sent me a note, a copy and translate of which* I herewith forward — at the 
time when I received it the weather had cleared up, and I had not a doubt 
of being able to march on the following morning, I theiefore told the 
person who brought the note from the Maharage, thl^ I would reply to it 
the next day, after ray arrival at Toudapoxe, to whi<^ place my Peish- 
khanehf and baggage had been sent, and where they still remain* 

4. Having however, been necessarily detained here the whole of yester- 
day, and Rajah Raghojee Bhoo&lah having prefeircd a request similar to 
that contained in the note from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, I conceived it might 
be giving those chiefs an advantage were I to refuse the interview which 
they so pressingly solicited, and in this idea I returned an assenting 
answer. 

5. I arrived at the tent of the Berar Rajah at four o’clock yesterday 
afternoon, but not without considerable difficulty on account of the ex- 
treme heaviness of the roads Captain Pans Riadshaw, and Mirza Bau- 

-rker Khan attended me on this occasion, and I was received with great 
politeness as well by Scindiah as by Haghojee Bhooslah, in the fullest 
Durbar that I have yet seen 

6. Although our conference lasted more than four hours ; yet, as the 
arguments on the pait of theMahratta ministers contained uo new matter 
whatever, and as my replies were of course the same as I had so often 
given at our former interviews, I shall not trouble you with a repetition 
thereof, but proceed to state the propositions that were made to me by 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and Raghojee Bhooslah, after numberless evasions 
and much disagreeable altercation. 

1st. Proposition. That the united forces of the Maharage and the Berar 
Rajah, should retire to Burhanpcor, and that the honourable General Wel- 
lesley should withdraw the Company’s troops to their usual stations. This 
proposition I rejected as altogether inadmissible, inasmuch as it was in 

• This note intimated a wish fiom Scindiah, that Colonel Collins would 
lepair to his tent and hold another interview with him — [ISo ] 

t Advanced tents 
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opposition both to the letter and spirit of your requisition, which de- 
manded that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should recross the Nurbuddah, and the 
Berar Rajah return to Nag-poor. As this proposal was strongly contested 
on their part, I said, at length, that if Raghojee Bhooslah would repair to 
his own capital, and Scindiah to Burhanpoor, I would not, in such case, 
leave the camp of the Maharage until I received your further instructions 
But this concession did not satisfy those chieftains who then iutroduced a 
second proposition, namely, 

2nd. Proposition That I should fix on a day for the*r marching hence with 
their respective foices, and at the same time pledge myself that the honour- 
able General Wellesley should withdraw his troops on the precise day that 
they moved towards their usual stations I replied, that you required, in 
the first instance, the removal of the Mahratta armies from their present 
menacing position on the frontier of our ally the Nabob Nizam, and 
exclusive of this consideration, I observed, that as the political and mili- 
tary authorities were vested in the honourable Geiiei al Wellesley, I could 
not be responsible for the execution of any measure, but such as the 
honourable General had particularized in his instructions to me, and in his 
letters to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and Rajah Ragojee Bhoo&lah This remark 
produced their third and last proposition, and from which they positively 
declared they would not recede, 

3rd Proposition. That Scindiah and the Bhooslah would propose to 
the honourable General Wellesley, by letter, that he should specify some 
particular day for withdrawing his own armies, and for the removal of 
theirs, from their piesent position on the Nizam's frontier, and that on 
the day so specified, they would assuredly commence their march These 
chieftains further said, that they would also request of the honourable 
General Wellesley, in the same letter, to name the time when the forces 
under his command might be expected to reach their usual stations, and 
that they (Scindiah and the Bhooslah) would so regulate their marches 
as to arrive at their usual stations precisely at the same period of time. 

7 . I objected to this proposal, on the ground of its being different in 
one particular from your re<iuisition, which demanded in the first instance, 
the removal of the Mahratta armies from the Nizam's frontier. But as 
Scindiah's ministers declared, that unless you consented to this proposition, 
their prince could not retire without an indelible stain on his honour, and 
as the seivantb <>t the Berai Rajah maintained the same sentiments, with 
great firmness, 1 at last agreed to refer the point in question to your 
consideration, and to lemam with the Maharage until I received your 
deteimination on this proposition, provided the letters to your address were 
sent to me for transmission before noon, on the following day, and provided 
those letters were expressed conformably with the terms they had then 
proposed. Here the conference ended, and I took my leave after the usual 
compliments of otter and paun. 

8. It rained during the whole of yesteiday, and until the present hour, 
which is eleven o'clock in the forenoon , whatever therefore, may be the 
line of conduct pursued by the Mahratta chieftains, with respect to the 
proposed letteis to your address, it will be utterly impracticable for me to 
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proceed towards Auningabad, until an interval of fair weather, as well on 
, account of the heavy roads as of the overflowing of a nulla,* about midway 
bl«:ween this and Toudapoor. 

9. I have just received a letter to your address from Rajah Raghojee 
Bhooslah, in which thii, chief proposes to retire to Burhanpoor with Dow- 
lut Kao Scindiah, instead of returning to Nagpoor, conformably to the 
proposition that his own minister, Sereedur Punth, first brought forward. 
I am too much accustomed to Mahratta tergiversations to be surprized at 
the disingenuous conduct of the Berar Rajah on the present occasion, but 
i most confess that I feel extremely hurt at my inability to leave the camp 
of the Maharage this very day. I have acknowledged the receipt of the 
Bhooslah’s khereetah,t and told him that 1 should march from this 
place the instant that the roads were passable. 

I have the honour to be, Slr» 

Your most obedient bumble servant, 
J, CoxiLiNS, Resident D. R, S. 

[2nd. Enclosure.] 

TYamktion of a letter from Rajah Ragtjee Bhooslah to the honourable 

Major-General Wellesley, received the Sth of August, 1803. 

[After compliments] I have received your letter (here the cslgHWls of the 
honourable Mtyor-General Wellesley^s letter are recapitulate!^ aad from 
the Colonel’s verbal communications, I have been further assured of your 
friendship No doubt where the foundations of unity and amity have so 
long subsisted they must be firm and solid, and there can be no apprehen^ 
sion or suspicion admitted between parties so connected By the blessing 
of God, both armies are to this moment on their own territories, and no 
aggression or excesses have been committed on the countries of his High- 
ness the Nizam ; however, to satisfy your mind and to dispel your alarms, 
it has been resolved upon in the presence of Colonel Collins, that the 
armies now encamped here shall retire toward Burhanpore, on condition 
that the armies now assembled here, and those of the English Govern- 
ment and the Nizam, shall commence their retreat upon the same date, 
and each of the armies shall arrive at their usual stations on a date pre- 
viously settled , that is, that the army of the English, and of the Nizam, 
now encamped near Aurungabad, the army of the English encamped near 
the Kistna, and you also with your army shall all march towards their 
stations, on the same date that the armies move from this encampment, 
and on the same date that all the different armies reach their respective 
stations at Madras, Seringapatarn, and Bombay, Scindiah and myself will 
reach Burhanpore, In this manner has it been agreed and settled in 
presence of Colonel Collins, and I have written it for your information. 

It was written in your letter that the English Government, and the 
Peishwa would never destroy the relations and engagements that have 
long subsisted between the Peishwa, Scindiah, and the other Sircars of 
the Mahratta empire. 

* Rivulet. ~ ^ 

+ Khereetah is the bag of brocade or silk in which the letter is put, and 
therefore is often used in the sense of a despatch or letter 
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This assurance has made me most happy and tends to confirm friendship* 
Colonel Collins will satisfy you further upon this subject. Continue to 
write me accounts of your health. 

[The letter from Scindiah is verbatim the same as that from Rajah Rago- 
jee Bhooslah.] 

(A true copy.) 

R. Barclay, 

Dep. Adj -General in Mysore. 

[3d. Enclosure.] 

Translation of a letter from the Honourable Major-General Wellesley, to 
Hofolut Rao Scindiah, dated ^th of August, 1803. 

I have received your letter [here the contents were recapitulated j 

You will recollect that the British Government did not threaten to com 
mence hostilities against you ; but you threatened to commence hostilities 
against the British Government, and its allies % and when called upon to 
explain your intentions, you declared that it was doubtful whether there 
would be peace or war; and in conformity with your threats, and your 
declared doubts, you assembled a large army in a station contiguous to the 
Nizam’s frontier. 

On this ground I called upon you to withdraw that army to its usual 
stations, if your subsequent pacific declarations were sincere ; but instead 
of complying with this reasonable requisition, you have proposed that I 
should withdraw the troops which are intended to defend the territories 
of the allies against your designs, and that you, and the Rajah of Berar, 
should be suffered to remain with ypur troops assembled in readiness to 
take advantage of their absence. ( 

This proposition is unreasonable a!nd inadmissible, and you must stand 
the consequences of the measures which 1 find myself obliged to adopt, in 
order to repel your aggressions. 

1 offered you peace upon terms of equality and honourable to all parties, 
you have chosen war, and are responsible for all the consequences. ^ 

(A true copy.) 

R. Barclay, 

Dep A4j .-General' in Mysore . 

I 

[4th. Enclosure ] 

LieuL-Colonel Collins to the Honourable Major-General Wellesley, coni- 

manding the British forces in the territories of his Highness, and of the 

Nabob Ni&am, 

Sir, Camp near Joudapour, August 3rd, 1803. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 29th ultimo, and to apprize you of my having left the camp of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

2. In my conference with the Maharage and the Rajah of Berar on the 
31 St ultimo, when J observed to those chieftains, that if they did not 
instantly retire from the frontier of the Nabob Nizam, you would no longer 
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delay taking advantage of your present position, Sereedur Puntli, without 
hesitation replied, that shonld the honourable General Wellesley commence 
hostilities or order the British forces to ad\ance towards the Adjimtee 
Ghaut, in either of these events, Raghojee Bhoosldh, and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah would consider themselves at liberty to march their troops in 
whatever direction they might think proper, 

3. Although the vveather began to clear up yesterday at noon, and no 
rain fell during the night, yet I found the road to this place exceedingly 
deep It is now one o’clock m the afternoon, and my escort is not yet 
irrived though it marched at half-past four this morning. I pm pose as- 
.»ending the Joudapour Ghaut to-morrow, and proceeding as far as the 
own of Adjuiitee, provided the gun bullocks are in a condition to perform 
he journey. I have apprized Colonel Stevenson that I should this day 
eave the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in consequence of his refusal to 
etire from his present position, and of my intention to prosecute my 
march to Aurungaliad with all practicable expedition 
4 Last night I leceived the enclosed khereetah to your address from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, hut I believe it is to the same purport as that which 
I had the honour to forwaul to you on the 1st instant, from the R^ah of 
Berar.* 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

J Collins, 

Resident D R S. 


No. LXIV. 

The Marquess Wellesleij to Lieut ^General Lake, 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William, August 22nd, 1803 

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency a copy 
of a letter, which I have received from Mr. Leycester, the 
Collector of Moraudabad, together with copies and transla- 
tions of the Persian documents, to which that letter refers.f 
It will be obvious to your Excellency that the public ser- 
vice may be essentially promoted by securing the attachment 
and exertions of Bumboo Khauii in the present crisis of our 
affairs, I have therefore addressed a letter to that chieftain, 
signifying my disposition to accept his services, and to extend 
to him in return for his exertions, the protection and favour 

I( is> the vciv same, word for woid. — 

I |> 203, 
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of the British Government. That letter accompanies this 
despatch, together with copies of it, for your Excellency’s 
information. 

Your Excellency will determine the mode in which the 
influence and exertions of Bumboo Khaun may be most ad- 
vantageously employed for the benefit of the public service, 
and in transmitting my letter to that chieftain, your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to communicate to him your sentiments 
and wishes upon that subject. 

I deem it to be proper, however, to suggest to your Excel- 
lency’s consideration the expediency of encouraging Bumboo 
Khaun to apprehend and to deliver the person of Gholaum 
Mohummud Khaun into the hands of the British power, or 
at least to prevent Gholaum Mohummud from proceeding with 
the force which he may have collected either for the purpose 
of joining the army under General Perron, or of exciting 
distui'bances in the territories of the Company or the Nabob 
Vizier. If your Excellency should be of opinion that the 
offer of a pecuniary reward is calculated to stimulate the 
exertions of Bumboo Khaun for the accomplishment of either 
of those purposes, your Excellency is at liberty to convey to 
him the offer of such a reward to any extent which your 
Excellency may deem proper/ 

Your Excellency will probably consider it to be most ad- 
visable to convey your communications to Bumboo Khaun 
upon this subject through the channel of a confidential 
native agent. 

The concessions to be offered to Bumboo Khaun Ihust ne- 
cessarily be left to your Excellency’s discretion, regulated by 
the importance of the services which that chieftain may be 
enabled to render to the British Government, and by the 
general spirit of my instructions with respect to the system 
of political arrangements to be eventually concluded with the 
states and chieftains on the north-western frontier of the 
British dominions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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[Enclosure.] 

'Fhe Marqueu Wellesley to Bumboo Khaun, 

Written J 8th August, 1803. 

Mr. Leycester has communicated to me the letter which you lately ad- 
dressed to him,* ey pressing your desire to renew the connection which 
formerly subsisted between your family and the British Government, and 
of your disposition to manifest your attachment to the British interests, 
and transmitting copies of letters addressed by Maharajah Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to you and to Ghoolaum Mohummud Khaun. This communica- 
tion has afforded me the highest satisfaction. 1 have great pleasure in 
expressing to you the disposition of the British Government to consider 
ymi mnottg the number of its faithful adherents ; to afford you its protec- 
ticm, and to promote your interests in proportion to the proofs which you 
shall manifest of the sincerity of your attachment, and to the exertions 
wMdt you shall employ in promoting the British interests. 

This letter will be transmitted to you by his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief of the British forces, who is fully apprized of your late communi- 
cation. His Excellency wHl communicate to you, in confcmity to my 
directions, the manner in which your influence and exertions may most 
advantageously be employed in the service of the British Government. 
Your compliance with his Excellency’s suggestions will entitle you to 
every practicable degree of favour and protection on the part of the British 
Government. 

For further particulars I refer you to his Excellency, who is empowered 
to adjust with you all points connected with the subject of this letter, 

1 have directed Mr. Leycester to reply to your letter with expressions of 
friendship and regard, and to convey to you a particular application, your 
compliance with which will afford an additional testimony of the sincerity 
of your attachment to the interests of the British Government. 

A true Copy, 

J. Monckton, 

Assistant Persian Secretary to Government. 


No. LXV* 

The Marquees Wellesley to Lieut^General Lake, 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort Wiliam, August 24th, 1803. 

I have the honour to enclose for your Excellency’s in- 
formation copies of letters received yesterday and this day 
from Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Collins.f 


* Sec p. 207* 

t Sec letter of 6th August and Enclosures, p. 273. 
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Being apprehensive that Colonel Collins has discontinued 
his correspondence with your Excellency by the route of 
Hindostan^ and being uncertain of the security or despatch 
of the Dawk in that direction, I have forwarded these docu- 
ments by express to your Excellency. 

Their respective enclosures shall be transmitted to your 
Excellency without delay. 

The documents now transmitted will, however, sufficiently 
indicate to your Excellency the necessity of prosecuting, 
with the utmost activity and despatch, the system of military 
operations and political arrangements described in my several 
letters addressed to your Excellency previously to the 10th 
instant. 

Your Excellency will, therefore, proceed in the war against 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah without delay or interruption, unless 
you should receive official advices of the conclusion of peace 
in the Deccan, or unless Major-General Wellesley should 
signify to your Excellency his desire that offensive operations 
should cease in the north-western countries of Hindostan. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. LXVI. 

The Merqaees Wellesley to LieuU^General lathe. 

(Secret.) 

, Fort William, August 26tli, 1803, 

I have the honour J^^fei^Iose for your Excellency’s notice 
copy of a letter re^^^feis day from Major-General Wel- 
lesley, together i ^^^ renclosu^y by a reference to which 
your Excellen^^!®^ observe iM^ostiKties must have com- 
menced against Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar in the 
Deccan, at the close of the first week of this month. 


• These documents detjsil the qiutting of Scm<Kah*s camp by Colonel 
Collins ; the continued evasion of the Mahratta chiefs, and the declaration 
of Major-General Wellesley to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, Ibat negotiation was 
now at an end. See Major-General Wellesley's letter of the €th August, 
p. 273 .-[Ep,] 
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I trust that your Excellency has received timely notice 
from Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Collins of their 
respective proceedings by the direct Dawk from Hindostan, 
but as my intelligence from those officers contains no positive 
information on the subject of their communications with your 
Excellency, I am extremely anxious to learn from you the 
state of your communications with the Deccan and with 
General Wellesley. 

My former instructions to your Excellency do not appear 
to require any addition; the actual commencement of hostili- 
ties in the Deccan will render the system of measures to be 
now pursued by your Excellency perfectly plain and distinct, 
under the rules which I have already suggested for the 
guidance of your conduct. 

I trust that I shall be enabled, in the course of a few days, 
to inform your Excellency of the success of the expedition 
against Cuttack. The armament destined to co-^j«rate with 
Colonel Campbell’s detachment from Ganjam left the Pilot 
on the 13th instant, and I expect to hear of their successful 
operations in the course of the ensuing week. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. LXVII. 

General Orders from the Government Gazette. 

Fort William, August 29th, 1803 * 

Authentic intelligence has been received at Fort William 
of the successful commencement of operations against Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah by the forces under the command of Major- 
General Wellesley. On the 8th instant, the large fortified 
Pettah of Ahmednuggur was carried by escalade with the 
utmost gallantry and rapidity. This operation was eiffected 
immediately upon the arrival of the army on its ground be- 
fore Ahmednuggur, by the advanced piquets, reinforced by 
the flank companies of his Majesty’s 74th and 78th regi- 
ments, and the 1st battalion of the 3d Madras regiment native 

* This announcement appealed in a (’ulcutta Gazette Extraordinary, 
-[Eu.] 
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infantry, under tlie command of Lieut.-Colonel Harness, the 
field officer of the day. 

The names of the officers stated to have been killed in the 
assault are Captains Grant and Humberstone, and Lieutenant 
Anderson, of his Majesty’s 78th regiment. 

Lieutenant Wilson, of his Majesty’s 74th regiment, and 
Lieutenant Plenderleath, of the 1st battalion 3d Madras regi- 
ment native infantry, are stated to have been wounded. 

Published by command of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-General in Council, 

J. Lumsdbn, 

Chief Sec. to Government. 


No. LXVIH. 

Li€ut,»Genetal Lake to the Marquess Wellesley^ 

Camp before AHyghur, Aug. 29th, 1803. 

[Received at Fort William, Sept. 8th, 1803.] 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I attacked 
M. Perron’s force this morning, which was strongly posted 
with Jieir right extending to the fort of Ally Ghur, and their 
entire front protected by a deep morass, which obliged me to 
change my original plan of attack, and detour considerably to 
the right, to turn their left flank, which I completely effected, 
dislodging a body of troops which were posted in a village 
in the enemy’s front. 

On moving forward with the cavalry in two lines, sup- 
ported by the line of infantry and guns, the enemy immedi- 
ately retired after a very few shot from the cavalry guns, 
which did some execution. 

Several attempts were made to charge some considerable 
bodies of cavalry, who made an appearance of standing, but 
the rapidity of their retreat prevented the possibility of 
effecting it so completely as I could have wished, but I have 
reason to believe, that in consequence of the operations of 
this day, many of his confederates have left him. 

My loss in men and horses is very inconsiderable, and no 
officer. 

I have the pleasure to assure your Lordship that the zeal. 
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activity, and steadiness, displayed by both officers and men, 
afforded me entire satisfaction, and deserve my warmest 
praise* 

My staff afforded me every assistance, and I feel myself 
under great obligations to them. 

From every information I can obtain, immediately on our 
advancing, M. Perron, with his body-guard, retired towards 
Agra, and has left Colonel Pedron in charge of the fort* I 
am at present encamped to the southward of the fort, and the 
town of Coel is occupied by one of my battalions. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful, humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. LXIX. 

LieuU^Qenerd Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

(Private ) 

Camp at Coel before Alighur, 

My Lord, August 29th, 1803. 

I am happy to say that I am in possession of Coel, and that 
Perron has left Mr. Pedron in the fort at Alighur. I am not 
quite determined whether I shall remain here with the army, 
to take the fort, or move forward, at any rate I must stay here 
to-morrow, as my men are much fatigued from this day’s 
work. They were marching from five in the morning till 
near two o’clock p.m. The thermometer in the tents was up- 
wards of one hundred. The army behaved uncommonly 
well in every particular. The cavalry did every thing in 
their power to cut up the enemy, but as their army consisted 
entirely of cavalry except a few matchlock men, they were 
so quick in their retreat the moment we attempted to charge 
them, that there was no possibility of catching many of them. 
1 am conrlnced the day has had a most wonderful effect upon 
the minds of the natives, who always thought M. Perron in- 
vincible; indeed- Idiave every reason to believe that some of 
his confederates left him the moment they heard of our ap- 
proach, particularly the Jauts, and some few Seiks which are 
reported to have been with him; and 1 think most of the 
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others have gone to their homes, and never will encounter 
us again. It always was (as your Lordship knows) my 
opinion that the moment Perron was beat, no one would 
come to him, which is, I think, now the case. I write in 
haste, and will write again to-morrow. Six officers of Per- 
ron’s second brigade are just come in, having resigned the 
service even before they knew of the proclamation.^ 

I have only to assure your Lordship that you may depend 
upon every exertion on my part to carry your wishes into 
effect, and that 1 am 

your truly attached and devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 

P. S. These six officers of the second brigade are all be- 
longing to it, except a man of the name of Hennessy, who 
deserted about two months since from the 14th native infantry, 
to which he was Serjeant-Major. 


No. LXX. 

IJeut-Generd Lake to the Mari^uese fFellesley. 

Camp before Allyglxur, Aug. 30, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sept. 9, 1803.] 

It is with infinite satisfaction I inform your Lordship that 
the inhabitants of this part of the country are coming in fast, 
and manifest a wish of being protected by the British Go- 
vernment, and that in consequence of my having caused it to 
be made known to the head men of the villages in this neigh- 
bourhood, that it is not my intention to molest either the per- 
sons or properties of such of the inhabitants as shall claim my 
protection, I have the pleasure to say, that the people who 
had deserted the town of Coel on our approach yesterday, 
are returning fast to their houses, and the town is nearly re- 
peopled ; indeed, they have every reason to be satisfied, as 
the instant this position was gained, a battalion was posted 
in Coel to prevent plunder, by which means very little loss 
was sustained by the inhabitants. 

I learn from all quarters that most of the enemy’s cavalry 
who opposed us yesterday, have returned to their homes, de- 
claring their inability to oppose the English. 


* Sec Appendix. 
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From every account I can receive, the number of cavalry 
opposed to us amounted to fifteen or twenty thousand, 

The country in our rear is in a state of perfect tranquillity, 
nor has it been molested by a single horseman. 

I have sent into the fort a summons in English and French, 
which, I trust, will have the desired effect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

G. Lake. 


No. LXXL 

» Lieut ^-General Lake to the Marquess Wellesletf* 

My Lord, Camp at Coel, Aug. 30tli, 1803. 

Since my letter of yesterday every thing has remained 
quiet. The horse had all retired, and I believe to their own 
homes, as no depredations have been committed, or a horse- 
man to be seen or heard of in this part of the Dooab, or in 
any of our districts. The inhabitants of Coel, finding their 
property secured, are returning fast to their habitations, the 
people of the country seem to have confidence in the protec- 
tion of the British Government, and do not regret the loss of 
M. Perron. Such is the appearance of things at present, 
and I hope to confirm the report more fully to-morrow. In 
the mean time allow me to congratulate your Excellency on 
the full possession of the Dooab, and 

Believe me ever, my dear Lord, 

your attached and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. LXXIL 

General Orders from the Government Gazette. 

Fort William, Au^» 31, 1803.* 
Authentic intelligence has been received at Fort William 
of the capitulation of the important fortress of Ahmednug- 
gur to the forces under the command of Major-General Wel- 
lesley. 


* This announcement appeared in Calcutta Gazettes Extruordin u ' 
— Edltou 
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The fortified Pettah having been taken by escalade on the 
8th instant, batteries were opened on the night of the 9th 
against the fort. 

On the 10th the kUledar* of the fort requested permission 
to send an officer to confer with Major-General Wellesley, 
and desired at the same time that the fire from the batteries 
might cease. Major-General Wellesley agreed to receive an 
officer from the fort, but refused to interrupt the fire of the 
batteries. 

On the 11th the fortress capitulated. 

The terms of the capitulation are, that the garrison should 
march out on the l£th at noon with their arms, and that all 
private property should be saved to the inhabitants. 

Hostages had been delivered into the hands of Major- 
General Wellesley, to be detained until the evacuation of the 
fortress should actually be completed; and all operations 
against the fort had ceased on the 11th instant. 

Published by corainaud of hia Excellency, 
the Most Noble the Goveruor-General in Council, 

J. Ltjmsden, 

Chief Secretary to the Government 


No. LXXIIL 

Lxeut --General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley 
(Private.) 

My Lord, Camp at Coel, Sept. 1, 1803. 

I have not yet moved from hence, nor am I in possession 
of the fort of Allyghiir ; my object is to get the troops out of 
the fort by bribery, which I flatter myself will be done. My 
reason for gaining it this way, proceeds from a wish to expe- 
dite matters, and save the troops. The place is extremely 
strong, and if regularly besieged, will take a month at least. 
If attempted to be gained by a coup de main^ I think we must 
lose men, but I am at present adverse to this mode of attack, 
(in the event of my negotiation not succeeding,) from a con- 
sideration that by losing time here I shall not carry into effect 
your Lordship’s plans so expeditiously as I could wish. Th# 
loss of men, particularly Europeans, is a most serious^onside- 
ration. Therefore, if by a little money, I can save the lives 


(’ommandau^. 
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of these valuable men, your Lordship will not think I have 
acted wrong, or been too lavish of cash. 

No one exacts more of a soldier than myself, when I think 
it absolutely necessary to call forth their exertions ; at the 
same time, I have ever avoided risking the life of a soldier 
when it could be spared. 

Diaram of Hatrass is exceedingly attentive, and very de- 
sirous of the protection of the British Government, by send- 
ing in provisions of all kinds, and is willing to send his troops, 
such as they are, (if called for). I have directed him to order 
some of them to escort the provisions into our camp merely 
to convince the natives of his being attached to us. The 
whole country are coming in. The protection given to the 
town of Coel, and the haranguing of the men yesterday has 
convinced the people of our inclination to save their lives and 
property. 

Not one depredation has been committed in our own pro- 
vinces ; all the cavalry that came to the assistance of M. Per- 
ron are certainly gone home, and I believe will never more 
approach our army. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
your truly attached and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. LXXIV. 

Lord Castlfreagh to the Marquess Wellesley* 

London, March 16, 1803. 
My dear Lord, [Received Sept. 4, 1803.] 

You will probably hear from me by an overland express 
before this despatch may reach you by sea. I shall delay 
my communication by the former channel in hopes that I may 
be enabled in the course of a very few days to apprize you 
with more precision than I can do at this moment, of the 
actual or probable result of the present discussions carrying 
on with the French Government. It is enough for me at 
present to say that his Majesty’s ministers felt that the situ- 
ation in which we were placed, as well by the importance and 
delicacy of those discussions, as by the military preparations 
which have been carrying on for some time in the ports of 
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France and Holland, destined ostensibly for St Domingo and 
Louisiana, were such as to call for active measures of pre- 
caution on our part, and accordingly a strong Squadron has 
been ordered to be equipped for sea ; press warrants have 
been issued, and the entire of the militia has been called 
out 

The usual communication has been made to Parliament on 
this subject, and was received precisely with the temper one 
could wish, a strong disposition shown from all quarters to 
support the honour and interests of the country ; opinions, 
naturally withheld till information can be given, but no at- 
tempt made to press Government for premature explanation. 
The funds, as might be expected, fell on the first alarm, but 
have since considerably recovered. 

In the present state of things, we can only furnish your 
Lordship with intelligence of what is passing, and desire you 
to wait for the result before you adopt any measure which 
can be productive of expense. You will receive, through the 
Secret Committee, a despatch to this efiect, coupled with 
some observations referable to the principles upon which it 
may be wise to regulate the future measures of your Govern- 
ment, in the event of a renewal of hostilities. 

It is unnecessary for me to press these observations upon 
your Lordship’s particular attention. The discussions which 
have lately taken place, both at home and abroad, on the im- 
portant measure of reducing the debt, now so happily brought 
to a decision by the plan for that purpose, before transmitted, 
having received nearly the unanimous* sanction, both of the 
courts of Directors and Proprietors, and the honourable ex- 
ertions which you have been making, by retrenchments of 
expense, for giving effect to such a measure, will render you 
amongst the most unwilling to disturb, beyond what the exi^ 
gency shall absolutely require, those arrangements on which 
the success of the plan depends. 

I am sure your Lordship will keep in view how much will 
be gained, in^ positive strength, by directing our exertions, 
even in war, against the debl^ so long as there is little appear- 
ance of the enemy being enabled to mqnace India* However 
jealous France is of our power in the east, and however steady 
she may be in her purpose of aiming at pointions from which 
she might one day hope to shake that power, yet I cannot 

YOL. m. u 
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persuade myself that she has or can have, for a length of time, 
the means to attempt any direct attack against possessions so 
defended as ours are by the army now on foot. 

I wish you, therefore, to consider how, under the smallest 
possible extension of expenditure, the army can be kept in 
that state of adequate preparation which belongs to war. For 
the first five years of the late war the surplus abroad was as 
follows:— 1792^, 1,826,000?.; 1793*4, 1,683,000?.; 1794-5, 
1,458,000?.; 1795-6,977,000?.; 1796-7,508,000?. 

Whatever efforts France may be able to make in Europe, 
India cannot be considered as more exposed now than in the 
years 1793-4-5, and whilst Tippoo was yet formidable. I must 
therefore indulge a sanguine hope, that your Lordship will 
find it practicable to adopt a system, even in war, which shall 
be compatible with our financial objects, and that the surplus 
revenue will^as in the years alluded to, be still applicable, in 
a large amount, to the reduction of debt. If peculiar diffi- 
culties arise, we must make corresponding exertions ; but let 
us save our means till those difficulties appear, as far as pru- 
dence will permit. 

I conclude the several restitutions have, ere this, been 
made to the French and Dutch governments. How we stand 
at present, in respect to the Portuguese settlements, which 
were garrisoned by us during the war, I cannot ascertain, 
either from any orders sent from home, or from any intelli- 
gence received from abroad. Under present circumstances, 
I have only to request your Lordship, till you hear further 
from home, to turn your attention to the possible result of the 
discussions now pending, and to digest pi’eviously, in your 
own mind, the war system on which you propose to act, if 
hostilities should actually recommence, limiting it within the 
narrowest bounds, in point of expense, which you deem at all 
consistent with the public safety. In the latter event, you 
shall receive early instructions from home as to the precise 
measures to be taken with respect to the possessions of the 
several European powers, either on the Continent of India, or 
in the eastern seas. 

I havA the honour to be, my dear Lord, 
your very faithful, humble servant, 

Castlerbagh. 
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No. LXXV. 

Lkut^General Lake to the Marquess WeUe^. 

HeadQuarterSy Camp AHygbur, Sept. 4th, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sept. 15th, 1803.] 

It is with inexpressible satisfaction that I have the honour 
to report to your Lordship, the capture of the Fort of Ally- 
ghur this morning by assault. 

Having spent some days in fruitless endeavours to save the 
unnecessary effusion of blood, on finding that the natives 
persisted obstinately in their determination of resistance, and 
rejected every overture I made, I found myself under the 
necessity of determining on some decisive measure, and after 
maturely considering the probability of success with the 
obstacles that opposed us, I judged it preferable to carry it 
by assault, than to lose time by the slower operations of a 
siege. 

In consequence of this resolution, I ordered the honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Monson to lead the attack, composed of 
four companies of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, and the 1st 
battalion of the 4th regiment native infantry under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Browne, with a detachment of the 17th native regi- 
ment under Captain Bagshaw. 

Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, covered their advance 
by a heavy fire from batteries in situations which had been 
previously determined on. 

I attribute the success of this attack entirely to the gal- 
lantry and steady conduct displayed by the honourable Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Monson, in leading on his men under a most 
galling fire of musquetry and grape against a fort hitherto 
deemed impregnable, and defended on all sides with the 
utmost obstinacy. 

It would be injustice in me were I not to mention the dis- 
tinguished bravery of the men of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, 
who notwithstanding the loss of many of their officers, stea- 
dily persevered till the attainment of their object was 
effected. 

To Colonel Browne, of the 1st b^$talion of the 4th regi- 
ment, who has received a severe wound, and to the whole of 
the officers of that battalion, whose exertions on this occasion 
were most meritorious, my praise is justly due. 
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To Major McLeod^ who gallantly led the 76th regiment^ 
after Colonel Monson was wounded, and to Captain Shipton 
of the artillery, who had charge of the guns that forced the 
gate, both of whom, though wounded, still remained at their 
post, I feel myself much indebted. 

To Colonel Horsford, who commanded the artillery, as 
well as to Captains Robertson and Green, who commanded 
the covering batteries, I feel myself under infinite obligations, 
and indeed that whole corps merit my warmest praise for the 
gallantry displayed on this occasion, as well as on every other * 
in which they have been engaged. 

It is with extreme sorrow I lament the loss of many valua- 
ble officers of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, and also of the 
Honourable Company’s service. 

I am sorry to add, that Colonel Monson’s wound is dange- 
rous, and I fear I shall at all events be deprived of the servi- 
ces of this gallant officer for some time. 

I shall have the honour to forward to your Lordship, as 
soon as possible, returns of the killed and wounded officers, 
and men, of the army under my command which, consider- 
ing the nature of the attack, are as few as could be expected. 

I feel I shall be wanting in justice to the merits of Mr. Lu- 
can, an officer, a native of Great Britain, who lately quitted 
the service of Scindiah, to avoid serving against his country, 
were I not to recommend him to your Lordship’s pai'ticular 
attention. He gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Monson to 
the gate, and point out the road through the fort, which he 
efiected in a most gallant manner, and Colonel Monson has 
reported having received infinite benefit from his services. If 
you deem him worthy of any mark of your Excellency’s favour, 
it will afford me great satisfaction, if his services are rewarded 
by Government. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


See Appendix. 
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Lieut -^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Camp at CoeU Sept 4ih, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received Sept. 15, 1803 3 

By my official letter which accompanies this, you will, I am 
sorry to say, perceive that I have lost a great many valuable 
officers, and that unfortunately Colonel Monson, who be- 
haved most gloriously, has received a most severe wound in 
the arm from a pike, the bone I understand is broke high up, 
but Mr. Lenny and the other surgeons who have examined 
it, have hopes that he may recover without amputation. I 
cannot say too much of the conduct of Colonel Monson upon 
this occasion ; he is a most serious loss to the army. Your 
Lordship may easily conceive what I feel at his misfortune, 
and the loss of so many brave men. 

As I told your Lordship in my letter of the 1st instant, I 
had tried every method to prevail upon these people to give 
up the fort, and offered a very large sum of money, but they 
were determined to hold out, which they did most obstinately, 
and I may say most gallantly. In short, my Lord, from the 
extraordinary strength of the place, and being obliged to 
win it inch by inch, it being so determinately defended, that 
in my opinion British valour never shone more conspicuous. 
I think this action will strike terror into the natives, and pre- 
vent us some trouble ; I trust your Lordship will agree with 
me in thinking that I have done right in gaming this fort, at 
any rate, as in the first place it was so strong that I could not 
look upon my army safe with such a fort in my rear ; in the 
second place, it would have given the natives a ve^^y poor 
opinion of our troops, and in the third place, I am convinced 
that, after a regular siege, we must have had the same diffi- 
culties to encounter, the strength of the place cannot be de- 
scribed but by a drawing, which shall be sent down to you 
as soon as it can be prepared ; a seventy-four might sail in 
the ditch. The engineer and Colonel Horsford both think 
that after a breach had been made, we should have lost as 
many men as we now have, besides what would have fallen 
during a siege, which would have lasted nearly a month. All 
^ these points being considered, the delay that would have 
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been caused in the execution of your orders, and the cer- 
tainty of giving spirit to the Mahratta chiefs, who would then 
have been inclined to flock to the Frenchman's standard, I 
feel happy at having gained the fort, which stood out for 
more than an hour. A more anxious time I never experienced; 
the fire was tremendous, and nothing, from the strong way in 
which the natives were posted, with all their advantages, but 
British soldiers would have effected the business. I have 
wrote more than I intended, and must beg you will pardon 
me for being so prolix, but really my mind is so much agi- 
tated from the loss of so many excellent men, that I hardly 
know what I do. 

It appears, I am sorry to say, that poor Monson’s wound 
may be attended with danger, as in the event of amputation, 
danger is always to be apprehended in this country, but I 
trust and hope I shall be able to send you a better account 
of him to-morrow. 

I remain, 

my dear Lord, 

your attached and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 

P. S. I have only to add that, without the fort of Alyghur, 
we could not have had the entire possession of the Dooab ; 
indeed, till it was ours, we were liable to be driven out of it 
at any time. 


No. LXXVII. 

'rhe Hon A Paget to the Marquess Wellesley, 

Vienna, June 3rd, 1803. 

My dear Lord, [Received Sept. 6th, 1803.] 

Lord Whitworth left Paris on the night of the 12th ultimo, 
and General Andreossi having been detained some time at 
Dover by winds, &c., reached it on the 20th. 

I do myself the honour of enclosing to your Lordship the 
supplement to the Moniteur, containing (as it is avowed) the 
whole of the negotiations between England and France pre- 
vious to the signature of the preliminary articles of peace 
down to the departure of Lord Whitworth; from the pe- 
rusal of which, I am led to suppose that some parts of them 
must have been omitted. 
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I also enclose the Francfort Journal of this day, in which 
your Lordship will find the King’s message. 

I must now inform your Lordship that within a very few 
days after the departure of Lord Whitworth, instructions 
and full powers were received by Count Woronzow in 
London, and Count MarcoflT at Paris, to make a tender of 
the good offices of the Emperor of Russia, but it is probable 
that this interposition will have been offered too late. 

The telegraph between Brest and Paris announces a fleet 
of twelve sail of the line and six frigates off Brest. 

We have not hitherto heard of hostilities having actually 
taken place. The King’s proclamation for letters of marque, 
&c. &c. has been issued. 

We have down to this moment no official accounts of the 
movement of the French troops in Italy, it is rumoured that 
a considerable body, under the command of General Murat, 
is moving southward. 

The French are also preparing to take possession of Han- 
over and the maritime towns. 

The King of Prussia has made known his intention of ac- 
complishing the same object. 

Whichever of these powers may effectuate this unwarrant* 
able design, will act with the connivance of the other, and I 
am grieved not to find any disposition, whether on the part 
of Austria or Prussia, to oppose either. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the sincerest regard and esteem, 
my dear Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient and very 
faithful friend and servant, 
Arthur Paget. 

P. S. The Paris papers just received contain the following 
telegraphic despatch: — 

Brest le 1®^ PrairaL 

Avant hier deux Fr%ates Angloises ont pris deux BSti- 
mens dans la baye d’Audierne; I’un alloit chercher des hois 
de construction k Quimper, Tautre etoit charge dc sel pour 
Fecamp. 

(Signe) Caffaeelli. 
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No. LXXVIII. 

LieuU^General Lake to the Marqucse Jf’elleeley, 
(Pri?ate,) 


My Lord. Kaunga, Sept 8th, 1803. 

We arrived here this morning, and found a very strong 
little fort, which would have caused delay and trouble had 
not the troops evacuated it the day after the fall of Alighur, 
when they declared they would not wait for our attack; I 
trust this idea prevails throughout the country. The town 
of Kaunga is in a most flourishing state, very few of the peo- 
ple have left it, and they will return immediately when they 
find their property secured; indeed our conduct at Coel, and 
to the country we have marched through, has given them the 
greatest confidence in the British Government. 

I tibink when you hear the secret manner in which things 
have been conducted you will be much pleased, it is quite a 
new work in the array, and has succeeded hitherto wonder- 
fully well. I think to be very near Delhi in three more 
marches. I expect to find some difficulty in procuring boats, 
hut flatter myself that will, like many others, be surmounted. 

I wait with great impatience for a report from Colonel 
Macan, who will, should he come up with these horsemen, if 
I am not very much mistaken, do well. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
your firmly attached and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. LXXIX. 

General Orders^ by the Governor-General in Council, No. 1. 

Fort Waiiam, September 8, 1803, 

The Governor-General in council having received from 
Major-General the honourable Arthur Wellesley, the official 
accoiuit of the reduction of the important fortress of Ahmed- 
nuggur, by the forces under the command of that officer, is 
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pleased to signify the high approbation with which his Ex- 
cellency in council^iaB observed the judgment, promptitude, 
and skill, manifested by Major-Gteneral Wellesley, in direct- 
ing the operations of the forces under hb command on that 
critical occasion. 

His Excellency in council is pleased to direct Major-Gene- 
ral Wellesley to notify to the officers and troops under hb 
conunand, that the Governor-General in council has derived 
the most cordial satisfaction, from the distinguished alacrity, 
gallantry, and spirit which they have displayed in the attack 
upon the Pettah, and in the subsequent siege of the Fort of 
Ahmednuggur; and the Governor-General in council has 
remarked with particular approbation, the conduct of Lieut.- 
Colonels Harness, Wallace, and Maxwell, of Captain Beau- 
man of the artillery ; of Captain Johnson of the engineers ; 
and of Captain Heitland of the pioneers. 

The Governor-General in council deeply laments the loss 
of Captains Grant and Humherstone, of Lieutenants Ander- 
son and Plenderleath, and of the brave soldiers who fell in 
the succesfiil contest of the 8th of August. The memory of 
those gallant officers and soldiers, who have fallen with honour 
in the public service, will be regarded with affection and res- 
pect, by their Sovereign and their country. 


No LXXX. 

General Orders^ by the Govermr^^Generd in Council, No, 2. 

Fort WiUiain, 8epteiiil>er 8tli, 1803. 

The Governor-General in council b pleased to offer hb 
most cordial thanks and congratulations to his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, upon the distinguished ability, energy, 
and success of the conduct of the forces under hb Excellency’s 
personal command, in the judicious and gallant attack, of the 
forces under the command of M. Perron in the vicinity of 
Coel, on the ^th of August. 

His Excellency in council has received with the most sin- 
cere pleasure, the Commander-in-chief’s report of the zeal, 
activity, and steadiness displayed by the officers and men, 
and of the meritorious services of the stafi^ on that important 


occasion. 
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The Governor-General in council is pleased to direct the 
C<Mnmander-m-Chief, to signify to the officers and men em- 
ployed in the action of the 29th of August, that the conduct 
of the army on that day has obtained the high approbation 
of his Excellency in council ; has confirmed the reputation 
and honour of the British arms in India ; and has secured the 
most important advantages to the cause of the allies, in the 
prosecution of the war, and in the speedy establishment of 
permanent peace. 

By command of his Excellency 

the Governor-General in council, 

L. Hook, 

Sec. to the Govt, Mil. Dept. 


No. LXXXI. 

The Mght Hm, Lord fFilliam Bentinck to the Marquesa JFeXMep- 
(Private) 

Fort St. George, Sept. 9tb, 1803. 

My Lord,- [Received at Fort William, Sept. 26tli, 1803.] 

I received from Lieutenant-Colonel Hoghton the honour of 
your Excellency’s letter of the 1st of August.’*^ I beg leave to 
express my very sincere acknowledgements for the sentiments 
of kindness and assistance so necessary to the very existence 
of my government which that letter contains, and I beg to be 
permitted to add, that it was not possible to convey those 
sentiments in any manner so flattering and agreeable to my 
own personal feelings. 

I have laid open to that officer without reserve every feeling 
and opinion of my mind, not only upon the subject of those 
points which he was more particularly directed to enforce 
upon my attention, but also of the general state of affairs in 
this settlement. 

I feel confident that Lieutenant-Colonel Hoghton will do full 
justice to the feelings of admiration and grateful respect, with 
which I in common with every Englishman have contemplated 
the uninterrupted progress of the great and glorious events 
which have marked the administration of your Excellency in 


* Sec p. 264. 
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India. It bimpos^ble not to see that the British power has been 
for the first time established upon a sure and solid basis^ and 
that the British name has risen to a degree of elevation 
hitherto unknown in the annals of its history. A review of 
all the considerations of wisdom and policy which suggested 
and prepared for execution, the present system of operationa 
against the Mahratta chieftains, still more strongly confirms a 
just pride in the national superiority ; and allow me here to 
say, that your Excellency will always find me happy in re- 
ceiving your orders, and zealous in the execution of them. 

One of the principal points to which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoghton adverted by your instructions, has been to the nature 
of the relation between the supreme Government, and the 
subordinate Presidencies as expressed in your Excellency’s 
correspondence with Lord Clive, when his Lordship first 
assumed the Government of Fort St. George. Upon this 
subject I shall only remark, that I think it impossible not 
only with regard to the spirit and letter of the act of Parlia- 
ment, but also to the necessity of perfect obedience accom- 
panied by hearty co-operation, that there can be honestly any 
difierence of opinion. It is as clear on the other hand that 
the co-operation from the inferior Presidencies must be efiec- 
tual only in proportion as the head of the executive Govern- 
ment may be supported by the supreme power in Bengal. I 
cannot but feel extremely gratified by the most satisfactory 
assurances of assistance and support. 

I am quite aware of the arduous and important task which 
I have undertaken. The divided state of this Government, 
and the opposition and counteraction which my noble predeces- 
sor received, are circumstances much to be lamented, and which 
tend to destroy all the vigour and efficiency so imperiously 
requisite in the management of this great unsettled territory. 

The history and causes of intrigue and disaffection which 
have unfortunately prevailed here, are better known to your 
Excellency than to myself. I cannot flatter myself that they 
will immediately disappear. The only system of conduct 
which can oppose itself with success to such attacks, must be 
founded upon a steady and detenmned resolution to do what 
is right, uninfluenced by party or prejudice, careless and 
fearless of the event. From the moment I cannot retain my 
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situation consistently with my own honour, character and 
comfort, I will resign it. 

I feel it unnecessary to trespass any longer upon your Ex- 
cellency’s time. I have communicated to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoghton my sentiments upon every subject. The very 
inadequate state of military defence in this settlement, under 
the circumstances of the very considerable French force 
assembled at the Mauritius, seems to me at this moment the 
most important subject for consideration. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect, 

• Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

W. Bentinck. 


No. LXXXIL 

Lord Cmtlermgh to the Marquess Wellesley, 

(Most Secret.) 

London, May 14, 1803. 

My dear Lord, [Received Sept. 11, 1803 ] 

The messenger who reached us this morning from Pai'is 
has enabled me at length to relieve your Lordship from any 
farther suspense on the question of peace or war. The al- 
ternative, I have to announce to you, calls upon us for new 
exertions. We resume hostilities, however, with Malta in 
our hands ; Martinique, as we have reason to hope, in a weak 
state ; and the French colonies, generally, ill provided. Their 
navy has been getting rather worse than better since the 
peace, being chiefly employed in transporting troops to the 
West Indies, and I do not understand that their arsenals have 
been replenished. If another struggle was unavoidable, it is 
satisfactory that circumstances did not deprive us of Malta 
before the conduct of the Chief Consul rendered it indispen- 
sable that we should make him feel that the peace was not 
made by us in the spirit of submission. 

The papers which will on Monday be laid before Parlia- 
ment by the King’s command, and which are herewith trans-, 
mitted, contain so detailed a view of every thing that has 
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passed since the conclusion of the definitive treaty betweai 
the two governments, as also collaterally with other courts, as 
to render any explanation from me unnecessary. I trust you 
will be of opinion that we have borne a great deal with 
patience and forbearance, but without submitting to any un- 
becoming sacrifice, and that to have borne still more without 
taking our stand, and leaving the option of war with France 
on terms reasonable in themselves, and in their nature strictly 
arising out of her own conduct, would have been to invite en- 
croachment and insult, whilst we were depriving ourselves of 
the means of successful resistance. His Majesty’s ministers 
considered that in firmness alone they could hope for any 
useful interval of peace, and they were satisfied that in tempo- 
rizing any longer, they were more likely to weaken their case, 
as well as the country, than to find any occasion so favour- 
able for bringing the question fairly to an issue. 

We commence the war with advantage, as far as foreign 
stations are concerned. We are strong in the Mediterranean 
and in the West Indies. At home, notwithstanding un- 
favourable impressions which have prevailed in respect to the 
naval equipments, we have eighteen sail of the line ready to 
go to sea to-morrow, and nearly as many in forwardness. 

The militia has been assembled successfully in both coun- 
tries, and the spirit of the people, as far as it has yet been 
tried, is such as we could wish. Of this, however, we shall 
he better able to judge when the causes of the rupture have 
been explained to them, and when the budget for the war is 
submitted to Parliament. I am persuaded that the system of 
finance which it is in contemplation to adopt, will appear to 
you the only wise one at the outset of such a contest. It is 
proposed to lay on at once all the taxes which shall be neces- 
sary for a war of seven or eight years ; and in addition to that 
amount, which will be requisite to provide for the interest 
and sinking fund of the sum to he raised by loan in each 
year, it is intended to raise by a war tax a large proportion 
of the supplies within the year. This will impose at the out- 
set about ten millions a-year in taxes, consisting of two funds, 
one temporary, the other permanent, if the war should last 
long enough to consume it* This must at first be felt by the 
country as a severe blister, and they will smart under it ; but 
when they have experienced and known the worst, they may 
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then look their diflRculties in the face with confidence, and 
are likely to exhibit a more resolute temper than could he 
hoped for under the annual irritation of a succession of new 
taxes. 

In looking to the state of India, I can feel nothing but con- 
fidence whilst it is under your Lordship’s care. Every day 
affords me fresh proofs of the vigour and wisdom of your 
councils, and in proportion as I acquire information on the 
variety of interesting subjects connected with your Govern- 
ment, I am the more deeply impressed with the value and 
extent of your efforts in the public service. 

The important advices just received, which come down as 
late as the end of January, from Bombay, lead me to enter- 
tain sanguine hopes that your Lordship will have pacified the 
Mahratta empire before this despatch can you. The 

subsidiary treaty concluded with the P^shwa^sis* your in- 
structions, coupled with the former arrangement with 
the Guicowar Eajah, have placed our authority in that quar- 
ter of India, where it was peculiarly exposed, on the most 
satisfactory footing. It affords me great pleasure to observe 
that the consent of the Peishwa has been obtained to the 
Guicowar cessions in the neighbourhood of Surat, so as to 
remove any doubts which before might have been entertained 
with regard to the validity of those cessions under the treaty 
of Salbey. I trust I shall soon have it in my power to con- 
gratulate your Lordship on having perfected the only great 
work remaining incomplete, towards the pacification of India 
and the solid establishment of the British dominion in that 
part of the globe. 

In looking to the preservation and improvement of this 
splendid empire, at the outset of a new war, I am confident 
your Lordship will feel most anxious to suffer this event to 
break in, as little as is consistent with real security, upon the 
frame of those measures which you have so uniformly had in 
view, and so successfully brought to maturity, for restoring 
the finances of the Company, and for relieving their affairs 
from the heavy pressure of Indian debt. 

What character the war may not assume in its progress, it 
would be presumption at this moment to decide. But I think 
your Lordship will feel, with me, that in no quarter can the 
exertions of France be made with so little rational hope oi 
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success^ as in the East. Her means of operatiiig from Eu- 
rope are very limited and inadequate. If she ever felt that 
her position in Egypt brought our Indian possessions more 
mthin her grasp, in that prospect she is disappointed. India 
presents nothing to her view hut British power, and until 
there are distinct indications of a different policy, 1 cannot 
hut deem it safe to consider that the First Consul must 
abandon any intention of disturbing us in that quarter. 

Deprived of the means of effectually annoying us in our 
foreign possessions, it is against the body of the empire that 
he will direct all his efforts. We have every reason to be con- 
vinced that such is his determination, as it is his obvious 
policy, and that he will make invasion the great feature of his 
exertions, determined to risk every thing in the attempt. 

Having stated to your Lordship the general considerations 
upon which our arrangements in India are to be formed,! feel 
little more necessary on my part Their application in detail 
cannot be so well placed as in your Lordship's hand. You 
will perceive in my budget statement I have reasoned on the 
effect of war as gomg to absorb all surplus revenue. I wished 
to avoid encouraging too sanguine impressions ; but when I 
advert to what the state of surplus revenue was during the 
early years of the late war, and compare our present situation 
in point of security with what it could then be deemed to be, 
I cannot but flatter myself with a much more favourable re- 
sult. India has already exhibited the striking &ct of ^re- 
sources not deteriorated even by a war expenditure (the in- 
crease of assets having kept pace with the augmentation of 
debt). I trust your Lordship will now display the still more 
gratifying instance of resources capable, even in the midst of 
hostilities, of producing an actual amelioration of the Com- 
pany's affairs. 

I have lately had under my consideration the state of the 
revenues of the Carnatic, and the claims of the creditors of 
the Arcot family, both native and European. With a view of 
ascertaining to what extent the claims of creditors of any des- 
cription can reasonably be urged against the Company now in 
possession, I have recurred to the principles of Sir Archibald 
Campbell's treaty, and examined what the expense is, which 
may feirlybe chargeable for the military defence of the Car- 
natic, calculating the same either on the revenues and expense 
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generally of our settlements in India, or on the separate rev^-^ 
nues and charges of Fort St. George. In the latter case, after 
deducting the share of military charge proportionate to the 
revenues of the Carnatic, and the payments to the present 
Nabob and his family, the residue, exclusive of any provision 
for civil charge distinct from expenses of collection, would not 
exceed £100,000 per annum. 

If the calculation be made upon the revenues and charges 
of our possessions at large, the residue will be more consider- 
able; as well as I can recollect, about £180,000 per annum, 
but in neither of these calculations is any allowance made for 
increased charge in war. 

What has occurred to me as the best mode of terminating 
this long contested and painful subject, is jto recur to your 
Lordship’s offer to the Nabob and creditors when at Madras, 
viz, that so soon as the present fund of 6,31,000 pagodas is 
liberated, which will happen early in 1804, that one half shall 
go to liquidate the debt due to the Company, the other half 
to satisfy the demands of individuals. This will give the 
creditors an annual charge of about £135,000 a-year upon the 
revenues of the Carnatic, whilst the Company will be in the 
receipt of about eighteen lacs of clear revenue, after all pay- 
ments made to the Nabob and bis family, instead of the old 
subsidy of nine lacs. 

From the moment a distinct fund is assigned, the Company 
have no longer an interest in the question of distribution. It 
will certainly be necessary for them to lend their aid to some 
system of investigation, which shall do justice, as far as pos- 
sible, between the several claimants, until it shall be ascer- 
tained what debts shall ultimately be allowed, and with what 
rate of interest they shall be permitted to be made up. No 
guess can be formed in what proportion the fund will be 
competent tq satisfy them. 

Mr. Fordyce has shown me a list of claims, which, with 
the interest as charged by the respective creditors, falls little 
short of four millions sterling, and I conclude a large ad- 
ditional debt is owing to natives, whose demands certainly 
stand upon at least as good grounds as those of our country- 
men. 

When the sums to be allowed shall once be ascertained, I 
conceive the best mode will be to issue debentures for the 
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amotmt, bearing such rate of interest as the fimd of 
£liS$,0G0 will admit of. By making the debentures transfer- 
aUe, they will be easily negotiated, and when they find their 
level in the market in point of value, the Company, if they 
tbkik fit to relieve the Carnatic from this charge, can buy up 
tfaefie securities at the market price. 

The Chairs concur with me in opinion on this subject, and 
wiB bring the arrangement before the Court, as soon as die 
]^*es«ure of more urgent business will permit. 

1 have also communicated with them fully on the necessity 
of sending your Lordship instructions without delay relative 
to the CoUege. I shall not resist any intimation on their part 
of a desire to reserve the whole or any points of the question 
as matter for future deliberation, but shall confine my inter* 
fessenee to a revocation of the former orders, as far as they go 
to a dissolution of the institution, and shall also decline con- 
caring in any material alteration of the establishment, till the 
Court of Directors and his Majesty’s ministers can Imre the 
advantage of communicating with your Lordship in person on 
this important measure. 

I cannot conelu^ this despatch without appriziiig your- 
Lordship that the French Government, in consideration a 
pecuniary arrangement, has agreed to make over Loukriana 
to America. This happened pending our negotiation, and 
afforded strong proof In itself of the expectation of a mptinre 
with us. 

Believe me,^my dear Lord, 

with great regard, very sincerely yours, 

CASTLaasAOU. 


No. LXXXni. 

Lord Hobart to the Marquees ¥FM(eeley, 

(Mos' Secret.) 

Dowsing Street, May 16, 180S, 
My Lord, [Received Sept li, 

The discussions between his Majesty’s Govennnent and 
that of the French Republic having terminated in the recall 
of his Maj^’s ambassad^H: friun Baris, 1 herewith tra^arit 
a copy of the King's message to both houses of 
von. in* X 
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announcing the rupture of the negotiation, and the recom- 
mencement of hostilities. 

I have, in consequence, received the King’s commands to 
signify to your Lordship his Majesty’s pleasure that you 
adopt without delay such measures as you may deem most 
efiFectual for the capture of any French ships or vessels, or of 
any forts or possessions which the French may have in India, 
and for giving the most complete protection to the trade and 
dominions of the Company. 

As the French army are now in actual possession of Hol- 
land, and as his Majesty will feel himself under the necessity 
of acting hostilely against the Batavian republic, unless the 
Government of that country (which is extremely improbable) 
should be able to induce the French Government forthwith 
to withdraw their forces, and to permit that state to observe 
neutrality, I am further directed to signify to your Lordship 
his Majesty’s pleasure that you do cause be detained all 
Dutch ships and property, and that you do without dehky 
take possession of all the settlements belonging to the Ba- 
tavian Government on the continent of India in trust, and 
under an explanation that they will be restored in case the 
Batavian Republic shall remain neutral* 

In the event of hostilities with this country, I am to desire 
that so soon as you shall have recovered the important posi- 
tion of Cochin, you proceed with the utmost expedition to 
destroy all fortifications thereof ; and in the like event you 
will be authorized to take mepures for the recovery of the 
Dutch settlements in the eastern seas lately in our posses- 
sion ; hut it is not intended that any extended or expensive 
expedition either against the Mauritius or Batavia, should be 
undertaken without special orders from home. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obedient, 
humble servant, 

Hobaut* 
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No. LXXXIV. 

Lieut -General Lake to the Marquees Welledey 

Head Qaarters, Camp opposite Delhi, 
half-past Seven P.M. Sept. 11, 1803. 

My L 0 RB 5 [Received at Fort William, Sept. 23, 1803.] 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that after 
a inarch of eighteen miles this morning, I learnt that the 
enemy in great force under Mr* Louis, had crossed the Jumna 
from Delhi, with the intention of attacking us. 

When we had encamped, we found our outposts were at- 
tacked by a body of the enemy. On reconnoitring to our 
front, I found that the enemy’s whole army were drawn up 
in order of battle, I immediately ordered out the whole line, 
and advanced to attack them in front. 

The enemy opposed to us a tremendous fire from a nu- 
merous artillery, which was uncommonly weU served, and 
caused us considerable loss in officers and men, but I have 
the satisfaction to add, that our advance under a most heavy 
cannonade, and actual charge of the enemy, at about one 
hundred paces distant, caused a most precipitate retreat, and 
left in our possession the whole of their artillery* 

The cavalry pursued the fugitives to the Jumna, making 
great havock, and numbers were drowned in attempting to 
cross* 

In short, I have only to express my entire approbation of 
the gallantry of the troops under my command during tiie 
whofe of this most brilliant action, and shall have the honour 
to detail it more particularly to-morrow, which the lateness of 
the hour prevents me doing at present. 

The whole army was under arms from three this morning 
till this moment. 

1 hme the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 

Most faithful humble servant, 
G. Lake* 
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No. LXXXV. 

Lieut, -^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley, 

Head Quarters, Camp, Delhy Ohaut, Sept. 12, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sep. 24th, 1803.] 

My letter of yesterday will have informed your Lordship 
of the total defeat of the force under Mr. Lewis. The late- 
ness of the *hour prerented my detailing the operations of the 
day as fully as I could have wished* 

I cannot find terms sufficiently strong to express the high 
sense I entertain of the gallant services performed by tho 
whole of the officers and men in the army under my commend. 

When the length of our march (upwards of eighteen nnlea) 
is considered, the fatigue the whole army underwent, and that 
we were exposed to a most galling fire from the enemy of 
grape and chain shot, while advancing in line, the operatiosi^ 
of yesterday must ever reflect the highest credit on aJI 
descriptions of troops engaged ; and cannot fail of striking 
the enemy with the dread of our army, and prove to tb^m, 
that opposition to such superior discipline, and courage, is 
useless. 

To Major-General Ware, who commanded the right wing, and 
to the honourable Major-General St. John, who commanded 
the left, I feel myself under infinite obligations. The former, 
I am sorry to say, received a very severe contusion while ad- 
vancing with the right wing. 

Major-General St. John was opposed to the enemy's right, 
the steadiness and ability displayed by the honourable the 
Majoz-General, quickly surmounted every difficulty, and 
forced the enemy to retire in disorder with very heavy loss. 

To Colonel St. Leger, who commanded the cavalry, my 
warmest praises are due, the &teadinesi;s and gallantry of the 
whole corps, both Europeans and natives, under a formidable 
fire of artillery, does them infinite honour. 

After the gallant and steady charge of his Majesty’s 76th 
regiment, led by Captain Boyce, and the whole of the infantry 
Hne. who advanced to within one hundred paces of the enemy 
without taking their firelocks from their shoulders, when they^ 
fired a volley, and rushed on with the bayonet with a deter- 
mination nothing could resist, had forced the enemy to aban* 
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don their formidable artillery. Colonel St. Leger, with the 
cavalry under bis command, moved rapidly forward, when a 
general slaughter ensued ; by a well-timed manoeuvre of the 
Colonels in intercepting their retreat to the Jumna, much 
execution was done ; the enemy’s confusion was such, that 
many were drowned, in attempting to cross the river. 

To Colonel Horseford, and every officer of the corps of 
artillery, I feel myself infinitely indebted for their meritorious 
exertions on this occasion. 

The number of the enemy’s guns already collected, is be- 
tween fifty and sixty, and I expect many more before the 
evening. I shall have the honour to forward a regular return 
of the enemy’s ordnance to-morrow. 

I have to lament the loss of many officers and men killed 
and wounded in this action, returns of which shall be trans- 
mitted for your Lordship’s information. 

From the extreme heat and fatigue, that both officers and 
men experienced, I have to regret the loss of Major Middle- 
ton of the 3d native cavalry, and Comet Sanguine of the ^7th 
light dragoons, as well as of several European soldiers, who 
fell from the effects of the sun. 

X have to lament the loss of Captain Robert McGregor, 
(Persian Interpreter in the field,) who fell when advancing in 
a most gallant style. 

The consequences of this victory are the evacuation of the 
city and forts of Delhi, and the dispersion of the enemy in 
all directions. 

At the earnest request of his Majesty, who is anxious to 
• put himself under the protection of the British Government, 

I shall cross the river with my army, as soon as a sufficimit 
number of boats can be procured. 

My staff, as usual, conducted themselves to my entire satis- 
fttetion, and merit my wannest approbation. 

X have the honour to he, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 
Most faithfiil humble servant, 

6. Lake. 

K^ied ky the effects of the son — ^Mi^lor Middleton, 3d, natire cavalry $ 
S^gnine, 27th, light dragoons- Killed in action“-LieutenaBt 
Hill, 12th. native infantry ; bicuteftant Preston, 15th, native inftntry ; 
Lieutenant Alden, and Cajitidn McGrejfOfi Wounded— fCapmin CoveH, 
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27tli dragoons; Comet Crowe, Cornet Mather, 2nd, native cavalry; 
Comet Swindell, 3d, native cavalry ; Lieutenant McDonald, 76th, foot ; 
Lieutenant Wrottesley, 2nd. ; Captain Matthews, artillery. 

The above is the most correct return that has yet been received.* — G. L. 


No. LXXXVL 

Laeut^Generd Lake to the Marquess Wellesley^ 

My X^OBO, September 12th, 18(^. 

It is with the most heartfelt satis&ction that I now congra- 
tulate you upon the attainment of your wishes. The action 
of yesterday was so decisiye and proved a superiority so com- 
pletely, that I have not a doubt all the chieftains will come in 
to our standard. Louis having plundered Delhi with the few 
troops he had left, and taken himself and all his va^bonds off 
this morning, will I trust, destroy all confidence in IVepchmen. 
Where he is gone I know not, but I rather beliere towards 
Agra. I imagine that the few men he has with him will go 
to their own homes. I really do think the business was one 
of the most gallant actions possible ; such a fire of cannon 
has seldom been seen if ever, against which our men marched 
up within one hundred yards without taking a firelock from 
off their shoulders, when they gave one volley, charged in- 
stantly and drove the enemy ; then they opened ranks and let 
the cavalry through, who did their duty in the most gallant 
and judicious manner possible; indeed their conduct was 
remarkable throughout the day. Prom having detached so 
large a body of troops to the ceded provinces, we were yes- 
terday most considerably outnumbered, but his Majesty s 76th 
regiment did set such an example that could not fail of in- 
spiring every creature with zeal, energy, and spirit. 1 dO fltOt 
think there could have been a more glorious day, hut as' I 
may be thought partial, I will say no more, but leate It td 
others to relate the fact, exaggerate I think they cannot. 

Now my dear Lord, I hope you will agree with me 
that the destruction of Perron’s troops and power was the 
first object. Added to which, allow me to state my reasons 
for coming on to Delhi, which were as follow— I had certain 
information that Louis was making all the use possible of the 


* See Appendix for complete returns. 
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King’s name, and of his royal prerogative, and I thought it 
most probable that many persons with the concealed design 
of taking advantage of the present times, but absolutely in 
obedience to the King’s mandate, might either join Louis or 
spread over the Company’s provinces for the sake of plunder. 
Another reason for coniing to Delhi, was considering the 
character of Mr. Louis more active, and perhaps more zea* 
lous than Mr. Perron, and considering also his personal con- 
nection with the Seiks, I was decidedly of opinion, that the 
crushing of these political intrigues, and the subversion of 
his French connection were primary objects, and that nothing 
would be so likely to accomplish the above objects as the 
sudden appearance of the army at the capital of Delhi, and 
I am happy to say, that my conjectures were not ill-founded, 
as is clearly proved by the ffight of Mr. Louis, the departure of 
the Seiks, and the strong desire of his Majesty for our troops 
to march into Delhi that he may be placed under our pro- 
motion. The army will pass the moment the boats come 
from the other side. Another consideration was, that if , the 
enemy were active, vigorous, and enterprising, our provinces 
are much at his mercy; the movement of my army to Agta 
might save the lower part of the Doab, but the uppmr part^ 
together with Rohilcimd, would have been exposed to the 
d^redations of Louis’s detachment, and as he possessed SabsH 
runpore, and probably expected co-operation from the Boh^ 
las, he would probably have overrun Rohilcund with* greater 
frcility than Perron could carry his depredations to any 
considerable extent. 

Xt so happens that from all I can learn, and by a letter Just 
received from Mr. Leycester, I do not believe at this nmment 
any commotion is likely to take place, particulax}y after riie 
event of yesterday. I shall most undoubtedly see the King 
of Delhi this night or to-morrow morning, when I under- 
stand he intends going through the form of delivering the 
C()|injtry^ over to the British Government. Your Lordship 
metjy depend upcm my attending to your instructions respects 
ii^ hhi< ]^jesty. Mr. Mercer k not yet arrived, but I hna- 
gine soon will, as by a letter this day received from hiip, his 
negotiation seems in a most forward state. 

f have this moment learnt, that the remaining part of Louis’s . 
army have dispersed in difl^nt direotmns, and thatlhe coim- 
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try people are so enraged at their plundering them^ that they 
have retaliated hy plundering them since they have sepa- 
rated, and killed a great many of them. 

I cannot, my dear Lord, avoid saying in the most confident- 
tial way that, in the event of a foreign foe coming into this 
country, without a very great addition of force in Europeans^ 
the consequences will be fatal, as there ought always to be 
one European battalion to four native ones, this at least I 
think necessary. I have seen a great deal of these people 
lately, and mn quite convinced without King’s troops very 
little is to be expected, in short the infantry of this army as 
well as cavalry should be new modelled, as I will convince your 
Lordship when I am so fortunate as to conduct you to 
Delhi, wiich I sincerely hope will be very shortly. I am 
not clear which way I shall move next, but rather think it 
may 1>e toward Agra, which place must fall upon our ap- 
proach. 1 apprehend the Seiks if assured of our not inters 
fering with their government, will enter into a treaty of aashy 
with us, and would ensure the capture of the fort called 
Hansi, late George Thomas’s, provided we would promise to 
destroy it, which in my opinion would be a good thing; I 
believe at present there are a great many of Perron’s guns 
in it, which might be got by this means, and which I shall 
endeavour to do without trouble or difficulty. 

I trust all your endeavours will be crowned with success, 
and remain. 

My dear Lord, 

Your faithfiil and attached servant, 
G. Lake* 


No. LXXXVn. 

LieuL-General Lahe to the Marquees Wellesley. 

Head Quarters, Camp, near Delliy Ghant, Sept. 13th. 1803. 
Mt Lord, [Received at Fort V^lliam, Sept. 25th» 18Q3.JI 

For your Lordship’s information, I have the honour toien- 
ciOse a list of the killed and wounded, officers and meqi off 
the army under my command, in the action, of, lltiii 
dnstant** 


♦ See Appendix. 
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Your Lordship will perceive that our loss has been very 
great ; but when I consider that we moved on against an im- 
mense artillery, of nearly one hundred pieces of camion, and 
many of a very large calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have 
ever been witness to ; and that this fire was directed against 
a line, consisting, on the most correct calculation, of not more 
than four thousand five hundred men, including cavalry, artil- 
lery and infantry; and that we were opposed by upwards of 
four times that number ; it is no longer a matter of surprize. 

It is necessary to remark, that we had only one brigade of 
cavalry, consisting of the ^7th light dragoons, and the 2d 
and 3d regiments of native cavalry; the other brigades being 
detached for the protection of our own provinces. 

The more I reflect on the glorious affair of the 11th, the 
more forcibly I feel the bravery and intrepidity displayed by 
every individual composing my army. I cannot find words to 
express my feelings on this occasion, nor can I sufficiently 
lament the loss of many brave fellows who have fallen. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship^s most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake.. 


No. LXXXVIIL 

Lieut*- General Lake to the Marquess fFelledey* 

Head Quarters, Camp, Delhy, Sept. Wth, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sept. 1803.] 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the army 
this morning commenced crossing the Jumna. I trust the 
whole will be on the opposite bank by the evening of the 
third day from hence. 

In consequence of the delay occasioned in preparing the 
necessary presents, I shall not visit his Majesty until the 16A 
instant. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship th^ Cokmd 
Macan has reported to me, that he took possesskm of Ihe 

fort of Firozahad on the 9th instant. 

My letter of the 7th will have informed your Lordahq) of 
M. Perron’s application for leave to pass throi^h the Ho- 
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nourable Company’s territories, on his way to Lucknow. I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship that M. Perron, 
accompanied by Messrs. Beckett and Fleury, passed Sarsnee 
on the 12th instant; the latter gentleman, who with some 
difficulty joined M* Perron, informed Colonel Ball, that the 
horse he had under his command had dispersed. 

I learn from all quarters, that the dispersion of the force 
that opposed me on the 11th, is most complete; and I ex- 
pect shortly to have it in my power to inform your Lordship, 
that Mons. Bourquain, alias Louis, and the other French 
officers in his army, have delivered themselves up, as they 
have alreadv requested to be allowed to throw themselves 
upon the protection of the British Government. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

6. Lake. 


No. LXXXIX. 

General Orders, by his Excellency the most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 

Fort Walliam, Sept. 15th, 1803. 

The Governor General in Council, under the strongest 
impressions of public gratitude, notifies to the army his 
unfeigned admiration of the distinguished conduct of the 
forces employed under the personal command of his Excel- 
lency General Lake, in the gallant and successful assault of 
the strong fort of Ally Ghur on the 4th instant. 

The proposals of surrender offered by the Commander-in- 
Chief to the garrison immediately after the retreat of M. 
Perron’s forces, afford the most convincing proof that the 
humanity of the British character is intimately connected 
with that spirit of alacrity and valour, which marked the 
Commander-in-Chief’s judicious resolution to meet the obsti- 
nacy of the enemy by an immediate assault of the place. 

The judgment and energy manifested by the Commander- 
in-Chief in the plan of the attack, correspond with the intre- 
pidity, spirit, and perseverance of his brave officers and 
soldiers, in executing the orders of their able and gallant 
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General; and the glorious result of the assault has consider- 
ably augmented the reputation of the British name and the 
honour of the British arms in India. 

The Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the 
Commander-in-Chief to express the particular and most dis- 
tinguished approbation with which his Excellency in Council 
has viewed the courage, firmness, and ability, £splayed by 
the honourable Lieut.-Colonel Monson in leading the attai^, 
under circumstances of the utmost degree of difficulty and 
danger. A strong sense of the interests of the public s^ 
vice, and a desire to witness a continuance of the glcnrious 
success of the British arms in India, render the Governor 
General in Council sincerely anxious that this excellent 
officer, (repeatedly distinguished by his conduct in various 
exigencies of the service) may speedily be enabled to resume 
the command of bis gallant corps, and to augment his claims 
upon the gratitude and applause of his country. 

The Governor General in Council also directs the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to signify to Lieut.-Colonel Browne, of the 
1st battalion 4th regiment native infantry, and to all the 
officers of that battalion, that his Excellency in Council enter- 
tains the highest sense of their meritorious exertions, and 
warmly approves their honourable services. 

The Governor General in Council also desires that his 
particular approbation may be signified to Major McLeod of 
the 76th regiment, to Captain Shipton of the artillery, and 
also to Lieut.-Colonel Horseford, Captains Bobertson and 
Greene. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction that the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council expresses his applause of the bravery, 
discipline and steadiness, of the men of bis Majesty’s 76& 
regiment, and of the corps of artillery, as well as of all the 
soldiers, who were employed on this brilliant service. 

The loss of Captain Cameron, Lieutenants Fleming, 
Browne, Campbell, St, Aubin, and Turton, is deplored by 
the Governor General in Council. Their country, tbdr 
friends, and their King, will however receive consolation for 
that loss, in reflecting upon the glory of their atcMevem^^, 
and upon the public advantage of their illustrious example. 

The Governor General in Conned directs the Conmiimder- 
uirChief to signify to Mr. Lucan the approbidicm with whkk 
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his Excellency in Council has remarked the services rendered 
by that gentleman to the cause of his native country, in the 
spirited exertion of British courage and public zeal It is 
highly satisfactory to his Excellency in Council to observe 
this meritorious example of a just attention to the duty which 
every British subject owes to the British Government in 
India. The Governor General in Council will not fail to 
reward the services of Mr. Lucan, in such manner as shall be 
recommended by the Commander-in-Chief. 

The Governor General in Council relies with confidence 
on the approved character of this army, and of the Com- 
mander-in-^hief, that their unabated magnanimity, skill, 'md 
peiseverance, will be ati^ended with a continuance of success, 
proportionate to the justice of our cause, and to the supe- 
riority of our aims. 

By commaiui of Ms Excellency the most Noble 
the Governor General in Cojmcil, 
li- Hook, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 


No. XC. 


LteuU^^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Head Quarters, Delhy, Sept. 1 5th, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sept. 28th, 1803.] 

I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship, that Messrs- 
Bourquain, Geslin, Guerinmier, Del. Perron, and Jean Pierre, 
yesterday delivered themselves up prisoners. 

They reside for the present in the fort under a guard. I 
shall however dispatch them in a few days under an escort 
to Putty Ghur, from whence they will embark for the Presi- 
dency. 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that I intend 
paying my first visit to his Majesty to-morrow morning. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

6. Lake. 
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No. XCI. 

[ji6Ut.“Colvti>€l HavcouYt to Captatn Affustrong^ Acting Military Sccrctaty 
to the Governor-General. 

Sir, Camp at Maaickapatam, Sept. 16tlk, 1803. 

I have the greatest satisfaction in stating to you for the 
information of his Excellency the most noble the Govemor- 
General, that I shall not be detained at this place beyond 
to-morrow, when I shall move towards Jaggernaut, having in 
two days passed a river not fordable, near a mile in breadth, 
with all the troops, camp equipage, stores and cattle, &c. I 
have also landed from the transport vessels two IS-pounders, 
with their carriages, &c. 

If it had not been for uncommon exertion from all corps, 
each individual and each department generally, I could not 
possibly have so expeditiously effected this operation, 

I shall march to-morrow to Nursingapacam, and from thence, 
on the following day, to Jaggernaut. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information 
of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, that 
although I am encamped in the midst of a highly cultivated 
country, surrounded by villages, whose inhabitants have not 
deserted them, or who having, at the moment of our first 
taking possession of this part of the Province of Cuttack, left 
their houses, are already returned to them, I have not received 
a single complaint. My bazaar is supplied by the native in- 
habitants, and a degree of confidence and security is mani- 
fested, and I trust, from the measures 1 have adopted, is 
completely experienced and established, which leaves me no 
more reason to doubt the continuance of that confidence than 
I have to doubt the continuance of the security. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. Harcourt, Lieut. CoL 
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No. XCII. 

Lieut^Generd Lake to the Marquess Wellesley* 

Head Quarters, Camp, Delhi, Sept. 17th, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Sept. 30th, 1803.] 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that in con- 
sequence of the hour fixed upon by his Majesty, I yesterday, 
attended by the chief officers of the army, waited on his 
Majesty at his palace in the fort. 

Akber Shah, his majesty’s eldest son, came to my camp to 
conduct me. 

His Majesty received me seated on his throne, when the 
presents were delivered, and the forms usual on those occa- 
sions were observed. 

His Majesty and the whole Court were unanimous in testi- 
f 3 dng their joy at the change that has taken place in their 
fortunes. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship s 
Most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. xcm. 

Lieut-General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

My Lord, Delhi, Sept. 17tli, 1803. 

Yesterday was passed according to the usual forms in wait- 
ing upon the King, making and receiving presents from his 
Majesty, when every thing was properly conducted on both 
sides. 

The crossing our troops is a most tedious operation from 
the scarcity of boats, and will prevent my moving towards 
Agra before the 2^d instant, on which day, or the day after, 
I shall hope to begin my march, and when that fort is taken 
I shall have little to do but to settle the country, at present 
of course we must adjust some little disorders in different parts ; 
however, they are so trifling that they are easily checked. 

The want of rain must make the collections very uncertain, 
and if we have not some, the consequences will be fatal, as a 
famine is to be apprehended. 
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I have engaged some irregular force this day under some 
Sirdars lately in the service of Perron ; two of them are of 
high character in that line, and I believe to be depended 
upon, at least as much if not more than any we can get. 
The state of the case my dear Lord is, the immense tract of ter- 
ritory we have gained requires a great, I may say, every great 
force to keep, and at this time it must be supposed there are 
numbers of people that will avail themselves of the unsettled 
state of the country to sow dissensions, and endeavour 
either to throw the country unto confusion, or take posses- 
sion of land and property of others, besides various reasons 
they may have for committing depredations, such as a 
dislike to any change of government, or old jealousies and 
animosities towards their neighbours. All these considera- 
tions render a very large force necessary, and as from my 
little army it is impossible for me to detach any more into 
the interior of the now acquired part of the Doab, it be- 
comes necessary to arrange matters for the protection and 
tranquillity of it, and I see at present no substitute for supplying 
the place of our troops, but having that description of people 
which are most likely to keep the people in order. You may 
depend upon it I will not have one man more than is necessary* 

The rapidity of our march and loss in action, will with 
wounded and sick have weakened my army very considera- 
bly, many of which cannot be replaced, and those men that 
are to be got in this country. Sepoys I mean, will require time 
to be made soldiers. I really think when peace is restored, 
and we have nothing to think of but internal arrangements 
that our army is not by any means equal to the number of 
posts that ought to be occupied to prevent depredations, 
which we are always liable to and which must be guarded 
against. 

After this is done, there ought always to be a disposable 
force, and I would have that respectable and not very small; 
if your Lordship comes to see your new territories, which I 
sincerely hope you will, 1 am convinced you will see the neces- 
sity of always keeping a very large army upon this frontier. 

I entreat your Lordship if possible, to ccnne up this season if 
all is quiet enough to allow you to leave Calcutta. 1 peremve 
by the letter from the Court of Directors, that they stOl in- 
cHne to reduce two regiments of native cavalry, when in my 
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opinion they ought to raise several more, they also talk of one 
regiment of European cavalry for Bengal, in my opinion, two 
at the least is necessary, and my firm opinion is, that five 
regiments of English infantry is necessary in the Bengal 
army, and those kept complete ; I have seen the good effects 
of the King’s troops, and am most thoroughly convinced that 
without a large proportion of them in this army, our pos- 
sessions in this country cannot be secure. 

When I have a little leisure, I will if your Lordship chooses 
it, write an official letter upon the subject, though perhaps it 
may be better to delay it till I can exactly ascertain the num- 
ber of points we ought to have posts at. 

I think we can have but httle dependance in the Sebundy 
corps here and there from the exertion of a particular man 
commanding them they will exert themselves, but in general I 
fear they imagine themselves stationary, get into habits of 
their own, and get connected too much with inhabitants ; 
but although I have said thus much, I should be sorry if 
any alteration took place respecting these corps till I can 
have some private conversation with your liordship. I think 
it is possible the new plan of your Lordship in forming pro- 
vincial battalions may prove much more useful from being 
under martial law, but the same objection still exists in the 
men becoming too intimately connected with the natives of 
that country in which they are raised. 

I suspect nothing but regular battalions will answer the 
purpose of keeping the country in order, and they, as I told 
you in a former letter, require much alteration in their system 
which is radically bad. 

I imagine Agra will cause us but little trouble and if I 
dared to divide my army, it would not be necessary for me to 
go there, but 1 have so many reasons which 1 shall not com- 
mit to paper, but keep them for your private ear, for being 
with them that I am determined not to separate them. 

The army, I am happy to say, are in high spirits, and I 
flatter myself ready to do anything I ask of them. Their good 
humour, patience, and readiness to obey any orders of mine 
is delightful and most satisfactory, and gives me the greatest 
confidence in them. 

I hear Monson is going on well, he is a most excellent man 


Police. 
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and incomparable officer- I cannot express how much, I 
admire his conduct at Alighur. 

If we could get hold of those brigands from the Deccan, 
not a Frenchman would be left in the country. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

With real attachment most truly yours, 
G. Lake. 

I forgot to say, that I looked upon the strong fort at 
Ilansi to be ours, as there are very few persons in it, and 
the person who commands has sent to say, he will give it up 
to me if I can send troops, which will be difficult, he there- 
fore will keep it, as the people he has in it are entirely his. 


No. XCIV. 

Lieut, •Colonel Hareourt to Captain Ar.nstrong^. 

Sir, Camp at Jaggemaut, Sept. 18, 1803. 

I beg you will be pleased to state to his Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor-General, that we have this day 
taken possession of the city of Jaggemaut. 

Upon application from the chief Brahmins of the Pagoda, 
I have afforded them guards (of Hindoos) and a most satis- 
fectory confidence is shewn by the brahmins, priests, and offi- 
cers of the Pagoda, and by the inhabitants of Jaggemaut, 
both in their present situation, and in the future protection 
of the British Government. 

From the general good conduct of the troops under my 
command, and from the strict attention which has been paid 
to my orders for preventing all interference with the inhabi- 
tants and natives, framed under the express injunctions of his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General, not a 
single complaint has been made to me ; though I have, by 
every practicable means, invited a direct communication of the 
least deviation from this important duty. 

I humbly beg leave to congratulate his Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor-General on this important acquisition to 
the British possessions in India. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
your most obedient and humble servant, 

G. Harcourt, 


VOL. ni. 
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No. XCV. 

Lieut^General Lahe to the Mttrquen Wellesley, 

My Lord, Delhi, Sept» 23, 1803. 

I have been honoured with your letters of the 10th 
instant, both of which have been most gratifying to my 
feelings, and I can assure your Lordship that the army have 
been highly pleased and flattered by your very handsome 
order respecting them. I really want words to express how 
sensible 1 am of your kindness and friendship to me upon 
all occasions, and most particularly so for the high opinion 
you entertain of my son, and your good intentions towards 
him. He has been with the King, and exceedingly well re- 
ceived by him ; but 1 did not send him in the first instance, 
and his Majesty has honoured him with a title. 1 could not 
leave hkn with the King, as from his being so young a major, 
he could not command ; and indeed I have no one in this 
array at all equal to the situation but Lieut.-Colonel Ochter- 
lony, (whose loss about myself I shall feel most severely) who 
I have left for the purpose of attending to his Majesty and 
commanding the troops ; I have the firmest reliance upon his 
probity, honour, and good sense, and think his manners with 
the natives appear to be well calculated for the responsible 
post I have placed him in. He is the only man that I have 
seen since I came to India that I could repose much confidence 
in, but I feel perfectly secure of him, which you may easily 
imagine from knowing how I am situated m regard to confi- 
dential people ; he has been a great relief to me, and of course 
the parting from him will be severely felt by me. However, 
I must resign him for a moment for the public good, and not 
think of my own private interests. I believe nothing I could 
have said to my son, or given him, would have made him 
happy in being left here; on the contrary, I am convinced, 
although he would readily have acquiesced in any wish of 
mine, he would have been wretched if left behind the army. 
I really do think he is a most promising officer ; indeed, I 
may say, (though a father) without partiality, that he is far 
beyond any thing I could have expected at his years, and that 
in my opinion, with a little more experience, with the love he 
has for his profession, he will make a figure in history as a 
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soldier. He is of amazing use to me in the field, and were 
I not prevented, from delicacy, I should mention his name in 
very high terms in all my despatches.* 

I shall move for Agra to-morrow, and hope before fifteen 
days are at an end, to report it yours. 

It affords me great satisfaction to see by a despatch from 
Captain Armstrong that my movements have been precisely 
as you wished, and am most happy that events have been 
so favourable, and have only to pray God they may continue 
so. 

I have held a Durbar this morning for all the nobles of the 
Court, and others, who were, I hope, pleased with their recep- 
tion ; they declare themselves attached to the English, which 
we most wish to be the case, and believe it ; they of course are 
like the king, much reduced in circumstances. I am this even^ 
ing to take leave of his Majesty. 

Believe me ever, my dear Lord, 
your attached and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. XCVL 

The Hon. Major-General Welledey to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Camp at Assure, Sept. 24, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received Oct. 30, 1803, 

I was joined by Major Hill with the last of the convoys 
expected from the river Kistna on the 18th, and on the 20th 
was enabled to move forward towards the enemy, who had 
been joined in the course of the last seven or eight days by 
the infantry under Colonel Pohlman, by that belongmg to 
Begum Sumroo, and by another brigade of infantry, the name 
of whose commander I have not ascertained. The enemy’s 
army was collected about Bokerdun, and between that place 
and Jaffierabad. 

I was near Colonel Stevenson’s corps on the 21st, and had 
a conference with that officer, in which we concerted a plan 
to attack the enemy’s army with the divisions under our com- 

* Had the life of this promisinjar young officer been spared, he would 
probably have realized his father's expectations, but he fell at Roli^ in 
Portugal, on the 17th of August, 1808. — 
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mand on the 24th in the morning, and we marched on the 
22nd, Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and I by the 
eastern route round the hills between Budnapour and 
Jalna. 

On the 2Srd I arrived at Naulniah, and there received a 
report that Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar had moved off in 
the morning with their cavalry, and that the infantry were 
about to follow, but were still in camp at the distance of about 
six miles from the ground on which I had intended to en- 
camp. It was obvious that the attack was no longer to be 
delayed ; and having provided for the security of my bag- 
gage and stores at Naulniah, I marched on to attack the 
enemy. 

I found the whole combined army of Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar encamped on the bank of the Kaitna river, 
nearly on the ground which I had been informed that they 
occupied. Their right, which consisted entirely of cavalry, 
was about Bokerdun, and extended to their corps of infantry, 
which were encamped in the neighbourhood of Assye. Al- 
though I came first in front of their right, I determined to 
attack their left ; as the defeat of their corps of infantry was 
most likely to be effectual ; accordingly I marched round to 
their left flank, covering the march of the column of infantry 
by the British cavalry in the rear, and by the Mahratta and 
Mysore cavalry on the right flank. 

We passed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond the enemy’s 
left flank, and I formed the infantry immediately in two lines, 
with the British cavalry as a reserve in a third, in an open 
space between that river and a nullah running parallel to it. 
The Mahratta and Mysore cavalry occupied the ground be- 
yond the Kaitna on our left flank, and kept in check a large 
body of the enemy’s cavalry which had followed our march 
from the right of their own position. 

The enemy had altered the position of their infantry pre- 
vious to our attack ; it was no longer, as at first, along the 
Kaitna ; but extended from that river across to the village of 
Assye upon the Nullah, which was upon our right. We at- 
tacked them immediately, and the troops advanced under a 
very hot fire from cannon, the execution of which was terrible. 
The picquets of the infantry, and the 74th regiment, which 
were on the right of the first and second lines, suffered par- 
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ticularly irom the fire of the guns on the left of the enemy’s 
position near Assye. The enemy’s cavalry also made an at- 
tempt to charge the 74th regiment at the moment when they 
were most exposed to this fire, but they were cut up by the 
British cavalry, which moved on at that moment. At length 
the enemy’s line gave way in all directions, and the British 
cavalry cut in among their broken infantry ; but some of their 
corps went off in good order, and a fire was kept up on our 
troops from many ot the guns from which the enemy had bemi 
first driven, by individuals who had been passed by the line 
under the supposition that they were dead. 

Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, charged 
one large body of infantry, which had retired, and was formed 
again, in which operation he was killed; and some time 
elapsed, before we could put an end to the straggling fire, 
which was kept up by individuals from the guns from which 
the enemy were driven. The enemy’s cavalry also, which had 
been hovering round us throughout the action, was still near 
us. At length, when the last formed body of infantry gave 
way, the whole went off, and left in onr hands ninety pieces 
of cannon. 

This victory, which was certainly complete, has, however, 
cost us dear. Your Excellency will perceive by the inclosed 
return, that our loss in officers and men has been very great j 
and in that of Lieut-Colonel Maxwell and other officer^ 
whose names are therein included, greatly to be regretted. 

I cannot write in too strong terms of the conduct of the 
troops ; they advanced in the best order, and with the great- 
est steadiness, under a most destructive fire, against a l^y 
of infantry fer superior in numbers, who appeared determined 
to contend with them to the last, and who were driven firom 
their guns onljy by the bayonet; and notwithstanding the 
numbers of the enemy’s cavalry, and the repeated demonstra- 
tions they made of an intention to charge, they were kept at 

a distance by our infantry. ^ 

I am particularly indebted to Lieufc-Colonel Harness, and 
Lieuti-Colonel Wallace, for the manner in which they con- 
ducted their brigades ; and to all the officers of the staff for 
the assistance I received firom them. The officers ccanmand- 
ing brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and the mounted 
officers of the infantry had their horses shot under them. 
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I have also to draw your Excellency’s notice to the conduct 
of the cavalry commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, par* 
ticularly that of the 19 th dragoons. 

The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntee Ghaut, and 
I propose to follow them as soon as I can place my captured 
guns and the wounded in security. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
with the greatest respect, 

your Excellency’s most obedient, 
and faithful humble servant, 

Arthur Wellesley. 

Colonel Stevenson arrived this morning at Bokerdun, and 
I imagine that he will be here this evening. 


No. XCVIL 

Lord Hohart to the Marqueu fFeUeeley. 

Downing Street, 2nd May, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received 25tlii September, 1803.] 

I am commanded by the King, to signify to you his Ma- 
jesty’s most gracious permission to accept, and to wear the 
honour conferred upon your Lordship by the Grand Signior, 
in the order of the Crescent of the first rank ; and I am fur- 
ther commanded to desire that your Lordship will notify the 
same gracious permission to Major-General Baird, and to the 
other officers who have received similar honours from the Otto- 
man Court. 

The King has also approved of your Lordship having worn 
the insigma of the said order, and of your having authorized 
the officers above-mentioned to wear the respective badges 
transmitted to them by the Grand Signior, until his Majesty’s 
pleasure should be made known to you. 

In executing these his Majesty’s most gracious commands, 
I cannot refrain from offering to your Lordship my sincere 
and cordial congratulations upon this distinguished mark of 
his sublime Highness’s just appreciation of the important ser- 
vices rendered by your Lordship’s government, to the allied 
cause in Egypt. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 

Hobart. 
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The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Hobart, 

My Lord, Fort TOlliam, September 26th, 1803. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
'Lordship's despatch of the 2nd of May, 1808, signifying to me 
his Majesty's most gracious permission to accept, and to wear 
the order of the Crescent of the first rank, conferred upon 
me by the Grand Signior. 

I request your Lordship to submit to his Majesty the 
dutiful sense of gratitude with which I have received this 
distinguished mark of his Majesty's favour. 

I have received with great satisfaction his Majesty's 
approbation of my conduct, in having authorized Major 
General Baird, and the other officers, who have received 
similar honours from the Ottoman Porte, to wear the res- 
pective badges transmitted to them by the Grand Signior 
until his Majesty’s pleasure should be made known to me* 
In conformity to his Majesty’s commands, I have communi- 
cated in public orders to the officers above-mentioned, the 
notification of his Majesty’s gracious peifmission to accept, 
and to wear the honours conferred on them respectively by 
the Ottoman Porte. 

I cannot conclude this letter without requesting your Lord- 
ship to accept the expression of my most cordial acknow- 
ledgments for the obliging manner in which you have been 
pleased to signify to me his Majesty's most gracious com- 
mands on this occasion. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley* 


No. XCIX. 

Tike Marquess WeUesley to Lord Hobart, 

(Official and Secret) 

My Lord, waiiam. Sept. 26th, 1803. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s despatch noted in the margin,* and of the copy 
which is enclosed of his Majesty’s message to both Houses of 
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Parliament, announcing the rupture of the negotiation with 
the French Government, and the recommencement of hos^ 
tilities. 

2. In obedience to his Majesty’s commands signified in your 
Lordship’s letter, I have issued the necessary orders for the 
capture of all French ships and vessels in India, and have 
adopted the most effectual measures within my power for the 
protection of the trade and dominions of the Company, 

3. My despatch of the 1st of August, 1803,* will have 
apprized your Lordship that, until that time, I had deemed 
it to be necessary to withhold the restitution of all forts and 
possessions on the Continent of India conquered from the 
French during the war. 

4. Having received no further intimation of the station^ 
destination, or designs of General De Caen, nor any advice 
from Europe, which could justify any change of my former 
determination, all the forts and possessions of the French 
on the Continent of India conquered during tiie war, still 
remain in the hands of the British Govemmmit, limber the 
operation of my orders of the 24th of November, and 
9th of July, 1803, to which my despatch of the 1st of August, 
1803, referred. 

5. In consequence of my instructions to Lord Clive of the 
9th of July, 1803, (of which a copy is enclosed to your Lord- 
ship in my despatch of the 1st of August, 1803,) I entertain 
no doubt that Lord William Bentinck has compelled M. 
Birrot and the French troops at Pondicherry, to surrender as 
prisoners of war, and has adopted the necessary measures 
with respect to such subjects of France as may have been 
found within the limits of his Lordship’s government, imme- 
diately upon receiving a copy of his Majesty’s commands of 
the 17th of May, 1803. 

6. His Majesty’s pleasure respecting the detention of 
Dutch ships and property, under the reservations stated by 
your Lordship will be strictly obeyed. With regard to the 
settlements belonging to the Batavian Government, on the 
Continent of India, no commissary, or public officer authorized 
by that government to claim the possession of any of those 
settlements having yet arrived in India, all the settlements on 
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the Continent of India conquered from the Dutch during the 
war, actually remain in the possession of the British Govern- 
ment. 

7. Your Lordship will observe that even if a claim had 
been preferred by any commissary, or other public oflScer, 
duly authorized to demand possession of any of the settle- 
ments of the Batavian Government on the Continent of India, 
my orders of the ^4th of November, 180^, and of the 9th of 
July, 1803, to which I have already referred, would have 
prevented the restitution of any such settlements to the Ba- 
tavian Government, until his Majesty’s further commands 
could have been received. 

8. In the actual state of affairs in India, the security of 
the Company’s possessions will demand the immediate demo- 
lition of the fortifications of Cochin, and although I have not 
yet transmitted any special instructions to the Goveniment of 
Fort St. George on that subject, I entertain a confident ex- 
pectation that the vigilance of Lord William Bentinck will 
have induced his Lordship to anticipate my opinion with 
regard to that important position. Your Lordship may rely 
on a full and early communication of my sentiments and pro- 
ceedings respecting Cochin, and I am satisfied that you will 
sanction the justice and policy of those considerations, which 
demand the immediate demolition of the fortifications of that 
place. 

9. Of the Dutch settlements in the Eastern Seas, con- 
quered during the war, the possession of Malacca has been 
retained under the general operation of my instructions, but 
restitution of the Moluccas has been made to certain persons 
acting in the name of the Batavian Bepublic, under circum- 
stances which will require your Lordship’ s special notice, and 
will form the subject of a separate despatch. It does not 
appear to me to be practicable to make any attempt to re- 
cover the Moluccas at the present moment, but your Lord- 
ship may rely upon my most earnest exertion to accomplish 
his Slajesty’s commands in this respect at the earliest prac- 
ticable period of time. 

10. The same considerations which prevent in the present 
crisis any attempt against the Moluccas, must necessarfiy 
preclude any extended or expensive expedition against the 
Mauritius or Batavia. 
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11. Your Lordship may, however, be assured that, even 
in^he> probable event of an early and prosperous termination 
of the existing contest between the British Government in 
India and the confederated Mahratta chieftains, I shall not 
attempt to undertake any expedition either against the Mau- 
ritius or Batavia. 

1/Sj. No expedition could be undertaken against either the 
Mauritius or Batavia with any prospect of success unless the 
armament should be formed upon a scale of such extent as 
should be superior to the strength of the fortifications and 
garrisons of the places to be attacked. 

13. Your Lordship is fully apprized that any armament 
formed upon such a scale against either of those strong places 
must be of considerable extent, and that it must consequently 
involve a degree of expense proportioned to the important 
objects which it must be calculated to accomplish. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. C. 


The Gmsernor General in Council to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
' ^of the Honourable *the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Sept. 25th, 1803. 

1. In our address to your Honourable Committee of the 
1st of August,* the Governor-General in Council communi- 
cated to your Honourable Committee the state of the nego- 
tiations between the British Government and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, at the date of our latest 
advices from the Resident at Scindiah's court. The disposi- 
tion manifested by those chieftains at that period of time, 
afforded the strongest indication of a resolution on their part 
to persist in their refusal to comply with the just and reason- 
able demands of the British Government by withdrawing their 
armies from the menacing position which they had occupied 
on the frontier of the Nizam. The Resident, however, con- 
tinued to employ every practicable endeavour to effect a 
change in the sentiments and conduct of those chieftains, but 
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without success ; and the negotiation finally t^&ninated by 
the departure of the Resident from the camp of Dowlut Kao 
Scindiah on the 3d of August.* 

The result of these negotiations having now placed the 
British Government in a state of war with the confederated 
chieftains, the Governor-General in Council deems it proper, 
with a view to enable your Honourable Committee to form a 
judgment of the hostile disposition of those chieftains and of 
the unavoidable necessity of resorting to arms for the defence 
and security of our rights and interests, and those of our 
allies, to state the progress of the late discussions between 
the Resident and the confederates *with as much detail as the 
compass of a despatch overland will admit. 

3. It is necessary to apprize your honourable Committee 
in this place, that on the 17th June the Governor-General 
received information, which his Excellency considered to be 
authentic, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had addressed letters 
to Ghunnee Behauder and Himmut Behaudur (the officers 
exercising the chief authority on the part of hjs Highness 
the Peishwa in the province of Bundelcund) requiring them 
to be prepared to co-operate with the confederated Mahratta 
armies in hostile measures against the British possessions, 
and that Dhurrum Rao, the commanding officer of a consi*» 
derable body of horse which had been despatched by Scindiah 
in the month of April to Kalpee, a station on the north-west- 
ern bank of the Jumna contiguous to the British territories, 
had received orders from Scindiah to the same effect. 

4. On receipt of this information, the Governor-General 
deemed it proper to direct the Resident to require Dowht 
Rao Scindiah to acknowledge or to disavow those orders; 
and accordingly at a conference between the Resident and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, holden on the 16th JnX% the Resident 
stated the substance of that information to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, and required him to declare whether he had actually 
issued orders of the nature described. 

5. In reply Dowlut Rao Scindiah assured the Resident, in 
the most solemn manner, that he had never issued such 
orders either to the Peishwa’s officers in Bundelcund, or to 
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Dhurrum Rao, and that the latter chieftain had been espe- 
cially directed to respect the British territories. 

6. The amicable tenor of the language and behaviour of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah at this interview, induced the Resident 
to renew the subject of Scindiah’s return to Hindostan ; in 
answer to the Resident’s observations on that subject, Scin- 
diah’s principal minister replied, that as soon as Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar should receive favourable answers to 
the letters which they had lately addressed to the Governor- 
General, those chieftains would repair to their respective 
countries. 

7. The Governor-General having declared in his letters 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, that the Bri- 
tish Government had no intention to disturb the established 
order of the Mahratta state, and those chieftains having dis- 
tinctly acknowledged that the treaty of Bassein contained no 
stipulations injurious to their rights, the assurance which the 
letters of those chieftains required, that the British Govjern- 
ment and the Peishwa entertained no designs to subvert the 
engagements subsisting between his Highness and the feuda- 
tory chieftains of the Mahratta empire, had been in fact 
anticipated; and the confirmation of it could not justly be 
considered by those chieftains to be in any degree necessary 
for the security of their just rights and interests. 

8. This declaration however, and the manner in which it 
was delivered, appeared to the Governor-General to afford a 
more satisfactory indication than those chieftains had mani- 
fested, of a disposition to comply with the demands of the 
British Government. These favourable impressions were 
corroborated by an explicit acknowledgment, publicly made 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to the Resident on that occasion, 
that the treaty of Bassein not only contained no stipulations 
injurious to the general interests of the Mahratta feudatories, 
but afforded to them additional security. This declaration 
also induced the Governor-General to hope, that if the sepa- 
ration and return of the confederate armies to their respective 
territories, really depended on the assurances which Dowluj: 
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar had required from the 
Governor-General, the satisfaction which the honourable 
Major-General Wellesley, under the powers vested in him 
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by the Governor-General’s instructions of the mth June, 
would be enabled to afford to those chieftains on the point in 
Reference to the Governor-General, would induce them to 
manifest the proof which the Governor-General had demanded 
of the sincerity of their amicable professions, and would be 
a test of their sincerity. 

9. The Governor-General also had reason to expect that 
in the apparent temper of those chieftains at that period of 
time, the firm and amicable remonstrances and declarations 
which Major-General Wellesley, in a letter to the Resident 
under date the 18th of July, written on the receipt of the 
Governor-General’s instructions of the 26th June, directed 
the Resident to make to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar, would induce those chieftains to comply with the 
just and moderate requisitions of the British Government 

10 . In that letter Major-General Wellesley apprized the Re- 
sident of the powers vested in him by the Governor-General’s 
instructions of the 26th of June, and desired the Resident to 
communicate to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Be- 
rar, the delegation of those powers to Major-General Wel- 
lesley, and to state to those chieftains that Major-General 
Wellesley was prepared to attend to their interests, and to 
enter into negotiations with them on any points affecting those 
interests ; but that it was indispensably necessary that tho^ 
chieftains should previously withdraw their troops from the 
menacing position which they occupied on the frontier of the* 
Nizam’s dominions, and return to their usual stations in Hm- 
dostan and Berar, in which event Major-General Wellesley 
would also withdraw the troops under his command. Major- 
General Wellesley further instructed the Resident to intimate 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, that those 
chieftains having declared that they had no intention to ob- 
struct the execution of the treaty of Bassein, or to march to 
Poonah, or to invade the territories of the Nizam, their re- 
fusal to separate their armies, and to retire to their ustial 
stations, would be inconsistent with those declarations, and a 
proof of their insincerity ; and Major-General Wellesley ac- 
cordingly directed the Resident to renew that requisition, and 
to apprize those chieftains that their compliance with it af- 
forded the only means of preserving peace between tl^m and 
the British Government. MajorGeneral Weflesley provided 



334 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAl IN COUNCIL TO Sept, 

agidnst the objection which Dowlut Rao Scindiah might 
eventually urge to the immediate return of his army to Hin- 
dostan, founded on the difficulty of crossing the rivers Tap- 
tee and Nerbuddal^ at that particular season, by observing 
that those difficulties were by no means insurmountable, and 
that at all events his army could retreat without difficulty to 
Burhaunpore, where he might make arrangements for their 
passage over the Nerbuddah. Major-General Wellesley at 
the same time observed that no objection of a similar nature 
could be urged by the Rajah of Berar to the immediate re- 
turn of his army to Berar, and signified to the Resident that if 
the Rajah of Berar should return towards Nagpore, and if 
Scindiah should adopt the measures above described pre- 
paratory to his crossing the Nerbuddah, Major-General Wel- 
lesley would be satisfied; but should those chieftains be re- 
solved to maintain their position on the Nizam’s frontier, the 
Resident was directed to apprize them that he had received 
Major-General Wellesley’s orders to quit the camp of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah without delay. 

IL Under this aspect of affairs the Governor-General 
deemed it expedient to issue instructions to his Excellency the 
commander-in-chief in Oude, calculated to adapt the course of 
his Excellency’s proceedings to the eventual alternative either 
of peace or war. 

12 . With a view to connect the several stages of the ne- 
gotiation between the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and the confederated chieftains, it is proper to apprize your 
honourable Committee, that on the 9th of July, after the de- 
livery of the letters from those chieftains to the address of 
the Governor-General, the Resident applied to the honour- 
able Major-General Wellesley for his opinion with regard to 
the course of proceeding which it would be advisable for the 
Resident to pursue in the actual crisis of affairs. In reply to 
this reference, and previously to Major-General Wellesley’s 
being apprized of the powers vested in him by the Governor- 
Generals instructions of the ^6th of June, that officer stated 
it to be his opinion, founded on the instructions and the senti- 
ments of the Governor-General, and on the actual state of 
circumstances, that those chieftains should be required to re- 
tire with their armies within the limits of their respective 
territories without further delay. Major-General Wellesley 
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at the same tima addressed a letter to Dowhit Rao Scixidiab^ 
containing a requisition to that eSect. 

13. That letter distinctly states the grounds on which Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Barar were required to 
return with their armies to their respective territories, and 
this just and incontroverdble statement was accompanied by 
a corresponding offer on Ae part of Major-General Wel- 
lesley to withdraw the troops under his command from their 
advanced position, and by the assurance which those chibf- 
tains had required as the condition of their entire acquies- 
cence in the arrangements concluded between the British 
Government and the Peishwa. 

14. Your honourable Committee will not fail to deduce a 
conclusion highly favourable to the equity and liberality of 
hese concessions, by contrasting the circumstances under 
vhich the confederated chieftains assembled their armies in_ 
he position from which they were required to retire with the 
notives and objects which had regulated the movement ' and 
position of the British troops. The proceedings of the con- 
ederated chieftains were manifestly of a menacing and ag- 
gressive nature, and the position of their united armies on the 
Trontier of our ally, enabled them to carry into immediate 
execution the hostile designs which the conduct and the lan- 
guage of those chieftains had previously indicated. The 
movement of the British troops, as far as it respected the 
Rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was purely de- 
fensive. The condition of his Highness the Peishwa’s Go- 
vernment would alone have. justified and required the march 
of the British subsidiary force from Poonah. 

15. Under these circumstances those chieftains were not 
entitled to any corresponding concessions on our part, and 
their refusal to comply, unconditionally with the requisitions 
of Major-General Wellesley, would have justified an immedi- 
ate resort to arms. The offer of Major-General Wellesley, 
therefore, to withdraw the troops under his command from 
the vicinity of Ahmednuggur, and the assurances with which 
it was accompanied, afforded the most unequivocal proof of 
the pacific intentions of the British Government, and deprived 
those chieftains of every pretext for continuing to maintain 
their armies in their united and menacing position on tlie 
frontier of our ally. 
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16, The Resident transmitted Major*6eneral Wellesley’s 
letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with a message calculated to 
enforce the representations which it contained^ and intimating 
that the proposition of Major-General Wellesley, to withdraw 
the British forces whenever Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
should retire with their armies to their respective territories, 
afforded a satisfactory proof of the pacific intentions of the 
British Government, and that under this assurance, the con- 
tinued refusal of those chieftains to comply with the just de- 
mands of the British Government, would he a public and 
manifest demonstration of the insincerity of their professions, 
and of the hostility of their designs. The Resident also di- 
rected the attention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to the assurance 
afforded at the close of Major-General Wellesley’s letter, and 
signified to that chieftain, that the declaration which that 
letter contained, on the point on which the two chieftains 
had expressed their solicitude was such as to leave them 
no plea for delaying their march towards their r^pective 
dominions. 

17. Major-General Wellesley’s letter and the represen- 
tation which accompanied its delivery appeared to produce a 
favourable impression on the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
who immediately despatched his principal minister to the 
camp of the Rajah of Berar for the purpose of consulting that 
chieftain on the subject. 

18* The Resident also despatched his native secretary to 
the Rajah of Berar with a message similar- to that which he 
had sent to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

19. The Rajah of Berar did not manifest a disposition to 
comply with Major-General Wellesley’s requisition, and re- 
ferred the decision of the question to the result of a confer- 
ence with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which accordingly took place 
on the Slst of July, and on the encuing day the Resident ad- 
dressed a note to Dowlut Rao Scindiah demanding a reply to 
Major-General Wellesley’s letter. To this note no answer 
was returned. 

£0. The Resident having subsequently received Major- 
General Wellesley’s letter of the 18th of July, addre««sed me- 
morials to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar in 
the terms prescribed by Major-General Wellesley in answer 
to those memorials. The Resident was informed by both 
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Dowlut Rao Scindial and the Rajah of Berar, that dbeir re- 
ply to Major-General Wellesley’s requisitions slfll depended 
on a conference between those chieftains, and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah at the same time invited the Resident to a confer- 
ence on the 25th of July, in consequence of a message pre- 
viously conveyed to him by the Resident desiring an inter- 
view. 

At this conference the Resident repeated to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah all the arguments and observations ^ated in 
Major-General Wellesley’s instructions, and again nxged 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s compliance with Major-General Wel- 
lesley’s requisitions. 

22, In reply to this demand the following objections were 
urged by Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s principal minister on the 
part of that chieftain. That the forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar were encamped in their own terri- 
tories; that those chieftains had solemnly promised not to 
ascend the Adjuntee Pass, nor to march to Poonah ; that they 
had already given to the Governor-General assurances in 
writing that they never would attempt to subvert the treaty 
of Bassein, which assurances were unequivocal proofs of fheir 
amicable intentions ; that they proposed to despatch vakeels 
to his Highness the Peishwa for the purpose of obtaining 
from his Highness an assurance similar to that which they 
had lately received from the Hon. Major-General Wellesley ; 
and lastly, that the treaty at that time under negotiation te- 
tween Scindiah and Holkar was not completely ^ttled, and 
that until it should be finally concluded, Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
could not return to Hindostan. 

2S. In answer to these objections the Resident referred to 
Major-General Wellesley’s declaration, that it was impossible 
to confide in the promises and assurances of the confederated 
chieftains whilst their armies occupied a position unnecessary 
to their security, and menacing the frontier of our ally the 
Nizam. The Resident further observed, that if Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah derived any just advantage from Lis present position 
or if the continuance of his army in that position was in any 
degree necessary for the defence of his own possessions, due 
allowance would be made for the exigency of the case ; but it 
was manifest that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had no enenues in 
that quarter, and that far from deriving any advantage from 
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his present position, he incurred an intolerable expense, and 
was exposed to the greatest inconvenience in his actual situa- 
tion ; that his continuance, therefore, in that situation, could 
only be ascribed to hostile designs against the British Govern- 
ment or its allies. The Resident also reminded Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that he had long since apprized that chieftain and 
the Rajah of Berar that the Governor-General could yield no 
credit to the sincerity of their promises unless those chief- 
tains returned to their respective capitals. The Resident 
further remarked that Major-General Wellesley having been 
vested with full powers for the conduct of political and mili- 
tary affairs, the assurance afforded by Major-General Wel- 
lesley in his letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah was as valid and 
binding as if it had been given by the Governor-General him- 
self; that Major-General Wellesley, however, would not ob- 
ject to the despatch of vakeels to the court of Poonah on the 
part of the confederated chieftains, provided those chieftains 
immediately retired with their armies from the frontm of the 
Nizam’s dominions. Finally, the Resident observed, that 
Boorhaunpore was a much more eligible situation than the 
frontier of the Nizam’s dominions for prosecuting any negoti- 
ation which might be depending between Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah and Jbswunt Rao Holkar (who at that time occupied a 
position between the Taptee and Nerbuddah) and the Resi- 
dent concluded by insisting on an immediate and distinct re- 
ply to the requisition of Major-General Wellesley. 

24. The minister appeared unable to answer the preceding 
arguments and observations, and endeavoured to evade the 
further discussion of the subject, by promising to afford the 
satisfaction required in the course of a fe\^ days. The Resi- 
dent replied that Major-General Wellesley’s letter having 
been delivered five days before, a sufficient time had been 
allowed for deliberation, and that under these circumstances 
the Resident could not submit to further procrastination on 
the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. This declaration pro- 
duced a further discussion between the Resident and Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah ; but that chieftain and his ministers having at 
length solemnly assured the Resident that he should recei\e 
a distinct and satisfactory reply on the 28th of July in the 
presence of the Rajah of Berar, the Resident consented to 
wait until that day for their final decision. 
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25 . The Governor-General in council requests your honour- 
able Committee’s attention to the explicit declaration of Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah respecting the depending negotiation with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar. The avowed object of that negotiation 
was to induce Jeswunt Rao Holkar to form a Junction with 
the confederated armies. It was manifestly unconnected with 
any apprehension on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah for the 
security of his dominions against the designs of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar ; had that been the object, it was obviously the inte- 
rest of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to proceed with the utmost 
expedition for the defence of his northern dominions against 
the apprehended designs of Holkar, who at that time occu- 
pied a position between the rivers Taptee and Nerbuddah. 
The plea, therefore, urged by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for 
maintaining his position on the frontier of the Nizam’s domi- 
nions, was a manifest indication of the intention of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar to obtain the junction 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar for purposes hostile to the British 
Government and its allies, and confirmed the opinion, that 
the object of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
in protracting their discussions with the Resident, was to se- 
cure the junction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar previously to the 
commencement of hostilities with the British Govenmo^nt, 
and to enter upon a contest with the advantage of a consider- 
able accession of force and of a season more favourable for 
the movements and operations of the confederated armies. 

26 . Under these circumstances no reliance could be placed 
on the promises and amicable professions of the confederated 
chieftains, unaccompanied by the separation and return of 
their armies to their respective territories in Berar and the 
north-west of Hindostan. 

27 . With regard to the observation of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s ministers, that the armies of the Rajah of Berar and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah were actually encamped within their 
own territories, it may be remarked that the state of their 
possessions in that quarter did not require the presence of 
those armies for the purpose either of establishing the in- 
ternal tranquillity of those possessions, or of providing for 
their defence against any external attack. That necessity 
had never been urged by either of those chieftains, nor could 
any such argument have been justly maintained. 
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28. The right of the British Government, therefore, to re- 
quire Dowlut Rao Scindiah and thfe Rajah of Berar to remove 
their armies from the menacing position which they occupied 
on the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, and in which they 
had formed a junction for the purpose avowed by Scindiah, 
of eventual war with the Company and its allies, could not be 
affected by the circumstance of their being encamped within 
the territory belonging to either of those chieftains. 

29. With respect to the necessity asserted by those chief- 
tains of obtaining from the Peishwa assurances similar to those 
which they had received from Major-General Wellesley, those 
chieftains were aware that under the provisions of the treaty 
of Bassein the guarantee of the British Government afforded 
sufficient security against any violation of subsisting engage- 
ments on the part of his Highness and those chieftains must 
have been satisfied that in the actual state of our relations to 
the Peishwa’s government, his Highness did not pMsips the 
power of injuring the acknowledged rights of the H&i%iatta 
feudatories without the aid and concurrence of the Brit^h 
Government. 

30. These manifest subterfuges tended to increase the ne- 
cessity of requiring an immediate compliance with the de- 
mands of Major-General Wellesley. 

31. In consequence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s solemn pro- 
mise to the Reoident to deliver a distinct and satisfactory re- 
ply to his demands on the 28th of July, the Resident sent a 
message on that day desiring to be informed at what hour it 
would be convenient for Scindiah to grant the promised audi- 
ence. 

32. In reply to this message, the Resident was informed, 
that on that day a conference was to be holden between Scin- 
diah and the Rajah of Berar ; that it was not proper for the 
Resident to attend at that conference, but that he should be 
apprized of the time which should subsequently be appointed 
for his attendance. 

33. Youi honourable Committee will not fail to remark the 
indignity offered to the Representative of the British Govern- 
ment by Scindiah on this occasion ; after having promised to 
return a decided answer to the Resident on the subject of the 
depending question of peace or war with the Company and 
Its allies in the presence of the Rajah of Berar on a specific 
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day, Dowlut Rao Scindiah not only neglected to desire the 
presence of the Resident at the meeting intended to be holden 
for such an avowed purpose on that day between Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar, but openly prohibited the attend- 
ance of Colonel Collins ; and without assigning any pretext 
for a further delay, or even apologizing for so flagrant a vio- 
lation of promise postponed the proposed answer on the im- 
portant question at issue to an indefinite period of time. 

34. The Resident replied to this intimation by animadvert- 
ing on Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s violation of his promise, and 
by apprizing that chieftain, that he should wait until noon of 
the succeeding day for an explicit answer, and that in the 
event of his being disappointed, the Resident would despatch 
his advanced tents on the road to Aurungabad, and proceed 
himself on the following day. 

35. In consequence of this declaration, the £9th of July 
was appointed for an interview between the Resident and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah ; and the Resident being desirous of 
making another effort to induce Scindiah to comply with the 
demands of the British Government, consented to postpone 
his departure and to attend Dowlut Rao Scindiah at the time 
appointed. 

36. The principal topics of this conference consist^ in a 
repetition of the former discussions ; the minister declared 
that Dowlut Rao Scindiah must again consult the Rajah of 
Berar before he could return a decided answer to Major- 
General Wellesley’s requisitions, and concluded by request- 
ing the Resident to postpone his departure for two or three 
days more. The Resident then informed Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, that he was satisfied that the object of this evasive con- 
duct on the part of that chieftain was merely to gain time for 
the accomplishment of some particular purpose; that the 
Resident had been positively directed by Major-General 
Wellesley to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah when he 
should have reason to be convinced of the resolution of the 
confederated chieftains to maintain their position on the fron- 
tier of the Nizam’s possessions ; and that the Resident would 
accordingly commence his journey to Aurungabad on the 
morning of the 31st. 

37. The Resident immediately addressed a memorial to 
the Rajah of Berar, stating to that chieftain the substance of 
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his late communications with the Court of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, and apprizing him of his determination to quit Scindiah’s 
camp on the 81st of July, unless he should previously receive 
a satisfactory reply to Major-General Wellesley’s requisi-* 
tions. 

38. On the night of the 30th of July the Resident received 
a note from Dowlut Rao Scindiah acknowledging the receipt 
of a copy of the Resident’s memorial addressed to the Rajah 
of Berar, and requesting that the Resident would meet him 
at the tents of the Rajah of Berar on the following day, for 
the purpose of a furtW discussion of the depending ques- 
tions. 

39. To this note the Resident returned a verbal reply, 
signifying that he would transmit an answer from the place to 
which he proposed to march the, following day. The Resi- 
dent, however, being prevented by heavy wm from com- 
mencing his journey agreeably to his intention m the 31st, 
and having received from the Rajah of Berar a ^uest simi- 
lar to that which had been conveyed to him by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, the Resident complied with their united solicita- 
tions and met those chieftains on the evening of that day at 
the tents of the Rajah of Berar, 

40. At this conference the same discussions which had 
passed on the former interviews were renewed, but were fol- 
lowed by several successive propositions on the part of those 
chieftains.^ 

41. Their first proposition was, that the united forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar should retire 
to Boorhaimpoor, and that the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley should withdraw the British troops to their usual 
stations. Your honourable Committee will not fail to remark 
the insidious nature of this proposition, which required that 
the British array should abandon the means which it pos- 
sessed, in its actual position, and in its embodied state, of op- 
posing a seasonable resistance to any hostile attempts on the 
part of the confederated chieftains, whilst those chieftains re- 
tired with their united armies to a short distance from the 
frontier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of tli^ ap- 
proaching favourable season, and of the absence and disper- 
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sion of the British forces for the successful prosecution of 
their military operations. 

42 . This unreasonable proposition being decidedly rejected 
by the Resident, the confederated chieftains next proposed 
that the Resident should appoint a day for the march of the 
respective forces of those chieftains from the place of their 
encampment, and that the Resident should pledge the faith 
of the British Government for the retreat of the army under 
Major-General Wellesley on the day on which the armies of 
the confederates should commence their return to their usual 
stations. 

43. It is manifest that this proposition afforded no better 
security for the actual return of the armies of those chief- 
tains to their usual stations, than a precarious dependance on 
those promises and professions which they had so repeatedly 
violated, independently of which consideration the Resident 
was not authorised to pledge the faith of Government to an 
arrangement inconsistent with the instructions which he had 
received from Major-General Wellesley. 

44. Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar finally proposed that 
they should request Major-General Wellesley by letter to 
specify a day for withdrawing his army and for the removal 
of the confederated armies from their position on the Nizam’s 
frontier, and that on the day so specified those chieftains 
would assuredly commence their march. Those chieftains 
further stated that they would in the same letter request 
Major-General Wellesley to specify the time when the forces 
under his command might be expected to reach their usual 
stations, and that the confederates would so regulate their 
marches as to arrive at their usual stations precisely at the 
same period of time. 

45. This proposed modification of Major-General Wel- 
lesley’s requisition evidently diminished the security to be de- 
rived from the previous separation and departure of the con- 
federated armies, but those chieftains having declared that 
unless Major-General Wellesley should consent to that pro- 
position, they could not retire consistently with a due regard 
to the honour and dignity of their respective governments, 
the Resident, after some discussion, consented to refer the 
proposition to the consideration of Major-General Wellesley, 
and to remain in Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp until an answer 
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should be received, provided that letters from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar to Major-Greneral Wel- 
lesley to the effect proposed were sent to the Resident for 
transmission before noon on the following day. 

46, On a review of the long and uniform course of syste- 
matic evasion and faithless policy recorded in the preceding 
detail, your honourable Committee will receive without sur- 
prize the information of an additional instance of violated 
faith and insincerity on the part of those chieftains on this 
occasion. 

47, The ultimate proposition of those chieftains was dis- 
tinctly that on the day on which Major-General Wellesley 
should withdraw his troops from the station then occupied by 
the British army, those chieftains should separate their armies 
and commence their return to their respective territories in 
Berar and the north of Hindostan but in dunect violation of 
the terms of that proposition, those chieftains transmitted 
letters to the Resident, addressed to Major-General Wel- 
lesley,* proposing to continue their armies united, and to limit 
their retreat to the neighbouring station of Boorhaunpoor, 
according to the terms of the proposition which had been 
fully discussed and positively rejected by Colonel Collins. 

46. The Governor-General in council considers this gross 
violation of sincerity and public faith to be an additional in- 
stance of indignity offered by those chieftains to the British 
Government in the person of its Representative. 

49, On the receipt of the Rajah of Berar’s letter to the 
effect above described, the Resident made immediate arrange- 
ments for quitting the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
commenced his march towards Aurungabad on the 3rd of 
August. 

50. The preceding detail affords a convincing proof of the 
justice, moderation, and forbearance which have regulated 
the conduct of the British Government during the course of 
the late important discussions with Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar, and will satisfy your honourable Committee that the 
conduct of those chieftains has been actuated by a systematic 
design to employ the resources of their combined power and 
influence for the subversion of an arrangement founded on 
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principles of undisputed equity and of acknowledged security 
to the rights and independance of those chieftains, at the 
hazard of a contest with the united power of the British Go- 
vernment and its allies ; and that the object of their profes- 
sions of amity, and their disavowal of any design to obstruct 
the execution of the treaty of Bassein, was to induce the Bri- 
tish Government to abandon the arrangements and prepara- 
tions necessary for the security of our rights and interests, 
or to suspend the prosecution of them until a change of sea- 
son, and an accession of force should enable those chieft^s 
to pursue their unwarrantable designs, with improved advan- 
tages and a better prospect of success. 

51. The belief that those chieftdns entertained designs 
hostile to the British Government at the earliest stages of 
negotiation between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
is supported by the information which the Governor-General 
has from time to time received of the proceedings of that 
chieftain. 

52. In a letter from the Resident dated 28th of February, 
and received on the 22nd of March, the Resident appriz^ 
the Governor-General in council that Ambajee Inglia (one of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s principal ministers) had informed one 
of the Resident’s native agents, that orders had been issued 
to General Perron directing him to place the army under his 
command in a state of preparation for the field, with a view 
to an eventual rupture with the British Government 

53. At that time Ambajee Inglia was supposed to possess 
the greatest influence over the mind of Scindiah, whose pro- 
ceedings were said to be principally regulated by the councOs 
of that chieftain ; it appeared highly improbable, therefore, 
that Ambajee would have communicated these orders to the 
Resident’s agent if they had really been issued. 

54. This circumscance induced the Governor-General to 
discredit the despatch of those orders, and to believe that the 
object of the communication was merely to discover the views 
and intentions of the British Government with respect to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

55. Adverting also to the established powpr and ascen- 
dancy of the British Government in India, to tW comparative 
weakness even of the combined power of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah and of the Rajah of Berar, and to the peculiar disadvan- 
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tages u^der which those chieftains must enter upon a contest 
with the British arms, it could not reasonably be supposed 
that Dowlut Rao Scindiah meditated any hostile designs 
against the British Government, and this obvious considera- 
tion induced the Governor-General to discredit the rumours 
which at that time prevailed of the confederacy which that 
chieftain and the Rajah of Berar have since actually formed, 
for purposes hostile to the interests of the British Govern- 
ment. These indications of an hostile disposition on the part 
of those chieftains, therefore, did not appear to the Governor- 
General to be sufficiently manifest to warrant the immediate 
adoption of corresponding measures of precaution on the part 
of the British Government* 

56. The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state of M. 

Perron’s military force, howevef, subsequently 

been ascertained, induced the Governw^^seral to give entire 
credit to the information which the Resident communicated 
in the month of March respecting the despatch of orders 
to General Perron to the effect above described, even at 
that early stage of our negotiations with Dowlut Rao Scin- 

diahr 

57. In a letter from the Resident dated the 14th of June, 
and received on the 6th of July, the Resident transmitted a 
paper of intelligence from his agent at Delhi, stating that 
messengers from Dowlut Rao Scindiah had lately come to the 
Rohilla chieftain, Gholaum Mahomed Khan, who resides at 
Nadown, and letters had been received by that chieftain from 
General Perron inviting him to proceed with his followers to- 
wards the station of General Perron’s army by the way of 
Suharunpore, for the purpose of exciting commotions in the 
Jaghire of Rampore, and assuring him of ample support both 
from Scindiah and General Perron, and that General Perron 
had clandestinely addressed letters to the principal persons 
residing in the Jaghire, and other places, urging them to 
employ their exertions in disturbing the tranquillity of the 
Company’s possessions. 

58. Notwithstanding Scindiah’s solemn disavowal of the 
orders said to have been issued by his authority to the com- 
manding officer of the body of horse despatched from Scin- 
diah’s camp to the north-western frontier of the Company’s 
territories, and to the Peishwa’s officers in Bundelcund for 
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the prosecution of hostile operadons against the British terri- 
tories, as noted in the 3rd paragraph of this letter, the 
Governor-General in council is induced, by the many instances 
of insincerity manifested by that chieftain, by the general 
tenor of his conduct, by the authenticity of the source of the 
Governor-GeneraVs information upon those subjects, and by 
circumstances which have subsequently been ascertained, to 
give entire credit to the intelligence originally received rela- 
tive to those acts of aggression on the part of Scindiah. 

59. Those facts were communicated to the collector of 
Allahabad by the express direction of Himmut BahMur (one 
of the Peishwa’s officers in Bundelcund) to whom the letters 
of Scindiah were said to have been addressed, and who had 
previously transmitted proposals to the Governor-General for 
the transfer of that province to the authority of the British 
Government. The intelligence of the invitation to Gholaum 
Mahomed Khan from Dowlut Rao Scindiah and General 
Perron was corroborated by information repeatedly received 
and communicated to the Governor-General by the Resident 
at Lucknow and the agent of the Governor-General in the 
ceded provinces of Oude of the preparations of Gholaum 
Mahomed Khan for the avowed purpose of complying with 
the suggestions which he had received from Scindiah and 
General Perron to excite disturbances in the district of Ram- 
pore, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Vizier’s and the 
Company’s dominions ; and on the 26th of July copies of let- 
ters from Dowlut Rao Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed Khan 
and Bumboo Khan (the son of the late Nujeeb on Dowlah, 
who occupies a territory in the vicmity of Suharunpore) de- 
claring the intention of Scindiah to commence a war of ag- 
gression against the British power, and instigating that chief- 
tain to co-operate with the forces of General Perron against 
the British possessions, were received by the Governor- 
General from Mr. Leycester, the collector of Bloradabad, to 
whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo Khan. 

60. A tiransiation of those documents is enclosed for your 
honourable Committee’s notice.^ 

6L Combining the'tenor of those documents with the facts 
and arguments above stated, the Governor-General in council 
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entertains no doubt of the actual despatch of letters, in the 
terms of those documents, to the chieftains to whom they are 
stated to have been addressed by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 
The Governor-General has, however, deemed it proper to 
adopt measures for the purpose of piocuring the originals of 
those important papers. 

62. Your honourable Committee will observe that these 
documents tend to confirm the original information received 
of the actual transmission of instimctions from Scindiah to the 
Peishwa’s officers in Bundelcund, and the commimF'ation of 
orders to Dhurrum Rao to the effect described in the third 
paragraph of this despatch. Those documents also state the 
nature of the directions issued by Scindiah to General Perron 
for the prosecution of hostilities against the British posses- 
sions. 

6S. It appears from a passage in those documents that the 
letters of Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed Klmi and Bumboo 
Khan, were written subsequently to tbe march of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah from Boorbaunpore on the 4th of May j but tbe 
despatch of messengers to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and the 
transmission of the instructions to General Perron, under 
which that oflSicer addressed letters to the principal persons 
in Rampore and other places as noticed in the 57th para- 
graph, must be referred to an earlier period of time. The 
complete state of preparation in which the army of General 
Perron was actually placed, is a corroborative evidence of the 
actual transmission of orders to that officer to the effect des- 
cribed in the 52nd paragraph of this letter. 

64. These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the evi- 
dence of Scindiah’s hostile projects, and combined with infor- 
mation at various times communicated by the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of the proceedings of that chieftain 
with the repeated rumours of the formation of an hostile con- 
federacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and with the tenor and re- 
sult of the Resident’s negotiations, must be considered to 
amount to full proof of the alleged design of subverting the 
alliance formed between the British Government and the 
Peishwa. 

Go. These proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah indicate 
not merely the resolution of that chieftain to oppose the exe- 
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tively and separately constitute acts of hostility against the 
British Government. 

66. At no period of time since the departure of the 
Peishwa from his capital have the transactions of the British 
Government been such as to justify even precautionary mea- 
sures of military preparation on the part of Scindiah. From 
those transactions no argument could arise to justify the 
adoption of measures either of hostility or precaution on the 
part of the confederated chieftains, unless such an argument 
could be deduced from a denial of the right of his Highness 
the Peishwa to contract defensive engagements with a foreign 
state without the participation of the feudatory chieftains of 
the iVfahratta empire, or from a conviction that the engage- 
ments actually concluded with his Highness were injurious to 
the acknowledged rights of those chieftains. 

()7. Various precedents might be adduced of the exercise 
of that right by his Highness the Peishwa in his negotiations 
with the British Government, and the uniform course of the 
political and military proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and of his predecessor Mahdajee Scindiah, affords numerous 
instances of the exercise of a similar right on the part of 
those chieftains, independently of the Peishwa, to whose 
authority they have invariably acknowledged obedience. 

CS. This question has been fully discussed in the Governor- 
General’s instructions to the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, dated the 3d of June. 

69. The treaty of Bassein is purely defensive, and not only 
contains no stipulations injurious to the rights of the feudatory 
Mahratta chieftains, hut provides additional security for those 
rights. 

70. In the course of the negotiations between the Resident 
and Dowdut Rao Scindiah, that chieftain maintained that in 
his capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Salbye, he ought to 
have been consulted previously to the conclusion of engage- 
ments with the Peishwa. The Resident successfully opposed 
that operation by the arguments stated in the Govemor- 
General’s instructions of the 11th of February, and maintained 
the right of the Peishwa to conclude engagements without the 
participation of the feudatory chieftains, upon the obvious 
principles of acknowledged supremacy, and approved and 
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established precedent; and at a conference between Scindiat 
and the Resident on the 23d of March, on the subject of the 
engagements concluded with the Peishwa, Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah abandoned that ground of argument, and merely con- 
tended that the Peishwa ought to have apprized that chieftain 
of the terms of the treaty concluded between his Highness 
and the British Government. 

71. At that period of time the details of the treaty of 
Bassein had not been communicated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
but he was informed that it was purely of a defensive nature, 
and on that occasion Scindiah assured the Resident, in the 
most unequivocal terms, that he had no intention to attempt 
the subversion of any engagements concluded between the 
British Government and the Peishwa, yet measures of decided 
hostility against the British Gbvernmemt were adopted by 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the ensuing- aga^ai^s April and 
May. 

72. No military preparations founded on a distrust of that 
chieftain’s pacific disposition were commenced on the part of 
the British Government, until the close of the month of June, 
and even the anny under the command of Major-General 
Wellesley, did not commence its march fi’om Poonah until the 
beginning of that month. 

73. It is manifest therefore, that the hostile measui*es 
pursued by Dowlut Rao Scindiah against the British Govern- 
ment, have been adopted on grounds distinct from any denial 
of the Peishwa’s right to contract his late engagements with 
the British Government, from the alleged existence of any 
stipulation in those engagements injurious to the rights of 
the Mahratta feudatories, and from any apprehension of the 
effect of any measures either of precaution, or of apparent 
hostility on the part of the British Government. 

71*. The conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah towards the 
Peishwa during a long course of time antecedent to the 
Peisliwa’s degradation from the musnud of Poonah, and the 
views which that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar are known 
to have entertained, with respect to the supreme authority of 
the Slahratta state, afford the means of forming a correct 
judgment of the motives which may have rendered those 
chieftains desirous of subverting the treaty of Bassein, although 
they had admitted that treaty to he equitable in its general 
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principle, and to furi^h additional security for the just rights 
of the feudatory chieftains of the Mahratta empire, and es- 
pecially for their own. 

75 . The whole course of Dowlut Rao^Scindiah’s proceed- 
ings, since his accession to the dominions of Mahdajee Scin- 
diab, has manifested a systematic design of establishing an 
ascendancy in the Mahratta state upon the ruins of the 
Peishwa’s authority. 

76. .The government in the person of the Peishwa had 
long been placed under a degrading subjection to the oppres- 
sive control and unwarrantable usurpation of Dowlut Bao 
Scindiah, who had remained with a numerous army in the 
vicinity of the Peishwa’s capital for a considerable period of 
time, 

77- The usurpation of Scindiah existed in full force at the 
commencement of the last war between the Company and 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the undue influence of Scindiah in the 
Mahratta empire in that crisis, not only deprived the British 
Government of every benefit from the nominal alliance of the 
Peishwa at the commencement and during the progress of 
the war, but afiToidecl positive encouragement to the cause of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and menaced the Nizam’s dominions pre- 
\iousIy to the expulsion of the French from Hyderabad in 
October, 1798, and subsequently in 1799 while the Nizamis 
contingent was actually employed with the British army in 
the common cause of the triple alliance against Tippoo 
Sultaun* 

78. At that time Scindiah was restrained from the actual 
invasion of the Nizam’s dominions by the direct interposition 
of the British Government ; his influence however, and die 
teiTor of his violence and supposed power continued to rule 
the Court of Poonah, and to alarm the Court of Hyderabad, 
until the exigency of his affairs in the north of Hindostan, 
occasioned principally by the successful progress of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar’s arms, compelled Dowlut Rao Scindiah to retire 
from Poonah for the protection of his own territories. 

79. The complete establishment of Holkar’s authority at 
Poonah by the defeat of Scindiah’s troops required the ut- 
moi^ exertion of Scindiah’s power against that active and 
successful enemy. 

80. Had Scindiah succeeded in subverting the |K>wer-of 
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Holkar, it cannot be doubted that he would have taken ad- 
vantage of that success for the complete establishment of his 
own undue authority in the state of Poonah. He would pro- 
bably have reinstated the Peishwa Bajee Rao in the govern- 
ment or would have raised another to the musnud, to be the 
pageant of his own power, or would have usurped the su- 
preme ministerial authority in his own name, if the disposi- 
tion of the other chieftains of the Mahratta eifipire should 
have encouraged an expectation of their acquiescence in that 
ambitious project 

8L The uniform tenor of Dowlut Rao Scindiah*s conduct, 
the invariable principles of Asiatic policy, and the personal 
character, habits and disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
preclude the supposition that he would have abandoned the 
absolute power which he would havt acquired by the subver- 
sion of Holkar’s usurpation, and would have adopted the 
liberal policy of restoring the exiled Peishwa to the exercise 
of the established authority of the empire. 

82. In the moment of alarm wdiich succeeded the signal 
success of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Dowlut B%o Scindiah indi- 
rectly solicited the co-operation of the British Government, 
under the pretext of restoring the Peishwa’s authority. He 
probably expected that the aid of a detachment of British 
troops would have insured his success against Holkar, with- 
out controlling his project of restoring his own undue ascen- 
dancy at Poonah on a more secure and extensive basis. It 
now appears that the active and powerful exertions employed 
by the British Government at the express solicitation of his 
Highness the Peishwa, for his Highness’s complete restora- 
tion to the musnud of Poonah, were neither desired nor ex- 
pected by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The actual re-establish- 
ment of the Peishwa in the government of Poonah under the 
exclusive protection of the British power and the conclusion 
of engagements calculated to secure to his Highness the due 
exercise of his legitimate authority on a permanent founda- 
tion, deprived Dowlut Rao Scindiah of every hope of accom- 
plishing the objects of his ambition, injustice and rapacity, so 
long as that alliance should be successfully maintained. 

83. This statement of facts sufficiently explains the anxiety 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to effect the subversion of an ar- 
rangement, the justice and equity of which he was compelled 
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to acknowledge, and for that chieftain’s unprovoked prosecu- 
tion of hostile designs against the British Government and its 
allies. 

84. Adverting to the manifest design of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah to aggrandize his power by annexing the dominion and 
resources of the Peishwa to his own, your honourable Com- 
mittee will concur in the expediency of supporting an arrange- 
ment calculated to* preclude the dangerous consolidation of 
the power and resources of two rival branches of the Mah- 
ratta state, in the hands of an ambitious and enterprizing 
chieftain, whose disposition is hostile to the British Govern- 
ment, and whose dominion has been established and main- 
tained on the most vulnerable part of our north-western 
frontier in Hindostan, by a formidable military force under 
the exclusive command of French officers. 

85. The motives which must be supposed to have influ- 
enced the Rajah of Berar in combining his power with that 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah for the subversion of the alliance 
concluded between the British Government and the Peishwa, 
were manifestly similar to those which actuated the conduct 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

86. The Rajah of Berar has always maintained pretensions 
to the supreme ministerial authority in the Mahratta empire, 
founded on his affinity to the reigning Rajah of Satara, and 
in the course of a conference with the native Secretary 
of the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 10th of 
June,* the Rajah of Berar distincdy avowed those preten- 
sions. 

87. Convinced that the permanency of the defensive alli- 
ance concluded between the British Government and the 
Peishwa, would preclude all future opportunity of accom- 
plishing the object of his ambition, the Rajah of Berar ap- 
pears to have been equally concerned with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in the subversion of that alliance. 

88. Although the views ascribed to those chieftains were 
manifestly incompatible with the accomplishment of their re- 
spective designs, the removal of an obstacle which would 
effectually preclude the success of either chieftain in obtain- 
ing an ascendancy at Poonah, constituted an obj;ect of com- 
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mon interest to both. It appears also to be highly probable 
that those chieftains, sensible that the combination of their 
power afforded the only prospect of subverting the alliance 
concluded between the British Government and the Peishwa, 
agx'eed to compromise their respective and contradictory pro- 
jects, by an arrangement for the partition of the whole power 
and dominion of the Mahratta state. 

89. But whatever may have been the specific objects of 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, the operation of the treaty 
of Bassein was evidently calculated to preclude the accom- 
plishment of any ambitious projects on the part of those 
chieftains, and to confine their power and authority within 
the just limits of their respective dominions. 

90. Under this view of the subject, a sufficient cause will 
be discovered of the hostile conduct of those chieftains, al- 
though no just ground of complaint should even have been 
alleged by them against the British Government, nor any 
design imputed to us in any degree injurious to the security 
of the acknowledged rights and independence of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar. 

91. The inability of those chieftains to allege any ground 
of complaint against the British Government or its allies, 
affords the most unequivocal px’oof of the justice and mo- 
deration of our proceedings. 

92 . The mere junction of the armies of Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar upon the frontier of the dominions of our 
ally, ibr any purpose unconnected with the security of the 
rights of those chieftains, w'ould have compelled the British 
Government to demand the removal of those armies from 
that menacing position, and would have required the adop- 
tion of measures of precaution on our part ; and the refusal 
of those chieftains to comply with that demand, would have 
justified an appeal to arms, for the security of our interests 
and those of our allies. ’ Under actual circumstances, no 
other security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains 
could have been accepted, than such as should depi'ive them 
of the power of prosecuting with success the designs which 
they manifestly entertained against the rights and interests 
of the British Government and its allies. 

93. The Governor-General in Council deems it proper in 
this place to state, in a distinct and connected form, the lead- 
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ing facts of the late transactions, which have terminated in a 
dissolution of the relations of amity between the British Go- 
vernment and the confederated chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah and the Rajah of Berar. 

94. When his Highness the Peishwa had been compelled 
by the violence and usurpation of a subject of his Govern- 
ment to abandon his capital, his Highness solicited and ob- 
tained the aid of the British power for the restoration of his 
authority, and concluded engagements with the British Go- 
vernment calculated to secure his Highness’s rights and 
independence against the hostile designs of any foreign or 
domestic enemy. Those engagements not only contained no 
stipulations injurious to the just rights of the feudatory chief- 
tains of the Mahratta empire, but provided additional security 
for the unmolested exercise of those rights. 

95. After Dowlut Rao Scindiah had distinctly expressed 
his concurrence in the propriety of the measures adopted by 
the British Government for the restoration of the Peishwa’s 
authority, and had been assured by the Resident, in the 
name of the British Government, that those engagements 
were merely of a defensive nature ; and after Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah had abandoned the untenable assertion that the 
Peishwa did not possess the right to conclude such engage- 
ments without the concurrence of the Mahratta feudatories, 
that chieftain persisted in soliciting the junction of the Rajali 
of Berar with the whole body of his forces, for the purpose 
of eventually employing their united po\’^er and resources to 
subvert the arrangements concluded between the British Go- 
vernment and the Peishwa ; and in conformity to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s solicitation, the Rajah of Berar commenced his 
march for the purpose of effecting the proposed junction of 
their numerous armies in a menacing position on the frontier 
of the ally of the British Government. 

96. Your honourable Committ^ will not fail to observe, 
that these measures were not adopted by those chieftains 
with a \iew to the defence of their rights and interests, 
against any apprehended design on the part of the British 
Government to injure or invade them, nor to the protection 
or internal settlement of their possessions in the vicinity of 
the Nizam’s dominions. Those measures were avowedly con- 
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certed for the express purpose of enabling those chieftains 
to carry into effect their eventual resolution, to undertake a 
war of aggression against the British Government and its 
allies^ 

97. Under these indications of hostility on the part of those 
chieftains, the British Government merely required that they 
should retire with their armies to their usual stations in Berar 
and the north of Hindustan, proposing that the British army 
in the Deccan should also retire in a similar manner. 

98. At the moment when Dowlut Rao Scindiah, after being 
apprized of all the stipulations of the treaty of Bassein, ac- 
knowledged that it contained no provisions injurious to the 
rights of the feudatory chieftains, that chieftain publicly dc* 
dared to the Resident,* that the question of peace or war 
with the British Government, depended upon the result of a 
conference with the Rajah of Berar, whose arrival at the head 
of the whole body of his forces in the vicinity of Scindiah’s 
camp, was then daily expected. 

99. The Governor-General in council requests your ho- 
nourable Committee’s attention to the hostile and insulting 
nature of this declaration. Occupying a position with the 
whole body of his forces near the frontier of our ally, Scin- 
diah publicly declared in open Durbar, to the representative 
of the British Government, that he awaited the arrival of the 
Rajah of Berar at the head of a numerous army on the fron- 
tier of the dominions of our ally, for the purpose of deciding 
whether the united arms of those confederated chieftains 
should be employed in the prosecution of a war of aggression 
against the British Government and its allies. The armies of 
these chieftains effected the proposed junction, and the chief- 
tains met for the purpose, avowed by Scindiah, of deciding 

whether it should be peace or war with the Company.” After 
the junction of their armies, those chieftains continued by 
systematic delays and evasions, to withhold any declaration 
with regard to the nature of their designs during a period of 
two months, and although at the expiration of that period of 
time, the confederated chieftains disavowed all intention of 
obstructing the complete execution of the treaty of Bassein, 
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they refubed to abandon the arrangement avowedly adopted 
and the position occupied for the eventual prosecution of 
hostilities against the British Government. 

100. It is proper to observe, that during the whole course 
of the negotiation between the Resident and Dowlut Eao 
Scindiah, that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar employed 
their most assiduous endeavours to induce Jeswunt Rao Hol« 
kar to unite in the confederacy, and to form a junction with 
the allied armies; and those chieftains even assigned the 
depending negotiation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar as a cause 
for maintaining their united armies in the position from which 
they were required to retreat. 

101. From the preceding detail the following facts are es- 
tablished — 

First. That according to the evidence of facts, and to the 
distinct avowal of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of 
Berar, those chieftains had no cause of complaint against the 
British Government, nor anj reason to apprehend that their 
just rights and interests were exposed to hazard, by the ar- 
rangements concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa. 

Secondly. That the junction and continuance of the armies 
of those chieftains on the frontier of the Nizam, was avowedly 
unnecessary for any purpose connected with the security of 
their rights, or with the protection or internal arrangement of 
any part of their territorial possessions. 

Thirdly. That the general conduct and language of those 
chieftains indicated designs of an hostile nature agah^t the 
British Government and its allies, the Peishwa and the Nizam j 
and that Scindiah had distinctly declared, that he and the 
Rajah of Berar meditated eventual war. 

Fourthly. That those chieftains assembled their armies m 
a menacing position on the frontier of our ally the Nizam, for 
the purpose of enabling them eventually to carry those designs 
into execution. 

Fifthly. That those chieftains proceeded to acts of direct 
hostility, by a public and insulting menace of war against the 
British Government, and by various preparations and arrange- 
ments, hostile to the British Government and its allies, not 
only without any cauac of complaint deduciblc from the mea- 
sures and proceedings of the British Government, or of its 
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allies, but under a distinct acknowledgment of the inoffensive 
nature of our arrangements with the Peishwa, and an avowed 
conviction of our pacific intentions. 

Sixthly. That the hostile nature of the proceedings of 
those chieftains and their repeated violation of public faith, 
precluded all reliance on their promises and professions, and 
rendered it the duty of the British Government to require 
the separation and return of their armies to their respective 
territoines, as the only security to the rights and interests of 
the British Government and its allies, against the meditated 
designs of those confederated chieftains. 

Seventhly. That this requisition was accompanied by a pro- 
posal to withdraw the British army from its advanced and 
commanding position at Ahmednuggur in the Deccan, and that 
such a proposal was not only an incontrovertible proof of the 
just and pacific views of the British Government, but fur- 
nished ample security to the confederated chieftains against 
the possibility of any danger which could be apprehended 
by them from their compliance with our requisition. 

102. The preceding statement sufSciently demonstrates 
the equity of the arrangements concluded with the state, of 
Poonah, and the justice and moderation manifested by the 
British Government in carrying those arrangements into 
effect. It may however, be expedient to submit to your 
honourable Committee, some observations with regard to the 
general policy of the alliance which has been concluded 
between the British Government and the Peishwa, and to the 
period of time, at which that important arrangement was 
accomplished. 

103. The grounds on which the policy of concluding sub- 
sidiary engagements with the state of Poonah, similar to those 
which were concluded with the Nizam on the 1st of Septem- 
ber 1798 is founded, were originally stated in the Governor- 
Generafs instructions to the Resident at Hyderabad, under 
date the Sth of July 1798 of which a copy was transmitted 
to your honourable Committee with our despatch of the 23d 
of August 1798 and that subject was resumed in our des- 
patch of the 18th of January 1800 which communicated to 
your honourable Committee the details of the unsuccessful 
negotiations between the British Government and the Peish- 
wa, for the conclubioii of subsidiary engagements after the 



1803. THE SECSET COMMITTEE. SS9 

termination of the war with Tippoo Sultaun ; and those prin- 
ciples were further detailed in the Governor-General’s sepa- 
rate letter to your honourable Committee, under date the 9th 
of June 1800. 

104?. Your honourable Committee on various occasions has 
intimated to the Governor-General in council, your concur- 
rence in the principles of that policy, and in the gS^d para- 
graph of your honourable Committee’s despatch of the 10th 
of September 1800, your honourable Committee expressed 
your approbation of the basis of the proposed arrangements 
with the state of Poonah. Your honourable Committee on 
that occasion signified to the Governor-General in council 
your opinion, that with a view to secure the important objects 
of tho&e arrangements, the subsidiary force stationed at 
Poonah, should not be less than 6,000 regular infantry, with 
the usual proportion of artillery. 

105. The Governor-General’s acceptance of the proposi- 
tions of the Court of Poonah in 1799, for subsidizing a force 
consisting of two battalions of native infantry, was founded on 
the expectation that such an arrangement must necessarily 
lead to the introduction of a subsidiary force on a more en- 
larged scale. 

106. The extent of the subsidiary force actually stationed 
with his Highness the Peishwa, is conformable to the intima- 
tion of your honourable Committee; and at the express desire 
of the Peishwa, the amount of the subsidiary force to be 
stationed at Poonah, has been augmented since the conclusion 
of the treaty of Bassein, by the addition of a regiment of 
ca\ airy ; it will be desirable to augment the detachment at 
Poonah still further, until it shall be equal to that at Hyder- 
abad, which now consists, of one regiment of European infan- 
tiy, six battalions of native infantry, and two regiments of 
native cavalry. 

107. The general defensive engagements concluded with 
the Nizam, in the year 1800, and subsequently proposed to 
the acceptance of the Peishwa, were founded on the same 
principles, and were calculated to provide improved means of 
accomplishing the original objects of the projected system of 
alliance between the British Government and the states of 
Ilydertibad and Poonah. 

108. The detail of the improved arrangements at Hydcra- 
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bad, was communicated to your honourable Committee in our 
despatch of the 31st of August, 1800. 

109. Although the Governor-General in council has not 
been honoured by any intimation of your honourable Com- 
mittee's sentiments on the subject of the arrangements con- 
cluded at Hyderabad in October 1800, your honourable 
Committee’s previous concurrence in the principles, on which 
those arrangements were founded, and in the importance of 
the objects to which they were directed, has satisfied the 
Governor-General in council, that your honourable Committee 
would approve the resolution of the Governor-General, to 
avail himself of any favourable opportunity of reviving the 
negotiation for the conclusion of defensive and subsidiary 
engagements with the state of Poonah, similar to those 
which were concluded with the Nizam in the month of Octo- 
ber, 1800. 

110. The progress of events both in Europe and in Asia 
since that period of time, has tended to urge the expediency 
of the proposed alliance with his Highness the Peishwa, and 
the endeavours of the Governor-General have accordingly 
been assiduously employed for the accomplishment of that 
desirable arrangement. 

111. The Governor-General’s instructions to the Resident 
at Poonah, of the 23d of June, 1802,* a copy which accom- 
panied the Governor-General’s despatch to your honourable 
Committee of the 24th of December 1802, f contains a review 
of the various unsuccessful attempts of the British Govern- 
ment to engage the Peishwa’s consent to the proposed alli- 
ance; and of the considerations, which rendered the improve- 
ment of our political connection with the state of Poonah, 
an object of essential importance to the complete security of 
the British empire in India. 

112. The justice of those considerations was confirmed, 
and the policy of accomplishing the proposed alliance, was 
augmented by the events which subsequently occurred in the 
Mahratta empire. 

1 13. After the power of the Peishwa had been annihilated 
by the success of Holkar against the united arms of the 
Peishwa and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it could not be expected 
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that his Highness would have been restored to the efficient 
exercise of his authority, either by Jeswmit Rao Holkar, or 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

114. The design of the former chieftain to engross the 
whole power and authority of the state of Poonah, was demon- 
strated by his actual usurpation, and by the project which he 
formed and endeayoured to accomplish, of pkdng on the 
musnud of Poonah a new Peishwa, or of restoring Bajee Rao 
to the musnud, under circumstances which would have secured 
to Holkar the whole military power^ and civil authority of the 
state. It cannot be doubted, that motives of ambition and 
of inveterate enmity agaunst Dowlut Rao Scindiah would in 
that event have induced Jeswunt Rao Holkar to direct his 
arms against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
the accession of military power and resources which Holkar 
would have acquired by the permanent establishment of his 
authority in the state of Poonah, would probably have enabled 
him to prosecute his views of conquest with success. 

1 15. If the arms of Dowlut Rao Scindiah had ultimately 
triumphed over those of Holkar, the power and resources of 
the state of Poonah, together with those of Holkar, would 
have been added to his own. 

116. Adverting to the consideration stated in the preced- 
ing paragraph, your honourable Committee will not foil to 
appreciate the peculiar danger to which the British interest 
would have been exposed, by such an accession of power in 
the hands of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

1 17. No ultimate issue of the distractions at that time ex- 
isting in the Mahratta empire could reasonably be supposed, 
which w^ould not have consolidated under one head, a degree 
of power and dominion dangerous to the British Government, 
to the extent in which the balance of contending interests in 
the Mahratta empire should have been disturbed, and in pro- 
portion to the means which a power so consolidated would 
possess, of eventually co-operating with the Government of 
France in hostile designs against the British empire in India, 

118» Those convulsions in the state might possibly have 
continued for some time, and might have afforded a temporary 
security to the British Government against any hostile designs 
on the part of the Mahrattas, either singly or united with an 
European power. But the effects of such confusion must 
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$peedily have extended to the contiguous dominions of our 
ally the Nizam, and ultimately to those of the Company, and 
would have compelled the British Government to engage in 
the contest, 

119. The establishment of Holkar’s power at Poonah, 
would probably occasion demands on the part of that chief- 
tain upon his Highness the Nizam ; but even under a con- 
trary supposition, it is demonstrable from the state of the 
country* that Holkar could not long have maintained an army 
in the Deccan, without invading the dominions either of the 
Nizam, or of the Company. 

120. The territory around Poonahi to a considerable ex- 
tent, having been entirely desolated by the troops of Holkar, 

p that chieftain would have been compelled to invade the terri- 
tories of the Nizam, or to penetrate into the country situated 
to the southward of the river Kistna for the subsistence of 
his numerous troops and followers. 

121. The adoption of the latter alternative would have re- 
tarded for some time the predatory incursions of Holkar’s 
t;roops into the territory of the Nizam or of the Company. 
But when the immediate resources of the Peishwa’s southern 
provinces should have been exhausted, Holkar would have 
been compelled to draw the means of subsistence for his 
troops from the plunder of the Company’s contiguous terri- 
tories, on the resources of which we must principally have 
depended for the supply of our troops in the contest which 
that irruption would have rendered inevitable. If, therefore, 
the British Government had not adopted measures for the 
restoration of the Peishwa’s authority, either the Company’s 
territories, or those of our ally the Nizam, would have been 
exposed to all the evils of war, while neither the Company 
nor the Nizam under such circumstances could have pos- 
sessed the means which both now command, of averting the 
war from their own dominions, and of accelerating its pros- 
perous conclusion by a vigorous system of attack upon the 
enemy. 

123. The restoration of the Peishwa, therefore, under the 
protection of the British power, was a measure indispensably 
requisite for the defence, not only of the territories of our 
allies, but of our own possessions bordering the Mahratta 
dominions in the peninsula of India. 
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1£3. The continuance of the existing convulsions in the 
Mahratta empire would have afforded a favourable oppor- 
tunity to the Government of France for the successful prose- 
cution of its favourite object of establishing a dominion within 
the peninsula of Hindustan, by the introduction of a military 
force to aid the cause of one of the contending parties ; and 
the views of France would have been favoured by the 
strength of M. Perron’s forces established in the Doab of the 
Jumna and Ganges, at Agra, Delhi, and in the Punjab, and 
by the facility of communicating with the maritime posses- 
sions retained by Scindiah in Guzzerat. The security and 
tranquillity of the British empire in India, therefore, might 
ultimately have been endangered, as much by the effects of a 
protracted warfare in theMahiatta state, as by the immediate 
consolidation of a dangerous extent of power and dominion 
in the hands of one of the contending parties. 

124 . While the views of the Government of France shall 
be directed to the establishment of its authority within the 
peninsula of Hindostan, it is manifestly the policy of the Bri- 
tish Government to accomplish such a system of alliances 
with the powers of India as may preclude the occurrence of 
those internal convulsions which would afford to France the 
most favourable opportunity of effecting her ambitious pur- 
pose. Independently of this consideration, the prosecution of 
such a system of alliance is prudent and advisable in the de- 
gree in which the tranquillity and prosperity of our dominion 
is endangered by the disturbed and distracted condition of 
neighbouring states. 

125. The restoration of the Peishwa, therefore, to the just 
exercise of his authority under the protection of the British 
Government, and the conclusion of defensive and subsidiary 
engagements with his Highness, afforded the only means of 
precluding the dangers to be apprehended, either from the 
con^lidation of a formidable power, or from the continuance 
of the distractions in the Mahratta empire. 

120. In a letter w'hich the Governor-General addressed to 
the honourable the Court of Directors, under date the 3d of 
August, 1799, containing a review of the interests, the power, 
and disposition of the several states of India under the change 
produced in the relative condition of those states by the con- 
<juebt of Mysore, the Governor-General expressed his opinion 
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that a consolidation of the powers of the Mahratta empire was 
highly improbable, and that it would require a most violent 
exercise of injustice and oppression on our part to dispose the 
suspicious and cautious counsels of the Court of Poonah to 
favour the progress of a French force in India. 

127. That opinion was amply justified by the situation of 
affairs in the Mahratta empire at that period of time 5 since 
that time, however, the internal condition of the Mahratta 
empire has suffered a material change. 

128. The ascendancy which Scindiah had then established 
in the state of Poonah was not such as to menace the actual 
dissolution of the constitutional form of the Mahratta empire, 
or to produce a civil war amongst its component branches ; 
and the contending interests of the several feudatory chief- 
tains appeared to afford a sufficient security against any dan- 
gerous consolidation of the Mahratta power. 

129. Since that time a new power has arisen in the Mah- 
ratta state, under the direction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which 
acquired sufficient strength to endanger the stability of all the 
principal feudatory states, and was actually directed to the 
subversion of the constitutional form of the empire. 

130. If the progress of the contest which ensued between 
that chieffcin, the Peishwa, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, had 
not been checked by the seasonable interposition of the Bri- 
tish power for the restoration of the Peishwa’s legitimate au- 
thority, it is reasonable to conclude that in the moment of 
extreme danger the Peishwa, or either of those chieftains, 
would have been disposed to accept the aid of a French force 
for the support of his cause, and that the contest would 
either have terminated in the consolidation of a formidable 
power in the Mahratta state, accompanied by the complete 
establishment of the authority of France in the peninsula of 
India, or would have required the interposition of our arms 
after the aid of the French had actually strengthened one of 
the belligerent powers, and had consequently increased the 
difficulty, expense, and hazard of the war. 

131. The security, therefox’e, which the British Govern- 
ment might be supposed to derive from a balance of power 
and interests among the -Mahratta states, and from the 
jealousy which the Mahratta nation has uniformly entertained 
of the influence and ascendancy of any European power. 
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ceased to exist, and that security has been still further di- 
minished by the augmented solidity and actual independence 
which the French force in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
has gradually acquired since the termination of the war with 
Tippoo Sultaun. 

132 * After the expulsion of the Peishwa from his capital, 
not only the Peishwa, but Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar afforded the most unequivocal proof that the 
characteristic jealousy of the Mahratta states would not have 
deterred those chieftains from having recourse to the aid of 
France if an opportunity should have occurred in any crisis 
of affairs in which their danger or their interest should have 
suggested the expediencj^ of such a measure. 

133. The Peishwa directly solicited and obtained the aid of 
the British power for the restoration of liis authority, Dowdut 
Rao Scindiah indirectly invited our co-operation ostensibly for 
the same purpose, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar in his own name 
and in that of Amrut Rao signified his consent to the terms 
of alliance which had been proposed to the Peishwa on the 
condition of our support. 

134. If the danger or the interest of those chieftains was 
so urgent as to induce them to seek the aid and alliance of an 
European state, of which the established power, extensive 
dominion, and unrivalled ascendancy in India had been the 
peculiar object of the jealousy and apprehension of the iVlah- 
ratta states, it may reasonably be supposed that in such a 
crisis of affairs any of those chieftains would have been still 
more disposed to accept the aid of a military force from the 
French, who, being destitute of any regular establishment in 
India, could not in the same degree with the British Govern- 
ment be an object of jealousy and apprehension to the native 
powers, and especially to the Mahrattas. 

135. If, therefore, the British Government had refused to 
the Peishwa the aid which he solicited, it is reasonable to 
conclude that his Highness would have availed himself of any 
opportunity which might have occurred for obtaining the 
assistance and co-operation of a French military force, and 
the peace existing at that time with France, might have 
afibrded a favourable opportunity to the French power in 
India for aiding the Peishwa or any of the contending parties 
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in the Mahratta empire. Admitting, however, that the cha- 
racteristic jealousy of the Mahratta nation might deter any of 
the. Mahratta chieftains from accepting the aid of a consider- 
able body of European troops furnished by the Government 
of France, it cannot be doubted that in a situation of emer- 
gency any of those chieftains would be disposed to receive 
into their service a number of French adventurers to be em- 
ployed in improving the discipline of their armies, and in 
augmenting the strength and efficiency of their military esta- 
blishments. The evils which have arisen, from the employ 
ment of French officers in the service of the native powers 
have been abundantly manifested in the gradual establish- 
ment of the formidable French force in the dominions of his 
Highness the Nizam, which was happily dissolved under the 
operation of the treaty concluded with his Highness in the 
year 1798, and in the growth and extension of the force lately 
under the direction of M. Perron. 

loG. In the actual situation of affairs no argument unfavour- 
able to the policy of our engagements with the Peishwa could 
justly be deduced from the jealousy \vith which the other 
Mahratta states might be expected to contemplate the esta- 
blishment of the British influence in the state of Poonah. ^he 
dangers which eventually menaced the security of the British 
dominion in India under the circumstances above described, 
far exceeded any which could be apprehended from the effects 
of that jealousy, and could only have been averted by the 
interposition of the British power for the restoration of order 
and tranquillity in the Mahratta state. 

137. From the preceding remarks it appears that the ac- 
knowledged policy of contracting defensive and subsidiary 
engagements with the state ofPonah -was never so urgent as 
at the moment when those engagements were actually con- 
cluded, and the course of recent transactions in the Mahratta 
empire (as detailed in the several despatches from the Gover- 
nor-General to your honourable Committee) combined with 
the relative power of the British Government and of the con- 
federated chiefs, with the commanding position of our armies, 
and with the exposed condition of the territories of Scindiab 
and the Rajah of Berar at that period of time, constituted a 
crisis of affairs apparently favourable to the pacific accom- 
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plishment of that arrangement, or to the complete success of 
our arms in the event of opposition on the part of Scindiah or 
the Rajah of Berar. 

138. The Governor-General in council now proceeds to 
state to your honourable Committee the progress of the Bri- 
tish arms in the contest in which this Government has been 
unavoidably involved with the confederated Mahratta chief- 
tains. 

139. The compass of this despatch will not admit the im- 
mediate communication to your honourable Committee of the 
detailed instructions issued by the Governor-General to his 
Excellency the commander-in-chief on the several points of 
political arrangement described in the Govemor-Generars 
despatch to his Excellency of the 27th of July. Those details 
will be transmitted to your honourable Committee by a sea 
conve} ance ; it is sufficient to state on the present occasion 
that every measure has been suggested and adopted which 
the judgment of the Governoi -General in council could 
devise for the successful accomplishment of those arrange- 
ments. 

140. On the 7th of August his Excellency the commander- 
in-chief commenced his march with the main body of the 
British army in the ceded provinces from Cawnpore. 

141. On the 28th of August the commander-in-chief re- 
ceived a letter from General Perron indicating a desire on the 
part of that officer to effect an arrangement which might pre- 
clude the necessity of an actual contest between the British 
forces and those under the command of General Perron. It 
is proper to appiize your honourable Committee that General 
Perron had some time before preferred an application to the 
British Go^ eminent for permission to enter the British terri- 
tories, in prosecution of his intention to retire from the ser- 
vice of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with which application the 
Governor-General immediately complied. Subsequent events, 
however, prevented General Perron from availing himself of 
that permission. The commander-in-chief replied to General 
Perron's letter by desiring him to despatch a confidential 
agent to his Excellency for the purpose of conferring on the 
subject of General Perron’s letter. A person on the part of 
jVI. Perron accordingly met the commander-in-chief on tlie 
morning of tlie J25)th of August, but having evaded the pn'- 
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positions of the commander-in-chief for the surrender of 
M. Perron, he departed without effecting any arrange- 
ment. 

142. On the 29th of August the British army arrived in 
the vicinity of Coel, the principal station in the territory under 
the authority of General Perron. The forces of General 
Perron were drawn up in a strong position near the Fort of 
Allyghur, and were immediately attacked by the British army 
with the utmost degree of skill, gallantry, and spirit. This 
vigorous attack compelled the enemy to retreat, after a very 
slight resistance. 

14S. On the 4th of September the fort of Allyghur, hitherto 
deemed impregnable, was attacked and carried by assault, by 
a detachment from the British army. 

144. Your honour^le Committee will unite with the 
Governor-General in council in applauding the extraordinary 
activity, valour, and perseverance displayed by the British 
troops on this memorable occasion. 

145. To enable your honourable Committee to form a judg- 
ment of the importance of this acquisition, we have the honour 
to annex to this despatch copies of letters which were found 
in the fort after its capture. 

14^. On the 7th of September the commander-in-chief re- 
ceived a letter from General Perron, renewing his application 
for permission to retire within the Company’s tei'ritories, with 
which application the cominander-in-chief, with his usual 
judgment and promptitude, deemed it proper immediately to 
comply. 

147. The Governor-General considered the retirement of 
General Perron in the present crisis of affairs to be an event 
highly favourable to the success of the British arms, and to 
the interests of the British Government in India, The de- 
fection of that officer, may be expected to relieve the sur- 
rounding states and chieftains, from the dread which they 
entertained of his power, and to encourage them to manifest 
the desire which they are generally believed to entertain, of 
emancipating themselves from the control of the Mahratta 
power, by co-operating wdth the British forces. This event 
must also diminish the confidence which the native powers of 
India, have been accustomed to repose in the fidelity of their 
French officers. 
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1#8L On thOf'Sth of September the Fort of Koorja, which 
the <Kmixzumder-m*chief represents to be of considerable 
strength, was evacuated. 

149. The €rovenior-General in council has the highest 
satisfaction in transmitting to your honourable Conmiittee the 
aceompanymg printed copies of letters* from his Excelleney 
the commander-in-chief, dated the llth, l^h, and 13th of 
September, containing the important intelligence of theenlare 
defeat of the Mahratta army under the command of M. Louis, 
in the vicinity of Delhi. The glory of this most brilliant and 
decisive victory has not been exceeded by any of the nume- 
rous achievements which have established the reputation of 
the British arms in this quarter of the globe. 

150. By this distinguished success the French force esta- 
blished in the dominions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah may be con- 
sUered to be completely destroyed. Your honourable Com- 
mittee will not fail to appreciate the importance of this event 
under the actual renewal of war between Great Britain and 
France. 

151. The Governor-General in council has the further 
satis&btion of apprizing your honourable Committee that the 
iidiabitants of the Mahratta territory through which the Br^ 
tish army has passed, have uniformly testified the utmost joy 
at the success of our arms, and have been active in fumisbing 
supplies and provisions to the British troops. 

153- Several of the chieftdns, subjects or tributaries to the 
Mahratta Goveamment, have expressed to the commander-in- 
chief their desire to place themselves under the protection of 
the British Government, and to co-operate with the British 
forces ; and every reason exists to justify an expectation that 
their example will be followed by many of the Seik chieftains 
and others, whom the power and ascendancy of General Per- 
ron in that quarter of India had compelled to yield a reluctant 
acquiescence in the requisition of that officer for the aid of 
their respective forces in the present contest. 

153. Rajah Runjeet Sing, the Rajah of Lahore and the 
principal amongst the Seik chieftains, has transmitted pro- 
posals to the commander-in-chief for the transfer of the terri- 
tory belonging to that nation south of the river Sutledge, on 


• Advertisements of the 23rd, 24th, and 25th of September, 
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the conditioif of mutual defence against the respective enemies 
of that chieftion and of the British nation. 

154. His Majesty Shah Allum has manifested the utmost 
solicitude to avail himself of the protection of the British 
power, and your honourable Committee will anticipate from 
the contents of the commander*in-chief s despatch of the 

of September, the probability that his Majesty’s person ^nd 
authority will speedy be entrusted to the defence of the Bri- 
tish power, and that the honourable Company will soon obtain 
in the eyes of aU the native states of India, the distinguished 
honour which must attend the deliverance of that aged and 
unfortunate monarch from a condition of the utmost degree 
of misery and degradation, and bis restoration under the pro- 
tection of the British Government to a state of dignity, com- 
petency and comfort 

155. The Governor-General in council is happy to inform 
your honourable Committee that no event has occuirred to 
counterbalance these brilliant successes. Five companies of 
sepoys under the command of Lieut-Colonel Coninghamy 
occupied a stnall frontier post at Shekohabad. That incon- 
siderable body of troops was attacked on the £nd of Sep- 
tember by a numerous detachment of cavalry under the com- 
mand of a Frenchman named Fleury, and succeeded in com- 
pelling the enemy to retreat, but being again attacked pn the 
4th of September by the same superior force, and having 
nearly expended its ammunition, the party of British troops 
capitulated to the enemy. On the receipt of this intelligence 
his Excellency the commander-in-chief detached a consider- 
able body of cavalry and infantry to oppose the Mahratta 
troops under the command of M. Fleury, and the Governor- 
General in council has since had the satisfaction to learn that 
the approach of that detachment, combined with the fall of 
the fortress of Allyghur, induced M. Fleury to retire precipi- 
tately with the troops under his command across the Jumna; 
those troops have since dispersed. 

156. The Governor-General in council now proceeds to 
communicate to your honourable Committee the course of 
military operations on the western side of India. 

157. The honourable Major-General Wellesley who occu- 
pied a position within one march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
fortress of Ahmednuggur, having received intelligence of the 
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of tbe Resident’s negotiation, commenced his march 
towards that fortress on the 8th of August, and the saxne day 
attached and carried by escalade the fortified town of Ahmed- 
tiuggur. On the 10th of August the batteries of the British 
army opened against the fort, whibh was surrendered on the 
l^ih instant. For the details of this briDiwt and important 
success, the Oovemor-General in coundl has the honour to 
refer your honourable Committee to the enclosed publication,* 
issued by the authority of the Governor-General in council, 
and the accompanying printed copyf of Major-General Wel- 
lesley’s despatch to the Governor-General of the l£th of 
August. 

158. The possession of this fortress is of peculiar impor- 
tance to the prosecution of our military operations, by securing 
the communication with Poonah, and by afibrding a dep5t 
for supplies of provisions and military stores. 

159. In the interval of time between the l^th and Slst 
of August, the date of the latest advices from that officer, 
Major-General Wellesley took possession of all the districts 
dependent on Ahmednuggur, yielding an estimated annual 
revenue of six lacs, thirty-four thousand rupees; those districts 
were placed under the temporary management of a British 
oficer. 

160. On the 21st of August, a part of the force under the 
command of Major-General Wellesley had crossed, and the 
remainder was crossing the river Godaveree, on its march 
towards the enemy, and eventually to form a junction with the 
subsidiary force of Hyderabad under the conunand of Colonel 
Stevenson, which occupied a position near Jafirabad. 

161. By the latest advices from the armies of the confe- 
derated chieftains, it appears that those chieftains had des- 
patched their heavy baggage to Boorhanpore, and were 
moving towards the Budowlee pass, one of the passes into 
the territories of the Nizam. 

162. The following is the amount of the respective forces 
of the Rajah of Berar, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, assembled 
near the Nizamis frontier on the 5th of July — 


* General Orders, 29th of August ; see p. 282. 
t General Orders, 8th of September ; see p. 296, 
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Forces ofScintUah<. — Cayalry^ 18,500; infantry, 11 battalions, iAatblilb<ik 
men, 500 ; heavy ordnance, 35 ; field pieces, 1 70. 

Forces of the Eajah of Berar.— Cavalry, 20,000; infantry, 5,000; field 
pieces, 35; rocket men, 500; camel gnns, 500. 

1^, The foregoing statement includes troops of every deet 
aHption. The Governor-General in council has reaspii. to 
believe^ that the number of the confederated farces has been 
considerably diminished by desertion, in consequence of the 
scarcity of provisions. 

164. The force under the immediate command of Majop 
General Wellesley, consists of 1,781 European and native 
cavalry, * 6,999 infantry, f exclusive of European artillery^ 
men, and 668 pioneers, of the establishment of Fort &t* 
George, 2,400 cavalry belonging to the Rajah of Mysore^ e^^d 
about 8,000 Mahratta horse. Two battalions of sepoys were 
detached in the month of July with a large convoy of treasure^ 
bullocks, and grain, from the army under the command of 
his Excellency Lieut-General Stuart, to the army of Majors 
General Wellesley. The British* force remaining at.Pooiuih 
for the protection of that capital, consists of 1,77& infantry 
and artillery. % 

165. The forces under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 
consist of the whole of the subsidiary force, amounting to 
7,920 Infantry, cavalry, and artillery; § and about 16,000 men, 
cavalry and infantry of his Highness the Nizam’s troops. 

166. The Resident at Poonah will receive instructions tp 
communicate to your honourable Committee, the progress. of 
the operations of the British armies to the date of his latest 

♦ Cavalry. — H. M ’s 19tb light dragoons, 384; 4th, 5t|i, and 7th, rjegi- 
ments native cavalry, 1 347-— total 1731. Artillery, 173. 

t Infantry. — H. M.^s 74th regiment, and H. M.'s 78th reifimsnt, 1358^; 
first battalion 2nd, N. 1. ; first battalion 8th, N. L; second hattaliqn 
N. I. ; second battalion 18tb, N. I. ; and third regiment N* I«, 

Total 8903. With 357 Madras artillery lascars, and 653 Madias, piopem* 

X H. M.’s 84th regiment, five companies, 470 ; European artillerymen, 
93; native infantry, 1215.— Total 1778. With 117 Bombay lascare, and 
a small park of artillery. 

§ Cavalry.— 3rd, and 6th, regiments native cavalry, 909 ; aitillei^, 
Infantry. — ^H. M.’s Scotch brigrade, 778; second battalion 2nf, 
first battalion 6tb, N. 1., second battalion 7th, N.I., second battsfibh 9tlf, 
N. L, and 1 1th, regiment N. I., 61 13.— Total 7920. With 276 gun liAcfiif, 
and 212 pioneers. 
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advices, at the period of time when this despatch shall reach 
Poonafa. 

1 67* The most active measures have been adopts under 
the orders of the Governor-General, for the occupation of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah's sesrport of Baroach; and the Gover- 
nor-General in council confidently hopes, that the infonnalioA 
from Bombay of the capture of that important |dace^irill 
accompany this despatch. 

168. By the latest advices it appears, that Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar still maintained his position between the rivers Taptee 
and Nerbuddah ; there is no reason to believe that the Bajah 
of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, have succeeded in them 
endeavours to obtain the co-operation of that chieftain. 

169. In our despatch of the 1st of August, the Govemor- 
Generdl in council informed your honourable Committee, tibat 
the attei^on of the Governor-General was directed to the 
formation of an arrangement for the occupation of the province 
of Cuttack. For this purpose a part of the northern division 
of the army Under the Presidency of Fort St. George, cmn- 
manded by Lieut.-Colonel Campbell, was ordered to be holden 
in readiness to proceed on that expedition firom Ganjam,* 
and a detachment consisting of two companies of his Majesty’s 
^nd regiment of foot, and a part of the ^h Bengal regiment 
was despatched from Bengal, to reinforce the tooops undmr 
Lieut.-Colonel Campbell’s command; the whole of timt force 
coiisists of 56d Europeans of his Majesty’s and the honour- 
able Company’s troops, ^,^00 sepoys, and a party of native 
cavalry consisting of fifty men. 

170. The Govemor-Generalalso directed a detachment con^ 
sisting of 500 Bengal volunteers, and twenty-one artillerymen, 
with four six-pounders to proceed by sea, under the command 
of Captain Morgan, for the purpose of occupying Balasore; 
and another detachment has been formed at Jelasore, under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Ferguson, consisting of 835 


* Force assembled at Ganjam. — Cavalry, 50 j Artillery— Bengal, 50, 
Madras, 12; Infantry— H. M.'s 22nd regiment, Uvo companies, 205 j 
Madras European regiment, 300; 20th Bengal N. L, 600 ; 0th Madras 
N. I., 600; I9th Madras N. I, 1,000— total 2815. Sent from Bengal, to 
Balas(»re by sea.— B^gal volunteers, 500 ; artillery 21 — ^total &1. At 
Jelasore.— Cavalry, with two gallopers, 84 ; artillery, 22; native ihfiintry, 
835— total 941 ; with 50 gun lascars. 
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sepoys, and eighty-four men of the GoTemor*General> hody^ 
guard, for the purpose of advancing into the province of 
Cuttack, and fomung a junction with the detachment at Bala- 
sore, when the state of the intermediate country, or the pro^, 
gressnf the main army shall fovour that movement This 
detachment is supported by a force of 1,400 sepoys, assembled 
at Midnapore under the command of Lieut-Colonel Fenwick. 

171« It is proper to inform your honourable Committee, 
that in consequence of a severe i^ess which prevented Lieut.- 
(^lonel Campbell from proceeding with the army, the Go- 
vernor-General despatched Lieut-Colonel Harcourt, of his 
Majesty’s 18th regiment, his Lordship’s Military Secretary, 
to Ganjam, for the purpose of taking the command of that 
army., 

178. On the 8th of Septemhisr, the troops under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Colonel Campbell commenced their march 
frmn Ganjam^ On the 11th of September, Lieut-Colonel 
Harcourt arrived at Ganjam and took the command of the 
troops, Lieut-Colonel Campbell continuing in a state of health 
whi^ rendered him unable to move with the expedition. 

178. On the 14th instant, the British troops conducted by 
Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt, took possession of Manikapatam 
without any resistance on the part of the Mahratta troops, 
who fled on the approach of our army. 

174. From that station Lieut.Xolonel Harcourt despatched 
a letter to the principal Bramins of the pagoda of Juggernaut 
encouraging them to place the pagoda under the protection 
of the British troops. 

175. On the 16th instant, a favourable answer was received 
from the Bramins, and a deputation was sent to the British 
camp to claim the protection which had been offered by 
Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt 

176. On the 18th mstant, the army encamped at J uggenmut ; 
the Mahratta troops which were there stationed fled on its 
approach. 

177. The inhabitants of the country subject to the Mah- 
ratta Government through which the British troops have 
passed, have manifested the utmost degree of satisfaction at 
their approach. 

178. On the 81st instant, the detachment under the com- 
mand of Captain Morgan landed at Balasore, and succeeded 
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in oceupjiiig fliat statii^n after a Yeij sliglit xemtance on tbe 
part of Ae enemy. 

1'79. Fioin the accounts which have been received with' 
regard to the troops of the Rajah of Berar in the Ptoinnee 
of Cuttack, there is no reas<m to suppose tibat these trc^ops 
iwe rither numerous or fonnidaMe, nor is it probabte thidi'dbs^ 
can receive any considerable rdnforcemaits fromBerar, While 
Major-General Weflesley’s operations engagb the attention 
of tibe Rajah for the defence of his person and of his capital; 
at all events it may be expected, that the introduction of aiqr 
additional fi3rce into the Province of Cuttack wiH be esflfeo- 
tually prevented by the previous occupation of the passes 
leading into that province, either by the British troops, or by 
the chieftains occupying the territory on the frontier of Cut- 
tack, whom we may be enabled to conciliate to the interests 
of the British Government. 

180. The Governor-General in council entertains a hope 
that the officers of the Rajah of Berar, may be induced t6 
surrender the possession of that province to the British power 
without a contest ; and the Govemor-General has adopted 
measures calculated to produce that desirable event; under 
any probable circumstances, however, the Governor-General 
in coundl confidently anticipates the complete and speedy 
success of the expedition against the province of Cuttack. 

181. In our despatch of the 1st of August^* the Govemor- 
General in council apprized your honourable Conmnttee of 
the expected death of his Highness the Nizam. 

18£. The event took place on the 6th of August; hfr 
Highness’s eldest son Mirza Secunder Jah was immediately 
proclaimed successor to the Soobahdary of the Deccan; on 
the 7th of August, Mirza Secunder Jah formally took his 
seat on the musnud, to which he was conducted by the 
Resident at Hyderabad, and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, ihe 
deputy of his late Highness’s prime minister Azim ifl Onrfa, 
and received the congratulatory presents of all the principal 
officers of his government at Hyde^’abad. 

183. On that occasion, the Resident at Hyderabad was 
received by bis Highness with the most distinguished honours 
as the representative of the British Government in India, 
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and Ms Highness publicly delivered to the Resident an in- 
strument under his Highness’s seah acknowledging the obli- 
gation of the treaties subsisting between the British Govem- 
■ment^ and the state of Hyderabad. 

184. The Governor-General had previously directed the 
Resident to reqture firoin Secunder Jah the ' delivery of an 
instrument to that efiect^ as the first act of that Prince’s Go^- 
vernment^ and his Highness assented to that requisition with 
the utmost readiness. 

185. Rajsdi Ragotim Rao on that occasion, suggested the 
demand of a corresponding engagement on the part of the 
J^itish Government, which suggestion the Resident* properly 
rejected. The Governor^General in council however, being 
of opinion that a voluntary act of recognition on our part, 
ii^oukl tend to conciliate the con d^nce of Secunder Jah, and 
would produce an impression on the minds of his subjects, 
and of the several princes and chieftains of India, and parti- 
cularly on the mind of his BQghness the Peishwa, highly 
fevourable to the credit of our justice, moderation, and public 
faith, deemed it expedient to execute an engagement in terms 
corresponding with the instrument delivered by Secunder 
Jah, and an instrument to that effect was accordingly executed 
by the Governor-General in council under the seal of the 
honourable Company, and transmitted to the Resident, with 
directions to deliver it to his Highness the Soobahdar in the 
most public and formal manner. 

186. The Governor-General in council has great satisfac*- 
tion in stating to your honourable Committee, that the event 
of his Highness the Nizam’s death has not occasioned any 
interruption of the public tranquillity, and that the accession 
of Mirza Secunder Jah has been generally and cheerfully 
acknowledged by the younger sons of his late Highness, and 
by all the officers and subjects of his Highness’s Govern^ 
ment. 

187. The preservation of tranquillity at this crisis must be 
ascribed principally to the position of our armies, under the 
command of Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson, 
and of a considerable detachment from the army, under the 
personal command of his Excellency Lieut.-General Stuart, 
which his Excellency, under the orders of the Governor- 
General despatched towards the southern frontier of the 
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NiEam^s dominions^ for the purpose of eventually proceeding 
to Hyderabad, if the situation of affairs should render such 
a*" movement expedient or necessary for the preservation of 
tranquillity, or for secunng the regular order of succession on 
the^death of the Nizam. 

188. Adverting to the known designs and proceedings of 
the^confederated chieftains with relation to the British Go- 
vernment, to the intrigues which they had long carried on at 
the Court of Hyderabad, with a view to dissolve the connec- 
tion subsisting between the British Governmenhand the state 
of Hyderabad, and to the position of their united armies <hi 
the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, it can scarcely be 
doubted that unless the movements of their armies had been 
checked by the position of the British troops, those chieftains 
would have taken advanta of the event of the Nizam’s 
decease, to excite commotions in the state of Hyderabad, and 
to disturb the regular order of succession by affording the 
aid of their troops in support of the known pretensions of 
Ferreedoon Jah, (the younger brother of Secunder Jah) to 
the musnud of Hyderabad. 

189. The expected event of his Highness the Nizam’s 
decease, and the opportunity which that event might afford 
to the confederated chieftiains in the actual position of their 
armies to prosecute their injurious designs, furnished an addi- 
tional reason for requiring those chieftains to withdraw their 
armies from the menacing position which they occupied on 
the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions. 

190. The Governor-General in council deems it proper to 
transmit to your honourable Committee, an extract from a 
despatch from the Resident at Poonah, detailing propositions 
on the part of his Highness the Peishwa, for the transfer to 
the honourable Company of a part of his Highness’s posses- 
sions in the Province of Bundlecund, yielding an estimated 
annual revenue of thirty-six lacs of rupees, in lieu of the ter- 
ritory ceded by his Highness in the southern quarter of his 
dominions, and of a part of the cessions in the vicinity of 
Surat, and other proposed modifications of the treaty of 
Bassein. 

191. The Governor-General in council considering those 
proposed modifications of the treaty of Bassein to be a con- 
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siderable improvement of the terms of that treaty, with 
reference to the interests of the British Government, has 
assented to the Peishwa’s propositions* 

192. Your honourable Committee will observe with satis- 
faction, that these propositions from the Peishwa aiforded an 
unequivocal proof of the sincerity of his Highness’s disposition 
to adhere to the principles and spirit of the alliance happily 
concluded between his Highness, and the British Govern- 
ment. 

193* In conformity to the plan of operations and political 
arrangements contained in the Governor-General’s instruc- 
tions to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, of the 27th 
of July, (of which a copy accompanied our despatch of the 
1st of August,) a considerable detachment of British troops 
was assembled near Allahaba< for the purpose of co-opera- 
ling with the force under the command of Himmut Baha- 
dur (one of his Highness the Peishwa’s principal officers in 
Bundlecund) in the occupation of that province, agreeably to 
the proposals which that officer some time since transmitted 
to the British Government, as noted in the 59th paragraph 
of this despatch; and the Governor-General has received 
information that the detachment has crossed the river Jumna, 
and entered the province of Bundlecund. 

194. The Governor-General in council has every reason to 
expect the pacific introduction of the Company’s authority 
into the province of Bundlecund, and the late cession of a 
part of the Peishwa’s possessions in Bundlecund may be 
expected greatly to facilitate the accomplishment of that 
object. 

195. Adverting to the brilliant success and rapid progress 
of the British arms in the present contest with the confede- 
rated Mahratta chieftains, to the accumulated and seasonable 
pressure of an active and skilful system of military operations 
on all the most valuable points of their resources and domi- 
nions, and to the probable issue of the various political 
arrangements adopted on this occasion for the purpose of 
securing the co-operation, or neutrality of the several states 
and chieftains, whose power and resources might be employed 
in support of the enemy’s cause, the Governor-General enter- 
tains a confident expectation of the early conclusion of peace 
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with those chieftains on terms, which s hall deprive them of 
the means of disturbing the tranquillily of our possessions, 
and of impairing the efficiency and stability of our alliances. 

196. Under the prosperous issue of such a general pacifi- 
cation, we expect that with a considerable augmentation of 
the lustre and glory of the British arms in India, we shall 
witness the accomplishment of a comprehensive system oi 
affiances and political connection in Hindostan and tiie Deo* 
can, calculated to promote the general tranquilKty of India, 
and to secure on the most permanent foundations the interests 
and dominions of the honourable Company, against the hostife 
attempts of any native or European power, and especially to 
protect the north-western firontier of Oude, and to destroy 
the last remnant of French influence in India. 

We have honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

with the greatest respect, 
Your most obedient and faithful servants, 
Wellesley. 

G. H. Barlow. 
G. U»NY. 


No. Cl. 

Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess WeUesle^, 

'Most Secret.) 

London, April 1803. 

My dear Loro, [Received Sept. 27, 1803.] 

I think I may now safely venture to assure your Lordship, 
in confidence, that you will receive very shortly orders from 
the Court of Directors suspending thdr former directions for 
the abolition of the College of Fort William, and directing 
you to continue it on its present establishment till further 
notice. Whatever it may be ultimately wise to do with this 
valuable institution, I have not thought it expedient, after all 
that has passed on this subject, to press for more than the 
revocation of their former orders* Tins will restore the whole 
to the footing on which it stood previously to the despatch of 
Jan. 180^* Whatever difference of opinion may prevail as 
to the best mode of accomplishing an object, in the necessity 
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of which all are agreed, namely, providing means for the edu- 
cation of the junior civil servants of the Company, your Lord- 
ship may rely that no further step will be taken in Europe 
which can disturb the existing arrangement, till the Govern- 
ment at home shall have the advantage of communicating fully 
with you, and of availing themselves, on your Lordship’s re- 
turn, of your advice and assistance. 1 shall take care to 
have copies of the Court’s orders forwarded to the subordi- 
nate presidencies, that no unnecessary delay may occur in 
forwarding the writers to Fort William from Fort St George 
and Boipbay. 

The despatch relative to the liquidation of debt has been 
delayed from some legal doubts which have been raised as to 
the instructions therein contained being within the provisions 
of the Act of 1793. This is a mere question of form, which 
will easily be disposed of. The more substantial arrange- 
ments for carrying our purpose into effect, I am happy to 
acquaint your Lordship, are in forwardness. Above ajnillion 
of silver has already been shipped in the present season for 
India and China, and a supply to the extent of £600,000 more 
is absolutely secured. 

It is not our intention in any degree to relax or limit our 
efforts in this most important q^ject. The Chairs are now 
as much alive to the policy of the measure as I could wish 
them, and co-operate cordially with me in all my views for the 
reduction of the foreign debt. What can be procured, your 
Lordship may rely on receiving, and after the close of the 
present season, the interval before the ships of the next sea- 
son are under despatch shall be employed in collecting the 
most liberal supply of bullion that can be obtained. 

I am sorry to observe that the state of the treasury at Can- 
ton will divert so large a proportion as half a million of this 
supply from the immediate service of India ; but this will col- 
laterally relieve the Bengal treasury, and I trust that with 
above a million in the present season, and the prospect even 
of a larger amount in the ensuing year, your Lordship will 
be enabled to put our plan so far in a process of execution as 
will ensure its ultimate success. 

I have directed a copy of my budget to be sent you, and I 
shall be anxious to hear that you partake in the confidence I 
have ventured to express, that with due exertions at home in 
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the transmission of silver, the liquidation of debt may be ef- 
fected in peace to the extent of two millions, and in war, of 
one million a-year. 

I am, my dear Lord, 
with great regard, very sincerely yours, 

Castlereagh. 


No. CII. 

Lieut. ^General Lake to the Murquese Welleeley. 

My Lord, Oorwuly, Sept 29th, 1803. 

Your letter of the 15th instant reached me last night, 
couched in such terms of friendshipLand flattering approbation 
of my conduct as to leave me quite destitute of words to ex- 
press my feelings and sensations upon the occasion, and I can 
only assure your Lordship that although I may be deficient 
in language to thank you for your abundant kindness towai^ 
me, my heart overflows with gratitude, and will, as long as I 
draw breath, ever glow with the warmest sentiments of attach- 
ment and affection for the confidence and powers you have so 
liberally and fully entrusted and reposed in me, and of which' 
I trust you will never have cause to repent. 

I accord with your Lordship in thinking that the honour 
and interest of our country must certainly console us for the 
loss of so many brave men, when we consider the advantage 
of their achievements. 

It affords me very peculiar satisfaction to perceive your 
Lordship approves so entirely of my conduct in the capture 
of Alighur, as I stood alone in my opinion respecting the at- 
tack. I am now more than ever convinced it was perfectly 
right, as a long siege would have lost the country, and cdst 
us, I do most firmly believe, a considerable number more lives. 

I Used every endeavour to avoid the effusion of human 
blood, which is a source of great satisfaction to my mind, as 
I think no man in my situation should wantonly tfeotf away 
the lives of his own men, or inhumanly butcher those of his 
enemy. These sentiments will, I trust, plead my excuse to 
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my Go4 and my country, and entitle me to a continuance of 
your friendship and affection. 

I have the honour to be, my dear Lord, 
your most attached and devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 

P. S. — ^The rain has been so excessive all day, that we 
could not move. It is a blessing we must all rejoice at, as 
the thoughts of a famine are, by this seasonable relief, entirely 
dcme away. 


No. CHL 

rhe Marqueu JFeUmle^ fo UeuU-^Qenmd L^he. 

(Private.) ^ 

My x>EAB Sxe, ^^Soonamookee” offBarrac)c]^ox%iispi. 3D, 1803. 

I avail myself of the first moment of my reoo^ry from 
sickness to offer you my most cordial congratulatiotls on the 
glorious victory of the llth, and on its decisive and propitious 
consequences. An event more honourable to the British 
arms never occurred in any part of the world, and in India 
the conduct and result of the., action stand without parallel. 
Much as I feel indebted to tlie merits of your army, justice, 
universal consent of all parties, and the plain evidence of in- 
disputable fact concur to point my principal attention to your 
matchless energy, ability, and valour. You have formed the 
army to this illustrious and extraordinary achievement, and to 
your personal exertion must be attributed the promptitude, 
skill, and irresistible intrepidity which marked our operations 
on that memorable day. The result must be the utter extinction 
of the last vestige of French influence in India, the defeat of 
the ambitious and rapacious views of the Mahratta confede- 
rates, and a speedy peace with ample indemnity and security 
to the allies. You are entitled to the highest honours and 
rewards which your country and your king can bestow; from 
me as the representative of both in India, you will receive 
every tesdmony which I can afford in my public capacity of 
my admiration of your conduct, and of the high value and 
consideration which I attach to your eminent services. My 
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prii^ate gratitude cannot be expressed ; nor is it possible to 
form a hope of discharging such a debt according to my esti- 
mation of its extent. My life, however protracted, cotdd not 
furnish the means of satisfying my sentiments on this occasion. 
But whatever can be expected from the most cordial, firm and 
zealous respect, affection, and attachment, must ever be com- 
manded by you from me, and from every person connected 
with me. 

My former instructions and your several despatches leave 
me little to communicate to you in the form of instruction; 
I have, however, conmoenced an official reply to your letters, 
which was interrupted by severe pain, but will be resuimed 
this day or to-morrow. I entirely approve aB your proceed- 
ings as stated in your despatches down to the 15th instant, 
the date of your last despatch received. You will receive de- 
tails of our success in Cuttack, of the fall of Broach by assault 
on the ^th of August, and of Major-General Wellesley*s ad- 
vanced position and expectations. On the 8th of September 
nothing decisive h^ happened in that quarter. But your 
astonishing success was not then known to Scindiah or the 
Berar man. 

1 wish early measures to be adopted for settKr^ the reve- 
nues of the countries which you have conquered. Your 
powers enable you to name commissicmers for that purpose. 
I recommend Mr, Cunninghame, of Btawah, as one, Mr. 
Stacey, of Cawnpore, is also a very good and brave naan. You 
will consider the necessity of any addition to the mtive In- 
fantry on this establishment with reference to the following 
considerations. 

First. The relief of the detachment now serving at Hydera- 
bad, from Fort St George ; my intention being that the army 
of Fort St. Geoi^e, as soon as may be practicable, should 
applied entirely to the separate use of that government, viz. 
in the Circars, the districts ceded by the Nizam, the Car- 
natic, Tanjore, &e. Malabar, Canara and Mysore ; that 
Bombay should fumii^ troops for itself, tor the subsidiary 
force at Poonah, and frur Guzerat, and that Braga! should 
furnish troops &r oicf present provinces, and for the sub^diary 
force at Hyderabad. 

This arrangement is i^ahjeet to a question respectii^ the 
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native cavalry, of which two regiments are required for Hy- 
derabad, and one for Poonah. 

You will consider whether the cavalry for Hyderabad shall 
be furnished from Madras or Bengal, and whence the Poonah 
regiments shall be furnished. 

A fiirther question arisen ifith reference to the peace with 
Scindiah and the Rajah of IKrar. 

If at the peace we retain the King, Delhi, Agra, and a line 
of defence south and west of the Jumna, with the Doab and 
Bundelcund, we must furnish from Bengal a subsidiary 
force for the King, and troops sufficient to occupy the con- 
quered countries in addition to our present territories in that 
quarter. If we retain Cuttack, we must furnish troops, (and 
a strong force it must be) for the defence of that valuable and 
most important possession. With these general suggestions, 
which I shall detail more particularly hereafter, I leave you 
to decide the propriety of raising new corps of native infantry, 
and if you should think that the necessity of Isuch a measure 
is at all urgent, you will issue your orders for raising one or 
two new regiments ; and I will take care to give you regular 
authority with a proper date, as soon as I shall learn that you 
have proceeded to raise the corps. 

If the war should continue, it will be necessary to invade 
Berar as early as possible in November ; my idea on that 
subject was, to connect the invasion of Berar with the relief 
of the force at Hyderabad. The subsidiary force at Hydera- 
bad now consists of five battalions of native infantry, one regi- 
ment of European infantry, and two regiments of native ca- 
valry, with a due proportion of artillery. 

I apprize you generally of my notions for your conside- 
ration. A few days will enable me to write more fully to 
you. 

I have delayed ray general order on the occasion of the 
glorious victory of the 11th, until I can publish the account 
of the interview which you must have had with the Emperor 
on the 16th, intending to connect the glory of the battle of 
Delhi with the interesting circumstance of the deliverance of 
the house of Timur from bondage and degradation. 

By an overland despatch now about to depart, and a sea 
conveyance also prepared, I shall transmit to England the 
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most ample testimonies of your honourable services. It is 
my intention to submit my opinion on' this subject in direct 
personal addresses to the King, the Prince of Wales, and the 
Duke of York, independently of the ordinary official com- 
munications. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Yours, most faithfiilly 'and affectionately, 
with the most cordial esteem and attachment, 

Wellesley. 

P.S. — Half-past four, p. m., your despatches of the 17th 
remved. 


No. CIV. 

The Hon MajorMeneral Welleeley to the Marquess Wellesley. 

My Lord, Camp, Sept 30, 1803 

I have the honour to enclose an account of the ordnance 
taken from the enemy in the action of the 28rd instant. I have 
reason to believe that there are still four more guns, which 
vrere thrown into the river by the enemy in their retreat. 

We have taken seven stand of colours, and the enemy lost 
all their ammunition, although the tumbrils having blown up,' 
some during the action, and others during the succeeding 
night, we have got nothing but the shot. The ordnance is 
very fine ; but I have destroyed the iron guns, and shall put 
the brass guns in a place of security. 

The enemy lost twelve hundred men killed in the field of 
battle, and their wounded are scattered in all parts of the 
country. It is reported that Jadoon Row, Scindiah’s princi- 
pal minister, received a wound, of which he died the day be- 
fore yesterday. Their army are in the greatest confixsion, 
and retiring to Burhaunpore. Colonel Stevenson has followed 
them down the Adjuntee Ghaut, and I propose to descend 
the Ghauts as soon as I shall have placed the wounded sol- 
diers in security. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency’s most obedient, 

and faithful humble servant, 

Arthur Wellesley. 
c 
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No. CV. 

General Orders, by the Gwermr-^General %n CotmotL 

Fort William, October Ist, 1803, 

The returns* received by the Governor-General in council 
of the ordnance taken on the field of battle near Delhi, on the 
11th of September, 180S, have completed the official state- 
ment of the military operations conducted under the personal 
command of his Excellency General Lake, from the ^th of 
August, to the 18th of September. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant success of our arms 
within that period of time, every loyal subject of the British 
empire must be animated by the most zealous emotions of just 
pride, national triumph, and public glory. 

The Governor-General in council has already expressed 
the sentiments of gratitude and admiration with which he 
contemplates the conduct of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, and of the officers and troops under his Excellency's 
personal command, in the action of the ^9th of August, and 
in the gallant assault of the fortress of Alyghur on the 4th of 
September. 

‘ ^ His Excellency in council highly approves the judicious 
and early movement of the army after that important success 
towards the principal station of the enemy’s infantry and ar- 
tillery, and the position whence the most speedy relief might 
be afforded to the unfortunate representative of the house of 
Timur, and to his Majesty’s royal family. 

The decisive victory gained in the battle of Delhi, on the 
11th of September, justified the fii*m confidence reposed by 
the Governor-General in council in the bravery, persever- 
ance, and discipline of the army, and in the skill, judgment, 
active spirit and invincible intrepidity of their illustrious 
commander. 

The glory of that day is not surpassed by any recorded 
triumph of the British arms in India, and is attended by every 
circumstance calculated to elevate the fame of British valour, 
to illustrate the character of British humanity, and to secure 
the stability of the British empire in the East. 

The Governor-General in council acknowledges with the 


* These returns are given in the Appendix. 
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most cordial satisfaction, the distinguished services of Major- 
Gteneral Ware, and of the honourable Major-General St. 
John, in the action of the 11th of September ; and directs the 
Commander-in-Chief to signify his particular approbation of 
the conduct of Major-General Ware, in the command of the 
right wing of the British army, and of the conduct of the 
honourable Major-General St. John in the ability and stea- 
piness which he displayed in the command of the left wing, 
by surmounting every difficulty, and by forcing the right 
wing of the enemy to retire in disorder with heavy loss. 

The Governor-General in council also directs the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to notify to Colonel St. Leger, and to the 
corps of cavalry employed on this honourable occasion, the 
high approbation with which his Excellency in council has 
received the report of their gallantry and firmness, and of 
the peculiar skill, manifested under the able command of 
Colonel St. Leger, in their judicious, rapid and decisive move- 
ments during the action, and after the flight of the enemy 
had commenced. His Excellency in council contemplates 
with great satisfaction the advanced state of discipline of the 
native cavalry of Bengal, and the splendid prooft which that 
corps has afforded of its efficiency in active service ag^st t^e 
numerous artillery of the enemy. 

The conduct of Captain Boyce, and of his Majesty’s 76t1i 
regiment, is noticed with the warmest applause by the Gover- 
nor-General in council: the high reputation established by 
that respectable corps in various services of difficulty and 
danger in India, appeared in the battle of Delhi, with a 
degree of lustre which has never been exceeded even by 
’ British troops. His Excellency in council signifies his most 
distinguished approbation of the firmness and intrepidity of 
the officers and men of the native infantry, who, with his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, at the point of the bayonet, forced 
an enemy, considerably superior in numbers, from a powerftil 
and well served artillery, and opened the way for the succes- 
ful charge of the cavalry. The conduct of the native troops 
on this memorable day, reflects the highest^ honour upon the 
discipline of the army of Bengal, and confirms the confidence 
of the Governor-General in council, in the diligence, skill, 
and courage of the officers of this establishment, and in the 
eminent character of our native soldiers. 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Horsford and the artillery, the Go- 
vernor-General in council repeats the public testimony of 
approbation which that meritorious corps has uniformly 
deserved in every exigency of the service. 

To the staff of the army the Governor-General in council 
is happy to express the satisfaction witt which he learns, that 
they continue on all occasions, to merit the warmest appro- 
bation of the Commander-iu-Chief. 

The Governor-General in council sincerely laments the 
loss of Major Middleton, Captain McGregor, Lieutenant Hill, 
Lieutenant Preston, Comet Sanguine, and Quarter-Master 
Richardson ; and of the brave soldiers who fell in the exem- 
plary exertion of deliberate valour, and disciplined spirit at 
the battle of Delhi. The names of these brave men will be 
commemorated with the glorious events of the day on which 
they fell, and will be honoured and revered, while the fame 
of that signal victory shall endure. 

In testimony of the peculiar honour acquired by the army 
under the personal command of his Excellency General Lake, 
the Governor-General in council is pleased to order, that 
honorary colours, with a device properly suited to commemo- 
rate the reduction of the fortress of Alyghur on the 4th, and 
the victory obtained at Delhi on the 11th of September, be 
presented to the corps of cavalry and infantry, European and 
native, respectively employed on those glorious occasions ; 
and that a public monument be erected at Fort William to 
the memory of the brave officers and men, European and 
native, who have fallen in the public service during the pre- 
sent campaign. 

The honorary colours granted by these orders to his 
Majesty’s ^7th regiment of dragoons, and to the 76th regi- 
ment of foot, are to be used by those corps while they shall 
continue in India, or until his Majesty’s most gracious pleasure 
be signified through his Excellency the Commander-hi-Chief. 

In concluding his orders on this memorable occasion, the 
Governor-General in council is pleased to direct, that the 
public thanks of the Supreme Government of the British 
possessions in India be ’given to his Excellency General Lake, 
Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and of the honourable 
Company's forces in India, who, with unexampled alacrity, 
eminent judgment, and indefatigable courage, under extraor- 
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dinary difficulties, has prepared the army of Bengal for the 
field; has conducted it by a rapid succession of glorious 
victories to the complete defeat of a powerful - enemy ; and 
has maintained the honour of the British name in India, by 
a humane attention towards the inhabitants of the conquered 
provinces, and by a due respect and reverence towards the 
unfortunate representative of the house of Timur, and towards 
bis Majesty’s royal family. 

His Excellency the most noble the Governor-General in 
council, Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief of all the 
land forces serving in the East Indies, is pleased to dkect, 
that these orders be publicly read to the troops under arms 
“at every station of the land forces in the East Indies, and 
that the European officers of the native corps do cause the 
same to be duly explained to the native officers and troops. 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-General in council, 

L. Hook, 

Sec. to Gov\ Mil. Dept. 

By command of his Excellency the Captain- 
General and Commander-in-Chief of the 

land forces. 

J. Armstrong, 

Acting Military Secretary. 


His Excellency the Governor-General in council has received 
authentic advices of the capture of the fort and city of Ba» 
roach, by assault on the ^th of August, by the troops under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel oodington. 

Authentic intelligence has also been received of the capture 
of the Fort of Jalnapore, by the troops under the command 
of Colonel Stevenson. 

By command of his Excellency the Governor-General in 
council 


J. Lumsdbn, 
Chief Sec^. to the Gov*. 
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LieuU^General Lake to the Marquees JFeUeeley, 

My Lord, Head Quarters, Camp Choma, Oct 1st, 1803. 

I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information, 
extract of a letter* just received from Colonel Vandeleur, 
reporting the arrival of Colonel Dudeimeg, Messrs. Smith and 
Lapenet, in his camp. 

No French officer of any consequence now remsuns in Scin- 
diah’s service, and those who do, would, I have reason to 
believe, willingly avdil themselves of any opportunity of 
putting themselves under our protection. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s 
most faithful humble servant, 
Lake. 


No. evil. 

7%e Marquess Wellesley to Lieut. -General Lake, 

Sir, Barrackpore, Oct 8th, 1803. 

By your Excellency’s despatch, No. 51, 1 am informed that 
a sum of six lacs of rupees, the property of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, had been lodged in the hands of M. Drugeon com- 
manding Scindiah’s troops at Delhi for the payment of the 
army of that chieftain ; that of this sum 60,000 rupees had 
been actually disbursed by M. Drugeon to the troops of the 
enemy, and that the residue was deposited by M. Drugeon 
on the approach of the British army, in the hands of Shah 
Nowauze Khan, treasurer to his Majesty. 

The original sum of six lacs of rupees, as well as the resi- 
due of that sum after deduction of the disbursement made to 
the troops of the enemy, was certainly the public property of 
the enemy, and any part of that property captured in the 
hands of M. Drugeon, or of any officer, soldier, or subject of 
the enemy, would unquestionably have been adjudged lawful 
prize to the British Government. 

* Extract referred to — 

Camji Muttra, the Z^th September^ 1803 
Colonel Dudernejf, ciud JMebsrb. Smith and Lapcnel, huviug (quitted Sdn- 
diah’b sei vice, came into camp this day. 
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The fraudulent transfer of the enemy’s property to the 
hands of the officers of his Majesty Shah Alum, at the time 
of the approach of the British army, could not change the 
nature of that property, or exempt it from the right of the 
captors, who had defeated the enemy’s troops in the battle of 
Delhi, and in consequence of that glorious victory, had cap- 
tured the city and fortress of Delhi, occupied at that time by 
a division of the enemy’s army. 

No circumstance appeared to warrant a suggestion that 
this deposit could have been intended for the service of 
his Majesty ; although placed in the hands of the chief 
officer of his Majesty’s treasury : it is not stated to have been 
deposited in his Majesty’s treasury for his Majesty’s service. 
The state of indigence and misery to which his Majesty, his 
royal family, and household, had long been reduced by the 
Mahratta power, the degraded and destitute condition to 
which the imperial house of Timur had been subjected under 
the officers of Scindiah, and the deplorable situation in which 
your Excellency found the Emperor upon your entrance into 
Delhi, excluded the possibility of a supposition that M. Dru- 
geon intended to contribute so large a sum to relieve the 
sufferings of Shah Alum, and of his impoverished court. The 
object of the deposit was evidently to elude the rights of the 
conquerors, and to cover the property of the enemy in the 
hands of his Majesty’s officers, and under the royal nano^, 
without the authority or knowledge of the Emperor, and with- 
out any intention of alleviating his Majesty’s urgent distress. 

Concluding therefore, that the residue of the original sum 
of six lacs of rupees, deposited by M. Dnigeon in the hands 
of Shah Nowauze Khan continued to be really the public 
property of the enemy, the right to that property appears to 
me to have been vested in the British Government by the 
conquest of Delhi. 

Under these circumstances, it was your Excellency’s duty 
to clflinn the sum of money in question, and I entirely approve 
your Excellency’s conduct in having claimed it, and in having 
observed in the mode of preferring your claim, the respect 
and attention which you have uniformly manifested towards 
the unfortunate Emperor. 

His Majesty, Shah Alum, having been pleased to offer to 
the army as a donation, the sura of money claimed by your 
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Excellency in right of conquest, your Excellency could not 
have declined to accept that oiFer without injury to his Ma- 
jesty’s dignity, unless at the same time you could have relin- 
quished altogether the claim on the part of the British Go- 
vernment to that part of the property of -the enemy. 

Your Excellency in my judgment, would not have been 
justified in relinquishing that claim without the express autho- 
rity of the Governor-General in council, and as it is probable 
that the form of donation adopted by his Majesty was more 
agreeable to him than any other mode of restitution which 
could have been proposed by the British Government, I en- 
tirely approve your Excellency’s conduct in having accepted 
the restitution of the property of the enemy to the lawful 
captors in the form proposed by his Majesty. 

I entirely approve your Excellency’s discretion and judg- 
ment manifested in detaining the treasure delivered into your 
charge, for the ultimate determination and instructions of the 
Governor-General in council.. 

The treasure being unquestionably lawful prize, I should 
not have deemed myself warranted in any stage of the trans- 
action (under the circumstances stated by your Excellency, 
and ^numerated in this despatch) to have authorized you to 
withhold the assertion of the claim of the British Government 
to obtain the enemy’s property from the hands in which it 
had been concealed ; the limited amount of the sum combined 
with the memorable events which attended the conquest, 
would have rendered me peculiarly anxious to secure it for 
the purpose of granting to the army a reward earned by a 
degree of exertion and merit which had never been surpassed. 

Having therefore considered in council the circumstances 
stated by your Excellency, I have passed tho enclosed order, 
and I hereby authorize and direct your Excellency to consider 
the treasure amounting to five lacs and 40,000 rupees, re- 
ceived as a donation from his Majesty, but being really the 
property of the enemy, to be prize money granted by the 
authority of the Governor-General in council to the army, in 
testimony of the high sense entertained by the Governor- 
General in council of the discipline, perseverance, fortitude, 
and zeal, displayed by that gallant army during the present 
glorious campaign. 

I have the honour to be, 

Wellesley. 
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General Orders^ hy the Governor-General tn Council^ dated the Bth of 
October^ 1803. 

The Governor-General in council having received from the Commander- 
in-Chief, a report of the treasure being the property of the enemy captured 
at Delhi, after the brilliant victory of the 1 1th of September, to the amount 
of five lacs, and 40,000 rupees, deems it to be the duty of this government 
to anticipate the sanction of his Majesty, and of the honourable the Court 
of Directors for the distribution of this sum, as a testimony of the applause 
and gratitude with which the British Government views the exemplary 
valour, discipline, zeal and firmness, displayed by the army under the 
personal command of his Excellency General Lake, during the present 
glorious campaign, and the memorable battle of Delhi 

His Excellency in council accordingly authorizes and directs the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to make an immediate distribution of the sum above- 
mentioned to the troops under his personal command, in such proportions 
as may be conformable to the usage of the British service in similar cases. 

The Commander-in-Chief ^vill be pleased to determine, and to name ip 
public orders the several corps or divisions of the army, which are to par- 
ticipate in this distribution, and also to determine and publish the general 
rules by which the shares of the respective officers and soldiers are to be 
apportioned, and the Commander-in-Chief will be pleased to report his 
proceedings in the execution of these instructions to the Governor-General 
in council. 

All ordnance, ammunition, and military stores, taken in the battle of 
l^elhi, or since the commencement of the campaign, are to be reserved 
entire for further instructions. 

The general principle of these orders will constitute the rule of the pro- 
ceedings of the Governor-General in council, with respect to all prize 
which may be captured by the British troops in the progress of the war. 
The Governor-General in council mil not fail to afford to the zeal, gallan- 
try, and energy of the army (employed in services of arduous la^ur and 
peril, and remote from their sovereign, and thrir country,) the most liberal 
and prompt encouragement, which may appear to be compatible with the 
rights of the Crown and of the Company, and with the due principles of 
discipline, public order, and just economy. 


No. cvm. 

LieuL-^General Lake to the Marquess W ddesUy, 

Head Quarters, Camp before Agra, 10th October, 18^ 
My Lord, [Received 2l8t October, 1^)3.]"" 

Finding it impossible to make approaches against this place, 
as long as the seven battalions of the enemy, who remained 
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herev were in possession of the town of Agra, of an encamp- 
ment with a large number of guns on the glacis, and of the 
ravines with which the south and south-west face of the fort 
is surrounded, I determined to dislodge the enemy from the 
town, and occupy the ravines this morning, which will answer 
as trenches, and afford complete cover for carrying on our 
works. 

With this view I ordered Brigadier-General Clarke, who 
was encamped with his brigade in the rear of the town, to 
take possession of it, at the same time that three battalions 
advanced to occupy the ravines. 

The attacks have succeded, and the town as well as the 
ravines are now occupied by our troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel McCullock, Major Haldane, and Cap- 
tain Worseley, led the battalions that advanced on the 
ravines. Every praise is due to those officers, who performed 
every thing required of them, with the greatest alacrity and 
steadiness. 

I am sorry to say, that a number of men have been killed 
and wovmded as well as officers, owing to their high spirit 
and anxiety to possess themselves of the enemy’s guns ; they 
quitted the ravines and gained the glacis, driving the enemy 
from their position; in effecting which, from being close under 
the fort, they were exposed to a very heavy fire. 

My thanks are due to the honourable Major-General St* 
John, for his spirited conduct in advancing at the head of the 
seccfid battalion of the 8nd native infantry, which I found it 
necessary vo order up to support the attack. 

Brigadier-General Clarke, in his attack on the town, met 
with considerable resistance ; which by the gallant conduct of 
the officers and men under his command was at length sur- 
mounted. I feel myself under particular obligations to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel White, who commanded five companies of the 
16th regiment native infantry, for his judicious and gallant 
conduct on this day. 

I feel myself under the greatest obligations to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gerard, Adjutant-General, who undertook to point 
out to Lieutenant-Colonel McCullock the road he was to 
pursue, and I am sorry to report that in the performance of 
this duty he received a very severe contusion; but I trust it 
will not be attended with any serious consequences. 
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Major Thomas, of the 14th native infantry is, I am sorry 
to add, very severely wounded; his exertions throughout this 
day were most meritorious. 

Lieutenant Hay of the artillery, who went with a detach- 
ment of that corps to bring off the enemy’s guns, merits my 
approbation for his successful exertions in this service. 

To Mr. Lucan’s information and exertions on this occasion, 
as well as on every other, I feel myself much indebted. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant. 

Lake. 

P. S. A list of the guns taken shall he forwarded to- 
morrow. 


No. CIX. 


LieuL^Geneml Lake to the Marquess Wellesley, 

(Private and most Confidential.) 

My Lord, Camp, before Agra, Oct. 10 , 18 (^. 

I fear you will think I have been very tardy in attacking 
Agra, which I have delayed s<pne days in hopes of being abfe 
by negotiation, to prevail u|()on the garrison to surrender, 
and likewise to bring over seven or eight battalions of 
sepoys posted without side, in the town and ravmes, situa- 
tions so strong, that I was' certain an attempt upon tiiem 
would cause us much loss. Knding there was no chance of 
bringing these obstinate rebels to reason, and being fearful 
delay might cause seventeen battalions (which came from the 
Deccan lately) to come to their relief, I determined to drive 
them from their strong holds this morning, which has been 
accordingly effected. 1 employed sepoys only (as I cannot 
spare [Europeans) who behaved uncommonly welL Colonel 
Clarke’s brigade consisted of the second battalimi of the 
9th native infantry, one of the ISth, and five companies of 
the 10th, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel White. The 
business was severe, and I understand firom Colonel Qarke, 
that he was obliged to return to the camp with the two 
battalions; but that Lieutenant-Colonel White main ta ine d 
his ground and kept possession of the town, and that Coloiml 
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Clarke is gone on with a battalion to reinforce him. Lieute- 
nant-Colonel White has great merit, and I believe Colonel 
Clarke behaved extremely well. We shall begin our batte- 
ries this night, and as the ground is very favourable, I have 
no doubt they will be completed so as to begin the breach the 
morning after to-morrow ; after which a very few hours wilt put 
us in possession of the fort. The troops of the enemy have 
fought most desperately 5 1 understand they are supposed to be 
the best Perron had, and they were so advantageously posted, 
that it was almost impossible to get at them. The ravines 
make the best of trenches, so that we can work under cover 
immediately. The place will not stand ten hours breaching 
I think, and I do not imagine they will evacuate it till we 
storm, which from the vast height of the wall, is impossible 
to do without breaching. 

The sepoys have behaved excessively well, but from my 
observation this day, as well as on every other, it is impofisible 
to do great things in a gallant and quick style without E]U)^o- 
peans ; therefore, if they do not in England think it necessary 
*"to send British troops in the proportion of one to three sepoy 
regiments, which is in fact as one to six, they will stand' a 
good chance of losing their possessions if a French force 
once get footing in India. You may perceive by the loss of 
European officers in sepoy regiments, how necessary it is for 
them to expose themselves, in short every thing has been done 
by the example and exertions of officers, and without which 
we had not been where we are. This day has nearly I think, 
put an end to the brigades. We have also I fear lost many 
men, but I v^ill write more to-morrow. 

I remain, my dear Lord, 

With real affection and sincerity. 
Your devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 

I flatter myself we are going on well with the native powers. 
My time is so much occupied, that I trust you will excuse my 
saying more at present. 

G. L. 

I think we have been most fortunate in all our undertakings, 
and are bound to look up to Providence with admiration, 
thankfulness and gratitude. 
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No. CX. 

Lieut -General Lake to the Marquete Welledeg. 


(Private.) 

My bear Lord, Camp before Agia» Oct 11, 1803. 

Your letter of the 30th ult has quite overpowered me, and 
left me with a most grateful and feeling heart totally void of 
utterance. Was I to write till doomsday it would be totally 
impossible for me to express my sensations upon reading youl 
letter, and can only say in return that my life will be too short 
to convince you by my attachment to you and yours how sin- 
cerely I partake in every circumstance that affords you satis- 
faction and pleasure, and if by any exertion of mine in carry- 
ing your wishes into effect, it can have in any degree prov^ 
to the world the expediency of your measures adopted upon 
such sound policy and judgment, I shall, to the day of my 
death, rejoice in the utmost that any act of mine can have 
added to the lustre of your high and exalted character, both 
public and private. It is so absolutely impossible for me to 
express my feelings, that I can only beg you to judge of my 
heart by your own, and I am certain you will believe the truth 
of my assertion. Your kindness has completely debilitated 
me, and made me shed so many tears of joy, that I feel my- 
self entirely unequal to any other part of your letter, unless 
it is that in consequence of the power you invested me with 
to raise one or two regiments, I have instantly issued orders 
for the raising of them, being thoroughly convinced that 
exclusive of every other concern mentioned in your letter, 
we cannot keep our present territory without the assistance 
of these corps. You cannot conceive what a tract of country 
at this moment lies exposed to the invasion of any enterpriz- 
ing freebooter. Where Holkar is, I know not, naving heard 
no more since I sent you Mr. Gardner’s letter ; however, as 
I have no doubt of being able, by the fourteenth at latest, to 
send you an account of the fall of Agra, I flatter myself that 
my army will be able to give a tolerable good account of 
him. 

Pray excuse my saying any more, as my neires are quite 
unstrung by your affectionate attention, which must ever be 
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remembered with the greatest gratitude and heartfelt satis- 
faction by your attached and faithful friend and servant, 

G. Lake. 

Be assured I will treat CoL Lightwych as you wish me, and 
I believe he is convinced of my intention on this head. My 
order only goes to the recruiting for two regiments ; I shall, 
therefore, beg your Lordship’s orders as soon as convenient ; 
believe me, we cannot do without them. 


No. CXI. 

Estraot from the Calcutta Gazette. 

October 13tb, IB03. 

On the 6th of September, a detachment of British troops, 
under the command of Lieut.-Colonel P. Powell, crossed the 
Jumna, and entered the province of Bundelcund. 

On the 16th of September Lieut.-Colonel Powell was joined 
by Rajah Himmut Bahadur, with his forces. • 

The united detachments reached the river Can% on the 23d 
of September. The troops of Shumshere Bah&dur were 
encamped on the opposite bank of the river in considerable 
strength. 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of his camp, 
and having established the British authority in the territory 
lying between the Jumna and the Cane, Colonel Powell, ac- 
companied by Himmut Bah&dur, crossed the latter river on 
the 10th of October. 

The following extract of a letter from Colonel Powell is 
published by command of his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor-General in council. 

Lieut,*€olonel PmeU to Lieut.-Colonel J. Gerard, Adjt. -General. 

Head Quarters. 

Sir,— In my despatch of yesterday his Excellency the com- 
mander-in-chief will have been informed of my having crossed 
the Cane river, and of the communication which immediately 
thereupon took place betwixt the Nawaub Shumshere BahMur 
and myself. 

After the despatch of my letter of yesterday, I received 
another intimation from Shumshere*s vakeel, informing me of 
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his master’s being forced by the persuasion of his sirdars, 
to risk an engagement with the detachment under my com- 
mand. 

This morning I accordingly made the necessary arrange- 
ments for meeting him. At half-past ten o’clock the detach- 
ment, after a most fatiguing march of six hours over a very 
uneven country, came in sight of Shumshere’s «tmy, drawn 
out in line of battle upon this ground, and their camp all 
struck. Shumsheie’s line covered a great extent, and as it 
was advantageously posted, and they appeared advancing, I 
had every expectation of a general action. I advanced in 
columns of battalions, within 1^0 yards of the enemy. I de- 
ployed into line with an intention of advancing in that form as 
far as the ground would permit. But just as the line was 
formed, a gun of Rajah Himmut Bahadur’s was fired, which 
was mistaken as a signal for opening our guns, which immedi- 
ately commenced a cannonade. After five minutes firing the 
guns were again limbered, in consequence of heavy ploughed 
fields, which rendered it inipossible to get them along by the 
drag ropes. When advanced 500 yards more, our guns re- 
commenced firing. Those of the enemy bad till now con- 
tinued playing upon our line with little or no effect, but soon 
after our guns opened the second time, those of Shumsbere 
ceased firing, whereupon our guns were again limbered, and 
the whole line advanced as fast as possible, upon which Shum- 
shere’s army began to retire ; I therefore ordered Captain 
Webber with the squadron of cavalry and galloper, 600 
of Rajah Himmut Bahadur’s horse, to pursue the enemy, 
which they did for three miles, and got within reach of firing 
upon them with the galloper, which opened upon a body of 
1500 horse with great effect, when they continued to retreat 
at too great a speed for their pursuers to come up with them, 
whose horses from being twelve hours saddled were com- 
pletely jaded. 

Our loss, as far as I have learned, does not exceed eight or 
ten natives killed and wounded ; but amongst the casualties 
I am sorry to inform you, that Captain Farley Smith is in- 
cluded: he was killed by the first cannon shot from the 
enemy. 

At two o’clock, p. M., I encamped on the spot where Shum- 
shere’s camp stood, and it is my intention to pursue him 
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to-morrow morning to the place where I understand he is 
gone* 

I have further to desire you will report to his Excellency 
that the behaviour of the whole of the detachment during this 
day, was such as to merit my entire approbation* The follow- 
ing are the articles taken from the enemy : two small guns, 
two tumbr with ammunition, fourteen horses, and ten gun 
bullocks. 

The Rajah has had seventeen men, and sixteen horses, 
killed and wounded. The loss of the enemy I have not yet 
ascertained. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

your most obedient servant, 

G. Powell, 

Lieut.-Colonel commanding Bundelcund. 

Camp at Oapaaii, Oct. 13, 1803. 

Accounts have been since received, that Shumshere Ba- 
hadur has crossed the river Betwah, and evacuated the pro- 
vince of Bundelcund. 


No. CXIL 

Lieut ^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley^ 

Head Quarters, Camp before Agra, Oct. 13th, 1803. 

My Lord, 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that the 
battalions who were opposed to us in the affair of the 10th 
instant, came over last night, and are now encamped near 
us. 

Their number is about 2,600. 

I have reason to believe that their compliance with my 
terms, was chiefly owing to the severe loss and complete defeat 
they experienced in the affair of the 10th instant. By their 
own accounts the loss they sustained was upwards of 600 
killed. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most faithful, 
humble servant, 

G. Lake. 
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No. cxm. 

Lieut,-General Lake to the Marqueu fTeikde^. 


Head Quarters^ Oarap before Agr^ Oet 1803. 
My Lord, [Recci?ed(kt.25 1803,] 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, th about nocm 
yesterday I received note No. 1, addressed to the oiScer mm- 
manding in the trenches ; in consequenca of which I ordered 
all firing to cease till four in the evening, and in my answer 
No. 2, desired a confidential person might be sent to my 
camp. 

About two o’clock. Colonel Sutherland, whom they liberated 
from confinement for that purpose, arrived in my camp with 
letters Nos. 3 and 4. 

As it appeared their wish that 1 should send an officer into 
tl^e fort, I requested Captain Salkeld to accompany Colonel 
Sutherland thither with my replies Nos. & and 6. to explain 
to the garrison the terms on which they would be allow^ to 
surrender. 

Captain Salkeld saw all tne native chiefs, and found that 
they were not decided in their opinions on the subject. They 
started several difficulties, and whilst he was endeavouring to 
remove these, the firing from the fort recommenced, without 
any evident cause, which induced him to return to camp. 

Being desirous, from motives of humanity, to induce them 
CO listen to my terms, a messenger entrusted with a letter from 
me was again sent this morning. They have refuse^ how- 
ever* all intercourse, from which I am indinOd to think that 
their only object yesterday was to gain time. 

My grand batteries will open on the morning of the l&h, 
and I have reason to think that soon afterwards a practicable 
breach will be effected. 

I have the honour to he, my Lord, 
your Ltordship’s most 

humble servant, 

G. Lake* 


[Kaefosnre 1.} 

To the officer mmnemdmg o^jpoHte Mader Okwr, 

Slit, Oct idtb, ism. 

Tbe fort demands a cessation o bostffities, and are gmi^ to send tefins 
to camiN G. W* Hsasino. 

VOL. m. 2 D 
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[Enclosure 2.] 

To Colonel Cr. W. Hessingt 

Head Quarters of the British Army, 
Oct. 13th, 1803. 

Sir, 

Hostilities will cease till four o'clock this evening, before which 
time a confidential person is expected to be sent into camp mth the terms 
proposed. If he does not arrive before that hour hostilities will recom- 
mence 

The person who comes will be treated with every attention, and ^owed 
to return in perfect safety. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

your obedient humble servant, 

G. A. F. Lake, Mil Sec. 

[Enclosure 3,] 

To hk Emelleno^ General Lake, Commander^n-^hief, fife. 

Fort of Agra, Oct. 13th, 1803. 

Sir, 

We have the honour to inform your Excellency, that notwithstanding t^ 
past violent and unwarrantable proceedings of the people of the fort, they 
have at last become a little more reasonable, from our repeatedly telling 
them that any farther resistance on their part would avail them nothing, 
but, on the contrary, would exasperate your Excellency and the troops 
under your command, so as to exterminate the whole of them if a storm 
look place. Their commandants have consequently come to us this forenoon 
in a body, and requested of us to forward tO your Excellency the accom- 
panying proposal for the surrender of the fort, to which their respective 
names are affixed. 

Should any unforeseen deviation from their proposal take place, as we 
are still their prisoners, we hope your Excellency will not impute to us the 
biame. 

Their proposal is to deliver up the fort, guns, stores, &c^ to your Excel- 
lency, at any time after the receipt of this you may think proper ; protec- 
tion to themselved and private property, after delivering up the Sircar's 
arms and property j and be allowed to remain in the city, or to go where- 
ever their families may be. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

your Excellency's most obedient, humble servants, 

G. W. Hessino, H. Sutherlano. 

[Enclosure 4.] 

AH the officers of the Fort of Akberabad* give in writing the following 
engagement : 

Whereas a misunderstanding had taken place with Colonel George 
William Hessing, at the instigation of the sepoysj all the officers and sepoys 
do give in writing this engagement, that we will implicitly abide by what- 
ever the said Colonel may adjust on oq part with General Lake for the 


* The name given to Agra by the Emperor Akber. 
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Secmity of our lires, properties, effects, and honour. We bare agreed to 
invest the said Colonel with full powers for this purpose. Tbk euga^e- 
ment is correct. Bated the 25th Jemmaudee-oo^Saunee 1218, (llth or 
12th of October.) Signed bf fifteen officers, Mahomedans and Hindoos. 


[Enclosure 5.] 

To Coionel George Heemg^ and Mr, Sutherland, 

Head Quarters, Bri^ Camp, 
Oct. i3th, 1803. 

Gsktuemen, ' 

Your letter has been received. 

On the terms proposed in the last paragraph of your letter, I ^ow ^ 
garrison to march out with protection to themselves and private property. 
After delivering up the sircar’s arms, treasure, or any other public pro- 
perty, those who belong to the city may remain there, the others allowed 
to go where their families may be. 

1 have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

your obedient humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


[Enclosure 6.] 

His Excellency General Lake engages that all the officers and sepoys 
who are within the fort of Akberabad, shaU be allowed to proceed in the 
most honourable manner with their clothes whithersoever they may chose. 
No interruption whatever will be given to those officers and sepoys, their 
families and children. But all arms and military weapons, muskets and 
guns, carts and carriages, and treasure which may be within the fcut, shall 
belong to the Company. 

They (officers, 8ec.) shall not be allowed to carry out of the fort any 
money or effects of the above description. 

The officers, &c. are reqiured to spedfy in writing the hour at which 
they may determine with the bearer of this engagement to surrender the 
fort, in order that the British troops may enter the fort. 

God is vritness to the sincerity of this engagement. 


No. cxrv. 

General Orders by the Gonemor •^General in Council, 

Fort William, Oct. 14th, im. 

The Governor-General in council derives great satisfaction 
from the intelligence which he has received of the reduction 
of the fort and city of Baroach, on the 29tii of August, and 
of the ability, promptitude, and gallantry with which that im- 
portant service was accomplished by the brave officers and 
troops under the command rf Lieut.-ilolonel Woodington, of 
the establishment of Bombay. 



404 


GENERAL ORDERS BY THE 


Oct. 


His Excellency in council hjghly approves the conduct of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington in his judicious and spirited 
exertions for the early reduction of the place ; in directing 
the operations of the siege ; in his seasonable determination 
to assault the fort ; and in the disposition which he made of 
the troops under his command with a view to secure the 
rapid success of that gallant attack. 

The Governor General in council signifies his particular 
approbation of the valour and judgment manifested by Major 
Cuyler of His Majesty’s 86th regiment, throughout the ser- 
vice at Baroach, and in commanding the storm of the fort, 
and by Captain Richardson of the same corps in leading the 
assault. His Excellency in council also observes with par- 
ticular satisfaction the conduct of Captain Cliffe of the engi- 
neers of Bombay. 

To all the officers and troops, European and native, em- 
ployed on this honourable occasion, his Excellency in councH 
signifies his high commendation. 

The Governor-General in council laments the loss of Cap- 
tain W. Semple of His Majesty’s 86th regiment, killed on 
the 26th of August, and of the few brave men who fell before 
Baroach. It is a great satisfaction however to observe, that 
an acquisition so important, should have been secured with 
the loss of only one officer, and of so few, soldiers. 

In bearing a due testimony to the merits of the officers 
and troops, employed in the reduction of Baroach on the 
29tb of August, the Governor-General in council remarks, 
that on the same day, distinguished by the commencement of 
the victorious career of the army of Bengal, under the per- 
sonal command of His Excellency General Lake, upon the 
frontier of Oude, the army of Bombay at the western extre^ 
mity of the Peninsula of India, effected a service of the 
most arduous nature, with a similar spirit of alacrity and 
courage. 

In the course of an extensive and complicated system of 
military operations, the glorious success of our arms since the 
commencement of this war has been uniform in every part of 
India. The able and gallant officei;s attd troops of His Man 
jesty’s service, and of the several establishments of the three 
Presidencies, have been actuated by equal sentiments >0f 
public spirit and honour, and have co-operated with equal 
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ardour and success, in an united effort to accomplish the just 
objects of the allies. The Governor-General in council con- 
fides in the justice of our cause, in the unanimous zeal of 
the three Presidencies, and in the continued co-operation of 
their respective resources and power, that the views of 
the confederate chieftains will be speedily frustrated by the 
complete restoration of peace and tranquillity to the provinces 
of Hindostan and the Deccan, which have been disturbed by 
the ambition and violence of the enemy. 

The Governor-General in council directs, that copies of 
this order be transmitted to the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor in council at Fort St. George, and to the Honourable 
the Governor in council at Bombay, to be published to the 
army of those presidencies respectively. 

By command of his Excellency 

The Most Noble the Governor-General in Council, 

L. Hook, 

Secretary to the Government, Military Department. 


No. CXV. 

Lieut.^Gohnel Harcourt to Captain Armstrong, 

Laul-Baug Fort, Cuttack, Oct. 15th, 1803. 
Sir, [Received Oct. 22nd, 1803.] 

I had the honour of briefly stating to you yesterday, for 
the information of his Excellency the most noble the Gover- 
nor^Gbneral, that the fort of Barrabutty had been taken by 
assault by a part of the troops under my command, directed 
to perform this service under the orders of Lieut.-Colonel 
Clayton, of the ^Oth Bengal regiment. I now have the honour 
to acquaint you, for his Excellency’s information, with the 
further details of this operation. 

On the night of the 12th a spot was fixed on for a twelve- 
pounder battery, distant about 500 yards from the outer gate 
of *e fort. This battery was completed on the night pf the 
Ififli, and the twelve-pounder placed in it, together with two 
howitzers and two six-pounders, the whole of which opened 
thOT fire on the morning of the 14th. By eleven o’clock in 
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the forenoon most of the defences on the south face of the 
fort, against which our fire was directed, were taken off, the 
enemy’s guns silenced, and every appearance promised suc- 
cess : upon which I directed Lieut.-Colonel Clayton to ad- 
vance with one six-pounder, and a party of artillery men, 200 
Europeans from his Majesty’s 22nd, and the Madras Euro- 
pean regiment, and 400 sepoys firom the 20th Bengal, and the 
9th and 19th regiments of Madras Native Infantry. The party 
had to pass over a narrow bridge, and under a very heavy 
hut ill-directed fire ot musketry from the fort, to which they 
were exposed for forty minutes. They at length succeeded 
in blowing open the wicket, (the remaining part of the gate 
having been fortified with thick masses of stone). Having 
once accomplished this, the party entered singly, and although 
they met with considerable resistance whilst entering the fort, 
and passing two other gates, the British troops were soon 
completely victorious. 

I cannot too highly praise the conduct of Lieut.-Colonel 
Clayton, and that of the officers and troops under his com- 
mand ; the whole party manifested a degree of persevering 
steadiness and bravery that does them infinite honouiC 

The fort ofBarrabutty is of considerable strength, and 
with the exception only of the bridge over which our party 
passed, is inaccessible, as it is surrounded by a ditch from SS 
to 18S feet broad, and 20 feet depth of water in it. 

I am happy to acquaint you that our loss has not been con- 
siderable, but I have to report with regret that Capt. Kenny, 
of the 19th regiment Madras Infantry, Captain Hurlstone, of 
his Majesty’s 22nd regiment, and Lieut. Faithful, of the BieJir 
gal Artillery, are wounded, though hot dangerously ; their 
conduct was highly meritorious, as well as that of every other 
officer on the storming party. 

Returns of the kiHed and wounded are endosed*’^ 

1 cannot omit expressing in the strongest manner the high 
sense 1 entertain of the services of Capt. Blunt, field-engineer, 
who has been throughout our campaign, indefatigably acthre^ 
and of Capt. Hetsder, of the Bengal Artillery, whose well 
rected fire from the battery was of eminent service. , 


See Appendix. 
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The loss of the enemy within the fort was very consider- 
able, and many were drowned in the ditch, when endeavour- 
ing to escape, 

I should not omit mentioning that a stand of colours of the 
enemy was taken by the detachment of his Majesty’s 2^nd 
regiment, a second stand of colours by the 20th Bengal regi- 
ment, a third by the 9th Madras native regiment, and a fourth 
by the 19th Madras native regiment ; and for the disposal 
of which I hope' to be honoured with his lE^xcellency’s com- 
mands. 

The zealous and efficient services of Major of Brigade 
Thompson demand my warmest acknowledgments, and I must 
further beg leave to report to you for his Excellency’s infor- 
mation, that the general conduct of the whole force under my 
command has been such as to merit the most favourable 
representation of their services to his Excellency’s notice. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

George Harcotjrt, 

Lieut,-Colonel commanding in Cuttack^ and 
Mil. Sec, to his Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor-General, 


No, CXVI. 

Lieut.^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Head Quarters, Agra, Oct, 180 $. 
My Lord, [Received Oct. 

I have the pleasure to inform your liordship, .the iii^ 
portant fortress of Agra, termed by the natives the key of 
Hindustan, capitulated last night, and the garrison,, conaisb- 
ing of between five and six thousand men, marched out at 
noon this day, when the place was immediately occulted by 
our troops under the command of BrigadieivGene]^ Mac* 
donald. 

The only terms required by the garrison, were pEOjtecti0ii 
to their persons and private property, which was agreed toon 
my part. 

1 attribute tbe early surrender of tins place to the great 
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impression our breaching batteries, which opened yesterday 
morning within 350 yards, made on the walls, and which would 
have caused a practicable breach in a few hours more batter- 
ing. 

To Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, and Capt. Wood, of 
the corps of engineers, as well as to every officer in those two 
corps, I feel myself under great obligations for their unre- 
mitted exertions on this occasion, and to which I principally 
attribute my early success against this place. 

I have the pleasure to say, our loss since the construction 
of the batteries, has been very trifling. Three European 
artillery men, and three Golundauze kped, are the only casu- 
alties. 

A return of the ordnance, stores, &c. found in the fort, I 
shall have the honour to forward for your Lordship’s infor- 
matiion to-morrow.* 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful, 
humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. CXVIL 

LteuU*General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley, 

(Private ) 

My dear Lord, Agra, Ccl. 1803. 

It is not possible for me to express what I feel in congratu- 
lating you upon the surrender of this fort, and rejoice that it 
has been in my power to put your Lordship in possession of 
the key to Hindostan. It gives me great pleasure to think 
that we were not obliged to storm, as from the intricate pas- 
sages in the fort, and the strong garrison, composed of the 
most desperate cast of men, we must have lost a number of 
most valuable lives, particularly Europeans, which cannot 
be spared. 

The gaining of this place has relieved my mind exceed^ 


* See Appendix. 
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ingly, as it liberates my army so completely. The effect this 
will have upon the minds of the natives is beyond all descrip- 
tion, as they imagine this fort could have held out a long 
time. 

It fills my heart with joy when I consider that I have been 
able to contribute in any degr. . to your happiness and com- 
fort, by carrying into effect your judicious and wise counsels. 
That you may live long to enjoy all the honours and dignities 
your country can bestow, is the most sincere wish of 

My dear Lord, 

your affectionate and devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 

The garrison declared that the guns from our battery 
yesterday, and the shells were not to be borne , and that in 
short, there is no possibility of standing against the British 
troops. 

Excuse haste. 


No. CXVIIL 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lieut^^General Lake. 

Sir, Fort WilUara, October 19th, 1803 

1. Your Excellency has probably received the communi- 
cation of Rajah Ambajee’s overtures for consolidating his 
interests with those of the Company, through the channel of 
Colonel Collins’s newswriter, stationed in the camp of Am- 
bajee, Ambajee having lately despatched that person to 
Futtehgurh for the express purpose of communicating his 
proposals to your Excellency. 

I deem it proper however to transmit to your Excel- 
lency a memorandum of the communication made to the Per- 
sian Secretary upon this subject by Salaum-Oolla-Khan, a 
near relation of Enaum-Oolla-Khan, the person through 
whom Rajah Ambajee has conveyed his present overtures*, 
and to state to your Excellency my sentiments with regard to 
the general principles on which I shall be disposed to con- 
clude engagements with Ambajee for establishing the pro- 
posed connection between him and the British Government, 

3. I am not informed of the exact limits of the territories 
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under the authority of Ambajee, but a considerable portion 
of the former possessions of the Rana of Gohud being in* 
eluded in those territories, a compliance with the precise 
terms of Rajah Ambajee’s proposals, would be incompatible 
with the arrangement proposed to be concluded with the 
Rana of Gohud and other of the Jaut chieftains. The pro* 
gress of the negotiation with the Rana of Gohud may have 
precluded by considerations of justice and good faith, the 
propriety of receding from the conclusion of the projected 
arrangement with the Rana, even if it should be desirable on 
any ground of policy to abandon that object. In such an 
event it will be necessary to devise such an arrangement with 
Ambajee as may satisfy that chiefrain without injury to the 
claims of the Rama of ^hud, and without defeating the de* 
sign of establishing the independence of the Rana of Gohud. 

4. It may perhaps be practicable to assign to Rajah Am- 
bajee an additional portion of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s terri- 
tory as an equivalent for that part of the Rana of Gohud’s 
former possessions at present occupied by Ambajee, which it 
may be necessary to transfer to the independent authority of 
the Rana of Gohud under the proposed arrangement with 
that chieftain. It is probable also, that Ambajee may be 
satisfied with a limited extent of territory under the terms of 
independence and of exemption from the payment of tribute 
or revenue upon which I am disposed to guarantee his future 
possessions ; and that he will readily yield the possession of 
the lands and forts which we must require from him, if he 
can by such a concession secure his independence and his 
property, and be relieved from all future interference in his 
estates, and from all charges and taxes whatever, excepting 
merely the obligation of rendering military aid and service in 
time of war. 

5. The accurate information which your Excellency may 
acquire with regard to the territories under the authority of 
Ambajee, will probably enable your Excellency to suggest an 
arrangement satisfactory to that chieftain and to the Rana of 
Gohud. 

6. I deem it however to be indispensably necessary that 
the fortress of Gwalior and the passes from the Deccan into 
Hindostan situated in that quarter should be garrisoned by 
British troops. 
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7. I am dispose^ to guarantee Ambajee in the fullest inde> 
pendent possession of such territory as nlay he assigned to 
him, without exacting from him any revenue, payment, or 
tribute whatever, excepting a subsidy proportioned to the 
extent of any military aid which may he afforded to him 
under the terms of the engagements to he contracted with 
that chieftain. 

8. The only conditions which I deem it necessary to re^ 
quire from Ambajee, in return for the guarantee of his pos- 
sessions by the British Government is, that Ambajee be re- 
quired to co-operate with us in the present or in any future 
contest with the Mahratta power, or with any other state in 
Hindostan and the Deccan, and that Ambajee engage to 
assist the British Government to the extent of his power and 
resources in repelling any eventual invasion on the part of 
France; that he he required to dismiss all European officers 
and soldiers, French or others now in his service, and to en- 
gage not to employ any European officer or soldier hereafter 
without the consent of the British Government, and that he 
be required to furnish a stipulated force of cavalry whenever 
it shall be demanded by the British Government. 

9. These are the general principles upon which 1 am in* 
dined to form a connection with Ambqjee ; your Excellency 
however will modify the details of these proposed terms, ac- 
cording to actual or eventual circumstances, in such manner 
as may appear to your Excellency to be most conducive to 
the public interests. 

1 have the honour to he, &c. 

Wbi.i<bsi.by. 


No. CXIX. 

General Order », bg the Governor-General in Council. 

Fort William, October 22d, 1803. 

The Governor-General in Council notifies to the army his 
high approbation of the meritorious services of the officers 
and troops employed under the able conduct of Lieut.-Colonel 
George Harcourt, in the expedition prepared under the spe- 
cial orders of his Excellency in Council, for the occupation 
of the valuable province of Cuttack. 
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His Excellency in Council observed with great satisfaction 
the judgment, skill, and firmness, manifested by Lieut-Colo- 
nel Harcourt, in directing the movement of the division of 
the troops, which entered the province of Cuttack from 
Ganjam. 

The diflSculties opposed to the progress of the troops by 
the peculiar nature of the country, bj the period of the sea- 
son, and by the resistance of the enemy, were surmounted by 
Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt, and by the brave officers and troops 
under his command, with the same spirit of gallantry and 
perseverance, which has secured the success of every ope»*a- 
tion of the British army in every part of India during this 
glorious campaign. 

The Governor-General in Council highly approves the 
jttdidbus arrangements prepared by Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt, 
for the siege and assault of the fort of Barrabute at Cuttack, 
and the spirited exertion by which that important Service was 
executed with success and honour on the 14 th instant. 

His Excellency in Council directs Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt 
to rignify his distinguished approbation of the merits of 
Lieut.-Colonel Clayton of the Bengal 20th regiment native 
infantry, who commanded the attack, and of the steadiness 
and bravery of all the officers and troops employed in the 
assault of the fort. 

It afibrds considerable satisfaction to the Governor-General 
in Council to remark, that this important service has been 
effected with so little loss, and his Excellency trusts that 
Captain Hurlstone of his Majesty’s 22d regiment, Captain 
Kenny of the 19th regiment of Madras native infantry, and 
Lieut. Faithfull of the Bengal artillery, will speedily be re- 
stored to the public service, in which their courage and reso- 
lution have already been distinguished. 

The Governor-General in Council expresses his sense of 
the activity, zeal, and useful services of Captain Blunt, field 
engineer in Cuttack, and also of the conduct of Captain 
Hetzler of the Bengal artillery. 

The colours taken in the assault of the fort of Cuttack by 
the detachments of bis Majesty’s 22d regiment, the 20th 
Bengal native regiment, and the 9th and 19th Madras native 
regiments, are to be publicly displayed in the fort of Cuttack, 
and afterwards lodged in the principal building in the fort. 
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with an inscription signifying the names of the corps by 
which the standards were respectively taken from the enemy. 

His Excellency in Council expresses the satisfaction with 
which he has noticed the zealous and eflScient services of 
Major of Brigade Thompson. 

During the advance of the force, under the immediate di- 
rection of Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt fromixanjam, the conduct 
of the officers and troops employed at Balasore under the 
command of Captain Morgan of the 7th Bengal native regi- 
ment, and of that which marched from Jelasore under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Ferguson of the same regiment, 
merits the public approbation of his Excellency in Council. 

The Governor-General in Council particularly approves 
the firm and skilful conduct of Captain Morgan, in directmg 
the disembarkation of the troops at Balasore, and in the 
judicious occupation and maintenance of that position. His 
Excellency in Council also expresses his just sense of the 
meritorious and useful assistance rendered by Captain P. 
Grant of the 16th regiment of Bengal native infantry, in the 
execution of every branch of the service at Balasore, and in 
aiding the progress of Lieut.-Colonel Ferguson’s detach- 
ment. 

Great advantage has been derived to the success of our 
arms in Cuttack from the respect which has been uniformly 
observed by Lieut-Colonel Harcourt, and by all the officers 
and troops under his immediate command, as well as by the 
detachments co-operating from Balasore and Jelasore, to- 
wards the religious establishments in Cuttack, and from the 
exemplary humanity with which the lives and private pro- 
perty of the inbyp^bitants and the sanctity of the temples and 
institutions of the Brahmins have been protected from viola- 
tion. 

The Governor-General notices with peculiar pleasure the 
merits of Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt, and of the officers and 
troops serving in Cuttack in this respect, as tending to mam- 
tain the honour of the British character, and to conciliate 
the confidence and attachment of the inhabitants of that 
valuable province. 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-General in Council, 

b. Hook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept. 
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Lteut,'~Gener(d Lake to the Maries Welleeley, 

(Private.) 

Agra^ October 22d, 1803. 
My LoEp, [Received Nov. Ist, 1803.] 

Your Lordship will this day receive an official letter re- 
specting the subject of prize-money taken in the fort of Agra^ 
amounting to twenty-four lacs of rupees, treasure I under- 
stand, for the payment of the troops, at least Colonel Hessing 
and all the European officers belonging to Mr. Perron declare 
that they do conceive this money to be public, and not pri- 
vate property : however it appears of very little consequence 
whose property it may have been, as it was clearly in the 
possession of the troops in the fort, who had confined the 
commandant Colonel Hessing and aU European officers, and 
who did conceive it their property for the payment of their 
troops, and did, when leave was granted to them to quit the 
fort with their private property, leave this treasure as public 
property belonging to the fort. I, therefore, can see it in no 
other point of view than legal prize-money ; if I am wrong, or 
have acted contrary to your wishes, I shall be most miserable. 
I can only say, that whatever may be my share it will not be 
touched, but left in the hands of the paymaster till your 
Lordship’s pleasure is known, and ready to be paid whenever 
you like. The army certainly expected the money, or I would 
not have given it them, and 1 think they had deserved it. I 
hate all money concerns, and sincerely wish I had nothing to 
do with this ; I have ever held money in most sovereign con- 
tempt, and shall I am sure do so to the end of my Hfe. 1 
have only to hope I have done nothing which can displease 
your Lordship, as that would take from me all the satisfac- 
tion I have received &om our late successes. 

I hope to be able to leave the place in perfect security by 
the 25th instant. 

I trust you will excuse haste when I tell you it is now seven 
o’clock, and I have not had one moment to myself since five 
o’clock this morning. I believe the fall of Agra has com- 
pletely astonished the natives and convinced them we are 
most superior to them. The fort is much more formidable 
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than I had any idea of, and I am convinced, as is every one 
that has seen it, that had we been obliged to storm, with the 
numbers in the fort, that we should have lost a most amazing 
number of men. We have been fortunate all the way through, 
and I think more particularly so in this instance. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
with every sentiment of affection and esteem, 
ever most faithfully and sincerely yours, 

G. Lake. 


No. CXXL 

The Hon. Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley 

Camp, Ferdapore, October 24th, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received December 14th, 1^3.] 

1. I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that Col. 
Stevenson took possession of the city of Boorhanpoor, without 
opposition, on the 16th instant 5 he marched to Asseer-Ghur 
on the 17th, took possession of the Pettah on the 18th, 
opened a battery against the fort on the 20 th, and obtained 
possession of it on the morning of the 21 st. I have not yet 
received a detailed account ofHhe manner in which Colonel 
Stevenson obtained possession of this important fortress, or 
whether he sustained any loss in the attack of the Pettah on 
the 18th, 01 of the fort. 

2 . After. I had arrived at Poolmery, about sixteen miles 
north from Aurungabad, I found that the enemy did not ad- 
vance to the southward, as I had been informed they jfirst 
intended, and in 4 :he night of the 15th, I received a particular 
account of the disposition of their troops, baggage, &c. which 
convinced me that they intended to interrupt Colonel Steven- 
son’s operations at Asseer-Ghur. 

3. I therefore inarched on the 16th to the northward, and 
descended the Ghaut on the 19th. Scindiah had moved to 
the northward, but he halted as soon as he found I had ic- 
turned; and he was yesterday at Aboon on the Taptee. The 
Rajah of Berar has separated from him, and, it is said, has 
gone towards Chandore. I suspect that the report has been 
circulated with a view to draw me to the southward again ; 
but as Colonel Stevenson has got posses'^ion of Asseer-Ghur, 
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and is fully equal to any thing that can be sent against him, 
it is my intention to reascend the Ghaut immediately. 

4. Sixteen officers and serjeants belonging to the Campoos^ 
have joined Colonel Stevenson, under your Excellency’s pro- 
clamation of the g9th‘of August. . I will hereafter send a list 
of their i^imes, and an account of the pay each is to receive. 
The infantry retired towards the Nerbuddah when Colonel 
Stevenson approached Boorharipoor, and by all accounts it 
is completely destroyed and disorganized. It is impossible 
to form it into corps again, and it is not probable that it will 
ever be cf any service to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

5* I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a garrison in 
Asseer-Ghur, and to deliver the districts depending upon 
that fortress to the charge of the servants of the Soobah of 
the Deccan. Your Excellency will observe, that this is the 
last of the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the Deccan ; 
and the operations of the troops will now be directed against 
those of the Rajah of Berar. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

with the greatest respeci, 
yonr Excellency’s most obedient and 
faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Wellesley. 


No. CXXII. 

MaJ/r> General Nichols to the Honourable Jonathan Dimcan, Esq» 
Honourable Sir, Bombay, Sept. 27, 3803. 

The enclosed is a copy of a letter from Colonel Murray, 
giving cover to one from Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington, 
respecting the capitulation of Powaughur.f 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

O. Nichols, M.G. 


* A corruption of camp.’^ — A denominaton given by native states to 
camps, or corps of regular troops 

t These documents as also many others in this work are given for the 
sake of placing on public record, the valourous d^'eds of our armies in 
the East, at a crisis of the greatest injportauce.*-[£^d.] 
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[1st Enclosure.] 

To Major-General Nieholls, 

SiE, Head Qi»arters, Baroda, Sept 21, 1803. 

1 have the honour to enclose a letter which I received this morning from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington.' It is necessary to inform you, that the 
delay of this important communication arises &om the miscarriage of tne 
ColonePs letter^ although sent in mplicate. 

Colonel Woodington highly praises the zeal and activity of the troops 
under his command, and to judge by their success, the praise is well 
merited. 

Colonel Woodington has in a most particular manner requested, that I 
should lay the meritorious serviceb of Seijeant Moore, of his Majesty’s 
86th regiment, before you He led the forlorn hope at the assault of 
Broach, and behaved with the utmost gallantry on that occasion. Major 
Cnyler speaks highly in favour of his general character. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

J. Murrat, Colonel. 

[2d. Enclosure.] 

To Colonel Murray^ Commanding^ the Forces in the Gugerat, 

Sib, Baroda, Sept 21, 1803. 

In consequence of your communication to me last night, that you had 
not received tny official communication on the surrender of Powanghur by 
capitulation, 1 have the honour to address you again on the subject 

After a breach h<»d been effected in the wall of the inner fort, as also 
that another was almost practicable in a tower at the angle of the outer 
fort, the garrison ofife*'ed to capitulate on the morning of the 17th, on 
conditio > of being protected in their persons and private property. To 
these terms 1 agreed, on condition of immediately taking possession of the 
breach in the inner wall with a company of sepoys ; they however tacked 
other stipulations to the capitulation, viz. that 1 should agree to pay them 
the arrears du^ from Scindiah, and that two of the Commanders of the 
Guicowar cavalry with me (amounting to about SOO horse) should sign the 
agreement. To these latter articles I would on no account agree, and it 
was not until four p. m. when they found from our continuing to batter 
that I would admit of no delay, that they agreed to the original terms, 
which were immediately carried into full efiect, by then evacuation of the 
fort and mountain of which we took possession. 

If this had not taken place 1 had made the necessary arrangements for 
storming both breaches on the morning of the 18th, and I conceive that 
the garrison were intimidated from a knowledge that, if they opposed us on 
our entering the breaches, their communication with the upper fort would 
be cut off, and they had no other way to escape than the road wMch led 
down by our batte^. 

Could they have obtmned possession of the upper fort, or Balia Killa, at 
the top of the mountain, I am inclined to think it utterly impregnable. 

VOL. III. 2 E 
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1 have left Captain Cliffe of the Engineers, to take a plan and vie a* of 
the forts and works on the mountdn, which I doubt not, from his known 
abilities, will be ably executed. 

It 18 with the greatest pleasure, that I embrace this opportunity of sub- 
mitting for your notice, the merits, zeal, and great exertions of all ranks 
on this service. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

H. WooDiNfiTON, Lieut.-Colonel. 


No. CXXIII. 

lAmt,~General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

(Private.) 

My Lord, Camp Kerowly, Oct. 28th, 1803. 

It is with the most heartfelt satisfaction I take up*my pen 
to congratulate yon upon the signal victory gained by Gene- 
ral Wellesley over Scindiah and the Rajah ofBerar. We 
have had rumours of it for some days, but cannot obtain any 
decided accounts of it. One report is, that Scindiah had fled 
into the Fort of Aseer with only seven horsemen \ if that be 
true, his sun is set. The Berar Rajah will feel the operations 
in Cuttack, and lament bis folly in contending with the Bri- 
tish Government, and will of course sue for peace. Nothing 
ever gave me greater or more real pleasure than hearing that 
General Wellesley had so completely defeated the army of 
Scindiah with his own troops, unassisted by Colonel Steven- 
son^ from being confident what joy you must have received 
from it, as well as its being done by a ling’s General : this you 
will allow to be a national pride in a British officer, without 
any disparagement to any other. 

I had intended to have marched immediately towards 
Gwalior, and in my way to the Chumbul to have destroyed 
the remains of some of Dudemeg’s brigade in that direction^ 
but upon finding the day before yesterday that they had 
begun their march to this side, I determined to intercept 
them, which I have not been able to do exactly ; and I have 
been obliged to halt this day for a very heavy fall of rain last 
night,, that made the roads so bad as to prevent my moving 
this morning. I shall march to-morrow morning, and hope 
very shortly to be able to give a very good account of them, 
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it is not clear what their intention is^ except plundering the 
country, whether they incline to go towards Delhi or Jey- 
pore, whichever route they take, we shall soon be with 
them. They have no leader, and one .day they talk of coming 
in to us, another day they have some other scheme, and no 
one will take them into theb service, consequently they 
cannot exist long. They are very few in number, and short 
I believe of ammunition, therefore your Lordship need not be 
the least uneasy about them. Ambajee’s vakeel is now in 
camp, he arrived this morning, and you shall know by to- 
morrow’s post what his terms axe. I know his character 
perfectly, and I shall be very cautious in trusting to his faith ; 
he has it not in his power to do mischief, he has no troops, 
and I do not think wishes for any. as these fellows of Duder- 
neg’s offered their services to him, which he refused. The 
moment J have settled these gentry, if Ambajee does not give 
up Gwalior, I shall turn my hand that way, and have little 
doubt of its being an easy conquest. 

That you may live long to enjoy all the honours and thanks 
from your country you are justly entitled to, with every 
private comfort and happiness you can experience, is the 
sincere wish, my dear Lord, of him who is 

With affectionate regard and esteem 
Faithfully your’s, 

G* Lake. 


No. CXXIV. 

Th$ Murqum WelleMley to Lieutn^General hake, 

(Private.) 

Fort William, despatched by Express, at 
My dear Sir, ha’i-past Seven, P.M. Oct. 29, 1803, 

Your happy success at Agra has afforded me the most 
cordial satisfaction. This is the fruit of your glory in the 
field. I have remarked that your humane and generous heart 
has suffered severely even in the midst of your victories for 
the necessary loss of gallant British blood, which must attend 
such extraordinary efforts of valour; but I trust you now 
receive the best consolation for the fall of those whom you 
have lamented, in reaping the full benefit of their example 
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and noble deeds ; and in securing Agra the most important 
single object of the war, without effusion of blood, and by the 
mere lustre and terror of your name. This is the most grateful 
result of the triumph of our arms ; nor can a more convincing 
proof be afforded of the humane and just policy of that promp- 
titude, decision, and energy, which marked your conduct in 
the commencement of the war. I am persuaded that many lives 
have been saved by the early sacrifice of a few brave men, whose 
early gallantry has struck terror into the hearts of the enemy. I 
have considered the fall of Agra as the most propitious event 
of this wonderful and immortal campaign, and I have received 
your notification of the surrender of the key of Hindostan as 
the signal of general rejoicing. 

You will have shared my sentiments on the noble and 
splendid victory, gained by my brother on the 23d of Septem- 
ber. His official account of the action has not yet reached 
me, but I have received authentic accounts of all the parti- 
culars of that glorious day, which have been forwarded to 
you by express ; he is worthy to command under your orders : 
and I should almost have believed that he must have received 
them from Delhi, before he fought the battle of Assaye. His 
official return of ordnance taken on the field, amounts to 
ninety-eight pieces of artillery. I have sent you the only 
official letter yet received from him. 

You have now actually accomplished every point of my in- 
structions in the few weeks which have intervened between the 
29th of August, and the 17th of October. If the successes 
of your operations stood alone, they would astonish all Asia ; 
but combined with the blows struck in every other quarter, 
it is impossible to convey to you an adequate idea of the 
splendour of your fame in this part of the world. With all 
the sanguine temper of my mind, I declare that I could not 
have hoped for a completion of my plans at once so rapid and 
so secure. I must now send you fresh instructions, as you 
have reached the limits of all my first ideas. 

You will excuse the delay of my official despatches, when 
you reflect that I am compelled every hour to look all around 
India, and at this moment am endeavouring to despatch to 
England an adequate representation of your merits and 
services. 

I am particularly anxious to send you an order for the 
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distribution of prize, I hope to be able to furnish it to-morrow, 
in the meanwhile, you may assure the army that I will grant 
all within my power, and even stretch that power to the 
utmost for their interest. 

I shall issue a general order comprehehding your operations 
from the battle of Delhi, to the fall of Agra, on Monday. 

Ever, my dear General, 

Yours affectionately, 

With sincere respect and confidence, 
Wellesley. 


No. CXXV. 

General Orders^ by the Gwernor-General in Council 

Fort William, October 30, 1803 

The Governor-General in council has this day received 
from Major-General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley, the 
official report of the signal and splendid victory obtained by 
the troops under the personal command of that distinguished 
officer, on the 23d of September, at Assye in the Deccan, over 
the combined armies of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar. 

At the close of a campaign of the most brilliant success 
and glory in every quarter of India, this transcendent victory 
demands a testimony of public honour, equal to any which the 
justice of the British Government in India, has ever conferred 
on the conduct of our officers and troops in the most distin- 
guished period of our military history. 

The Governor-General in council highly approves the 
skilful plan formed by Major-General Wellesley on the 21st 
of September, for precluding the escape of the enemy, and 
for reducing their combined army to the necessity of hasSard- 
ing a general action. 

His Excellency in council also sigmfies his most cordial 
approbation of the magnanimity, promptitude, and judgment 
with which Major-General Wellesley determined upon the 
instantaneous attack of the enemy on the 28d of September. 

During the severe action which ensued, the conduct of 
Major-General Wellesley united a degree of ability, of pru^ 
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dence, and of dauntless spirit/ seldom equalled^ and never 
surpassed. 

The Governor-General in council signifies his warmest 
applause of the exemplary order and steadiness with which 
the troops advanced under a most destructive fire, against a 
body of the enemy’s infantry, considerably superior in number, 
and determined to oppose a vigorous resistance to our attack. 
The numerous infantry of the enemy were driven from their 
powerful artillery at the point of the bayonet, with an alacrity 
and resolution truly worthy of British soldiers, and the firm- 
ness and discipline manifested by our brave infantry, in 
repelling the great body of the enemy’s cavalry, merit the 
highest commendation. 

The Governor-General in council has remarked with great 
satisfaction, the gallant and skilful conduct of the cavalry, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, and particularly 
of his Majesty’s 19th regiment of light dragoons, a corps 
distinguished in India by a long and uninterrupted%ourse of 
arduous service, and of progressive honour. 

His Excellency in council directs Major-General Wellesley, 
to signify to all the officers and troops employed on this glo- 
rious occasion, and especially to Lieutenant-Colonel Harness 
and to Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, who commanded brigades, 
and to the officers of the staff, the high sense entertained by 
the Governor-General in coimcil of their eminent and honoura- 
ble services. 

The important benefits resulting from the triumph of our 
arms in the battle of Assye, are not inferior to the splendour 
of the action. The imi iediate consequences derived from the 
exertions of that day have been the complete defeat of the 
combined army of the confederate chieftains ; an irrepari^ble 
blow to the strength and efficiency of their military resources, 
especially of their artillery, in the Deccan ; the expulsion of 
an hostile and predatory army from the territory of our ally 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan; and a seasonable and effectual 
check to the ambition, pride, and rapacity of the enemy. 

The prosperous result of these advantages must be acede- 
rated by the auspicious progress of our arms in other pro- 
vinces of India, and it may reasonably* be expected that, lie 
decisive victories gained at Delhi and Assye, on the lltih aid 
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3Sd of September, will speedily compel the enemy to restore 
peace to Hindostan, and to the Deccan. 

The achievements of our commanders, officers, and troops 
during this campaign, and especially in the signal victories 
of Delhi and of Assye, must inspire a general sentiment 
of just confidence in tlxe vigour of our military resources, 
and in the stability of our dominion and power. Our uniform 
success in frustrating every advantage of superior numbers, 
of powerful artillery, and even of obstinate resistance opposed 
by the enemy, constitutes a satisfactory proof of the esta- 
blished superiority of British discipline, experience, and 
valour; and demonstrates, that the glorious progress of our 
arms is not the accidental result of a temporary or transient 
advantage, but the natural and certain effect of a permanent 
cause. 

From these reflections consolation* is to be derived for the 
loss of those lamented and honoured officers and soldiers 
who, animated by the gallant spirit of their General, and 
emulating the noble example of his zeal and courage, sacri- 
ficed their lives to the honour, and interests of their country. 

The Governor-General in council greatly regrets the loss 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell of his Majesty’s 19th dragoons, 
who fell at the head of the British cavalry, bravely charging 
a large body of the enemy’s infantry. With the utmost 
concern his Excellency in council records the names of the 
valuable and excellent officers, who have fallen with glory 
at the battle of Assye, in atchieving the complete defeat of 
the enemy, and in establishing the triumph of the British 
arms in the Deccan* Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, Captains 
R. Boyle, H. Mackey, D. Aytone, A. Dyce, B. Madeod, and 
'T* Maxwell, Captain-Lieutenants Steele and Fooler, Lieute- 
nants Bonomi, Griffith, J. Campbell, J. M* Campbell, J. 
Grant, R. Neilson, L. Campbell, M. Morris and J. Douglas; 
Lieutenants Brown, Mavor, Perrie, and Volunteer Tew. 

In testimony of the high honour acquired by the^army 
under the personal command of Migor-General Wellesley, 
at the battle of Assye, the Governor-General in council is 
pleased to order, that honorary colours, with a device pro- 
perly suited to commemor)Ate that signal and splendid victory, 
be presented to the corps of cavalry and^ infantr} employ^ 
on that glorious occasion. The names of the brave officers 
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and men who fell at the battle of Assye will be commemorated, 
together with the circumstances of the action, upon the public 
monument to be erected at Fort William, to the memory of 
those who have faHen in the public service during the present 
campaign. 

The honorary colours granted by these orders to his Ma- 
jesty’s 19th regiment of dragoons, and to the 74th and 78th 
regiments of foot, are to be used by those corps while they 
shall continue in India, or until his Majesty’s most gracious 
pleasure be signified through his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

His Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, 
Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief of all the land 
forces serving in the East Indies, is pleased to direct, that 
these orders be publicly read to the troops, under arms, at 
every station of the land forces in the East Indies, and that 
the European officers of the native corps do cause the same 
to be duly explained to the native officers and troops. 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-General in council, 

L. Hook, 

Sec. to Gov\ Mil. Dep*. 

By his Excellency the Captain-General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the land forces- 
J. Armstrong, 

Acting Military Secretary. 


No. CXXVI. 

Tkt Gwermr-Gjeneral in Council to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors, 

Honourable Sirs, October 31, 1803. 

The unavoidable delay in the despatch of the Packet over- 
land, enables the Governor-General in council to communicate 
to your honourable Committee, by the present opportunity, 
the accounts which we have received of the progress of our 
arms, since our last address to your honourable Committee. 

On the 12tb of September, the army, under the personal 
direction of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, com- 
menced crossing the river Jumna. In consequence of the 
total defeat of the army under the command of M. Louis 



1803 . 


THE SECRET COMMITTEE. 




Bourquain on the 11th of September, the whole of the French 
and Mahratta force dispersed, leaving to the British troops 
the undisputed passage of the Jumna. 

Conformably to the permission granted to General Perron, 
that officer attended by his secretary, Mr. Beckett, and by 
Mr. Fleury, passed into the Company’s territories, and has 
since arrived at Lucknow, whence he will shortly proceed to 
the Presidency. General Perron was attended by his body- 
guard consisting of near 400 horse. On the 14th M. Louis 
Bourquain, and four of his officers, surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war to the Commander-in-Chief at Delhi. 

On the 16th, his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief at- 
tended by the principal officers of the British army waited on 
the unfortunate Emperor Shah Allum, at the royal palace, in 
the Fort of Delhi. 

On that occasion his Majesty’s eldest son, Mirza Akber 
Shah, proceeded to the British camp, and conducted his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to the presence of his 
Majesty, who received his Excellency seated on his throne. 

His Majesty and the whole of his court testified the utmost 
joy at the events which have placed his Majesty and the royal 
family, under the protection of the British Government. 

The attention of the Governor-General is now directed to 
the formation of a permanent arrangement for the future 
maintenance of the dignity and comfort of his Majesty and 
the royal family, on principles calculated to provide for the 
exigency with the least practicable inconvenience to the 
honourable Company, and with the greatest advantage to the 
reputation of British justice, and liberality, and to secure the 
important benefits to be derived from the connection which 
will now be renewed between his Majesty, and the British 
power in India. 

The Governor-General having received from his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, returns of the ordnance captured in 
the Fort of Alygur on the 4th of September, and of the 
artillery taken on the field of battle near Delhi, on the 11th 
of September, which completed the official statement of the 
military operations conducted under the personal command 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, from the 29th of 
August, to the 18th of September, the Governor-General in 
council issued general orders, under date the 1st of October, 
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expressing the sentiments of applause and admiration with 
which the British Government has contemplated the rapid 
and brilliant success of the British arms, under the distin- 
guished conduct of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
and the extraordinary valour and exertions of the officers and 
troops by which that success was atchieved. 

On the 24th of September, his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief marched from Delhi with the army under his com- 
mand in the direction of Muttra and Agra, leaving Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony to attend the person of the Emperor Shah 
Allum ; and for the protection of Delhi one complete battalion 
and five companies of infantry, together with a corps of Mah- 
rattas, then raising under the superintendance of two officers, 
British subjects, who quitted the service of Scindiah at the 
commencement of the war. 

On the 30th of September, M. Dodemique, a French 
officer in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, commanding 
a brigade ofScindiah^s troops, surrendered himself to Colonel 
Vandeleur, who had arrived at Muttra with a detachment of 
British troops from Futtygur. M. Dodemique was accompa- 
nied by a British subject, and by a French officer in Scindiah’s 
service. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief received 
notice on the 1st of Octobeir^ of the intention of Mr. Brownrig, 
and of three more officers, British subjects belonging to the 
corps under the command of Mr. Brownrig, to surrender 
themselves at the earliest opportunity. 

The Governor-General in council has the satisfaction to 
inform your honourable Committee, that no French officers of 
any consideration now remain in the service of the confede- 
rated Mahratta chieftains. 

On the 2d of October, the army under the command of his 
Excellency General Lake arrived at Muttra. The Governor- 
General in council deems it to be a testimony due to the 
exemplary discipline and good conduct of the British troops, 
to insert in this place an extract from his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chiers letter to the Governor-General, of the 
2d of October, describing the impression produced on the 
minds of the inhabitants of the country between Delhi and 
Muttra, by the order and regularity of the troops during their 
march through that territory. 

It is with a mixed sentiment of pride and pleasure that 
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I inform your Lordship^ that all the inhabitants of this place^ 
who for a time fled^ returned to their habitations last nighty 
on perceiving that ravages had been committed by the 
troops^ which I attribute to the particular attention payed by 
Colonel Vandeleur to this circumstance. ” 

I am informed from all quarters that the inhabitants 
behold with astonishment^ this proof of the discipline and 
good conduct of the army, all declare that hitherto it has been 
unknown in Hindostan that a victorious army should pass 
through a country without destroying by fire, and committing 
every excess the most injurious to the inhabitants ; but on the 
contrary from the reguh.rity observed by us, our approach 
is a blf'ssing, instead of bringing with it as they at first feared 
all the horrors of war attended by rapine and murder; that 
their cattle remain in their fields without being molested, and 
the inhabitants in their houses recehe every protections^ 

I cannot find words to express to your Lordship the 
pleasure I have received from this account. The favourable 
opinion the inhabitants have formed of us from these cir-> 
cumstances cannot fail of producing the most beneficial 
consequencesS* 

On the 9th of October his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief concluded a treaty of general defence and guarailtee 
with the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, one of the principal chieftains of 
the tribe of Jauts whose country is situated in the vicinity of 
Muttra and Agra. 

The Governor-General in council having entirely approved 
the terms of that treaty, has ratified it ; a copy is enclosed for 
your honourable Committee’s information.* 

In consequence of the conclusion of this engagement the 
Rajah of Bhurtpoor has despatched to the British camp, a 
detachment of 1,200 cavalry to co-operate with the British 
army. 

The character and influence of that chieftain in the north- 
western quarter of Hindostan, renders his alliance an object 
of considerable inportance to the interests of the British 
Government 

The Governor-General in council entertains a confident 
expectation, that the Rajpoot and other chieftains in that 


* See Appendix. 
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quarter will shortly be induced to connect their interests with 
those of the British Government, and if necessary to co- 
operate with the British troops against the enemy. 

On the 4th of October the army under the command of his 
Excellency General Lake, arrived before Agra; a summons 
was immediately sent demanding the surrender of the fort to 
which no ansv^er was returned. The Mahratta ^vfficers in the 
fort had confined aU the Europeans stationed there, and the 
greatest confusion was said to prevail within the fort. A body 
of the enemy’s troops consisting of seven battalions being 
encamped under the walls of the fort, it became necessary to 
dislodge that force oefore the operation of the siege could be 
commenced. The Coihmander-in-Chief accordingly appointed 
a detachment of British troops under the command of Briga- 
dier General Clarke for that duty, and on the 10th of Octo- 
ber, the British detachment attacked and completely defeated 
the force of the enemy. 

By this success, the British troops obtain^ possession of 
the town of Agra, and were enabled to commence operatioiis 
for the siege of the fort. 

On the 12th of October the battalions of the enemy which 
were opposed to the British troops on the lOtb of that 
month surrendered to the Commander-in-Chief ; their number 
amounted to about 2,C>00. 

On the following day, the Governor of the Fort of Agra 
solicited a cessation of hostilities for the purpose of negotia- 
ting the terms of capitulation, and despatched an European 
officer to the British camp, with a let*,er signed by the prin- 
cipal oflScers in the fqjrt, stating the conditions on which they 
were disposed to surrender it ; his Excellency the Comman- 
der-in-Chief immediately despatched a British ofiScer into the 
fort for the purpose of finally adjusting the terms of the 
capitulation, but while that oflSicer was actually engaged in 
the negotation the firing from the fort recommenced, and the 
British oflScer returned to camp. 

On the 17th the breaching bafreiies opened against the 
fort with great effect, and on the evening of the same day the 
garrison capitulated and surrendered the celebrated Fqrt of 
Agra to the British troops. 

The acquisition of the important fortress of Agra, added to 
our possession of Delhi and Muttra, has completed the re- 
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duction of the territory of Scindiah situated on both banks of 
the Jumna* 

The enemy being entirely repulsed on the north-western 
frontier of Oude, no event has occurred to disturb the tran- 
quillity of our possessions since the incursion of the detach- 
ment under the command of Mr. Fleury, of which the details 
were communicated in our despatch to your honourable 
Committee of the 25th of September.* Some internal’ distur- 
bance has arisen in consequence of outrages committed by the 
Zemeendar of Tutteea, who has for some time been in a state 
Jf rebellion against the British Government; these distur- 
bances however were entirely quelled, and several of the 
rebels were in custody for trial by the civil power on the 21st 
of October. 

Gholaum Mahomed Khan the Rohilla chief, who, at the 
invitation of Scindiah and of M. Perron, had advanced with 
a body of troops to Coonjpoorah, a town situated on the 
river Jumna to the northward of Delhi, with the intention of 
crossing that river and of proceeding towards Rampore, on 
receiving intelligence of the battle of Delhi, and the total 
defeat of the army under the command of M. Louis Bour- 
quain immediately retreated with the utmost -expedition, and 
was deserted by a considerable part of the troops which he 
had collected. 

The Governoi -General in council deems it proper in this 
place to insert an extract from a letter from Mr. A. Seton, 
the political agent of the Governor-General in the ceded 
provinces, dated the 18th of September, describing the im- 
pression produced on the minds of the inhabitants of our 
north-western provinces by th's l()rilliant victory obtained by 
the army under the command of his Excellency General 
Lake, over the troops conducted by M. Louis Bou’ quain on 
the 11th of of September in the vicinity of Delhi. 

It is impossible to express the astonishment which has 
been raised amongst all ranks of natives by the brilliant 
success of his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chicf on the 
l\th instant; at first the intelligence was not believed^ and 
when confirmed was only believed to be admired. The bene-- 
ficial effects of so glorious and so complete a victory gained 


* Seep. 370. 
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under circumtances of mch mnet he 

calculation. The language of the natives is that #*Wr 
(sdmiration is divided betv>een two obfecis, and thdt 
Jmow not which to extoU most, — British valout, or Bri^h 
Jmmamty.*^ 

The Goremor-General in council now proceeds^ to cominu* 
nicate to your honourable Committee^ the progress of opera- 
tions in the province of Cuttack, which we have the satisfBO^ 
tioR to inform your honourable Committee have terminated' 
by the capture of the town and fort of Cuttack, and the con- 
sequent subjection of the whole of that valuable provincft 
to the British authority. 

Our despatch of the ^5th of September, contains the com- 
munication of the progress of the British army under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt from Ganjam to 
Juggernaut, and of the occupation of that place by the 
British troops. 

The inundated state of the country prevented the march 
of the army under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Har- 
court from Juggernaut, until the S4th of September. During 
the first day’s march, the advanced corps of the army were 
several times engaged with parties of the enemy’s troops who 
were repulsed with loss. 

An action subsequently took place between an advanced 
detachment of the British troops and a party of the enemy 
near Muckundpore, in which the latter was defeated with con- 
siderable loss. 

No further resistance was opposed to the progress of the 
British army until its arrival at Cuttack on the 10th of Octo- 
ber, but the inundated state of the country and the rise of 
the rivers greatly retarded the march of the troops. 

The town of Cuttack was immediately occupied by the 
British tioops without opposition. 

Our despatch of the ^5th of September, also contains the 
information of the occupation of Balasore by a detachment of 
troops which proceeded from Fort William by sea, under the 
command of Captain Morgan. 

On the 30th of September, Captain Morgan detached two 
companies under the command of Lieutenant Slye^ towards 
Soorong twenty miles south of Balasore, for the purpose 
of dislodging a party of the enemy stationed near that 
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idaqe, and^^fopekiing the <$ommiimcaiioa in the direction of 
Cuttack. 

On tb0 1st of October the detachment under the command 
of lieutenant Slyoi attacked and defeated the enemy which 
was posted at a village a short distance^north of Soorong, and 
the troops ^of the enemy stationed at Soorong, subsequently 
retreated to the southward. The detachment under Lieute* 
nant Slye having been reinforced by another company from 
Baksorei occupied Soorong on the 3d of October without 
fiirther opposition. 

« In our despatch of the S5tb of September, the Governor- 
Greneral in council has communicated to your honourable 
Comunttee, the formation and destination of a detachment 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fergusson, at 
Balasore. 

pn the 4th of October the whole of the detachment under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Fergusson, arrived at Bala^ 
sere without any opposition. 

On the 10th of October the detachment under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Colonel Fergusson marched from Balasore in 
consequence of orders from the Governor^General, directing 
that* officer to proceed for the purpose of forming a junction 
with the army under the command of Lieut-Colonel Harcourt 
at Cuttack ; and on the Idth of October that detachment 
arrived near Budruck, a village situated near half way be- 
tween Balasore and Cuttack. 

The inhabitants of the province of Cuttack afforded every 
assistance to the British troops on their march, and expressed 
the utmost satisfaction at the prospect of being speedily re- 
lieved from the oppressions to which they had uniformly been 
subjected by the Mahratta Government, and of being placed 
under the protection of the British power. 

On the 19th of October the Governor-General received 
th^ satisfactory intelligence of the capture of the strong fort 
of Barrabutty, or Cuttack, on the 14th, by assault. 

The Governor-General in council contemplates with senti- 
ments of the highest approbation the disdngujshed zeal and 
ability of the British officers, and indefatigable perseverance 
and alacrity t||e^ British troops in surmounting the extra- 
ordinary difficultes which the nature of the country of Cut- 
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tackj and the inclemency of the season opposed to the plpo^ 
gress and operations of an invading army. 

The Governor-General in council desires to offer to youp 
honourable Committee bis congratulations on the success o£ 
the British arms in the province of Cuttack, by which ihe 
whole of that valuable and highly productive province has 
been anriexed to the honourable Company’s dominions, the 
frontier of Bengal materially strengthened, and the continuity 
of your possessions between the presidencies of Bengal and 
Fort St. George, ultimately secured. 

On the Srd of October the Governor-General in council 
had the satisfaction to receive despatches from Bombay, 
notifying the assault and capture of the important seaport of 
Baroach, on the 29th of August, by a detachment under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Woodington. 

By the capture of this important sea port, its dependant 
territory estimated to yield an annual revenue of more than 
eleven lacks of rupees, has been subjected to the authority of 
the British Government. 

The Governor-General has had the satisfaction to receive 
advices from the honourable Major-General Wellesley, con- 
taining the important intelligence that on the 23rd of Sept, 
an action took place near the Adjuntee Pass, in the Deccan, 
between the forces under the command of the honourable 
Major-General Wellesley, and tlie main body of the combined 
army of the confederated chieftains. After a most severe en- 
gagement the enemy was completely defeated, and ninety- 
eight pieces of cannon were taken on the field of battle by 
the British troops at the point of the bayonet ; our loss in this 
signal and splendid victory has been great. 

The Governor-General in council solicits the particular 
notice of your honourable Committee, and of the honourable 
Court of Directors, to the distinguished merits of the honour- 
able Major-General Wellesley, and of the officers and troops 
under his command in that extraordinary exertion of British 
discipline, valour, and skill. 

The satisfaction with which the Governor-General in 
council contemplates the late rapid and glorious success of 
the British arms in every direction in which they have been 
opposed to the enemy’s forces, is augmented by the reflection, 
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that under the pressure of accumulated defeat, with aggra- 
vated loss of resources, power, reputation, military strength, 
and dominion in every quarter of India, the confederate chief- 
tains must speedily be compelled to accede to such reasonable 
terms of pacification as shall sufficiently provide for the safety 
of our allies, for the future security of the honourable Com- 
pany’s possessions, and for the permanent establishment of 
tranquillity in Hindustan and the Deccan* 

The Governor-General in council cannot close this despatch 
without expressing to your honourable Committee in the 
strongest terms the sentiments of high respect, admiration, 
and gratitude, with which he contemplates the energy and 
perseverance, the military skill, judgment, and invincible intre- 
pidity manifested by his Excellency General Lake, com- 
mander-in-chief, under extraordinary difficulties, in preparing 
the army of Bengal for the field, in conducting it by a rapid 
succession of glorious victories to the complete defeat of a 
powerful enemy, and in maintaining the honour of the British 
name in India by a humane attention towards the inhabitants 
of the conquered provinces, and by a due I'espect and reve- 
rence towards the unfortunate representative of the house of 
Timur, and towards his Majesty’s royal family. 

The glory of this uninterrupted success is not surpassed by 
any recorded triumph of the British arms in India, and has 
been attended by every circumstance calculated t6 elevate the 
fame of British valour, to illustrate the character of British 
humanity, and to secure the stability of the British empire in 
the east. The Governor-General in council therefore earnestly 
recommends the conduct of General Lake to the most dis- 
tinguished approbation and applause of the East India Com- 
pany, and to the gracious favour of his Majesty 5 nor has any 
oflicer in the most brilliant periods of our history in India dis- 
played the high qualifications requisite for the arduous station 
of commander-in-chief, with more honour to the military repu- 
tation, or with more advantage to the political interests of the 
British nation in the east. 

The public duty of the Governor-General in council also 
demands a testimony of justice to the conduct of the honour- 
able Major-General Wellesley. The attention of your honour- 
able Committee has already been solicited to the merits of 
Major-General Wellesley in conducting the British troops 

VOL. IIL 2 F 
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from the frontier of Mysore to Poonah, in establishing his 
Highness the Peishwa upon the musnud, and in the reduction 
of the important fortress of Ahmednuggur. The conduct of 
Major-General Wellesley in the exercise of the extensive 
political and military powers, vested in him by the Governor- 
General in council, also deserves the highest approbation of 
your honourable Committee, and of the honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

At the close of a campaign of the most brilliant success, 
and glory, in every quarter of India, the transcendant victory 
obtained at Assye in the Deccan, on the gSd of September, 
appeared to the Governor-General in council to demand a 
testimony of public honour, equal to any which the justice of 
the British Government in India has ever conferred on the 
conduct of our officers and troops in the most distinguished 
period of our nulitary history. 

The Governor-General in council highly approved the 
skilful plan formed by Major-General Wellesley on the 21st 
of September, for precluding the escape of the enemy, and 
for reducing their combined army to the necessity of hazard- 
ing a general action. 

His Excellency in council also signified his most cordial 
approbation of the magnanimity, promptitude, and judgment 
with which Major-General Wellesley determined upon the 
instantaneous attack of the enemy on the 23d of September. 

During the severe action which ensued, the conduct of 
Major-General Wellesley united adegree of ability, of prudence, 
and of dauntless spirit, seldom equalled and never surpassed. 

The important benefits resulting from the triumph of our 
arms in the battle of Assye, are not inferior to the splendour 
of the action* The immediate consequences derived from the 
exertions of that day have been the complete defeat of the 
combined army of the confederate chieftains ; an irreparable 
blow to the strength and efficiency of their military resources, 
especially of their artillery, in the Deccan; the expulsion of 
a predatory and hostile army from the territory of our ally 
the Soubahdarof the Deccan; and a seasonable and effectual 
check to the ambition, pride and rapacity of the enemy. 

Under these circumstances the Governor-General in coun- 
cil is induced to recommend the conduct of the honourable 
Major-General Wellesley to the particular approbation of the 
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honourable Court of Directors, and to the gracious notice of 
his Majesty. 

In the course of an extensive and complicated system of 
military of^erations, the glorious success of our arms since the 
commencement of this war has been uniform in every part of 
India. The able and gallant officers and troops of his 
Majesty’s service, and of the several establishments of the 
three Presidencies have been actuated by equal sentiments of 
public spirit and honour, and have co-operated with equal 
ardour and success, in an united effort to accomplish the just 
objects of the allies. The Governor-General in council 
confides in the justice of our cause, in the unanimous zeal 
of the three Presidencies, and in the continued co-operarion 
of ther respective resources and power, that the views of the 
confederate chieftains will be speedily frustrated by the 
complete restoration of peace and tranquillity to the provin- 
ces of Hindostan and the Deccan, which have been disturbed 
by the ambition and violence of the enemy. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

WeMiESIiEY. 

G. H* BarIiOW. 

G. UnNY. 

P. S. The Governor-General has received on this day, a 
despatch from the honourable Major-General Wellesley, 
under date the 6th of October, containing intelligence that 
on the 5th of October Major-General Wellesley had received 
a letter from the enemy’s camp signed by Ballajee Koonjur, 
requesting that Major-General Wellesley would despatch a 
British officer, together with an officer of the Soubahdar of the 
Deccan to the enemy’s camp, for the purpose of negotiating 
terms of peace between the allies and the confederated Mah- 
ratta chieftains. 

Ballajee Koonjur was originally despatched by his High- 
ness the Peishwa from Bassein, to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for 
the purpose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the 
engagements concluded between tte Peishwa and the British 
Government; but with the accustomed versatilityand treachery 
of a Mahratta politician Ballajee Koonjur has subsequently 
attached himself to the service of Dowlut Rao Scinch 

Major-General Wellesley judged it to be expedieiit to 
decline a compliance with this request for the despatch of a 
British officer, and of an officer of the Soubahdar of the 
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Deccan to the camp of the confederates ; first, because in the 
application of Ballajee Koonjur no reference is made to the 
authority, either of Dowlut Rao Scindiah or the Rajah of 
Berar, and consequently it is not certain that the application 
proceeds from either of those chieftains, either or both of 
whom might hereafter disavow the act of Ballajee Koonjur; 
and secondly, because the presence of a British officer in the 
enemy’s camp at that moment, would have tended to raise the 
spirits of the enemy’s troops, and to prevent their dispersion, 
and would have been represented by the enemy as an attempt 
on oiir part to sue for peace. 

The Governor-General in council entirely approves the 
judgment and prudence manifested by Major-General Wel- 
lesley in refusing to comply with the request of the enemy, 
and is satisfied that the duplicity and debased art of the 
Mbhratta councils would have perverted the acquiescence of 
Major-General Wellesley in this insidious proposition, to the 
purpose of impairing the reputation of our arms and power. 

The Governor-General in council however, is inclined to 
believe that the ambition, pride, and rapacity of the confede- 
rate chieftains have received such a check, as must compel 
them to abstain from the prosecution of their inordinate 
designs; and we therefore expect to receive early intelligence 
of the disposition of the confederate chieftains to despatch 
directly from their respective authorities, to the British camp, 
an embassy, duly authorized to negotiate the terms of peace 
conformably to Major-General Wellesley’s proposition. 

Wellesley. 

G. H. Barlow. 
G. Udny. 


No. CXXVIL 

The Marquess WeUeslen to Lord Hobart* 

My Lord, Fort William, November Ist, iSOS. 

1. In every quarter of India the officers and troops em- 
ployed in the course of this war, have displayed the most 
exemplary conduct under circumstances of considerable diffi- 
culty and danger* The merits of the army were however 
eminently conspicuous in the gallant and successful assault 
of AlLghur, and in the glorious and memorable battles of 
Delhi and Assye. 
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g. Te conduct of the troops engaged in those actions 
demanded an extraordinary testimony of my approbation. I 
accordingly directed in my orders of the 1st and 30th of 
October, that the corps employed in the capture of Allighur 
and in the victories at Delhi and Assye should bear in their 
respective colours an honourary device properly suited to 
commemorate those important events, and to perpetuate the 
peculiar honour acquired by the troops under the personal 
command of his Excellency General Lake, and of the honour- 
able Major-General Wellesley on those occasions. 

8. In this remote quarter of the British empire it is requi- 
site on important occasions, to confirm the zeal, courage, and 
discipline of the army, by the immediate expression of the 
public approbation of the executive government. The salu- 
tary eflfect of public honours would be lost in a considerable 
degree, if delayed until orders could be received from England. 

4. I should however have been desirous to have received 
the previous sanction of his Majesty for the grant of honor- 
ary devices to be worn in the colours of the regiments of his 
Majesty’s army, which were engaged at Allighur, at Delhi 
and Assye, but your Lordship will feel that it would have been 
extremely unjust to have excepted his Majesty’s regiments 
from the reward conferred upon achievements, in which those 
regiments had borne a most cmspicuous part. 

5. I request your LordshipJto solicit his Majesty’s gracious 
approbation and public confirmation of the grant of honorary 
devices to be borne in the standards and colours of the regi- 
ments of his Majesty’s army, which are named in the Gover- 
nor-General’s orders to which I have referred. 

6. Your Lordship will remark, that I have reserved the 
confirmation of these honorary grants for the ultimate plea- * 
sure of his Majesty, and that I have limited their operation 
to India ; but I request your Lordship to submit to his Ma- 
jesty my humble hope that his Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to permit those corps to retain after their return to 
Europe, the honorary distinctions granted for their services 
in India. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Welxbsley. 
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No. cxxvm. 

Minute by the Govemor^GeneraL 

Fort Wllliatti, Nov. let, 1803. 

The Governor-General is sincerely concerned that any 
circumstances should require the departure of Captain James 
Salmond^ from India. 

On the return of Captain Robinson, late Military Auditor 
General, to Europe, at the close of the year 1800, the zeal, 
ability, and honour, which had been manifested by Captain 
Salmond in the discharge of the functions of Military Secre- 
tary to the Governor-General, induced the Governor-General 
to consider Captain Salmond to be the fittest person to suc- 
ceed Captain Robinson in the important office of Military 
Auditor General, and the pubUc records bear ample testimony 
that the duties of that laborious and invidious station could not 
have been committed to any person possessing qualifications 
for the trust, superior to those of Captain Salmond. 

The high estimation in which the services of Captain Salmond 
are held by this government, has been stated in a late general 
letter from the Governor-General in council, to the honoura'^ 
ble the Court of Directors. The Governor-General however, 
deems it to be an act of justice to Captain Salmond to record 
in this place, a declaration of the sense which he entertains 
of the advantage which has been derived to tlje public service 
from the zeal, fidelity, knowledge, and talents ot tljis merito- 
rious public officer now on the eve 3f his embarkation' for 
Europe. The Governor-General has derived the greatest 
assistance from Captain Salmond, not only in revising the 
various and complicated branches of the military establish- 
ment of this Presidency, with a view to the regulation of the 
military charges, but in the introduction of several useful 
improvements for facilitating the system of military accounts, 
and for correcting defects in the supply and movement of the 
army. 

Captain Salmond’s distinguished services had recommended 
him to so high a place in the Govemor-Genera?s confidence 
and esteem, that the Governor-General directed Captain 
Salmond during the last year to visit the settlements of 
Madras and Bombay, for the purpose of examining the mili- 
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tary regulations, and the existing system for the ordering and 
management of the army in all its branches at those Presi- 
dencies, in order to prepare the means of introducing every 
practicable degree of improvement in the regulations of the 
army throughout India. Captain Salmond’s report upon this 
subject after his return to Bengal, evinces the diligence, 
ability, and integrity with which he discharged the impor- 
tant trust committed to him. 

Under all these circumstances the Governor General in 
the most earnest manner recommends Captain Salmond to 
the notice of the honourable the Court of Directors, as a 
public officer who has rendered essential service to the Com- 
pany in the discharge of a most arduous trust, and whpse 
conduct ranks him with the most respectable of his predeces- 
sors, and affords a useful example for the imitation of his suc- 
cessors in the important office of Military Auditor General.’**' 


No. CXXIX. 

Lieut^^General Ltdke to the Marquess Wellesley* 

Camp, four miles to the westward of Lasswary, 
November Ist, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received November I3th, 1803.] 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that I marched ’ 
from Agra the ^th ultimo, in pursuit of the Mahratta force, 
which was composed of the brigades which had been de- 
tached from the Deccan in the early part of the campaign, 
and of a few battalions which had effected their escape from 
Delhi. I was the more anxious to defeat this corps from 
its being furnished with a numerous artillery. Owing to 
the detention the army met with from a heavy fall of rain, 
it was not until the 39th that it reached a camp to the west- 
ward of Futtipoor. From intelligence I received here of the 
rapid manner in which the Mahratta army was moving, I de- 
termined to leave the heavy artillery, with a proper detach- 
ment of infantry for its protection, and to pursue the enemy 
by forced marches, in the hope of being able the more speedily 
to come up with him. On the 31st, the army encamped at A 

♦ Captain Salmond on hia return to Europe, was appointed by the Court 
of Directors to the important office of Military Secretary to the Court of 
Directors . — [Ed ] 
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short distance from the ground which the enemy had quitted 
the same morning. Possessed of this intelligence, I resolved 
to make an effort to overtake him with all the cavalry of the 
army, in the intention of delaying him by a light engagement, 
until the infantry should be able to come up. To this end 
the cavalry marched at twelve last night, and having performed 
a distance of more than forty miles in twenty-four hours, came 
up with the enemy this morning soon after day-break. From 
the sudden manner in which I came upon the enemy, I ven- 
tured to make an attack with the cavalry alone, supported by 
the mounted artillery, but finding him too advantageously 
posted to hope for complete success without too much risk, 
I drew the cavalry out of reach of cannon shot, and waited 
the arrival of the infantry. Soon after their arrival, I made 
a general attack upon the enemy’s position, the result of which 
I have the satisfaction of informing yojir Excellency has been 
a complete, though T sincerely lament to add, dear bought 
victory. The enemy were totally defeated, with the loss of 
all their cannon, tumbrils, and baggage ; but this important 
advantage has only been gained by the loss of many valuable 
ofiicers, the principal of whom are, Major-General Ware, 
Colonel Vandeleur, Major Griffiths, Major Campbell the De- 
puty Quarter Master General, and my Aide-de-Carap Lieute- 
nant Duval, who gloriously fell in this honourable contest. 

I have not been able to ascertain the exact account of our 
loss in killed and wounded, returns of which, with a detailed 
account of this important affair, I shall have the honour of 
transmitting to your Excellency by the first opportunity. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 
Most obedient humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


By authentic advices received firom camp, it appears that 
the victory was most complete and glorious. All the enemy’s 
battalions are cut up, or taken, and near seventy guns, their 
whole baggage, bazars, &c. are in our possession. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief had two horses killed under him; and Major 
Lake severely, but not dangerously wounded. 

By command of his Excellency the most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J Lumsdev, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 
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No. CXXX. 

Lieut,-G«neM JLahe to the Mtergveu Welhetey. 

Head Qnarten, Camp near Laaewary, Nor. 2, 1803. 
My Loro, [Reeeired Nor 16, 1803.] 

Jb my despatch of yesterday’s date, I did myself the honour 
to state for your Lordship’s information, some particulars of 
the march of the army from Agra to the camp it now occupies, 
together with the general result of the action which took place 
yesterday. I now have the honour to send your Excellency 
a more detailed account of that affsdr. 

After a forced march of twenty-fire nules, which was per- 
formed by the cavalry in a little more than six hours, 1 came 
up with the enemy, who appeared to be upon their retreat, 
and in such confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of 
an attack upon him with the cavalry alone. By cutting the 
embankment of a large reservoir of water, the enemy had 
rendered the road very difficult to pass, which caused a con- 
siderable delay in the advance of the cavalry ; of this the 
^enemy had availed himself to take an advantageous post, hav- 
ing his right upon a rivulet, which we had to cross, and his 
left upon the village of Lasswary ; the whole of his front was 
amply provided with artillery. I was prevented from discover- 
ing this change in the situation of the enemy by the quantity 
of dust which, when once clear of the water, totally obscured 
him from our sight ; I therefore proceeded in the execution of 
my design, by which I hoped to prevent his retreat into the 
hills, and secure his guns ; directing the advanced guard and 
first brigade commanded by Colonel Vandeleur, upon the 
point where I had observed the enemy in motion, but which 
proved to be the left of his new position; the remainder of 
the cavalry I ordered to attack in succession, as soon as they 
could form after passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major Griffiths, 
and that of the first brigade led by Colonel Vandeleur, was 
made with much gallantry; the enemy’s line was forced, and 
the cavalry penetrated into the village; they still, however, 
continued to be exposed to a most galling fire of cannon and 
musket^, which, as it was impossible under such circum- 
stances to form the squadrons for a fresh attack, determined 
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me to withdraw them. The guns which had fidloi Into our 
hands could not be brought away from the want of bullocks. 
In this charge Colonel Vandeleur fell, mortally wounded ; in 
him the sendee has lost a most valuable officer. 

The attacks of the other brigades were conducted with the 
same spirit, but after taking several of the enemy’s guns, be^ 
ing still fired upon without being able to discover the enemy, 
they retired in good order, retaining possession of a part of 
the artillery* In the performance of this service, the third 
brigade, consistiiig of his Majesty’s ^th regiment, and the 
4fth regiment of native cavalry, under the command of that 
meritorious officer. Colonel Macau, met my entire approbation. 

The infantry having marched at three a. m. arrived upon 
the banks of the rivulet about eleven o’clock. After so long 
a march it was absolutely necessary to allow some time for the 
men to refresh themselves, during which time the enamy sent 
m to say that if certain terms were allowed them, were 
willing to surrender their guns. Anxious to prevent the fur- 
ther efiusion of blood, I directed a letter to be written, acqui- 
escing in their proposals, and allowing them an hour to de- 
cide ; in the mean time the several columns for the attack 
were formed. The infantry formed in two columns upon the 
left; the first, composed of the right wing under the com- 
mand of Major-General Ware, was destined to gain the ene- 
my’s right flank, which he had thrown back since the morn- 
ing, leaving a considerable space between it and the rivulet, 
and to assault the village of Lasswary ; the second, composed 
of the left wing, under Major-General St. John," was to sup- 
port the first column. The third brigade of cavalry under 
Colonel Macan was to support the infantry ; the second bri- 
gade under Lieut.-Colonel Yandeleur was detached to the 
right, to be ready* to take advantage of any confusion in the 
enemy’s Hue, and to attack him upon his retreat ; the brigade 
under Colonel Gordon composed the reserve, and was formed 
between tht second and third brigades,u As many of the field 
pieces as could be brought up, with the gallopers attached to 
the cavalry, formed four different batteries. 

At the expiration of the time which I had allowed the 
enemy to decide, I ordered the infantry to advance : as soon 
as they became exposed to the enemy’s guns, the four batte- 
ries commenced their fire, and continued to advance, though 
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opposed by a great superiority^ both in number and weight of 
metaL 

When the 76th regiment, which headed the attack, had 
arrived at the pomt from which 1 intended to make the charge, 
they were so much exposed to the enemy’s fire, and losing 
men so fast, that I judged it preferable to proceed to the 
attack with that regiment, and as many of the native infantry 
as had closed to the front, to losing time in wmting until 
the remainder of the column should be able to form, the 
march of which had been retarded by impediments in the 
advance* 

As soon as this handful of heroes were arrived within reach 
of the enemy’s canister shot, a most tremendous fire was 
opened upon them. The loss they sustained was very severe, 
and sufficient alone to prevent a regular advance; at this 
moment the enemy’s cavalry attempted to charge, but were 
repulsed by the fire of this gallant body; they, however, 
rallied at a short distance, and assumed so menacing a pos-- 
ture, that I thought it advisable to order them to be attacked 
by the cavalry ; this service fell to the share of his Majesty’s 
29th regiment, commanded by Captain Wade, (Major Griffith 
having at that instant been unfortunately killed by a cannon 
shot,) and was performed with the greatest gallantry, and in 
a manner which entitles Captain Wade, and every officer and 
soldier in the regiment to my wannest acknowledgements. 
The remainder of the first column of infantry arrived just in 
time to join in the attack of the enemy’s reserve, which was 
formed in the rear of his line, with its left upon the village of 
Lasswary, and its right thrown back. 

About this time Major-General Ware fell dead, his head 
being carried off by a cannon shot. He was a gallant officer, 
and one whose loss 1 deeply lament. On his death the comr 
mand of this column devolved upon Colonel Macdonald, who*, 
though wounded, continued to acquit himself in this import- 
ant command very much to my satisfaction. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and 
it was not until he had lost his guns that he abandoned his 
post. Even then his left wing did not fly, but attempted to 
retreat in good order; in this, however, they were frustrated 
by his Majesty’s 27th regiment, and the 6th regiment of 
native cavalry, und^r the command of l 4 ieut.-Colonel Vande- 
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leur, who bfok^ in upon the ccimm, €ut ‘Aeyera)f>>to .|i0Q|es^ 
and drove the rest in prisoners^ with the whole of. thn 
baggage. 

Severe as the loss has been which we have sustained in the 
achievement of this complete victory, that of • the enemy hai 
been far greater. With the exception of upwards of $2,000^ 
who hav?^ been taken prisoners, (of which number I have only 
detained the principal officers, amounting to forty-reight), I 
have reason to believe that very few escaped the general 
slaughter. 

It would be a violation of my feelings were I to close my 
despatch without bearing testimony to the gallant conduct of 
Major Madeod, and Captain Robertson, of his Majesty’s 76th 
r^ment, and of every officer and soldier of that inestimable 
corps, in the attack of the village of Lasswary, Major Gre- 
gory, too, at the head of ihe second battalion of tbe ISth 
regiment of native infantry, in tbe same service, displayed a 
conduct highly meritorious. 

In the list of those officers who particulariy ^J^boguiAedT 
themselves, I cannot omit the names of Lieut. Wallace, of his 
Majesty’s 27th regiment, who was entrusted with the rom- 
mand of a battery of gallopers, nor that of Lieut. Dixon, of 
the 6th regiment of native cavalry, who was employed in the 
same service. 

The whole of my staff upon this, as upon every former oc- 
casion, are entitled to a large share of praise, and to my warm- 
est gratitude. The zeal which they displayed upon this 
memorable day is too plainly proved by the enclosed returns 
of the killed and wounded.* I have sustained a great loss by 
the death of Major William Campbell, the deputy quarter- 
master-general, and by that of my aid-de-camp, Lieut. Duval, 
of his Majesty’s 19th Light Dragoons, who was a young man 
of great promise. 

Herewith I have the honour to enclose returns of the 
ordnance and colours which were captured upon this occasion. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful, 
and humble servant, 

G, Lake. 


* See Appendix. 
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P. S. In the hurry which I wrote my despatch of yester- 
day’s date, I fear I did not explain to your Lordship, that the 
enemy’s corps which we have defeated, comprised the whole 
of the fifteen regular battalions which had been sent from the 
Deccan under the command of Monsieur Duderneg, and two 
battalions of the same description which had escaped from 
Delhi. I therefore have the satisfaction of congratulating 
your Excellency upon the annihilation of the whole of the 
regular force in Scindiah’s service, commanded by French 
officers. G. L. 


No. CXXXI. 

Lteut*General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Camp, Lasswary, Nov. 2d, 1803, 

I sent you last night an account of our having at length 
completed the defeat of all the force belonging to Perron or 
Scindiah on this side India, which has been effected by great 
fktigue, difficjilty, and severe loss, however it is an object of 
such importance to destroy these battalions effectually, that 
I felt it incumbent upon me to use every exertion in my power, 
and which I never could have done had it been delayed one 
hour longer, they would have escaped entirely, and from 
what I learn they were upon their way to join Taunteeah,* at 
any rate we never could have caught them. These battalions 
are most uncommonly well appointed, have a most numerous 
artillery, as well served as they can possibly be, the gunpers 
standing to their guns until killed by the bayonet, all the 
sepoys of the enemy behaved exceedingly well, and if they 
had been commanded by French officers, the event would 
have been, I fear, extremely doubtful. I never was in so 
severe a business in my life or any thing like it, and pray to 
God I never may be in such a situation again ; their army is 
better appointed than ours, no expense is spared whatever, 
they have three times the number of men to a gun we have^ 
their bullocks, of which they have many more than we have, 
are of a very superior sort, all their 'men’s knapssxsks and 


* One of Scindiah’s Chiefs. 
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baggage are carried upon camels, by which means they can 
inarch double the distance ; we have taken all their bazar, 
baggage, and every thing belonging to them, an amazing 
number of them were killed, indeed the victory has been de- 
cisive. The action of yesterday has convinced me how im- 
possible it is to do any thing without British troops, and of 
them there ought to be a very great proportion. The re- 
turns of yesterday will, I fear, prove the necessity of what I 
say too fiilly. 1 could not write to you my dear Lord, the 
various occurrences of the week, the wound of my dear son, 
rendered me totally unfit for any thing, but I thank God, his 
wound is less severe than I at first believed, when I first saw 
litni upon receiving it it almost unmanned me, but the alarm- 
ing crisis when it happened obliged me to quit him, and look 
to the troops, who at that time wanted every assistance I 
could give them i we fortunately succeeded in carrying our 
point, by which means 1 think we shall have destroyed all 
the force that can now oppose us. I think, without excep- 
tion, yesterday was the most anxious day I ever experienced, 
for had we been beaten by these brigades, the consequences 
attending such a defeat must have been most fataL These 
fellows fought like devils, or rather heroes, and had we not 
made a disposition for attack in a style that we should have 
done against the most formidable army we could have been 
opposed to, I verily believe, from the position they had taken, 
we might have failed. As it is, 1 feel happy in having ac- 
complished all your wishes, except Gwalior, which 1 trust we 
shall get possession of by treaty with Ambajee, the fall of 
these brigades will bring him to terms immediately, and will 
have an effect upon all the different Eajahs who have been 
looking very much to the proceedings of them, ami 1 suspect 
many were encouraging them to stand out for some time, and 
gave them hopes of assistance if they did not absolutely give 
it them. 

I feel great satisfaction that my son is going on well, has 
no fever, and no doubt of his having the use of his knee* I 
fear it will be impossible for me to send this evening a de<^ 
tailed account; of the action, but hope to be able to send it off 
to-morrow very early. 

1 do not think it will be possible for me to move from hence 
before the fifth on account of my wounded men, and other 
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circumstances ; I shall then turn towards Gwalior, in order to 
arrange matters with Ambajee. I will let you know more of 
my motions instantly, and remain, 

ever, my dear Lord, 
with unfeigned and sincere attachment, 

your devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 

I hope you will come to this part of the world, as I long to 
shew it you. 


No. CXXXIL 

The Hon. Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley. 

My Lord, Camp at Cheese-kair, Nov. 2, 1803. 

After I had sent off my despatch to your Excellency of the 
24th of October, I received authentic accounts, that the Rajah 
of Berar had passed through the hills which form the boun- 
dary of Candeish, and had moved towards the river Godavery. 
I therefore ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut on the 25th, and 
continued my march to the southward on the 26th, and passed 
Aurungabad on the 29th. 

2. The Rajah had advanced gradually to the eastward, 
and was at Lakeegaun, about twenty miles north from Puttun, 
when I arrived at Aurungabad, and between that night and 
the night of the 81st, during the whole of which time I was 
in his neighbourhood, he moved his camp five times, 

8. On the 31st, he detached a body consisting of 5,000 
horse, to endeavour to intercept a convoy consisting of 14,000 
bullocks, which was going forward to join the troops on th|^ 
frontier. This convoy was protected by three companies of 
the 2d, of the 3d Madras native infantry, with two 3-pounders 
under Captain Baynes \ which detachment, with 400 Mysore 
horse, has for some time been employed in convoying grain 
from the (Kstricts south of the Godavery to my camp, and by 
a company from the subsidiary force, and two companies from 
the corps serving at Hyderabad, under the command of 
Captain Seton. 

4. They had marched from the Godavery on the morning 
of the 31 St, and reached Umber, where they were attacked, 
and they succeeded in beating off the enemy, and in securing 
the convoy, which arrived in safety in my camp yesterday, 
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notwithstanding the great superiority of numbers by which 
they were attacked. 

5. I have the honour to enclose copies of the reports of 
this action which I have received from Captain Baynes ; upon 
which I have to observe, that it affords another instance of 
what can be done, by disciplined infantry, determined to do 
their duty, against very superior numbers of cavalry. 

6. I beg leave also to take this opportunity to draw your 
Lordship’s notice to the Mysore cavalry under Bishnapab 
Punditk This corps, which consists of 2,000 men, have per- 
formed aU the hght troops duties of this division of the army, 
since I was detached from the Toombudra in the month of 
March last. They have performed the duties with the ut- 
most cheerfulness, and a zeal which I have never before wit- 
nessed in troops of this description. They have frequently 
been engaged with the enemy’s light troops, have always con- 
ducted themselves well, and have lost many men and horses. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Excellency’s most obedient and fiuthful 

humble i^vant, 
Arthur Wellesley. 

[Enclosures.] 

To Captmt^ Barclay^ Deputy A^utanuGeneral, 

SiK, Umber, Oct. 31 St, 1803. 

I beg you will report to tbe honourable Major-General Wellesley, that 
I was attacked this day about two o'clock r. m. by about four or five 
thousand horse. They came on at first as if determined to charge, but, 
receiving a few shot from our guns, they retired, and though they fre- 
quently came near us, as if to charge, and some of them within musket 
shot, they were always driven back. Our loss is one European wounded, 
two Sepoys wounded, and Some Mysoreans killed and wounded, besides 
a few (perhaps three) horses killed. The loss of the enemy is much 
greater, particularly in horses. I beg you to say to the General, that I 
shall take post till 1 receive his instructions. I write this by moonlight, 
which will, I hope, apologize for haste. We were under arms tilt* about 
sunset I at which time they were out of sight. 

Thomas Baynes, 

Captain commanding a detachment. 

To Captain Barclay^ Deputy Adjutant^General^ fyc. 

Sir,— I last night had the honour to inform you, that I had repulsed 
a body of Bhounselah's^ horse, and have now (for the information of the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley) to make you more fully informed 
of the circumstances. 


♦ Rajah of Berar's. 
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I arrived with my convoy about twelve o’clock, and encamped near the 
town, with my right flank to it, and my rear protected by a hill. At two 
o’clock p.M. the attack began (without more than ten jninutes warning of 
their approach) by throwing great numbers of rockets and advancing 
upon our left ; this obliged me to change my front by wheeling to the 
left i at the same time some of them were within musket shot. I then 
opened my guns, which stopped their approach; they at this time moved 
round, as if to gain the rear, where the Brinjarees were. This movement 
obliged me to detach a party to cover them, and having previously posted 
a company on the hill in my rear, my line became very small : to prevent 
their knowing my exact strength, I drew up the Mysore horse in outline. 
They came on repeatedly as if to charge, but were always stopped by our 
guns. They continued to rocket us till dark, when they retired 1 am 
sorry to add that one hundred of the Gram bullocks were carried off, and 
some Bnnjaree bullocks (perhaps one hundred) while at grass. 

Thomas Baynes, 

Captain commanding a detachment. 


No. CXXXIIL 

Lieut^General Lake to the Marqueet Welleeley* 

(Private.) 

My Lord, Camp, Laswmy, Nov. 3d, 1803. 

My official despatch of the action upon .the 1st accompa- 
nies this, by which you will perceive our loss has been consi- 
derable, very particularly so in Europeans, and I can only 
repeat, unless they will keep feeding us from England, the 
service here cannot be carried on. I have been nursing the 
76th legiment ever since the battle of Delhi till now, when 
they have unfortunately suffered most severely ; the rdinains 
of them I shall take the greatest care of, for what I should 
do without them, God only knows. 

I really do believe there never was so complete a victory, 
as every thing belonging to these battalions is in our pos- 
session, and there does not appear to remain a vestige of a 
battalion formed by the French faction on thb side India* 
The slaughter has been extremely great ; I believe very few 
have escaped, if we may judge by the ntunber of bodies lying 
within some distance of our camp. I shall as soon as I can 
move my wounded men, begin my march towards that doubt- 
ful character, Ambajee, but I shall in the first instance pro- 
ceed but slowly, as I wish to impress the Bajah of Jeypore 
VOL. in. 2 G 
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with an idea, that, if he jdoes not come to terms shortly, 
J may pay him a visit. All 1 mean by this is to alarm him 
into some decisive measure y he seems at present to be play- 
ing a very suspicious game* 

1 have this moment been informed that these troops were 
upon their march to join Taunteah, who had invited them, 
with a promise of subsisting them. If they had ever got 
there, I apprehend Delhi would have been their object ; for- 
tunately they are better disposed of. I trust this affair will 
meet with your approbation. The seventeen battalions were 
nearly complete, and they had Mahratta horse under one of 
thmr chieftains, which is said to have amounted to five thou- 
sand, whether more or not I dont know. They certainly ap- 
peared in numbers, but they are a most despicable foe. I 
am happy to say that my son is doing well, had a good night's 
rest, free from fever, and as little pain as could be expected ; 
it win, of course, if all goes right, be some time before he re- 
covers the use and strength of his limb. The sensation I felt 
upon seeing the accident is not to be described, as you, my 
dear Lord, may easily imagine. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
with the most affectionate regard and esteem, 

faithfully yours, 

O’* Lake* 


No. CXXXIV. 

Hm, Ma^itr^eneral Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley, 

Camp, Nov. 6th, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received Nov. 30th, 1803.j 

1 now proceed to give your Excellency a derailed account 
of Colonel Stevenson’s operations against Asseer-Ghur. 

On the 16th October, he*^ advanced to Asseer-Ghur, and 
encamped three miles south of the fort. The remains of the 
enem/s infantry had fled towards the Nerbuddah on the 
preceding day, in the state in which I reported them to be, 
in my letter of the* 24th October ; and Colonel Stevenson 

therefore determined to attack Asseer-Ghur. 

'* . 

On the 18th, he reconnoitred the fort, attended by a squa- 


Not received 



1803. 


THE MARQXJEijS WELLESLEY. 


451 


dron of cavalry, and the native picquets of the infantry; and 
having seen a favourable opportunity, attacked the Pettah 
and carried it, and made a lodgement within one hundred 
and fifty yards of the lower wall of the fort. In the evening 
he reinforced the troops in the Pettah by a battalion. 

On the 19th, all the preparations were made for carrying 
on the siege ; and two batteries were ready to open at two 
o’clock in the afternoon of the 20th ; one to breach the upper 
wall, and another, of four brass twelve-pounders, to destroy 
the defences of the lower wall. 

On the 18th, Colonel Stevenson had sent a flag of truce to 
the Killedar* to summon him to surrender the fort, to which 
message he did not receive a decided answer. The commu- 
nication was continued ; but Colonel Stevenson did not relax 
his operations against the fort, as there was reason to believe 
that the negotiation was carried on, only to give' time to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to come to its relief. Before opening 
his batteries. Colonel Stevenson apprized the Killedar of the 
terms on which he should surrender the fort; which were, 
that the garrison should march out with their private pro*- 
perty, and be allowed to go where they might think proper, 
and that their arrears should be paid to the amount of twenty 
thousand rupees. 

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a white flag 
was shewn from the walls of the fort, which was the signal 
which had been agreed upon, in case the terms should be 
accepted; hostages were sent down, and an engagement 
made that the fort should be delivered up on the following 
morning. It was accordingly evacuated; the garrison car- 
ried off their property in security, and received the sum 
agreed to be paid to thems 

Colonel Stevenson mentions in high terms the conduct of 
the officers and troops under bis command; and I cannot 
omit to take this* opportunity of expressing to your Excel- 
lency my sense of the merits of Colonel Stevenson, and of 
the body of troops under his command. Upon every occa- 
sion I have received from the Colonel the most cordial and 
zealous assistance ; and the troops under his command are 
in the highest state of discipline and order, and fit for any 
service in which they can be employed. 


* Commandant of tbe fort. 
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On the nine officers^ four serjeants^ and one matross^ 

formerly in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah^ delivered 
themselves up to Colonel Stevenson, under your Excellency’s 
proclamation of the 29th August 

I have the honour to enclose a list of their names, and a 
copy of the order issued by Colonel Stevenson to provide for 
their subsistence. Lieutenant Stuart also delivered himself 
up at Foonah in the end of the last month. I have called for 
accounts of the regulated pay and allowances which those 
persons received in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
which I shall hereafter have the honour of transmitting to 
your Excellency. 

I have the honour to enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded of the troops under the command of Colonel Ste- 
venson, during the operations against Asseer-Ghur.* Here- 
after I shall have the honour of transmitting returns of the 
ordnance, stores, grain, and other property, captured in that 
fort. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

with the greatest respect, 
yonr Excellency’s most obedient, 

and faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Wellesley. 


No. CXXXV. 

The Marquess Wellesley to his Royal Highness ihe Prince of Wales. 

Sir, Fort William, Nov. 9tli, 1803. 

Having understood from Lieut.-CoIonel M onson that it waa 
your Royal Highness’s pleasure that I should occasionally 
submit to you such intelligence respecting the affairs of India 
as might appear to merit your Royal Kighness’^s notice, I 
have the honour to transmit to Mr. Tyrrwhitt by this des- 
patch a series of gazettes, comprehending the official reports 
of our late rapid and splendid success in India against the 
confederate forces of Scindiah abd the Rajah of Berar, with 
their French artillery and French officers. 

By MfltjorNicolson, who proceeds to England in the cotirse 
of a few days, I propose to have the honour of soliciting, your 


• See Appendix. 
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Royal Highness’s attention to a more particular and detailed 
statement of this glorious triumph of the British arms. 

In this first communication, however, I am anxious to offer 
my congratulations to your Royal Highness upon the brilliant 
and highly useful services of General Lake. His masterly 
operations, his unexampled alacrity, and honourable zeal, the 
judgment, skill, and promptitude of decision, which he has 
manifested in every crisis of difficulty or danger, combined 
with his irresistible spirit of enterprise and courage, entitle 
him to the gratitude and admiration of every loyal British 
subject, and of every heart and mind which can feel for the 
honour, or can understand the interests of the British em- 
pire. 

Your Royal Highness’s gracious disposition towards my 
family will induce you to receive with pleasure the official re- 
port of the memorable and decisive victory gained by the 
forces under the command of Major-General Wellesley, on 
the 23rd of September, and I am persuaded that in addition 
to public sentiments, your particular favour will incline your 
Royal Highness to read with satisfaction the accounts of the 
noble and gallant spirit, and distinguished ability, with which 
my brother has seconded the victories of his illustrious com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Intending to have the honour of addressing your Royal 
Highness by Major Nicolson, I shall now request you to ac- 
cept the sincere assurance of the sentiments of gratitude and 
attachment, with which I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Royal Highness’s most dutiful, 
and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


No. CXXXVL 

LieuU-General huke to the Marquess W ^llesley* 

(Private and most Secret.) 

Camp at Pahisser, Nov. 14th, 1803. 

12 coss (about 24 miles) from Futtehghm-sicri, 
My Lord, nearly due west. 

I have to acknowledge your kind and affectionate letter 
respecting the fall of Agra, which is so replete with such 
warm and flattering expressions, that it is absolutely impos- 
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sible for me to convey my sentiments in such language as 
could in any way prove the sensations I feel, or the effects 
they have had upon a heart most truly grateful for the liberal 
conduct and unbounded confidence and friendship with which 
you have so nobly treated me, and which never can be for- 
gotten as long as I have life. 

I everyday experience more fully the advantages gained by 
the victory on the 1st, the consequences attending it are be- 
yond all calculation ; it has quieted the country, it has brought 
the Rajah of Jeypore and all his wicked and traitorous ad- 
visers to reason, they are now upon their march to my camp. 
In short, the whole of these people will now come in, as they 
find they have neither hopes of a rallying point, or fear from 
their neighbours. It certainly was a severe business, and from 
circumstances unforeseen and unexpected, more than it might 
have been expected ; however, thank God, our success was 
complete in securing every article that belonged to these bat- 
talions. We had but six very weak battalions of sepoys, and 
five companies of sepoys, besides the 76th regiment, which 
was very weak. Our cavalry was superior in numbers to 
theirs I rather believe, in every other particular of course 
much so in the extreme. A very small part of my infantry 
was, from accident, only engaged, as you will perceive by the 
official letter upon that affair, which caused the business to 
fall heavier upon the 76th, who behaved most gloriously. If 
I thought the war was to continue, I should be tempted to 
ask for the remainder of the European regiment, or some of 
the 22nd, but as I have no doubt that Scindiah means to 
make peace, from having lost all his resources, I trust we 
shall have nothing mere to do in this part of the world, I 
propose forming all the dismounted dragoons into a little bat- 
talion, particularly those of the 8th, who have had but little 
practice in the riding way, added to which, very many of the 
horses they had from the Vizier are rendered unserviceable, 
either from age, or from having been for many years unac- 
customed to work. 

I mention my intention respecting this regiment in confi- 
dence to your Lordship, but would not wish any thing to be 
said upon the subject, as it might only cause ill-natured re- 
marks, and which I am very anxious should be avoided. 

You do me but justice in supposing that I participate most 
sincerely with you, my dear Lord, in the glorious victory ob- 
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tained over Scindiah, and do most heartily hope he (Major- 
General Wellesley) may reap every benefit and honour from 
it he so richly deserves, and which must be so truly satis- 
factory and gratifying to your feelings. 

It is with extreme pleasure I inform you that my son is do- 
ing better than could possibly have been imagined ; he has no 
fever, sleeps well, is free from pain, and in most excellent 
spirits, and I have no doubt will do perfectly well. 

I trust and hope matters are drawing to a conclusion, and 
that you feel most happy in having accomplished all your 
plans in a most satisfactory manner to yourself, and to the 
world at large, and that you may reap the esteem and ap- 
plause of your king and country for having added such valu- 
able acquisitions to the British Government, and by your 
counsels and wisdom having rescued Hindostan from the 
power of France, and by that means saved our great and 
flourishing possessions in India from the claws of that rapaci- 
ous tyrant, the First Consul, into which, if you had not adop- 
ted and pursued the most wise and vigorous measures, they 
must very shortly hav^ fallen. Believe me, I have the most 
heartfelt satisfaction in having in any degree contributed in 
the glory you have gained, and have only to pray that you 
may live long to enjoy all the honours and dignities you are 
so justly entitled to, and that you will ever consider me. 

My dear Lord, 

as your affectionate and faithful servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. CXXXVIL 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Hobart, 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Fort WlIKam, Nov. 15th, 1803. 

1. In my despatch No. 1^, of the 20th June, I had the 
honour to apprize your Lordship of the measures which I 
deemed it expedient to adopt for the protection of the Por- 
tuguese settlements in India and China. 

2. I have now the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, 
that a British garrison has occupied the important fortress of 
Goa, with the entire concurrence of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment of that settlement. 
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3 * In conformity to my instructions to the Right Honoura- 
ble Lord Clive, and to his Excellency Lieut.-General Stuart, 
of which copies were enclosed in my despatch of the 20th of 
June, Lord Clive and General Stuart adopted immediate mea- 
sures for assembling a force in the vicinity of Goa, to be 
prepared to act as circumstances might require, 

4. In the interval of time whigh elapsed while this force was 
preparing, SirWilliam Clarke endeavoured by arguments found- 
ed on my instructions of the 18th of May, to induce the viceroy 
to consent to the admission of a British garrison into Goa. 

5. The Viceroy having at length consented to that measure. 
Sir W. Clarke ordered the British detachment which had 
been assembled for that purpose to advance to Goa, at which 
place it arrived on the 8d September. 

6. The British force which at present occupies Goa, in 
the judgment of Sir W. Clarke, is insuflpicient for the complete 
defence of that place. It is not in my power in the present 
crisis of affairs in India, to apply a larger force to the defence 
of Goa, but it is my intention to reinforce the British garrison 
of that place as soon as troops can be spared from other quar- 
ters, where their services are more immediately necessary. 

7. In the meanwhile, no prospect appears of an early 
attempt against Goa by the French powers, and as the atten- 
tion of Vice Admiral Rainier has been particularly directed 
to the defence of Goa, and a considerable part of the 
squadron under his Excellency’s command, is now stationed 
off the Coast of Malabar, I entertain no apprehension for 
the safety of Goa. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. CXXXVIII. 

The Marquese Wellesley to Lieut, •‘General Lake. 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Barrackpore, Nov, IStk, 1803. 

My last private letter was written under the supposition 
that the fall of Agra had terminated your difficulties and 
dangers, and finally crowned your honours in this campaign ; 
but your despatch containing the recital of the glorious and 
most decisive victory of the 1st of November, afforded a new 
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cause of my admiration and gratitude^ and has opened a fresh 
source of honour for you and your army. I certainly ex- 
pected that the force collected near Agra would give you 
some trouble ; but I was not prepared for an action so splen- 
did, nor for so formidable an opposition. Your judgment in 
pursuing this force meets my cordial approbation. Your 
apprehensions for the safety ,of Delhi were most wise and 
just; but even if Delhi had been safe, it would have been 
necessary to destroy this force, before you proceeded further 
to the southward.. The action is one of the most brilliant of 
which I have ever read the relation. Your personal exer- 
tions in it surpass all praise, all example, and all honour and 
glory acquired by any Commander of an army, whose actions 
have reached my knowledge. Your safety in the midst of 
such perils reminds me of Lord Duncan’s private account of 
the battle of Camperdown, in which describing his own 
situation in the midst of the general slaughter he said, God 
covered my head in the day of batileJ* The dreadful and 
distracting event of your heroic son’s wound in your presence 
in the heat of action, and in the most urgent and critical 
moment of your own public duty, was such a trial as heaven 
has seldom given to human fortitude. The mere emotion of 
natural ajSection would have rendered this trial almost insup- 
portable to any parent ; but in addition to the ties of blood, 
your son possesses your confidence and respect ; in his danger 
you must have felt at once that* you were exposed to the loss 
of your dearest relation, of your best officer, of the true image 
of your own courage and military spirit, of him who had been 
your firmest support in all your recent difficulties and dangers, 
and in whom you must have contemplated the surest pledge 
of transmitting to later times a just memorial of your own 
fame, ^ No scene equal to this trial ever was presented to my 
imagination, nor do I believe it is to be paralleled in all history. 
With such parental affection as I know you to possess, and 
with such just sentiments as you entertain of youir son’s merits 
and high promise, I declare to you solemnly, that your resolu- 
tion under such a blow, your instant return to the attack of the 
enemy, and the alacrity and ardour with which you prosecuted 
the glorious victory of that day, constituted such a variety of 
extraordinary and affecting circumstances, that I could not 
command strength of mind to read your letter in public. 
May you never again be subjected to so excruciating a pang ; 
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and may the same Providence, (that has suffered your gallant 
son to be wounded on the field of battle before the eyes of 
his father, and has rescued him from death, and even from 
injury, to enhance the joys of his father’s triumphs) preserve 
him, to emulate his father’s example and to secure a succes- 
sion of hereditary glory to his family, and of victory and fame 
to his country. 

It is impossible not to suffer severe grief in reading the sad 
list of the killed and wounded on the 1st of November, The 
names of Vandeleur and of poor Grifiith affected me most in 
the list of killed, the former on account of his high profes- 
sional character, and the latter on account of my long ac- 
quaintance with him. The loss however is not great when 
compared with the force and artillery opposed to us, and it 
appears to be of still inferior magnitude, when compared with 
the brilliancy of the action, and with its solid and substantial 
benefit to the common cause. The impression nuide by the 
glory of that day, and above all, my dear Sir, I must say, by 
your conduct in it, surpasses all imagination, 

I am now employed in despatching Colonel Nicholson, who 
I hope will be liberated in three or four days ; I am highly 
pleased with him, he takes charge of my despatches, of wMch 
I will send copies to you immediately, 

I write to you by Major-General Fraser, most sincerely 
congratulating you on this last unexpected and unrivalled 
success, and hoping that your danger is at an end. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
with the greatest attachment and respect, 
your faithful, most obliged and 
affectionate servant, 

Wellesley. 

I grieve for the loss of my poor friend Old Port.^ I have 
lately received some fine horses from Arabia ; one, if not two 
of which I hope will be serviceable to you, I shall immediately 
endeavour to send one to you. W. 

I shall not publish my general orders respecting Agra and 
the last victory until Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholson is des- 
patched. 


The name of the General's favourite charger, which was killed under 
him at the battle of Lasswary ; he was given to the Commander-in-Chief 
by the Goveinor-General. 
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Tfie Marquess Wellesley to Lieut --General Lake — (Extract.) 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Barrackpore, Nov 18 th, 1803 . 

In consequence of the state of your Excellency’s forces, I 
have ordered the whole of the Company’s European regiment 
immediately to Allahabad to wait your orders. The pros- 
pect of affairs in Cuttack is so favourable, that I expect to be 
able to return the two companies of the 22d now employed 
there to the regiment at Fort William, under this expectation 
I have ordered two flank companies of the £^d to Mirzapore, 
there to wait your orders in General Deare’s camp. I am 
now employed in using every effort to relieve the 22d at Fort 
William by a regiment from the other side of India. If I can 
succeed in this arrangement, I will send the whole 22d regi- 
ment to join your army. In the meanwhile we must manage 
as well as our limited means will permit. 

If the war should continue and that no force should appear 
near the Doab, or the right bank of the Jumna, I think it 
might be advisable to make an irruption into Berar and to 
seize Nagpore ; or (if the Rajah of Berar should make a 
separate peace, and Scindiah be infatuated enough to prose- 
cute the war) to seize Ougein and Scindiah’s territories in 
Malwa. In such an event I would not wish you to leave the 
limits of Delhi, Agra, Gwalior, and the passes from the 
Deccan, unless you should choose to visit Bundelcund where 
a good ofiicer is wanted, and where we shall require vigilance 
and early exertion. You will probably detach a force towards 
Nagpore or Malwa, as the case might happen, and you would 
remain to protect the grand acquisitions where nothing but 
your presence can give us security or tranquillity. In the 
event of forming a detachment of any considerable force, I 
recommend General Fraser to your consideration, I confi- 
dently hope that you might trust him safely ; in addition to 
his other good qualities, I believe him to be really steady and 
honourable, without any alloy of rapacity or avarice. If you 
detach towards Bundelcund, he will also answer very well. 
Bundelcund, Calpy and that vicinity, are now highly impor- 
tant provided you are safe from Delhi to Agra. 

The principle of all my plans of war is exactly the same 
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with that which appears to be your leading principle in 
action. To commence the attack and to compel the enemy 
to a defensive system. In this view it must be determined 
whether it would be more prudent to prosecute the war by 
advancing towards Nagpore or Ougein from Gwalior, or to 
stand fast in Hindostan and to leave the prosecution of the 
war to the southward to the army under General Wellesley. 
I think that we ought not to advance towards the southward 
beyond Gwalior and the passes, until Bundelcund, Boggle- 
cund and Calpy, shall be perfectly secured. After those 
points shall have been determined, the general state of the 
conquests in Hindostan muat regulate your plans. If all be 
safe from Gwalior to Mirzapore, and from Agra to Delhi, and 
from Delhi torBenares, by Rampoor, Lucknow and Allaha- 
bad, a forward movement to the southward would relieve 
General Wellesley and finish the war; but such a movement 
is not to be hazarded without full consideration. On the 
other hand the enemy must not be permitted to hope that we 
cannot advance from the northward. If Holfcar should mix in 
the war, you must look to the destruction of his force as a 
primary object; and it may perhaps be most advisable to 
draw him to the northward at a distance from his resources 
which are very much limited. I believe his present objects 
to be neutrality with regaid to the main contest, and plunder 
of eveiy neutral power, together with pilfer of the belligerent 
powers. He will rush into the war if he perceives or if he 
imagines that he perceives any attainable object of avarice 
or ambition. I expect to hear that he has moved towards 
the Rajpoots, for the purpose of levying his usual annual 
exaction, together with what was usually exacted by Scindiah 
and M. Person ; in that effort I think it would not be an 
object to us to check him, unless the Rajpoots should cor- 
dially enter under our protection. 

It is now extremely desirable that General Wellesley should 
be apprized of your plans as soon as possible. He is in pos- 
session of the cypher, and you will try to communicate with 
him in cypher through Hindostan, sending copies to me for 
transmission through Cuttack. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

with the greatest attachment and respect, 
yours most sincerely and affectionately, 
Wellesley. 
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No. CXL. 

The Marquess Wellesley to T^rd fFtUiam Bentinck, 

My Lord, Barrackpore, Nov. 19th, 1803. 

I am extremely apprehensive that your Lordship may sup- 
pose that my answer to your very flattering and acceptable 
letter of the 9th of September, transmitted by Lieut.-Colonel 
Hoghton, has been delayed beyond the bounds of proper 
respect and attention to your kindness. This delay, however, 
has been occasioned by my desire to write to your Lordship 
the most ample details on every topic connected with the sub- 
ject of your letter, and on various objects of importance which 
I am anxious to bring under your notice. In hourly expec- 
tation of being relieved in some degree from the pressure of 
the very severe duties which have demanded my entire atten- 
tion since the arrival of Lieut.-Colonel Hoghton from Fort 
St. George, I have postponed my acknowledgments of your 
Lordship’s letter, with the hope of being able to annex to my 
reply several documents which might have alforded you full 
information on the great political and military operations now 
depending in various parts of India. But the extreme ur- 
gency of those operations, added to the necessity of trans- 
mitting despatches to the Government at home, has really 
deprived me of the means of submitting to your Lordship the 
information which I am desirous of communicating to you j in 
the mean while you have been regularly, and I trust with all 
possible expedition, advised of every hnpoxtant event which 
has come to my knowledge ; and I have directed Capt. Syden- 
ham to furnish your Lordship with many details* which can- 
not enter into an offlcial despatch. 

Copies of all my most important despatches are now pre- 
paring for your Lordship, and will be forwarded to you by an 
early opportunity. Your Lordship’s indulgence will pardon 
any occasional delay or interruption of my correspondence, 
when you advert to the labour of my situation, which not only 
requires the constant attention of my mind to a most extensive 
and complicated system of civil and military afiairs in India, 
but also the regular transmission to England of a detailed 
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narrative of all my proceedings, with the principles on which 
they are founded, and the objects to which they are directed. 
Even now it is impossible for me to attempt to reply to your 
Lordship’s highly satisfactory letter in a manner adequate to 
express the pleasure which I derived from it, and the confi- 
dence with which it has inspired me respecting the success 
and honour of your Government. 

I am extremely happy to learn that I had adopted in my 
first communication with your Lordship a mode of conveying 
my sentiments which proved acceptable to you. Your Lord- 
ship may be assured that my sincere desire will always be, 
that hot only the substance, but the manner of every com- 
munication from me to you and to your Government, should 
be conformable to your wishes. 

Lieut.-Colonel Hoghton has stated to me the result of 
your Lordship’s sentiments on the several points which he 
had the honour to submit to you in my name, and he has also 
informed me of the general tenor of your Lordship’s opinions 
respecting the state of afiairs at Fort St George. 

Your Lordship’s judgment on all those subjects entirely 
corresponds with my sentiments and views, and accords with 
my opinion of the nature of the public interests, and of the 
duties of the public service entrusted to your immediate 
charge. 

Your Lordship has expressed your approbation of the sys- 
tem of policy which I have deemed it to be my duty to pur- 
sue in India, in terms which demand my most cordial grati- 
tude, and which must contribute to animate me with additi- 
onal zeal in the maintenance of the great cause in which we are 
engaged. 

Your sentiments on the subject of the Mahratta confede- 
racy have been gloriously confix'med by the splendid success 
of our arms in this memorable' campaign. 

The steadfast support and active co-operation which your 
Lordship’s truly British spirit, sound judgment, and heredi- 
tary integrity and honour lead me to expect from your Go- 
vernment, will confirm my confidence of complete and speedy 
triumph in this war, and I trust that I shall be enabled at an 
early period of time to furnish you with irresistible proofs of 
the justice, necessity, and correct policy of the war, as well as 
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of the certainty of its ultimate and honourable success, and 
of the beneficial consequences which must ensue from the 
issue of the contest. 

Your Lordship may be confident that my support of your 
administration will be firm, active, and unqualified ; and that 
I shall ever be ready to contribute every aid in my power to 
your success. 

It will be my greatest satisfaction to render a just tribute 
of merit on every occasion to your Lordship’s services, and to 
bear the most public testimony to every claim which the pro- 
gress of your exertions shall found upon the gratitude and 
applause of your country. 

I entertain a sanguine hope that the principles by which 
you propose to regulate your conduct, and the firm, but con- 
ciliatory system which you intend to establish, will dispel all 
opposition, or frustrate its projects. 

In the course of a few days I expect to be able to reply to 
all your Lordship’s recent oflScial despatches ; the arrival of 
some of your letters was much retarded by the interruption 
of the Dawk in the province of Cuttack, and by the long 
passage of the vessels from Ganjam to Calcutta. Your Lord- 
ship may wish to know that I entirely approve your conduct 
respecting the French at Pondicherry, the demolition of the 
fortifications at Cochin, and -;]^our several military arrange- 
ments stated in those despatches, and in general of all }rour 
proceedings. 

' Lieut.-Colonel Nicholson arrived a few days ago from 
General Lake’s army, and I am now employed in finishing the 
voluminous and important despatches with which that officer 
is to be charged for the Government at home. 

This circumstance will, I trust, excuse any omission or in- 
accuracy in my present communications to your Lordship. 

Your Lordship’s kindness to Captain Sydenham is highly 
satisfactory to me ; you will find him in every sense worthy 
of your confidence and esteem, and a most valuable public 
officer. I shall derive the greatest pleasure from bis appoint- 
ment to the office of Town-Major of Fort St. George. But in 
the present extreme exigency of public affairs, his able and 
active services are so useful to me, that I must solicit your 
Lordship’s permission to retain him at Fort William until I 
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can be relieved in some degree from the weight of my actual 
duties. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great respect and esteem, 

My Lord, 

your Lordship’s most faithful, 
and humble servant, 

Wellesley. 


No. CXLI. 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord HoharL 
(Secret.) 

My Lord, Fort William, Nov. 20th, 1803. 

1. My despatch of the 20th of June was written under the 
supposition of the continuance of peace between his Majesty 
and the French Republic. 

2. Various circumstances, however, having prevented- the 
transmission of that despatch* to your Lordship, until the re- 
newal of hostilities with France had actually been announced 
in India, I still deem it to be advisable to forward it to you in 
its original form, conceiving that your Lordship would be en- 
abled by that mode of communication to exercise your judg- 
ment without embarrassment on every subject connected with 
the situation of the French and Batavian republics in India at 
the restoration of peace. 

3. In concluding a treaty of peace with the French and 
Batavian republics at the close of the present war, I am confi- 
dent that your Lordship will give to my suggestions whatever 
weight may be justly due to them, and that if the result of 
peace should restore the French and Dutch to their settle- 
ments on the Continent of India, your Lordship will provide 
timely regulations to preclude the inconveniencies to which I 
have solicited your notice. 

4. It will probably appear to your Lordship to be expedi- 
ent to take an early opportunity of passing such acts of Par- 
liament as may be necessary for the purpose of preventing 
any difficulty with regard to the administration of civil and 
criminal justice to French subjects in India, in time of peace. 


* See Appendix. 
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5. All the questions (excepting that which relates to the 
administration of justice) stated for your Lordship’s con- 
sideration in my despatch of the £0th of June must be de- 
termined by his Majesty’s pleasure, and by the result of such 
arrangements as may be concluded with the French and Ba- 
tavian republics at the close of the war. 

6. The -course of events in India within the last three 
months has, however, furnished matter of serious observation 
with regard to the views of France in India, and to the means 
by which a formidable French interest may be founded among 
the native powers. Whatever may have been the construction 
adopted in England of the convention of 1787, with regard 
to the nature of the French establishments in India, the cir- 
cumstances which attended the arrival of Monsieur Binot and 
of Monsieur De Caen at P<«ndicherry, together with the gene- 
ral conduct of the French landed at Pondicherry, since the 
conclusion of the peace of Amiens, have evidently demon- 
strated that it was the intention of France to establish a mili- 
tary and political power in India. 

7. This intention will appear manifest to your Lordship, by 
referring to the annexed statement of the establishment formed 
by the French Government for the occupation of the French 
scttlemeiits on the Continent of ludia.^ This establishment 
actually departed from France in the month of March, 1803, 
the greater part of it is now at the isle of France, under the 
command of Monsieur De Caen, and the remainder has been 
embarked from Madras for France, under the command of 
M. Binot, according to the terms granted to the French, who 
landed at Pondicherry in the month of June. 

8. Your Lordship will observe that the basis of the French 
establishment as it arrived in India, was absolutely of a miJit 
tary description, and that the French Government actually 
appointed for the service of India, a military staff, constructed 
upon an extensive scale, and capable of fiirnishing officers %&r 
a Considerable army. The intentions of the French, with re- 
gard to the repair of their former fortifications, or to the con- 
struction of new works, were not declared, but the nature of 
the establishment which arrived in India leads to the necessary 
inference that it was the intention of France to avail herself 
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of every opportunity to strengthen and extend her military 
resources and power in India. 

9. The transfer of the civil and military government of the 
Carnatic to the hands of the Company, opposed great difficul- 
ties to the political intrigues of the French who arrived under 
Monsieur Binot, and these difficulties were further enhanced 
by the situation in which that division of the French troops 
was placed, under the doubtful state of the negotiations 
depending between his Majesty and the French Govern- 
ment. 

10. The vigilance of the Government of Fort St. George, 
aided by these advantages, rendered all communication be- 
tween the French at Pondicherry and the native powers of 
India, nearly impracticable, but abundant reason exists to 
justify my opinion that the French arrived in India with the 
most hostile spirit, and with an anxious solidMle to avail 
themselves of every opportunity of founding among the native 
powers a system of political intrigue, and ultimately of rival 
influence, for the purpose of impairing the British power in 
this quarter of the globe. 

11. From the information which has reached me, I enter- 
tmn no doubt that it was the intention of the French Govern- 
ment to have spread the emissaries of political .intrigue and 
military adventure throughout all the native courts and camps 
to the utmost practicable extent ; and I am convinced that all 
the questions supposed in my despatch of the 20th of June 
would have arisen immediately upon the restitution of the 
French settlements. 

12. In order to aflbrd your Lordship an opportunity of 
forming your judgment with respect to the political and mili- 
^ projects entertained by the French who arrived in India 
in consequence of the peace of Amiens, I have the honour to 
endose two papers, of which the first was obtained at Pondi- 
cherry, by Lieut.-Colonel Cullen, the officer appointed to coai- 
duct the restitutions on the coast of Coromandel. It was drawn 
up by M<»t«eor Le Febre, formerly an officer in the French 
service at Ponfficherry, who accompanied Monsieur Pe Ca e n 
to liulia, and who at the period of time.when this paper was 
obtained by Coltmel Colkn, was aid-de-camp to MonniA^ ff. JK- 
not. The memoir was presented to the First Consul of the 
French republic, and is stated by Colond Cullen to have been 
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considered at Pondicherry as a secret paper^and to have been 
obtained with difficulty.* The second paper was addressed to 
me by M. Muller, who states that he held the rank of chef- 
de-brigade in the French army. He arrived in Calcutta soon 
after the accounts of the renewal of hostilities between Great 
Britain and France reached this presidency. Having declared 
that he had it in his power to disclose important information 
to this Government respecting the designs of France, and be- 
ing desired to communicate that information in writing, he 
addressed to me the letter which I have now the honour *to 
enclose.f 

13. Although, these papers contain propositions in many 
respects absurd and chimerical, they sufficiently indicate the 
spirit of those who composed and approved them. Even the 
execution of some of these projects may not be deemed so 
visionary, after a full consideration of the state of the native 
armies, as it might appear upon the first view. 

14. The causes and events of the contest in which the Bri- 
tish Government in India is now engaged with two chieftains 
of the Mahratta empire, have furnished sufficient proof of the 
formidable power which may be raised by French adventure, 
and by an enterprizing spirit in the armies and dominions of 
the native powers. 

15. Your Lordship’s attention will certainly be directed to 
the despatches addressed during the last six months to the 
Secret Committee, and to the Court of Directors by the 
Governor-General separately, and by the Governor-General 
in council, and you will not fail to notice the rapid and dan- 
gerous growth of the military resources of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, under the direction of Monsieur Perron, or rather the 
rapid and dangerous growth of the military resources of the 
French in India, under the nominal authority of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

16. That the predatory state founded by Monsieur Perron 
on the banks of the Jumna had not yet to my knowledge been 
formally connected with the present Government of France, 
will not be deemed by your Lordship’s judgment a circum- 
stance to affect my view of the danger to be apprehenUtd 
from the formation and growth of such a power in India* 


See Appendix. 
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That power was fully prepared to aftbrd efficient and cordial 
support to the French cause in India, and to meet the pro- 
jects of France with adequate alacrity and zeaL 

17. The origin and progress of M, Perron’s civil and mili- 
tary authority are indeed to be ascribed to the disorder and 
confusion of the Mahratta empire, to the weakness and cor- 
ruption of the councils of Scindiah, and to the decline of his 
real interests and just dominion. The chiefs and command- 
ers of this French state were also mere military adventurers, 
and its resources were derived from licentious conquest and 
boundless depredation. These features of its character may 
not, however, appear of so peculiar a nature as to have ren- 
dered it altogether unworthy of adoption by the present rulers 
of France. 

18. Your Lordship will remark with reference to the po- 
litical projects of France in India, the advantage which M. 
Perron and his band of French adventurers derived from the 
abuse of the nominal authority of the unfortunate emperor 
Shah Aulum. 

19. M. Perron had obtained the exercise of sovereign au- 
thority over a territorial dominion, of which the annual reve- 
nue amounted to nearly two millions sterling, aijd he had ne- 
gotiated and concluded treaties and alliances with several of 
the inferior states in his own name. 

^0. These circumstances, combined with the observations 
submitted to your Lordship in my despatch of the 20th of 
June, will convey to you my serious apprehension of the dan- 
gers which must menace the British interests in India at the 
restoration of peace vdth the French and Batavian republics, 
unless an efficacious system of restraint can be established foir 
the purpose of limiting their political and military power in 
India. 

21, In contemplating the return of peace with France, your 
Lordship will pardon any emotion of my zeal for the pros- 
perity of interests which have been committed to my charge 
for so many years, and under such an accumulation of diffi- 
culties and dangers. You will therefore receive with indul- 
gence the expression of my ardent hope that the success of 
his Majesty’s arms in the present war may entirely exclude 
the French and Batavian republics from any possession or 
settlement upon the continent of India. 



1803 . 


LORD HOBART. 


469 


22. The exclusion of the French and Dutch power from 
the Continent of India would be attended with advantages to 
the tranquillity and happiness of our native subjects, and to 
the vigour, efficiency, and stability of our Government in this 
vast and splendid empire, which would be cheaply pur- 
chased by considerable sacrifices in other quarters of the 
globe. 

23. The importance of these flourishing possessions to the 
general prosperity of his Majesty’s dominions, is now suffici- 
ently appreciated. And the British empire in India has ac- 
quired a degree of stability which cannot be shaken by France 
in time of war, while our military establishments shall be 
maintained upon an adequate scale of efficiency and vigour ; 
the season of peace with France will be more dangerous to 
the British interests in India than that of war, if the French 
be permitted to return to the continent of India, with any 
means of extending their territorial possessions, or of found- 
ing a military or political pawer. 

24. It will be difficult, if not impracticable, to admit the 
French to return to the Continent of India without opening to 
them the sources of rival power. No restriction can be im- 
posed which can frustrate every effort of the restless spirit of 
French intrigue under the advantages of an established Go- 
vernment, and with the privileges which must be attached to 
such an establishment. No degree of vigilance in the local 
government, therefore, nor even the acknowledged ascen- 
dancy of the British influence can entirely exempt us from 
disturbance and danger, if the French Government be re- 
stored to a fixed settlement on the Continent of India. 

25. The Batavian republic, and consequently the Dutch 
interests in India are now considered to be subject to France : 
if any alteration should be accomplished in the relations be- 
tween France and Holland, the nature of that change will 
regulate the degree of danger to be apprehended from the 
return of the Dutch Government to the Continent of India. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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No. CXLII. 

LteuL'‘Gen:^ral Lake to the Marquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Camp, Pahisser, Nov. 24th, 1803. 

I have been made extremely happy that your Lordship 
approved my despatch to the Duke of York,* and feel much 
gratffied hy your allowing my aid-de-camp, Major Nicolson, 
to carry over your despatches to England, and for sending 
him in the placket. Believe me, my Lord, I cannot suffi- 
ciently express how sensible I am of your attention to me 
upon all occasions, and have only to assure you that nothing 
shall be wanting on my part to carry into effect every wish 
and pjan of yours. 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the capture of Boor 
h\unpoor^and1[ think from the report I have Just received by 
the way of Jeypoor, that the fort of Assyghur fell on the 25th 
or 26th of October into the hands of the British, at which I 
rejoice most heartily. The embassadors of Jeypoor will, 
without doubt, arrive in my camp to-morrow, and I trust the 
negotiation will turn out to your Lordship’s satisfaction. 
Ambajee^s principal man I expect in a day or two, whose 
impatience to get to me, makes me think his master is 
in earnest, and will come to the terms. If my conjecture is 
right, I shall feel much at liberty, as I can then have nothing 
to do but watch the different turns of Holkar, whose conduct 
appears so uncertain that I cannot help looking at him with 
a jealous eye. I have every reason to believe that he has 
settled the contribution of Odypore for 40 lacs of rupees, 
from which sum is to be deducted the money already tak^ 
from the Ranah’s coun try, as well as a compensation for th^ 
damage done to the several villages, ten lacs to be given im- 
mediately in ready money, the remainder to be paid by instal- 
ments. Khundeh Rbw his vakeel arrived at Jeypoor on the 
18th instant, and had an audience, in which he delivered his 
letters, enforcing at the same time the immediate necessity of 
complying with the substance of them, and entreated the 
Rajah as an Hindoo to reflect on the fatal consequences that 
must result to the religion should the British become masters. 


* See Appendix. 
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The Rajah referred him to the ministers, who, with the ex- 
ception of Sumboo Row Sing, gave him encouragement that 
his negotiation should be amicably settled. Such is my in- 
formation. Sumboo Row Sing is the only respectable man in 
the Durbar, and has great weight I understand among the 
Rajpoot chiefs, and is, I believe, much inclined to the Bri- 
tish Government. I find the ministers are seriously alarmed, 
and wish for an alliance, but these people are in general so 
dilatory, and have so little energy, and by all accounts so 
liftle sincerity, that if fear don’t operate most forcibly, which 
I think it will, the negotiation may be some time pending, 
but you may rest assured they shall not be suffered to pro- 
crastinate matters long, as I shall do every thing in my power 
to bring them to a hasty conclusion 

1 cannot reconcile the conduct of Holkar, for if he had 
intended hostile measures against the British Government, 
he might have annoyed me most seriously, and made my ap- 
proach to Agra very difficult by joining the battalions that 
had arrived under Duderneg and Louis, instead of which he 
has waited till the whSle of these are destroyed, one may say 
annihilated, and then talks of oversetting the British. I can 
scarcely believe it possible such an idea could have entered 
into his head, for by all accounts he is a shrewd, sensible 
man, witih an extraordinary firm mind, and supposed to be 
ever watchful, and ready to seize a good opportunity for car- 
rying his plans into effect ; should he therefore be the man, 
as represented, he surely cannot have any intention to attack 
ns when we have the entire possession of Hindostan, the 
strong fortress .of Agra, and very many chieftains on this side 
India entirely with us. It is altogether incomprehensible. 
I think it not improbable that his plan may be to frighten 
these timid people at Jeypoor into giving him a sum of money, 
which they might be foolish enough to do, to prevent his 
coming nearer them; however, I must endeavour to keep 
them from adopting such a measure, and shall hope to give 
you a favourable account of my conference with these peoplle 
to-morrow. 

I am kappy to say my son is going on extremely well, and 
has quitted his bed this day for a chair, and suffers no incon- 
venience but from the stifihess of the jmnt, which I trust will 
in time wear off, and ^ve him the free use of his Umb ; of 
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course that must be a work of some time, and I must be truly 
grateful to the Almighty for his miraculous escape, 

I grow most impatient for letters from England, as I think 
we may expect answers to those that were sent with your 
brother. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
with every sentiment of gratitude and esteem, 
your faithful and attached servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. CXLIIL 

The Hon- Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley, 

' Camp at Parterly, Nov. 30th, 1803. 

M.Y Lord, [Received Dec. 23d, 1803.J 

I have the honour to inform you that I attacked the armies 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar yesterday 
afternoon, on the plains of Argaum in this neighbourhood, 
with the division of the army under my immediate command, 
and the subsidiary force serving with the Soubah of the 
Deccan, under Colonel Stevenson, and completely defeated 
the enemy, having taken from them their cannon, ammunition, 
&c. &c., and destroyed vast numbers of them* 

I have reason to believe that the loss which I have sus- 
tained upon this occasion has not been great. No officer has 
been killed, and but few wounded. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient, 

« and faithful humble servant, 

Arthur Wellesley. 


No. CXUV. 

The Hon, Mtyor-General Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley, 

Camp at Parteriy, Nov. 30th, 1803. 
My Lord, [Received Dec. 26th, 1803.] 

Having found that the Rajah of Berar was moving towards 
his own territories, that the body of troops he had with him 
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was but small, and decreasing in numbers daily, and not 
likely to do much mischief to the territories of the Soabah 
of the Deccan, I descended the Ghauts by Rajoora* on the 
Sindpauna in order to support and cover Colonel Stevenson’s 
operations against Gawil-ghur in Berar. 

Colonel Stevenson had equipped his corps at Asseer-Ghur 
for the siege of that fort, and had marched to Ballapore, 
where he was joined on the ^4th by the Brinjarries, and other 
supplies which had been saved from the enemy by Captain 
Baynes’s affair at Amber ; and he marched forward on the 
26th. 

Your Excellency has been informed, that on the 23d I had 
consented to a suspension of hostilities with the troops of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in this quarter and Guzerat. The 
condition on which this agreement depended, viz. that Scin- 
diah should occupy a position twenty coss to the east of 
Elichpour had not been carried into execution; and Scindiah 
was encamped at Sersooly, about four miles from the camp of 
Munnoo Bappoo,f which was at this place. The army of 
the former consisted only of cavalry ; that of the latter was 
cavalry, a great part, if not the whole of Ragojee Bhooslah’s 
regular infantry, and a large proportion of artillery. 

In the course of the 28th, the vakeels from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah urgently pressed me not to attack these troops; 
but I informed them repeatedly, that there was no suspension 
of arms with Ragojee Bhooslah ; and none with Scindiah till 
he should comply with the terms of his agreement : and that 
I should certainly attack the enemies of the Company wher- 
ever I should find them. 

Colonel Stevenson’s division and mine both marched to 
this place yesterday ; the Colonel having with great prudence 
and propriety halted on the 28th at Hattee Andorah, to ena- 
ble me to'co-operate in the attack of the enemy. We found 
on our arrival that the armies of both chiefs had decamped ; 
and I could perceive, from a tower in Parterly, a confused 
mass, about two miles beyond Sersooly and Scindiah’s old 
camp, which I concluded to be their armies in march. 


* Bajoora is in latitude 19,8 N., and longitude 76.19 E., situated on tUe 
small river Sindpauna near its confluence with the Godavery 
t Brother to the Rajah of Berar. 
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The troops had marched a great distance on a very hot 
day, and therefore I did not think it proper to pursue them, 
but shortly after our arrival here, bodies of horse appeared 
in our front, with which the Mysore horse skirmished during 
a part of the day; and when I went out to push forward the 
picquets of the infantry, to support the Mysore cavalry, and 
to take up the ground of our encampment, I could perceive 
distinctly a long line of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, regu- 
larly drawn up on the plains of Argaum, immediately in front 
of that village, and about six miles from this place, at which 
I intended to encamp. 

Although late in the day, I immediately determined to at- 
tack this army. Accordingly 1 marched on in one column, 
the British cavalry leading, in a direction nearly parallel to 
that of the enemy’s line ; covering the rear and left by the 
Mogul and Mysore cavalry. 

The enemy’s infantry and guns were in the kft of their 
centre, with a body of cavalry on their left. Scindiah’s army, 
consisting of ope very heavy body of cavalry, was in the right, 
having upon its right a body of Pindaries and other light 
troops. Their line extended above five miles, having in their 
rear the village and extensive gardens and enclosures of 
Argaum, and in their front a plain, which however was much 
cut by water-courses, &c. &c. 

I formed the army in two lines : the infantry in the first, 
the cavalry in the second, and supporting the right ; and the 
Mogul and Mysore cavalry the left, nearly parallel to that of 
the enemy ; with the right rather advanced to press upon the 
enemy’s left. Some little time elapsed before the lines could 
be formed, owing to a part of the infantry of my division 
which led the column having got into some confusion. When 
formed, the whole advanced in the greatest order ; thte 74th 
and 78th regiments were attacked by a large body (supposed 
to be Pathdns) and all these were destroyed. Scindiah’s 
cavalry charged the 1st battalion 6th regiment, which was on 
the left of our line, and were repulsed ; and the whole line 
retired in disorder before our troops, leaving in our hands 
thirty-eight pieces of cannon and all their ammunition. 

The British cavalry then pursued them for several miles, 
and destroyed great numbers, and took many elephants and 
camels, and much baggage* The Mogul and Mysore cavalry 
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also pursued the fugitives, and did them great mischief. 
Some of the latter are still following them ; and I have sent 
out this morning all of the Mysore, Mogul, and Mahratta 
cavalry, in order to secure as many advantages from this 
victory as can he gained, and complete the enemy’s confu- 
sion. 

For the reasons stated in the commencement of this letter, 
the action did not begin till late in the day, and, unfortu- 
nately, sufficient day-light did not remain to do all that I 
could have wished ; but the cavalry continued their pursuit 
by moon-light, and all the troops were under arms till a late 
hour in the night. 

I have the honour to enclose a return of our loss in this 
action."*^ The troops conducted themselves with their usual 
bravery. The 74th and 78th regiments had a particular op- 
portunity of distinguishing themselves, and have deserved 
and received my thanks. I am also much indebted to Colonel 
Stevenson, for the advice and assistance I received from him ; 
to the honourable Lieut.-Colonel St. Leger for the manner in 
which he led on the British cavalry ; and to Lieut.-Colonels 
Wallace, Adams (who commanded Lieut.-Colonel Harness’s 
brigade, the latter being absent on account of severe indis- 
position), Haliburton, Macleane, Pogson, and Major Huddle- 
stone, who commanded brigades of cavalry and infantry ; to 
Major Campbell commanding the 94th regiment ; to Captain 
Beauman commanding the artillery with the division under 
my immediate command ; to Captain Burke commanding the 
artillery with the subsidiary force; and to the officers of 
the staff with my division, and belonging to the subsidiary 
force. 

I have also to inform your Excellency, that the Mogul 
cavalry under Snlabut Khan, and the Mysore cavalry under 
Bistnapah Pundit, distinguished themselves. The former 
took a standard from Scindiah’s troops. 

The Mahratta cavalry were not engaged, as the person 
who went to them with orders, missed his road. Amrut Rao 
was not in the action, as he had encamped some distance in 
my rear on the 28th, and he could not march the whole dis- 


♦ See Appendix. 
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tance to Parterly yesterday morning ; but he sent for orders 
as soon as he heard that 1 intended to attack the enemy, 

I propose to march to-morrow towards Gawil-ghur, and I 
shall lose no time in attacking that place, 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Excellency’s most obedient 
and faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Wellesley, 


No. CXLV, 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Bobart 
(Official and Secret.) 

My Lord, Fort William, Noxl 30th, 1803. 

1, Although the control of the Government of Ceylon is 
no longer in the hands of the Governor-General in council, 
that island having been rendered independent of the Com- 
pany's authority on the 1st of January 1802, 1 deem it to be 
my duty to submit to your Lordship a statement of my conduct 
with regard to the affairs of Ceylon. 

2. The causes of the existing war in Ceylon having been 
officially announced in a declaration published by his Excel- 
lency the Governor of Ceylon at Colombo, on the 29th of 
January 1803, which must have reached your Lordship, 
together with every information necessary to explain that 
document, it would be superfluous to enter into any consider- 
ation of the origin of hostilities with the King of Candi ; nor 
do I conceive myself to be either authorized or required in 
my official capacity to pass any judgment upon the justice 
or necessity of that war. - 

8. My knowledge of the ability, integrity and public zeal 
of Mr. North induces me to conclude that the war originated 
injustice and necessity; but my entire ignorf-nce of the par- 
ticular causes and motives of the war beyond the facts stated 
in the declaration, would render me unable to offer any 
opinion upon the subject, even if the relative situation of the 
two Governments had not suggested the propriety of my 
silence. It appears to me however to be requisite to request 
your Lordship’s attention to a letter from the Governor- 
General in council to the Governor of Ceylon, under date the 
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28th of May 1800, of which I have the honour to annex an 
abstract for the purpose of apprizing your Lordship of the 
general sentiments of the Governor-General in council, with 
relation to the course of policy to be observed in Ceylon. 

4. It is further my duty to acquaint your Lordship, that 
the first intimation public or private, which I received relative 
to the war in Ceylon was derived from the accidental perusal 
of the Ceylon Gazette of the 29th of January 1803, contain- 
ing his Excellency the Governor’s declaration. Previously 
to that time I had received no notification official or private, 
of the approach or prospect of hostilities in Ceylon. 

6. On the 8d of March 1803, the Governor-General in 
council received a despatch from the Governor of Ceylon, 
under date the 5th of February 1803, stating that ^4t was 
impossible for Mr. North to reduce within the bounds which 
he had intended, the pecuniary assistance which Mr. North 
must solicit from the Governor-General in council for the 
month of February, and that for that month at least,” Mr. 
North apprehended he could not avoid doubling the sum 
of £5,000 to which he ought to have restricted his drafts on 
the treasury” at Fort William. Together with this despatch, 
Mr. North transmitted to the Governor-General in council 
copies of his letter to the Government of Fort St. George, of 
the SOth January 1803 ; of his Excellency’s declaration pub- 
lished at Colombo, on the 29th of January 1803; of Articles 
of Convention proposed to the King of Candi; and of his 
Excellency’s instructions to Major-General Mac Douall. 

6. The encrease of the drafts on the supreme Govern- 
ment of India, is stated by Mr. North to have been occa- 
sioned by the war in which the Government of Ceylon 
was engaged at that period of time with the King of Candi, 
and Mr. North’s letter of the 5th of February 1803, received 
on the 3d of March 1803, was the first official or private 
intimation which the Governor-General received from the 
Government of Ceylon of the prospect, causes, or existence 
of hostilities in that island. 

7. In the letter to Lord Clive of the 30th of January 1803, 
of which a copy was transmitted to me on the 5th of February, 
and received on the 3d of March, Mr, North states his hope 
that “ he shall not have occasion to trouble Lord Clive for 
any troops, unless the Government of Ceylon should be 
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obKged to make a second campaign, ■which, considering his 
present force, the moderation of his views, and the disposi- 
tion of the principal head men ; and the people in general in 
the Candian territories, (who were desirous of co-operating 
with the British troops, or at least of not acting against them) 
Mr. North trusted was not probable. ^ 

8. It is no part of my duty to submit to your Lordship my 
sentiments either with respect to the conduct of the war in 
Ceylon, or to the negotiations and treaties in which the first 
campaign appeared to have terminated, and your Lordship 
must have received ample details relative to those transactions 
firom the Governor of Ceylon. 

9. On the 14th of May, I received a despatch from Mr, 
North under date the 19th of April, in which (adverting to 
the possibility of a renewal of hostilities having taken place 
in Europe, and to the diminution of the strength of the gar- 
rison of Trincomale, in consequence of the garrisons and 
detachments stationed in the town and territory of Candi, 
and of a severe sickness which had prevailed in the island) 
Mr. North expresses a wish that I should despatch a rein- 
forcement to the garrison of Trincomalfi. 

10. At this period of time the expected reinforcements of 
engineers and artillery from Europe had not reached the 
island of Ceylon, and Mr. North particularly states his hope 
that the favourable state of affairs in the interior of the 
island, combined with the diminution of the sickness which 
had lately prevailed throughout the country, •would enable 
him to apply almost all the military force under his govern- 
ment for the purpose of repelling any external attack. 

11. At the period of time when I received Mr. North’s 
despatch of the 19th of April 1803, the state of the season 
prevented the embarkation of troops from Bengal to Ceylon ; 
nor did the state of intelligence from England then justify an 
expectation of a renewal of the war with France, your 
Lordship’s inscfuctions of the 16th of November, having 
reached me on the 8th of May. 

12. On the 5th of June I received from Mr. North a des- 
patch under date the 9th of May 1803, announcing the “ very 
great probabilify of a speedy termination of the war in the 
Island of Ceylon, together ■with the permanent acquisition of 
considerable advantages to the British Government” Mr. 



1808. 




479 


North transmitted to me at the same time a copy of his des- 
patch to your Lordship of the 4th of May 1803, together with 
its enclosure, for the purpose of conveying to me the full 
detail of his proceedings. 

13. In Mr. North’s despatch to me of the 9th of May, of 
which a copy is enclosed for your Lordship’s information, 
Mr, North states that “ the great facility which the posses- 
sion of the road, and of Fort Mac Douall gave him of direct- 
ing all his force to any one point which might he threatened, 
had very materially increased his means of defence against 
an invading foe.” 

14. Mr. North at the same time expressed his wish, that 
in consequence of the critical situation of Trincomale, the 
Governor-General in council should adopt measures for 

strengthening that garrison by a small detachment of native 
troops from Bengal in case of a war with France.” 

15. In this state of my information with respect to the 
affairs of Ceylon on the 5th of June 1803, 1 had every reason 
to suppose that the government of that Island did not require 
any re-inforcement of troops for the purpose of prosecuting 
the war against Candi ; and that in the event of a renewal of 
hostilities with France, Mr. North’s requisition for troops 
would be confined to a small detachment of native troops 
from Bengal,” for the purpose of strengthening the garrison 
of Trincomale. 

16. At that season of the year the prev^leace of the south- 
west monsoon precluded the possibility of re-inforcing the 
troops at Ceylon from Bengal, even if the exigency of the 
case had appeared to require an early re-inforcement of the 
troops on that island ; but the Governor of Ceylon had con- 
fined the expression of his anxiety fora re-inforcement to the 
case of a renewal of hostilities with France, and even in that 
event had declared that the means of defence against an in- 
vading foe were considerably encreased by the general state 
of affairs in Ceylon, and that he required no other re-inforce- 
ment even in the event of war with France, than a small 
detachment of native troops from Bei^al to be applied in 
strengthening the garrison of Trincomale, 

17. My despatches to your Lordship of the 20th of June 
1803, and 1st of August 1803, will have apprized you that 
on the 5th of June 1803, my information with regard to the 
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probability of a renewal of the war with France, w'as not of a 
nature to require me to hazarc? the embarkation of native 
troops for the relief of Trincomale from Bengal, at the most 
unfavourable season of the year. The same motives dis- 
suaded me from issuing orders to the Governments of Fort 
St. George or Bombay, for embarking native troops for the 
relief of Trincomale, and it also appeared to me that under 
all the circumstances of the case, if a renewal of hostilities 
with France should occur, the garrison of Trincomale might 
be relieved with as much expedition from Bengal as from 
either of the other Presidencies. 

18. On the 5th of June 1803, your Lordship’s instructions 
of the 16th of November 1802, continued in full force in 
India, and until authentic intelligence had convinced mo that 
a change had taken place in the favourable state of affairs 
between his Majesty and the Republic of F'rance, indicated 
by the tenor of your Lordship’s instructions, I could not con- 
sider the early renewal of hostilities with France to be an 
event so probable, as to justify any diversion of the troops 
from any of the Presidencies for the sole purpose of resisting 
an attack from the French. 

19. I therefore determined to await the course of events, 
expecting that even in the course of a renewal of hostilities 
with France, the French would not be enabled to make any 
attack upon the garrison of Trincomale before that place 
could be relieved either from Bengal or Fort St. George. 

20. On the 28th of July 1803, I received from Mi% North 
a despatch under date the 2d of July, communicating to me 

the afflicting intelligence” of the violation by the Candians 
of the truce concluded with the Candian Government, and of 
the melancholy events which ensued. 

21. As your Lordship must be in possession of every docu- 
ment connected with those lamentable transactions, I shall 
offer no observation upon them. 

22. On the 29th of July, a detachment of his Majesty’s 
lOdi regiment amounting to 282 rank and file, embarked by 
my direction from Fort William with orders to proceed to 
Fort St. George. The Governor in council of Fort St. 
George was at the same time instructed in the event of the 
services of the detachment not being required at Fort St. 
George to direct it to proceed to Trincomale* The Governor 
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in council accordingly ordered the detachment to proceed to 
Trincomal^, at which port it arrived on the 2d of October. 

23. On the 29th of July^ although my orders had been 
issued for augmenting the native corps to a war establish- 
ment, those orders had not yet taken such effect as to enable 
me to detach a corps of native troops from Bengal, without 
impairing our means, of meeting the existing crisis of affairs 
with the Mahratta chieftains. 

24. Your Lordship is apprized of the danger of attempt- 
ing to embark native troops from Bengal, unless they may 
have enlisted under express conditions for that purpose, or 
mayiave offered their voluntary services. It was therefore, 
impracticable consistently with the demands for the service 
against the Mahrattas to embark any detachment for Ceylon, 
until a corps of volunteers could be completed beyond the 
extent of the force required for the prosecution of operations 
against the Mahrattas. 

25. The season also continued to be unfavourable for the 
voyage, and the detachment of the 10th regiment which em- 
barked at Fort William on the 29th of July, did not arrive 
at Fort St. George until the end of September, and at Trin- 
comale until the 2d of October. 

26. I accordingly determined to embark a corps of native 
troops in addition to the detachment of the 10th regiment as 
soon as such a corps could be spared, and as the immediate 
service against the Mahrattas would admit of such a detach- 
ment, expecting that this detachment from the more favour- 
able state of the advancing season, would arrive at Trinco- 
male nearly as soon as the detachment of the 10th regiment. 

27. Accordingly on the I issued orders to the 

officer commanding the expedition against the Province of 
Cuttack, to embark a detacWent of the native troops under 
his command as soon as circumstances would admit, for the 
purpose of proceeding to the Island of Ceylon, and in con- 
formity to those orders Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt on the 
28th of September detached from the Province of Cuttack 
500 Bengal volunteers with cannon, and a large proportion 
of stores and ammunition. This detachment was ordered to 
proceed to Fort St. George, and eventually to Trincomale, 
according to the orders which the officer commanding the 
detachment of volunteers might receive from the Government 

VOL. m. 2 i 
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of Fort St. Oeorge. Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt at the 
same time in conformity to the tenor of my original orders 
recommended to the Government of Fort St. George, to 
order the detachment of Bengal volunteers to proceed to 
Trincomale, and I also intimated my desire to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, that the Bengal volunteers should 
be directed to proceed to Trincomale, unless absolutely re- 
quired for the service of the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

88. The Government of Fort St. George accordingly 
ordered the detachment of Bengal volunteers to proceed to 
Trincomale, and the detachment sailed from Madras for 
Trincomale on the 15th of October. 

89. In addition to this re-inforcement, the Government of 
Fort St. George has detached two companies of his Majesty’s 
34th regiment to Trmcomale, for the purpose of strengthen- 
ing the European force on the Island of Ceylon.^ I have 
also directed a detachment of 800 Madras sepoys (who 
were returning from the Moluccas, and unable* to reach 
Fort St. George by sea, on account of the north-east mon- 
soon) to proceed to TrincomalS, and to remain there until 
orders shall be received from the Government of Fort St. 
George. 

SO. If circumstances should appear to require a further 
re-inforcement of the native troops on the Island of Ceylon, 
I shall be prepared to furnish an additional corps of volun- 
teers as the season shall advance. In the meanwhile I have 
not hitherto entertained any apprehension of an attack from 
the French upon the Island of Ceylon ; the amount, condition, 
and station of the French force in this quarter of the globe 
since the renewal of hostilities with France, having appeared 
to me to render an attack from that force upon the Island ef 
Ceylon utterly impracticable. 

31. The actual state of the French force at the Mauritius, 
together With that of the Batavian Republic in the eastern 
seas, does not appear at present to menace any early attempt 
against any of the British possessions in India, and recent 


* Total re-iafrrcementsto Ceylon imm ^ of July to ttie 9th of 

November 1803 --Detacliment of His Majesty’s HHh regiment, 802^ 
tachment of H» Majesty’s 34th regiment, 187 ; Bengal volunteers, 
Madras sepoys, 300. 
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accounts from the Island of Ceylon (as stated in the Ceylon 
Gazettes no official advices having been received by me from 
the Government of Ceylon since ) announce a 

favourable change in the internal state of that island. 

3^. Your Lordship must be aware of the extreme difficulty 
of allotting a larger portion of European troops from the 
continent of India for the service of Ceylon, in the present 
incomplete state of his Majesty’s regiments in India; but you 
may rely on my anxious endeavours to maintain the force at 
Ceylon in the most respectable condition compatible with the 
state of our military establishments, and with the indispensa- 
ble exigencies of the service on the continent of India. 

33. At the same time it is my duty to apprize your Lord- 
ship, that I concur in the justice of the opinions given by 
Lieutenant-General Stuart, and Major-General Mac Douall 
(which must have reached your* Lordship) that the military 
establishment allotted for Ceylon is not sufficient for the pro- 
tection of that island in time of war with France and Holland, 
if the actual condition of those powers should furnish them 
with the means of attacking Ceylon. The state of the*forti- 
fications of the island also requires your Lordship’s attentim, 
especially of the works at Trincomal^ ; and I have received 
the strongest complaintspf the defective state of the buildkigs 
for the accommodation of the troops. 

34. In submitting these circumstances to your Lordship’s 
consideration, it is not my intention to impute blame to the 
present Governor of Ceylon ; for whom I entertain the mobt 
sincere esteem and regard. The entire separation of the 
govemm^t of that island from the control of the general 
government of India, exempted his Excellency from the 
necessity of receiving my sentiments previoudiy tothecitnolu- 
sion of treaties with the King of Candi, or to the commence^ 
ment of war, and it may jmdy have appeared superfluous to 
hm ISxceUency to resort in any degree to appwer, wUdhIiad 
recentiiy hemi divested of all authority over Ceylon, and #hioh 
coiiid nol be ^msp^ndEbkfrwany act of the governmentof thut 
island. 

,35. ThOi the miUtwry eatablishments^ fer^eations, 
bairacfes and cantomnentiii en the. island,, is not to be 
buted to.tiae> Gdveiiior of Ckylont 'vhb I sinec^ly believe has 
omitted no endeavours to streugtben the militdfy defettcee of 



484 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO 


Nov. 


the island, by a diligent and judicious use of the limited 
means which he possessed. 

36. The events however which have passed in Ceylon, 
have occasioned serious reflections in my mind with regard to 
the security of that valuable possession, and to the operation 
of the present constitution of its government upon the gene- 
ral interests of the British empire in India. 

37. The separation of the government of Ceylon from the 
control of the general government of India, always appeared 
to me to be a measure of the utmost danger to this empire. 
Accordingly at an early period of time, I submitted my opinion 
upon the subject to the President of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the affairs of India in a secret letter dated 10th 
of May 1801, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy 
for your Lordship’s information. 

38. The separation of Ceylon from the Government-Gene- 
ral, was however deemed advisable ; and the consequences 
whiclv have resulted from that measure appear to me to have 
confirmed the justice of those apprehensions which ex- 
pressed in my letter to the President of the Board of Com- 
missioners in May 1801. 

39. Under the new constitution, treaties have been con- 
cluded, and a war has been undertaken by the government 
of Ceylon without the previous knowledge of the Government- 
General ; the expences of that war however, have been sup- 
plied in the first instance by the Government-General; and 
the calamities which have attended the progress of the war, 
have occasioned demands for troops from the Government- 
General. Whether the war in Ceylon could have been alto- 
gether avoided, whether its commencement could have been 
postponed to a more convenient season, or whether its conduct 
could have been improved, and an early and honourable 
peace established upon permanent foundations, are questions, 
which it is neither my present duty nor intention to examine ; 
but is evident that e\ery arrangement connected with these 
questions might have been formed with greater advantage 
under the direct authority of the power which must ultimately 
furnish the supplies for war, and provide the securities for 
peace. Had the government of Ceylon remained subordi- 
nate to this government, the war in that island, if deemed 
necessary, would have been undertaken after a deliberate 
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preparation of sufficient resources, and after a full considera- 
tion of the most effectual mode of applying them. This 
government could not have been taken by surprize with 
respect to the actual commencement of the war, or to its 
result; and an opportunity <would have been afforded of 
apportioning at an early period of time to the service in Ceylon 
such aid, as might have appeared on a just comparison of 
objects and means to be compatible with due attention to other 
branches of the service in India, or to be indispensably neces- 
sary for the safety of Ceylon. 

40. The independence of Ceylon has placed all these con- 
siderations beyond the reach of the Governor-General in 
council, who was unapprized of the approach of war in Ceylon 
until it had actually commenced, and of the probable demand 
for considerable reinforcements in Ceylon, until a war on the 
continent of India had limited the means of furnishing them. 

41. The operation of treaties and political arrangements 
concluded by the separate authority of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment of Ceylon may materially affect the general interests of 
the British empire in India, even in those cases w^iich may 
not immediately involve the issues of peace and war. His 
Majesty’s instructions together with the Company’s charter, 
and the various acts of regulation appear to preclude the 
Governor of Ceylon from the right of concluding treaties, or 
of making war with any of the continental states of India^ or 
with any state situated beyond the limits of the island of 
Ceylon. It is perhaps doubtful whether the Governor of 
Ceylon possesses even within the limits of that island, the 
same powers I'elative to peace and war, which are granted by 
special Act of Parliament to the Governor-General in council 
within the limits of the Company’s charter. These points 
certainly require full and distinct explanation by the highest 
authority ; but whatever may be the legal right of the Gover- 
nor of Ceylon with regard to these questions the practical 
operation of the new constitution of Ceylon has been amply 
proved by the experience of the last year. 

42. Even if the political powers of the government of 
Ceylon be limited to the island, the nature of treaties con- 
cluded with the King of Candi, or with his ministry, nobility, 
or other authorities in the island may be contrary to the 
general policy pursued by the Company’s Government in 
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India^ and may therefore prove injurious to the British cha- 
racter and influence on the Continent of India, and among 
such insular states in these seas as may have formed or soli- 
cited connections with the Company. 

4«3. The king ofCandi is particularly venerated by the 
Court of Ava, and a considerable degree of sanctity is attri- 
buted in the Burmese dominions to the character of the king 
of Candi, and to the island of Ceylon, whence the Burmahs 
derive the source of their mythology, and of their religious 
institutions. The conduct of the British Government, there- 
fore, towards the king and kingdom of Candi, and the general 
tenor of the policy pursued in the island of Ceylon is important 
to the reputation of the Company’s Government on the Con- 
tinent of India, in proportion to the importance of the Bur- 
mese etoipire in the general scale of Asiatic powers. To your 
Lordship’s intimate knowledge of the affairs of India, it is un- 
necessary to add more detailed facts or arguments to prove 
that the operation of any system of treaties, alliances, or po- 
litical or diplomatic arrangements pursued towards the native 
states and subjects within the Hmits of the island of Ceylon, 
cannot be confined to the coasts of that island, even if such 
system should exclude the contingency of war in Ceylon. 

44. If treaties or political systems concluded with the 
native states or powers in Ceylon should involve the issue of 
hostilities, although the theatre of the war may in the first 
instance be confined to Ceylon, it is evident that even the 
first and most limited operation of such a war must afiPect the 
finances, as well as the general security of the British empire 
in India. 

45. The charges of war in Ceylon must be defrayed from 
Bengal. If the war should prove unfortunate in Ceylon, 
troops and every military resource must be supplied from 
Bengal. Even in the most favourable supposition, troops 
occupied in hostile operations within the island of Ceylon, 
(omitting all consideration of the fatality of the climate, ) not 
only become inapplicable to any purposes of general defence 
on the Continent of India, but are withdrawn from the pro- 
tection of the coasts and maritime forts of the island. The 
danger will be aggravated, if, at the same moment, the Com- 
pany s government shall be engaged in war upon the Conti- 
nent of India, and shall be unable to supply troops for the 
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support of a war in Ceylon, or for the defence of the forts 
and coasts of that island, deprived of the md of its proper 
military establishments. 

46. In the event, therefore, of an existing war with France, 
Holland, or with any power capable of attacking Ceylon, the 
existence of an internal war in the island may convert that 
bulwark of our Indian empire into a powerful instrument of 
offensive war in the hands of our enemies ; and the consC" 
quences of a treaty concluded by a governor of Ceylon within 
the limits of that island may endanger the whole fabric of this 
vast empire. 

47. The situation of the Governor-General under the cir- 
cumstances described will be duly appreciated by your Lord- 
ship. Ignorant of the approach or causes of war, he may be 
suddenly required to furnish resources for its prosecution at 
a moment when the exigencies of his own government, and 
the general service of the empire in India may preclude the 
possibility of affording adequate supplies either of money or 
men. Without power to direct the conduct, or to check the 
progress of hostilities, he may be compelled to abide their 
consequences, and to remain an inactive and helpless spec- 
tator of the perils of his own government, of the disgrace of 
the British name and arms, and possibly of his own reputation 
and honour, idvolved in the result of counsels and operations 
cotitradictory to his judgment, and exempt from his con- 
trol. 

48. On the other hand, the Governor of Ceylon, by the 
practical operation of the present constitution of the island, 
exercises the sole prerogative of making war within that 
island, but must depend for the means of prosecuting war 
upon an authority which he cannot control. 

49. The legislature has vested in the Governor-General in 
council, subject to the control in England, the sole power of 
making war against any native state on the Continent of 
India. The same principle requires that the Governor- 
General in council should possess similar powers with regard 
to war in Ceylon. The wisdom of the legislature has pro^ 
vided an unity of executive power as the most effectual se- 
curity for the British empire on the Continent of India, and 
has determined that the authority invested with the sole 
power of disposing of all the resources necessary for the pro- 
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secution of war, should also possess the sole power of making 
war, and that no provincial, local, or subordinate authority 
should be enabled to involve the general interests of the em- 
pire in the expense and hazard of hostilities, 

50. The same principles have been wisely established with 
regard to the political powers of the Supreme Government on 
the Continent of India, and it has been determined by Parlia- 
ment that the Governor-General in council, who alone can be 
competent to form a comprehensive view of the interests af- 
fected by treaties or by wars with the native states, shall 
alone be competent to conclude treaties, or to make war. But 
under the existing constitution of the island of Ceylon, your 
Lordship will observe that the order and system established 
for the general government of India are absolutely reversed. 
The Governor of Ceylon exercises the exclusive authority of 
concluding treaties, of making war, and of conducting mili- 
tary operations in the island, without the power of furnishing 
supplies, either of men or money, beyond the fixed establish- 
ment of the island ; while the Governor-General in council is 
required to furnish supplies of men and money for the prose- 
cution of war in Ceylon, without possessing any power of con- 
trolling the origin, conduct, or progress of the war, which 
may, however, deeply affect the security, interests and honour 
of the general government of India, 

51. The island of Ceylon, however, cannot be excluded from ‘ 
the general operation of these wise and salutary principles, 
unless it be also excluded from the general system of the 
British civil and military government »in India, But that island 
has justly been termed the bulwark of our empire in India ; 
it is therefore an essential part of our strength, and the due 
administration of its civil and military government is of the 
utmost importance to the defence of all our dominions in 
India. No security for that administration can be so effectual 
as the uniform operation of the same authority which has 
been extended over every other branch of the British pos- 
sessions ^ nor can an argument be adduced to prove the im- 
portance of Ceylon, which will not also demonstrate that its 
interests are inseparably blended with those of the empire on 
the Continent, and that its government cannot be separated 
from the general control without hazard to the safety both of 
that empire, and of the island of Ceylon, 
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52 . The entire military establishment of India ought to be 
applicable to the general defence of the ^hole empire. The 
subdivision of that establishment, and the separation of our 
general strength into detachments subjected to independent 
commands, and appropriated to exclusive provincial and local 
services, must impair the general efficiency of our army, by 
destroying the unity of our military power. 

53. The same principle applies with equal force to the civ3 
authority which, in an empire of such magnitude and extent, 
cannot be separated from the military power without the 
•hassard of confusion. 

54. In reviewing these considerations, your Lordship will 
•anticipate the regret and concern with which I have learned 
that not only the civil and military government of the island 
of Ceylon are to remain independent of the general supeiin* 
tendance and control of the Governor-General in council,' but 
that the military establishments of that island are to be en- 
tirely disjoined from the chief command of the forces on the 
Continent of India ; and that the allowances and other regu- 
lations respecting the military establishments are to be framed 
in Ceylon upon principles different from those established at 
any of the presidencies on the Continent of India. 

55. The effect of this arrangement will entirely remove the 
military establishments at Ceylon from the superintendance 
and control of the general officer commanding in chief bis 
Majesty’s and the Company's forces in India. 

56. Every sentiment of public duty requires me to submit 
to your Lordship my most serious apprehension of the evil 
consequences which must result to the discipline and effici- 
ency of the military forces in Ceylon, if exempted from the 
salutary control of the officer holding the chief command in 
India. 

57. Every facility should be afforded to the employment of 
the military establishment of Ceylon in purposes of general 
defence in India, whenever the exigency might require such 
an effort. But the entire separation of the civil and military 
authorities, and the difference of the regulations and consti- 
tutions of the separate military establishments will oppose 
difficulties nearly insuperable to the employment on the Con- 
tinent of India of any part of the military establishment of 
Ceylon, and especially of his Majesty’s regiments. 
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68. On the other handi the same causes will oppose nearly 
equal difficulties to the employment of- any portion of the 
military establishments of the Continent of India, and especi- 
ally of his Majesty’s regiments in the island of Ceylon, in the 
eyent of any exigency which xnight demand a reinforcement 
of the troops on that island. The utmost confusion and dis- 
order might be expected to result from the confficting autho- 
rities whkh must be mixed in conducting any military opera- 
tions on that island, which should demand the aid of troops 
from the Continent of India. It might even become a ques- 
tion whether the GoTemor^eneral would be justified in ex- 
posing the army destined to defend the British empire in 
India, to be wasted in the prosecution of petty wars in Cey- 
lon (of which the cause and issue might be equally doubtful,) 
under a system of management calculated to injure the disci- 
pline, to break the spirit, and to destroy tihe health of the 
tiroops. In the present state of the government and military 
command in Ceylon, it is doubtful whether the governments 
or conunanders-in-chief on the Continent of India could retain 
any power over troops landed in, Ceylon, and whether those 
authorities could in any degree control the discipline or ope- 
rations of their own troops within the island, or could limit 
the objects to which the services of such troops should be 
applied, or the time or mode of recalling such troops to 
the Continent of India, or of embarking them for distant ser- 
vice. 

59. The independence of the government and military com- 
mand of Ceylon would considerably embarrass the Govem- 
ment-Greneral in the prosecution of operations against the re- 
maining possessions of the French and Dutch to the east- 
ward of the Cape of Good Hope, or in any eventual expedition 
against the Cape of Good Hope, or againt Egypt, or against 
various places in these seas, or even in any transfer of troops 
from the several maritime garrisons in Ibdia. Your Lord- 
ship is intimately acquainted with the advanlfcages which the 
ports of Ceylon offer for assembling troops and ships, and 
for completing every necessary dep6t in the preparation of 
such services. The Government-General repeatedly derived 
important advantages from the full command of those ports 
during the last war. In the present state of the island it 
would not be possible to use its ports and resources with 
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similar effect. A considerable portion of the value of Ceylon 
in time of war is therefore actually suspended by the existing 
constitution of the government of that island. 

60. Your Lordship is apprized of the nature and extent of 
the military commission with which his Mi^esty was pleased 
to honour me under date of the 7th of August^ 1800. By the 
terms of that commission I have hitherto understood that I 
possessed the general command over all the land forces serv* 
ing in Ceylon, as well as over those serving in every other 
part of the East Indies. 

61. The terms of this commission seemed to enable me to 
issue orders to the troops in Ceylon, but the effect of such 
orders appeared to me to be entirely frastrated by the inde- 
pendent powers of the civil government of the island, which 
must be deemed paramount to any powers derived from a 
mere military commission, unless that commission in ex- 
press terms had superseded the authority of the civil govern- 
ment. 

62. It would be extremely advantageous to furnish me with 
a distinct rule for my guidance with regard to the operation 
of my commission of Captain-general of the land forces over 
the island of Ceylon. 

63. The preceding statements will apprize your Lordship, 
that if Ceylon be entirely exempted from the control of the 
general civil and military government of India, and from the 
command of the commander-in-chief, and of the Captain- 
general, in India the military establishments of that ifland 
cannot be deemed to constitute an efficient part of our gene- 
ral resources and power in India, excepting only to the extent 
to which these establishments may be sufficient to prevent the 
reduction of the island of Ceylon by the forces of any enemy, 
directed exclusively against that possession. 

64. Your Lordship’s judgment and experience in the af- 
fairs of this quarter of the globe will enable you to decide 
with facility whether such a separation and subdivision of 
powers be preferable to an union of all the British resources 
and strength in the hands of one supreme authority in India 
possessing power to apply every branch of the General Go- 
vernment to the defence of each part, or of the whole ; and 
embracing in one comprehensive view the general welfare 
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and security of the empire, together with the particular and 
local interests of every province and possession. 

65. The despatch addressed to the President of the Board 
of Commissioners for the affairs of India, under date 10th 
May, 1801, to which I had the honour to refer in the 37th 
paragraph of this letter, will convey to your Lordship my 
sentiments on this important question. These sentiments 
have been confirmed by the most mature and deliberate re- 
flection, and by every event relating to the afiairs of Ceylon 
which has reached my knowledge since the independence of 
that government has been established. 

66. In one respect only has my opinion undergone any de- 
gree of variation. I am now convinced that the most effec- 
tual mode of rendering Ceylon a valuable addition to the 
British possessions in India, and an efficient augmentation of 
our military and political power would be to annex it, as a 
province toectly to the Supreme Government of Bengal, 
with orders to the Governor-General in Council to adopt 
such measures as might appear requisite for regulating the 
civil and military government and establishments of the 
island. Such an arrangement would unite considerable ad- 
vantages in point of economy, with a great improvement of 
the internal tranquillity, happiness, and prosperity of the 
island, and with a correspondent increase of its military 
strength. 

67. The government of Ceylon might either be formed 
upon the model of that of any of the provinces subject to the 
immediate government of Bengal, and made the station of a 
Court of Circuit and Appeal, with establishments for the 
revenue and commerce of the island, and with one of his 
Majesty’s general officers upon the staff commanding the 
troops ; or the Government of Ceylon might be similar to 
that of Prince of Wales island, with a Lieutenant-Govcfrnor 
appointed from the civil service of Bengal. In this case also 
Ceylon should be the station of a general officer on the staff. 

68. I am satisfied that, under either of these arrangements, 
the island of Ceylon would become a more valuable and a 
more secure possession than it can prove under the present 
constitution of its civil and military government. Your Lord- 
ship .will receive these observations as a testimony 6f my 
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anxiety for the safety and prosperity of this great empire. 
My opinions are founded upon mature deliberation and prac- 
tical experience ; and it appears to me to be my positive duty 
to submit them to your Lordship in the most direct and un- 
equivocal language. I request your Lordship, however, to 
be assured that I offer ,my sentiments on the subject of this 
despatch to your judgment, with the highest sense of respect, 
and with a just impression of my obligations of obedience 
and subordination to your Lordship’s authority. Whatever 
may be his Majesty’s determination with regard to the go- 
vernment of Ceylon, my submission will be implicit and cheer- 
ful ; and your Lordship may rely on my most earnest endea- 
vours during the present crisis, and at every future exigency, 
to mitigate the evils which I have respectfully represented, 
by the most cordial exertion of a sincere public zeal, and by 
an unfeigned spirit of effectual co-operation in the common 
cause. 

69. I cannot however conclude this despatch without ex- 
pressing a most anxious hope, that if it should not be deemed 
expedient to change the entire constitution of the govern- 
ment of Ceylon, his Majesty may at least be advised imme- 
diately to issue the necessary orders for subjecting, during 
the existing war with France and Holland, the civil and mili- 
tary government of Ceylon (including the exercise of all 
political power, and the command of the army,) to the con- 
trol of the Governor-General in Council, of his Majesty’s 
Commander-in-Chief, and of his Majesty’s Captain-General 
of the land forces in the East Indies. 

70. Without such a control, I shall entertain serious ap- 
prehensions, in the event of protracted war with France. 
Your Lordship however may be satisfied, that while I shall 
continue to hold my present charge, no possible combination 
of difficulties or dangers can abate my zeal for the defence, 
security, and welfare of every part of the British possessions 
in India, for the defeat of every project of the enemy, and 
for the effectual prosecution of every service connected with 
the execution of his Majesty’s commands, with the success of 
his Majesty’s arms, and with the honour and interests of our 
country in the present arduous contest 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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No, CXLVI, 

lAeut.-Generdl Lake to the Marquees W^kstey. 

(Private,) 

My obaK Loed, Camp, Helenah, Dec. 3, 1803. 

Your letter of the 18(h, so full of friendship and affection, 
added to all the kindness I have already received from you, 
renders me a complete bankrupt in words to express the 
fff»T>Ha rirtn« wluch warm my heart with every tie of attach- 
ment and gratitude to you, my dear Lord, for the various 
mar^g of esteem and confidence so repeatedly manifested to- 
wards me, and which nothing but death can ever eradicate 
fium my nund. Your noble and feeling expressions respect- 
mg my son, while they afford me the most lively sensations 
of v^^sration and. regard, call to my recollection what indeed 
can never be forgot ; the pang I felt at- the' moment I saw lum 
wounded, and believe me, I feel most truly thankful to the 
Almighty for sparing his life, and if possible, still more par- 
ticularly so for having granted me fortitude sufficient to ftilfil 
at that moment the duties of my station, a moment most cri- 
tical, so much so, that in the event of any failure, the mis- 
chief that might have ensued is far beyond all calculation. 
The 1st of November, 1803, will ever remain fresh in my 
wimrij for various reasons which cannot now be enumerated ; 
the loss of so many brave men and worthy officers, 1 must 
ever most sincerely regret, and have only to look up to that 
Providence with adoration and thanks^ving, who, in the 
midst of our most perilous situation, saved so many of us to 
relate the tale, and offer up our prayers for his mercies 
rcmchsafed unto us. 

I have recaved your letter by General Fraser, who 1 was 
extremely happy to see ; the duplicate arrived before ,him» 
which I win answer in a day or two ; in the meantime, believe 
me, my dear Lord, and allow me to assure you that 1 am. 
wilb the truest afiection and regard, 

your devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 
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No. CXLVII. 

Lieut.-Generai LeJu to the Sfargueu WeUetleg. 

(lUrate.) 

My Lord, <^amp at Coorka, Dec. 8, 1803. 

Finding the Jeypore ambassadors very trifling and dilatory, 
and thinking Amhajee’s man not so alive as he ought to be, 
I determined to move on the road to Dholpour, at the same 
time looking towards Jeypore, on a supposition that by this 
movement I should alarm all these negotiators, and expedite 
matters very considerably. The event has justified me in my 
idea, as they have separately come to request I would halt 
to-morrow, and that they would seriously enter upon the busi- 
ness of their separate masters, and hope soon to adjust every 
thing to the mutual satisfaction of all parties. 

1 now do really believe (although I am not of a very san- 
guine disposition) that all the negotiations in this quarter will 
terminate entirely as you could wish. The state of Holkar*s 
army is such, that I trust little now is to be apprehended from 
him. I beg, my dear Lord, you will not imagine for one 
moment that I shall relax in my attention to his views and 
motions ; on the contrary, I shall do all in my power to pre- 
vent him from penetrating into any part of the country we 
possess, and I think, from the precautions I have taken, upon 
which I shall write more frilly tomorrow, that he cannot do 
us any injury. I cannot see how he can proceed without 
money, and as his army seems averse to moving, he cannot 
any longer plunder the country, which must prevent him from 
being a very formidable enemy ; of all these, however, we 
shall be able to form a better judgment in a few days, and 1 
cannot help flattering myself all will go right, and that peace 
and tranquillity will be restored to India. No one can wish 
for this blessing more sincerely than I do, and not the less so 
from knowing how anxious you are to attain this glorious 
and happy end of this successful campaign, and of your most 
excellent and wise plans adopted for the preservation of our 
territories in India, which but from your wise and judicious 
councils must shortly have been in the utmost danger. 

Colonel Yandeleur, whom I highly esteemed, fell almost at 
the first shot. The only omission I have been guilty of in 
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my despatch was the not mentioning Lieut.-Colonel White 
and the five companies of the 16th Native Infantry, who de- 
served great praise. I have endeavoured to repair the neg- 
lect by writing a letter to him, regretting my not having in- 
serted his name and the conduct of his corps in my official 
despatch. 

I felt so much depressed for some days after that action, 
that it is possible I might not have expressed myself so strongly 
as I might otherwise have done, which will, I trust, make 
allowances for any deficiency on my part. 

I request you will believe me, 

My dear Lord, 
with truth and affection, 

your devoted servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. cxLvra. 

The M&rqueee Wellesley lo the Bkght Hen. Lord William Bentinoh. 

(Secret.) 

My Loro, Fort William, Dec. 9, 1803 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter, under date of the 25th of November, re- 
ceived this day, enclosing the copy of a despatch from Colonel 
Campbell, the commanding officer at Vellore, which contains 
a narrative of the supposed murder of a female slave by the 
orders of the Prince Abdul Khalik. 

2. The peculiar situation of the sons of the late Tippoo 
Sultan must be considered to exempt them from the juris- 
diction of any of our courts of justice. That exemption, 
however, cannot extend to the servants and dependants of 
those princes. The agent of Abdul Khalik in the commission 
of the supposed murder, should be tried, with a view to bring 
that agent to justice, and to establish the facts relating to 
the innocence or guilt of Abdul Khalik by a legal process. 

3. In examining the declarations taken at Vellore on this 
occasion, I observe that the person stated to have conveyed 
poison to the deceased female slave, was informed that his 
life could be saved only by declaring the truth.” 
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4. This intimation cannot justly preclude the trial and 
eventual condemnation of that person, but in the event of his 
conviction, aiqF promise of the nature stated would of course 
induce your I^ordship to spare his life. 

5. If the charge against Abdul Khalik should appear to be 
proved by the result of the trial of the agent, the only punish- 
ment which can properly be inflicted on the prince, will be^ a 
reduction of his allotvances, and an additional restraint upon 
his person. 

6. If it should appear clearly from the evidence that Abdul 
Khalik has instigated this atrocious crime, your Lordship 
will be pleased to direct the commandant of Vellore to afford 
that prince an opportunity of stating his defence to your Lord- 
ship in council ; and if your Lordship should be convinced, 
after having examined that defence, of the guilt of Abdul 
Khalik, I request that your Lordship will be pleased to re- 
duce Abdul Khalik’s allowances at least in the proportion of 
one half, and that you will confine him a close prisoner to the 
Fort of Vellore for at least six months. 

7. It is impracticable to bring Abdul Khalik to a regular 
trial, but public example, and the necessity of preventing 
such atrocious excesses, will require that he should be pu- 
nished at least to the extent specified in this despatch. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. CXLIX. 

The MarquesB Wellesley to the Hon. Mayor-General Wellesley* 
(Secret and Official.) 

Sm, Fort WilKam, Dec. II, 1803. 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters noted in the margin.* 

I entirely approve your conduct in having admitted, 
without hesitation, a vakeel from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
in the reception which you gave to that vakeeL The confer- 
ence with the vakeel, of the 10th of November, was conducted 

* Dated Camp at Jaum, Nov. 11, 1803 ; Dated Camp, Nov. 13, 1803. 
These letters are to be found in Colonel Gurwood’s ** Despatches of the 
Duke of Wellington,’^ vol I. p* 496 — 604.— 

VOL. nr. % K 
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on your part with considerable judgment. Your demand of 
the fail powers of the vakeel was perfectly just and proper, 
and it was absolutely necessary to insist upon the production 
of those powers from Scindiah, previously to the conclusion 
of any arrangements tending to peace. At the same time it 
was proper to permit the vakeel to remain in your camp until 
he could be enabled to obtain regular powers from Scindiah, 
and it was expedient during his continuance in your camp to 
permit him to offer t<5 you whatever propositions he might 
choose to submit to your consideration. 

3. I also approve your resolution to request the vakeel to 
withdraw from your camp, if he should not be enabled to pro- 
duce the requisite powers within the time which you have 
specified for that purpose, and I conclude that if he should 
not have produced full powers from Scindiah, you will have 
compelled the vakeel to depart from your camp. 

4». The same principles will necessarily induce you to re- 
fuse admission into your camp to any vakeel who may here- 
after arrive from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or from the Rajah of 
Berar, without producing fall powers from those chieftains 
respectively. The omission of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to famish 
Jeswunt Rao Goorparah with full powers may have been acci- 
dental. It may also be attributed to the barbarous pride of 
Scindiah, whose insolence and arrogance, wounded by dis- 
appointment, may have sought relief in the hope of acquiring 
a temporary triumph in his own durbar, by the acquiescence 
of the "British Government in his disrespectful attempt to 
open negotiations for peace through an agent possessing no 
direct or regular authority from any of the belligerent powers. 
The object of Scindiah may also have been to gain time in the 
desperate condition of his affairs. 

5. Your prudence and public spirit frustrated whatever 
hope might have been founded on such insidious and weak 
projects. After a formal notification to Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar of your determination not to admit hereafter 
any ambassador who shall not be famished with fall powers 
from his alleged principal, any attempt to intrude emissaries 
from the enemy into your camp under the pretence of open- 
ing negotiations for peace, will be received by you as an in- 
sult to the British Government ; and you will signify to the 
confederates your determination to treat all such emissaries 
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as spies, and to punish them according to the established law 
of nations. You will observe that, under the treaties of Bas- 
sein and Hyderabad, neither the Peishwa nor the Nizam can 
enter into any negotiations separate from the British Govern- 
ment, and you will accordingly forbid any intercourse between 
the enemy and those princes respectively. 

6. The conduct of Appah Dessaye manifests an entire 
devotion to the interests of Scindiah. Your replies to the 
treacherous communications of that artful Mahratta were ex- 
tremely judicious. 

7. You were empowered by my instructions of the 26th 
and 27th of June to conclude peace with Scindiah, the Rajah 
of Berar. and Holkar, jointly or separately. The progress of 
the war, however, has afforded sufficient proof of the advan- 
tage to be derived from separating the interests of those 
chiefs, and our situation now enables us to insist on such a 
separation ; my notes of the 16th of October accordingly indi- 
cated my wish to conclude peace separately with Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar. The admission, however, of those 
chieftains to a joint treaty of peace, would not necessarily in- 
volve the admission of either of them to negotiate exclusively 
for the other. The treaty may be a joint instrument, although 
each party may have negotiated separately for its own inte- 
rests. To admit any of the telligerent powers to negotiate 
for any other, would establish* a permanent influence in the 
scale of that power beyond the limits of its due weight. I 
therefore approve your sentiments with respect to the sepa- 
ration of the interests of Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, and 
HoUcar. 

8. Scindiah cannot be permitted to treat either for the 
Rajah of Berar, or for Holkar, excepting in the last extremity 
of our affairs. Unless, therefore, circumstances should abso- 
lutely compel you to permit a negotiation of this nature, you 
will positively reject it. The fundamental principles of my 
recent negotiations and treaties with the Peishwah would be 
entirely subverted by establishing such an union of power as 
would be fixed in the hahds of Scindiah if he were permitted 
to negotiate for the Rajah of Berar, and for Holkar, or for 
either of those chiefs. 

9. In the present desperate state of Scindiah’s affairs, he 
must speedily be convinced that the only policy by which he 
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can recover any considerable degree of resource or terri- 
tory, is to separate his interests from those of the Rajah of 
Berar* 

10 . Holkar has not yet entered directly into the war, and 
it is certainly expedient to consider him as a friend in every 
regotiation with the confederates. The conduct of Holkar, 
however, is extremely suspicious 5 and this circumstance fur- 
nishes an additional reason for compelling Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar to treat separately for peace. 

1 1. If the war with Scindiah should continue, you will either 
remove Appah Dessaye from his present command, or you will 
provide effectual security against the consequences of Appah 
Dessaye’s proved attachment to the cause of Scindiah. In the 
event of a protracted war with Scindiah, it would be highly 
desirable to remove Appah Dessaye from all intercourse with 
your army. 

12 * Your letter of the 6 tb of October, transmitting the 
letters which you had received from Balajee Koonjur, reached 
me on the 1 st of November, and your conduct on that occa- 
sion received my entire approbation, which was signified to 
you by my private secretary. 

IS. On the 26th of October a paper of notes was forwarded 
to you (under date of the 16th of October) relative to various 
questions affecting the terms of peace with the confederate 
chieftains. The delay in the despatch of those notes from 
Fort William was occasioned by an interruption in the pass- 
age of the dawk through the province of Cuttack. The gene- 
ral tenor of those notes will have furnished you with a view 
of my opinions at that period of time with regard to the con- 
ditions of peace. But it has not been possible, until the pre- 
sent moment, to *obtain such information with regard to the 
state of the war in all parts of India, to the condition of the 
negotiation with various powers, or to the situation and views 
of the confederate chieftains as might enable me to issue 
final instructions respecting the terms of peace. 

14. The just, necessary, and attainable conditions of peace 
will be clearly ascertained by examining the causes, objects, 
and result of the war, together with the situation of the enemy 
at the present time. 

15. The immediate cause of the war was the refusal of the 
confederates to separate and withdraw to their usual stations 
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within their respective territories the armies which they had 
assembled and united on the frontier of our ally the Souba- 
dar of the Deccan, after having declared that the intention 
of that junction was to decide, whether there should be peace 
or war with the British Government and its allies. 

16. Under these circumstances the continuance of the con- 
federate army in the position which the chieftains appeared 
determined to maintain, was a manifest indication of a design 
to frustrate by hostilities, or by the terror of their arms, the 
operation of the alliance concluded between the British Go- 
vernment and the Peishwa, and to disturb the tranquillity of 
the dominions of the Nizam, and ultimately of the Company. 
The union of the confederate forces and their commanding 
and menacing position, afforded every advantage to the chief- 
tains in prosecuting the hostile design which they had mani- 
fested, and enabled the confederated chieftains to hold the 
issue of peace and war in theiir hands, and to arbitrate the 
fate of the Deccan according to their interests or caprice. 

17. At the same time the position and state of Scindiah’s 
forces, under the command of his French officers in Hindos- 
tan, and the machinations of M. Perron with the adjoining 
states and with the subjects of the Company, and of the 
Vizier, manifested additional proofs of the hostile designs of 
the confederates, and furnished those chieftains with addi- 
tional means of prosecuting such designs. 

18* The primary object of the war originating in these 
causes, was to deprive the confederates of the means which 
they possessed of prosecuting their unwarrantable designs, 
and the general plan of military operations, connected with a 
corresponding system of political arrangement, was calculated 
to preclude the confederates from reviving the sources of that 
military and political power, which they had employed to distmrb 
the security of our alliances, dependencies and dominions. 

19. The power of Dowlut Rao Scindiah considered with 
relation to his means of affecting the security of the British 
empire in Ind5a, may be described to have consisted at the 
commencement of the war in the following branches of mili- 
tary and political resource : 

First. The efficient state of Scindiah’s military establish- 
ment, under the direction of European officers, and particu- 
larly the formidable condition of his regular infantry and 
artillery under the command of those officers* 
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Secondly. The possession of an extensive and rich territory 
and of various strong forts, magazines, founderies and arse- 
nals, with considerable supplies of ammunition and military 
stores, deposited in convenient stations upon our frontier, 
contiguous to the most vulnerable part of the British domi- 
nions in Hindostan. 

Thirdly. The establishment of a large and well disciplined 
body of troops, with a formidable train of artillery, under the 
command of French officers within that territory in Hindostan. 

Fourthly. The actual assigiunent of that territory in Hin- 
dostan to the French officer holding the chief command of 
those troops. 

Fifthly. The possession of the person of bis Majesty Shah 
Aulum, under the immediate power of the forces commanded 
by French officers in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and the exercise of the nominal authority of the Moghul 
through those French officers. 

Sixthly. The ascendancy established by the agency of the 
French officer in command of ScindiaVs troops in the north- 
west of Hindostan over the Rajpoot chieftains of Jynagur^ 
and Jodepoor, and other states and chieftains in the northern 
and western provinces of Hindostan, and over many of the Seik 
chiefs and others, occupying the territory from the Jumna to 
the hanks of the Indus, and the facility afforded by the advanced 
posts of M. Perron’s army towards the Indus of aiding the 
invasion of the BritiiSh dominions through that quarter. 

Seventhly. The facility which the possession of the sea- 
port of Baroach afforded to Scindiah of improving his 
military establishment, by the accession of French or other 
European officers, of military supplies and stores, &;c. and 
even of a body of French or other European troops. 

Eighthly. The power of disturbing the tranquillity of the 
possessions of the Guickowar, and of the Company in the pro- 
vince of Guzerat, by means of Scindiah’s intermixed territories 
and fortresses in that province, and by his claims and influ- 
ence in that quarter. 

Ninthly. The power of disturbing the tranquillity of the 
state of Poonah, and the stability of our alliance with the 
Peishwa by Scindiah’s intermixed territories and fortresses 
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in the vicinity of Poonah, and to the southward of the river 
Taptee, especially the fortress and territory of Ahmednuggur, 
and by Scindiah’s various claims upon the state of Poonah^ 
and by his influence at that court. 

Tenthly. Scindiah’s intermixed and bordering fortresses 
and possessions which enabled him to menace and disturb 
the dominions of the Soubadar of the Deccan, and to impair 
the efficiency of the British alliance with that prince, and 
Scindiah’s various claims upon the Soubadar of the Deccan, 
and consequent influence at Hyderabad. 

Eleventhly. The general magnitude, wealth and strength 
of Scindiah’s dominions and army, and the reputation of his 
military power from which he derived a general influence and 
ascendancy at Poonah and over all the Mahratta states, and 
even at Hyderabad, which influence and ascendancy had been 
uniformly directed to injure the British power. 

20. Under this view of the condition of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s power at the commencement of this war, it was danger- 
ous to the British empire: 

First. By the facilities which it afforded to the French of 
iiyuring the British interests in India, either in co-operation 
with Scindiah, or through the independent aid of his French 
and other European officers. 

Secondly. By maintaining against the British Government 
a rival and hostile influence througl?out every native state in 
India, and especially amongst out most important dependents 
and allies on the western side of India. 

21. The danger arising from the condition of the Rajah 
of Berar’s power with reference to the same considerations, 
appeared to be at the commencement of the war : 

First. A military force greatly inferior to Scindiah’s, in 
point of discipline, numbers, and artillery, but furnishing a 
considerable accession to the general strength of the confede- 
racy against the British Government. 

Secondly. The possession of an extensive territory and seve- 
ral strong forts, commanding the dominions of the Company and 
the Soubadar of the Deccan, in several vulnerable points. 

Thirdly. The possession of the province of Cuttack by 
which the Rajah of Berar was enabled to interrupt the com- 
munication between our northern and southern possessions, to 
facilitate the invasion of Bengal and of the northern Circars, 
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and to obtain the aid of French, and other European officers, 
or troops, to be landed in the province of Cuttack. 

Fourthly. The intermixture of the Rajah of Berar’s pos- 
sessions with those of the Soubadar of the Deccan, and his 
vexatious claims upon the Court of Hyderabad, and his con- 
sequent influence at that court. 

Fifthly. The Rajah of Berar’s pretensions to the Govern- 
ment of Poonah, and the ascendancy and influence which he 
derives from his descent, connected with the general magni- 
tude of his dominions and resources, with his supposed wealth, 
and with the hostile spirit which has been manifested by the 
state of Berar for many years in counteracting the interests 
of the British empire in India. 

SSi. It is not necessary to advert to the state of Holkar’s 
power, as he has not hitherto been considered to be a party 
in the war. 

28. It would also be superfluous to enumerate the special 
objects of the war, as they have been sufficiently described 
in the view which the preceding paragraphs contain of the 
condition of the enemy’s power at the commenment of the 
war. 

£4. The progress of the war and the glorious success of 
our arms in Hindustan and the Deccan, in Guzerat, and 
Orissa, hkve actually accomplished every requisite object 
with respect to the reduction of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s mili- 
tary and political power, have materially affected the Rajah 
of Berar, and have placed in our hands the means of esta- 
blishing the security of the British interests against Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, on foundations, which 
appear to promise considerable duration. 

25. At the date of your last despatch, you could not have 
been apprized of the extent of Scindiah’s loss, and of our 
success against his power in every quarter in which it has 
been attacked. These considerations however must form the 
basis of the conditions which we are empowered to require 
from Scindiah at the conclusion of peace. 

26. The French force under the immediate command of 
M. Perron in Hindostan has been completely destroyed, 
nearly the whole force of Scindiah’s regular battalions in 
Hindostan, and the Deccan, has been destroyed or dispersed 
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by the victories obtained under the personal command of] his 
Excellency General Lake at Delhi on the 11th of September, 
and at Laswaree on the 1st of November, and under your 
personal command at Assye on the 28d of September, and 
nearly the whole of Scindiah’s artillery has been taken or 
destroyed. Thi greater part of Scindiah’s European officers 
is now placed under the protection of the British power. 
The territory formerly possessed by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
in the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and assigned to M. 
Perron for the payment of the French force in Scindiah’s 
service has been subjected to our authority. Scindiah has 
lost the Forts of Delhi, Muttra and Agra, with the adjoining 
territory on the right bank of the Jumna, and a considerable 
sum of money (twenty-four lacs of rupees) taken in the Fort 
of Agra, and five lacs of rupees at Delhi, with further sums 
of money taken at Allyghur, and in other places, and imme- 
diately divided by the troops after the several actions. The 
person of his Majesty Shah Aulum and the royal family have 
been placed under the protection of the jSritish power. 
Scindiah has been deprived of the means of availing himself 
of the connexion with the Seiks, with the Rajpoots and with 
all the chiefs and states in the north of Hindostan, and the 
alliance of several of those chieftains has been tran^sferred to 
the British Government. Begum Sumroo has placed herself 
under the protection of the British Government, and has 
recalled her battalions in the Deccan from Scindiah’s service. 
From the state of the negotiation with Rajah Ambajee, at the 
date of our latest advices from his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, it may be expected that Scindiah is now deprived 
of that portion of his territorial possessions in Hindostan, 
which was placed under the authority of Ambajee, and that 
Scindiah has altogether lost the support of Ambajee’s power. 
The sea-port of Baroach and its dependent territory, the 
Forts of Champaneer and Powanghur, with the whole of 
Scindiah’s territory in the Province of Guzerat, situated to 
the northward of Baroach have been subjected to our autho- 
rity. The district of Godra has been occupied by our troops. 
The fort and territory of Ahmednuggur, with the city of 
Boorhanpore, and the Fort of Asseerghur, have also l^en 
subjected to the authority of the British Government, and 
the fort and district of Jalnapore, with other districts in the 
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Deccan, have been occupied by the combined armies of the 
British Government, and the Soubadar of the Deccan. 

27. The loss sustained by the Rajah of Berar, must be 
considered separately in any negotiation with that chief. It 
is proper however to state that loss in this place, because it 
has diminished the power of Scindiah as a coivfederate against 
fhe British Government and our allies, in the further prose- 
cution of the war. 

28. From the Rajah of Berar all the intermixed Mahratta 
territories within the frontier of the Company on the side of 
Midnapore, have been taken and annexed to the British 
dominions, and the valuable province of Cuttack has also 
been subdued, and nearly settled* The loss of Juggernaut 
must deeply afiect the consideration of the Rajah of Berar in 
t^e eyes of aU the native powers. It is also reasonable to 
suppose that the military force of the Rajah of Berar must 
have suffered considerably at the batde of Assye, and didring 
his subsequent unsuccessful operations, until the period of 
his disgracef^ retreat to his own territories. 

29. Under these circumstances the power and dominion of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah must be considered to have suffered a 
degree of reduction nearly amounting to total ruin ; and the 
Rajah of ^rai with such reduction as he has suffered in his 
separate resources, appears to be at the mercy of the British 
Government for the remainder of his possessions, without any 
further hope (in the event of a continuance of the war) than 
that which he may found on the existing remnant of Scin- 
diah’s power. 

30. You have not apprized me of your opinion with regard 
to the degree of connection remaining between Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar since the separation of their forces. The 
proposition of Appah Dessaye tending to represent Scindiah 
as a mediator for the Rajah of Berar, and for Holkar, fur- 
nishes no proof of the subsistence of the confederacy between 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. This representation may 
Lave been fabricated by Appah Dessaye, or by Juswunt Rao 
Goorparah, or by Scindiah for the purposes of their own 
interests, or for the gratification of the characteristic vanity 
and pride of the Mahratta chieftains. 

31. It is therefore possible that in the present state of the 
relation between the two chiefs, neither can expect cordial or 
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effectual support from the aid of the other; while it is evident 
that the cause of both must have suffered from their 
common loss and die^grace during the continuance of the 
confederacy. 

38. Scindiah cannot entertain any just hope founded upon 
his own power and resources of recovering any part of his 
possessions^ or of retrieving any branch of his affairs by the 
further progress of the war. 

33. Scindiah can entertain no hope of effectual assistance 
from the Rajah of Berar, who must also expect to suffer 
additional loss, if not utter destruction, from a protracted 
war with the British power in its present condition. 

34. It is not probable that either Scindiah or the Rajah of 
Berar formed any expectation of assistance from the co- 
operation of Holkar. If Holkar shall engage in the war^ his 
operations will probably be directed to his own separate pur- 
poses ; no apprehension exists of Holkar’s success in any 
important enterprise, either for the attainment of his own 
objects, or of those of the confederacy. The means which 
may be employed to conciliate Holkar, may also be expected 
to prove successful. 

85. From the French it is nearly impossible that either 
Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar could now derive any aid, 
even if those chieftains, after the defection of M. Perron, 
should be disposed to accept such assistance ; nor is it pro- 
bable in the present state of the French power in India, and 
in Europe, that France could make such an attempt upon any 
part of our dominions in India, as might operate to divert our 
forces from the effectual prosecution of another campaign 
against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, and 
even against Holkar, if he should mix in the war. 

36. On the other hand, the resources of the British Go- 
vernment in India are fully equal to the continuance of the 
war for another campaign, if such a delay should appear to 
be necessary for the purpose of placing our security on solid 
foundations. 

37. An early conclusion ot tne war is however highly 
desirable, if it can be obtained by such means as shall effec- 
tually secure the just objects of the war, and the stability of 
peace. 

38. The situation of the enemy therefore (combined with 
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that of the British Government) has reduced every important 
question respecting the conditions of peace to considerations 
of policy and justice. No necessity exists to require a speedy 
conclusion of peace on terms in any degree inadequate to our 
just rights and permanent security. 

89. Any appearance on our part of a solicitude for the 
early termination of the war, would probably frustrate that 
desirable object, and a premature or defective treaty of peace 
would open fresh and abundant sources of war, from which 
innumerable calamities would flow hereafter, when we might 
not retain the advantages which we now possess for the 
vigorous prosecution of hostilities. 

40. The restoration to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of any part 
of the territories conquered from that chieftain is therefore to 
be viewed as an act of mere concession, and liberal clemency 
on the part of the British Government, proceeding from those 
principles of moderation and prudence, which constitute the 
foundations of our policy in India. 

41. It would neither be just, humane, nor honourable to 
insist upon the reduction of Scindiab’s power to any extent 
unnecessary to secure the just objects of the war, together 
with the safety of the British power and its allies. The 
British Guvemment will never deem any course of policy to 
be consistent with its wisdom and true interests, which is 
repugnant to the genuine dictates of justice, humanity and 
honour. 

4^. My duty requires me to employ every effort to reduce 
the power of the enemy within the bounds prescribed by the 
security of the interests committed to my charge, but it would 
be equally injurious to the glory and power of this govern- 
ment to prosecute war for the purposes of vengeance, and to 
urge the fall of a conquered enemy beyond the limits of our 
own safety and self-defence. 

43. The state of the war and the conduct of Scindiah 
might have been such as to require the entire destruction of 
Scindiah’s power, for purposes absolutely necessary to our 
security. In the present circumstances, it appears to me to 
be unnecessary to proceed to that extremity, and under this 
impression I now proceed to signify to you the conditions 
upon which I am prepared to conclude peace with Scindiah. 

44. The most advantageous basis of a peace with Scindiah 
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would certainly be formed by his accession to the general 
defensive alliance^ and by his acceptance of a subsidiary force 
from the British Government on the terms of the treaties of 
Hyderabad and Bassein, according to the propositions ten- 
dered to Scindiah by Colonel Collins at various periods of 
time. Copies of those propositions are forwarded to you for 
your information and guidance. 

45. In order to explain to you in the most distinct manner 
the nature of my views with regard to the conclusion of peace 
with Scindiah, it will be necessary to consider the effect which 
Scindiah’s acceptance of a subsidiary alliance ought to be 
permitted to produce upon the terms of peace. 

46. For this purpose, as well as with a view to apprize you 
of my ultimate determination with regard to a cessation of 
hostilities with Scindiah ; I deem it to be advisable to state 
distinct plans of peace with Scindiah, modified according to 
the circumstances of each respective case. 

First. The terms of peace with Scindiah, which would be 
most desirable if he should not accept a subsidiary alliance. 

Secondly. The terms of peace which must ultimately be 
required from Scindiah, even at the hazard of continuing the 
war, if Scindiah should decline a subsidiary alliance. 

Thirdly. The terms of peace to be concluded with Scindiah 
upon the basis of a subsidiary alliance. 

FIRST PLAN (A). 

Article 1st s). There shall be peace and friendship between the 
British Government and all its allies and dependants, and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

Article 1st. All territories, rights, and pretensions of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, situated to the northward of the territories of Oudepore, Joud- 
pore and Jyenagur, to be ceded to the Company. 

Article 2d. The Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore and Jyenagur, to be 
independent of Scindiah, and included in the treaty of peace, as allies of 
the British Government. 

Article 3d. Soindiah’s claims on the Rana of Gohud to be renounced. 
The Rana of Gohud to be independent of Scindiah, and included in the 
treaty of peace as an ally to the British Government. 

Article 4th. All territories now held by Ambajee to be ceded to the 
British Government. Ambajee to be independent of Scindiah, and to be 
included in the treaty of peace as an ally of the British Government. 

Article 5th. Scindiah to renounce all interference or connection with 
the chiefs and territories of Matcherry and Bhurrutpure, of Calpee and 
Jansee, with the chiefs or territories situated between the right bank of 
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the Jumna and the river Sutledge, with the chiefs and territories of Bun- 
delcnnd and Boghelcund, and with any chief or territory situated to the 
northward of the province of Malwa; and all claims whatever on all 
those chiefs and territories. 

Article 6th. Scindiah to renounce aU claims upon the Seik chiefs or 
territories. 

Article 7th. All chiefs and states who may have assisted the British 
Government during the war, to be protected from injury, although their 
territory may be ceded to Scindiah by the treaty of peace. 

Article 8th. All treaties concluded by General Lake or Major-General 
Wellesley, or by the British Government with any chiefs or states during 
the war, to be acknowledged and confirmed by the treaty of peace, and 
aU alliances formed by the British Government during the war, to be ac- 
knowledged and confirmed by the treaty of peace. 

Article 9th. His Majesty Shah Aulum and the royal family to be under 
the protection of the British Government, and Scindiah to renounce all 
concern in his Majesty’s affairs. 

Article lOth. The fortress and city of Baroach, with the whole terri- 
tory dependent thereon, to be retained by the Company. 

Article 11th. The fortress of Powanghur, and tho-fort and district of 
Champaneer, to be retained by the Company. 

Article 19th. All other districts in Guzerat belonging to Scindiah, 
within distance of the sea, to be ceded to the Company. 

Article 13th. The fortress of Ahmednuggur, with the territory de- 
pendent thereon, to be ceded to the Peishwa. 

Article 14th. All territories belonging to Scindiah, situated to the 
southwwrd and eastward of the Adjuntee hills, including the fort and dis- 
trict of Jalnapore, and all districts in which Scindiah may have exercised 
a joint right with the Soubadar of the Deccan, to collect the revenues to 
be ceded to the Soubadar of the Deccan. 

Article 15th, Scindiah to renounce all claim of Choute, of whatever 
denomination,^ on the Soubadar of the Deccan, and all allies of the Bri- 
tish Government. 

Article 16th. Scindiah to renounce all claims, of whatever denomina- 
tion, upon the Nizam, the Peishwa, the Guickowar, and all allies of the 
Company. 

Article 17th. Scindiah to dismiss from his service all Europeans now 
entertained therein, and never to entertain any European in his service 
without the express consent of the British Government. 

Article 18th. Scindiah never to entertain in his service any native sub.* 
ject of the British Government mthout the express permission of the 
British Government. 

Article 19th, The British Government and Scindiah constantly to 
maintain Resident Envoys at their respective Durbars, for the preserva- 
tion of mutual good understanding. 

Article 20th. The fort of Asseerghur, and the city of Boorhaunpore, 
with all the territories dependent thereon in Candeish, to be restored to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 
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Article 21st. The district of Godra to be restored to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

Article 22d. All territories and possessions conquered from Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah in Malwa and Candeish, to the northward of the Taptee, to 
be restored to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Article 23d, All territories and possessions belonging to the Peishwa 
in Malwa or Candeish, to the northward of the Taptee, to be ceded to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

47. This plan provides effectually for every object of secu- 
rity against the power of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and it is my 
earnest desire that an effort should be made to obtain all 
these conditions, unless Scindiah can be induced to accede 
to a subsidiary alliance with the Company. If Scindiah 
should object to such an alliance, it will then be necessary to 
consider the ultimate terms which must be required from 
Scindiah, at the hazard of continuing the war. 

48. In stating these terms, the most clear method will be 
to refer to plan (A), marking such articles as must be main- 
tained without alteration by letter (B), and stating such mo- 
difications as are admissible in any article respectively. 

SECOND PLAN (B). 

Article 1st (« a), and 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th. 

Article 11th. Tlie fortress of Powanghur, and the fort and district of 
Champaneer, to be restored to Scindiah 

Article 12th (B). 

Article 13th. The fort of Ahmednuggur, and a territory depending 
thereon, amounting to , to be retained by the Peishwa. 

The remaining territory of Ahmednuggur to be restored to Scindiah, 
under an engagement that Scindiah shall never maintain in that district 
a military force beyond the amount of , or beyond the 

amount necessary for the collection of the revenue and the maintenance 
of the police of the country. 

Article 14th, 16th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d. 

Article 23d. This article may probably be omitted if the restitutions 
stated in the preceding articles be made to Scindiah. This 'article, how- 
ever, might perhaps he received by Scindiah as a compensation for the 
retention of the territory in the vicinity of Baroach and on the sea-coast, 
as specified in articles 1 0th and 12th of this plan. 

49. This plan (B), differs from your propositions in article 
4th, which stipulates for the cession of the territories held by 
Ambajee, and for the independence of Ambajee, in the arti- 
cles 10th and 12th, respecting the retention of the territory 
of Baroach, and of Scindiah’s maritime possessions in Guze- 
rat, and in article 13th, which imposes restrictions upon the 
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amount of the force to be maintained by Scindiah in the dis^ 
trict of Ahmednuggur. Articles 17th, 18th, and 19th, are 
also additions to your propositions. The independence of 
Ambajee, and the arrangements of the territory held by him, 
have probably been guaranteed already by the Commander- 
in-chief. This M'ticle, therefore, will not admit of alteration. 

50. The admission of Scindiah into any part of the dis- 
trict of Guzerat is extremely objectionable. If it be practi- 
cable, it would tend much to the stability of the peace to 
exclude Scindiah altogether from all intermixture with the 
territories of our allies. The same reasoning applies with 
additional force against the restitution of any part of the ter- 
ritory of Ahmednuggur. The restoration of any portion of 
Scindiatfs authority in a possession so contiguous to Poonah 
and to the frontier of the Nizam ought to be avoided. 

61. The restitution of Powanghur, Champaneer and Godra, 
appears to be less dangerous than any other restitution pro- 
posed in Guzerat. The absolute exclusion of Scindiah from 
any maritime possession appears to me to be indispensable* 

52. Your reasoning respecting the fort of Asseerghur and 
the city of Boorhaunpore is perfectly satisfactory. 

53. The articles 17th and 18th, respecting the exclusion 
from Scindiah’s service of all European officers and British 
subjects, European or native, are indispensable. 

54 *. The 19th article respecting the residence of envoys is 
also absolutely necessary. 

65. The alterations which I have made upon your proposi- 
tions appear to me to be extremely desirable, if not abso- 
lutely necessary for our security against Scindiah. 

66. You will, however, be more competent to form a cor- 
rect view of many details of this subject, than it is possible 
for me to take at this distance. You can also ascertain cor- 
rectly the precise degree in which Scindiah’s means of con- 
tinuing the war have been reduced by our success; and 
therefore, although my judgment would incline me to appre- 
hend danger from any concession beyond the limits of this 
plan (B), I authorize you to exercise your discretion in 
changing or modifying any of the articles (excepting articles 
4th, 17th, 18th, and 19th), bearing in mind, however, the 
general tenor and spirit of my instructions. 

57. In my opinion, the terms of peace granted to Scin- 
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diah by this plan (B), are not only just and equitable, but 
liberal, considered with reference to the relatiye situation of 
the belligerent powers. 

58. The principal objects to be observed in the conditions 
of peace with Scindiah, should be to limit his military power 
and resources, and to preclude his intercourse with France, 
his intferference with our allies and dependants, and his re- 
sumption of the means of menacing our frontier, and of dis- 
turbing the internal tranquillity of our dominions. 

59. If Scindiah should conclude a treaty of peace with the 
British Government upon the basis of a subsidiary alliance, 
and should enter with sincerity into that alliance, I should 
feel no difficulty in conceding every point stated in your pro- 
positions, as far as they respect restitution of territory. 

60. The articles (4th, 17th, 18th, and 19th) of the two 
preceding plans admit of no change or modification. 

61. In order to render this division of the subject entirely 
distinct, I have thought it proper to enumerate the several 
articles of a treaty under this plan. 

62. All articles of plan (B) to be retained in this treaty 
without alteration, will be marked (C), and any admissible 
alterations or modifications will be stated under such articles 
as are to be allowed or modifie<j^. 

THIRD PtAN CO. 

Articles Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 6th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. 

Article 10th to be modified according to your proposition, retaining 
only the fortress and city of Baroach, with an adequate territory. 

Article I Ith as in plans (B) and (0) 

Article I2th in plans (A) and (B) to be omitted. 

Article 13th. The fortress only of Ahmednuggur, with a sufficient ter- 
ritory, to be retained. 

Articles 14th, 16th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 2l8t, and 22d. 

Article 23d. It would be desiiable to effiect an exchange of the Peish- 
wa's territories in Malwa and Candeish, northward of the Taptee, for the 
districts of Ahmednuggur ; and if those territories in Malwa and Can- 
deish should not prove an adequate compensation to Scindiah, an endea- 
vour must be made to compensate to him by a further arrangement. 
Perhaps, however, the determination which I now proceed to state, may 
appear to furnish adequate compensation for any difference between the 
value of the districts of Ahmednuggur and those which the Peishwa may 
cede to Scindiah in Malwa and Candeish. 

If Scindiah should agree to accept a subsidiary force 

VOL. 2 L 
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of the amount of that stationed at Hyderabad, I would re- 
quire no other assignment of territory, or of other funds for 
the payment of the subsidy, than that comprehended in the 
articles of the treaty proposed in this plan (C). 

63. In this event you will annex the subsidiary engage- 
ments on the part of the British Government to the articles 
already stated, omitting any assignment of territory or of 
other funds for the payment of the subsidy on the part of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

64. As it is possible, however, that it may be satisfactory 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to assign by the terms of the treaty, 
in the form of security for the payment of the subsidy, the 
whole or part of the territories required to be ceded to the 
British Government by the preceding articles, I authorize 
you to accede to any such proposition on the part of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, provided the cession of all such territory shall 
contain a complete renunciation of all right or claim of so- 
vereignty or authority on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and an acknowledgement of the perpetual rights of sove- 
reignty of the British Government over such territory to the 
extent in which Scindiah may possess the right or power of 
ceding or acknowledging such perpetual sovereignty. 

65. In the present condition of Scindiah’s aifairs, it is not 
improbable that he may be inclined to seek the protection of 
a subsidiary force of British troops, from which alone he can 
now expect to derive eftectual support against Holkar, or 
even the means of maintaining himself against the tributaries 
and dependants which will remain nominally annexed to his 
dominions at the close of the war. 

66. As the preceding observations contain every instruc- 
tion necessary to enable you to negociate and conclude peace 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and as you have already received 
the notification of the concessions to he required from the 
Rajah of Berar, I shall despatch this letter, reserving for 
future consideration such instructions as may appear to me 
to be necessary to regulate the partition of our conquests with 
the allies, and to complete the system of a general pacifica- 
tion of the native powers of Hindostan and the Deccan. 

67. In reviewing this despatch, I perceive that I have not 
noticed an omission in the plan of peace with Scindiah con- 
tained in your despatch of the 11th of November. That 
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omission is supplied in article 8th of each of the three plans 
(A), (B)> (C) ; and as the substance of that article was brought 
under your particular consideration by the notes despatched 
to you on the 26th of October, I am satisfied that this sub- 
ject will engage your attention in the negociation of peace 
with any of the belligerent powers. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 

Xofe to explain the intention of Articles Wi, 6th, yth, and 6th, rejecting 

the exclmion of Scmdmfds influence over the petty states in Hindostan. 

Ambajee's territories extend to Seronge, and include Goliud and the 
district of Kutcliwara; yielding, it is stated, thirteen lacs of rupees 
annually. 

Within these territories are the independent chieftains of Kota, A 
Boondee, Raggoghur, (situated between Kota and Seronge) j Chandoree, 
Dutteah, Jansi, Calpy, and Narwa. 

The other chieftains to be rendered independent of Soiadiah, and to be 
included in the terms of peace, appear to be — 

I. The Seiks. II. 1. Jypore 2. Joudpoor. 3. Oudipoor. 4. Petty 
ehiefship of Kerowlee. Rajpoots, 5. Petty chiefship of Kishenghur near 
Ajmere. 6. The chief of Macherry, called the Rao Ra|ah, whose capi- 
tal is Alwar, and with whom a treaty has been concluded by General Lake. 
7. Ttie district of Beykaneer j and 8. Generally all territories lying to 
the northward of Oudipoor, Kutchwara (Ambajee’s district which is to be 
included,) and Behut, so us to include the passes in that quarter leading 
into Hindostau. 

III. The Jauts, the principal of whom are the Rana of Gohud, and the 
Bhurtpoor Rajah, with the latter of whom a treaty has already been con- 
cluded by General Lake. 

IV. The districts of Bundclcund, Bogglecund, Bopaul, Gurrali, Chun- 
dail, Sohagpoor, Chohan, Billounja, Singrowla. 

Some petty chieftains may have been omitted in this list, but General 
Wellesley is recommended to call upon Lieut.-Colonel Reynold, who 
possesses the most accurate information with regard to the province of 
Malwa and the countries in its vicinity. 

Note to be added to the 8th Article*. 

This line will be understood by a reference to RennePs Map of Hin- 
dostan. The states to be included in the terms of peace are all situated 
to the northward of a line drawn from Joodpoor to Beehut, a town on 
the western extremity of Bundelcund. Provision should also be made 
for excluding Scindiah altogether from any connection with the chiefs 
occupying the provinces of Bundelcund and Bogglecund, and the dis- 
tricts of Gurrah, Sohagpoor, Chundail, Chohan, Billounja, and Siiig- 
rowla 
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Lord JFxllxam BeMinck to the Marquese Wellesley* 

(Private.) 

My Lord, Fort St. George, Dec H, 1803. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s very flattering letter of the 19th November* The 
sentiments of approbation which your Lordship has had the 
kindness to express upon my opinions respecting the various 
points of Lieut.“Colonel Hoghton’s communication, have been 
highly gratifying to me. I trust that my future conduct will 
correspond with the principles which I have professed* I 
mistake my own feelings if I am not as anxious as I ought to 
be to conduct the affairs of this government upon the honour- 
able system adopted by my predecessor, and to maintain un- 
tarnished, as far as depends upon my humble endeavours, 
the national character so extraordinarily exalted under your 
Lordship’s auspices. 

In the French intercepted correspondence which I had 
the honour of forwarding some days ago, a Monsieur Collin 
states himself to be a secret agent of the French at Pondi- 
cherry. He is represented to be a man of ability, with a 
great disposition to intrigue. I directed the commanding 
officer at Pondicherry to arrest him, to point out to him that 
he could be considered in no other situation than that of a 
spy, and that he became liable to capital punishment as esta- 
blished by the general usage of all nations in such cases ; 
that his only hope of pardon must arise from an unreserved 
disclosure of the views and projects of the French. He was 
very intimate with General Binot, and some despatches which 
were received from the Isle of France a day or two before 
the departure of the cuTtel from Pondicherry were, I under- 
stand, opened in his presence. He has pretended entire 
ignorance upon all the subjects upon which he has been in- 
terrogated. I have ordered him to be sent to the Presidency, 
and when he perceives a determination to proceed to extre- 
mities, I have no doubt of his giving some interesting infor- 
mation. Both Monsieur Collin and Ragapa positively deny 
the fact (asserted in the letter of the latter to General Binot) 
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of communication having been made from the native powers 
to the French. 

I have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship, that 
from a private letter received from the Collector in Malabar, 
there is every reason to hope that the insurrection in that 
province will soon be entirely quelled. The princes of the 
Pyche family, who lately made their escape from Cannanore, 
have made offers to surrender themselves. It is understood 
that their uncle, the Pyche Rajah, is also desirous of giving 
himself up. Tranquillity never can be established as long as 
that rebel remains at large. The people are every day bring- 
ing in their arms. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest respect, my Lord, 

your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

W. Bentincx, 


No. CLL 

The iToii. M<0or-General Welletley to the Marquese Welleeley, 

Camp at Deogaum, Dec. 15, 1803. 

My Lord, [Received Jan. 24, 1804.] 

After the battle of Argaum, I determined to lose no time 
in commencing the siege of Gawilghur, and accordingly 
marched on, and arrived at Elichpoor on the 5th instant with 
both divisions, and halted on the 6th, in order to establish 
an hospital for the wounded in the battle at Argaum. 

The fort of Gawilghur is situated in a range of mountains 
between the sources of the rivers Poonah and Taptee* It 
stands on a lofty mountain in this range, and consists of one 
complete inner fort, which fronts to the south, where the 
rock is most steep, and an outer fort, which covers the inner 
to the north-west and north. This outer fort has a third 
wall, which covers the approach to it from the north by the 
village of Labada. All these walls are strongly built, and 
fortified by ramparts and towers. 

The communications with the fort are through three gates: 
one to the south with the inner fort ; one to the north-west 
with the outer fort ; and one to the north with the third wall. 
The ascent to the first is very long and steep, and is prac- 
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ticable only for men ; that to the second is by a road, used 
for the common communications of the garrison with .the 
countries to the southward ; but the road passes round the 
west side of the fort, and is exposed for a great distance to 
its fire : it is so narrow as to make it impracticable to ap- 
proach regularly by it, and the rock is scarped on each side. 
This road also leads no further than the gate. 

The communication with the northern gate is direct from 
the village of Labada, and here the ground is level with that 
of the fort ; but the road to Labada leads through the moun- 
tains for about thirty miles from Elichpoor, and it was obvi- 
ous, that the difficulty and labour of moving ordnance and 
stores to Labada would be very great. 

However, after making enquiry at Elichpoor, it appeared 
both to Colonel Stevenson and me, that this point of attack 
was, upon the whole, the most advantageous, and we accord- 
ingly adopted it. 

Colonel Stevenson had equipped his corps at Asseerghur 
for the siege of Gawilghur, for which service it had long 
been destined 5 and I therefore determined that he should 
make the principal attack by Labada ; while I should cover 
his operations, with my own division and all the cavalry, and, 
if possible, assist them by other attacks to the southward and 
westward. 

On the 6 th instant, the 1st battalion 2 d regiment under 
Lieut-Colonel Chalmers, and two companies of the 94th, and 
the 1 st of the 6 th under Captain Maitland, were detached j 
the former, to drive in the enemy from the ground which they 
occupied to the southward of the fort, and the latter, to seize 
the fortified village of Damergaum, which covers the entrance 
of the mountains, by the road by which Colonel Stevenson 
was to pass towards Labada, and to protect the parties sent 
forward to reconnoitre and repair the. roads in the mountainSf 
Both these detachments succeeded. 

On the 7th, both divisions marched from Elichpoor ; Co- 
lonel Stevenson, into the mountains by Damergaum, and my 
division, towards the southern face of the fort of Gawilghur. 
From that day till the 12 th, on which Colonel Stevenson 
broke ground near Labada, the troops in his division went 
through a series of laborious services, such as I never before 
witnesbccl, with the utmost cheerfulness and perseverance. 
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The heavy ordnance and stores were dragged by hand over 
mountains, and through ravines for nearly the whole distance, 
by roads which it had been previously necessary for the 
troops to make for themselves. 

On the 12th at night, Colonel Stevenson erected two bat- 
teries in front of the north face of the fort; one, consisting of 
two iron 18 pounders, and three iron 12 pounders, to breach 
the outer fort and third wall ; and one, consisting of two 
brass 12 pounders and two inch howitzers, to clear and 
destroy the defences on Ihe point of attack. 

On the same night the troops of my division constructed a 
battery for two iron and two brass 12 pounders on the moun- 
tain under the southern gate; with a view, if possible, to 
breach the wall near that gate, or, at all events, to draw the 
enemy^s attention to that quarter. Unfortunately, the iron 
guns could not be moved into the battery, notwithstanding 
the utmost exertions of the troops ; and the fire of the brass 
guns produced but little effect. 

The fire of all thes^ batteries opened on the ISth, in the 
morning; and on the 14th, at night, the breaches in the walls 
of the outer fort were practicable. All the arrangements were 
made for storming on this day* Lieut^Colonel Kenny, of the 
11th regiment, commanded the party for the storm, consisting 
of the flank companies of the 94th regiment, and of the na- 
tive corps in Colonel Stevenson’s division, supported by the 
94th regiment, and Lieut-Colonel Halyburton’s brigade, with 
Lieut*-Colonel Macleane’s brigade in a reserve. At the same 
hour, I made two attacks from the southward, to draw the 
enemy’s attention to this quarter* One, under Lieut.-Colonel 
Wallace, consisting of the 74th regiment, five companies of 
the 78th, and the 1st battalion 8th regiment, on the southern 
gate ; and one, under Lieut.-Colonel Chalmers, consisting of 
five companies of the 78th, and the 1st battalion 10th regi- 
ment, on the north-west gate. These last attacks could be 
of no sexwice, excepting to draw the enemy’s attention from 
that from the north ; unless they should succeed in blowing 
open the gates ; till they should communicate with detach- 
ments from Colonel Stephenson’s corps, as they had no other 
means of entering the fort. All the troops advanced at about 
ten in the morning. The detachment under Lieut.-Colonel 
Chalmers arrived at the north-west gate, at the moment when 
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the enemy were endeavouring to escape through it, .from the 
detachment of Colonel Stevenson’s corps, which had been 
sent to communicate with Colonel Chalmers, and he entered 
without difficulty. 

The wall of the inner fort, in which no breach had been 
made, was then to be carried. After some attempts upon the 
gate of communication between the inner and outer fort, a 
place was found, at which it was possible to escalade the 
wall. Captain Campbell, with the light infantry of the 94th 
regiment, fixed the ladders against this place, escaladed the 
wall, opened the gate for the storming party, and the fort 
was shortly in our possession. 

The enemy’s garrison was numerous. It consisted of Raje- 
poots, and of a great part of Beny Sing’s regular infantry, 
which had escaped from the battle of Argaum, commanded 
by Beny Sing himself* They were all well armed with Com- 
pany’s new muskets and bayonets. Vast numbers of them 
were killed, particularly at the different gates. 

This service has been performed, I hope, with small loss 
on our side. No officer has been killed, and none wounded 
thft I have heard of, excepting Lieut-Colonel Kenny of the 
11th regiment, and Lieutenant Young of the 2d, 7th. 

In the performance of this service all the good qualities of 
British troops have been conspicuous, to a degree which I 
have seldom witnessed. In bringing on their ordnance and 
stores to the point of attack, the troops of Colonel Steven- 
son’s division performed the most laborious work, with a aseal 
for the service, and patience and perseverance never sur- 
passed; and when opposed to the enemy, their conduct 
shewed the same gallant spirit that has carried the British 
troops through so many difficulties in the course of this war. 

I am particularly indebted to Colonel Stevenson, for the 
manner in which he conducted the service entrusted to him, 
from the moment of his march from Elichpoor to that of the 
capture of Gawilghur; to Lieut.-Colonel Kenny, for the 
manner in which he led'^on the storming party ; to Captain 
Campbell and the light infantry of the 94th regiment, for the 
escalade of the inner fort ; to Major Campbell and the 94th 
regiment, and to Lieut.-Colonel Halyburton and his brigade, 
which troops supported the attack. 

Captain Burke, who commanded the artillery with the sub- 
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sidiary force, and Captain Heitland of the pioneers, and 
Captain Johnson of the Bombay engineers, are also entitled 
to my acknowledgements. The two latter, were sent from 
my division to assist Colonel Stevenson. Upon the occasion 
of mentioning the name of Captain Johnson, I "cannot omit 
to inform your Excellency, that throughout this campaign 
that officer has performed the most important service in the 
department of the guides entrusted to his charge; and I 
have no doubt but that his surveys will be a valuable public 
acquisition. 

Although the most laborious, and the most brilliant part of 
this service did not fall to the lot of the troops of my division, 
1 have to apprize your Excellency that they performed that 
part allotted to them in a manner perfectly satisfactory to me; 
and Lieut.-Colonel Wallace and Lieut-Colonel Chalmers, 
and Captain Beauman, commanding the artillery^ have re- 
ceived my thanks, for the manner in which the two former 
led their divisions to the attack, and the latter exerted him- 
self, to forward the service of his department. 

I shall hereafter have the honour of transmitting to your 
Excellency, lists of the killed and wounded, and returns of 
the ordnance and property captured in the fort. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient and 

faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Welleswby. 


No. cun. 

Lord Cwtlereagh to the Markets WeUedey. 

(Most Secret.) 

Loadon, 23d June, 1803. 

My bear Lord, [Received 16th December, 1803.] 

You will receive by the present Conveyance the declaratioD 
of hostilities against the Batavian Bepublic, an event neces- 
sarily foreseen. The offer of neutrality has cost us nothing, 
and has had its effect I understand in Holland* However 
small the probability is of a speedy termination of the war, I 
am persuaded your Lordship will feel the importance of losing 
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no time in getting possession of Cochin, with a view of secur- 
ing the demolition of its works against every contingency. 

Hitherto the war has been productive of no event, except 
the occupation of Hanover. The captures have been unusu- 
ally numerous by our cruizers, considering the extent of the 
enemy’s commerce. The moment was seasonably chosen for 
bringing the question to' an issue, much of their trade being 
at sea. 

Nothing can exceed the spirit of the' nation, as well as of 
the parliament, on the subject of the war. The degree of 
concurrence is far beyond what could have been hoped for, 
and the only difficulty government has to contend against in 
either house is, the charge of not calling even more largely 
on tie resources of the country. 

You will perceive that the financial arrangements go beyond 
what I ventured to hint in a former letter. The budget of 
tlurteen millions is in progress, with every prospect of being 
carried through with a very slight resistance. If we can 
accomplish that great desideratum of providing even in war 
agmnst the accumulation of debt, it will place us indeed on 
high ground. 1 trust your Lordship will carry the principle 
a step further in India, by paying off debt during the contest. 

The plan of raising 50,000 men to be officered by officers 
of the line is in progress. When this army is raised, we shall 
then have at home 50,000 regulars, 90,000 militia, and 50,000 
of this description of force, which will be applicable to the 
defence of either island, in all 190,000 men, exclusive of 
yeomanry, and local levies of a more irregular class which 
will be carried to a considerable extent. It is also hoped 
that a draft for the line from the other descriptions of force 
may be obtained, so as to complete the regular army. This 
will encrease our line at home to 70,000, which will give us a 
disposable force of at least 40,000, without weakening internal 
defence improvidently. 

I have sent to the Court a despatch on the subject of the 
College, with respect to which I understand a representation 
is to be made to the Board. I propose delaying the depaiS 
ture of the overland express for some days, with a view of 
transmitting our proceedings, together with my own senti- 
ments to your Lordship on this subject. 

Lord St. Vincent is preparing three sail of the line to re- 
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inforce your Indian squadron, and hopes to despatch them 
soon. I have requested a number of frigates, as it is of the 
utmost importance that you should be secured by numerous 
cruissers against the depredations which the enemy will attempt 
against the commerce* 

It affords me the highest satisfaction to observe that your 
Lordship’s decision was taken to remain in India, during the 
present critical circumstances of affairs. I trust your devo- 
tion to the public service will be rewarded by bringing the 
Mahratta differences to a termination the most satisfactory to 
our interests, after which I am sanguine enough to hope, that 
the present war may pass over without a shot being fired 
in India. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

Ever most sincerely yours, 
Castlereagh. 


No. CLIIL 

The Mmrquem Welle%ley to Lord Castlereagh. 

My DEAR Lord, Fort William, Dec. 15th, 1805. 

Your Lordship has been already apprized of the motives 
^hich had induced me to continue in this government beyond 
the period of the month of January 1803, with a view to the 
important crisis of affairs which had occurred in the Mah- 
ratta empire. Subsequent events have proved that I was not 
mistaken with regard to the importance of that crisis, and to 
the nature of my public duties as connected with it. 

I received with great satisfaction the determination of his 
Majesty’s ministers, and the Court of Directors upon the late 
settlement of the Carnatic. 

Your Lordship and the public being in full possession of 
the information upon which my decision respecting the affairs 
of the Carnatic was formed, I entertain no doubt that a 
correct judgment will be delivered upon the issue of any 
public discussion relative to that settlement. Having exer- 
cised my judgment upon * the question to the best of my 
ability, my duty appears to me to be completely discharged, 
and I retain no further solicitude upon the subject than that 
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such an arrangement of the affairs of the Carnatic as may 
appear to Parliament to be just, wise, and honourable, may 
he secured upon permanent foundations. 

Your Lordship’s superior understanding, and your high 
nfltisfl of the public interests and honour, have already led 
you to draw a just conclusion from the transactions in the 
Camwti<^ * and I am saldsfied that your sentiments on that 
subject will he confirmed by further deliberation, and wiU be 
maintained with the ability and energy, which have always 
distinguished your public opinions. 

The act of 1793 declares, that the “pursuit of schemes of 
conquest and extension of dominion in India, is repugnant to 
the wish, the honour, and policy of the nation." This dedap 
tory preamble introduces the regulation of preventibog the 
commencmnent of hostilities in India, in the conclusion of 
treaties of guarantee involving the contingency of war, without 
the express command and authority of the Court of Directors, 
or of the Secret Committee. 

No inference can be drawn from the letter or spirit of the 
act of 1793, to preclude the extension of the British territories 
in India, oy just and legitimate means, unconnected with 
schemes of conquest and irregular ambition. 

The extension of territory which followed the conquest of 
Mysore in 1799, might otherwise have been condemned on 
timilar grounds. That conquest as the result of a just and 
necessary war, and the transfer of the enemy’s dominions to 
our authority, although involving considerable extension of 
territory, was never deemed for that reason to be inconsistent 
with the policy of the act of 1793, but was declared to be 
justified by the same principles which had justified the C(Nn- 
mencement of the war. 

With the Nabob of the Carnatic, and with the Bajah of 
Tanjore subsidiary engagements were concluded by Lord 
Cornwallis in 1799, which eventually stipulated for a cons!- 
derable extension of the territory of the Company, in the 
contingency of ultimate fiulure on the part of those princes 
in the regifiar payment of the subsidy; but it never yet has 
' been contended that in the event of such fidlure, it woifid 
have been inconsistent the policy ot the act of 179|, to 
have insisted upon the right of the Company to demand the 
execution of - those articles of the respective subsidiiuy trea- 
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ties, which either in direct terms or by manifest implication 
entitled the Company to an extension of territory in commu- 
tation of the subsidiary payments. 

The Company on various occasions, with the authority of 
his Majesty, has expressed great anxiety to commute the 
subsidies of the Carnatic, and Tanjore, for adequate terri- 
torial security. It never has occurred until the present 
moment, to represent such a commutation as in any degree 
repugnant to the wish, the honour, or policy of the nation, 
or to the letter or spirit of the acts of regulation. 

On my arrival in India in April 1798, 1 endeavoured in 
conformity to my original instructions from the Court of 
Directors, to obtain a commutation of this nature in the 
Carnatic. Your Lordship is apprized of my repeated and 
anxious efforts to effect this object, and you are also informed 
that in pursuing it I followed the steps of Lord Hobart’s 
government, which had proceeded also under the commands 
of the Court of Directors. 

Lord Hobart and I were equally unsuccessfel, but our 
efforts have received the most unequivocal and frequent tes- 
timonies of public and official approbation, nor was an attempt 
ever hazarded to represent our endeavours for tiie improve- 
ment of the subsisting subsidiary engagements of the Com- 
pany in the Carnatic, as a systematic violation of the act of 
1793 ; although the success of those endeavours must have 
been accompanied by an extension of the territory of the 
Company in India. 

In the settlement of Mysore upon concluding subsidi- 
ary engagements with the Bajah of Mysore, I have already 
declared in my letter of the Sd (ff August 1799, to the Court 
of Directors, that my express purpose was to faciUtate the 
direct control of the Company over the whole territory of 
Mysore,' with a view to the more effectual security of the 
8td>sidy. In fact, the territory governed in the luune of the 
Bajah was actually annexed to the Company’s donunion, by 
that article of the subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam, which 
empowers the Company at any time to assume tiie direct 
management of the whole country.* But this treaty has not 
yet been quoted to prove the existence of a systematic plan 

' rUs has recently he$n done under the sanction of the home authori- 
ties.— 
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of territorial acquisition inconsistent with the policy of the 
act of 1793. 

In Tanjore, I effected in the year 1800, a commutation of 
subsidy founded on the spirit of my original instructions res- 
pecting the Carnatic, and accordingly the territory of Tanjore 
was annexed to the Company’s possessions. 

In the year 1800, a new treaty of subsidy was formed with 
tiie Nizams adverting to the uniform policy pursued by the 
Company since the act of 1793, to the tenor of my instruc- 
tions respecting the Carnatic, and to my experience of the 
evils resulting frem the existing systems of subsidy in Oude 
and the Carnatic, I formed the subsidiary treaty with the 
Nizam upon the principle of obtaining territorial security for 
the payment of the subsidy, instead of depending for the 
safety of those funds on the precarious power, and imperfect 
administration of an Indian government. 

The new treaties with the Rajah of Tanjore, and with the 
Nizam, have not hitherto been arraigned on the grounds 
recently stated. 

The treaties of Surat, and the treaties with the Guikowar, 
were founded on similar principles with those of Tanjore and 
Hyderabad, substituting territorial security for an engage- 
ment to pay the amount of the subsidy from the treasury of 
the state. The right to conclude a subsidiary engagement 
with the Guikowar was derived from that stipulation of the 
treaty of Salbye, which constitutes the Company to be the 
guarantee of tihe succession and government of the Guikowar 
state. 

The new subsidiary treaty concluded with the Nabob of 
Oude in November 1801, rested on the same foundations, 
and effected a commutation of all the Nabob Vizier’s engage- 
ments with respect to subsidy*and aid in war, fora cession of 
territory. 

. ’The treaty of Bassein recently concluded with the Peishwa 
proceeds on the same grounds. In renewing the ancient 
alliance between the Peishwa and the Company, it has con- 
stituted that alliance by a subsidiary engagement, and by a 
territorial cession formed upon the improved plan of policy 
repeatedly sanctioned by the authority of his Majesty, and 
of the East India Company, and already effected with other 
dependent states, in preference to that defective scheme of 
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subsidiary alliance which had produced innumerable evils in 
various parts of our dependencies in India, which for many 
years had constituted an annual theme of lamentation for all 
the governments in India, and for the honourable Court of 
Directors, and the policy of which appeared to have been 
exploded by the deliberate wisdom and long experience of 
that sage body. 

The transfer of the civil and military government of the 
Carnatic to the Company, was warranted by the justice and 
necessity of that proceeding, founded upon the forfeiture 
incurred by Mahomed Ali, and Omdut ui Omra, and upon 
the dangers which menaced the security of the Company’s 
rights on the coast of Coromandel, in consequence of the 
treachery of those faithless and abandoned characters. The 
justification of this proceeding rests upon principles similar 
to those by which war is justifiable against any public enemy, 
and the extension of territory which accompanied the prose- 
cution of a just and legitimate public right, cannot be con- 
demned upon any principles correctly derived from the act 
of 1793. 

In prosecuting the just rights of the Company agamst the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, I resorted to my original instructions 
respecting the Carnatic; and I framed the new settlement 
with reference to the acknowledged expediency of effect- 
ing commutation of the subsidy for territorial security, and 
of rescuing the Carnatic from the evUs of divided govern- 
ment and conflicting power, by establishing over that pro- 
vince one distinct authority in the hands of the Company, 
with a hberal provision for the Nabob and his family. I 
am at a loss to comprehend the application of the act of 
1793, to any part of this transaction. 

The acquisitions of territory which have been accomplished 
in India during -my administration, have proceeded either 
from the successful prosecution of war, or from forfeiture 
in consequence of the violation of dependent alliances, or 
lastly from the improvement of existing, or the formation of 
new treaties of subsidy and guarantee. The first descrip- 
tion includes those provinces and possessions of Tippoo 
Sultaun, retained by the Company under the partition treaty 
of Mysore. The second description consists of the posses- 
sions of Omdut ul Omra in the Carnatic; and the last com- 
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prehendg the territories commuted for subsidy by the Rajah 
of Tanjore, by the Nizam, and by the Nabob of Oude, and 
the territories ceded in payment of subsidy by the Nabob of 
Surat, by the Guikowar, and ultimately %y the Peishwa* 

The records of the Company will furnish your Lordship 
with sufficient evidence' that every extension of territory ac- 
quired under each of these classes, has originated in princi- 
ples not only strictly conformable to the act of 1793, but to 
the general maxims of justice and policy, applicable to our 
Indian empire. 

No extension of territory has been acquired otherwise than 
by the prosecution of just and necessary war, or of just and 
legitimate public right; the result of these acquisitions has 
not involved the necessity of defending any territory, which 
had not^ previously furnished increased means of offensive 
war to our enemies, or which we were not previously bound 
to defend either by the obligation of positive treaty, or of our 
own manifest interest. Our means of defence in every case 
are now greatly augmented, by the annexation of the civil 
and inilitary government of the territories, from which we 
derive the nuHtary resource applicable to defray the chargb 
of their respective protection and security. 

With regard to the question of the floating debts of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, I have already intimated my opinion 
to Hr. Addington, as far as it appeared to me proper to offer 
any opinion^ whfle the settlement of the Carnatic remains in 
suspense in Parliament, after a public notification of an inten- 
tion to subject that settlement to the result of a parliamentary 
enquiry* 

I trust that your Lordship will not recognize any part of 
the NaboVs unconsolidated debt, without previous investiga- 
tion under the authorily of the legislature. When that au- 
thority shall have been furnished, I shall he fully prepared 
to offer my sentiments on every branch of the subject. 

In the meanwhile I have the hmiour to enclose for your 
Lordship’s notice, extracts of the opinions which I have 
already econmunicated to Mr. Addington in a private letter*^ 

I cannot suppose that the condition of the Company witli 

* Prirats aad cosftfeotial latter to Mr. Aldington, datadi' 

12tli, IS03 (see Introdoctioo.) 
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relation to any part of its territorial possessions in India, can 
be considered to be similar to that of a private individual 
proprietor of a landed estate. The Company with relation 
to its territory in India, must be viewed in the capacity of a 
sovereign power. If any other principle be recognized, and 
the Company be permitted to hold the nominal sovereignty 
of India, endless confusion must ensue ; in such an extremity 
no possible remedy could save this country from anarchy and 
ruin, but the instantaneous assumption of the direct execu- 
tive power of the British possessions in India, by the Crown 
of the United Kingdom. 

If any accommodation with the Nabob’s creditors should 
be attempted, it appears to me that the proposition which 1 
offered to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, in my letter of the 24th 
of April 1799, would form an eligible basis of such an ar- 
rangement. But in the present circumstances, it would not 
be advisable to recognize any part of the debt, without pre- 
vious enquiry under authority from Parliament to the Court 
of Directors, and from the Court of Directors to the Govern- 
ment General, 

Your Lordship’s observations respecting the settlement of 
Glide, and the conduct of Mr. Henry Wellesley in the 
negotiation of the treaty with the Vizier, and in the super- 
intendance of the provincial government of that country, 
have afforded me the highest satisfaction. On this subject 
your Lordship has received such ample details by the Swallow 
packet, as preclude the necessity of any further remark from 
me. 

It has been a matter of great surprize as well as of con- 
siderable satisfaction to me to have found myself enabled 
within so short a space of time to establish the regular civil 
authority of the Company, in a country of which the disor- 
derly and lawless state under the government of our ally the 
Vizier had long afforded occupation to the main body of the 
army of Bengal ; I should have deemed it a reasonable com- 
promise for the Court of Directors, to have secured the 
settlement of the country, and the regular introduction of 
their civil servants at the expiration of a military commission 
of the duration of five or seven years. 

I feel however considerable pleasure in assui'ing your 
Lordship, that although the tranquillity of that province is 

VOI 4 . HI. 2 m 
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not yet completely secured, and although the final settlement 
of the Doab may hereafter require the employment of autho- 
rity, great advantages have been derived in the prosecution 
of the present war, from the improvements already accom- 
plished in the state of Oude, under the operation of the 
commission over which Mr. Henry Wellesley presided. 

With regard to the policy and justice of the treaty of 
Lucknow, and to the recent settlement of Oude, your Lord- 
ship’s letter (to which I have now the honour to reply) 
expresses a sanguine hope that I shall receive the approba- 
tion of the honourable Court. On this question, as on the 
subject of the Carnatic, my duty has been completely dis- 
charged, by applying the most assiduous exertion of my 
judgment to the formation of a settlement on principles 
which appear to me to be just, expedient, and desirable, and 
by submitting to the Court of Directors the grounds of my 
decision. I entertain no further anxiety on any part of this 
question, than that the public interests in Oude should be 
saved for my country ; and if the honourable Court should 
be pleased to condemn the arrangements by which I have 
saved those interests from ruin, I trust that the wisdom and 
justice of that body will amend my errors, and reform the 
present government of the ceded provinces. 

My correspondence with the Secret Committee upon the 
subject of Finance, embraces every point stated by your 
Lordship upon that important question. Ko doubt can exist 
that if the prime cost of investment in India be regularly 
supplied with bullion from Europe for a few years, every 
object in yoqr Lordship’s contemplation will be fully secured. 

War with France, unless extended to India by active 
operations of the French will not materially retard the pro- 
gress of your Lordship’s plan for the reduction of the debt. 

War in India must be expected to produce a temporary 
delay. The war in which we are now engaged has however 
been attended with so large and immediate an increase of 
revenue, that I trust our accounts at the close of the year will 
appear highly favourable; and as an early peace may be ex- 
pected on terms of considerable advantage, and of permanent 
duration, the ultimate result of your Lordship’s plan for the 
reduction of the debt will I trust, be rather accelerated than 
ietarded by the events of the present war. 
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1 cannot close this letter without repeating to your Lord- 
ship the sincere expressions of my high respect, and entire 
confidence. It is due to that confidence to apprize your 
Lordship, that you will find the primary object of all my 
views to be, the success of your Lordship’s just, and wise 
plans for the prosperity and honour of this empire. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great respect and regard, 
my dear Lord, 
always yours most faithfully, 

Wellesley. 


No. CLIV. 

Major-General Welleeley to the Marquess Wellesley, 

My Lord, Camp at Elicbpoor, Dec. 17th, 1803. 

I have the honour to enclose the English, Mahratta, 
and Persian copies of a treaty of peace, which I have this day 
concluded with Jeswunt Rao Ramchunder the vakeel of the 
Rajah of Berar.* 

I have made the treaty in the name of the British Govern- 
ment, and its allies generally, and have engaged that it shall 
be ratified by your Excellency only. The reasons for omit- 
ting to name the allies in the treaty, and to engage that they 
shall ratify it will become sufficiently obvious, when the cha- 
racter and conduct of the government of these allies will be 
recollected. 

It will remain with your Excellency to give such orders as 
you may think proper to the Residents at the difierent Dur- 
bars to obtain the assent of the allies to the treaty ; but I 
should imagine that the Rajah of Berar will be satisfied with 
your Excellency’s ratification. 

The cesssions under the treaty are made to the British 
Government and its allies, and I have drawn it in this manner 
in order that your Excellency may have an opportunity of 
disposing of them hereafter in such manner as you may think 
proper. As soon as the Rajah will ratify the treaty, I pro- 
pose to desire the officers of the Soubadar of the Deccan to 
take charge of the countries ceded in this quarter, but I shall 


* See Appendix. 
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request the Resident at Hyderabad to apprize his Highness’s 
minister that, that must be considered only a temporary 
arrangement, and that all acquisitions must be liable to be 
disposed of hereafter, when peace will be made with all the 
powers engaged in the war. 

I waited to be able to define more accurately the bounds 
of the cession of the province of Cuttack, but I had no infor- 
mation upon the subject; Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt stated 
his opinion, that it would be convenient if the districts of 
Sohnpoor and Boad were ceded, besides Cuttack, and Mr. 
Melville says, that it would be convenient to add to the 
province of Cuttack countries which would h^ve joined the 
northern Circars with the province of Bundleciind. But upon 
a reference to the map which is all the information that I 
could procure, I found, that even the first would have in- 
creased the extent of the demand on that side to such a 
degree, as to make it necessary to give up a part of what I 
, demanded on this side, or to risk the conclusion of the treaty 
altogether. 

I learn also by a late letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Har- 
court, that he has commenced negotiations with the Rajahs 
of Sohnpoor and Boad, and if he should conclude them by 
treaties, those districts will be added to the Company’s terri- 
tories under the 10th article of the treaty of peace ; if he 
should not, it is certain that the Company will not have for 
Cuttack, the boundary for which Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt 
wished, but I do not doubt but that that province will have 
a very good boundary. 

By the 3d article the Company and their allies gain on this 
side, the -province of Berar, and the frontier of the Soubadar 
of the Deccan will be carried to the Wurdah river. The 
countries thus ceded are an old possession of the Soubadars 
of the Deccan, the revenues of which have been collected by 
them and the Rajahs of Berar in difterent proportions, at 
different times : when the latter were admitted to a participa- 
tion of them, they received one-fifth, afterwards a fourth, the 
half by treaty, and latterly four-fifths by exaction and vio- 
lence. It appeared to me to be an object of greater impor- 
tance to get rid of the Rajah of Berar entirely from this fine 
country, than to secure an additional barrier for Cuttack. 

Tlu' revwMuics of Berar on the side of the Wurdah, are 
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computed to amount to about one crore of rupees. The 
Rajah had appropriated entirely to himself countries the re- 
venues of whiclx are computed to have been ten lacs of rupees, 
and the remainder under different treaties was to be divided 
» equally between him and the Soubadar of the Deccan. How- 
r ever, I have reason to believe from the conferences during 
the negotiations, that the Rajah of Berar never received 
more than thirty lacs, as his share of the countries on this 
side of the Wurdah. 

Territory of this value was a great object to gain in this 
quarter, considering the probable circumstances of the peace 
with Scindiah, but whatever may be the real value of the 
acquisitions, a great object is gained by defining the frontier 
of the Rajah towards the Soubadar of the Deccan, and by 
his renunciation of all claims of every description, not only 
on the countries ceded, but on the other territories of the 
Soubadar. 

In the course of the conferences in the negotiation, the 
minutes of which I will have the honour of transmitting as 
soon as they can be copied, the Rajah’s minister declared 
repeatedly, and I have reason to believe with some truth, that 
the demands made were of the finest and most val?mble parts 
of his territories. 

By the 4th article I have agreed that the Rajah shall have 
possession of the Forts of Nernullah and Gaweilghur. In 
fact these forts are of a greater importance to the power 
which remains in possession of the mountains, than to that 
which possesses the plains ; without these, the Rajah could 
not have exercised the powers of his government over the 
Gondwana Rajahs in those mountains, (a race of people who 
above all others require restraint) and to have given them to 
the Soubadar of the Deccan would have added nothing to 
his Highness’s power. 

I consented to the 5th article, because the districts in the 
plains immediately under the hills will always be liable to the 
depredations of the inhabitants of the hills ; the loss to the 
Soubadar’s government will be but trifling, in comparison 
with that which it would incur if the Rajah were not in- 
terested as he will now be, to restrain the incursions of the 
hill people into the plains. 

The 7th article provides that the honourable Company are 
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to arbitrate between the Rajah and the Soubadai* of the 
Deccan, and the Peishwa* The Rajah’s minister was desir- 
ous that I should consent to confirm all grants and treaties 
made heretofore by those powers, but I refused this on the 
ground that I would not consent to any thing of which I had 
no knowledge. I then proposed the mediation and arbitra- 
tion of the British Government, and its justice as the best 
security the Rajah could have for his claims upon the 
Soubadar of the Deccan and the Peishwa, which proposal 
was accepted. 

The territory which the Rajah wished to secure by this 
demand was the province of Gurry Mundelah, of which he 
ought to collect the revenues in participation with the Peishwa, 
but I imagine that he has lately seized the whole for his 
own use. 

At all events it appears to me, to be an important point 
gained and highly honourable to the character of the British 
Government, that even its enemies are willing to appeal to 
its justice, against the demands of its allies. 

There was no objection on the part of the Rajah’s minister 
to the 8 th or 9th articles of the treaty. The last clause was 
added to the 8 th by his desire, after the treaty had been 
drawn up. 

The lOih article is one of considerable importance 5 the 
minister appeared to feel the full extent of the engagements 
to which it bound the Rajah, and expressed the greatest un- 
easiness upon the subject. He said, that after ceding Berar 
and Cuttack, the Rajah had no territories, excepting what he 
conquered from the Zemindars, Rajahs, &c. and that by this 
article he might he bound to give up the whole of his territo- 
ries. I told him that whatever might be the consequence 
the article was indispensable, and must be agreed to, that 
peace would not have been agreed to, if the British Goveiyi- 
ment had wished for the destruction of the Rajah’s state ; 
and that it certainly was not intended that the article 
should apply to more cases than were absolutely necessary to 
preserve the good faith of the British Government, and I 
promised him that the British government would apply it to 
as few cases as was possible consistently with an adherence 
to good faith. 

The Vakeel was satisfied with this assurance, which I re- 
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quested him to convey to the Rajah, as I think it probable 
that this article will be that to which his Durbar will have 
the strongest objections. 

I had demanded an hostage for the performance of the 
10th article of the treaty j but upon considering all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, it appeared to me that the best 
security the British government could have would be its 
strength and continued success, and I therefore deter- 
mined not to persist in that demand. In giving his answer 
upon it, the Vakeel said, that the Rajah would send to me 
whoever I pleased, excepting his brother, his son, or his 
nephew, who are the only persons whose detention in my 
camp might possibly be a security against his hostility. 

It appeared to me that he would not consent to send any 
of those persons, and the presence of any other would cer- 
tainly have been useless. Upon the whole, therefore, I 
thought it best not to persist in a demand with which he 
would not comply, and which might have risked the whole 
treaty. 

I hope that your Excellency will approve of, and ratify 
this treaty. It appears to me to provide for all essential 
points, at the same time that it leaves the Rajah’s govern- 
ment in existence and strengjfh. I should have demanded a 
sum of money, but I think there is reason to believe that the 
Rajah of Berar is as poor as the other Mahratta chieftains. 

I have written to Mr. Webbe to inform him that I have 
agreed to this treaty, and to request him to prepare to set 
out for Nagpore as soon as possible. In the mean time, I 
propose to send the Hon. Mr. Elphinstone to the Rajah, to 
act as Resident till the arrival of Mr. Webbe. 

In case your Excellency should ratify the treaty, I request 
that the ratification may be sent to the Resident at Hyderabad, 
to be forwarded either to Mr. Elphinstone or to Nagpoor, 
according to circumstances, as I might be at a great distance, 
and the ratification might not reach the Rajah in the time 
specified. 

Upon the occasion of mentioning Mr. Elphinstone,’* it is but 


* Mr. Elphinstone wa| highly distinguished in the College of Fort 
William, was afterwards an assistant in the Governor-General's office, 
and has since been Governor of Bombay. — [Ed ] 



536 THE MARQUESS WEELESUKY TO DoC. 

justice to that gentleman to inform your Excellency, that I 
have received the greatest assistance from him since he has 
been with me. He is well versed in the language, has ex- 
perience and a knowledge of the interests of the Mahratta 
powers, and their relations with each other, and with the 
British government and its allies* He has been present in 
all the actions which have been fought in this quarter during 
the war, and at the sieges, and is acquainted with every 
transaction that has taken place, and with my sentiments 
upon all subjects. 

I therefore take the liberty of recommending him to your 
Excellency. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

ArTHUK WeXiLBSLEV, 


No, CEY. 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Castlereagk 

My dear Lord, Fort William, December Mtb, 180$. 

Your Lordship will have perceived by my letter of July, 
1803, that, at that period of time, apprehensions were enter- 
tained in India, that the force of the French and Dutch in 
these seas might have proved superior to his Majesty’s 
squadron, in the event of a junction between the French and 
Batavian forces. At present, however, according to the 
best information, the strength of the French at Mauritius is 
confined to the ships stated in the margin.’*^ No positive 
information has been received of the amount of the Dutch 
force at Batavia and in the Eastern Seas ; but I have reason 
to believe that it does not exceed the force noted in the 
margin.f 

I have also noted in the margin,$ for your Lordship’s in- 

^ Marengo, 74 guas 5 La Semtlknte, 44 5 La Belle Poule, 40 1 Le 
Coi^ D^Or, an armed transport ; a small corvette, name unknown ; L*Ata- 
lar^, 44 guns, lately at Muscat, and at present supposed to be on the 
Malabar coast. 

t At Batavia, 4 skips of 64 guns each, names unknown $ these skips 
are very badly manned, and tke crews sickly. At Amboyna, Banda, and 
Ternate, 2 kcavy frigates and 2 corvettes. 

I Strength and disposition of tke naval force under tke command of 
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formation^ the strength of his Majesty’s squadron, and of the 
ships armed at Calcutta for the protection of this port. 

The proportion of silver hitherto received in India, during 
the present season, is stated for your Lordship’s' notice in 
the margin** 

Your Lordship will remark, in the enclosed account, the 
great excess of the estimated prime -cost of investment in 
India during the present season, beyond the bullion and 
other supplies received from England, and also the excess of 
supplies to China and Ceylon. 

Although I am apprehensive that these circumstances, to* 
gether with the existing war with the Mahratta chiefs, may 
delay for the present season the progress of your Lordship’s 
plan for the reduction of debt in India, I repeat my entire 
confidence in the ultimate success of that plan ; and I en- 
tirely concur with your Lordship in opinion, that, with due 
exertion at home in the transmission of silver, a reduction of 
debt may be efiected in India, in time of peace with France 
and with the native powers, to the extent of two millions 
annually 5 and in time of war with France, unconnected with 
hostilities against any native power, to the extent of one mil- 
lion. The latter branch of this calculation indeed appears 
to me to be extremely moderate ; and 1 am inclined to hope 
that even in the present year, if we should be enabled, ac* 

- ' — 1 — ■ — - 

Vice-Admiral Rainier. At Bombay and on the Malabar coast 
74 guns, guardsbip, IM up j Tremendam^ 74 j Trident^ 64 5 hancaster^ 
64 ; 50 j Fiorenfto, 40 j jyedatgneusdj 36 ; Fow, 32 j Alba^ 

trm, 18. At Calcutta i^Bufalae, 12 guns, store ship ; to return to Nor- 
folk Island. In the Bay of Bengal and in the Straits of Malacca : — 
Sheerness^44i JFilheimina, 36, arm4een flute; Caroline, Concorde, 
36; Terpsichore, 32 i rtetor, IS; Basher, IS; Rattlesnake, \S, oX Vnnee 
of Wales Island, Ships armed at Calcutta for the protection of the port : 
^liOrd Castlereagh, 48, fltting out ; Lady Castlereagh, 42 ; Teignmouth, 
20 1 Waller, 16 ; two gun boats to be launched at the end of this month, 
each to carry four 18-pounder long guns, and eight 18-pounder car- 
ronades. The Bombay frigate is also employed for the protection of this 
port, 

♦ Total amount received in India, including charges as late as the 17th 
of Dec. je492,280; add consignment by the Princess Mary not yet re- 
ceived, 46100 , 820 ; total to be received, ;6693,1 00. Total supply from 
Bengal, 2,45,93,658 S.R.; to be supplied from England, 1,25,99,076 
S.R. ; excess 1,19,94,482 S. K. to be supplied from Bengal. See detailed 
memorandum annexed to this despatch. 
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cording to my expectations, to conclude a peace with the 
Mahratta chieftains, the final result of our accounts will be 
satisfactory to your Lordship. 

I return your LoIrdship many thanks for the able and satis-* 
factory statement which you have had the goodness to trans** 
mit to me with regard to the causes of the renewarof war 
with France, and of the state of our preparations, and of the 
temper of the nation. 

Every British spirit must be animated with zeal and deter- 
mination in the cause in which his Majesty’s ministers are 
now engaged ; and your Lordship may rest assured of my 
entire devotion to that cause, and of my resolution, in what- 
ever situation I may be placed, to contribute every effort 
within my power to the success of his Majesty’s counsels and 
arms in this great contest. 

Your Lordship’s expressions with respect to the state of 
India, have afforded me the most cordial satisfaction; and 
X assure your Lordship that no human consideration shall 
ever induce me to abate the ardent zeal of my service in the 
station which I occupy ; nor is there any sacrifice, excepting 
that of my honour, which I am not prepared to make for the 
purpose of preserving the interests committed to my charge. 

I derived great pleasure from receiving your Lordship’s 
approbation of the subsidiary treaty of Bassein connected 
with the treaty with the Guikowar ; and I am persuaded that 
you will equally approve the measures which became abso- 
lutely necessary for the maintenance of our alliance with the 
Peishwa against the aggression, violence, and encroaching 
spirit of two of the. Mahratta chieftains. 

Although those ineasures have occasioned the most exten- 
sive military operations, and the most severe contest which 
has ever taken place with any native power in India, I trust 
that the great work of pacifying India, and of establishing 
the British dominion on solid foundations is now accom- 
plished. Much expence has been incurred, and many valu- 
able lives have been lost ; but the most important additions 
have been made to the resources, power and glory of thi«r 
empire. 

A temporary interruption has necessarily occurred in the 
progress of the plan for the reduction of Indian debt ; but 
great advantages have been acquired with a view to the ulti^ 
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mate security of that object ; and the ultimate extinction of 
French influence in India will be riewed by your Lordship 
with satisfaction. 

I am not aware of any stipulation in the treaty of Salbye 
which could cast a just doubt upon the right of the Guikowar 
to conclude a treaty of subsidy with the Company without 
the consent of the Peishwa. The Peishwa’s rights in the 
Guikowar state were expressly reserved. 

I have derived great pleasure from the circumstances 
which have enabled me to subvert the power of the Mahratta 
chiefs and their French auxfliaries, without any interruption 
of the Company’s commercial investment. Whatever may 
have been the views of France towards India, I should ima- 
gine that the events of Ijhe war with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and the Rajah of Berar, must close every rational pros^ct 
of disturbing the British empire in the East, provided an 
adequate military establishment be maintained m a state of 
efficiency and vigour within these possessions. 

In referring to the next paragraph of your Lordship s letter 
on the subject of the discharge of debt in India during a 
season of war with France, I can only request your Lord- 
ship’s notice to the accounts and estimates of the present 
year, and to the various ohservations in my several des- 
patches connected with the state of the finances in Inma. 

I entirely concur in the wisdom and justice of the plan 
proposed by your Lordship for an arrangement with the cre- 
ditors of the Nabob of the Carnatic. Your Lordship, how- 
ever. I am persuaded, wiU estabUsh a due distinctoon Ween 
the assignment of a fund for the payment of the Nabobs 
debts, and the admission of the several claims. 

It will be essential to the due administration of 'he gov^- 
ment in India, that no claims should be admitted without 
a regular investigation under a competent authority constt- 
tuted upon principles which shall afford sufficient secunQr 

*®Yom Lordship’s arrangement appears to me to be entir^F 
unexceptionable, if the principle which I have takpn the 
liberty of submitting to your Lordship be duly observed. 

The most eUgible mode of carrying the plan into execution 
would be, after the assignment of the fund, to empowr the 
Governor-General in council to nominate a commission for 
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the purpose of investigating the several claims, and of re- 
porting upon them to the Governor-General in council whose 
award upon the subject ought to be rendered final. 

No other alternative exists, without danger of considerable 
abuse, unless the whole question could be referred to a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons. I apprehend that such a 
committee would prove incompetent to a just decision of the 
various local questions which would arise under the proposed 
investigation. 

In acknowledging this despatch, I have the honour to refer 
your Lordship to my despatches to Lord Hobart, by which 
you will perceive that I have found it necessary to place a 
garrison in Goa, under the permission of the Viceroy, as the 
only practicable mode of securing that place from surprize. 
I trust that this act will not afford a pretext to France for 
commendng war with Portugal 5 but I am inclined to expect 
that the French wiU not have waited for any such pretext ; 
and your Lordship wUl remark, that no other measure could 
have afforded any prospect of saring Goa firom France. 

I have not yet received the declaration of hostilities against 
the Batavian Republic ; the event, however, was not unex- 
pected. 

Your Lordship will observe by my despatch of the 28th 
October, 1803, to Lord Hobart, that the fortifications of 
Cochin have been demolished, and that we have retained 
possession of all the French and Dutch settlements on the 
continent of India. 

I am extremely happy to find that my continuance in India 
is approved by your Lordship ; and I trust that the glorious 
result of the war with the Mahratta chieftains will preclude 
the possibility of auy contest with France upon the continent 
of India. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

WEEtBSlEY, 
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The Marquess Wellesley to the Kinq^s Most Excellent Majesty^ 

Fort Waiiam, December 22nd, 1803* ** 

Lord Wellesley has the honour to submit to your Majesty’s 
gracious consideration a narrative of the recent transactions 
in India^ which have occasioned a war irith the confederate 
Mahratta chiefs, aided by a party of French officers. 

The narrative also contains a statement of the military 
operations conducted under the orders of the Governor- 
General in council by your Majesty’s officers. 

In the operations of the war, your Majesty’s arms have 
triumphed in every quarter of India, and the result of a glo- 
rious and uninterrupted course of victories has extinguished 
the last remnant of French influence in India, and has con- 
firmed the stability of the British empire in the East. 

In the station which Lord Wellesley holds by your Ma- 
jesty’s royal indulgence and favour, it is his duty to solicit 
your Majesty’s gracious notice to the distinguished merits of 
such of your Majesty’s officers as have principally contributed 
to accomplish the splendid events of the late campaign in 
India. 

With the most cordial satisfaction and sincere zeal. Lord 
Wellesley humbly ofiers to your Majesty an earnest recom- 
mendation of the eminent services of General Lake, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of your Majesty’s forces. Every loyal sub- 
ject of the United Kingdom, every heart susceptible of at- 
tachment to your Majesty’s royal person, family, and govern- 
ment, or to the welfare and glory of your Majesty’s empire, 
must be inspired with the warmest sentiments of admiration 
and gratitude in contemplating the judgment, skill, and 
valour displayed by General Lake in conducting the opera- 
tions of the army in Hindostan. 

A particular statement of the services of General Lake is 


* The original of this letter was forwarded in the Belle packet, in 

charge of Colonel Nicolson, Aid-de-Camp to Lieut.-Gen. Lake, with di- 
rections to deliver it to Mr. Addington. The narrative enclosed was the 
printed paper, entitled notes on the Mahratta war.“[En.] 
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contained in the printed narrative which Lord Wellesley 
now submits to your Majesty as an official document, con- 
veying the recorded opinions of the Governor-General in 
council upon the merits of General Lake. 

The near relation which Lord Wellesley bears to Major- 
General Wellesley cannot exempt the Governor-General of 
these possessions from the public duty of affording a just 
tesfimony of applause to the distinguished services of that 
able and gallant officer. Lord Wellesley is, therefore, con- 
fident that your Majesty will be pleased favorably to accept 
his humble request that your Majesty will direct your notice 
to the conduct of Major-General Wellesley, as recorded in 
the printed narrative of the campaign in the Deccan; in 
which quarter of India Major-General Wellesley has held 
the chief command of the troops, with the utmost degree of 
reputation and honour, during the whole course of the late 
transactions in the Mahratta empire. 

Lord Wellesley, with the most unfeigned sentiments of 
loyalty, duty, and attachment, requests your Majesty’s per- 
mission to offer to your Majesty the most asealous eongratu-* 
lations on the brilliant success of your Majesty’s arms in this 
quarter of the globe ; and he assures your Majesty that he 
will employ the most assiduous endeavours to derive from 
the prosperous issue of the war the most speedy and effectual 
. means of establishing a general and durable pacification, and 
of augmenting the prosperity, strength, and honour of the 
British empire in Asia. 

Wellesley. 


No. CLVn. 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Bon. Henry Addington.* 

Sir, Fort William, Dec. 23 , 1803 . 

I have the honour to transmit a copy Of a printed statement 
recorded by my authority at Fort William, containing a nar- 
rative of the origin, conduct, and actual state of the war, in 
which I have been compelled to engage with the confederate 
Mahratta chiefs and their French officers. 


* A similar letter was addressed to Lord Hobart.— [E»*] 
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That statement, together with my despatches to the Court 
of Directors, and to their Secret Committee, will, I trust, 
enable you and his Majesty’s ministers to pass an early judg- 
ment upon my conduct on this important occasion; and it is 
my anxious wish, unless the public service should appear to 
you to oppose obstacles to such a discussion, that the justice, 
necessity, plan, and conduct of the war, together with the 
comprehensive system of policy which it embraces, shouM 
receive the solemn judgment of his Majesty and of Parlia- 
ment, as soon as the documents now transmitted can be sub- 
mitted to both houses* 

I entertain a confident expectation that the deliberate re- 
sult of my conscientious opinion on the several important 
questions which have demanded my decision, and the mea- 
sures which I have adopted in consequence of that decision, 
will be sanctioned by the approbation of my sovereign and of ’ 
my country. 

My orders have been executed by the commanders, oflScers 
and troops employed in the present glorious campaign in 
Hindostan and the Deccan with a degree of alacrity, skill, 
and courage which demands the most unqualified admiration 
and gratitude. It is my particular duty to recommend to your 
most distinguished consideration the splendid and valuable 
services of General Lake, the coramander-in-chief in India, 
whose activity, judgment, professional ability, promptitude, 
perseverance, and ardent valour, have been the main sources 
of our unparalleled success in Hindostan ; while his integrily, 
humanity, and generous spirit have engaged the respect and 
attachment of the conquered provinces, and have augmented 
the reputation and honour of the British name in India. 

To this just testimony of the services of the commander- 
in-chief in Hindostan, it is my public duty to add the expres- 
sion of ray deliberate judgment upon the conduct of Major- 
Gtei^sral Wellesley, who commands the British army in the 
Deccan, opposed to the combined armies of Scindiah, and 
the Rajah of Berar, under the personal command of those 
chieftains. From the time of Major-General Wellesley’s 
march from the frontier of Mysore on the 9th of March to 
the date of his last signal victory on the 29th of November, 
his success has been uninterrupted and brilliant, and he has 
secured the most solid advantages to the cause of the allies ; 
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through the entire course of his eminent services in the 
Deccan^ he has displayed all the qualities of a most able, 
skflful, and gallant officer, together with those principles of 
justice, honour, and moderation, which are calculated to re* 
fleet additional lustre upon the triumphs of our arms, ob- 
tained under his personal command. 

The detailed statements will inform his Majesty’s ministers 
of the particular services of General Lake at Coel, Alighur, 
Delhi, Agrah, and Laswaree; and of Major-General Wel- 
lesley at Poonah, Ahmednuggur, Assaye, and on the plains 
of Argaum. 

In addition to these military operations, General Lake has 
rendered the most useful assistance in the deliverance and 
establishment of the unfortimate emperor Shah Aulum at 
Delhi, in the settlement of the conquered provinces, and in 
various negotiations with the chiefs and states on the borders 
of our north-western frontier, and on the banks of the river 
Jumna* 

Major-General Wellesley has also afforded most essential 
aid in conducting with the utmost judgment and discretion 
the restoration of the Peishwa to the supreme authority of 
the Mahratta empire, in conciliating the southern Mahratta 
powers, and in maintaining the efficiency of our alliance with 
the Nizam, as well as in conducting the preliminary negotia- 
tions of peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 

I have the honour to refer you to the documents trans- 
^ mitted by this conveyance for the recital of the various merits 
of the officers employed in other branches of the service 
under the respective commands of General Lake and of 
Major-General Wellesley. 

Lieut.-General Stuart commanding in chief at Fort St 
George, has afforded me the most zealous, able, and impor- 
tant co-operation in all the arrangements necessary to the 
completion of my plans for the campaign in the Deccan. I 
acknowledge with gratitude the assistance which I have de- 
rived from the experience, wisdom, zeal, and public spirit, of 
that highly distinguished and respectable officer, whose claims 
upon the approbation of his country, established by a long 
career of active service, have been augmented by his judicious 
execution of my orders on this occasion. From the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, in the hands of Lord Clive, I re- 
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ceived the same cordial and honourable support, which dis- 
tinguished the conduct of that upright, prudent, and zealous 
public servant in the memorable conquest of Mysore, and in 
every period of his faithful, exemplary, and brilliant admi- 
nistration of the affairs of Fort St. George. To Lord Clive 
I am indebted for the seasonable equipment, and for the com- 
plete preparation of the excellent army, which, under Major- 
General Wellesley’s command, has accomplished our recent 
success in the Deccan. His Lordship is also entitled to con- 
siderable praise for many of the early arrangements, con- 
nected with the position, movement, and supply of that branch 
of our force. Lord Clive is not responsible in any degiee 
for the origin of the war ; but I should be unjust to genuine 
merit, and to the noble public spirit and indefatigable exer- 
tions of the principal civil officer subject to my authority, if I 
denied to Lord Clive a considerable share in the success of 
the war ; or if I omitted my anxious request, that while the 
causes of hostilities shall be examined with reference to the 
conduct of the confederates, and to the yjithority of the Go- 
vernor-General in Council exclusively, the government of Fort 
St. George, and the name of Lord Clive, may be associated 
with the memory of our triumphs in India. 

Fr^ra Lord William Bentinck, since his Lordship’s arrival 
in India, I have experienced the most cordial and invariable 
support and co-operation. His Lordship has already mani- 
fested condderable judgment and discretion, with great atten-^ 
tion and zeal, and a spirit of prompt and cheerful obedience 
to the authority of this government. In any crisis of diffi- 
culty or danger, I rely with confidence on the useful assist- 
ance of Lord William Bentinck. I have the honour to re- 
quest that this communication, together with the documents 
to which it refers, may be submitted to his Majesty’s gracious 
notice, and I shall anxiously expect to receive the notification 
of his royal pleasure respecting my conduct, and to be fa- 
voured with the early judgment of Parliament. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect and esteem, Sir, 
your most faithful and obedient servant, 

Wellesley. 
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No* nLVIIL 

Tht Qimemw-Qmeral m Council to the Bonourahle the Secret Committee 
of the Court of Directcri. 

Honoxtrable Sirs, Fort William, December 28, 1803* 

On the Slst of October, the Governor-General in council 
had the honour to communicate to your honourable Com- 
mittee the progress of transactions connected with the opera- 
tions of the war in which the British Government is engaged 
with the Rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah,ito the 
latest date of our advices*^ 

The Governor-General in council has now the honour to 
continue the narrative of the transactions and operations of 
the war* 

After the glorious victory obtained at Assye on the SSd 
of September, under the command of the honourable Major- 
General Wellesley over the forces of the Rajah of Berar and 
Dowlut Rao Seindiah, the confederates having collected the 
remmns of their broken armies, moved to the westward along 
the bank of the Taptee, with a view to proceed to thi south- 
ward by the Caserbary Ghaut, and to prevent General Wel- 
lesley proceeding northward against Scindiah’s city of Boor- 
hanpoor, and the strong and important fortress of Asseerghur* 

This movement induced General Wellesley to remain to 
the southward with the division of the British army under 
his immediate command, in order to check the operations of 
the confederates in that direction, General Wellesley how- 
ever determined to prosecute his original plan of operations 
against the fortress of Asseerghur, and accordingly directed Co- 
lonel Stevenson, who on the S5th of September bad descended 
the Adjuntee Ghaut in pursuit of the enemy, to continue his 
march to the northward, and to attack Boorhanpoor and 
Asseerghur* 

As soon as the confederates found that although General 
Wellesley remained with the division of the army under his 
immediate command to the southward of the Adjuntee Pass, 
he had detached a suflScient force for the reduction of Scin- 
diah’s important possessions to the northward of that pass, 
they altered their plan of operations* They separated their 
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armies, the Rajah of Berar proceeded towards Chandore and 
Scindiah made a movement to the northward, for the purpose 
of interrupting Colonel Stevenson’s operations against Asseer- 
ghur. General Wellesley therefore on the 16th of October 
marched again to the northward, and on the 19th descended 
the Adjuntee Ghaut. Scindiah halted as soon as he heard of 
General Wellesley’s movement to the northward, and after-* 
wards moved in an easterly direction towards Berar hy Mul-* 
kapoor, and though the valley formed by the Taptee and 
Pooma rivers. 

In the meanwhile General Wellesley received authentic 
accounts that the Rajah of Berar had passed through the 
hills which form the boundaries of Candeish, and had moved 
towards the river Godavery. General Wellesley therefore 
ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut on the 26th of .October, and 
continued his march to the southward on the 26th, and passed 
Aurungabad on the 29th of that month. 

Colonel Stevenson with the subsidiary force, serving with 
the Soubadar of the Deccan marched to Boorhanpore, a city 
belon^ng to Scindiah, and the capital of the district of Can- 
deish. That city was evacuated on Colonel Stevenson’s 
approach, and was occupied by the British troops on the 16th 
of October. On the 17th Colonel Stevenson advanced to 
Asseerghur, and on the 18th attacked and gained possession 
of the Pettah. On the 19th preparations were made for the 
siege of the fortress of Asseerghur belongmg to Scindiah, 
the key of the Deccan. A flag of truce with a summons to 
surrender the fort had been previously sent to the officer in 
command, who returned an equivocal reply. The operations 
against the fort were therefore continued, and on the 20th 
the batteries were opened ; in the course of an hour a signal 
was made from the fort indicating the Commandant’s accept- 
ance of the terms which Colonel Stevenson had offered to 
to the garrison. Those terms were that the garrison should 
be permitted to march out with their private property, and 
that their arrears should be discharged to the amount of 
20,000 rupees. On these terms the Fort of Asseerghur was 
surrendered to the British arms on the 21st of October. The 
number of killed and wounded of the troops under the com- 
mand of Colonel Stevenson during the operations against 
Asseerghur was inconsiderable. 
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Previously to the occupation of Boorhanpore nine officers 
and four serjeants, subjects of France and other European 
states surrendered themselves to Colonel Stevenson, under 
the proclamation of the Governor-General in council of the 
29th of August* 

Subsequently to the capture of Asseerghur Colonel Steven- 
son proceeded with the subsidiary force, and the contingent 
of his Highness the Soubadar of the Deccan to the eastward 
in pursuit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and Colonel Stevenson 
was directed by the Honourable Major-General Wellesley to 
prosecute his inarch as far as the fortress of Gavilghur the 
principal fortress in the possession of the Rajah of Berar, 
and to lay siege to that place* 

In the despatch of the 81st of October, the Governor-Ge- 
neral in council informed your honourable Committee that on 
the 6th of October, the honourable Major-General Wellesley 
received a letter from the enemy’s camp, requesitog that 
Major-General Wellesley would despatch a British officer, 
together with an officer of the Soubadar of the Deccan to the 
enemy’s camp, for the purpose of negotiating the tmrms oP 
peace between the allies and the confederated Mahratta 
chieftains; the motives which had induced Major-General 
Wellesley to refuse comphance with that request, were also 
stated to your honourable Committee on the 31st of October* 
The Governor-General in council at the same time expressed 
his expectation of the early receipt of intelligence of the dis- 
position of the confederate chieftains to despatch to the 
British camp an embassy duly authorized to negotiate the 
terms of peace. 

Subsequently to the despatch of Major-General Wellesley’s 
reply to the letter from the camp of the enemy, Major-Gene- 
ral Wellesley received various letters and messages on the 
subject of a pacification through different channels. All 
these communications however proceeded from persons un- 
authorized by official situation under the government of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to open negotiations on the part of that 
chieftain. In the first week of the month of November, a 
person of considerable rank named Jeswunt Rao Goorparah 
and another person of inferior rank named Naroo Punt Nana 


* See Appendix. 
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arrived from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp, in the camp of 
Majo^-General Wellesley, declaring themselves to be author 
rized by Scindiah to ;negotiate the terms of peace. 

At the first conference which Major-General Wellesley 
held with Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana on 
the 10th of November, .those persons could not produce 
powers from Scindiah to prosecute the negotiation. Major- 
General Wellesley therefore referred Jeswunt Rao Goorpa- 
rah and Naroo Punt Nana to Scindiah for full powers, in the 
meanwhile permitting those persons to remain in the British 
camp. 

Subsequently to the date of Major-General Wellesley’s 
conference with those persons, Major-General Wellesley 
received a letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah by which it 
appeared that Scindiah intended to appoint a person named 
Mahomed Meer Klfaun to negotiate the peace, and that 
Scindiah disavowed Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt 
Nana. On the receipt of that letter Major-General Wellesley 
sent for Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and his colleague, and held 
a conference with them on the ^Oth of November. The 
result of this conference confirmed Major-General Wellesley 
in the opinion which he had previously entertained, that not- 
withstanding the letter of Scindiah disavowing Jeswunt Rao 
Goorpara and Naroo Punt Nana, those persons had actually 
been sent to. the British camp, by the authority .of Scindiah, 
Major-General Wellesley deemed it to be probable that full 
powers would be transmitted to Jeswunt Rao Goorparah 
as soon as Scindiah should have been apprized of the ami-, 
cable reception of that agent in Major-Generdl Wellesley’s 
camp. 

Major-General Wellesley therefore considered it be 
advisable to state to that agent, and to his colleague, the 
dangers to wjbiich they were exposed by the defect of the 
necessary credmitials, and the moderation and favour which 
}md been manifested towards them by permitting them to 
ren^n with impunity in the British camp, than to dismiss 
them with disgrace. 

They accordingly retired from the conference of the 20th 
ofJt4[ovember highly satisfied with the 'treatment which they 
had received from Major-General Wellesley, an^ greatly 
disgusted with the evasive and equivocal conduct of their 
^employer. Qh the same day, in the course of two hours. 
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Naroo Punt Nana returned to Major-General Wellesley 
with a letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which was written 
by that chieftain in consequence of the reference made to him 
after the conference of the 10th of November, conveying 
powers to Jeswunt Rao Ooorparah and Naroo Punt Nana, 
to negotiate with Major-General Wellesley. 

The Governor-General in council will hereafter communi- 
cate to your honourable Committee the detail of the intrigues 
which appear to have prevailed in the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, with a view to direct the negociations for peace 
through various channels. These intrigues suggested doubts 
of the authenticity of the mission of Jeswunt Rao Goorparah 
and Naroo Punt Nana. 

It is manifest that various persons at the Durbar of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah have respectively endeavoured to become the 
channel of negociation; and Major-Geheral Wellesley is of 
opinion that Jeswunt Rao Goorparah has succeeded by exag- 
gerated reports of the solicitude of Major-General Wellesley 
for the conclusion of peace, and by encouraging ah expecta- 
tion that Major-General Wellesley would be induced to des- 
patch a British officer for that purpose to the camp of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

The course of the negociations for peace, and the general 
plan of pacification in Hindostan and the Deccan, will form 
the subject of a separate despatch to your honourable Com- 
mittee by an early opportunity, when the further progress of 
the conferences and negociations now pending shdl have en- 
abled the Governor-General in council to submit to your 
consideration a full view of his proceedings in the conduct of 
those important affairs. At present, it appears to be suffi- 
cient to inform your honourable Committee that, at the con- 
ference hejd with Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt 
Nana, on the 20th November, after the verification of their 
general powers from Scindiah, it appeared that those powers 
^ were still defective in the essential point of enabling the am- 
bassadors to conclude any of the several territorial compen- 
sations to the Company and the allies, which must form the 
basis of the peace with Scindiah. Major-General Wellesley, 
therefore; with great judgment, referred the ambassadors 
again to^ their chief for distinct powers to negociate those 
compensations. At this conference, Scindiah’s ambassadors 
earnestly solicited Major-General Wellesley’s consent to a 
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suspension of hostilities with Scindiah and the Bajah of 
Berar, which that officer granted to Scindiah exclusively. 

Your honourable Committee will observe, that by the terms 
of the armistice, the Rajah of Berar^was expressly excluded 
from the benefit of it ; it being obviously prudent not to allow 
either of the confederates to treat for the other, and the K^ah 
of Berar not having yet despatched any ambassador to the 
British camp, or manifested any inclination to conclude peace. 

The Governor-General in council entirely approved the 
conduct of Major-General Wellesley in refusing the pro- 
posed armistice to the Rajah of Berar, and in granting it to 
Scindiah. 

These transactions justified an expectation of the dissolu- 
tion of the confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar, and of the conclusion of a separate peace 
with the former of those chieftains. A despatch, however, 
was received on the 23rd December, from the Hon. Major- 
General Wellesley, under date the SOth Nov., communicating 
the intelligence that, on the 29th of November, an action had 
taken place between the combined armies of the confederated 
chieftains and those of Major-General Wellesley and Colonel 
Stevenson, which had terminated in the total defeat of the 
enemy, with the loss of all their artillery, amounting to thirty- 
eight pieces of ordnance, with ammunition, baggage, &c. with 
the slaughter of great numbers of their troops. 

The annexed copy of Major-General Wellesley's despatch 
of the SOth November,* contains the detail of this signal vic- 
tory, and of the insidious artifices by which Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah had evaded the first conditions of the armistice, and 
had united the remnant of his forces with those of the Rajah 
of Berar in a position close to Major-General Wellesley's 
army; in consequence of which act of treachery. General 
Wellesley had given notice to Scindiah’s ambassadors, pre- 
viously to the day of the action, that the armistice was inad- 
missihle, and that the British army would act against both of 
the confederates without delay. 

The Governor-General in council is happy to find that this 
decisive success has been obtained with inconsiderable loss 
on our side. 

The Governor-General in councU confidently trusts that 


♦ Seep. 472. 
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the ultimate objects of the war will be more speedily and 
completely obtained, in consequence of this signal defeat bf 
the combined arniies of the confederates, than could have 
been expected even by the conclusion of a separate treaty of 
peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

In the despatch of the 81st October, the Governor-General 
in council comm|unicated to your honourable Committee the 
intelligence of thje occupation of the sea port of Baroach, and 
of its dependent territory, by the British troops under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington, on the 29th of 
August After the capture of that place, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woodington proceeded to reduce the district of Champaneer, 
which was the only territory remaining to Scindiah in Guz- 
zeratj and subsequently attacked the fort of Powanghur, a 
strongly-fortified hill, with the town of Champaneer attached, 
situated about twenty-five miles east of Brodera, on the 
western confines of the province of Malwa* The town of 
Champaneer was attacked and carried by assault, with little 
loss on the part of the British troops ; and the fort was sum- 
moned to surrender. The Killedar having refused to comply 
with the summons, preparations were immediately made for 
the attack of the fort, which was to have been stormed on 
the 17th of September, when the fort capitulated, and was 
immediately occupied by the British troops. This success 
was followed by the reduction of the district of Godra, a ter- 
ritory belonging to Scindiah, in the province of Malwa, and 
contiguous to the district of Champaneer. Colonel Murray, 
who commands the British forces stationed^ in Guzzerat, hal9 
since been employed in settling the revenues of thb distrfcft 
of Godra. 

The captui^ of Boorhanpoor and Asseer-ghur* was followdfl 
by the subjection of Scindiah^s territory in Candeish, of whidh 
Boorhanpore is the capital; and that territory has for the 
present been delivered into the hands of the officers of hiS 
Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan. 

These successes have completed the conquest of the wholi 
of Dowlut Rao ScSndiah’s territorial possessions situated in 
Guzzmrat and south of the Nerbudda. 

The Governor-General in council has now the' honodiftb 
communicate to youT’hdnqurable Committee the prOgresk'bf 


* Tke capital of fikismraiv the re»idei»ee of the Gtfikowar. 
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the military operations and political arrangements in Hin- 
dostan, under the direction of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Cbief, subsequently to the reduction of Agra on the 17th 
of October, of which event information was transmitted to 
your honourable Committee in the despatch of the Governor- 
General in council of the 31st of October. 

The British army marched from Agra on the 27th of Oc- 
tober in pursuit of a force of the enemy, composed of fifteen 
of Monsieur Perron’s regular battalions (which had been de- 
tached by Scindiah from the Deccan, in the early part of the 
campaign, under the command of Monsieur Duderneg), and 
of two battalions which had effected their escape from Delhi 
after the battle of the 11th of September. During the siege 
of Agra, this force occupied a position about thirty miles in 
the rear of the British army, but made no attempt to inter- 
rupt the siege of that important fortress. It appears that 
these battalions of the enemy were destined to proceed to- 
wards Delhi for the purpose of attempting the recovery of 
that important post ; and the existence of so considerable a 
force of the enemy in Hindostan alarmed those native chief- 
tains who were disposed to unite with the British govern- 
ment, and encouraged all those who might be adverse to our - 
interests. The destruction of this force, therefore, became 
an object of the utmost importance. 

On the 81st of October, the British army made a march of 
twenty miles, and arrived and encamped at a short distance 
from the ground which the enemy had quitted the same 
morning. Possessed of this intelligence, the Commander-in- 
Chief determined to make an effort to overtake the enemy 
with all the cavalry of the army, intending tp delay the enemy 
by a light engagement until the British infantry should be 
able to effect a junction with the cavalry in advance, and if 
any confusion should be occasioned by this attack, to seize 
the enemy’s guns and baggage. With this view, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with the whole of the cavalry, marched at 
twelve o’clock, on the night of the 81st of October, and after 
a march of twenty-five miles, came up with the enemy at day- 
break, on the morning of the 1st of November, notwith- 
standing the difficulties which are opposed by the climate of 
India to the rapid movements of European troops. The 
distance marched by the army under General Lake, in the 
mornings of the SOfch and 31st of October, exceeded forty 
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miles, making the total distance marched by the army in 
forty-eight hours upwards of sixty-five miles. Previously to 
the march of the British cavalry, orders were given for the 
infantry to march at three o’clock in the morning. 

On the 1st of November, in the morning, when General 
Lake with the British cavalry overtook the enemy, the enemy 
appearing to he on his retreat, and in great confusion, the 
Commander-in-Chief was induced to try the effect of an 
attack with the cavalry alone, without awaiting the arrival of 
the infantry. The cavalry succeeded in breaking the enemy’s 
line, and in taking possession of some of the enemy’s guns ; 
but the fire of the enemy’s numerous and well-served artillery 
rendered it necessary to withdraw the cavalry out of the 
reach of the guns until the British infantry could approach. 
The British cavalry accordingly retired in perfect order, re- 
taining possession of part of the enemy’s artillery. 

On the arrival of the infantry, a general attack was made 
on the enemy, who, after along and vigorous resistance, were 
completely defeated, with the loss of all their bazars, camp 
equipage and baggage, a considerable number of elephants, 
camels and bullocks, seventy-two pieces of cannon, five thou- 
sand stand of arms thrown down on the field of battle, forty- 
four stands of colours, sixty-four tumbrils, completely laden 
with ammunition, together with three tumbrils of money, 
fifty-seven carts laden with matchlocks, muskets, and stores. 
Two thousand prisoners were taken and numbers slain. 

The resistance opposed by the enemy on this memorable 
occasion was more determined than any which the army under 
General Lake had experienced since the commencement of 
the campaign. 

The victory must principally be attributed to the admirable 
skill, judgment, heroic courage, and matchless activity of the 
Commander-in-Chief, whose magnanimous example, together 
with the recollection of his achievements at Coel, Alligurh, 
Delhi, and Agra, inspired general confidence and emulation. 

In the morning, General Lake led the charge of the ca- 
valry, and in the afternoon conducted in person, at the head 
of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, all the different attacks of 
the enemy’s line. 

The Commander-in-Chief displayed not only the most reso- 
lute fortitude and ardent valour, but the utmost degree of pro- 
fessional ability and knowledge, availing himself with admirable 
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promptitude of every advantage presented by the enemy, and 
frustrating every effort of the enemy’s obstinacy and boldness. 

The Governor-General in council desires to offer to your 
honourable Committee his congratulations on this most 
splendid and important victory, which has completed the 
subversion of Scindiah’s hostile power and formidable re- 
sources in Hindostan. 

Your honourable Committee will contemplate, with senti- 
ments of the highest admiration, the unexampled rapidity and 
success of the British arms in every part of India since the 
commencement of hostilities. 

From the 8th of August, the day on which hostilities com- 
menced, to the 29th of November, the date of the battle of 
Argaum in the Deccan, the British army has conquered all 
the possessions of Scindiah in Guzerat, the city of Boorhaun- 
poor in Candeish, together with all the territorial possessions 
of that chieftain situated to the southward of the Nerbuddah, 
the province of Cuttack in Orissa, the Mahratta dominions 
between the Jumna and the Ganges, the city of Delhi and 
the right bank of the Jumna, the city of Agra and the ad- 
joining territory ; has reduced by storm the fortified town of 
Ahmednuggur, the forts of Aljyghur, Baroach, and Cuttack, 
and by capitulation, after hsiving opened the batteries, the 
forts of Ahmednuggur, of Powanghur and Champaneer, the 
forts of Asseergurh and Agra, and has defeated the enemy in 
four general engagements — at Delhi, on the 11th of Septem- 
ber; at Assye, on the 33rd of September ; at Laswaree, on 
the 1st of November ; and on the plains of Argaum, on the 
39th of November. 

The defeat of the formidable force of the enemy assembled 
at Laswaree, has tended in a considerable degree to promote 
the success of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chfef s ne- 
gociations with the chiefs and states of Hindostan. 

The Commander-in-Chief has accordingly made consider- 
able progress in the various political arrangements con- 
nected with the exclusion of the Mahratta power from the 
Company’s frontier in Hindostan. 

The Commissioners appointed for the affairs of Cuttack 
have proceeded successfully in the settlement of that pro- 
vince, and have already realized a proportion of its revenues. 

The progress of our military operations and political ar- 
rangements, down to the date of this despatch, connected 
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with the war in which the British government is engaged, 
has been uniformly prosperous and successful in every quarter 
of India, and the speedy termination of hostilities may be 
expected to place the interests and security of the British 
empire in India on a basis of improved strength and power. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 

G, H. Barlow. 

UUNY. 

No. CLIX. 

LieuU^General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley, 

(Private.) 

My Lord, Camp, Beana, Dec. 28th, 1803. 

You win receive this by express, conveying a letter from 
Holkar-, and I feel happy to think that he means to be upon 
friendly terms. You may be assured that nothing shall happen 
on my part to cause him to alter these sentiments 5 but I own 
his actions do not appear to accord with his words. I can 
Tenture to assure your Lordship that he can do us no harm, 
as my frontier is too strongly guarded for any set of men to 
get past it. Lieut.-Col. White and Mr. Mercer were, on the 
26th inst,, within five coss of Gwalior, and had no doubt of 
being admitted quietly into the fort in a day or two. 

AH matters in Bundlecund seem to be going on perfectly 
well, and there will be a sufiicient force to enable us to de- 
tach from that part of the country, if necessary, towards the 
territory of the Berar Rajah ; but I flatter myself that a 
peace will soon take place, and prevent the necessity of such 
a movement. We have a report here, and which seems to 
deserve credit from the quarter whence it comes, that General 
Wellesley has given that chief a complete beating. God send 
it may be true. 

I write in haste, that no time should be lost in sending Hol- 
kar’s letter, who is so little to be depended upon, that I wish to 
know your Lordship’s opinions and directions respecting him. 

I shall remain here a few days, as it is a central position 
and good ground. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 
with attachment and affection, your devoted, 

G, Lake. 

P.S. — ^You may depend on my watching Holkar at every turn. 
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No. CLX. 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Court of Directors, 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Dec. 30tli, 1803. 

1. The important crisis of afikirs which has unexpectedly 
occurred in India having compelled me to engage in an ex- 
tensive and complicated system of military operations, con- 
nected with political negotiations and arrangements, which 
must deeply affect the interests and honour of the Company 
and the nation, I have deemed it to be my public duty to 
relinquish my intention for embarking for JEurope in the 
month of January, 1804. The same considerations have 
determined me to await in India the issue of those transac- 
tions which have originated during my administration in the 
course of the last year, 

I trust that this determination will be approved by your 
honourable Court ; and I entertain a confident expectation 
of being enabled to derive considerable advantage to your 
interests by conducting the depending negotiations for peace 
to a favourable issue. 

I have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient, ob%ed, and faithful servant, 

Welleslet. 


No. CLXI. 

Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess Wellesley, 

My Lord, Camp, Dec. 30th, 1803. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I have 
this day concluded with the vakeels of Dcwlut Rao Scindiah 
and signed a treaty of peace, copies of which in the English, 
Persian, and Mahratta languages, I have the honour to 
enclose. 

This treaty like that with the Rajah of Berar, is concluded 
in the name of the British Government and its allies generally, 
and the cessions are made to all the allied powers. It will 
remain with your Excellency to give orders to the Residents 
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at the different Durbars to procure the consent of the allied 
governments to the treaty, and to 'divide the conquests in such 
manner as you may think proper- 

By this treaty which I hope your Excellency will ratify, all 
the important objects detailed in your Excellency’s instruc- 
tions of the 27th of June are secured ; and the ground is laid 
for a more complete alliance with Scindiah’s Government ; or 
supposing that he should omit to take advantage of the terms 
offered to him, to ally himself more closely with the Com- 
pany’s Government, such an influence will he established in 
his, as will render it very improbable, that its means will ever 
he again directed against that of the Company. 

By the 2nd article of the treaty, Scindiah ecmsents to cede 
to the honourable Company all his territories north of the 
countries of the Rajahs of Jeypore, Jodepore, and the Rana 
of Gohud. A schedule is annexed to the treaty which con- 
tains the best account that can be procured of the revenue 
of those territories. 

Besides the territories included in the schedule, there are 
threp Pergunnahs also north of the countries of Jeypore, 
Jodepore, and Gohud, viz. Dholepore, Raree and Rajah- 
kerrah, which were formerly granted to the family of Scindiah 
in Enaum,* which have never been carried into the Duftersf 
under the head of lands in Hindustan, and have been consi- 
dered as the private property of Scindiah’s house. These 
Pergunnahs are to remain in his possession under certain 
stipulations which exclude his troops from the line fixed upon 
by your Excellency. 

Besides three Pergunnahs there are others, the Jagheer 
lands of the ladies of the family of the late Madhajee Scin- 
diah, and those of some of the principal Sirdars and ministers 
of Dowlut Rao, also not included in the schedule, which 
according to the 7th article are to remain in the hands of 
their present possessors under the protection of the British 
Government ; and the British Government is to give pensions 
or jagheers accordmg to its option, to Sirdars to be named 
by Scindiah, to the amount of seventeen lacs of rupees, inclu- 
ding the value of those jagheers to remain in the hands of 
their present possessors under the 7th article. * 


• Gift. 


t Offices of record. 
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It would have been impossible to arrange this great 
cesifion in the disturbed state of Scindiah’s Government 
under all the circumstances of his misfortunes in the war, 
and of the great diminution of his military power and re- 
putation, in comparison with that of his rival Holkar, with- 
out determining to provide in some degree for those who 
reaped benefits from the revenues of the ceded territories, 
or making up my mind to throw into Holkar’s hands, and to 
add to h^s armies, all the Sirdars and troops who had been 
subsisted by the resources of those countries, and who must 
have been forthwith discharged from Scindiah’s service, and 
would have looked to Holkar for protection and future em- 
ployment. I chose the former which I think is most consis- 
tent with your Excellence ’s policy, and it appears that besides 
avoiding the evil of increasing the numbers of the followers 
of the only freebooter that remains •in India, it tends to 
establish an influence in Scindiah’s Durbar, which must guide 
its measures in a great degree even if Scindiah should omit to 
unite himself more closely with the Company; and must tend 
greatly to facilitate all the objects of the British Government 
in his Durbar if he should agree to the terms of the general 
defensive alliance. 

Upon the whole therefore I hope that your Excellency 
will approve of this arrangement, the expence of which will 
amount to about fourteen lacs of rupees annually, to be 
deducted from the revenues stated in the schedule. 

The next point to which I wish to draw your Excellency’s 
attention in order to bring under your view at once every 
thing relating to the cession in Hindostan, is the 15th article 
of the treaty, by which it is agreed that Scindiah shall have 
a subsidiary force, the expence of which shall be paid out of 
the cessions made by the ^d, 3d, and 4th articles of the treaty. 

In the course of this war Scindiah’s power, reputation, and 
military resources, have been greatly diminished, while his 
rival Holkar after having recovered the possessions of hjs 
family by his treaty of peace with Scindiah remains with 
undiminished power, and increased reputation. Compara- 
tively with those of Scindiah, his power, and his military re- 
sources are much greater than they were previous to the war, 
and I have but little doubt but that the contest between those 
chiefs will be renewed. 
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This would be a matter of but little consequence to the 
British Government if the parties were so equal in point of 
strength, resources and abilities, as to render the event of the 
contest doubtful. But Holkar is certainly at this moment 
superior to Scindiah in every point of view ; and the conse- 
quence of leaving the latter to his own means must be, that 
he will fall an easy prey to Holkar, or if he should endeavour 
to avoid the contest which I do not think probable, his 
government will by degrees become dependent upon that of 
his rival. 

Under these circumstances, and particularly as I was aware 
of your Excellency’s determination to support the peace, and 
the relative situation in which it should leave the different 
powers in the manner in which that had been established by 
the exercise of the force of the British Government, I thought 
it expedient to hold forth to Scindiah an option of becoming 
a party to the general defensive alliance; and as a further 
inducement to him to agree to that treaty, to engage that the 
assistance which should be given to hto> should occasion no 
further diminution of his revenues. 

I was induced to make this last engagement by the convic- 
tion that Scindiah would not agree to the treaty of general 
defensive alliance, although his ministers proposed that he 
should unite himself more closely with the Company, if he 
was to be obliged to pay for the assistance which he should 
receive, and that if he does agree to that treaty, the peace of 
India is secured as far as it can be by human means. 

I have every reason to believe also that when Scindiah will 
wind up his affairs at the end of this war, he will not have a 
disposable clear revenue such as the British Government 
would require to pay the expences of the force which might 
be given to him. 

Upon this point I have likewise to observe, that supposing 
Scindiah should agree to the treaty of defensive alliance, the 
diminution of receipt to the Company will be eight lacs of 
rupees annually, if his Highness the Peishwa be admitted to 
participate equally with the Company and the Nizam in the bene- 
fits of the war, and twelve-and-a-halflacs of rupees if his High- 
ness the Nizam only should be admitted to that participation* 

I have sanguine hopes therefore that your Excellency will 
approve of this article of the peace. 
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By the cession of Baroach the Company will gain a clear 
revenue of ten lacs of rupees annually, and a valuable terri- 
tory in a commercial point of view. 

I ordered that the hill fort of Pawanghur might be des- 
troyed when I determined to return that conquest to Scindiah* 
My motives for returning the conquests in that part of India 
and Asseerghur and Boorhanpore in the Deccan, are ex- 
plained to your Excellency in my despatch of the of 

November, and although I intend to endeavour to retain pos- 
session of Pawanghur and Dohud in the negotiation of the 
treaty of general defensive alliance in exchange for land 
elsewhere, I am still of opinion that without making some 
sacrifices, I could not have peace ; and these places appeared 
to me to be of less consequence than any of the other con- 
quests which the British troops had made. 

The territories restored in the neighbourhood of Ahmed- 
nuggur are the ancient family lands of Scindiah, and your 
Excellency will perceive in the Minutes of the Conferences 
(which will be sent as soon as they can be copied) the great 
anxiety to retain these lands. They have Seen returned 
therefore under a particular stipulation that no armed men 
are ever to be kept in them. 

I did every thing in my power to retain the lands of which 
I took possession upon the capture of Ahipednuggur, as I 
wished to exclude Scindiah entirely from the Deccan; but as 
the lands are really his family property, to have kept them 
would have occasioned a personal inconvenience which your 
Excellency would have been desirous to remove; and the 
restoration of them is accompanied by a stipulation which I 
hope will prevent the bad consequences attending his having 
any lands in those countries. 

There was considerable diflEiculty also in settling the 9th 
article respecting the treaties made with the Rajahs. The 
ministers appeared to be aware of the loss which ScindiaVs 
goveifnment might incur under this article, and they con- 
tended strongly against it until at last I was obliged to tell 
them that unless they agreed to it I could not make peace. 
The advantage which it appeared to me that your Excellency 
expected to derive from the independence of the Rajahs of 
Jeypore and Jodepore, and the Rana of Gohud was, that 
these chiefs should connect themselves by treaty with th 

VOL. m. S o 
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British Government. From the different accounts however 
which I have received, I observe that treaties have not been 
concluded with any of these chiefs, notwithstanding the rapid 
and astonishing success of his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief. The consequence of their independence, unless they 
should have coimected themselves with the British Govern- 
ment would be, that the annual contest which they have had 
with the Mahrattas for the Peishcush would cease, and the 
British Government would derive no additional security. 

I therefore deemed it best to stipulate generally for the in- 
dependence of every Bajah with whom a treaty should have 
been concluded ; by which your Excellency’s object is insured 
in respect to all. of this description; and in regard to the 
others they are left to their fate. 

There was not much difficulty in arranging the other arti- 
cles of the peace. There were some objections to the 12th 
article founded upon the necessity of Scindiah’s performing 
the duties of his office of Vakeel-ool-Mootluck,* which how- 
ever were easily overcome. 

In negociating this treaty 1 have received the greatest 
asristance from Mr. Elphinstone, and since he arrived in 
camp, from Maj.or Malcolm ; indeed the acquaintance of the 
latter with your Excellency’s sentiments upon all political 
questions, and his own political knowledge and abilities, have 
enabled me to conclude this difficult treaty in a manner which 
1 hope wQl be satisfactory to your Excellency. 

I have requested Major Malcolm to prepare to go to Scin- 
diah’s camp as soon as I have received the ratification of the 
treaty. By a residence there for some time he will be eilabled 
to settle with that chief the treaty of general defensive allir 
ance if it should be possible to arrange it, or at all events to 
acquire a knowledge of the characters at his Durbar, and of 
tile state of his remaining military resources. 

In case your Excellency should think it proper to ratify 
this treaty, it will be best to send one copy of tiie ratification 
to Major Kirkpatrick, to be forwarded to Major Mal colm, 
and cme to his ExcelleQ (7 the Commander-in-Chief to be 


* A titnlar Office deriTed from the Emperor of Delhi. It may be trimi- 
lated Agent, PMpetentktf, or Lieutenant ^ the JE^pfre. This title was 
borne on tidndiah’s great seal. 
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forwarded through Hindostan, as one of the first objects of 
Major Malcolm’s attention will be to communicate with his 
Excellency by a Dawk. 

I propose to desire the servants of the Soubadar of the 
Deccan to take possession of Scindiah’s territories^ ceded by 
the 4th article of the treaty of peace. In respect to the 
other territories they will remain to be disposed of according 
to the orders which I may receive from your Excellency* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Arthur WellesIiEy. 


No. CLXIL 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Castlereagh, 

(Private and Confidential.) 

My dear Lord, Barrackpore, Dec. 31, 1803. 

The state of the war with the Mahratta chiefs, and of the 
various depending negotiations, has determined me to remain 
in India, until I can bring our affairs to a favourable issue. 
My departure would occasion the utmost embarrassment to 
General Lake, to General Wellesley, and to every person 
concerned in the conduct of the war, or in the negotiation of 
peace. My own wishes would lead me to return to Europe, 
if I could relinquish this charge with honour to myself, and 
with justice to the interests of my country : but 1 should 
sacrifice my own character as well as the public service, if I 
abdicated the duty of completing my own plans, and en- 
trusted to other hands the final security of a work com- 
menced by myself, and which cannot be finished with equal 
celerity or advantage by any other person, however superior 
to me in the necessary qualifications for tWs arduous govern- 
ment. 

I have therefore resolved to meet every difficulty and vex- 
ation, and to act that part which my conscience and judg- 
ment recommend, as the only clear, distinct, and faithful 
observance of my public duty. In addition to other difficul- 
ties, the state of parties in England, announced by the. arrival 
of the ship Tigris^ will subject me to a most pav^ul and dis^- 
tracting alternative. On this subject I have not hitherto 
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explained my sentiments to your Lordship* In my present 
station, my first obligation is to acquit myself of the indis- 
pensable duties of the great charge which I undertook in the 
year 1797, with a full sense of its importance, and of all the 
dangers to which it exposed my personal honour and future 
happiness. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Addington are distinctly ap- 
prized of my estimation of the nature of this trust, and of the 
obligations which it imposes. They both must feel that I am 
bound by the most sacred ties to sacrifice every consideration 
to the preservation of this empire, of which I have under- 
taken the care. When that primary and high duty shall have 
been faithfiilly discharged to the satisfaction of my King and 
my country, I shall be at liberty to exercise my judgment 
upon the disastrous circumstances, which have separated 
fHends and connections, whose tmion appeared to me to be 
as indissoluble as my regard and attachment are sincere and 
cordial 

While I shall retain this station, your Lordship may be as- 
stired, that I shall deem it to be an indispensable part of my 
duty and a main obligation of my trust to act with the most 
unqualified zeal in the cause of the existing administration at 
home, and to co-operate without reserve in the course of every 
measure connected with my charge. Nor shall I confine the 
operation of this principle to my personal conduct in India. 
While I shall deem it to be my duty to exercise this trust, and 
while it shall be continued in my hands, all my friends in Eng- 
land shall know that it is my determination to contribute evety 
possible aid to the administration under which I have thought 
that my honour and the public interests require me to serve. 
My future conduct on my arrival in' England must be regulated 
by a more intimate knowledge of recent transactions than I can 
acquire at this distance ; but it will be difficult to engage me 
with warmth or alacrity against any of my inends ; for all of 
whom I retain my affection, esteem, and respect; nor will! 
now enter more deeply into the discussion than to declare, 
that the late peace with France appeared to me to be indis- 
pensable, although neither desirable nc" secure^ and that 
the present war appears to me to be just apd necessary, and 
to require the ardent support of every Britisl: heart. Theae 
opinions furnish a sufficient rule for my present guidance, 
connected with the principles prescribed by my particular 
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station ; I most earnestly hope that the same rule may guide 
me through the contest between my friends without any injury 
to mutual confidence and regard. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

with great esteem, 
yours ever most faithfully, 

Wellesley. 


No. CLXm. 

The Marquees Wellesley to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors, 

Honourable Sirs, Fort WiUiam, February 21st, 1804. 

1. The Governor-General in council has the honour to 
communicate to your honourable Committee the satisfactory 
intelligence of the termination of hostilities between the Bri- 
tish Government and Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar, by the conclusion of separate treaties of peace with 
each of those chieftains. 

% After the battle of Argaum, the particulars of which 
were communicated to your honourable Committee in our 
despatch of the 28th of December, 1803, the Hon. Major- 
General Wellesley made the necessary Arrangements for the 
siege of the strong fortress of Gawilgurh, the principal 
fortress in the dominions of the Rajah of Berar. The diflBi- 
culties attending this operation were of an extraordinary 
nature, and were surmounted by the British troops employed 
on that occasion with a degree of perseverance, courage, and 
activity which has never been surpassed. 

3. The fortress of Gawilgurh was carried by assault on 
the 16th of December. The details of this important and 
arduous achievement are contained in the annexed copy of a 
despatch from the Hon. Major-General Wellesley of the 
same date. 

4. Previously to the capture of that fortress, the Rajah of 
Berar had despatched Vakeels to the camp of Major-General 
WeUesley, ostensibly for the purpose of negociating the terms 
of a separate peace with the British Government. 

5. On the 17th of December, 1803, the treaty of peace 
was concluded with the Vakeels of the Rajah of Berar, and 
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was returned to the Hon. Major-General Wellesley with the 
ratification of the Rajah of Berar on the 03rd of that month* 

6. The terms of the peace with the Rajah of Berar ap- 
pearing to the Governor-General in council to he highly 
advantageous and honourable to the British Government and 
its allies, the treaty was ratified by the Governor-General in 
council on the 9th of January, the day on which a copy of it 
was first received at Fort William. 

7. A copy of that treaty, together with a copy of a letter 
from the Hon. Major-General Wellesley, containing expla- 
natory observations on the several articles of it, are enclosed 
for your honourable Committee’s information,* 

8. On the 24!th of December, the Hon. Mr* Elphinstone 
was despatched by the Hon* Major-General Welksley to 
reside at the Cfourt of the Rajah of Berar, where Mr, Elphin- 
stone was received with due respect and honour. The des- 
patches received from Mr. Elphinstone induce tihe Governor- 
General in council to believe that the peaeeMwadbded with 
the Rajah of Berar will prove permanent. ; 

9. The negociations of Major-General W^fedey with the 
Ministers and Vakeels of Dowlut Rao Scindiah were termi- 
nated by the conclusion of a treaty of peace on the 30th of 
December, 1803, and that treaty was returned to Major- 
General Wellesley, with the ratification of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, on the 5th of January, 1804. 

10. In consequence of some unaccountable irregularity in 
the conveyance of letters between the camp of Major-Ge- 
neral Wellesley and Hydrabad, the Governor-General in 
council did not receive a copy of the treaty of peace with 
Scindiah until the 13ih inst. 

11. The terms of the peace concluded with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah appearing to the Governor-General in council to be 
entirely conformable to the general tenor of the instructions 
with which Major-General Wellesley had been furnished on 
that subject, highly honourable and advantageous to the Bri- 
tish Government and its allies, and calculated to secure per- 
manent tranquillity to the honourable Company’s dominions, 
and to all the native powers of India, the treaty was ratified 
by the Governor-General in council on the 13th of February, 
the day on which a copy of it was received at Fort William. 


See Appendix. 
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12. The Goyernor-General in council has now the honour 
to transmit, for the information of your honourable Com- 
mittee, a copy of the treaty of peace concluded with Scin- 
diah, together with a copy of the letter from the Hon. Major- 
General Wellesley, which was annexed to the treaty.* 

IS. Major John Malcolm, Resident of Mysore, was des- 
patched by Major-General Wellesley on a mission to the 
Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah after the conclusion of peace. 

14. Major Malcolm arrived in ScindiaVs camp on the 11th 
of January, and was received with due honour and respect. 

15. The peace now happily concluded with the confede- 
rated Mahratta chieftains, involving considerations and de- 
tails of an extensive and complicated nature, the preparation 
of which will necessarily occjipy a considerable portion of 
time, the Governor-General in council has deemed it expe- 
dient to postpone the communication of his detailed senti- 
ments on that important subject until a future opportunity, 
and to limit his communication to your honourable Com- 
mittee on the subject of the late pacification by the ships 
now under despatch to the general statement contained in 
this address. 

16. It is the intention of the Governor-General in council 
to despatch the honourable Company’s extra ahip TigrU^ tor 
the express purpose of conveying to your honourable Com- 
mittee and to the honourable Court of 'Director all. the de- 
tails and documents connected with tins important subject. 

17. The Governor-General in council desires tp oflFer to 
your honourable Committee his congratulations on the happy 
conclusion of peace with the Mahratta powers, within the 
space of five months from the commencement of the war, 
upon terms highly honourable and advantasSspus to the ho- 
nourable Company and to the nation^ and Iho Governor- 
General in council trusts that the condition of the peace will 
be found to correspond with the extraordinary glory acquired 
by the British arms in the late splendid and memorable cam- 
paign. 

We have the honour to be, honouriftble Sirs, 
your most obedient and faithful servants, 

Wellesley. 

G. H. Barlow* 
G. Udny. 


See Appendix. 
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No. CLXIV. 

The Marquees Cornwallis to the Marquess Wellesley.* 

(Private.) 

Burlington Street, April 30th, 1804. 
My DEAR Lord, [Received Sept. 27th, 1804.] 

I have received your Lordship’s letter dated the 6th of 
November, by the hands of Captain Sahnond, to whom I 
shall be desirous to shew every possible attention ; my retired 
situation, however, leaves little in my power beyond personal 
civility. 

I can with truth assure you that I have felt much anxiety 
during the course of your Mahratta warfare, being well aware 
of the diflSiculties against which you had to contend, and I 
now sincerely congratulate you on your brilliant successes. 

The important and glorious achievements of my friends. 
Generals Lake and Wellesley, have afforded me the most 
sincere satisfaction. 

As I am now growing old, and perhaps out of fashion, it is 
not likely that I should be again selected for any active situa- 
tion. My wishes, however, continue to be as warm as they 
ever were for the honour and welfare of my country ; and I 
earnestly hope that, in every part of the globe, its interests 
will be promoted by as able statesmen, and its armies con- 
ducted by as meritorious generals, as those who have of late 
been entrusted with the preservation of our Asiatic empire. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great esteem and regard, 
my dear Lord, 

your most obedient and faithful servant, 

CORNWALDIS. 


♦ As this and the following letiers relate solely to the war described 
in the present volxime, they are given here out of their chronological 
order.— [En.] 
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No. CLXV. 

Hobart to the Marquees JFelleley. 

Downing Street, May 4th, 1804. 

My Lord, [Received Dec. 6th, 1804.] 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship^s despatches noted in the margin,* containing, with 
other important papers, the documents relative to the several 
brilliant and decisive operations against the Mahrattas ; and 
although circumstances have hitherto prevented my receiving 
his Majesty’s commands upon the subject, I have no doubt 
tliat it will be brought before him in a manner the most cal- 
culated to produce a just consideration of the extraordinary 
merits and services of your Lordship, as well as of the other 
persons who have so much distinguished themselves in the 
recent campaign in India. 

I feel a peculiar pleasure in olffering to your Lordship my 
most sincere congratulations upon the complete success that 
has attended your Lordship’s measures; a success which, 
while it has so eminently extended the fame of the British 
arms, has contributed in scj^'great a degree to your Lordship’s 
personal reputation, by renewing the display of that ability, 
energy, and zeal, which h|ad been before so conspicuous in 
the war with Tippoo Sultaun, and in the co-operation of the 
Indian army in Egypt. 

In acknowledging your Lordship’s separate letter marked 
(Official, A), I cannot too strongly testify my hearty concur- 
rence in the sentiments expressed by your Lordship res- 
pecting the highly honourable and glorious conduct of the 
troops under the respective personal commands of General 
Lake and the Hon. Major-General Wellesley; and your 
Lordship will believe that it was with the fullest sense of 
gratification I discharged my duty in moving the resolution 
of thanks which the House of Lords has ordered to be trans- 
mitted to your Lordship, and to the commanders, officers, 
and men of those armies, whose achievements have so greatly 
exalted the honour of their country in the East Indies, and 


* Nos. 12 to 27. 
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whose services will stand recorded amongst the most illus- 
trious of those which adorn the annals of the British empire. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient and 
‘ humble servant, 

Hobabt. 


No. CLXVI. 

Lwd Castlereagh to the Marquees Wellesley* 
(Most Secret.) 


London, May IS, 1804. 

My dear Lord, [Received overland, Oct. 14, 1804,] 

Your despatches by the B^lle reached Bngland on the 
25th, and those by the Waller on the 28th of April last* 

It would have been my wish to have addressed your Lord- 
ship, without delay, in reply to the variety of important and 
interesting matter to which these despatches relate, but the 
state of affairs at home will explain to your Lordship the 
grounds on which I must stUl defer to a future conveyance a 
decision on those points, which require reference to my col- 
leagues in the government. 

In my correspondence with your Lordship I have hitherto 
avoided any remarks on the painful and melancholy progress 
of disunion amongst those who were formerly most closely 
connected and warmly attached, and for whom, in common 
with your Lordship, I have felt from the first moment of my 
public life, every sentiment of respect, attachment, and con- 
fidence. 

The change which has recently taken place in bis Majesty’s 
councils, and the cordial and flattering declaration of your 
own public and private feelings with which your Lordship 
has honoured me in your letter marked private and confi- 
dential,” imposes upon me the obligation of explaining 
shortly to your Lordship, as far as my means of information 
have extended, the circumstances whdch immediately led to 
the event in question. 

I shall not attempt to trace the various causes which at 
first by slow degrees, and latterly by rapid strides, produced 
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so aiHictmg a change in the reciprocal feelings of former 
friends ; your Lordship’s sentiments of attachment to them 
all, will li^st enable you to appreciate what those suffered 
who had a public duty to perform in this trying struggle. It 
is enough to remark, that on the meeting of parliament after 
the recess, the measures of government were attacked on two 
or three questions, on which the luiited force of Mr. Pitt’s, 
Mr. Fox’s, and Lord Grenville’s friends, was concentered. In 
the Commons the majority of government was materially re- 
duced, whilst the minority exceeded 200. In the Lords the 
strength of those who would have divided against govern- 
ment, on Lord Stafford’s motion, was even more seriously 
formidable, considering the usual temper of this assembly. 

Under these circumstances his Majesty’s ministers, dubious 
how long they might be enabled to retain a majority in par- 
liament, and under a strong conviction that against such a 
combination of numbers, talent and connection, it was no 
longer to be expected that they could continue to administer 
the government with that energy and effect which the public 
interests at such a moment required, were of opinion they 
should best discharge their duty by availing themselves of 
the first occasion which the King’s recovery afforded them, 
of advising his Majesty to form an administration, which 
might be likely to unite in parliament greater strength In 
support of his government. The cabinet assured the King 
that to the formation of such an administration, they were 
desirous of giving every facility ; whilst they were ready, if 
his Majesty met with insuperable difficulties in the formation 
of such an arrangement as he could reconcile to his own 
mind, to continue their best exertions in discharge of their 
public duty. 

This advice was certainly offered in the confident hope 
that the King would turn his attention to Mr. Pitt j this ex- 
pectation was not disappointed, and the Lord Chancellor 
was desired by the King to learn Mr. Pitt’s sentiments upon 
the formation of a new government. Mr. Pitt, under the 
present circumstances of the empire, considered it as his duty 
to bring under the King’s consideration the expediency of 
forming an arrangement, which should embrace the leading 
men of all parties as best calculated to keep down factious 
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dissensions during the war, and to afford the King the re- 
pose and tranquillity so essential to his health. It is unne- 
cessary for me to offer any remarks upon the merits or defects 
of such a plan, whatever might have been the consequences, 
had it been carried into effect, it is enough to know, that 
Mr. Pitt proposed it, to he assured, that in his conscientious 
judgment, it appeared to him the best adapted .under all the 
circumstances to promote the public service. In a personal 
interview with the King of three hours, he pressed the pro- 
position upon his Majesty’s most serious attention; the result 
was, an acquiescence on the part of the King in the leading 
men of all parties (Mr. Fox excepted) being included. 

Upon tlus being made known, Mr. Fox urged his friends 
to lend themselves to the arrangement, this they declined, 
unless he was also to hold office, and upon Lord Grenville, 
Lord Spencer, and Mr. Windham j being applied to by Mr. 
Pitt, they also refused to accept of office, if Mr. Fox was to 
be proscribed. Mr. Pitt having made every effort in the 
hope of disarming hostility to the King’s government, cer- 
tainly having gone much greater lengths than was congenial 
to the feelings and sentiments of a large portion of the public 
and of many of his best friends ; when he was thus disap- 
pointed of the aid of those whose services he was anxious to 
procure for the public, in consequence of a decision on the 
part of the King which it was strictly competent and consti- 
tutional for him to form, did not a moment hesitate in pro- 
ceeding to submit to his Majesty the best arrangement for 
the administration of his affairs, which his means of selection 
thus narrowed would afford. I transmit to your Lordship 
the appointments as far as they have hitherto gone, and if 
some most distinguished names of Mr. Pitt’s former connec- 
tions, not by his, but by their own act, are absent from the 
list, your Lordship will discover no presumable seeds of in- 
ternal discord in the cabinet which can thwart or impede the 
full exercise of Mr. Pitt’s powers. The government will pro- 
bably have to contend with a very serious opposition, coun- 
tenanced by high authority, and comprehending great ability 
and considerable strength. If Mr. Pitt’s health does not fail 
him, it will, I am confident, only rouse him to greater and 
more successful exertions. It is to be seriously lamented 
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that wounded feelings and other causes hare deprived the 
King at this critical moment of the united services of all those 
jwrho in the last twelve years preserved the country, exposed 
as* it has been to unexampled dangers, and it is painful to 
observe, Mr* Addington and several valuable men withdrawn 
from the Kang’s service, we must, however, trust to time for 
bringing back feelings and sentiments between Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Addington to their former state of relation, and I believe 
at this moment it is the only thing really wanting to the King’s 
complete personal satisfaction. 

I am, my dear Lord, 
with great regard, 

yours most faithfully, 

Castlereaqh. 


List of the Cabinet, 

♦Lord Chancellor . . , Lord Eldon. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer . • Mr. Pitt. 

•President of the Council . . . Duke of Portland. 

•Privy Seal ..... Lord Westmoreland. 
Secretary of State, Foreign . . . Lord Harrowby, 

• Do. Home . . . Lord Hawkesbury. 

Do. Colonies and War . Lord Camden. 
Admiralty . . . . Lord Melville. 

•Ordnance ... . Lord Chatham. 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster . Lord Mulgrave. 

President of the Board of Trade . . Duke of Montrose. 

•President of the Board of Control . . Lord Castlereagh. 

Those marked (•) were of the former Cabinet. 


No. CLXVII. 

Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess Wellesley* 

(Moat Secret.) 

London, May 19, 1804. 

My dear Lord, [Received overland, Oct. 14, 1804.] 

The Convoy, which sailed about ten days since, will have 
carried to your Lordship, and to the gallant army employed 
by you in the field, the thanks and acknowledgements of 
Parliament, for the splendid and important services which 
have been rendered to the country in the late glorious cam- 
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paign* In the hope of being able to acquaint your Lordship 
mth the King’s sentiments and determination with regard to 
the individuals most conspicuously engaged in this brilliant 
career of victory, I delayed writing from day to day, till the 
ships had actually sailed, the packet now under despatch will 
probably outstrip the Convoy, and thus enable me to be 
amongst the first to offer to your Lordship my cordial con- 
gratulations on the series of events, than which none have 
ever occurred in the miHtary history of our country, more 
proudly calculated to confirm, and even e:aalt the reputation 
and glory of the British arms. The whole of this campaign 
in the conception of the plan, in the preparation of the army 
for the field, in the application of it to the vulnerable and im- 
portant points of the enemy’s territory, and above all in the 
conduct of the army in the day of battle, must ever be deemed 
a chef d’oeuvre of military energy, foresight, and science, and 
cannot fail in this age of arms, to augment, by the confidence 
which it is calculated to inspire, our security, not only in the 
East, hut in every quarter of the empire at home and abroad* 
I lament that the King’s health has not yet admitted of his 
perusing the interesting details of those services which have 
been performed by his Indian army ; no representation can 
do the same justice to their merits, and it is to his Majesty’s 
X>ersonal conviction of the claim they have on the gratitude of 
their country, and the favour of their sovereign, that the in- 
dividuals would, I am persuaded, alone wish to owe the re- 
ward which they have so well and so nobly earned* What 
mark of favour the King may ultimately destine for your 
Lordship, it is not for me to anticipate, none can exceed the 
fair and just reward of your distinguished and honourable 
claims ; but I do presume, in confidence, to hope that the 
two illustrious officers, whose achievements have never been 
surpassed, will on this occasion be upheld by the most marked 
and conclusive proofs of the estimation in which their services 
are held. As this point yet remains unsettled, in expressing 
my own wishes and expectations, your Lordship will, I am 
persuaded, be sensible of the propriety of their being for the 
present confined to your own breast) but I fairly own I should 
feel that nothing short of the honors which were conferred on 
General Hutchinson, after the campaign in Egypt, can in any 
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degree discharge the debt of gratitude which we owe to 
Geuierled Lake; and that your brother’s services, equal in 
every respect to those of the Commander-in-chief, demand, 
in addition to every future mark of favour and confidence in 
his profession, the immediate tribute of an extra red ribbon- 

Upon the arrival of the series of despatches by the BeUe 
an<i Waller^ the long interruption of which had certainly been 
productive of considerable anxiety and embarrassment te the 
government at home, it was a subject of some dijfficulty to 
determine at what period of time the notice of parliament 
could with most propriety be called to this subject. To post* 
pone the tribute of applause which was due to the army, till 
the political part of the transaction could be canvassed, was 
in appearance too cold a return for such unexampled services. 
To mix the civil with the military merits of the question was 
impossible, after the claim for information as to the origin of 
the war had been so formally made, and yet to pass your 
Lordship’s services by, confining the vote singly to the army, 
Vas what I could by no means reconcile to my own sense of 
duty. X trust the fine pursued was under all the circum- 
stances the most correct, and I am the more persuaded of 
this from perceiving, (owing to the voluminous body of in- 
formation which is preparing for Parliament, and the time 
which must elapse before this can he printed), that there re- 
mains very little chance of any proceeding being had upon it 
in the course of the present session, which it is hoped may be 
closed before the end of June. 

With the exception of Mr. Francis, as yet, there appears 
no eagerness in parliament to take up the subject hostilely ; 
in calling for the information, Mr. Francis desired to be un- 
derstood as not pledged to bring forward any motion, his 
ulterior determination necessarily depending upon a consi- 
deration of the documents to be laid before the house. The 
disposition which might naturally exist in the members of the 
old opposition may possibly he considerably corrected by 
those with whom at present they seem in the habit of acting, 
and although the course of measures connected with the war 
will possibly undergo, as I know it is your Lordship’s earnest 
wish they should, a full investigation in parliament, I do not 
apprehend that the discusskni will be conducted with either 
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acrimony or illiberality. I shall reserve, for a separate l^ter, 
whatever observations I shall think it necessary at prasent to 
trouble your Lordship with on Mahratta affairs. 

I have the honour to be, 

my dear Lord, 

with great regard, yours most faithfully, 

Castlereaoh. 


No. CLXVm. 

Lord Castlereagh to the Morquees WeUul^n 
(Most Secret.) 

London^ May 21, 1804. 

My DEAE LorBi [Received overland, Oct. 14, 1804 ] 

Since I closed xny despatch to your Lordship marked 
‘^Most Secret, No. 21,” I have had an opportunity of con- 
versing generally with Mr. Pitt on the late transactions in 
India, and particularly on the brilliant services of the army, 
which I felt to be the most pressing for an early consideration, 
as I should have been unwilling to send off my letters without 
having it in my power to convey to you his sentiments upon 
this part of the subject, and to apprize you of the distinctions 
which he is disposed to advise his Majesty to confer on the 
officers who have had the prominent share of glory in con- 
ducting the two principal armies to victory. 

The personal interest with which Mr. Pitt is disposed to 
view every transaction in which your Lordship’s honour is so 
largely mixed, in addition to the ardour he always feels to 
encourage and reward distinguished and meritorious public 
services, induced him at once to adopt with cordiality the 
propositions suggested in my former letter, and I am autho- 
rized in confidence^ to assure your Lordship, that Mr. Pitt 
will take an early opportunity of recommending to the King 
to confer on General Lake the same mark of his royal favour, 
which was given to General Hutchinson at the close of the 
Egyptian campaign, namely : the raising him to the peerage, 
accompanied by an annuity of similar amount attached to the 
title, and that he will at the same time request his Majesty to 
bestow upon Major-General Wellesley the Order of the Bath. 
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Although I am permitted to convey this assurance in the 
ftillest manner to your Lordship^ yet I am persuaded you will 
feel, that until I am enabled to acquaint you, that the King’s 
pleasure has been actually taken upon this subject, Mr, Pitt’s 
intention should not transpire. 

In considering what was due to others your Lordship’s 
strong claims upon the King’s favour did not escape Mr. 
Pitt’s notice ; he conceived however, whatever distinction the 
King might be graciously disposed ultimately to Confer upon 
your Lordship, that such mark of his Majesty’s approbation 
would be bestowed in a manner more honourable to your 
character, and at a moment more consonant to your Lord- 
ship’s feelings, at the winding up of the important transaction 
in which you are now engaged, than while it is yet depending. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

With great truth and regard. 

Yours most faithfully, 

Castlereagh. 


No. CLXIX. 

Lord Cmtlereagh to the Marquess Wellesley . 

(Private.) 

London, May 24, 1804 

My dear Lord, [Received Oct. 14, 1804.] 

The interest you take in everything that concerns the feel- 
ings and character of those who have honourably and cordi- 
ally assisted you in the discharge of your public duties, will 
make it grateful to your mind to be informed, that my Lord 
Clive immediately on his return to Europe, has received a 
marked proof of the King’s favour and approbation of his 
public services, by his Lordship being raised to the dignity 
of an earldom. 

Having always entertained great respect for Lord Clive’s 
zeal, honour, and upright intentions, it was extremely painful 
to me to find myself under the necessity of concurring in an 
official disapprobation of sentiments expressed by his Lord- 
ship in one of his late minutes, which appeared to me irre- 
concileable with his then relation to the Government at home. 

VOL. in. g p 
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I have not been the less anxious on that account, by every 
representation in my power, and the strongest testimonies to 
the eminently successful tenor of Lord Clive’s administration, 
to contribute to his Lordship’s receiving such a mark of the 
King’s favour as I deemed to be justly due to his Lordship’s 
faithful, and honourable exertions in the service of his 
country. 

I have the honour to be, 

With great regard, my dear Lord, 
Yours most faithfully, 

Castleueaoh. 


No. CLXX. 

hard Camden to the Marquess fFellesie^, 

My Lord, Colonial Office, Downing Street, Awg. 30, \&)4, 

Your Lordship’s letter of the 25th of December has 
.been laid before the King- 

The brilliant and decisive success that has attended the 
progress of the armies, which have been employed in the 
East Indies under the command of General Lake and Major- 
General Wellesley, is justly appreciated by his Majesty, and 
I have in consequence received his Majesty’s commands to 
inform your Lordship, that in consideration of the meritorious 
services, and gallant conduct of General Lake, his Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to create him a Peer of the 
United Kingdom of England and Ireland ; and that in con- 
sideration also of the eminent and brilliant services of Major- 
General Wellelesy, his Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to direct that the insignia of the most honourable Order ol 
the Bath should be transmitted to that officer ; and, that he 
may immediately evince his sense of Major-General Welles- 
ley’s merits and services, his Majesty has further directed 
that he shall be created an extra Knight Companion of that 
order, and that his creation and investiture shall not wait for 
a succession to a regular vacancy therein. 

In transmitting to your Lordship his Majesty’s gracious 
approbation of the services of General Lake and Major- 
General Wellesley, and in acquainting you that his Majesty 
has been pleased to bestow those marks of his royal favour 
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upon the respective Commanders of those armies which have 
so much distinguished themselves, it is my duty to state 
to your Lordship, at the same time, the very high sense 
which his Majesty entertains of the able and useful co-^peta- 
tion aflforded by Lieutenant-General Stuart in the arrange- 
ments necessary for carrying into execution the plans so 
judiciously formed by your Lordship for the operations of 
the last campaign; and I am commanded to inform your 
Lordship of his Majesty’s entire approbation of that officer’s 
conduct, and that is the intention of his Majesty’s ministers 
to recommend to his Majesty to bestow some mark of his 
royal favour ou that meritorious officer when he returns to 
Europe. 

Your Lordship has received by a former conveyance, the 
information of the distinguished manner in which his Majesty 
considers the enterprize, zeal, spirit, and good conduct of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, employed 
under the respective orders of General Lake and Major- 
General Wellesley ; I cannot however, close this despatch 
without repeating his Majesty’s gracious approbation and 
admiration of that conduct, which has contributed so essen- 
tially to the happy and glorious termination of the late war 
in India. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 

Most obedient and humble servant, 
Camden, 


No. CLXXL 

Address of the inhabitants of Calcutta to hs Ewcellency the - most noble 
Richard Marquess Wellesley^ K. P, and Governor General and Captain 
General^ BfC^ ^c 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the British inhabitants of Calcutta, beg leave to offer 
to your Excellency our sincere and heartfelt congratulations 
on the happy restoration of peace to the continent of India ; 
and on the important national advantages acquired, under 
your Excellency’s guidance, by the brilliant success of our 
arms. 
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At a moment, when the renewal of war in Europe was 
justly apprehended, the menacing attitude of the armies 
assembled by the Mahratta chieftains of Malwa and Berar, 
and the uncontroled authority exercised by French adven- 
turers over the disciplined troops of Scindiah, could not have 
been viewed without anxiety. But we were scarcely sensible 
of insecurity to the public peace when the vigour of your 
Excellency’s measures dispelled every alarm, and all appre- 
hension was lost in sentiments of admiration at the provident 
wisdom with which the danger had been foreseen, and the 
promptitude with which it was encountered. 

The previous distinguished events of your Excellency’s 
administration had prepared the way for the signal successes, 
which we have recently witnessed. The conquest of Seringa- 
patam, the restoration of the rightful sovereign of Mysore, 
the dissolution of the French party at the Court of the Nizam, 
and the peaceful succession of his son to the government of 
his father’s dominions, insured the cordial co-operation of 
two powers attached to the British Government by the firmest 
ties of interest and gratitude ; while the re-establishment of 
the Peishwa’s legitimate authority at Poonah, has contributed 
in its turn, to the support of the alliance by which it was 
effected. 

Tlie result has been answerable to the energy with which 
your Excellency has employed the power and resources of 
the British Government and of its allies. Within the short 
space of five months, and chiefly in a season hitherto reputed 
incompatible with military operations, we have seen two of 
the most formidable among the Mahratta states reduced, by an 
unexampled succession of the most splendid victories, to an 
unconditional dependance on British generosity: their nume- 
rous troops' dispersed; their most important fortresses cap- 
tured; and their most valuable dominions subdued. 

Our own provinces, and the possessions of our allies, have 
displayed the most striking contrast of tran- 
quillity'. 'Their inhabitants, almost unconscious of external 
war, have enjoyed in security the reward of prosperous 
industry ; and the confidence, reposed by all ranks in the 
faith and stability of the British Government, has been une- 
quivocally demonstrated by the unprecedented state of public 
credit, higher at the moment of renewed war with France, 
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and during the arduous contest now happily terminated in 
India^ than in the most flourishing period of profound peace. 

We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of acknowledging 
with grateful pride, the conspicuous manner in which the 
national character for clemency and humanity has been 
upheld by the strict regularity of .our troops, who, in their 
march through hostile territories, have been welcomed and 
assisted as benefactors and deliverers. Nor can we suppress 
the emotions of exultation, with which we have seen the 
venerable representative of the house of Timur, rescued from 
the oppression of a French faction, and received under the 
protection of the British Government. 

The tribute of our applause is due to the gallant conduct 
of the armies whose achievements have advanced the honour 
of the British name in India. Watching their progress, with 
unceasing, interest, we have admired in our heroic Commander- 
in-Chief General Lake, the rarest union of zeal and batre- 
pidity, with profound skill and considerate humanity. In 
another quarter, the honourable Major-General Welledey 
has nobly emulated that illustrious example ; and the memo- 
rable days of Assye and Argaum will be placed, with the 
signal victories of Delhi and Laswaree, among the fairest 
monuments of national glory. Our brave armies will ever 
esteem it their highest praise, that by their valour, discipline, 
exemplary order, contempt of danger, and endurance of hard- 
ships, they have shewn themselves actuated by the spirit of 
their Generals, and equal to the arduous and honourable 
efforts to which they were called by the vigour of your Ex- 
cellency’s councils. 

The exertions of your Excellency in the conduct of the 
war have been crowned by its propitious termination; and 
the British power in India has been raised to the proudest 
pre-eminence. By this auspicious conclusion of a rapid and 
glorious war, we see the enemies of the British empire hum- 
bled; the French influence annihilated ; our allies encouraged; 
our resources enlarged and solidly established; and the 
British dominions in India rendered at once more secure 
of enjoying the advantages of peace and more capable of 
repelling the dangers of war. Contemplating these splendid 
and substantial benefits, we should do violence to oust feelings, 
did we not tender this testimony of our respect and gratitude 
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for the eminent virtues and exalted talents exerted by your 
Excellency, for the safety and prosperity of this valuable 
portion of the British empire. 

Signed fay all the British Inhabitants. 
Caloutta^ Fehmary^ 1804. 


Tht fiilhmn^ BeBolutiom wereumnimmfy tinted at the Meeting at which 
the foregoing Addreee was agreed to. 

Resolved, Tha^ a marble statue of his Excellency Marquess 
Wellesky be erected at Calcutta, as a lasting memorial of the 
sense which tiie inhabitants of this settlement entertain of his 
public servmes. 

I^solvfe^^ That a sword of the value of £1,500 be pre- 
seiil^ to his Excellency General Lake, in the name of the 
B;i^tish inhabitants of this settlement, as a testimony of the 
i|fns@ which they entertain of the services rendered by his 
Excelleney to the East India Company and his country. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the most noble the Gover- 
nor-General be respectfully solicited to communicate to his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the desire of the British 
inhabitants of this settlement, expressed in the preceding 
resolution. 

Resolved, That a sword of the value of £1,000 bo presented 
to the honourable Major-General Wellesley in the name of 
the British inhabitants of this settlement, as a testimony of 
the sense which they entertain of the services rendered by 
him to the East India Company and his country. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the most noble the Gover- 
nor-General be respectfiilly solicited to communicate to tlie 
honourable Major-General Wellesley the desire of the British 
inhabitants of this settlement, expressed in the preceding 
resolution. 


Governor ^GeneraVs Reply. 

His Excellency the Governor-General was pleased to return 
the following answer to the address : 

Gentlemen, 

The regularity, order, and deliberation with which the 
proceedings of your public meeting have been conducted, are 
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conformable to the respectable character of this great settle- 
ment, and to the magnitude and importance of this happy 
occasion. The sentiments expressed in your address, are 
deiived from an attentive observation of the events which 
preceded the commencing of hostilities on the continent of 
India, and from a correct knowledge of the principles which 
constitute the basis of the general pacification. You have 
considered the glory of our victories, and the genuine lustre 
of our ultimate triumph to be inseparably blended with the 
original justice of our cause, and with the moderation and 
clemency exercised in the hour of conquest. Satisfied that the 
public safety, and the national honour required an appeal to 
the sword, you have manifested a due sense of the national 
advantages obtained by the brilliant success of the war, and 
confirmed by the equitable conditions of the peace. 

In this course of proceeding, I recognize with satisfaction 
and pride, the public spirit of British subjects. To commence 
or to continue war for purposes of aggrandizement, for the 
extension of dominion or power, for the gratification of pride, 
vanity, hatred, or irregular passion, is a species of policy, 
which no success can sanction, and which every British 
subject must abhor. Your birth, your education, your attach- 
ment to the laws and constitution of our country preclude 
your admiration of any syst^ of public measures, however 
adorned by success, which * is not founded in the sacred 
maxims of justice, humanity and honour. I therefore deem 
it to be a circumstance highly creditable to the character of 
this settlement, and of my administration, that I should have 
received from you this unsolicited, deliberate, and public tes- 
timony of your sincere and zealous concurrence in the prin- 
ciples of British policy, which have regulated my conduct 
from the origin to the close of the late memorable war. In 
the moment of alarm and danger, my duty required me to repel 
tiie menaces, insults, and power of the enemy by the most 
active use of our military force. In the full career of victory, 
and with the most splendid prospects of unlimited success, 
the same duty forbad me to ijrosecute hostilities to the ex- 
tremity of vengeance, or to urge the fall of a vanquished 
enemy beyond the just limits of national security, and public 
faith. With these sentiments I accept this address, not only 
as a valuable mark of your personal regard, and an unequi- 
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vocal proof of your honourable attachment to the interests of 
the public service, but as a solemn pledge of your unanimous 
determination to maintain in this distinguished settlement, 
that ardent and active zeal for the glory of our country in 
which consists the vital principle of the British empire, the 
source and support of our national fame and power, the 
origin of our triumphs abroad, the strength of our security 
at home, and the main bulwark of our defence in every quar- 
ter of the globe. 

During the crisis which preceded the war J should have 
viewed the situation of these possessions with anxiety, if I 
had not been supported by a firm confidence, that the spirit 
which you have displayed on this occasion, animated the 
counsels of this government and those of the governments of 
Fort St. George and Bombay ; and that an equal zeal pre- 
vailed amongst the generals, officers and troops charged with 
the execution of my orders. - 

With united counsels, with an unrivalled army, with flou- 
rishing resources, with powerful alliances, and with a just 
cause, I was enabled to encounter and to surmount the diffi- 
culties which surrounded me, and to witness the rapid and 
complete effect of our military operations on every point of 
the enemy’s strength. The vast extent, complicated system, 
and matchless success of the campaigns in Hindostan and the 
Deccan, cannot be contemplated without emotions of grati- 
tude and admiration. The execution of the plans, which it 
was my duty to form, corresponded with the renown of an 
army, accustomed to victory, inured to fatigue and danger, 
attached to the just principles of discipline and order, ani- 
mated by the memory of former triumphs, and commanded 
by generals who possess every qualification requisite to in- 
spire confidence, to excite enterprize, and to ensure success. 

Peace is the fairest fruit of victory, the brightest ornament 
of military triumph, and the highest reward of successful 
valour. The peace, which has been concluded, comprehends 
every object of the war, with every practicable security for 
the continuance of tranquillity. The object of the war was 
not to accomplish inordinate projects of extravagant conquest; 
not to subvert ancient and revered authorities ; not to deso- 
late flourishing provinces ; not to plunder private property ; 
nor to disturb the civil and religious institutions of contigu- 
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ous states ; nor to raise commotion in tHe bosom of establish-' 
ed governments ; nor to excite discord among powers eon-^ 
nected by the relations of amity and peace* The object of 
the war was^ to vindicate and to secure the just and legitimate 
rights, interests, and honour of the British government and 
of its allies against usurpation, violence, and rapine* The 
restoration of the legitimate authority of our ally the Peishwa 
at Poonah, the establishment of our ally the Soubahdar of 
the Deccan in his hereditary rights and dominions at Hyder- 
abad, and the deliverance of the unfortunate and venerable 
emperor Shah Aulum from the hands of the Mahrattas and 
French at Delhi, were the earliest effects of the success of 
our military operations. During the progress of our arms, 
every endeavour was employed to mitigate the horrors of war, 
even in the midst of hostilities, and to extend security and 
protection to the utmost limits compatible with the safety of 
our armies in the field. 

In the termination of hostilities, my solicitude has been 
directed to the important purpose of effecting a general paci- 
fication of India on principles of reciprocal justice and mo- 
deration. The power, reputation and dignity of the British 
empire in India, will derive additional security and lustre 
from the establishment of peace and good order among the 
native states. In the decUne of intrinsic strength, inferior 
states may perhaps have gained a temporary safety by fo- 
menting the discord of contiguous powers. In any extremis 
such a policy is unwarrantable and disgraceful; nor can per- 
manent repose be secured upon such precarious foundations. 
In the actual condition of this empire, I am happy to declare, 
that the concord of the established native states, the inde- 
pendence of their separate authorities, the internal peace of 
their respective dominions, and the tranquillity and happiness 
of their respective subjects will tend to confirm and to fortify 
the power and resources of the British government, and must 
oonstitute the most desirable objects of British policy in 
Jndia. 

In pursuance of these prindples, the treaties of peace pro- 
vide the means, not only of enlarging and consolidating the 
rjBSources and power of our allies, but of guarding the less 
powerfiil neutral states from oppression; of placing the illus- 
trious house of Timur in a conation of competent affluence. 
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dignity, and honourable repose, and eyen of admitting our 
fanquished enemies to the benefits of a general defensive 
alliance, calculated to secure them in the independent ezer- 
dse of their actual rights, and in the uncontrolled govern- 
ment of their present dominions; to exclude usurpation, and 
to limit the several powers of Hindostan and the ]>eccan to 
the undisturbed cultivation of their separate resources, within 
the boundaries of their respective possessions. 1 trust that 
the result of this system prove equally advantageous to 
our interests and to our honour. 

The foundations of our empire in Asia are now laid in the 
tranqiulUty of surrounding nations, and in the happiness and 
welfiure of the people of India. In addition to the augfimita* 
tion of our territories and resources, the petj^lna maadlMied 
exemplary faith and equity towards omf liHl^'tfi^ration 
and lenity towards our enemies, and a sincere desire to pro- 
mote the general prosperity of this quarter of the globe. The 
position in which we are now placed is suited to the charac- 
ter of the British nation, to the principles of our laws, to the 
spirit of our constitution, and to the liberal and comprehen- 
rive policy, which becomes the dignity of a great and power- 
fid empire. 

My public duty is discharged to the satisfaction of my con- 
sdience by the prosperous establishment of system of policy, 
which promises to improve the general condition of the peo- 
ple of India, and to unite the principal native states in the 
bond of peace, under the protection of the British power. 

Welleslkv. 


No. CLXXII. 

2TSc Right Hon Lord Wm. Smtinci, Governor of Madras, to the Most 
NoUe the Marquess fFelksley, K. P., ^e. 

My Lord, Fort St. George, May 2nd, 1804. 

I have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency, by 
Major-General Dowdeswell, the address of the inhabitants of 
this settlement upon the splendid termination of the Mah- 
ratta war. 

I feel it to be almost superfluout. to expre.ss my entire 
concurrence in the sentiments of that meeting. As an Eng- 
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lishman^ I must admire and be gratefijd to l^e hhmh has 
raised my country to so high a pitch of prosperity and glory. 

Extending, however, the view beyond the immediate pros* 
pect of bur own national advantages, it is most pleasihg to 
reflect that the result of this war aflTords a hope of equal 
benefit to the great mass of the people whose rulers have 
been conquered. 

If the annals of Indian history are retraced, and more par- 
ticularly the events of later years, it will be found that tins 
vast peninsula has presented one constant scene of anarchy 
and misery. Constant revolutions, without even a professed 
legitimate object, have succeeded each other. Wars of great 
and petty chiefl;ains, unwarranted in their origin and unprin- 
cipled in their conduct, for the sole object of robbery and 
plunder, have depopulated and laid waste the general face of 
this unhappy country. Justice, order, consideration of public 
and private rights, nowhere appear in relief of tbia melan- 
choly picture. 

Happily a period has arrived to these barbarous excesses. 
For the first time, the blessings of universal tranquillity may 
be expected. That system of policy which could embrace 
the whole of India, which could comprehend in one bond of 
mutual defence and reciprocal forbearance the> predatory 
chiefs of this great empire, deserves the admiration of all the 
civilized world. That system, one of the noblest efforts of 
the wisdom and patriotism of a subject, which has founded 
British greatness upon Indian happiness, demands, in a par- 
ticular manner, the thanks and applause of his country. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful servant, 

W. Bentxnck. 


Address of the Inhabitants of Madras to the Most Noble Bxohard Marquess 
Wellesley^ KP., Governor-General and Captain-General, ^c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We the undersigned British inhabitants of the settlement 
of Madras, impressed with a just sense of the signal benefits 
which have resulted from the brilliant success of th^ late war 
against the confederated powers of the Mahratta empire. 
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Dowlat Rao Scindiali and the Rajah of Berar^ and horn the 
glorious termination of that contest^ have the honour to ap- 
proach your Excellency with our unfeigned congratulations 
on events which have raised the splendour and renown of the 
British arms and achievements to a pitch of unrivalled pre- 
eminence and grandeur. 

At an early period of your Excellency's administration over 
the affidrs of India, the inhabitants of this settlement were 
called upon by the sense which was impressed upon the 
nunds of aU, by the wisdom, energy, and success manifested 
in the measures which led to the subjugation of the French 
faction in the Deccan, and to the memorable conquest of 
Mysore, to convey the tribute of their congratulations on the 
distinguished events which marked the commencement 
your Excellency’s government. 

When your Excellency assumed the supreme authority of 
India, we saw the territories of the British nation surrounded 
and menaced by formidable enemies, and her interests sup- 
ported by precarious and doubtful alliances 5 but in the con- 
trast of the present posture of affairs with the past, the con- 
templation of the change must fill every British heart with 
sentiments of elevation and thankfulness. In the course of 
six eventful years, we have seen the conquest of Mysore 
achieved ; our powerful and inveterate enemy, the Sultan of 
Mysore, who staked the fate of his empire in seeking the 
destruction of the British power, vanquished, and the legiti- 
mate prince, now our nearest ally, raised to the throne of the 
usurper: we have seen the power of the ancient house of 
Nizam Ally, which tottered to its fall, restored in security, 
under the influence of your Excellency’s measures, and the 
son succeed in peace to his father’s possessions : we have 
seen the lawful representative of the Mahratta states com- 
pelled by the feudatories of the empire to fly for safety under 
the protection of the British government, obtain the protec- 
tion which he sought, and restored to the Musnud of his an- 
cestors ; and we have beheld the powerftil forces with which 
your Excellency was called upon to contend in support of 
the measure, humbled and subdued, after a series of triumphs 
unexampled in the annals of history. 

The confidence which we had been accustomed to repose 
in the conduct of your Excellency’s measures, had averted 
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much of the anxiety which might have been entertained at 
the prospect of engaging in hostilities with the combined 
armies of the Mahratta empire ; but unlimited as was our 
confidence in the wisdom, foresight, and energy of your Ex- 
cellency’s councils, the auspicious conclusion of that war has 
surpassed the hope that could have been indulged in the 
most sanguine mind; and when it can scarcely have been 
known in Europe that the British armies had been compelled 
to engage in hostile operations, victory and peace have fol- 
lowed a series of events of which the brilliancies can alone be 
equalled by the rapidity of their succession. 

While we admire the wisdom and vigour of your Excel- 
lency’s counsels in foreseeing the threatening danger, and in 
seizing the critical moment of action ; while we admire, with 
sentiments which must endear their names to every Briton, 
those distinguished generals who led forth our armies to vic- 
tory in Hindostan and the Deccan, and the discipline, perse- 
verance, and valour of the officers and troops, who have, 
under your Excellency’s auspices, performed deeds which in 
heroism and glory cannot be surpassed, we beg to assure 
your Excellency thaLt we are not less impressed with senti- 
ments of admiration at the signal example of forbearance and 
moderation which your Excellency has manifested to the 
world in stopping the career of victory, at thje moment when 
the power of our adversaries was threatened with annihila- 
tion, and in restoring peace to the empire of India, on foun- 
dations which promise, under the favour of Divine Provi- 
dence, the long and undisturbed enjoyment of that invaluable 
blessing. 

In this last great measure of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment, we recognise, with sentiments of national pride and 
satisfaction, a bright example of the operation of the princi- 
ples of virtue and justice which have so eminently charac- 
terized your Excellency’s administration. Splendid as the 
success of the British arms has been, your Excellency’s fame 
will gather increased lustre from the inviolable attachment to 
public faith, and the disposition to cultivate and extend the 
arts of peace, which have formed so proud and elevated a 
feature in your Excellency’s character; and while the con- 
quests which have been achieved under your Excellency’s 
guidance have been great and important beyond form^ 
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example^ the glory of those deeds will shine more conspi* 
(juously pre-eminent, from your Excellency’s humanity and 
munificence in softening the fallen fortunes of the vanquished 
enemies of our nation. 

In conveying to your Excellency our acknowledgements of 
the unexampled talents, energy, and success with which the 
foreign relations of the British power in India have, under 
your Excellency’s administration, been upheld, invigorated, 
and enlarged ; for the greatness to which the fame of our 
power has been raised abroad ; for the uprightness and wis- 
dom with which public credit has been maintained, our insti- 
tutions improved, and justice administered at home ; we join 
our voice in unison with every British auhject Who has nit^ 
hessed and participated the inestimable benefits of your 
Excellency’s Government. 

(Signed by all the Inhabitants.) 


Reply of the Governor-^General. 

Gentlemen, 

The British inhabitants of the settlement of Madras are 
entitled to the most public demonstration of my sincere gra- 
titude and respect. 

The zealous, able, and honourable support which I received 
from Fort St. George, at the commencement of my adminis-* 
tration, constituted an efficient cause of the success of our 
counsels and arms in augmenting the glory and power of oiir 
country, by the seasonable restoration of our alliances in the 
Deccan, by the splendid and auspicious conquest of Mysore, 
and by the happy settlement of that valuable kingdom. 

The recollection of those memorable transactions is indt*^ 
libly fixed in my mind# At this distance of time, I reflect 
with increasing pleasure upon the splendid series of events 
which terminated in the prosperous settlement of Mysore, 
and established the main foundations of our glorious success 
in the late contest with the Mahratta power. Our recent 
triumphs, therefore, have revived and confirmed my grateful 
remembrance of the useful assistance which I received during 
the critical period of my residence upon the coast of Coro-^ 
mandel from the loyalty, public spirit, active zeal, and etni^ 
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nent ability which ch^acterize the civil and military service, 
and the British inhabitants of Madras. 

The success of our military operations in the Deccan, 
during the war with the Mahratta confederates, was essen- 
tially promoted by the continuance of the same happy spirit 
of concord and union which animated the conduct of the 
Government, and of the settlement of IMadras during the 
contest with the hostile power of Mysore. 

Under these circumstances, it is highly satisfactory to me 
to receive this distinguished mark of the continued confidence 
and esteem of a settlement which has abundantly supplied 
the means and instruments of the success of my administra- 
tion in every exigency of difficulty or danger : and I accept, 
with particular pleasure, the cordial assurance of your parti- 
cipation in the exalted sentiments of national glory, inspired 
by the illustrious achievements of our generals, officers, and 
troops, during the war, and by the principles of British jus- 
tice, humanity, and honour, which have regulated the condi- 
tions of the peace. 

The welfare of each of the Presidencies is equally the 
anxious object of my solicitude and duty. Under the advan- 
tages of restored peace, I shall continue to apply my diligent 
attention to the important purpose of extending througl^ut 
this empire, every practical improvement in the internal ad- 
ministration of public affairs. In the progress of this salutary 
work, 1 contemplate the rising prosperity of the great settle- 
ment of Madras with peculiar interest and satisfaction. During 
the course of my administration, extensive, valuable, and po- 
pulous provinces have been added to the government of Fort 
St. George ; its importance in the general scale of the empire 
has been considerably increased ; its military, financial, and 
commercial resources, augmented and improved ; and its ex- 
ternal security firmly established under a system of foreign 
relations calculated to protect peaceful industry, to cherish 
the growth of private property, and of internal wealth, and 
to strengthen and consolidate the powers of the government 
by the general happiness and welfare of the people. 

The laudable sentiments which you have expressed in this 
address, combined with my confidence in the respectable and 
honourable hands which adnnnister the internal affairs of Fort 
St. George, afford a firm expectation that, while justice, public 
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faith, superior strength, and unrivalled military fame, shall 
secure the British empire in India against the assaults of our 
enemies, the provinces subject to the Presidency of Fort St. 
George will partake of the general prosperity, in a proportion 
adequate to their extent and importance, to their numerous 
population, to their valuable intrinsic resources, and to their 
advantageous local position. 

Wellesley. 


No. CLXXIII. 

Frm the Honourable Jonathan Duncan^ Gouermr of Bombay, to Hu 

Emcellency the most noble Rkhard Marquess Wellesley, K. P. Governor 
General^ 

My Lord, Bombay Castle, 14th April, 1804. 

I have the honour to advise your Excellency that several 
of the principal British^ inhabitants of this settlement having, 
on the 13th of last month, applied to the Sheriff to convene a 
general meeting to consider of an address to your Excellency, 
on the subject of the late happy termination of hostilities in 
India, Mr. Nash, the Sheriff, appointed this meeting to take 
place on Thursday the22d of March, at the hall of the office 
of police ; where, having opened the business of the day, and 
Mr. Henshaw having been requested to take the chair a Com- 
mittee was, after a very eloquent and impressive speech from 
Mr. Thriepland, appointed to prepare an address, consisting 
of the following gentlemen : — Robert Henshaw, Esq. ; Robert 
Anderson, Esq.; Major-Gen. John Bellassis ; Major-Gen. 
Richard Jones ; Helonus Scott, Esq. ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Watson, 75th regiment ; James Augustus Grant, Esq. ; Simon 
Halliday, Esq. ; S, M. Thriepland, Esq. ; William Dowdes- 
well, Esq. ; William Kennedy, Esq. ; Charles Forbes, Esq. 
and Patrick Hadow, Esq. 

These gentlemen having drawn up the form of an address, 
it was, in due course, approved of and signed by the civil 
servants, the military and marine officers, the clergy, the gen- 
tlemen of the professions of law and physic, the merchants, 

* The present distin^j^uished friend of Jndia, and deservedly esteemed 
Baronet, Sir Charles Foibes, for whose uniform kindness and much valued 
friendship, the Editor is happy to testify his grateful remembrance.— [E».] 
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and other classes of our inhabitants ; in which state the same 
committee waited upon me with it on the 6th instant, re- 
questing that I would forward it to your Excellency in such 
manner as I should think proper ; and Col. Woodington having 
offered his services, and desired to he honored with the charge 
of this cordial and sincere expression of the sentiments of the 
settlement on an occasion no less important to the interests of 
the United Kingdom, than honourable and glorious to your 
Excellency’s administration, I have with pleasure availed my- 
self of this channel of forwarding the present communication, 
with the address, that it may be offered to your Excellency 
by an officer, who, having had opportunities to distinguish 
himself in the course of the general service to which it refers, 
has thence already attracted the high and gratifying honour 
of your Excellency’s approbation. 

A separate address has, on the present truly interesting 
occasion, been made to the honourable Major-General Wel- 
lesley by the same inhabitants, of which, and of the honour- 
able General’s answer, copies are herewith submitted for your 
Excellency’s notice.* 

I have the honour to be, 

with the utmost respect, my Lord, 
your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Duncan. 


Bombay Address to hs Ewcellenoy the most noble Richard, Marquess 
Wellesley, K, P Governor-General and Capta%n-Generai,^c* fyc. 

Bombay, 22d. March, 1804. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the undersigned British subjects, now residing in Bom- 
bay, beg leave to offer to your Excellency our sincere congra- 
tulations on the happy termination of a war, distinguished by 
a succession of the most brilliant, rapid, and important vic- 
tories over confederated chieftains, long versed in the prac- 
tice of arms, possessed of every advantage which a vast supe- 
riority of numbers could afford, in a country protected by 
fortresses of great natural strength, and with such a formid- 


^ See the Duke uf Welliiiijton’s Dcbpatches. 
2 Q 
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able force of artillery on their works, and in the field, as 
Easter^ ambition has seldom accumulated to disturb the 
tranquillity of surrounding States ; and which, at once, evinced 
the danger of farther delay, and augmented the difficulties of 
immediate success* 

In estimating the causes of this decisive and unparalleled 
career, we are deeply sensible how much is due to ihe gal- 
lant armies and their illustrious leaders, whose persevering 
ardour (viewing nothing done while anything great or glo- 
rious remained to be accomplished), has left their country no 
wish connected with the war tmgratified, nor any of its objects 
unfiilfilL^. But we cannot forget that there is yet a supmior 
ckim to our gratitude on this oc<^sion ; and, when we address 
your Excellency as the source whence the high and indelible 
ohligation proceeds, we are convinced we use the language of 
aB who are animated with zeal for the prosperity of the Bri- 
tish isles, and are duly aware that the proud and command- 
ing rank which the British Empire occupies among the na- 
tions of Europe is indissolubly linked with the permanence of 
its power, consequence, and authority among the States of 
Asia. 

That such signal success should have crowned the arms of 
our country at a moment of so much interest to us all, from 
the arduous and important contest which an inveterate 
enemy has renewed at home, is an additional reason for 
exultation on this occasion ; and when we reflect that a blow 
has been struck in one campaign which destroys the laboured 
fabric of that enemy’s insidious policy in the Peninsula, and 
every other part of India, we look in vain for any former 
example of a war where an object of such lasting benefit was 
the result of so short a struggle bestowed on its attainment. 

The magnitude of this, and of the various other advan- 
tages of the war, would have more than recompensed the 
greatest sacrifices; hut, instead of those, we have had the 
satisfaction of remarking that there never was a period in the 
history of India when public credit (the sure criterion of pub- 
lic confidence and opinion), was at a higher pitch than when 
the armies of the several Pesidencies were engaged in active 
operations, and the fate of the contest was, as yet, the sub- 
ject of hope alone; but hope, confirmed by the inspiring 
recollection of the past, and a knowledge that the same 
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vigorous and enlightened councils which presided over the 
campaign of Mysore still reigned in the cahinet5 while hearts, 
which the same undaunted valour animated, beat high for 
equal glory in the field* 

Had we no other means of estimating the extent and value 
of the obligation which your Excellency’s memorable admi* 
nistration of their affairs has conferred on the honourable 
Company, this striking contrast to the experience of fortn^ 
times (when the hour of victory was sometimes marked with 
the same financial embarrassment and depression which 
aggravated the moment of defeat), would itself he suffi- 
cient for that purpose ; and, when the close of that splendid 
administration arrives, the loss to British India will only be 
alleviated by reflecting, that whatever is essential to the per- 
manence of its prosperity, the stability of its power, and the 
fame of its arms, has already been accomplished; and, that 
sufficient praise will belong to those who succeed to the 
management of affairs if they maintaiin the system wimii they 
find established, preserve the elevation wMch &e mrional 
character has every where acquired^ sm& ptev^ tibe revival 
of dangers which your Excellency hm lahoiiEed widt cmdx 
signal and complete success to avert and tD siibdiBe* 

We have the honour to he, with the greatest r^^pee^ 
may it please your Excellency, 
your Excellency’s most obedient 

and humble Servants. 


of the Gavernor^GeneraL 

Gentlemen, 

The congratulations which you are pleased to offer to me 
on the happy termination of the late war, manifest the most 
honourable, zealous, and just spirit of attachment to the pub- 
lic welfare, and to the national fame and glory. 

I accept the animated expressions of your confidence and 
favourable opinion with a due estimation of the liberal senti- 
ments which dictated your address, and with a high sense of 
the honour conveyed to me by this public testimony of your 
approbation. 

Your vicinity to the theatre of the war in the Deccan has 
enabled you to appreciate with accuracy and justice, the 



ADBKESSES 


July, 


magnitude of the dangers which have been surmounted, and 
the extent of the substantial advantages which have been ob- 
tained by this signal triumph of the 'British arms. In the 
commencement and progress of the war in the western quarter 
of India, the efficiency of various important branches of our 
military operations was secured by the active aid of the go- 
vernment, of the civil and military service, and of the British 
inhabitants of Bombay, and the useful and cordip.1 assistance 
which you cmatributed in your several capacities to promote 
the common cause in the hour of peril, entitles you to partici- 
pate in the honour which has attended our glorious success. 

The exertions of Bombay during the late contest have re- 
called to my recollection the distinguished services of that 
settlement in.a crisis of equal importance ; and I have viewed 
with confidence and satisfaction the revival of the same 
energy and zeal which facilitated the success of our arms in 
Mysore. 

It is grateful to my mind, that the conclusion of peace 
should have established national advantages, from which, 
peculiar^ benefit will be derived to the settlement of Bombay, 
hy the security and extension of its commerce, military re- 
sources, territorial revenues, and political influence and 
power. The magnitude and importance of these advantages 
afford a due reward to the loyalty, public zeal and courage 
uniformly displayed by the settlement of Bombay during my 
administration. Having borne a considerable share in the 
burthen and hazard of war, you have received a just propor- 
tion of the benefits of peace. 

You may rely on the continuance of my earnest endeavours 
to promote the improvement of those benefits, in your opu- 
lent and public spirited settlement ; and to maintain the inte- 
rests, honour, and welfare of Bombay, by a just application 
of the same principles of public policy which have contri- 
buted to secure the general prosperity of the British empire 
in Asia. 


Wbelesley. 
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No. CLXXIV. 

The Oovernor^General to the Hon, Jonathan Duncan^ 

Sir, July 6, 1804. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your kind and satisfac- 
tory letter, received by Colonel Woodington, together with 
the address of the British inhabitants of Bombay. 

I have publicly delivered to Colonel Woodington my answer 
to that spirited and eloquent address, Colonel Woodington 
will transmit my answer to you, with my request, that you 
will be pleased to communicate it to the chairman of the 
meeting, which has declared so honourable a sense of the 
success of my endeavours to serve my country in the arduous 
station in which I am placed. 

I request you to receive my warmest thanks for the obliging 
expressions with which you have been pleased to accompany 
this grateful and respectable communication. 

It was peculiarly satisfactory to me to receive the address 
from the hands of Colonel Woodington, for whose services I 
entertain a sincere and cordial respect. 

The copy of the address presented by the British inhabi- 
tants of Bombay to Major-General Wellesley, and the copy 
of that officer’s answer, transmitted with your letter, excited 
the most lively interest in my mind. The address presented 
to Major-General Wellesley furnishes an additional instance 
of the sincere and zealous attachment of the settlement of 
Bombay to the interests and honour of our country. The 
public spirit of that proceeding demands the expression of 
my public approbation. 

I am also highly sensible of the personal esteem and regard 
which the same proceeding manifests towards me ; and I re- 
quest you to assure the British inhabitants of Bombay that I 
shall ever retain a sense of their personal favours, propor- 
tioned to my solicitude for the fame and honour of Major- 
General Wellesley ; whose character and conduct have com- 
bined in my mind every sentiment of private affection and 
attachment, with the most urgent duty of public respect, ad- 
miration, and gratitude. 

Major-General Wellesley’s answer to the address, which 
he had the honour of receiving, is worthy of the character of 
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that distinguished officer, and entirely conformable to my 
sentiments.^ 

I have the honour to be, 

with great respect, Sir, 

your faithful servant, 

Wedlesdey, 


No. CLXXV. 

Address ff<m the British Inh(d>ttafiis qf Bhmgulpere^ 

ZUlah Bhaugtdpore, Mardb, 15, 1804. 
May it tdbase your Exoeddenoy, 

Precluded by our local situation fSrom uniting in the late 
address to your Excellency of the inhabitants of Calcutta, 
but concurring in, and impressed with the same sentiments ; 
We, the British inhabitants, residing in the district of Bhau- 
gulpore in the province of Behar, beg leave to approach your 
Excellency with our ardent and respectful congratulations, 
on the happy termination of hostilities, and the restoration 
of peace to Hindostan. 

In contemplating the rise, progress and termination of the 
late glorious war, we view with admiration the comprehensive 
sagacity which at once embraced the extensive and alarming 
consequences of the Mahratta confederacy, and with the ut* 
most promptitude and vigour, provided the means of com^ 
pletely defeating them. 

The rapid succession of splendid military achievements in 
the prosecution of your Excellency’s plans during the last 
few months, and the successful conclusion of the war, have 
established on the most solid and permanent foundation the 
British empire in India, and inseparably connected your 
Excellency’s fame with the national prosperity and renown. 

We further remark, with extreme satisfaction, the display 
of the British character in the clemency and moderation of 
the terms of peace, granted to the enemy in the career of 
victory; and we should suppress our feelings, if we omitted 

* There were addresses to the Goremor-General from every Bntish 
station in India ; but those here given are sufficient to shew the feelings 
pervading the minds of the inhabitants of our eastern settlements as to the 
policy of the Mahratta war.— [En ] 
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to express our pleasure and exultation, in viewing the tri- 
umph of humanity, generosity and Justice, displayed by the 
emancipation of the unfortunate, but illustrious house of 
Timoor; and its restoration to dignity and independence, 
under the protection of the mild and equitable British go- 
vernment in India. 

An act so noble and disinterested, cannot fail to impress 
with indelible characters of admiration and gratitude, the 
minds of the natives of Hindostan, and to engage their at- 
tachment to the British nation and its interests ; nor to in- 
spire every generous Briton with the most exalted notions of 
your Excellency’s humanity and liberali^^ 

We trust it ^1 not be considered foreign to this address 
to observe, that we contemplate with the utmost veneifation, 
the consummate skill and heroism which his Excellency Ge- 
neral Lake, our illustrious Commander-in-chief, evinced in a 
rapid series of brilliant and successful exploits, triumphing 
over every obstacle which could be opposed to his progress, 
by an enemy vastly superior in numbers, and in discipline 
and equipment exceeding any native armies hitherto opposed 
to the British forces 

We also beg leave to notice in similar respectful terms, our 
admiration of the honorable Major-General Wellesley’s rapid 
successes, whose splendid victories were not less arduous, nor 
of less importance to the general cause. In expressing these 
sentiments, our gratitude to our brave officers and soldiers is 
also excited, for their patient, zealous, and laborious exer- 
tions in the field. 

May your Excellency’s measures invariably be attended 
with the same brilliant success ; and may your happiness in 
private life be proportionable to your public conduct and in- 
valuable services to the state ; and may your Excellency ex- 
perience the most honourable effects of the lasting gratitude 
of your King and country. 

We have the honour to be, 
with the most profoimd respect, 
your Excellency’s most obedient, 

and most humble servants. 
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No. CLXXVI. 

MoarihedfMd Address to hU EmolUncn the mmt mhte Richard Marquen 
Welleeleyt Knight of the meet iUuetriom Order of St Ratriek, 

Governor^^General and CaptainMeneral qf the Forces tf his Majesty and 
the Honordhk Company in India, ^c» 

Moorsliedabad^ February 22^ 1804. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the European inhabitants of Moorshedabad and its 
vicinity, impelled by sentiments of the highest respect for 
your Excellences character, and equal admiration of the brih 
Kant effects of your Lordship^s wise and successful adminb- 
tration, request to be permitted to approach you with heart- 
felt and sincere congratulations on the happy termination of 
the late war and the conclusion of a treaty replete with emi- 
nent and important advantages of instant possession and of 
beneficial consequences to an almost incalculable extent. 
When considered, as giving solid and permanent security to 
the possessions of the British empire in every part of India, 
not only those who have the happiness to be placed under 
your Excellency's immediate government, but the British na- 
tion at large, and Britons in all parts of the globe, will pay 
the tribute of grateful admiration to those transcendent ta- 
lents and splendid abilities which wisely planned the mea- 
sures for carrying on this just and necessary conflict ; and to 
that energy of character which concentered and applied the 
resources of government, and thereby ensured success rapid, 
brilliant, and unparalleled. 

The gallant exertions of the armies, animated by the valour 
and example of their leaders, have fully seconded your Lord- 
ship's intentions, and have given complete effect to your well 
digested plans ; thereby consolidating, extending, and giving 
full and secure stability to our possessions in India, annihi- 
lating completely the heretofore formidable and apparently 
established interests of our natural enemies the French, 
evincing, that under such auspices, the united and combined 
force of native powers is wholly unequal to a contest with 
British valour ; and whilst lustre has been added to our na- 
tional glory the purposes of humanity have been essentially 
promoted by the happy and complete emancipation of an 
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august sovereign and his numerous family, who have long 
suffered under the pressure of severe calamity. 

On these glorious and happy events, fraught with present 
advantage and future benefit, effected at a most important 
crisis, when the mother country engaged in an arduous strug- 
gle for her liberties and dearest interests, feels mest forcibly 
every acquisition of strength and resource tending to weaken 
her enemies and cripple their exertions, we, as eye witnesses, 
reflect with astonishment, gratitude and admiration. These 
events will hereafter animate the page of history, and lighten 
the toil of the historian, who will dwell with rapture on a de- 
tail of facts and circumstances, adding to the splendour of 
the national character and almost challenging belief from 
their number, importance, and consequences. 

May your Excellency long continue to guide the helm of 
the British empire in Asia, and to add, by a succession of 
exertions emanating from consummate wisdom, and fraught 
with sound justice and perfect integrity, to the security of 
the national interests, the advancement of its glory, and to 
the happiness and comforts of those who reside under your 
well directed authority and fostering protection. 

With those sentiments of grateful and profound respect 
and decided attachment to your person and character, which 
animate us in common with all Britons in India, we beg leave 
to subscribe ourselves. 

My Lord, 

your Excellency’s most faithfbl and obedient 
humble servants. 


No. CLXXVII. 

BENARES. 

March 24th, 1804. 

At a Meeting of the British inhabitants of the Province of 
Benares, holden at Secrole, on the 24th of March 180^ Mr. 
Thomas Brooke being unanimously called to the chair, the 
business of the day was opened by the Chairman, in the fol- 
lowing appropriate speech ; 

“The purpose for which this assembly has been convened, 
is to consider of a suitable and respectful address firom the 
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British inhabitants of this Proyince, to that high and exalted 
character by whose wisdom, foresight, and energy, the long 
planned machinations of our enemies have been defeated, the 
British empire in India twice preserved, and by the late 
honourable peace concluded with the Rajah of Berar and 
Bowlut Rao Scindiah at length secured on a firm and solid 
basis* 

'^Knowing as 1 do, the sentiments of all the gentlemen 
present, and of those residing in this Province, it is unneces- 
sary for me to point out that the late war was solely under- 
tidcen on prindples purely defensive, that it was not until 
every means by negotiation with the powers that had assem- 
bled their forces in a menacing position tp had Med, 

that bis Excellency the most noUe the GNni'pB^^^neral had 
recourse to arms. 

** The decisive energy which was then displayed in the cabi- 
net and in the field, is the object of our present pride, and 
win be the admiration of future generations. To him, from 
whom these noble feelings of exultation arise, is due the 
most public testimony of our gratitude. 

^*On such an occasion, words can but feebly express the 
sentiments that must alike glow in every bosom, and animate 
every heart. I shall therefore confine myself to proposing, 
that, an address expressive of our gratitude, our attachment, 
and our admiration he prepared and presented to his Excel- 
lency the most noble the Governor-General Marquess Wel- 
lesley” 

The proposal was seconded by Mr. Hawkins in the follow- 
ing speech : 

I heartily second the motion. Whilst surrounding societies 
are ojBTering to our most noble the Governor-General, the just 
tribute of their unbounded admiration of the wisdom, energy, 
and unparalleled success of his Excellency’s most brilliant 
administration, and of public gratitude for the signal services 
rendered by that exalted personage to the British empire at 
large, and to the Asiatic branch of it in particular, let not 
silence on our part leave room for a supposition, that, these 
sentiments glow with less warmth in our bosoms than in the 
rest of our countrymen in India.” 

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and the folloyring 
address presented to his Excellency. 
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Benare* Aidrett. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We the British inhabitants of the Province of Benares, 
beg your Excellency to accept our heartfelt congratulations 
on the splendid advantages derived to the British empire 
from the late memorable peace concluded in Hindostan. 

Reviewing the transactions which preceded this distinguished 
event, the vigorous decision with which the alarming designs 
of the Mahratta potentates of Malwa and Berar were repelled 
has appeared to us suitable to the whole tenour of your Ex- 
cellency’s administration 5 and your Excellency’s subsequent 
measures have amply justified the confidence which this 
energetic commencement of the war inspired. 

Under the favour of Providence, the guidance of your 
Excellency’s presiding genius, and the matchless conduct of 
the Generals, the brilliant career of our arms has surpassed 
all former example ; and with exultation we have beheld our 
gallant forces surmounting by an invincible spirit all the 
obstacles opposed to them by severity of climate, by difficult 
and remote countries, by fortresses deemed impregnable, by 
the desperate resistance of numerous and disciplined armies, 
and advancing with unrivalled Rapidity from success to success, 
from victory to victory, until our humbled enemies found 
their sole refuge in your Excellency’s magnanimity. 

Fortunate it has been in this arduous crisis that your Ex- 
cellency could avail yourself of powerful means, the fruit of 
your Excellency’s previous exertions- 

The period is yet recent when an army under the control 
of French officers menaced the authority of our ally the Nizam, 
and the resources of Mysore were united in the hands of a 
dangerous, aspiring and implacable foe, but during the late 
contest we have seen those states affording cordial and effica- 
cious aid to the British cause. 

Led by this striking contrast to extend our view to the 
whole series of your Excellency’s measures, we have recog- 
nized the genuine character of a policy which commands 
fortune, and which, in securing present advantages and re- 
pelling present dangers, prepares the foundations of strength, 
and the sources of future glory. 
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At length a propitious and honourable peace has rewarded 
your Excellency’s cares. The seeds of incalculable evils 
have perished in the annihilation of French influence, the 
general pacification of Hindostan has been elFected on wise 
and equitable principles, and the prosperity of the British 
empire in India, reposes on the stable basis of improved ter- 
ritorial strength, of new and beneficial alliances, of encreased 
glory, of confirmed reputation for humanity, moderation, and 
good faith; nor can we esteem it the least important triumph 
of your Excellency’s liberal and enlightened policy, that the 
unfortunate and oppressed Monarch, the oljject of affection- 
ate veneration to the Musselman inhabitants of Hindostan, 
now ranks in the number of princes, who acknowlege the 
most signal obUgations to British valour, and British gene- 
rosity. 

Reflecting on these great achievements, we feel impelled 
by every sentiment of personal attachment and of public duty 
to express to your Excellency, our lively sense of the trans- 
cendent talents and illustrious virtues, by which your Excel- 
lency has supported in these distant provinces the fortunes 
of our country, and by which your Excellency has entitled 
yourself to a most conspicuous place among the statesmen 
and heroes who have raised the fame and power of Great 
Britain, and nobly united her cause with the dearest interests 
of humanity and justice. 


Address of the Military Officers to Major-General George Deare^ command^ 
ing the station of Benares, fyc. 

Sir, 

We, the British commissioned and staff officers of the first 
battalion of the 1st native regiment at Helliah, having had 
the honour to he informed by your Brigade Major, that an 
Address is prepared, and about to be despatched by the 
British inhabitants of Benares, congratulating his Excellency 
the most noble the Governor-General in Council, upon the 
late glorious success of the British arms in India, under the 
happy auspices of the directing wisdom of his Lordship’s 
counsels ; and that if we authorize some person there to add 
our names to the said address, it is probable that a letter 
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from hence would reach Benares, before the despatch of 
the same from thence ; 

We, the above-mentioned therefore, being entirely actuated 
by the same loyal desire to approach his Lordship, with our 
humble and heartfelt congratulations, which pervades the 
rest of the community; and being at the same time anxious, 
that the accomplishment of this faithful and loyal wish may 
not depend upon the uncertain probability of a letter from 
hence arriving in due time at Benares, 

We do therefore, with the greatest respect entreat, that 
you Sir, as our immediate commanding officer, will have the 
goodness to forward to his Lordship’s Military Secretary, if 
you deem him to be the proper medium, the following ex- 
pressions (however inadequate) of our most sincere joy, our 
lively gratitude, profound respect, and high admiration, upon 
the subject *of the late glorious and unparalleled successes. 

For us to attempt to descant at large upon so high a theme, 
would, (we conceive) not only be superfluous, but beyond the 
limits of our abilities and condition. We must therefore 
confine ourselves to the more suitable, but not less grateful 
duty, of laying at his Excellency’s feet, our humble, faithful, 
and loyal congratulations, upon the distinguished marks of 
honour and favour, which Dj^ine Providence, the fountain of 
wisdom and valour, hath bestowed upon his Excellency, in 
selectmg him, specially, for the high and arduous task of go- 
verning this great empire, and in making his Excellency the 
organ, and the centre, of that spirit of wisdom and fortitude, 
valour, justice, and moderation, which has not only saved 
British and Christian India, at this awful crisis, from a for- 
midable confederacy, but has also in all human certainty, 
established the glory and prosperity of the same, upon a 
broader and deeper foundation. 

Next to those sentiments of religious gratitude and praise, 
which are due in the first place to the great Ruler of princes, 
and Disposer of all events, our tribute of grateful and humble 
admiration, is due to his Excellency, whose wisdom we trace 
in its signal effects. 

That the same Divine Providence, who has so highly ex- 
alted and honoured his Excellency, may be pleased long to 
continue to inspire his Excellency with every grace and virtue, 
which may render him the guardian and true glory of a loyal, 
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grateM and a Christian community, is tihe humble and cor- 
dial prayer of 
Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servants, 
Georob Prode, Lieut.-Colonel, 
and ail the other Officers. 

JlelM, Maroh 21th 1804. 


No, CLXXVm. 

^direst of the InhMtanU of PtOna to Peter Spehe, Etq. Preeidint of the 
Commttee <f the BritUh Inhaiitants foe preoenting an Address to Ms 
EmoAteney the Most NoUe the M<a‘quess 0'eBesley. 

SxR, 

We the British inhabitants of the province of Behar, iaoh 
pressed with the most lively sensations of adnuration, attach- 
ment, and respect for die person and government of his 
Excellency the most noble Marquess Wellesley, beg leave. 
Sir, to express to you our regret that, on account of our 
great distance from the Presidency, we have been excluded 
irom the benefit of subscribing the address presented by 
your Committee to our illustrious Governor-General on the 
late happy terminaiion of hostilities in India ; the sentiments 
of that Address corresponding in the fullest manne:^ with our 
own feelings on this momentous occasion. 

Thus unfortunately precluded from the advantage of add- 
ing our signatures to your address, we entreat. Sir, that you 
wffi do us the favour to assure his Excellency of the high 
sense of veneration which we entertain of the splendour and 
value of his distmgtushed talents and transcendent virtues, 
and of our hearty concurrence in your congratulations on the 
glorious issue of a war of such magnitude and importance*— 
a war which, being commenced through necessity, was con- 
ducted with that degree of wisdom, promptitude, and valour, 
which has never been surpassed, and from whence his Excel- 
lency and our gallant armies have acquired immortal honotur 
for themselves ; at the same time that the most solid advan- 
tages have accrued to the British nation and its allies, by the 
annihilation of French influence throughout India, and from 
an equitable distribution of power, which has secured, on a 
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firm basis^ the invaluable blessings of peace to the whole 
peninsula. 

We further beg leave to request that you will have the 
goodness to express to his Excellency our most cordial con- 
currence in the resolutions of the British inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta which are connected with the subject of the address. 

We have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect, Sir, 
your most obedient and humble servants. 

(Signed by all the Inhabitants.) 

Patnay March \2thj 1804 . 


No. CLXXIX. 

AMrm from the British Inhabitants of Cuttack to his Excellency the most 
noble the Marquess IVellesley^ICP, Governor-^GeneralandCaptatn^General 
of all the Land Forces serving in India, ^c. 

May it please yoxjr Excellency, 

While the public admiration and gratitude has been at- 
tracted, and glowingly expressed in such respectable quarters 
of this empire, on the great and substantial advantages arising 
from your Excellency’s measures, we should deem ourselves 
deficient in the sentiments of public spirit, which become 
every British subject, if we were to neglect the opportunity 
which the example of other stations affords us, of soliciting 
your Excellency’s favourable acceptance of our zealous con- 
gratulations on the glorious events, and auspicious result of 
the late war with the 

The laudable principle of just solicitude for the maintenance 
of the public honour, and the prosperity of the national 
interests, combined with sentiments of the highest personal 
veneration and respect for your Excellency, induce us to hope, 
that your Excellency will receive with approbation, the res- 
pectful tribute of our sincere participation in those feelings of 
admiration and applause, which have been universally excited 
by the wisdom of your Excellency’s councils, by the unparal- 
leled energy of your Excellency’s measures, by the splendour 
of the military achievements under your Excellency’s auspi- 
ces, and by the incalculable benefits which the British empire 
has acquired, under the general pacification of India. 
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The importance of your Excellency’s services is propor- 
tionate to the inestimable blessings secured to this country, 
by the exertion of those talents and virtues, which have dis- 
tinguished every measure of your Excellency’s administration, 
from the glorious conquest of Seringapatam in 1799, until the 
memorable peace concluded in 1803. In the course of that 
period, the most arduous measures have been carried into 
execution with unequalled splendour and success, and the 
interests of the British empire in India have been gradually 
strengthened, until they h^ve attained, by the result of the 
late war, the highest degree of prosperity stabijlity. 

Your Excellency is therefore entitled, not omy to the 
admiration and applause of every Briton, but to the gratitude 
of every person, who cm es€m[ate the extent and importance 
of your transcendent public services. 

The tribute of our applause is also justly due to those illus- 
trious characters, his Excellency General Lake, and the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley, the memory of whose 
heroic achievments, will be cherished in the grateful recol- 
lection of every Briton, who is animated by the love of his 
country. 

Having been distinguished by your Excellency’s approba- 
tion of our conduct, in the execution of your plans, in the 
conquest of this Province ; we flatter ourselves that the una- 
nimous testimony of our sentiments on the present occasion, 
will not be considered as a departure from that respect and 
subordination which are due to your Excellency, no less in 
your private character, than as the chief executive authority 
in this great empire. 

We beg to assure your Excellency, that no period of time 
can efface from our memories the recollection of services, 
which have so justly exalted your name and character ; and 
that we shall feel to the latest moment of existence, the deep- 
est interest in any event, which may be connected with your 
Excellency’s fame and happiness, 

(Signed) John Melvill, &c. &c. 

March 30th, 1804, 
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No. CLXXX. 

TranslaUon of an Address from the Native Inhabitants of Calcutta to his 
Eafcellency the most noble the Marquess Wellesley. 

May it please your Excellency, 

When by a long series of unfortunate and unavoidable cir- 
cumstances the affairs of the universe are involved in anarchy 
and confusion, and whole nations groan under the dreadful 
effects of tyranny and oppression, the Almighty and all-merciful 
Deity, in his infinite benevolence selects a personage of con- 
summate excellence for the purpose of restraining the cruel 
career of powerful tyrants, and of restoring to the world the 
4)lessings of universal peace, order and tranquillity. 

With joy and gratitude we acknowledge the seasonable 
interposition of divine Providence, in the selection of your 
Excellency by whose wise and energetic councils the rapa- 
cious designs of lawless ambition have been successfully 
frustrated, and the rights aad happiness of millions have been 
firmly secured and established. 

From the period of time when the authority of the British 
nation was first acknowledged in various parts of the fertile 
and extensive provinces of Hiudostan, to whatsover quarter 
the skill and bravery of its generals directed the march of its 
armies, victory and success like willing servants have ever 
accompanied their movements and waited upon their progress. 

The several exalted personages who have superintended 
the government of these heaven bestowed dominions, as 
well PS the subordinate officers who have conducted the 
detail of the civil administration by the strictest principles of 
justice, honour and integrity, have consulted the happiness 
and prosperity of every class of the honourable Company’s 
subjects, and by the establishment of regulations calculated 
to ensure the preservation of the rights and interests of the 
inhabitants of the conquered countries, have secured the 
approbation of their Creator. 

The advantages resulting from this distribution of justice 
have been demonstrated by the loyalty and ready obedience 
of the inhabitants, and by their consequent state of improved 
prosperity and augmented happiness. 

Praised be the Almighty for all his favours, but more espe- 

YOL. nr. R 
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dally that at a time when the neighbouring chieftains jealous 
of the power of the British Government were anxious to 
effect the ruin and desolation of these fertile provinces, He, 
in his gracious Providence thought fit to select your Excel- 
lency to frustrate the ambitious designs of the wicked, and 
to secure the happiness and prosperity of these dominions. 

Since the period of your Excellency’s auspicious arrival in 
this country, we have beheld with gratitude and admiration 
a succession of splendid victories unexampled in the annals 
of former ages. 

Under the providence of the Almighty, we attribute to your 
Excellency’s unrivalled wisdom, prudence and energy, these 
brilliant successes, by the result of which, numerous and ex- 
tensive provinces have been rescued from the tyrannical sway 
of the Mahratta chieftains, and the seat of Majesty has been 
recovered from the rapacious hands of a powerful and ambi- 
tious enemy. 

Our admiration at these successes is augmented by the 
reflection that former Emperors of Hindostanin the plenitude 
of their power, possessed of numerous armies, of ample re- 
sources, in vain attempted during a period of many years to 
overpower those states, and to reduce those fortresses, which 
under the direction of your Excellency, and by the skill and 
bravery of the British Generals, and the British armies, have 
been subdued in the course of a few months. 

The fame of these triumphs, and the renown of these con- 
quests have reached the most remote quarters of the world, 
and with your Excellency’s name will be transmitted with 
honour to the latest posterity. 

Under these circumstances, we heg leave with every senti- 
ment of humility, respect and gratitude, to offer to your 
Excellency our heartfelt congratulations on the attainment of 
these signal successes, and to express our earnest hopes that 
Almighty Providence may long preserve your Excellency in 
the protection of these dominions, and in the enjoyment of 
increasing power, happiness and dignity 

Calcutta^ July 9M 1804. 

* The signatures to this Address comprise all the Natives of wealth and 
rank in theiower Provinces.— ] 
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No. CLXXXI. 

Archihald Seton^ Eso.,* to the Marquess Wellesley. 

My Loro, Barelli, July 16 , 1804 . 

At a time when the heart of every Briton, who really felt 
for the prosperity of his native land, exulted in the brilliant 
success of the measures adopted by your Excellency, and 
when almost every class of British subjects who were at all 
distinguished by local or official circumstances, from the ge- 
neral body of their countrymen, manifested its grateful and 
patriotic feelings in a congratulatory address, it might natu- 
rally be expected that the gentlemen stationed in the ceded 
provinces would be anxious to be permitted to approach your 
Excellency for the purpose of expressing their feelings also, 
upon an occasion still more interesting, if possible, to themf 
than to their fellow subjects in the lower provinces of Bengal, 
since the frontier situation of the districts where they were 
stationed duilng the war, and their vicinity to the seat 
thereof, rendered them, in a manner, eye witnesses of the 
important scene, and feelingly convinced them of the admira- 
ble policy, wisdom and foresight of the measures, which, by 
securing in perpetuity the tranquillity of British India, will 
for ever render the glorious and eventful administration of 
your Excellency an era most dear to the recollection of every 
Briton. 

It was accordingly in agitation to adopt that mode of re- 
spectfully assuring your Excellency how ardently we partici- 
pated in the feelings and wishes of our countrymen. But, 
on further consideration, it occurred to us that, however 
gratifying to ourselves^ the measure would have been, — the 
smallness of our number was such as to have prevented it 
from being an ofiering worthy of being presented to your 
Excellency ; and upon that principle, it was deemed advisa- 
ble to give up the idea of requesting permission to approach 
your Excellency with a public address ; a line of conduct, to 
which we were further induced to adhere, by the reflection 
that the British inhabitants of the metropolis of British India 
virtually included and spoke for their absent countrymen in 

* Then holding the situation of Agent to the Governor-General in the 
ceded and conquered provinces. 
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this quarter ; to whose ** respect and gratitude for the emi- 
nent virtues and exalted talents so successfully exerted by 
your Excellency, for the safety and prosperity of this valua- 
ble portion of the British empire,” no powers of language can 
do justice* 

But, however insignificant our sentiments and wishes might 
have appeared, if conveyed in the form above alluded to, I 
am persuaded your Excellency will not be displeased at my 
taking the liberty to assure you, in the present more humble 
manner, that our sensations on this most interesting occasion, 
so justly dear to the feelings of every real well wisher to his 
country, are ardent, zealous, and sincere; that in our hearts 
we congratulate your Excellency on the complete and bril- 
liant success which has attended your measures; and that 
our patriotic exultations are blended with a sensation of the 
most animated personal gratitude towards your Excellency, 
as the saviour of British India, at a moment the most critical 
and arduous that had yet occurred. 

It is not, however, to British breasts alone that gratitude 
and admiration are confined. The nature of my official si- 
tuition gives me frequent opportunities of learning the senti- 
ments of the natives ; and I can with truth assert, that all 
ranks are strongly impressed with a sense of the general 
benefit which will result to India from the present decided 
preponderance of British influence, by completely checking 
that spirit of predatory warfare, which has long desolated its 
fairest provinces ; and by introducing tranquillity, regulation 
and order into countries which, almost from time immemorial 
have been the seat of war, anarchy, and rapine. 

But, what the more enlightened natives are particularly 
fond of dwelling upon, is the humanity with which the war 
has been conducted, and the salutary relief and protection 
which it has been the immediate means of afibrding to many 
illustrious families that had long been the victims of Mahratta 
oppression, combined with French rapacity. In discussing 
the subject, they appear to have a rational and well founded 
satisfaction in contrasting the conduct of the present posses- 
sors of Delhi with that of its Termer conquerors. The mise- 
ries which the inhabitants of that unfortunate city suffered 
when captured by Tamerlane, Nadir Shah, and Ahmed Shah 
Abdallee, are well known to all ranks of natives, ** It was 
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reserved,” they remark, for a British conqueror to exhibit 
the rare instance of coxfquering, not to destroy, but to pre- 
serve.” The entry of his Excellency the Commander-in- 
ehief intp Delhi was an event no less glorious to himself and 
to his victorious army than desirable to the inhabitants of 
that capital; who felt, that to be placed under British pro- 
tection, was to them the first of blessings. 

Such is the language held by the native inhabitants of a 
country which, by the enlightened policy and energetic mea- 
sures of your Excellency, has been delivered from the cala- 
mities of anarchy, injustice, and oppression. 

With a fervent and heartfelt wish, that, in addition to a 
nation’s gratitude, your Excellency may long enjoy every 
happiness and prosperity which this world can afford, I have 
the honour to be. My Lord, 

your Excellency’s most obliged and 
most obedient, humble servant, 
Archibald Seton. 


No. CLXXXII. 

TTie Marquess Wellesley to lAeut, ^General Lake. 

Sir, Fort William, March 9, 1804. 

With the most sincere satisfaction, I have the honour to 
comply with the request of this great and respectable settle- 
ment, in transmitting to your Excellency tbe Wstimony of gra- 
titude and admiration contained in the unanimous resolution 
of a general meeting of the British inhabitants of Calcutta. 

The most sacred principles of public duty, united with un- 
alterable sentiments of friendship and affectionate attach- 
ment, excite in my mind an anxious solicitude for your Ex- 
cellency’s welfare, happiness, and fame. Your Excellency’s 
splendid and valuable achievements demand every public 
honour from the justice and gratitude of your country^ No 
duty can be so acceptable to me as that of conveying to you 
the deserved reward of your arduous services. I therefore 
trust, that your Excellency will accept, with satisfaction, the 
unanimous testimony of public respect, offered to you in the 
enclosed resolution; and that you will receive with pleasure 
my cordial and zealous approbation of tbe just and laudable 
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sentiments expressed on this occasion by the British inhabi* 
tants of the capital of the British possessions in India. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


Lieut^GenercA Lah^s Reply to ihe Marquess WeUesley^ 

Head Quarters^ Camp at Rhamgur, 
My Lord, March 20, 1804. 

I have received, with sentiments of the most sincere plea- 
sure, your Lordship’s letter, conveying to me the resolution 
9 f a general meeting of the British inhabitants of Calcutta, 
to honour me with a valuable testimony of their respect and 
approbation. 

. Whilst 1 participate in that just triiimph^ which has its origin 
in the general prosperity, and in the increase of the power and 
glory of our country, I feel the satisfaction which had arisen 
from the success of my exertions in conducting the late cam- 
paign in Hindostan, greatly enhanced by so honourable a 
testimony of esteem, from a large and respectable settlement. 

The public applause, admiration and gratitude, have been 
justly excited by the foresight, wisdom and energy of your 
Lordship’s councils ; and I experience a pride and pleasure 
which can only terminate with my existence, in having con- 
tributed to conduct your Lordship’s measures to a termina- 
tion fraught with benefits at once the most splendid, the 
most stable, and the most important. 

The esteem and applause of our country form the best 
motives to animate our exertions, and are the great and 
wished-for reward of every public service. To be honoured, 
therefore, with an expression of these sentiments, in a public 
and unanimous resolution of so respectable a body of my 
countrymen, is peculiarly gratifying to every principle of 
public duty. 

The manner in which this resolution has been transmitted 
to me, the expressions of your Lordship’s friendship which 
have accompanied it, and the high approbation with which 
my exertions have been honoured, are circumstances gratify- 
ing beyond expression to the warmest feelings of my heart. 

I beg leave to offer to your Lordsh|p assurances of my 
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affectionate attachment^ and of my sincere sense of repeated 
obligations ; whilst I request the fitvour of your Lordship to 
convey to the British inhabitants of Calcutta my most grate* 
ful acknowledgements for the flattering opinion they entertain 
of my services, and for the distinguished mark of partiality 
and regard with which they have honoured me. I most ar- 
dently hope that they will continue in the same career of 
prosperity and success in which they have advanced to their 
present exalted situation of importance, opulence, and gran- 
deur. I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake. 


No. CLXXXin. 

The Right Hon. Lord Eldon to the Marquess Wellesley, 

My Lord, House of Lords, 3(1 May, 1804 

In obedience to the commands of the House of Lords, I 
have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the several 
inclosed resolutions of that House, expressive of its high 
sense of the great and important services rendered to the 
empire, by the late illustrious operations in India. 

I beg your Lordship to be assured that whilst I feel pride 
and satisfaction in being the instrument of conveying the 
gratitude of the House towards all those to whom the House 
has been pleased to express that gratitude, 1 cannot but 
more especially rejoice that I am called upon to communicate 
to your Lordship those testimonies of your country’s applause 
which your Lordship’s great services have earned from its 
justice. I have the honour to be, with sincere attachment, 

Your Lordship’s 

most faithful friend and obedient humble servant, 

Eldon. 


Die Jovis, 3° Maij, 1804. 

Resolved, Nemine Dissentiente, by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled. That the thanks of this 
House be given to the most honourable Richard Marquess 
Wellesley, Governor-General of the British possessions in the 
East Indies, for the zeal, energy and ability, with which the 
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resources of the British empire in India have been 
recently applied, under his direction, in the prosecution of the 
war against the confederate forces of Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar ; and, that this House doth eminently attribute the 
brilliant and glorious successes, which have crowned our 
arms ip that cjuarter of the globe, to the vigorous and com- 
prehensive system of measures pursued by the Marquess 
Wellesley for bringing the various armies with promptitude 
and effect into the field* 

Resolved, ^ISemine Dissentiente, That the thanks of this 
Hoi^ be given to the Right Honourable tiord Clive, late 
Governor of the settlement of Fort St* George, for his zealous, 
cordial, and honourable concurrence in promoting the military 
operations which, since the commencenifnt of the war, have 
been attended in every part of India putotcrrupted 

series of the mopt signal and splendid victories 5 and that the 
Lord Chancellor do give his Lordship the same, when Im 
Lordship is in his place in this HoUse. 

Resolved, Nemine Dissentiente, by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled, That the thanks of this 
House.be given to Jonathan Duncan, Esquire, Governor of 
Bombay, who, hy his promptitude and activity in employing the 
resources and power of that Presidency, has materially contri- 
buted to the glorious success of the British arms in India* 

Resolved, Nemine Dissentiente, by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled. That the thanks of this 
House he given to General Gerard Lake, Commander-in- 
Chief of his Majesty’s and of the Company’s forces in India, 
for the eminent judgment, active spirit, and invincible intre- 
pidity manifested by him in the command of the army serving 
in Hindostan, by which he has maintained the honour of the 
British nation, and reflected such additional lustre on the 
reputation of the British arms. 

Resolved, Nemine Dissentiente, by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled, That the thanks of this 
House be given to Major-General the honourable Frederick 
St* John, for his courage and steadiness in seconding the efforts 
of the Commander-in-Chief in Hindostan ; and also, to Major 
General the honourable Arthur Wellesley, for the many impor- 
tant, brilliant and meumrable services atchieved hy him in the 
command of the separate army within the Peccanj and also, to 
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the several officers of the army, both European and native, for 
their gallant conduct and meritorious exertions, during the ai*- 
duous, honourable, and successful campaign in the East Indies. 

Resolved, Nemine Dissentiente, by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled. That this House doth 
highly approve and acknowledge the zeal, discipline, and 
bravery uniformly displayed by the non-commissioned Officers 
and private soldiers, both European and native, employed 
against the enemy in the East Indies ; and that the same be 
signified to them by the Commanders of the several corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their exemplary and gallant 
behaviour. 


The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Lord Eldon, Lord High 
Chancellor, ^c, 

My Lord, Fort William, May SOtk, 1805. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter, transmitting to me the resolutions of the 
House of Lords of the 3d of May 1804, respecting the opera- 
tions of his Majesty’s and the honourable Company’s forces 
in India against the Mahn*tta confederates. 

Those Resolutions together with your Lordship’s letter, 
were immediately published to the army, and I have since 
forwarded the separate resolutions to the public officers, whom 
their Lordship’s havebe^n pleased to distinguish by the honour 
of their particular approbation, copies of my letters on this 
occasion and of such answers as I have received, are enclosed 
in this despatch for the information of the House of Lords. 

The unanimous approbation which the House of Lords 
have been pleased to express of the late military operations 
in India, cannot fail to perpetuate the spirit of public zeal 
which animated the exertions of the general officers and 
soldiers, employed in the war. 

I request your Lordship to submit to the House of Lords 
with every expression of respect my grateful acknowledgments 
of the favour manifested towards me by their Lordships, in 
distinguishing my humble services by the high testimony of 
their approbation. At the same time, I trust that your Lord- 
ship will acceptfjjmy sincere thanks for the great additional 
distinction conferred upon me by the honourable terms. 
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which your Lordship has been pleased to employ, in commu- 
nicating to me the resolutions of the House of Lords, 

I have the honour to be, 

, With great respect, &c, 

Wellesley, 


No. CLXXXIV. 

Tke Right Hon^ Charles ^bbott^ Speaker of the House of Commons, to the 
Marquess WelUslep. 

House of Commons, London, 

My Lord, May 4th, 1804. 

In obedience to the commands of the House of Commons 
of the united Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, I have 
the honour of transmitting their resolution of thanks to your 
Lordship for the zeal, energy and ability with which the mi- 
litary resources of the British empire in India have been re- 
cently applied under your Lordship*s direction, in the prose*^ 
cution of the war against the confederate forces of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar ; this house eminently attributing the 
brilliant and glorious successes which have crowned our arms 
in that quarter of the globe, to the vigorous and comprehen- 
sive system of measures pursued by your Lordship for bring- 
ing the various armies with promptitude and effect into the 
field. 

This House has also given its thanks to Lord Clive, the late 
governor of the settlement of Fort St. George, and to Jona- 
than Duncan, Esq., Governor of Bombay respectively, for 
their zealous concurrence and activity in promoting the mili- 
tary operations which, under your Lordship’s auspices, have 
been attended with an uninterrupted series of signal and 
splendid victories. 

, I am also commanded to transmit to your Lordship the 
unanimous thanks of this House to General Lake, Com- 
mander-in-chief of his Majesty’s and the Company’s forces 
in India, to Major-General St. John, to Major-General Wel- 
lesley, and to the several officers of the army, both European 
and native, employed under them, expressed in terms which 
characterize the just sense which this House entertains of 
their highly distinguished and ever memorable services. 

To these votes is further added an ummimous resolution 
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of the house, declaring its high approbation and acknowledg- 
ment of the zeal, discipline, and bravery displayed by the 
non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, both Euro- 
pean and native, employed against the enemy ; and desiring 
the commanders of the several corps to thank them for their 
exemplary and gallant behaviour. 

In transmitting these resolutions to your Lordship, I can- 
not refrain from bearing testimony to the sentiments of uni- 
versal admiration with which this nation has heard of the 
heroic achievements of their brave countrymen in the East, 
and the rapid succession of their triumphs throughout the 
wide extent of one short campaign, planned, executed, and 
consummated in a manner which, at the same time that it raises 
a splendid and lasting monument of our military glory, must 
teach surrounding nations to stand in dread of our arms, and 
materially contribute at this eventful period to the strength 
and security of every part of cur empire. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful and 
obedient servant, 
Charles Abbott. 

Thanks of the Home of Commons, 

Jovis, 3 die Maij, 1804. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to the 
most noble Richard Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General 
of the British possessions in the East Indies, for the zeal, 
energy and ability with which the military resources of the 
British empire in India have been recently applied, under his 
direction, in the prosecution of the war against the confede- 
rate forces of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar; and that 
this house doth eminently attribute the brilliant and glorious 
successes which have crowned our arms in that quarter of the 
globe, to the vigorous and comprehensive system of measures 
pursued by Marquess Wellesley, for bringing the various 
armies with promptitude and effect into the field. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to the 
Right Hon. Lord Clive, late Governor of the settlement of 
Fort St. George, for his zealous, cordial, and honourable con- 
currence in promoting the military operations which, since 
the commencement of tlie war, have been attended in every 
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part of India with an uninterrupted series of the most signal 
and splendid victories. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to Jona- 
than Duncan, Esq., Governor of Bombay, who, by his promp- 
titude and activity in employing the resources and power of 
that Presidency, has materially contributed to the glorious 
success of the British arms in India. 

Resolved, Nemine ContradiceUte,~That the thanks of this 
House be given to General Gerard Lake, Commander-in-chief 
of his Majesty’s and of the Company’s forces in India, for 
the eminent judgment, active spirit, and inVincible intrepidity, 
manifested by him in the command of the army serving in 
Hindostan, by which he has maintained the honour of the 
British nation, and reflected such additional lustre on the 
reputation of the British arms. 

Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, — That the thanks of this 
House be given to Major-General the honorable Frederick 
St. John, for his courage and steadiness in seconding the 
efforts of the Cmnmander-in-chief in Hindostan; and also to 
Major-General the honorable Arthur Wellesley, for the many 
important, brilliant, and memorable services achieved by him 
in the command of the separate army within the Deccan ; 
and also to the several ofiicers of the army, both European 
and native, for their gallant conduct and meritorious exer- 
tions during the arduous, honourable, and successful cam- 
paign in the East Indies. 

Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, — ^That this House doth 
highly approve and acknowledge the zeal, discipline and 
bravery, uniformly displayed by the non-commissioned offi- 
cers and private soldiers, both European and native, employed 
against the enemy in the East Indies ; and that the same be 
signified to them by the commanders of the several corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their exemplary and gal- 
lant behaviour. 

Ordered, that the said resolutions be transmitted by Mr. 
Speaker to the Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General of 
the British possessions in the East Indies, and that his Lord- 
ship be desired to communicate the said resolutions to the 
Governor-General and other officers referred to therein. 

J. Ley, 

Ch. D. Dom. Com. 
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The M&rquess WelUele^ to the Right Hon, Charies Abbott , Speaker of the 
Home of Commons, 

Sir, Fort William, May 30, 1805. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, under date the 4th of May 1804, transmitting the 
resolutions of the House of Commons of the 3d May 1804, 
respecting the late military operations in India against the 
confederate Mahratta powers. 

Your letter, together with the resolutions of the House of 
Commons, has been published in general orders, and the 
separate resolutions of the house have been transmitted to 
the several public officers distinguished by that high honour. 
Copies of my letters transmitting those resolutions, and of 
such answers as I have received, accompany this letter. 

1 request that you will be pleased to submit to the House 
of Commons the dutiful sense of gratitude and respect with 
which I receive this honourable testimony of the approbation 
of the House. 

The proceedings of the House of Commons on this occa- 
sion are calculated to confirm, in every branch of the civil 
and military service in India, those sentiments of zealous at- 
tachment to the public interests and honour which have dis- 
tinguished the conduct of his Majesty’s and the honourable 
Company’s servants during the late war. 

The expressions which you have been pleased to employ in 
transmitting to me the resolutions of the House of Commons 
demand my most grateful acknowledgments, and constitute a 
considerable addition to the honour conferred by the com- 
mands of the House. 

I have the honour to be, 

with great respect &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. CJ.XXXV. 

Vote of Thanks from the Court of Directors of the Companif to the 
Marquess Wellesley, 

At a Court of Directors held on Friday the 18th May, 
1804: 

Resolved, That the Court taking into consideration the 
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despatches relative to the late brilliant successes in the East 
Indies, in the war with the Mahratta chieftains Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, without entering at present 
into the origin or policy of that war, 

The thanks of this Court be given to the most noble the 
Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General for the zeal, vigour, 
activity and ability, which he displayed in preparing the 
armies at the several Presidencies to take the field, and to 
which may be attributed in a great measure, the rapid and 
brilliant successes of the military operations which have 
crowned the British arms in the East Indies. 


No. CLXXXVI. 

Fdte of Thanhs of the Court of Proprktofs of the East India Company. 

At a General Court of Proprietors held on Tuesday the 
£2d of May, 1804: 

Resolved unanimously, That this Court taking into consi- 
deration the despatches relative to the late brilliant successes 
in the East Indies, in the war with the Mahratta chieftains 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, without 
entering at present into the origin and policy of that war, the 
documents respecting which are not yet before the Court, the 
thanks of this Court be given to the most noble the Marquess 
Wellesley, Governor-General, for the zeal, vigour, activity 
and ability, which he displayed in preparing the armies at 
the several Presidencies to take the field, and to which may 
be attributed in a great measure, the rapid and brilliant suc- 
cesses of the military operations which have crowned the 
British arms in the East Indies. 


Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary. 

26 October, 1804. 

The Governor-General in Council, Captain-General, and 
Commander-in-Chief, &c. has the satisfaction to publish to 
the army, by order of the honourable Court of Directors, 
the following Resolutions of the honourable Court of Di- 
rectors, and of the General Court of Proprietors, commu- 
nicated in the commands of the honourable Court of Di- 
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notOD^ signified to the Governor-General in Council, under 
date 1st of June 1804 

At a Court of Directors, the ISth May, 1804 

Resolved, that the thanks of this Court be given to Ge- 
neral Gerard Lake, Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s 
and of the Company's forces in India, for the great and emi- 
nent services, and the invincible intrepidity and spirit mani- 
fested by him in the command of the army serving in 
Hindostan, by wliich he has maintained the honour of the 
British nation, and reflected such additional lustre on the 
reputation of the British arms. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this Court be given to Major- 
General the honourable Frederick St. John, for his courage 
and steadiness in seconding the efforts of the Commander-in- 
Chief in Hindostan ; and also to Major-General the honour- 
able Arthur Wellesley, for the important and brilliant ser- 
vices performed by him in the command of the separate army 
within the Deccan j and also to the several officers of the 
army, both European and Native, for their gallant conduct 
and meritorious exertions during the arduous, honourable, 
and successful campaign in the East Indies. 

Resolved, that this Court doth highly approve and ac- 
knowledge the zeal, discipline and bravery uniformly dis- 
played by the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, 
both European and Native, employed against the enemy in 
the East Indies ; and that the same be signified to them by 
the commanders of the several corps, who are desired to 
thank them for their exemplary and gallant behaviour.* 


The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Marcb 23d, 1805. 

The resolutions of your honourable Court passed on the 
18th of May 1804, and of the general Court of Proprietors 
passed on the ^2d of the same month, on the subject of the 
military operations in India, during the late war with Dowlut 


* A similar vote of thanks to General Lake and the army was passed by 
the Court of Proprietors, the only difference being the word ** umnu 

mouslf* in the latter, which was not inserted in the former.— [jS'd.] 
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Eao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, were received at Fort 
William in the month of October 1804. 

g. I request your honourable Court to accept my humble 
thanks for the honour which you have been pleased to confer 
upon me by your resolution, and to submit to the honourable 
the Court of Proprietors, my dutiful sense of the favour by 
which they have distinguished my conduct in the discharge 
of my public duty during the important crisis of the late war. 

3. In pursuance of the commands of your honourable 
Court, the resolutions of thanks to his Excellency the right 
honourable Lord Lake, Commander4n*Chief ; to Major- 
General the honourable Frederick St. John ; to Major-Gene- 
ral the honourable Sir Arthur Wellesley, K.B., and to the 
ojBScers and men employed in Hindustan, and in the Deccan, 
were published in general orders to the army, and in an 
extraordinary gazette of the 86th of October, 1804, of which 
a copy is annexed to this letter. 

4. Tour honourable Court will observe that the resolutions 
by which your honourable Court, and the Court of Proprie- 
tors, have been pleased to signify your approbation of my 
conduct, are not published in those orders. 

5# I have never been required to offer a greater or more 
painful sacrifice to public duty than that by which I renounced 
the satisfaction of publishingin India, the marks of approbation 
and honour ponferred upon me by your honourable Court, 
and by the Court of Proprietors; but it appeared to me to be 
necessary to submit the high personal distinction which I 
should have derived from such a publication, to more impor- 
tant considerations of the public safety, and of the interests 
of the Company, and of the nation in India. 

6. The determination expressed in those resolutions to 
withhold all judgment upon the original justice, necessity and 
policy of the war, could not have been published in India by 
a formal act of this government, without conveying an univer- 
sal impression of doubt and ambiguity respecting the stability 
of every arrangement connected with the progress and success 
of our arms. The permanency of all the treaties of peace, 
partition, subsidy, and alliance must have been exposed to 
hazard by such a public declaration, proceeding from the 
high authority of your honourable Court, and of the Court of 
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Proprietors, and announced by your government in India to 
all your subjects, dependents and allies. 

7. The public and formal reservation of your judgment 
upon the justice of the war necessarily would have involved 
the possibility of your future condemnation of the cause in 
which the British arms had been employed. It could not be 
supposed that either your honourable Court, or the Court of 
Proprietors would try the justice of our cause by the success 
of our arms : the prosperous result of the war therefore could 
not have removed the doubts of its justice arising from the 
reservations expressed in your resolutions ; and the irresisti- 
'ble inference in the minds of all the native states would have 
been, that your honourable Court and the Court of Proprie- 
tors might ultimately censure the whole transaction ; while 
the general fame of your equity and magnanimity would have 
precluded any supposition that in condemmng the justice of 
our cause, you would retain the fruits of our success, or enjoy 
the benefits of the peace, while you repudiated the necessity 
and policy of the war. 

8. The wisdom and prudence of your honourable Court 
will anticipate the confusion and disorder which must have 
arisen among the native powers if any doubt had been cast 
(without your express commands) by the public authority of 
this government upon the stability of a settlement of peace, 
concluded with the utmost degree of solemnity at the close of 
a most awful contest in arms, embracing the interests of 
every principal state in India, and establishing a comprehen- 
sive system of alliance and political relation over every region 
and province of Hindostan and the Deccan. 

9. If the origin and policy of the war shall ultimately be 
condemned, and the treaties of peace, partition, subsidy and 
alliance shall finally be abrogated by the commands of your 
honourable Court, those commands will be issued in such 
terms and accompanied by such arrangements as shall render 
the execution of your orders an additional bulwark to the 
public safety, and a fresh security to the public faith. During 
whatever interval of time your honourable Court may be 
pleased to suspend your determination, it would neither be 
consistent with the welfare of the honourable Company in 
India, nor with the respect due to your high authority, that 
one of your servants, for the gratification of personal ambi* 

von. iir. 2 s 
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^tion by the ostentatious display of the honours which you 
had been pleased to confer upon him, should pursue a course 
which might embarrass the free and deliberate exercise of 
your wisdom and justice in a matter of the utmost importance 
to the national interests and honour; or that, by a premature 
and unseasonable publication of your favourable acceptance 
of his services, the same servant should risk the main object 
of those services, and endanger the immediate security of a 
great political system of arrangement which it may possibly 
be your future pleasure to confirm, 

10. With these sentiments I have reluctantly determined 
to deny myself the honour of publishing the resolutions of 
your honourable Court and of the Court of Proprietors, con- 
ferring personal distinctions upon my conduct, until I shall be 
satisfied that these marks of your favour towards me can be 
announced in India without injury to your interests or embar- 
rassment to your ultimate decision. 

11. The votes of both houses of parliament being entirely 
silent respecting the origin, policy, justice, and necessity of 
the war, and expressing no reservation on any of those im- 
portant topics, I have published all the resolutions of the 
Lords and Commons in general orders, without any appre- 
hension of the dangers described in the preceding paragraphs 
of this letter. 

12. I trust that your honourable Court and the Court of 
Proprietors will receive with favour the repeated expression 
of my sincere gratitude for the honour which you have been 
pleased to bestow upon me, and of my deep concern that 
the object of your liberal, generdus, and public spirited 
views, in conferring those high distinctions upon your princi- 
pal servant in India, has been suspended by his conscientious 
sense of his duty to you, to the Company, and to the nation, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

WELXiESLBY. 
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Treaty perpetual and general defence alliance^ between the Honmrahle 
English East India Commny and his Highness the Peishwa Badjee Rao 
Ragomut Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahattder^ his children^ heirs and suc- 
cessors, settled by Lieutenant Colonel Barry Close, Resident at the Court 
his Highness, by virtue of the powers delegated to him by hk EmeU 
t^y the Most Moble Richard Marquis Wellesley Knight of the most 
illustrious order of Saint Patrick, one of his Britannic Majestifs Most 
Honourable Privy Council, Governor General in Council, appointed by the 
Honmrahle Court of Directors of the said company to direct and conJtroul 
all their affairs in the East Indiesr-* 

"Whereas, by the blessing of God, the relations of peace, and fnendship, have 
uninterruptedly subsisted for a len^h of time between the Honourable English 
East India Company and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, and have 
been confirmed at different periods, by treaties of amity and union ; ttie powers 
aforesaid advertmg to the complexion of the times have determined, with a view 
to the preservation of peace and tranquillity to enter into a general defensive alliance, 
for the complete and reciprocal protection of their respective territories, together 
with those of their several allies and dependants, against the unprovoked aggressions 
or unjust encroachments of all or any enemies whatever, 

Articlb 1st. The peace, union and fnendship, so long subsisting between the 
two states, shall he promote and mcreased by this treaty, and shall be perpetuid^ 
The friends and enemies of either, shall be the haends and enemies of both, and Ihe 
contracting parties agree, that all the former treaties and agreements between the 
two states, now in force, and not contrary to the tenour of this engagement, shall 
be confirmed by it. 

Article 2nd. If any power or state whatever, shall commit any act of unpro- 
voked hostility or aggression against either of the contracting paitiea, or agiun^ 
their respective dependants or allies, nnd after due representation, shall refuse to 
enter into amicable explanation, or shall deny the just safasfoction or indemnity 
which the contracting parties shall have required, then the contracting Parties w^ 
proceed to concert, and prosecute such forther measures, as the case slvall appear 
to demand. 

For the more distinct explanation and effect of this agreement the Governor 
General m Council on behalf of the Honourable Company, hereby de^es, tiat 
the British Government will never permit any power or state whether to commit 
with impunity, any act of unprovoked hostility or aggression agidnst the rights and 
temtones of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdb^n Bahauder, but wiU at all times 
maintain and defend the same, in the same manner as the nghts and territories of 
the Honourable Company, are now maintained and defended. 

Articlb 3rd. "With a view to fulfil this treaty of general defence and protec- 
tion, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaddur agrees to receive, and the 
Honourable East India Coyipany to furnish, a permanent subsidiary force of not 
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leas than six thousand regular native infantry, with the usual proportion of field 
pieces, and European artillery-men attached, and with the proper equipment of 
warlike stores and ammunition, which force is to be accordingly stationed, m 
perpetuity m his said Highnesses territories. 

Article 4tfe. For the regular paymant of the whole expence of the said sub- 
sidiary force, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder hereby assigns snd 
cedes in perpetuity to the Honourable East India Company, all the territories 
detailed m the schedule annexed to this treaty, 

Artxcius 5th, As it may be found that certain of the temtones ceded by the 
foregdng article to the Honourable Company, may be inconvenient from thmr 
situation, Ms Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, for the purpose of render- 
ing the boundary line of the Honourable Company's possessions, a good and well 
defined one, agrees, that such exchanges of talooks or lands shall be made hereafter, 
on terms of a fair valuation of their respective revenues, as the completion of the 
said purpose may require, and it is agreed and covenanted, that the territories to 
be assigned and ceded to the Honourable Company by the 4th article, or m conse- 
quence of the exchange stipulated eventually in thif article, shall be subject to the 
exdusive management and authority of the said company and of their officers. 

Article 6th. Notwithstanding the total annual mi§ence of the subsidiary force 
k estimated at 25 lacs of rupees his said Highness iNh agreed to cede by article 
4th. lands estimated to yield annually the sum of 26 kios of rupees, the additional 
lac bemg intended to meet possible deficiencies in tbe^tevenues of the said lands, 
and save the Honourable Company from loss. 

Article 7th. After the conclusion of this treaty, and as soon as the British 
Readmit shall signify to his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Balmuder, that the 
honourable Compands officers are prepared to take charge of the distncts ceded by 
article 4th his Highness will immediately issue the necessary Purwannahs or orders 
to his officers to deliver over charge of the same to the officers of the honourable 
Company, and it is hereby agreed, and stipulated that all collections made by his 
Hi^ness’s officas, subsequently to the date of this treaty, and before the officers 
of the honourable Company shall have taken charge of the said districts, shall be 
carried to the credit of the honourable Company and all claims to balance from the 
said distncts, refemng to the penods antecedent to the conclusion of this treaty, 
shall be considered null and void. 

ARTICLE 8th. All forts situated within the districts to be ceded as aforesaid 
shall be delivered to the officers of the honourable Company with the said distncts ; 
and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder engages, that the said forts shall 
be dehvered to the honourable Company without bemg injured or damaged, and 
with their equipment of ordnance stores and provisions 

Article 9th. Gram and all other articles of consumption, and provisions and 
all sorts of materials for wearing apparel together with the necessary numbers of 
cattle, horses and camels, required for the use of the subsidiary force shall be en- 
tirely exempted from duties, and the commanding officer, and officers of the said 
subsidiary force shall be treated m all respects m a manner suited to the dignity 
and greatness of both states. The subsidiary force will at all times be ready to 
execute services of importance — such as the protection of the person of his High- 
ness, his heirs and successors, the overawing and chastisement of rebels, or ex- 
citers of disturbance in his Highness's dominions, and due correction of his subjects 
or dependants, who may withhold payment of the sircar's just claims , but it is not 
to be employed on tnflmg occasions, nor like sibundy to be stationed in the country 
to collect the revenues, nor against any of the prinapal branches of the Mahratta 
Empire, nor m levying contnbutions from Mahratta dependants in the manner of 
Moolkgeery. 

Article 10th. Whereas much inconvenience has arisen from certain claims 
wd demands of the Mahratta state, affecting the city of Surat, it is agreed, that a 
just calculation shall be made of the value of the said claims by his Highness Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahadur and the government of Bombay ; and in consequence of 
the mtiinate friendship now established between the contracting parties. His 
Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder agrees for himself, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, to relinquish for ever, all the rights, claims, and pnvile^s of the Mahratta 
state affecting the said city of Surat, and all collections on that account shall cease 
and determine from the day on which this treaty shall be concluded; in considera- 
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tion of which act of friendship, the Honourable East India Company agrees, that 
a piece of land yielding a sum equal to the estimated value of iJie said claims of 
the Mahratta state, shall be deducted from the distncts ceded by article 4th. and 
on the same pnnciple, and from similar considerations, his Highness further agrees, 
that the amount of the collections made for the Poonah state, under the title of 
Nagabundy, in the Purgunnahs of Chourassy and Chickly shall be ascertained, by 
an average taken from the receipts of a certain number of years, or by such other 
mode of calculation as may be determined on ; and his said Highness doth further 
agree, for himself, his heirs, and successors, to relinquish for ever the Nagabundy 
collections aforesaid, and they shall accordingly cease from the conclusion of this 
treaty, and it is agreed and stipulated that a piece of land yielding a sum equal to 
the amount of the said Nagabundy collections, shall be deducted from the distncts 
ceded by article 4th. in the same manner as stipulated in regard to the Choute of 
Surat. 

Article 11th. Whereas it has been usual for his Highness Elao Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahauder to enlist and retain in his service Europeans of different countnes, 
his said Highness hereby agrees and stipulates, that m the event of War breaking 
out between the English and any European nation, and of discovery being made 
that any European or Europeans m his service ^longmg to such nation at war 
with the Enghsh, shall have meditated injury towards the English, or have entered 
into intngues hostile to their interest, such European or Europeans, so offending, 
shall be discharged by his said Highness, and not suffered to reside m his dominions. 

ARTXCLJ& 12th. Inasmuch as, by the present treaty, the contracting parties are 
bound in a general defensive alhance, for mutual defence and protection against ail 
enemies, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder consequently engages, never 
to commit any act of personal hostUity and aggression against his Highness the 
Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, or any of the Honourable Company's allies or depen- 
dants, or against any of the principal branches of the Mahratta Empire, or against 
any power whatever, and in the event of differences arising whatever adjustment 
the Company's Government, weighing matters in the sc^e of truth and justice, 
may determine, shall meet with full approbation and acquiescence. 

Article 13th And whereas certain differences, referrmg to past transactions, 
are known to subsist between the Sirkar of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder and the Sirkar of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, and 
whereas an amicable adjustment of those differences must be highly desirable for 
the welfare and benefit of both the said Sirkars, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder with a view to the above end, agrees, and accordmgly binds himself, his 
heirs, and successors, to fulfil and conform to the stipulations of the treaty of 
Mahr; and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder further agrees, that on 
the basis of the fulfilment of the said treaty of Mahr, and of the claims of his 
Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, to be totally exempted from the pay- 
of Choute, the Honourable Company's Government shall be entitled to arbitrate 
and determine all such points, as maybe m doubt or difference between the Sirkars 
of their Highnesses above mentioned; and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder further agrees, that in the event of any differences arising between his 
government and that of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, at any future 
period, the particulars of such differences shall be communicated to the Honourable 
East India Company, before any act of hostility shall be committed on either side, 
and the said Honourable Company interposing their mediation, in a way suitable 
to rectitude, friendship, and union, and mindful of justice and established usage, 
sTirH apply themselves to the adjustment of all such differences, conformable to 
propnety and truth, and shall bring the parties to a nght understanding. And it 
is further agreed, that whatever adjustment of any such differences the Company's 
Government, weighing things m the scale of truth and justice, shall determine, that 
determination shdl, without hesitation or objection, meet with the full approbation 
and acquiescence of both parties. It is however agreed, that this stipulation shall 
not prevent any amicable negotiations which the Honourable Company and the 
Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, respectively, may be desirous of opening, pro- 
vided no such negotiation shall be carried on between any of the three parties, 
without full commumcation thereof to each other. 

Article 14th. Whereas a treaty of fnendship and alliance has been concluded 
between the Honourable Company and Riyiah Anund Row Guickwar Bahauder, 
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and 'wEems the said treaty was mediated and executed, without any intention 
that it should Infnnge any of the just rights or claims of his Highness Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahauder affecting the Sirkars of the said R«jah, his said Highness 
adverting thereto, and also to the intimate alliance now established between the 
contracting parties, doth hereby formally acknowledge the existence of the said 
treaty between the Honourable Company and Rijah Anund Row Guickwar 
Bahauder; and inasmuch as, by reason of certain unfinished transactions, the 
conclusion of which has been suspended from time to time, various demands and 
papers of accounts are found to subsist between the government of his Highness 
Row Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder and the Sirkar of the Rsjah aforementioned, his 
said Highness, placing full reliance on the impartiality, truth, and justice of the 
British Government, doth hereby agree, that the said government shall examine 
into, and finally adjust, the said demands and papers of accounts ; and his smd 
Highness further stipulates and binds himself, his heirs, and successors, to abide 
by such a^ustment as the Bntish Government shall accordingly determine* 

AnxxcnE 15th. The contracting parties will employ all pra^icable means of con- 
ciliation to prevent the calamity of war, and for that purpose will, at all times, be 
ready to enter into amicable explanations with other states, and to cultivate and 
improve the general relations of peace and amity with all the powers of India, 
according to the true spirit and tenor of this defensive treaty. But if a war should 
unfortunately break out between the contracting parties and any other power 
whatever, then his Highness Row Pun(Bt Purdhaun Bahauder engages, that with 
the reserve of two battalions of Sepoys, which are to remain near his Hlghness*8 
person, the residue of the British subsidiary force, consisting of four battalions of 
Sepoys with their artillery, joined by six thousand infantry and ten thousand horse 
of his Highness’s own troops, and making together an army of ten thousand 
infantry and ten thousand cavalry, with the requisite tralir of artillery and warlike 
stores of every kind, shall be immediately put in motion, for the purpose of oppo*- 
sing the enemy ^ and hia Highness likewise engages to employ every frirther Aort 
in his power, for the purpose of bringing into the field, as speedily as possible, the 
whole force which he may be able to supply from hia dominions, with a view to the 
effectual prosecution and speedy termination of the said war. The Honourable 
Company, m the same manner, engage on their parts, in this case, to employ in 
active operations against the enemy, the largest force they may be able to furnish, 
over and above the said subsiuiary force 

Article 16th. Whenever war shall appear probable, his Highness Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahauder engages to collect as many Bnnjanes as possible and to stow 
as much grain as may be practicable m his frontier garrisons 

Article 17th As, by the present treaty, the union and friendship of the two 
states 18 so firmly connected, that they may be considered as one and the same, his 
Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder engages neither to commence nor to 
pursue in future, any negotiations with any other power whatever, without giving 
previous notice, and entenng into mutual consultation, with the Honourable East 
India Company's Government and the Honourable Company's Government, on 
their parts, hereby declare, that they have no manner of concern with any of his 
Highness’s children, relations, subjects, or servants, with 'respect to whom his 
Plighness is absolute* 

Article 18th Inasmuch as, by the present treaty of general defensive alliance, 
the ties of union are, with the blessing of God, so closely drawn, that the interests 
of the two states are become identified, it is further mutually agreed, that if dis* 
turbances shall at any time break out in the districts ceded to the Honourable 
Company by this agreement, hia Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder shall 
permit such a proportion of the subsidiary troops, as may be requisite, to be em- 
ployed m quelling the same within the said districts. If disturbances shall, at any 
time, break out m any part of his Highness’s dominions contiguous to the Company’s 
tiontier, to which it might be inconvenient to detach any proportion of the sub- 
sidiary force, the Bntish Government, m like manner, if required by his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, shall direct such proportion of the troops of the 
Company, as may be most conveniently stationed for the purpose, to assist in 
quelling the said disturbances within his Highness’s dominions. 

Articxe IDth. It Is finally declaicd, that this treaty, which, according to the 
foregoing articles, is meant for the support and credit of his said Highness’s 
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Government, and to preserve it from loss and decline, shall last as long as the sun 
and moon shall endure. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Bassein, the 
Slat of December, Anno Domini 1802, or 
the 5th of Ramzaun, Anno Higerm 1217. 

A true Copy, B. Close, 

_ ^ ^ ^ ^ Resident at Poona. 

Ratmed by the Governor General m Council 
11 February 1803. 


Schedule of the Territonee ceded in perpetuity ^ by His Hig^hness 3e^ee JRao 
^gonaut Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder to the Honourable English East 
India Company ^ agreeably to the fourth Article of the annessed J^etUy, 

1st, From the province of Guzerat and temtones south thereof: 

Dundooka, together with Chooia, Komapoor, and Gogo, 1,05,000 

Cambay, Choute, and Nassoor, 60,000 

South of the Taptie, Pumair, 27,000 ; Bootseer, 6,200 ; Banwanuy, 

8,800; Balsur, 85,000; Parchole, 1,07,000, Soopa, 51,000; Sarbaun, 

30,000 ; Wallow, 30,000 , Bamdoo Kusbah, 7,900 ; Waunsda Ciioute, 

7,000; Durumpoorydo 9,000, Surat do 42,100; Customs, 83,000 
Between the Taptie and Nerbuddah. Oolpah, 3,16,000 ; Hansood, 

85,000 , Octisier, 78,000 , Nundary 65,000 Total South of the Taptie, 
aud between Taptie and Nerbuddah, 10,38,000 Deduct twenty per 
cent, on account of decrease of revenue, 2,07,600 8,30,400 

Nahabundy of Chourassy andChickley, 20,000, Phoolparra, Coomama 
Cattergom, 5,000. 25,000 

2d. From the temtones near the Toombuddrah ; Savancore, 26 
Talooks, 10,22,838; From Bankapoor, 5,56,762. 15,79,600 

Grand Total 26,00,000 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged at Bassein, 31st 
December, Anno Dommi 1802, or the 5th 
Ramzan, Anno Higerse 1217. 

A true Copy, B. Close. 

Supplemental to the Treaty of Bassein, 1803 . 

A treaty, consisting of nineteen articles, was concluded at Bassein, between the 
Honourable English East-India Company Bahauder and his Highness the Paishwa 
Badjee Rao Ragonaut Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder. The following articles of 
engagement are now agreed on and settled, as supplemental to the said Treaty, by 
Lieutenant Colonel Barry Close, on the part of the said Honourable Company, 
and Anund Rao Vakeel, on the part of the said Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, 
under full power and authonty granted to them respectively for the purpose. 

Abticle 1st. That of the territory ceded in perpetuity to the Honourable East 
India Company by the said treaty of Bassein, the country of Savenore, and Taalooks 
of Buncapoor, m the Carnatic, yielding an annual revenue of sixteen lacks of 
Rupees, shall be restored, in perpetuity, to the Sircar of the said Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahauder. 

Article 2nd. That of the territory ceded in perpetuity to the English East 
India Company by the treaty of Bassein, the Purgunnah of Oolpah, in Guzerat, 
yielding a revenue annually of three lacks and sixteen thousand Rupees, shall 
likewise be restored, in perpetuity, to the Sircar of the said Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder, in order that it may be restored to Nursing Khundy Rao, who has 
served the Sircar with fidelity and attachment 
Article 3rd. That a regiment of native cavalry, of the same strengh and com- 
plement as the cavalry regiments belonging to the Hyderabad subsidiary force, shall 
be added to the British Poona subsidiary force. 

Article 4th. In the fifteenth article of the treaty of Bassein it is stipulated, 
that ten thousand cavalry and six thousand infantry, with a due proportion of 
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ordnance and military stores, shall be famished by the said Eao Pandit Purdhaun 
ilMauder, and in addition thereto, such further force as the Sircar of the said Eao 
Pundit }^rdhaun Bahauder should be able to bring into the field. This stipulation 
is now annulled, and, in lieu thereof, it is agreed and covenanted, that in time of 
-war the said Eao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder shall appoint and fhmish dve thou- 
sand cavalry and thrhe thousand infantry, with a due proportion of ordnance and 
military stores, and, in addition thereto, such farther force as the said Eao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahauder shall be able to bring Into the field. 

Articli 5th, That a corps of Mahratta cavalry, amounting to five thousand, 
shall be maintained by the British Government during the present war, for the 
service of the Poona State, under the orders of the British Government, of which 
five Ihousand horse, two thousand shall serve with his Highness the Pidshwa, and 
the remaining three thousand with the British army in the fi^d ; and in the said 
five thousand Mahratta cavalry are not to be included the Mahratta troops serving 
•with the British army under the chieftains Bapoojee, Gunneis Punt Goklah, and 
Sudqjee Eao Kimslcar, which troops shall continue to be subsisted at the charge of 
Eao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder. 

ARTtcLB 6th. By the first and second articles of this agreement, terntory, 
yielding an annual revenue of 1^9,16,000 rui^, is restored to the Sircar of Eao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder; in lieu thereof, and for the purposes hereafter men- 
tioned, the said Eao Pandit Purdhaun Bahauder agrees and stipulates to cede, in 
perpetuity, to the honourable Enghsh East India Company, from the province of 
Bundelcund, conquered for the Poona State by All Babwrder, territory yielding an 
estimated annual revenue o£ 36,16,000 rupees, agreealdy to the fOllowkpg detail i 

1. In heu of the country of Savenore, and Taalodcs of Buncapoor, the Oar« 
natic, and the Purgunnah of Oolpar, in Guaerat, a tract of territory, ylriding an 
annv^ revenue of 19,16,000 rupees. 

On account of the stated high value of Oolpah, a tract of territory, yielding 
an annual revenue of 50,000 rupees, in excess for that Purgunnah. 

3. To bear the entire expence of the regiment of caviSry mentioned in article 
m., a tract of terntory, yieliUng an annual revenue of 7,50,000 rupees. 

4. To serve as an ^uivalent for the expence to be incurr^ by the British 
Government, in pa^g and maintaining, during the present war, the five thousand 
cavalry mentioned in article V,, a tract of terntory, yielding an annual revenue of 

5.00. 000 rapees, and lastly, a tract of territory, yielding an annual revenue of 

4.00. 000 rupees, to meet the extraordinary expence which the British Government 
must be subject to, in establishing its authonty in Bunuelcund, which is disturbed 
and ravaged by rebels, who must be subdued and punished 

Total ceded from Bundelcund 36,16,000 rupees. 

Article 7th. The whole of the foregoing terntory, ceded, as above, from Bun- 
delcund to the honourable Enghsh East-India Company, shall be taken from those 
quarters of the province most contiguous to the British possessions, and in every 
respect most convenient for the Bntish Government. 

Article 8th. Inasmuch as the Purgunnah of Oolpah was particularly valuable 
to the honourable Company's Government, by reason of its proximity to the city 
of Surat, in the prosperity of which the Bntish Government bears an anxious 
concern, it is accordingly agreed and stipulated, that the said Purgunnah of Oolpah 
shall be so managed and governed, at all times, by the Mahmtta authority, as to 
conduce to the convenience of the said city, by attention to the rules of good 
neighbourhood, and the promotion of an amicable and commercial intercourse 
between the inhabitants of both sides. And inasmuch as the sovereignty of the 
nver Taptee doth belong to the British Government, it is accordingly agreed and 
covenanted, that the Midiratta authority in Oolpah shall have no right or concern 
whatever in the wreck of any vessel that may be cast upon any part of the Oolpah 
terntory, connecting with the said river Taptee, but be bound, in the event of any 
such wreck, to render the vessel all practicable aid, for which the parties assisting 
«ha31 be entitled to receive from the owners of the wreck a just and reasonable 
compensation. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Poona, the 
ICth December, Anno Domini 1803, or the 
1st Ramzttun, Anno Higeree 1218. 

Eatificd by the Governor General in Council, the 7th January, 1804. 
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Treaty of Peace beUoeen the Honourable English East India Company and 
their Allies^ on the one party and Senah Saheb Soubah Ragqjee Bhooslah^ 
on the other y settled by Major-General Wellesley y on the part of the 
Honourable Company and their allies, and by Jesiiunt Rao Kamchunder, 
on the part of Senah Saheb Soubah Ragqjee Bhooslah 5 toko have each 
communicated to the other their full powers, 

Aet. 1 . There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the honourable 
Company and their allies on the one part, and Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee 
Bhooslah, on the other 

Art. 2. Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee Bhooslah cedes to the honourable Com- 
pany and their allies, m perpetual sovereignty, the province of Cuttack, including 
the port and distnct of Balasore. 

Art. 3. He likewise cedes to the honourable Company and thar allies, in 
perpetual sovereignty, all the temtones, of which he has collected the revenues, 
m participation with the Soubahdar of the Deccan, and those of which he may have 
possession, which are to the westward of the nver Wurdah. 

Art. 4. It IS agreed, that the frontier of Senah Saheb Soubah, towards the 
temtones of his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan, shall be formed, to the 
west, by the nver “Wurdah, from its issue from the Injardy hills, to its junction 
with the Godavery. The hills on which are the forts of Nemallah and GawulgW, 
are to be in the possession of Senah Saheb Soubah, and every thing south of those 
hills, and to the west of the nver Wurdah is to belong to the British Government 
and their allies 

Art. 6 . Districts amounting to four lacs of rupees per annum, contiguous to, 
and to the south of the forts of Nemallah and Gawulghur, are to be given over to 
Senah Saheb Soubah. Those districts are to be fixed upon by Major-General 
Wellesley, and delivered over to Senah Saheb Soubah at the same rime with the 
forts 

Art. 6. Senah Saheb Soubah ^or himself, his heirs and successors, entirdy 
renounces all claims of every desciiption on the tentories of the British Govern- 
ment and their allies, ceded by the 2d, 3d, and 4th Articles, and on all the tem- 
tories of his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan. 

Art. 7. The honourable Company engage, that they will mediate and arbitrate 
according to the principles of justice, any disputes or differences that may now 
exist, or may hereafter arise, between the honourable Company's allies, Seconder 
Jail Bahaudur, his heirs and successors, and Rao Pundit Purdhaun, his heirs and 
successors respectively, and Senah Saheb Soubah. 

Art. 8. Senah Saheb Soubah engages never to take or retain in his service, 
any Frenchman, or the subject of any other European or Amencan power, the 
government of which may be at war with the Bntish Government; or any British 
subject, whether European or Indian, without the consent of the jBritish Govern- 
ment. The honourable Company engage on their part, that they will not give aid 
or countenance to any discontented relations. Rajahs, Zemmdars, or other subjects 
of Senah Saheb Soubah, who may fly from, or rebel against, bis authonty. 

Art 9 In order to secure and improve the relations of amity and peace hereby 
established between the governments, it is agreed, that accredited ministers from 
each shall reside at the couit of the other. 

Art. 10. Certain treaties have been made by the Bntish Government with feu- 
datories of Senah Saheb Soubah. These treaties are to be confirmed. Lists of the 
persons with whom such treaties have been made, will be given to Senah Sah^ 
Soubah, when this treaty will be ratified by his Excdlency, the Governor-General 
in council. 

Art. 1 1. Senah Saheb Soubah hereby renounces, for himsdf, his heirs and 
successors, all adherence to the confederacy formed by him and Dowlnt Rao Scm- 
diah, and other Mahratta chiefs, to attack the honourable Company and their 
allies. He engages not to assist those chiefs if the war with them should still 
continue. 
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Akt. 12. This treaty of peace is to be ratified by Senah Saheb Soubah withm 
eight days from this time, and the ratification is to be delivered to Major-General 
WeUesley ; at which time the orders for the cession of the ceded territories are to 
be delivered and the troops are to withdraw. MjJor-General Wellesley engages 
that the treaty shall be ratified by his Excellency the most noble the Governor- 
General in Council, and that the ratification shall be delivered in two months 
firom this date. 

Ak^hur WBLListxY, M^or-Getieral. 

JnswuNT Rao Ramchunuir, on the part of 
Sen AH Saheb Soubah. 

Done in Camp at Deogaum, this l'7th December 1808, answering to the 2d 
Ramzaun 1213 Fusslee. 


APPENDIX a 

Treat^f qf Peace between the HomurahU English East India Cmmng and 
thetr AUm on the one part, and the Mahar^ah AU Jcth Eowlut nao Scin- 
diah on the other j settled bp Mqfor-General fPelUslev on the pari qfthe 
Honourable Company and their Allies, and by Eetul Mahadeo, Moonshee 
Kmel Nyn, Jesmnt Bao Qoorparak Ameer-mUOmrak, and Norm Hurry, 
on the part of the Mahardah Dowlut Bao Sdndiah, who have each com^ 
mumcated to the other ihetr full powers* 

Art. 1, There shall be perpetual peace and fHendship between the honouraMe 
Company and their allies, on the one part and the Maharajah Ali Jah Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah on the other. 

Art. 2. The Maharajah cedes to the honourable Company and their allies In 
perpetoal sovereignty, all his forts, territories, and rights m the Doah or country 
situated between the Jumna and Ganges ; and all his forts, territones, rights and 
interests m the countries which are to the northward of those of the Rajahs of 
Jeypoor and Joudpoor and of the Ranah of Gohud, of which territories, &c. a 
detailed list is given in the accompanying schedule. Such countries formerly in 
the possession of the Maharajah situated between Jeypoor and Joudpoor, and to the 
southward of the former, are to belong to the Maharajah. 

Art. 3. The Maharajah likewise cedes to the honourable Company and their 
allies in perpetual sovereignty, the fortofBaroach and territory depending thereon, 
and the fort of Ahmednuggur and territory depending thereon , excepting those 
lands which it is agreed by Article 8th of this treaty, that the Maharajah is to 
retain. 

Art 4. The Maharajah likewise cedes to the honourable Company and their 
allies, all the territories which belonged to him previous to the breaking out of the 
war, which are situated to the southward of the hills, called the Adyuntee hills, 
including the fort and district of Jalnaporc, the town and district of Gandapore, 
and all other districts between that range of hills and the iiver Gotlavcry. 

Art. 5. The Maharajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, for himself, his heirs and 
successors, hereby renounces all the claim to the forts, territories, rights and 
interests, ceded by the 2d, 3d, and 4th Articles ; and all claims of every description 
upon the British Government, and their allies the Soubahdar of the Deccan the 
Peishwa, and Anund Rao Guikwar 

Art. 6 The fort of Asseerghur, the city of Boorhanpore, the forts of Powan- 
ghur and Dohud, and the territories in Candeish, and Guzerat, depending on these 
iorts,! shall be restored to the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
Art 7. Whereas the Mahar^ah Dowlut Rao Scindiah has represented that his 
Enaum as a gift from the kings of Hindustan, the districts 
of Dhpolpoor-Baree, and Rgjah-Kerrah, which are situated to the northward of 
the cbhntnes of the Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor, and of the Ranah of Gohud, 
Hmdostan, ceded by the 2d Article of this treaty to the honour- 
able Conapany and their allies, are held in Jaghire by persons of the family of the 
late Madhajee Scindiah, and others by principal Sirdars m his service, all of 
^hom would suffer distress, if depnved of the advantages they enjoy in tiiose 
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countries . it is agreed, that the Maharajah shall continue to hold and enjoy m 
Enaum the lands of Dhoolpoor-Baree, and Rajah-Kerrah , and that Bala Baye 
Sahib, and Munsoor Sahib, Moonshee Kavel Nyn, Boogajee Jamdah, Amrajee 
Jadhoo, and Wirdah Charie, shall continue to hold their lands m Jaghire, under 
the protection of the honourable Company ; and further, m order that no indivi- 
dual may incur loss or suffer distress in consequence of this arrangement, it is 
agreed, that the honourable Company shall either pay pensions, or grant lands in 
Jaghire, according to the option of the British Government, to certain other Sirdars 
and others to be named by the Maharajah, provided that the total amount of the 
sums paid, or Jaghires granted or held, does not exceed seventeen lacs of rupees 
per annum, including the annual value of the lands, which it is agreed by this 
Article that Bala Baye Sahib, Munsoor Sahib, Moonshee Kavel Nyn, Boc^Sjee 
Jamdah, Amrajee Jadhoo, and Wirdah Charie, are to continue to hold; and provided 
that no tioops in the service of the Maharajah are to be introduced into Dhoolpoor- 
Baree and Rajah-Kerrah, or the other lands held in Jaghire, undo: the pretence 
of collecting the revenue, or any other pretence whatever. 

Art. 8 . Whereas the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has represented that his 
family have long held in Enaum certain lands, villages, &c, m the temtories of 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun, viz. Chomargoondee Pergunna, Jamgaum, Ranjingaum, 
half of Seo Gaum Pergunna, six villages in Umber Pergunna, five villages m Pytun 
Pergunna, five villages in Niwaz Pergunna, five villages mKurlaPergunna,six villages 
m Poonah Pergunna, two villages in Wahy Pergunna, six villages m Patutood Per- 
gunna, five villages in Pandipeergaum Pergunna, five villages in Pagood Pergunna,Two 
villages in PamyraPergunna, which have lately been taken possession of by theBritish 
Government and their allies j it is agreed, that those lands and villages shall be 
restored to him, provided that no troops shall ever be introduced into those landsand 
villages, under pretence of collecting the revenues, or any other pretence whatever. 

Art 0. Certain treaties have been made by the Bntish Government with Rf^ahs 
and others heretofore feudatories of the Maharajah All Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 
These treaties are to be confirmed, and the Maharajah hereby renounces all claims 
upon the persons with whom such treaties have been made, and declares them to 
be independent of his government and authonty, provided that none of the terri- 
tories belonging to the Maharajah, situated to the southward of those of the Rayahs 
of Jeypoor and Joudpoor, and the Ranah of Gohud, of which the reyenues have 
been collected by him or his Aumildars, or have been applicable as Surmyamee to 
the payment of his troops, are granted away by such treaties. Lists of the persons 
with whom such treaties have been made will be given to the Maharajah Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, when this treaty will be ratified by his Excellency the Governor- 
General. 

Art* 10. No person whatever is hereafter to be molested on account of the 
part which he may have taken in the present war. 

Art. 11. It is agreed that the rights of his Highness the Peishwa to certain 
lands in Malwa, and elsewhere, shall be established as heretofore, and in case any 
difference should anse respecting those rights, it is agreed that the honourable 
Company shall mediate, arbitrate, and decide according to the pnnciples of justice 
between his Highness and the Maharajah, and whatever shall be thus decided, will 
be agreed to by both parties, and vdll be carried into execution. 

Art* 12, The Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah hereby renounces all claims 
upon his Majesty Shah Alum, and engages on his part to interfera no further m 
the affairs of his Majesty 

Art. 13 The Maharsyah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scindiah engages never to take 
or retain in his service any Frenchman, or the subject of any other European or 
American power, the Government of which may be at war with the British Govern- 
ment ; or any British subject, whether European or native of India, without the 
consent of the British Government. 

Art. 14, In order to secure and improve the relations of amity and peace hereby 
established between the Governments, it is agreed, that accredited ministers from 
each shall reside at the court of the other 

Art. 15. The honourable Company being bound by treaties of general defensive 
alliance with his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan, and his Highness Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun, to which the Maharajah All Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah is desirous 
of acceding, he is to be admitted to the benefits thereof; and the honourable Com- 
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pany, with a view to the future security of the Maharajah's temtones, engage in 
the Went of his agreeing to the treaty above-memioned, in two months to furnish 
him with a force consisting of six battalions of infantry, with their complement of 
ordnance and artillery, and usual equipments of Military stores, &c and the 
expense of this force is to be defrayed out of the revenues of the lands ceded by 
the 2d, 3d, and 4th Articles. But it is agreed, that m case it should suit the 
interests of the Mahanuah's Government to decline to enter mto the treaty above- 
mentioned, such refusal shall not affect any of the stipulations of this treaty of 
peace, which are in every respect to be bindmg on the contracting parties, their 
hmrs and successors. 

Art. 16. This treaty is to be ratided by the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in 
eight days from this time, and the ratification is to be delivered to Major-General 
Wellesley. 

Major-General Wehesley engages that it shall be ratified by his Excellency the 
most noble the Gkivemor-General in Council, and the ratifications shah be delivered 
to the Maharajah in three months, or sooner, if possible. 

* The orders for the cession of the tmntones shall be delivered to Major-General 
‘#dlesley at the same time vnth the ratification of the treaty of ppce; but the 
forts of Asseerghur, Powanghur, and Dohdd, are not to be delivered up, till 
imiunts will have been received that the^emtories ceded, have been evacuated 
by the Mah«rajah's olScers and troops. 

Arthur Wbixbslit, 

EeTUL M4BAnEO, 

Kavsl Nth, 

Jeswunt Rao Goorrarah, 

Naroo Hurry* 

Done in Camp at Surje Anjengaum, this 30th of December 1803, answering to 
the 13th Ramzaun 1213 Fusslee. 
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Article of Treaty between the Honourable East India Company, 
on the one part, and his Highness Namub Nizam ool Moolh Asoph Jah 
Meer Uklmr Alt Kham Bahauder, Soobah of the Deccan, hts Children, 
Heirs and Successors, on the other $ to he considered as appertaining to 
the Treaty of perpetual and general defensive alliance concluded at Hy-^ 
derabad, on the \2th of October, 1800 , A. D , or 22nd of Jemmauaee 
ool awul 1215 , A. H 

Article. In the event (which God, however, avert) of joint war breaking out 
hereafter with any other power, it is hereby agreed that, during the continuance 
thereof, all officers and all troops, whether mdividually or collectively belonging to 
either of the contracting parties, shall ha^e free ingress and egress to and from all 
the territories, and to and from all the forts belonging to each other respectively. 
And It IS hereby further agreed, that all officers, whether civil or military, belong- 
ing to either Government shall, when requisite, employ all their power and all the 
resources at their command m facilitating the operations of the troops employed, 
to whichever of the two contracting powers they may happen to belong. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Hyderabad, this 9th day of January, A.D. 
1804, agreeing with the 25th of Ramzaun, A. H. 1218. 


APPENDIX E. 

Treaty with the Rajah of Bhurrutpore, September 29th, 1803 . 

Article 1. Perpetual friendship shall be mamtained between Maha Rajah Bish- 
under Sewaee Runjeet Sing Bahauder, Bahauder Jung, and the Hon. Company. 

Article 2. The friends and enemies of either state shall be the friends and 
enemies of both. 
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Article 3. The British GoTemment shall never interfere m the concerns of 
the Maha Rajah’s country, nor exact any tribute from him 
Article 4. If an enemy should invade the territories of the honourable Com- 
pany, the Maha Rajah hereby engages to furnish to the English the aid of his 
troops in the expulsion of such enemy. And, m like manner, the honourable 
Company engages to assist the Maha Rajah vnth its forces, in defending his do- 
minions against external attacks. 

The sincenty of this engagement is attested on the Holy Bible. 

Dated on the 29th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1803, correspond.- 
mg with the 11 th day of the month of Jemmaudee-ul-Saunee, in the year 1218 
Higera. 


APPENDIX F. 

Treaty with the Rtyah af Macherry, Nwemher \Ath, 1803. 

Article 1. A permanent friendship is estabhshed between the honourable 
East India Company and Maha Rao Rajah Seway Buctawar Smg Bahauder, and 
between their heirs and successors. 

Article 2 The friends and enemies of the honourable Company shall be con- 
sidered the friends and enemies of Maha Rao Rajah, and the friends and enemies 
of Maha Rao Riyah shall be the fnends and enemies of the honourable Company. 

Article 3. The honourable Company shall not interfere with the country of 
Maha Rao Rajah, nor shall demand any tnbute from him. 

Article 4. In the event of an enemy evincing a disposition to attack the 
countries now in the possession of the honourable Company, or of their allies in 
Hindostan, Maha Rao Rajah agrees to send the whole of his force to their assist- 
ance, and to exert himself to the utmost of his power to repel the enemy, and to 
omit no opportunity of proving his fnendship and attachment. 

ARTICX 4 B 3 As, from the fnendship estabhshed by the second article of the 
present treaty, the honourable Company {>ecome guarantee to Maha Rajah for the 
secunty of his country against external enemies, Maha Rao Rajah hereby agrm, 
that if any misunderstanding should arise between him and the Sircar of any o^er 
chieftain, Maha Rao Rajah *^1, in the first instance, submit the cause of dispute 
to the Company’s Government, that the Government may endeavour to settle it 
amicably. If, from the obstinacy of the opposite party, no amicable terms can be 
settled, then Maha Rao Rajah may demand aid from the Company’s Government. 
In the event above stated in this article, it will be granted, and Maha Rao Rajah 
agrees to take upon himself the charge of the expence of such aid, at the same 
rate as has been settled with the other chieftains of Hindustan. 

Dated on the 14th day of November, 1803 of the Christian sera, agreeing with 
the 26th of Rujeb, 1218 Higera, and the 15th of Aghun, I860 Sumbut. 


APPENDIX G. 

Treaty mth the Rajah ofJyepoor {or Jyenagur), December 12M, 1803. 

Article 1. A firm and permanent fnendship and alliance is established between 
the honourable the English Company and Maha Rajah Dheeraj Juggut Sing Ba- 
hauder, and between thdr heirs and successors. 

Article 2. 'Whereas friendship has been established between the two states, 
the fnends and enemies of one of the parties shall be considered the friends and 
enemies of both, and an adherence to this condition shall be constantly observed 
by both states. 

Article 3. The honourable Company shall not interfere in the government of 
the country now possessed by Maha Rajah Dheeraj, and shall not demand tribute 
from him. 

Article 4. In the event of an enemy of the honourable Company evincing a 
disposition to invade the country lately taken possession of by the honoundile 
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Company in Hindostan, Maha Rajah Dheeraj shall send tlife whole of his forces 
to the assistance of the Company’s army, and shall exert himself to the utmost of 
his power m repelling the enemy, and shall neglect no opportunity of proving his 
friendship and attachment. 

Article 5, "Whereas, m consequence of the friendship established by the se- 
cond article of the present treaty, the honourable Company become guarantees 
to the MahaRaJah Dheeraj for the security of his country against external enemies, 
Maha Rajah Dheeraj hereby agrees, that if any misunderstanding should arise 
between him and any other state, Maha Rfqab Dheeraj will, in the first instance, 
submit the cause of dispute to the Company’s Government, that the Government 
may endeavour to settle it amicably If, from the obstinacy of the opposite party, 
no ymirghifi terms cam be settled, then Maha Rajah Dheemj may demand aid from 
the Compan^^s Government. In the event above stated, it will be granted, and 
Maha Rajah Dheeraj agrees to take upon himself the charge of the expence of such 
aid, at the same rate as has been settled with the other chieftains of Hmdostan 

Article 6. Maha Rajah Dheeraj hereby agrees, although he is in reality the 
master of his own army, to act dunng the time of war, or prospect of action, 
agreeably to the advice and opinion of the Commander of the l^ghsh army which 
may be employed with his troops 

Article 1, The Maha Rajah shall not entertain in his service, or m any manner 
give ainissiQn to, any English or French subjects, mr aijty other j^rson from among 
the inhabitants of Europe, without the consent of tAe Company’s Government. 

The ab^ treaty, comprised m seven articles, has been duly concluded and con- 
firmed, by the seal and signature of his Excellency General Gerard Lake, at Sur- 
hindee, in the Soobsdi of Akburrabad, on the I2th day of December, 1803 of the 
Christlm sera, corresponding with the 26th of Shabaan, 1218 Higera, and with the 
I4fii of Poos, 1860 Sumbut; and under the seal and si^ature of Maha Rt^ah 

Bheeraj Raj Rajmder Seway Ju^t Sing Bahauder, at — on the — day of 

— — 180- of the Christian mra, corresponding with the — of 1218 Higera, 

and with the — of — 1860 Sumbut. When a treaty, containing the above 
seven Indies, shall be delivered to Maha Rajah Dheeraj, under the seal and signa- 
ture of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General m Council, the pre- 
sent Treaty, under the seal and signature of his Excellency General Lake, shall be 
letumed. 


APPENDIX H. 

Lkt of the Sirdars, Zemindars, ffe. under the authority of Maha Rajah Rag^ 
gofjee Bhooslah, with whom engagements were entered into on the part of 
the hmourahle East India Company by the Commissioners for the affairs of 
Cutiach and by Majer Broughton, 

SuMELEPORB, compnsmg— • Surablepore Khas, Rae Ghur, Sone- 
pore, Sarengur, Burgur, Suctee, Seracole, Bombra, Bonie, Gangpore. Zemindars: 
Riqah Jeyt Smg, Rajah Joujar Sing, Rajah Pertee Sing, Rajah Bisserrau Sahy, Ta- 
coor Adjeet Smg, Dewan Sew Smg, Beerbudh Tennah, Rqjah Irjun Deo, Riyah 
Inder Deo, Riyah Inder Siccer Deo. 

Patna, compnsmg— Pergi^nnaAs • Patna Khas, Nowagur, Khenar, Toolger, 
BooraSamber Zemindars. Rajah Eamchunder Deo, Rajah Acber Sahy, Maha 
Patee Purtab Looter, Rajah Adjeet Sahy, Buggut Burreyee. 

Cuttack, comprising— PergwnnaAs: Boad, Ramghur Zemindar. Rajah Bis- 
sumber Deo. 


APPENDIX L 

ZAeut.^^Gen Lake, Cmmander^n’-CMef, to his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Yorh, Commander4n-Chief, ^c, ^e. SfC, 

Sir, Head Quarters of the British Army, Camp, Agra, Oct. 20th, 1803. 

In my despatch under date the 16th of August, I acquainted Colonel Clinton, 
for the information of your Royal Highness, that I marched from Cawnpore on 
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the 1th of that month, tovrards the north trest frontier of the honourable Com- 
pany*s dominions 

I have now the honour to inform your Royal Highness, that soon ajfter that 
period, a rupture actually took place between the Bntish Government and its 
allies, on the one side, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, on the 
other. 

Fiom the date of my last despatch, I moved on without meeting with any m- 
terruption till the morning of the 29th of August, when, after entenng the Mah- 
ratta territories, I encountered a large force of cavalry commanded by Mon Perron, 
a French officer 

This man had been entrusted with the government of a large extent of country 
in the immediate vianity of the British temtory ; and, with many of his country- 
men, who have at different times entered the service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, had 
for many years past been employed m orgamxmg a strong anny of both infantry 
and cavdry 

They had succeeded to a very alarming degree in the accomplishment of this 
object, and had now at their disposal a force which was at once large, well armed, 
and effective, and for the support of which ample means was affordSi by the reve- 
nues arismg from the country under their controul. 

It became, therefore, to the Government of this country an object of the utmost 
importance to destroy a power whose views were avowedly hostile to British in- 
terests, whose situation was contiguous and menacing, and whose strength and 
solidity, already formidable, were every day increasing. 

I found Mons. Perron with his army posted m a very strong position in the 
neighbourhood of Coel, a town of considerable consequence within the Mahratta 
frontier ; and from this I completely drove him, after some resistance, and dis- 
persed the strong force he had collected 

I beg leave for particulars on this subject to refer your Royal Highness to my 
despatch to his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, a copy of which 
(No. 1) 1 have the honour to enclose. 

After this affair, I encamped with my army before the fort of Ally Ghur, which, 
from the breadth and depth of the water in its ditch, is a place of great strengtli, 
and to be assailed with the utmost difficulty 

After mature deliberation on the different ways in which it might be attacked, 
and the certainty that whatever mode was adopted, our loss must necessarily be 
considerable, I determined to gam possession of it, if possible, by coup de nmn, 
on the morning of the 4th of September * 

The party destined for this service consisted of a part of his Majesty*s 76th re- 
ginenl, and about fifteen companies of sepoys, the whole commanded by the hon. 
Lieut -Colonel Monson. 

This party met with a most vigorous resistance ; but, owing to the unexampled 
bravery of both officers and men, they succeeded m forcing the gates, and gamed 
complete possession of every part of the fort. Colonel Monson, whose services 
weie most meritorious, was very severely wounded, and many valuable ofiScers 
and men were killed and wounded. 

I beg leave to recommend Colonel Monson particularly to his Majesty's favour, 
and to assure your Royal Highness that I cannot find words to express the high 
sense I entertain of the conduct of that officer. 

Captain Madeod, Brevet-Major, who succeeded to the command of the corps 
after Colonel Monson was wounded, is equally entitled to my warmest praise , and 
I should be wanting m justice, did I not inform your Royal Highness that every 
officer and man employed behaved m a style of the most heroic gallantry and 
determined perseverance. 

It IS necessary to add, for the information of your Royal Highness, and to enable 
you to judge of the difficulties that were to be surmounted, that from the great 
breadth of the ditch and its depth of water, the attack was only practicable on the 
gates, three of which it was necessary to burst open before the fort could be 
entered These gates were uncommonly strong, and the road to them was com- 
pletely covered by batteries, and other strong works within the fort, from which 
the enemy did much execution. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of my despatch on this occasion to his Ex 
celloncy the Governor-General, together with a return of our loss (No. 2). 
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After halting two days m my original position at the town of Coel, I moved 
with my army towards Delhi, with the exception of a garrison left m the fort of 
Ally Ghur, and a bngade of cavalry, which I found it necessary to send towards 
our own temtones, to repel an irruption which had been made by a part of the 
enemy's cavalry. 

This bngade consisted of his Majesty's 29th regiment of light dragoons, and two 
regiments of native cavalry. 

My advance from Coel was not interrupted until the 1 1th of that month, when 
I encountered a very large force, both of cavalry and infantry, with a numerous 
artOlery, under the command of M Bourquain, one of the French omcers already 
alluded to. * 

My army had made a very long march in the morning, and were hardly arrived 
on their ground, when I learnt that the enemy were preparing to attack us. 

I immediately moved out the whole line of cavalry and infantry, and advanced 
on the mi^y*s line, who opposed to us a very severe fire from their numerous 
artillery, which did mudi execution. 

1 am haqipy to say, that we succeeded m completely defeating the enemy, killing 
great numbers of them, and gaming possession of the whole of their artillery. 

1 have the honour to enclose copies of my letters to the Governor-General on 
this occasion (Nos 3, 4, and 5), and I cannot omit expressing to your Royal 
Highness how infinitely I feel indebted to the officers and men employed on this 
glonous day. 

His Majesty's '76th regiment, which has on all occasions been conspicuous for 
its good conduct, afforded, m the present instance, an example of distinguished 
gallantry to the rest of the army, which led to complete success. 

The honourable Major-General St. John, who commanded my left wing, dis- 
played eminent courage and ability, and by his steady and collected conduct de- 
feated the designs, and threw into confusion the right wmg of the enemy to which 
he was opposed. I humbly hope your Royal Highness will be graciousl) pleased 
to make known to his Majesty his meritorious conduct on this occasion. 

I am no less indebted to the skill, ability, and courage of Colonel St. Leger, who 
commanded the cavalry, to whose prompt and vigorous charge of the enemy the 
final dispersion of their force is to be ascribed. 

After this affair, I encamped my army on the banks of the river Jumna, opposite 
to the aty of DeUu ; and early next morning a message arrived from his Majesty 
Shah Allum, with information that the town and two forts which defend it, had 
been evacuated by the party of the enemy left for their defence, on hearing that 
their army on the other side of the river had been totally defeated. 

Shah Allum, the unfortunate represeritative of the House of Timur, whose whole 
life has been a miserable senes of calamity and misfortune, has for a number of 
years past been totally under the power and controul of the l^rench faction which 
has governed this country 

The oppressive and degrading manner in which they had exerted their authority 
—their insulting conduct to the royal family— the state of rigorous confinement in 
which it had been detained— and the extreme indigence to which it was reduced 
by French rapacitj^— were all circumstances which rendered this monarch eager td 
receive the Bntish protection, and made him view its approach with joy and 
exultation. 

Every effort which the liberty he had obtained by the defeat of his oppressors 
gave him the power of exerting, was employed in affording my army the means of 
crossing the river, and m testifying the extreme satisfaction felt by himself and 
every one of his dependants at the distinguished success of the British arms. 

In testimony of the sentiments he entertained on this occasion, he conferred on 
me a title, the second in the empire in rank and importance, and would have con- 
ferred the first, had it not been previously bestowed on Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 

On my part, I paid every deference, respect, and honour, consistent with my 
situation, to the royal dignity, and encouraged every hope of future comfort and 
independence from the generous conduct and acknowledged liberality of the British 
Government. 

Soon after the fall of the fort of Ally Ghur, Mons. Perron, who opposed me on 
the 29th of August, and who was at the head of the French faction, and com- 
manded the whole military force of Dowlut Rao ScinHmh in Hmdostan, threw 
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himself on my protection, and entreated permission to resign the service of his 
prince, and to pass through the Company’s territories on his way to Europe 

For reasons specified in my letter to the Governor-General, a copy of which 
(No. 6) I have the honour to transmit for the information of your Royal Highness, 
I complied with Mons Perron’s wishes : and he is now at Lucknow, on his way to 
Calcutta. 

Soon after my arrival at Delhi, Mons. Louis Bourquain, who commanded the 
army opposed to me on the 11th of September, and a number of French officers 
of inferior rank, also threw themselves on my protection. This measure they 
were compelled to adopt for their personal safety , the whole country, irritated by 
their extortions and oppressions, being desirous, now that they found them di- 
vested of power, to avenge, by their destruction, the sufferings they had occa- 
sioned. 

These I have sent under guards within the British provinces , and I have now 
reason to think that, as the French influence and authority in India are thus com- 
pletely dissolved, the ambition and hostile designs of France will find no room 
hereafter to endanger the British possessions. 

Having completed every arrangement respecting the royal person that I judged 
necessary in the present situation of affairs, and left such a force as 1 deem^ suf- 
ficient for the defence and protection of Delhi and its neighourhood, I marched 
towards Agra on the 24th of September. 

The weather, which at this season of the year, has been, beyond example, favour- 
able to military operations, permitted us to march with little interruption, and I 
arrived at Muttra, a town of considerable importance on the Jumna, on the 
2d of October. 

At this place Colonel Vandeleur, with his Majesty’s 8th regiment of light dra- 
goons, and the brigade which I had sent from Ally Ghur to repel an incursion 
which the enemy had made into the British provinces m my rear, joined me. 

Colonel Vandeleur, who was proceeding up the country to join my army, 
effected a junction with this brigade, and by his judicious movements compelled 
the enemy to make a precipitate retreat from the British temtones. 

From Muttra I proceeded towards Agra, where I arrived on the 4th instant. 

The 1'own of Agra, situated on the banks of the Jumna, is large and populous, 
and defended by a strong wall. On its south-west side it has a fort, regularly 
constructed, with a deep ditch and high walls, deemed amongst the natives of this 
country of extraordinarj^strength. 

Immediately after my arrival, I took up such a position as circumstances seemed 
to require. 

On the 10th of the month, I drove the enemy with great loss, both of their 
men and artillery from the town, and from some deep ravines on the south-west 
side of the fort where they were strongly posted, and which it was necessary for 
me to occupy, m order to carry on my approaches. 

The particulars of this affair are detailed in my letter to the Governor-General, 
of which I have the honour to forward a copy, (No. 1 ) for your Royal Highness’ 
information. 

From this penod, my engineer and artillery officers were employed m the con- 
struction of batteries for the purpose of effectmg a breach m the wall. 

I had th^ satisfaction to see these completed, at the distance of three hundred 
and fifty yards, on the morning of the nth, and m the course of that day they 
did so much execution, that the gamson were compelled to send to me proposals 
of capitulation. 

The nature of these was such as to meet my entire concurrence, and the whole 
garrison, amounting to upwards of 6000 men, were on the 1 8th allowed to march 
out. I immediately occupied the fort with my troops, and I had great reason to 
rqioice that possession of it had been obtained on such terms, as I afterwards per- 
ceived, that the obstacles to have been surmounted, must have occasioned us very 
heavy loss, if the enemy had persisted in opposition. 

A copy of my despatch to his Excellency the Governor- General, (No. 8) will 
inform your Royal Highness of all particulars. 

This finishes a plan of operations which I had laid down for the purpose of 
effectmg different objects contained in instructions, which I received from his 
Excellency the Governor-G''neial in Council. 

vot. ni. 2 T 
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These mstructions pointed out the expediency of destroying the I'Vench power 
and authority m Hindustan; of seizing their arsenals, military stoics, and strong 
places; of taking possession, ort account of the British Govcinmeut, of that 
extent of country which is situated between the Ganges and Jumna, called the 
Doab ; of securing a line of posts on the north-wcsbnn banks of the Jumna, to 
protect the navigation of that river, of taking undei the protection of the 
British Government, his Majesty Shah Allum ; and of forming such connections 
with the independent Rajahs and petty prmccs to the north-westward of Hm- 
dostan, as would secure their friendship, and form a barrier against the powei of 
the Mahratta states. 

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur was attended with the acquisition of most of 
the military stores belonging to the French party. This was the place of resi- 
dence of their principal officer, M Perron, and it was the grand depdt of their 
military stores. 

This event also, with the decisive consequences of the action of the 1 Ith of 
September, at the same time that they destroyed the French influence and autho- 
rity, put into our possession the whole of the tract of country above alluded to. 

The French officers stnpt of their authority, and finding themselvco the objects 
of just indignation to the countiy they had governed, were compelled to solicit 
my protection. I disposed of them m the manner I have already pointed out, 
and 1 have now reason to believe, that there docs not remain m the service of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdla, or of any other native prince, an individual, that has either 
power or inclination to espouse the interests of France. 

The conquered country seems to rejoice m its change of masters, and will I 
can have no doubt, submit with the utmost tranquillity and satisfaction, to the 
introduction of those forms and regulations by which the British possessions in 
India are governed. 

This must be attributed in a great measure to the mild treatment and security 
which they could not help being Informed, the British Government affords to all 
Its subjects; but I cannot in justice to the army I have the honour to coininaml, 
conceal from your Royal Highness, that the good opinion and f.ivouiablt dispo- 
rition of the natives has been jn a great measure obtained bv the humane tn-at- 
ment and orderly behaviour of my troops 

It has hitherto been unknown in llindostan, that a victonous army has moved 
without everywhere committing plnndei and devastation Dmmg oia piugiess, 
on the contrary, the utmost attention lias been paid to the piotcetiou id the 
persons and property of the inhabitants, and this has led them to legard us more 
in the light of friends and deliverers than enemies and oppiessors. 

The possession of Delhi, Muttra, Agia, and other places, sceuics the navigation 
of the river Jumna, and gives us possession of a considerable tiact of country on 
its north-western banks. I therefore also look upon this object of Govcinment as 
obtained 

The unfortunate Shah Allum has been rescued from the powei ot his oppres- 
sors, by which means the purposes of humanity arc accomplished, and so tai as 
this object IS to be regarded m a political point of view, his being under the pio- 
tection of the British Government, will eflectually pi event any othoi powei fioin 
availing itself of the weight and influence whicli his name must evei possess 
amongst the Mussulman inhabitants of Hindostan. 

The native chieftains and independent Rajahs, who possess temtory to the 
north-westward of Hindostan, aie foi the most part eager to cmbiace oui fuend 
ship, and with several of the most powerful I have already entered into treaties, 
conformable to my instructions, by which their alliance is secured. 

Every object thciefore contained in the mstiuctions with which I was furnished 
by his Excellency the Go vei nor- General m Council, appears to be fully accom- 
plished. 

The prosecution of the war against Doulut Rao Scindia and the Rajah of Berar, 
will requiie that I should still farther extend my operations, and I shall have the 
honour, in m\ next despatch, to inform your Royal Highness what measures I 
may find necessai j to adopt foi that purpose. 

The success of niy ainn hitherto* has m point of extent, surpassed even my 
most sanguine hopes, and no example is to be found mthis countiy which equah 
it in point of lapidity 
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This I most willingly ascnbe m a great degree to the high disciplme, persevering 
courage, and emminent gallantry of the officers and men who compose my army, 
many instances of which have already been pointed out to the notice of your Royal 
Highness. 

I find also a most important cause of my success m the unrestrained powers 
with which I have been invested by his Excellency the Governor-General, and m 
the very ample means with which I have been supplied for the prosecution of the 
various objects of this campaign 

The effect of these has been so great, that whilst I feel towards the Marquess 
Wellesley the highest sense of private obligation, I conceive it a public duty to 
express to your Royal Highness, the beneficial consequence my public measures 
have derived from his zealous assistance, his unlimited support, and his complete 
confidence m my various exertions 

Permit me to add, that I derive the most sincere satisfaction from the success 
which has attended my endeavours to carry into effect the comprehensive plans 
of his Excellency, and that I feel m the highest degree gratified by the praise and 
approbation with which he has been pleased to honour my conduct, and signalise 
the services of the army 

A well grounded confidence may now be entertained that his Lordship’s views 
will soon be successfully accomplished, and that whilst his political wisdom, energy, 
and decision are fully evinced, an increase of power, resources and stability will 
be obtained to our Indian possessions, and ultimate advantages secured to Great 
Britain, the extent and importance of which cannot easily be calculated 

I cannot close this despatch without recommending to the notice of your Royal 
Highness my two Aides-de-camp, Majors Nicolson and Lake, to whose zeal, and 
activity upon all occasions since they have been attached to me, I feel most par- 
ticularly obliged 

The former, with whose merits your Royal Highness is well acquainted, I have 
made the bearer of this despatch, that he may have the honour of communicating 
any particulars respecting the campaign, with which your Royal Highness may be 
desirous of being made acquainted 

I feel it incumbent upon me from my situation (although a parent) to assure 
your Royal Highness that Major Lake has m every action displayed so much 
energy, zeal and ability, as to convince me that he is one of the first officers of his 
standing I ever saw and will, I am quite certain, become a very distinguished cha- 
racter in his profession 

1 have long forborne mentioning this young man on account of his near con- 
nection with me, but I feel it a duty 1 owe to him, both as a father and an officer, 
to inform your Royal Highness of his ments, in the hope that he may reap the 
benefit of your Royal Highness’s patronage and protection, and that you will be 
graciously pleased to recommend him to the notice of his Majesty 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your Royal Highness’s most faithful and humble servant, 

G Lake. 
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The Marquess Welksleif to Lord Hobart 
(Official and Secret.) 

Mv Loan, Fort William, June 20, 1803 • 

In my despatch under date the 8th of October, 1802,^ I had the honour to con- 
vey to your Lordship an intimation of my intention to submit to you the various 
considerations to which it appears to me to be necessary to advert, in obeying his 
Migesty’s commands signified to me m your Lordship's secret and confidential 
letter of the 6th of May, 1802, relative to the restitution of the possessions of the 
French and Batavian Republics conquered by his Majesty's arms during the war. 

Various circumstances have occurred to delay this communication, while the 
state of affairs between his Majesty and France, has rendered the delay less im- 
portant to the public interests, and has offered ample time for a mature examina- 
&on of the subject. 

By his Majesty's warrant of the 3d of May, 1802, 1 am commanded to deliver 
to such commissary, or such commissaries, as shall be named and authorized on 
the part of the French Republic, and of the Batavian Republic, respectively to 
receive the same, all and every of the countries, territories, and factories, in the 


* The following is the despatch referred to j It U insarted here in order to ex- 
plain this letter more fully. — [EnJ 

Tks Marqum Welled to Lori Mohart* 

Mv Loan, Fort William, October 8, 1802. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch, of 
the 5th ot May, enclosing a copy of the definitive treaty of peace concluded at 
Amiens on the 27th of March, 1802, and his Majesty's warrant for the restoration 
of the French and Dutch possessions in India, (with the exception of the Dutch 
possessions in the island of Ceylon,) which have been occupied by British troops 
during the late war, conformably to the stipulations of the definitive treaty of 
peace concluded at Amiens on the 27th of March, 1802. 

Vour Lordship's letter of the 6th of May reached Fort William on the 14th 
instant (yesterday), having been brought to Madras by his Majesty's frigate La 
DHat^euse, which ship arrived at the Cape of Good Hope on the 13th of August, 
sailed from that settlement on the 19th of August, and arrived at Madras on the 
2 1 St of September. 

Immediately on the receipt of your Lordship's lettei I issued the necessary orders 
for carrying his Majesty's commands into effect 

Your Lordship may rely on •'ly strict attention (until I shall be honoured with 
his Msyesty’s further orders) to that part of your letter which directs me to ob- 
serve the provision of the convention of 1787, between his Majesty and France, 
as the rule by which my conduct is to be governed m all questions which may 
anse with regard to the situation of the French in India. It is, however, neces- 
sary to apprize your Lordship that m my judgment the vaiious important occur- 
rences which have happened in India since the commencement of the late 
war with France, and the alterations which have taken place m many of the 
British interests m Asia, will materially affect the application of the provisions of 
the Convention oi 1787 to the present situation of affairs in this quarter of the 
globe 

Being unwilling to delay the present despatch, and being anxious to give the 
fullest consideration to this important question, before I submit ray sentiments 
to your Lordship’s authority, it is my intention, as soon as may be practicable, to 
address a sepaiate letter to youi Lordship on this particular subject, which I shall 
despatch witliuut delay by an express conveyance by sea and land. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


WjfctnKStKY. 




APPENDIX. 64«5 

East Indies, which may have been conquered from the said powers, respectively 
during the war, (with the exception of the Dutch possessions on the Island of 
Ceylon) with the fortifications thereof, in the state in which they may have been 
at the time of the signature of the preliminary treaty, leaving untouched the 
works which may have been constructed since the occupation. 

By your Lordship’s letter of the 5th of May, 1802, 1 am directed to take the 
necessary measures for placing the subjects of the French and Batavian Republics 
in India, upon the same footing on which they stood at the commencement of the 
war, and in the event of any questions arising with respect to the situation of the 
French in India, I am further commanded to consider the provisions of the con- 
vention of 1787, as constituting the rule by which my conduct is to be governed 
upon such questions, it being his Majesty’a pleasure under the present circum- 
stances, to allow to France all the advantages of that convention ” 

I am not at present apprized that any important question can be expected to 
arise, with regard to the limits or local position of any possession to be restored to 
the French or Batavian Republics, excepting the settlement of Mahe; m the 
vicinity of that settlement, the French have formerly advanced pretensions to an 
extension of temtory more important from its relation to our possessions m that 
quarter, than from its magnitude or intrinsic value 
Your Lordship may be assured, that I shall endeavour to avoid the agitation 
of any vexatious question, with relation to the limits or position of the terntpnes 
to be restored under his Majesty’s commands But if any temtonal claim, doubt- 

ful or dangerous in my judgment, should be preferred by the commissanes of 
either Republic, not deeming myself to be authorized to admit such pretensions 
without the express commands of his Majesty, I shall refer every claim which 
appears to me to be of that description to your Lordship’s decision ^ 

It IS necessary however, m this place to solicit your Lordship’s attention to a 
possible contingency, which may require my immediate determination, and may 
preclude the opportunity of resorting to his Majesty’s previous commands 
Reports have reached me through various channels, intimating an apprehension 
tha^ the French Republic has secretly concluded engagements with the Batavian 
Republic, by which the Batavian Republic has ceded to France considerable por- 
tions of the territorial possessions conquered from the Dutch in India, dunng the 
war. The Dutch possessions at Cochin are stated to be included m the supposed 
plan of secret cession from Holland to France 
The terms of his Majesty’s warrant convey no authority to the local Govern- 
ment of India to deliver to the commissaries of the French Republic any posses- 
sions which had been conquered from the Dutch dunng the war. No further 
authority can be derived from that wan-ant, or from your Lordship’s instructions, 
than the limited power of delivering to the commissaries of the French Republic 
the possessions conquered from France, and to the commissaries of the Batavian 
Republic the possessions conqueied from the Dutch dunng the war Any inter ^ 
chan«>'e, or cession of temtory, which may have been concluded between those 
Republics respectively, would require the previous sanction of his Majesty, and 
the notification of his royal pleasure to the local Government of India, in order to 
authorize any departure from the tenor of his Majesty’s warrant, dated 3d of 
May, 1802, and of the articles of defensive treaty of peace to which that warrant 
expressly refers 

If therefore, the French or Batavian commissanes, should require the local 
Government of India to deliver to either Republic respectively, any possession 
which by his Majesty’s warrant I have been commanded to deliver to the other, 

I shall not deem myself to be authorized to assent to such a demand without bis 
Majesty’s special command, and I shall refer any such demand to your Lordship 
for his Majesty’s final pleasure. 

The same principle will be equally applicable to any artifice by which either the 
agents of the French, or Batavian Republic immediately after having received 
possession of their respective tenitones, or the agents of any European power 
possessing temtory in India, may attempt to transfer any portion of their respec- 
tive temtonal possessions to the French or to the Batavian Republic. Any such 
transfer of territory however modified, which could be attempted m the period of 
time within which your Lordship’s further instructions in answer to this despatch 
might reach Bengal, mus”** bear direct reference to the conditions of the peace of 
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Amiens, and mnst therefore be considered to be subject to the general operation 
of the spirit of hjs Majesty's warrant of the 3rd of May, 1802. It is therefore my 
intention to resist, as far as may be practicable, without resorting to hostilities, 
any transfer of territory of the nature described, which may bo attempted pre- 
viously to the receipt of such farther commands, as his Majesty may bo pleased to 
signify to me on this Important question. 

To your Lordship*s judgment and experience, it is unnecessary to suggest the 
serious importance of admitting interchanges or cessions of territory, which might 
involve the dangerous result of confirming to the French a considerable extension 
of temtorial possession in India, under circumstances favourable to the establish- 
ment of an exclusive sovereigrav m any position which might facilitate an inter- 
course with any of the native ^states, or might furnish the means of disturbing 
the internal tranquillity of the British dominions. That cessions and interchanges 
of territory, which would involve consequences of this nature, might be effected 
between France and other European powers established in India, must be obvious 
to your Lordship’s knowledge of the local position of the Dutch and Portuguese 
possessions in India, without entering into any consideration of the territorial 
possessions of other European powers in this quarter of the globe. 

With regard to the fortifications of the several places to be restored to either 
Republic on the continent of Ind% I appreh^d that long before the time of 
the signature of the preliminary treaty (with the exception of the works at Cochin) 
they had been destroyed, and that no works have been constructed during the 
occupation. A serious question however will arise with respect to the right of 
eitiber Republic, to restore such fortifications as migf have been destroyed, or to 
construct new works in new positions To this subject I propose to solicit your 
Itordship’s attention In a subsequent pait of this despatch. I am not apprised 
that any additions of importance have been made to the fortifications at Maiacoa, 
or at any place in the Extern Seas since those Dutch settlements have been occu- 
pied by the British Government. 

In considering the instructions contained in your Lordship’s letter of the r>th of 
May, 1802, It appeared to me to be necessary to advert to the relative situation 
and natural pretens'ons of the French and Batavian Republics in the rapacity of 
states possessed of territory m India, as well as to the condition and claims of tlu* 
individual subjects of those powers respectively 

The convention of 1787 contains no special definition of the relative national 
nghts of Great Bntain and France m India, in tlie capacity ot states respectively 
possessed of terntory, but the gencial spirit of that engagement, his Ma)rsty’s in- 
structions to Mr Eden of September, 1787, and the letter ol the Seciet Com- 
mittee of the Court of Directors to the Governor- Gcncial in council, ul the 3r(i 
of Novembei, 1787, afford sufficient proof that an admission of our exclusive 
sovereignty within the territories actually possessed by the Conipanv in India, and 
of our exclusive authority over our native tiibutanes and depcmient piinccs, con- 
stituted a fundamental principle of the convention of 1787 ; that Fiaiur under 
the stipulations of that treaty, was recogni.«cd merely as ,i cotninerciaJ power 
Within the limits of oar sovereignty, authority, or influence , and that the con- 
vention of 1787 was not intended by Great Bntain to stcuie to Fiance withm 
those limits any other advantages than a libeial piotectioii in the fiee exercise of 
a safe and independent trade, together with an impartial administration of justice 
under the established sovereign power of the Compan\, or under <mi estaolished 
authority or influence m the dominions of our tnbutaiies and dependents. 

The events which have occ rred in India since the date u* the convention of 
1787, have considerably extex ded the limits withm which (undei the principle 
assumed at that time) France as a state holding tenitory m India, would be con- 
sidered m the most favourable view to possess no right beyond the condition of a 
protected commercial establishment, under the authority of an acknowledged 
sovereign power. 

From the year 1787, to the present period of time, the British Sovereignty ia 
India has been directly extended over the province of Benares, over the greater 
part of the territories of Tippoo Sultaun, over Tanjoic, a considerable part of tin? 
Deccan, the whole of the Carnatic, the greater part of Oude. the city of Surat, 
part of Guzerat, and the Island of Ceylon, and by the treaty of Bassein over part 
of the Mahratta temtorv. 
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The dependency of the Rajahs of Benares and of Tanjorc, of the Nawaubs of 
Surat, of the Carnatic, and of Oude, has been clearly defined and confirmed The 
Nizam has entered into engagements with the Bntish Government, involving a 
condition of dependence at least equal to that in which the Nawaub of the Car- 
natic was placed in 1787 , the subsisting treaties so closely connect the Rajah of 
Mysore with the Company, that his Government is absolutely identified with the 
Bntish power, and cannot by any foreign state be considered otherwise than as a 
branch of the sovereignty of the Company, exercised through a native dependent 
prince. The Guickwar and the Peishwa have respectively formed connections with 
the British Government, which render each of those powers dependent on the Com- 
pany for protection. 

Applying the general tenor and spirit of the principles, on which was founded 
the convention of 1787, to the actual state of the British power m India, I there- 
fore conclude, that, within all the Bntish territories, possessions, and dependencies 
acquired since the year 1787, as well as within those possessed by Great Britain 
previously to that period of time, France, m the most favourable view, is not 
entitled to be admitted to any advantage beyond the immunities of a mere com- 
mercial establishment to be protected by the Bntish sovereignty, authority, and 
influence in the secure exercise of trade under just and equitable regulations. 

This construction of his Majesty’s commands, and of your Lordship’s instructions, 
would appear to me to be correct, even if I had understood from the tenor of 
those orders that the convention of 1787 had been formally and expressly re- 
newed with the French Republic, and that France had become entitled to claim 
the advantages of that convention, as mattei of national right 

But your Lordship’s instructions of the 5th of May, 1802, having expressed it 
to be his Majesty^s pleasure, under the present circumstances, to allow to France 
all the advantages of the convention of 1787, 1 have been led by those expressions 
to conceive that no formarstipulation to that effect has been concluded with 
the French Republic, and that the observance of the provisions of the convention 
of 1787, as the rule of decision m all questions which may arise with respect to 
the French m India, will rest absolutely upon his Majesty’s future pleasure. 

With this view' of the subject, I presume to submit to your Lordship’s con- 
sideration such reflections as have occurred to my mmd with regard to the ex- 
pediency of modifying the rules which would be derived from the provisions of 
the convention of 1787, m such a manner as may render the application of the 
general spirit and tenor of that engagement more suitable to the actual state of 
the British empire in India. 

By the 1st article of the convention of 1787, his Majesty engages to take such 
measures as shall be m his power for securing to the subjects of France a safe, 
free, and independent trade, such as was carried on by the French East India 
Company, and as it is explained m the following articles, whether they exercise 
it individually, or as a Company, as well in the Nabobship of Arcot, and the 
countries of Madura and Tanjoie, as m the provinces of Bengal, Baliar and Orixa, 
in the northern Circars, and m general in all the British possessions on the coast 
of Onxa, Coromandel, and Malabar,” 

The 4lh article declares, that the six ancient factories, namely, Chandema- 
gore, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Jugdea, Balasore, and Patna, -with the territories belong- 
ing to the said factories, shall be under the protection of the French flag, and 
aub)ect to the French jurisdiction ” 

The 5th article declares, that “ France shall always have possession of the an- 
cient houses of Soopore, Keerpoy, Caunicole, Mohunpore, Serampore, and Chitta- 
gong, as well as the dependencies on Soopore, viz., Gautjeraut, Alsinde, Chintzabad, 
Patorpcha, Moneypore, and Dololbaudy , and shall further have the faculty of 
establishing new houses of commeice , but none of the said houses shall have any 
jurisdiction, or any exemption from the ordinary justice of the country, exercised 
ovci Bi itish subjects.” 

By the 6th article his Majesty engages ” to take measures to secure to French sub- 
jects, without the limits of the ancient factories above mentioned, an exact and im- 
partial administration of justice mall matters concerning their persons or properties, 
or the carrying on their trade in the same manner, and as efectually as to his own 
subjects.” 
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Under the operation of these articles his Majesty engaged to secure to the sub- 
jects of France either indhidually or in the character of a company, M^ithin all the 
British possessions and dependencies, a free trade, by establishing the six ancient 
French factories in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, In the exercise of French jurisdiction 
within their respective Umits ; by confirming to the French the possession of their 
ancient houses of commerce without the limits of those factories, subject, how- 
ever, to the ordinary justice of the country exercised over British subjects ; by 
granting to France the faculty of establishing new houses of commerce under a 
slmUar restriction, and finally, by affording to all French subjects without the 
limits of the ancient factories, the benefit of the same administration of justice aa 
IS exercised ovsqr Bntish subjects. 

The articles which stipulate for the restitution of the ancient French factones, 
t(^ther.with the exercise of French jurisdiction m each respectively, appear to be 
of a description which cannot now be modified without involving questions of 
difficulty and danger, but 1 trust that your lordship will be enabled, without em- 
barrassment, to advert to the situation of French subjects In India residing without 
the limits of the ancient factories, and of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, and to the fkculty granted to France under the 5th artide of the con<* 
vention, of establishing new houses of commerce- 
For the purpose of submitting to your Lordship the most full information on 
these inportant pplnts, I have the honour to endose an mctract of a letter firom 
the Govemor^General in Council to the Secret Committee, under date the 6th of 
November, 1788, by which document, as well as by considering the charters of 
his Hajest^s Courts at Fort William, Madras, and Bombay, and the regulations 
enacted by the Governor-General In Council, and by the subonfinate governments 
of Fort St. George and Bombay, your lordship will perceive, that, if the advan.* 
tages of the 6th artide of the convention of 1787 bf extended to ail French sub- 
jects residing without the limits of the ancient factones, the immediate conse- 
quence must be to exempt all French subjects residing without the limits of the 
ancient factones, and witiiout the limits of the towns of Calcutta, Madias, and 
Bombay respectively, from the restraint of any existing civil or criminal jurisdic- 
tion in any part of the Company's dominions. 

The charters of his Majesty's Courts grant no jurisdiction in civil or criminal 
cases over foreign Europeans beyond the limits of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, 
and Bombay respectively j the regulations of these governments establishing the 
Company's civil and cnminal courts of judicature in the provinces have not ren- 
dered Bntish subjects amenable to those Courts, nor could the jurisdiction of the 
Company's Courts be extended to British subjects without the previous authority 
of an Act of Parliament, framed expressly for that purpose. With the exception 
of Bntish suBjects, all Europeans residing without the limits of their respective 
factones, and of the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, previously to the 
convention of 1787, were equally amenable with natives to the authority of the 
Company's civil and criminal courts. But as the 5th article of the Convention 
plac^ the subjects of France m India, with regard to civil and cnminal jurisdic- 
tion m the Company's provinces on the same level with Bntish subjects, the 
subjects of France were necessarily exempted from the jurisdiction of the Com- 
pany's Courts, and no Act of Parliament or charter from the Crown having ex- 
tended the jurisdiction of hia M^esty's Courts to French subjects resident in the 
provinces, the result was the entire exemption of all French subjects in that situa- 
tion from every restraint of civil or criminal law. 

This inconvenience was indicated to the Secret Committee of the honourable 
tbe Court of Directors by the despatch from the Governor-General in Council of 
the 6th of November, 1788, to an extract from which I had the honour of soli- 
citing your Lordship's attention in a former Paragraph. The reply of the Secret 
Committee to that letter is dated the 15th of April, 1789 A copy of it is an- 
nexed to this despatch for your Lordship's information Your Lordship will re- 
mark that the Secret Committee concurred in the opinion of the Governor-General 
m Council, that difficulties might arise m the execution of the 5th article of the 
convention of 1787, and intimated that an early and attentive consideration would 
be given to the subject. No measures, however, appear to have been adopted 
either m Great Britain or m India for the purpose of removing the stated Incon- 
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venience» and from the 21st of May, 1788, until the commencement of war with 
France in 1793, the subjects of France residing without the limits of the ancient 
French factories, and of the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, continued in 
a state of entire exemption from the restraints of civil or criminal law under the 
operation of the 6th article of the convention of 1787. Dunng that period of 
time the Company's magistrates in Bengal, Bahar and Onssa, exercised the power 
which they possessed of apprehending French subjects accused of crimes and of 
detammg them for future trial before his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature 
at Fort William ; but as no regular and legal mode existed of bringing such cn- 
minals to tnal consistently wi^ the existing charters of his Msyes^s Courts, or 
with the public faith pledged by the convention of 1787, considei^le inconve- 
nience was expenenced in various instances ; while the propriety of detammg cn* 
mmals under such arcumstances could be justified only by the absolute necessity 
of the case. 

The rupture between Great Bntain and France in the year 1793 removed these 
embarrassments by suspending the operation of the convention of 1787, and no 
difficulty was experienced during the continuance of the war with regard to the 
situation of sulgects of France residing in any part of India. The revival of the 
principles of the convention of 1787 at this penod of time must renew the difficul- 
ties represented m the letter from the Govemor-G^eral m Council of the 6^ of 
November, 1788, unless early measures be adopted in Europe either by an Act oi 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom or by amicable explanation with France to 
preclude all inconvenience m the administration of justice to the foreign Euro- 
peans residing within the British territories m India. 

The construction, however, which his Miyesty’s commands appear to admit 
relieves the local government of India from any immediate difficulty with regard 
to this important question, while it enables me to submit to your Lordship with- 
out reserve every suggestion which can tend to illustrate this part of the subject. 
The convention of 1787 not having been formally revived between his Majesty 
and the French republic, and not constituting any actual obligation of the public 
faith, it appears to me to be the duty of the local government of India to modify 
the execution of his Majesty’s commands with regard to the admmistratlon of 
justice to French subjects residing mthe provinces by such regulations as may best 
adapt the spirit of his Majesty’s mtentions to circumstances which could not have 
been under consideration at the time of issuing those commands. 

Until his Majesty’s farther pleasure can be received I shall not hesitate, there- 
fore, to consider all subjects of France residing without the limits of the ancient 
French factories, and without the limits of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay respectively to he amenable to the Company’s courts of dvil and crimmal 
judicature in common with all other foreign Europkns. This determmatioii will 
place the subjects of France under such circumstances precisely m the situation in 
which they stood previously to the convention of 1787, and will render them 
amenable to the only junsdiction m India which can legally take cognizance of their 
actions. 

Your Lordship will observe that his Majesty’s Courts in India under their pre- 
sent charter cannot take cognizance of the actions of French subjects residing 
beyond the limits of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respectively, no 
other alternative than that which I propose to adopt can remain to Goyem- 
ment consistently with the due administration of dvil smd cximinal justice until 
the farther notification of his Majesty’s pleasure shall be received; and that no 
consideration inferior to a solemn stipulation of pubhc foith or to his Majesty’s 
final commands could justify this Government in withholdmg the exercise of so im- 
portant a branch of its dufy as the admimstration of civil and criminal justice to 
any descnption of persons resident within the limits of its authority. Your Lord- 
ship will also be sensible of the hazard to which the peace and good order of the 
country and the happiness and security of our native subjects must be exposed if 
the subjects of France were to be admitted within our domimons under an entire 
exemption from the restraints of civil or criminal law. 

I now proceed to submit to your Lordship my sentiments with regard to the 
principles which appear to my judgment to be most expedient for the final regula- 
tion of this quesrion. 

All foreign European^ residing without the limits of their respective factories. 
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and also without the limits of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay respectively, being 
now amenable to the Company's courts of civil and cnmmal judicature in the pro- 
vinces, it is proper to examine the policy of continuing the same system of admi- 
nistration of justice or of modifying it, either with respect to the subjects of any 
particular European state or with respect to all foreign Europeans. The principle 
of inculcating a high respect for the European character constitutes a mam foun- 
dation of our power in India, and it has therefore appeared to me to have been a 
mistaken and dangerous policy to subject Europeans of any descnption in criminal 
cases to the jurisdiction of the Company’s Courts, where native officers must be 
concerned m the trial and sentence, and where the proceedings, must be governed 
by the principles of the Hindoo or Mahomedan law, although modified in some 
cases by the regulations of the British Government It is, therefore, my decided 
opinion that all foreign Europeans should be rendered exclusively amenable to his 
Majesty’s Courts in India in cnminal cases, the Company’s magistrates, however, 
in their capacity of Justices of the Peace, under the Act** of the 33d year of the 
rign of his Majesty should as at present retain the power of apprehending and de- 
taimng for trial, before his Majesty’s Courts, all Europeans, including British 
European subjects of every description accused of crimes. I take the liberty of 
recommending to your Lordship the immediate introduction of an Act of Parlia- 
ment for extending the criminal jurisdiction of his Meyesty's Courts to all foreign 
Europeans according to the preceding suggestions. 

Tlie principle of these suggestions necessarily includes Americana and the 
children of Europeans or Americans by Europeans and Americans. 

Such an Act of Parliament would remove all difficulty in India with regard to the 
French in criminal cases, as it would place th^,wi^ regard to the administration 
of criminal justice precisely on the same levi^ wife his Majesty’s European sub- 
jects residing in India. 

"With regard tu civil actions, it appears to me to be a necessary restraint upon 
the conduct of all foreign Europeans resident within the Company’s provinces, that 
the local jurisdiction of the Company’s courts should take cognizance of their pro- 
ceedings m all civil transactions. 

The distance of many of our provinces from the respective seats of his Majesty’s 
courts of judicature would render it difficult for our native subjects to resort to his 
Majesty’s courts for redress m civil cases, and it is well known that our native 
subjects are averse to such appeals to a remote authority To impart to his 
Miyesty’s judges the power ot making circuits through the Company’s piovinces for 
the tnal of civil actions originating in disrant situations would tend to withdraw 
the respect of the natives from the established executive power, to divide local 
authority, and to impair the consideration of the Company's civil oflicers and 
magistrates m the opinion of our native subjects. 

The jurisdiction otthe Company’s courts in the provinces now forms a salutary 
protection to our native subjects against the oppressions and frauds of foreign 
Europeans while it operates as an useful instrument to the Government m 
observing and controlling the conduct of all foieign Eiropeans. I theiefore take 
the liberty of recommending that the civil jurisdiction of the Company’s courts 
over all foreign Europeans be confiimed. Americans will necessarily be included 
m this suggestion. 

No reason of policy appears to me to recommend the exemption of the subjects 
of France resident m India from any control deemed necessary to restrain the 
conduct of other foreign Europeans On the other hand various considerations 
require that the conduct of French subjects resident within the Company’s terri- 
tories m India should be observed with every degree of vigilance, and conti oiled 
by every restraint compatible with the general principles oi justice, with the law 
of nations, and with the special obligation of subsisting treaties. If therefore my 
opinion should not have been erroneous in roncludmg that these questions still 
remain open to his Majesty’s determination, I trust that they may be determined 
m conformity to the principles stated m the preceding paragraphs, by which equal 
justice will be administered m India to all the subjects of European or American 
states in amity with his Majesty, and no restraint wiU be imposed which is not 


* Cap. 52, sect. 151. 
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ibsolutely necessary for the protection of our native subjects, and for the preaer- 
vation of our empire in the East 

For your Lordship’s further information on this branch of the subject, I have 
the honour to annex to this despatch a note wntten at my desire by Mr. Barlow, 
observing to your Lordship that I entirely concur m the opinions stated by Mr. 
Barlow in that note. 

The particular object of this letter has not led me to consider the case of British 
subjects not in the service of his Majesty or of the Company, as stated by Mr 
Barlow, but I entirely concur in the expediency of subjecting persons of that 
description to the jurisdiction of the Company’s courts m civil cases in the man- 
ner proposed by Mr. Barlow. 

In considering the various modes by which civil and cnminal justice might be 
administered to French subjects resident without the ancient factories, I have not 
adverted to the expedient suggested in the letter from the Governor-General in 
Council under date the 6th November 1788, of referring the actions of all French 
subjects to the junsdiction of the principal French officer residing at the chief 
settlement or factory belonging to the French 

Your Lordship will remark that this expedient would afford no adequate security 
against the excesses of the subjects of France residing within our provinces, and 
would establish between the French officers and our native subjects an intercourse 
of a nature highly derogatory to the dignity and authonty of the British Govern- 
ment, injurious to the internal peace and good order of our provinces, and dan- 
gerous to our political interests. 

The draft of the proposed Act of Parliament to which reference is made in the 
letter of the Governor-General in Council of the 6th November 1788, does not 
appear to me to embrace the objects stated m the preceding pjiragraphs 

In framing an Act of Parliament for the purposes which I have had the honour 
to specify m this despatch, I take the liberty of suggesting to your Lordship the 
expediency of consulting the opinion of Mr. Burroughs, late Advocate-General in 
Bengal, whb is perfectly qualified to afford every necessary assistance on every 
part of the question 

The faculty gi anted to France by the 5th Article of the Convention of 1787, of 

establishing new Hoiises of Commerce^** appears to require more accurate expla- 
nation and positive commands from his Majesty. 

From the words of the 5th article it is not evident whether the nght of establish- 
ing new houses of commerce in India is to be exercised by the French govern- 
ment and under its expiess license, or individually and without distinction by all 
French subjects who may arrive m India, The first article of the convention 
secures to the subjects of France the specified nghts of trade whether exerased 
individually or by a Company 

If the French should open the trade to India it will be necessary to ascertain 
whether under the 5th article of the convention, the local governments of India 
are required to permit all French subjects without exception to establish them- 
selves in all parts of the territories and dependencies of the Company, under no 
other restriction than that such French subjects shall be established in houses of 
commerce ; it is also desirable to ascertain more precisely the nature of the 
establishment described in the convention by the term “ House of Commerce.” ^ 

Under the terms of the convention unexplained, I apprehend that the British 
possessions and dependencies in India might speedily become the resort of such a 
multitude of French adventurers, as might endanger the peace of the country, and 
might greatly disturb the minds of our native subjects and dependents This evil 
would be aggravated if it were deemed necessary to give full operation to those 
stipulations of the convention to which I have already solicited your Lordship’s 
attention, and under which I apprehend that aU French subjects residing beyond 
the limits of the ancient factones and of the towns of Calcutta, Madras and 
Bombay, must be exempt from the efficient control of any regular civil or cri- 
minal jurisdiction. 

The establishment of any considerable number of French subjects under any 
restriction in any of our provinces must be viewed with apprehension and concern, 
in Oude, m Mysore, in the ceded and conquered districts, in Malabar, Canara, and 
other maritime possessions and in such pf our provinces as are not yet completely 
settled, the general establishment of French subjects would be highly excep- 
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tionable ; and the danger would not be inferior in the territories of our tributaries 
and allies the Nabob Virier, the Nizam, the Peishwa, the Guicowar, and the Eajah 
of Travancore ; the establishment of any considerable number of French houses 
in Ceylon would also appear to be objectionable on similar grounds. 

If the French trade to India should be exercised by a company or under any 
foixn of license from the French government to individuals, the number of French 
adventurers destined to India might possibly be more limited than in the event of 
an open trade. Even in this case the power of limiting that number would be 
lodged in the hands of the French Company or of the French government. It is 
supposed however that the French trade to India will be entirely open, and that no 
exclusive Company will be constituted, and no power of restraint or license re- 
served by the French Government, 

In any case under the present terms of the 6th Article of the Convention, the 
subjects of France would enjoy greater advantages than British subjects within the 
British possessions and dependencies in India, any subject of France without pre- 
vious licence or covenant from the Company's Government might claim a positive 
right to estahhsh himself m any part of our dominions or of the territories of our 
tributanes or allies, provided only that he should establish himself in a house of 
commerce, nor would the Company's Government possess the power under the 
stipulations of the convention, of requiring any previous security for the conduct 
of such French subject, or of exercising any control over his conduct similar to 
that exercised over British subjects. 

Neither British subjects unlicensed or licmned by the Company to reside in 
India nor even the public oflGlcers in the service of the Crown or of the Company 
are entitled to privileges so extensive. No Mtish subject can establish hlmsei^ 
in any part of our provinces or dependencies wPiout the express permission of 
the local government and the continuance of aB such establishments of Brit^ 
subjects whether commercial or of any other description, depends absolutely upon 
the discretion of the Governor or Governor-General in CouncU, The same 
powers are exercised by the Company's government in time of peace over all 
foreign Europeans of every description beyond the limits of the respective esta- 
blished factonea. If therefore the privilege granted by the words of the 5th article 
to the French be not restrained by his Miyesty's orders, 1 apprehend that it will 
plsjce every French subject m India m a situation of superior advantage not 
only to that of every pther foreign European, or British subject unlicensed or 
licensed by the Company, but even to that of the servants of the Crown or of the 
Company, inasmuch as it will exempt French subjects with regard to the right 
of commercial establishments ft-om the authority of the local government. 

The words of the 5th and 6th articles which render French subjects residing 
in the new bouses of commerce or without the limits of the ancient factories 
amenable to the ordinary justice of the country, cannot be construed to enable 
the Company’s government to deny to any French subject the right of establish- 
ing a house of commerce in any part of India, or to remove any such esta- 
bhshment after it has been formed. The words quoted m this paragraph from 
the 5th article, relate exclusively to the ordinary judicial process of the courts 
of civil and cnmmal justice j and the executive power of the Company's govern- 
ment appears to be restrained by the terms of the same article from exercising any 
discretion over the establishment of any French subject m a house of commerce. 

The same principles which have induced me to determine until further orders 
to suspend the operation of the stipulations of the convention of 1787, as far as 
they relate to the administration of justice over French subjects in India, will 
justify me in considering the right of establishing new houses of commerce to be 
subject to the discretion of the Company's local government until his Mstfesty's 
ultenor commands shall be received 

The question involves the foundations of our empire in India; the secuuty of 
our empire m India requires that the establishment even of British subjects 
withm our Indian dominions and dependencies should be restrained by the most 
stnet limitations and observed with the utmost degree of vigilance and care. 
The actual powers of the executive government in India have secured a control 
over the establishment and conduct of Bntish subjects sufficient to preclude all 
apprehension of danger from an influx of British adventurers in our Oriental 
possessions Without the active exercise of that control considerable danger 
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might arise from the establishment of any great number even of British adven- 
turers in Inda • your lordship will apply these pnnciples to the case now sub- 
mitted to your consideration, and I am persuaded that you will perceive the 
necessity of employing every effort to limit the number,- and to control the sub- 
jects of France tp be admitted within our possessions and dependencies under 
the treaty of Anjiens. 

It might be deemed a secure and equitable arrangement to confirm the French 
in the possesi^on of their ancient factories and houses of commerce, and to sub- 
ject all new establishments to the discretion and previous license of the Com- 
pany or of the British government m India, under tiie same rules which now 
exist with regard to all similar establishments of British subjects. 

France cannot object to this principle, unless she be determined to contest our 
nghts of sovereignty and authority withm our established possessions and de- 
pendencies m India 

Neither justice nor hberality require that the subjects of France should enjoy 
greater immunities than his Majesty^s subjects vrithin the limits of any part of the 
British empire If any such claim be preferred by France with respect to the 
British possessions and dependencies in India, it must be founded upon a suppo- 
sition that those possessions and dependencies are not included within the limits 
of the British empire. 

In addition to these, supplemental arrangements for defining the condition of 
the subjects of France within our provinces and dependencies, it would be ex- 
tremely desirable to ascertain by some fixed stipulation or declared rule, the pre- 
cise nature of the nghts of France as a state possessing territory in India. 

In the capacity of a mere commercial establishment subsisting under the pro- 
tection of the Bntish power, the French Government in India would be entitled 
to maintain a larger military force than might be necessary for the preserva- 
tion of internal tranquillity, and for the security of public and private propeity 
within Its respective settlements 

It appears from his Majesty's instructions to Mr. Eden under date September 
1787, to have been his Majesty's intention at that time to consider the condition 
of France in India under the convention of 1787 to be that of a merely com- 
mercial establishment according to the descnption stated in a former paragraph of 
this letter.* The convention of 1787 contains no direct expression of this prin- 
ciple, but the principle may justly be inferred from the geneial tenor and spint of 
that engagement. Former treaties appear to preclude any military establishment 
of the French within the provinces immediately dependent on Bengal. But the 
settlements of Pondicherry and Mah^, and other places m the southern distncts 
of India, are rather of the nature of military stations than of commercial esta- 
blishments, and the military nature of those stations has not been affected by the 
positive letter of the convention of 1787, or by the practice of the Bntish Govern- 
ment in India previously to the war 

It would be highly advantageous to the British mterests to determme the extent 
of the military force which the French shall be permitted to maintain at those 
places, and generally m India, as well as to decide whether the French shall be 
allowed to restore the works of any of their former fortifications, or to construct 
new works at any of their settlements. 

The convention of 1787 is entirely silent upon these points, but the general 
spint of that engagement applicable to the present time would appear to preclude 
the French from any increase of their military strength, either by fortifications, or 
by the introduction or levying of troops, beyond the extent requisite for the secu- 
rity of the commercial rights of France in India 

In the discussions which occurred m Parliament on the treaty of Amiens, the 
opinion of his Majesty's ministers seemed to be decisive m favour of the exclusion 
of loanee m India, from the rights of a military power. His Majesty's commands 
signified in your Lordship's letter of the 5th of May, have not furnished me with 
any special instructions with regard to the extent and nature of the rights of the 
French to restore their ancient fortifications, or to construct new works of that 
description, or to introduce troops into their settlements, or to levy troops for the 


* See p. 646 
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French service. It appearsi however, from the general tenor of your Lordship^s 
letter, and from other circumstances, that it had been found expedient to wave 
the discussion of those points, and perhaps in this view of the subject it might be 
hie Msjesty's intention to permit the French to restore their fortifications in 
India to the state m which they actually existed at the commencement of the war, 
and to maintain in India any military force which should not be of greater extent 
than the French army maintained m India at that period of time. 

Entertaining, however, considerable doubts with regard to this construction of 
his Majesty's commands, I conceive it will be my duty (in the event of any 
attempt on the part of the French officers in India to restore the demolished forti- 
fications, or to construct new works m any of their settlements,) to address a 
temperate representation to the local government of France in India, stating my 
reasons for proposing a reference to the respective governments at home pre- 
viously to the completion or further progress of any such works, and I shall 
accordingly forward the earliest representations upon the subject to your Lord- 
ship , but I shall not attempt to interrupt by force the commencement or pro- 
egress of any such works without special orders fram his Majesty. 

I shall apply the same general principles in the event of any arrival or levy of 
troops for the French service in India, unless in the extreme case of such an 
augmentation of the French force as should evidently be directed to hostile pur- 
poses against the British interests. In that ca8% I am satisfied that his Mt^esty 
will expect me to adopt every necessary precaution for the security of these 
dominions. 

I am aware of the difficultia which might attend any attempt to discuss and 
determine in Europe the rights of France with re^^rd to the extent and nature of 
her fortifications, and of her army in India. embarrassment, however, 

might anse m India from the contmuance d thO State Off doubt with re» 

gard to those important questions. 

Without some definite arrangement of these points, the French might gradually 
establish m India a degree of military power, which might become a serious object 
of aoheitude to the British Government. The extent of the European force to be 
maintained by the British Government in India must always bear a certain pro- 
portion to the actual strength of the French army maintained m India, and to the 
fedlity of augmenting that force. The existence of any considerable French force 
in India must always tend to disturb the minds of the native states, and of our 
subjects, tributaries, dependents and allies. The dangerous impression of such a 
French establishment could be counteracted only by a decided and evident supe- 
nonty of strength on the part of the Bntish Government, and the local positions 
erf the pnncipal French stations would require that a considerable body of our 
troops should be exclusively employed m observing those stations, if garrisoned by 
a large force. Your Lordship, however, will not understand my opinion to be, 
that even the entire destruction of the French military power in India would justify 
any reduction of our present military establishments, especially of our European 
force ; but I apprehend that any considerable augmentation of the French force m 
India would require a large augmentation of the number of his Majesty's regiments 
now employed m India 

I request your Lordship's attention to the situation of the political rights of 
France m India with relation to the native states and powers. It would be very 
desirable to ascertain to what extent any correspondence is to be permitted between 
the French and any of those states, independent of the Bntish power, and uncon- 
nected with it by alliance or treaty. 

With regard to the independent and unalhed native states, it would be necessary 
to determine whether France is to be permitted to take such states under her 
protection or guarantee, or to furnish officers for the discipline of their armies, or 
military stores, ordnance, and other military resources, for the improvement of 
their respective mihtary power , whether the French are to be allowed to contract 
subsidiary engagements with such states, and to receive grants of territory as 
security for the payment of such subsidies, or under any other circumstances, to 
receive grants of territory or any other establishment from any of the independent 
or unallied native states or powers. 

By the progress of our alliances, and the success of our arms, the French arc 
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absolutely excluded, (without committing acts of positiTe aggression,) from any 
connection of the nature descnbed, with any considerable native states or powers 
of India, excepting Scindiah, the Rajah of ^rar, and the family of Holkar. But 
many of the inferior class of states are still open to French intrigue. * 

■With many of these powers the French might form political connections, and 
under those connections might obtain territorial and military establishmente 
extremely dangerous to the British interests ; and great evils are to be apprehended 
even from the systematic introduction of French adventurers, and French military 
science mto the armies of the independent and unallied native powers. "With 
regard to all our tributanes, dependents, or alhes, I conclude that Im M^esty will 
approve my determination to prohibit in the most strict manner any intercourse 
between them and the agents or emissanes of France. 

The exercise of political powers of the nature descnbed m these suggestions 
certainly cannot be deemed necessary to the security of a hunted commercial esta^ 
blishment existing under the protection of the admowledged sovereign authority 
of the Bntish Government But if France should entertmn designs of reviving in 
India a rival power and dominion, with a view of checking the present ascendency 
of the British influence, it is to be apprehended that the political connections to 
which 1 have referred might become useful instruments of French ambition and 
intrigue. 

France may contest our nght to interfere with her system of negotiations or 
establishment at the courts, or in the dommions of powers unconnected with us 
either by dependence, alhance, or treaty The secunty of the Bntish empire in 
India, however, absolutely demands that France should not be permitted to extend 
her territorial possessions in India, or in any manner to strengthen the mihtary 
power and resources of any native state m India. 

In the present disturbed condition of the Mahratta empire, and of several of the 
infenor native states, favourable opportunities might be offered to the enterpnzing 
and adventurous spirit of the French for the successful prosecution of such projects. 

It would, therefore, be highly advantageous either to fix by positive treaty the 
nature and extent of the political power of France m India, or to furnish the local 
government of India with such instructions as might prescribe a systematic course 
of precautionary measures for the purpose of preventing the French from forming 
connections or establishments of the description apprehended. 

With a view also to the stability of the British ascendency in India, it will be 
necessary to determine whether France shall at any time be permitted, without the 
special consent of the Bntish power, to increase her temtonal possessions in India 
by cessions or conquests from any European power now occupying temtory in India. 

I have already submitted my sentiments to your' Lordship on this part of the 
subject with referrence to such a period of time as may be supposed to connect 
any such cession from an European power with the spintof the treaty of Amiens; 
but It would be desirable to rebate a question of this importance by some perma- 
nent and established pnnciple. 

The condition of the subjects of the Batavian Republic resident within the 
Company's dominions and dependencies in India, is not affected by the convention 
of 1787. The Dutch subjects will therefore return to the situation in which they 
were placed previously to the war, and consequently I do not apprehend any 
embarrassments with regard to the administration of justice over Dutch subj'ects, 
or to any claims on their part to the nght of forming new establishments within 
our possessions or dependencies. 

The political and military rights of the Batavian Repuhhc in India will, howpver, 
require your Lordship^s attention, with reference to the pnnciples whi(^ I have 
submitted to you respecting similar pretensions on the part of France. 

Tins dehcate and important question will become more urgent, in proportion as 
the interests and power of the Batavian Repuhhc shall be more nearly connected 
with those of France. If an union of interests and power should be established 
between the two Repuhhcs, nearly equal danger may anse from the political and 
military power of either, and our secunty may require the application of similar 
restraints to both. 

Any considerable increase of the Dutch military force at Cochin might prove the 
source of serious inconvenience, notwithstanding the destnicrion of the hostile 
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power of Mysore. Other settlements of the Batavian Republic might also furnish 
the means of disturbing the British establishments. 

In adverting to the political and mihtary power of the Batavian and Frewdi 
Republics to be established in India under the treaty of Amiens, your Lordshjtp's 
attention will necessarily be directed to the amount of the naval force to be main- 
tained in India by those Republics. This question is beyond the limits of my duty 
or authority ; but in endeavouring to submit to your Lordship the various cir- 
cumstances which may affbct the important interests committed to my charge, it has 
appeared to me to be remiisit^ to advert to the necessity of establishing a rule for 
the guidance of the local government in India» in the event of any actual or 
meditated increase of the Fmich or Dutch naval forces in India, or of any attempt 
towards the improvement of their sea-ports (with a view to hostile operations by 
sea,) or towards any augmentation of their naval resources in India, or towards 
deriving advantage from the abundant means which India affords of building ships 
of war, and of fbunding a formidable naval power in these seas. 

The consideration of this branch of the question will lead your liordship to 
examine the right or inclination of the French or Batavian Republics to occupy 
4ther by force ck by negotiation any part of the dominions of the King of Ava, 
and you will determine the propriety of instructing the local government of India 
on that dehcate and important question. 

This letter having necessarily involved a discussion of considerable detail, it may 
be ^pTenient to your Lordship that I should conclude by recapitulating the prm« 
dpal questions on which I am axious to obtain your Lordship’s instrucions. 

First. ‘Wheth®r the convention of 11 Bl has been formally revived between his 
Miyesty anff France, or whether the admission of the French to the beneits oi that 
treaty rests absolutdy upon his Majesty’s indulgmce, and canpot be oUteed as an 
obhgation of public Mth. ^ 

Bikxmdly. % what jurisdiction smdin what msssner civil and criminal justice is to 
be administered to tlm subjech^ Of wititin the territones and dependencies 
of the Btitish Government m India. 

Thirdly. By what regulations the establishmaits'of the French within the British 
possessions ai^ dependenaes are to be limited or restrained. 

Fourthly. Whetiier the French Government in India is to be considered as a 
mere commercial establishment, or as apolitical and military power. 

Fifthly. If the French Government in India is to be considered as apolitical and 
military powm*, what are to be the relaaons of that power towards the Bntish 
possessions, dependencies, and allies, and also towards the independent and unalhed 
native powers: what is to be the extent of the military power to be maintained by 
France in India, and what is to be the extent of her right to repair or to construct 
fortifications, or to strengthen her military resources m India by alliances or by 
other means. 

Sixthly. If the French Government m India is to be considered in the situation 
merely of a commercial establishment, with relation to all the powers of India, 
European and native, by what regulations, and by what system of policy, is the 
local Bntish Government of India to be authorized to enforce the obligations of 
such a condition upon the French Government, and upon the other powers of 
India. 

Seventhly. 'What la to be the condition of the Batavian Government in India, 
with reference to mihtary and political power. 

Eighthly. The nature and extent of the naval power of the French and Batavian 
Governments in India. 

Ninthly Whether the French and Batavian Republics respectively, are to be 
permitted to interchange their respective territories and possessions, or to malce 
cessions of temtones or possessions to each other respectively; or to receive 
interchanges or cessions of temtory from any other European, or native power 
in India. 

In examining the vanous topics which this despatch embraces, I have omitted 
to observe to your Lordship, that some of our dependents exercise a loi^ and 
distinct sovereign authonty within their immediate possessions; the Nawaub of 
Oude, the Rajah of Mysore, and the Nizam, with several other states are of this 
description It may become a question whether French subjects or others, residing 
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"Within the possessions of such princes or states should, be amenable exclusively to 
the civil and criminal jurisdiction on the spot, or to riie Company's, or to any 
concurrent junsdiction of these authorities. On this pomt your Iiordship will 
receive the most correct opmion from the high legal authonties in England. It is 
desirable that the conduct of European foreigners resident within the immediate 
temtones of our dependent princes should be controlled by some jurisdiction of 
more just and regular operation, and of more efficacious, certain and speedy effect 
than can be denved from the arbitrary, corrupt, and precarious administration of 
any native state in India. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

WEntBSLXT. 


Postcnpi, 23d My. 

1. For your Lordship's more easy reference with regard to the settlements to 
be restored to the Batavian and French Repubhcs within the temtones and 
dependencies of the Government of Fort St. George, I have the honor to annex a 
copy of the reply of that government to my orders of the 24th of November, 1802. 
The detailed statements to which the letter from the Government of Fort St. 
George, and its enclosures refer, will be found at the India House, if your JLordship 
should have occasion to examine this subject with particular attention. 

2. Your Lordship will observe, that several settlements both of the French and 
Dutch to be restored under the treaty of Amiens are interspersed within 'the 
Company's dominions in a manner which is likely to produce great inconvenience, 
and to interfere essentially vmth the uniformity and vigor of the British system of 
government 

3. In addition to the instances of interspersed possession, stated in the letter 
from Fort St. George, great inconvenience of a similar nature will arise in Benpd, 
especially from the restitution of the small district of Bamagore situated withm 
a few mUes of Calcutta, on the same bank of the Hoo^y nver The restitution of 
that district to the Dut^h will seriously affect the police and local revenue of 
Calcutta, and will obstruSt'the success of every regulation estabhshed for col- 
lecting the town duties, and for maintammg the peace and good order of the 
great town of Calcutta, and of its populous vicinity. These objects are highly 
important, and the encreasing population of Calcutta renders the regulation of the 
local administration and of the revenues and pohce of the town, a matter of great 
consideration in the general government of this empire. 

4. It would be highly advantageous if the British, French and Dutch Govern- 
ments of India could be vested respectively with the power of concluding sudi 
interchanges of temtory as might establish a more defined boundary, and might 
preclude "^e confrision, which must anse from the intermixture of the authorities 
of the British, French, and Batavian Governments 

5. It would be desirable that this power should be special with regard to the 
distnct of Bamagore and tothe ffistricts spedfied in the rej^rt from Fort St. George. 
In the meanwhile the restitution of Bamagore to the Dutch will be attended vnth 
such extreme inconvenience to the pohce of Calcutta, thet it is pay intention to 
pay the amount of the revenue of that distnct into the hands of the officers of the 
Dutch Government, and to vrithold the actual restitution of the district until 1 
shall have the honour of receiving his Majesty's further commands 

6. No difficulty could occur in ceding to the Batavian Republic a tract of country 
immediately adjoinmg to Chmsurah m commutation for the district of Bamagore. 
This arrangement will be equally advantageous to both parties. 

7. I have not annexed to this letter any report 'of the particular settlements and 
districts to be restored to the French and Batavian Republics under the imme- 
diate government of Bengal; the several settlements are so well known, and all the 
documents respecting them being within your Lordship's reach at the India House. 
The same observation applies to the factories to be restored by the Government 
of IBombay under the treaty of Amiens. 

Wellesley 
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APPENDIX L. 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Hobart 

My Lord, Fort WilUam, 1st August, 1803. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordships dispatch of the 
18th Match 1803 received on the 6th of July, 1803 together with its enclosures 

The mode of carrying into effect the restitutions to be made under the treaty 
of Amiens on the continent of India to the French and Bataviwi Republics neces- 
sanly mvolved various Questions respecting territorial limits, and other national 
and local rights and claims, the decision of which appeared to be more properly 
the duty of the Governor General in Council, than of any of the subordinate 
governments 

Under this impression, on the 24th of November 1802, I issued an order in 
Council to Fort St. George and Bombay, directing certain documents and state- 
ments connected with the intended xestitutions to be transmitted to Bengal for 
the information of the Governor General in Council, and I further directed that 
in the event of the arrival of French or Batavian Commissaries or othei officers, 
who might demand possession of the tcirltorlcs to be restored under the ticaty of 
Amiens, the demand should he referred to the Governor General in Council in the 
first instance , and that the actual restitution of any possession demanded should 
be postponed, until express authority should be received for the purpose firom the 
Governor General in Council, In the InUrval of time, which must necessarily have 
elapsed during the proposed retempiJo Beng|^, 1 directed that any French or 
Bata>dan officers who might i% India, should be treated with every 

practicable degree of civility and atensbon. 

My order m councU of the S^th of Nov. 1802, appeared to be requisite for the 
general reasons stated in the 3rd Paragraph of this letter j nor could the govern- 
ment of France or that of Holland have justly complained that the supieme e\ecu 
’-tive power of the Bntish Government in India, liad reserved for its own diioct 
authority, an act of such importance as the final restoration to the French nnd 
Batavian Commissaries, of the conquests made fiom Fiance and Holland duim", 
the war. 

From the effect of these previous directions to Toit St, George and Bombay I 
should have derived considerable facility in the execution of your Loidship’s oi del's 
of the I7th of October 1802, if any of the stipulated restitutions had been de- 
manded previously to the receipt m India of your Loidship^s Dispatch of the 10th 
Nov 1802 The necessity of postponing the restitutions at Fort St, Geoige and 
Bombay until direct powers could be obtained from the authority of the Governor 
General in Council, would have amply justified the delay enjoined by his Majesty^s 
commands of the 17th of October 1802, without exciting jealousy, oi creating any 
apprehension of hostile motives 

His Majesty's commands contained m your Lordship's Dispatch of the lOth 
Nov. 1802, did not appear to me to lequire any alteration of my instructions to 
the subordinate governments of the 24th Nov. 1802 

My instructions of the 24th Nov 1802, accordingly remained m full force at 
Fort St George and at Bombay aftei your Lordship’s oiders of the 16th Nov, 1802 
had reached each of those Presidencies 

No comraissiaiv or officer regularly authoiised by the Governments of France 
or of Holland, arrived in India until the 15th of June 1802, when the French 
frigate La Belle Poule arrived at Pondicherrv having on board Citizen Login 

Prefet Colonial” and Monsieur Binot “ Chef de L’ Etat Major de L' Expedition 
des Isles Onentalcs ’* Mousieui, Bmot brought dispatches to the Governor of Fort 
St George and to the Governor General from his Evccllency Gcneial De Caen the 
Captain General oi the French Establishments m India. Copies of those dispatches 
aieenclosedforyourLoidship'sinformation By those letters it appealed that Monsiciu 
Biijot together with Citizen Leger was authou«ed to leceivc chaige of the settlement 
of Pondicherry and its dependancies on the part ot the French republic, and to 
make the necessary anangements for the leception of the French troops (le.stnied 
fox India.— -A detachment of Kiench tioops sujxposcd to amount to UU) in. n ol tlu* 
Jth Demi Bugavlc aiiivcd at Pondichcir\ at Du sium turn. The noDlicavion •»! 
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this event reached Bengal on the 4th of July 1803, in a letter from the Governor 
m Council at Fort St. George under date the 18th of June 1803, enclosing Gene- 
lal De Caen*s dispatch to the Governor General. 

Previously to the 15th of June Lord Clive had received intelligence which 
appeared to indicate the certainty of an early renewal of hostilities between 
his Majesty and France, his Lordship therefore adverting to my instructions of the 
24th of November 1802, and to the spirit of youi Lordship's ** Most Secret” 
dispatch of the 17th of October 1802, as applicable to the existing cnsis m India, 
apprized Monsieur Bmot of the intention of the Government of Fort St. George 
to postpone the restitution of the settlement of Pondicherry until the authonty of 
the Governor General in Council for that purpose should be received at Madras. 
Lord Clive at the same time tiansmitted oiders to the Bntish officer commanding 
at Pondicherry directing that the Fiench troops should be permitted to disembark 
and that the officers and troops composing the detachment should be treated with 
every practicable degree of civility and attention. 

Previously to the 4th of July, I had received mtelhgence relative to the critical 
state of affairs betw’eenhis Majesty and the French republic of a similar complexion 
to that which had reached Lord Clive , and on the 6th of July I had the honour to 
receive your Lordship's dispatch of the 18th of March 1803, by Lieut Col. 
Monson. 

Under these circumstances, I entirely approved the prudent and judicious con- 
duct of Lord Clive in strictly observing my instructions of the 24th Nov. 1802, 
and consequently m refrainingJmm^theJtnaJrK of the conquered settle- 

ments, until his Lordship could receive my direct authonty for t^t purpose ; and 
I conceived it to be my duty m reply to his Lordship's reference, to issue such 
orders as should apply the spint of his Majesty's commands of the 17th of October 
1802, to the existing cnsis of affairs in India. 

In a state of suspense even with regard to the actual renewal of the War m 
Europe, and under the expectation, that, if such an event had not already occurred 
It could not be long delayed, it appeared to me to be requisite m obedience to the 
general tenor of your Lordship's dispatch of the l7th of October 1802, to postpone 
the execution of the tieaty of Amiens in India, until I could be furnished with his 
Majesty's further commands, or could receive decisive information with regard to 
the condition ot the subsisting relations between his Majesty and France. 

On the 7th of July therefore I communicated m a private letter by express to 
Lord Clive my determination ” not to restore the French or Dutch settlements m 
India until I should receive further instructions from England,” and I directed his 
Lordship ** to regulate his conduct by this deteimination and on the 9th of the 
^ame month I transmitted to Lord Clive by express an official dispatch of which a 
copy is annexed for your Lordship's information. 

Your Lordship will observe that my instructions contamed m that dispatch 
positively prohibit the restoration to any persons authorized either on the part of 
the Fiench or of the Batavian republic, of any possession within the limits of the 
government of Fort St George co nquercd-lromddie-French or the 4) u tc h d ur ing, 
the ^^ar without further oiders from the Governor General in Council. 

It appeared to me that the most advisable mode of withholding the several 
restitutions would be to postpone any reply to the letter received from General 
De Caen until the actual arrival of that officer m India, or until I should receive 
further orders from your Lordship or more satisfactory advices respecting the 
aspect of affairs m Europe. 

On the 23rd of July I received a letter from Lord UUve dated the 13th of July 
announcing the arrival at Pondicherry on the 11th of July, of the French Squadion 
which sailed from Biest m the month of March 1803, consisting of the Maten^o 
of 74 guns and two frigates, and having on board his Excellency General De Caen 
with a military force supposed to amount to between 600 and 700 European 
troops 

The French frigate La Belle Poule which was despatched to Fort St. George from 
Pondicherry, for the purpose of announcing this intelligence, conveyed a letter 
from his Excellency General De Caen to Lord Clive of which a copy is annexed for 
your Lordship's infoimation. 

Lord Clive communicated to me at the same time a copy of the letter which his 
loidbhip had addussed t*^ Gciieial Dc Caen for the purpose ol explaining the 
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considerations by ^hich his Lordship ms precluded from a compliance with 
General Be Caen’s application for the restitution of the Settlement of Pondicherry 
without previous mstruttions from the Governor General in Council. 

On the same day (the 23rd of July) I received a dispatch from Lord Clive dated 
the 14th of July, communicating the precipitate departure ofthe French Squadron 
from the roads of Pondicherry on the night of the 1 2th of July together with the 
troops which had recently arrived with General Be Caen, of which no part had 
been landed 

Lord Clive was not able to procure distinct information regarding the motives 
which may have determined General Be Caen to depart from Pondicherry with 
such precipitation before any answer could have reached Pondicherry from Lord 
Clive to General Be Caen’s letter ofthe llth of July or from the Governor General 
to General Be Caen’s letter received at Fort William, on the 4th July, General 
Be Caen’s sudden departure is supposed however to have been the result of mtel- 
ligence stated to have been communicated to General Be Caen by a Corvette 
which arrived about noon, on the 12th of July at Pondicherry, and which was 
said to have left Brest about the I5th of March 1803, 

The Troops which had been landed at Pondicherry from the French Frigate La 
BeUe remained at that place under the command of Monsieur Binot who 

upon General Be Caen’s departure addressed a letter to the British Commissioner 
at Pondicherry (of which ftcopy is annexed for your lordship’s information ) In this 
letter M. Binot states that General Be Caawiad appointed hjm to the command 
t^iroxidScneffj^ uit tbe purpose of receiving me restitution of that settlement in 
conformity to the treaty of Amiens. It appear that H, Binot produced 

any powera under the express authority of H. Be Caen. 

No letter has been r^dved ^y the government of Fort St. Georgy or by ihe 
Governor General from General Be Qam annorm^ng or confirming by his 
authority the appointmmit of H. Binot lOr the pur);»oses stated in the preceding 
Paragraph. 

The secrecy wMch was observed in the departure crfT the Rrench Squadron precluded 
the means of ascertaining the place of its destinatioii. But in combining the cir- 
cumstmices connected with its departure, and the state of affistrs in Europe, Lord 
C^ve supposes that the probable intention of General Be Caen is to proce^ to the 
Isle of France. 

It has not appei^ to me to be either necessary or proper under these circum- 
stances to recognise M. Binot’s powers, or to address any reply to him, as the 
authorized agent of General Be Caen. — General Be Gaen’s present station and 
destination are utterly unknown to me ; his designs certainly bear an appearance 
which justifies suspiaon and demands vigilance To deliver over the settlement 
of Pondicherry to M. Binot if strictly regular m point of form would be highly 
imprudent ; the sudden departure and unascertained situation of General Be Caen 
preclude the p ossibility of correspondence with him ; and his conduct in the actual 
state of intelligence fiom Euro^ renders it iieCcSsary to ^ithold the restitutions 
under the treaty of Amiens until his Majesty’s commands or further advices shall 
relieve me from doubt on this important subject. 

I have therefore resolved neither to correspond with M Binot, nor to attempt 
the transmission of any letter to M. De Caen, nor to sanction any restitution under 
the treaty of Amiens until I shaU have received additional information or orders 
from England for the regulation of my conduct. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

WSLLESnST. 
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Rajah Ragojee Bhoouslah to the Marquete WelUeleg, 

Received 15thi May, 1803. 

I have derived great satisfaction from the receipt of your Lordship’s fHendly 
letter on the subject of Sirgoojah,* and apprizmg me of the proposed mission of 
a gentleman of rank to this place, agreeably to the relations of subsisting harmony 
and friendship, for the puipose of concluding a permanent settlement of the affairs 
of that distnct, and of communicating to me your Lordship’s views and sentiments 
on all pomts. 

The relations of sincere friendship, harmony and concord, have, during a long 
period of time, subsisted between the two states, so firmly as to have admitted of 
no difference of interests between them, nor will any separation of them occur. 
Advertmg to this circumstance, I had, previously to my receipt of your Lordship’s 
letter, repeatedly enjoined the Taalookdar of Chhutteessghur to apprehend and 
chastise the Zemindar of Siigoojah. The measure which your Lordship’s penetra- 
tion and wisdom, however, has suggested to you of despatching a person of rank 
for the purpose of negotiating in concert with me, a settlement of the affienrs of 
Sirgoojah, is highly expedient and proper, and a source of ease and confidence to 
the inhabitants of this quarter. 

After I shall have had a personal interview with the gentleman selected for this 
mission, and understood all the circumstances connected with the existing differen- 
ces, a secure and permanent arrangement shall be made. 

I refer your Lordship to Ruggojee Pundit for a full communication of my friendly 
sentiments ; and I trust that you will continue to gratify me by letters denoting 
your welfare 


Translation of a Letter pom Rajah Ragojee Bhoomlah to Augim ul Omrahf 
communicated to the Resident at Hyderabad^ MayAxh 1803 

To the Nawaub Sahib, the kind, the ornament of bounty unto his humble friends 
safety I 

Previously to this a fnendly letter respecting the departure of my ministers 
Shreedhur Pundit and Kishen Rao Chitnaveese, from Poonah, and the dismission 
of the respectable Keysho Rao Ramchunder, and requesting the commands of the 
resplendent presence, and desinng to be informed of the secret views and wishes 
of that founder of the basis, regarding future councils and arrangements, was 
written by the pen of amity. It is probable that its contents have become the 
medium of intelligence and information, and that the dismission of the aforesaid 
respectable person will already have been granted 
At this tilde on the 18th of Zekaud (March 15th) the aforesaid ministers arrived 
in safety at Nagpore, and they were accompanied by Narrain Rao Beyd on the 
part of Rao Pundit Purdhaun Baijy Rao, and by Wunkut Rao the vakeel of Ash- 
wunt Rao Holkar, who reached this place on the same day On the 25th of the 
same month also (March 20th) Idoo Rao Bashker the plenipotentiary minister of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah armed and had an interview with me; and in our public 
and private meetings they have repeatedly observed, in enumerating the circum- 
stances which were entrusted to their verbal communication, that the causes of 
their mutual enmity and difference are perfectly evident, and do not require a 
particular detail That by the grace of God, their respective masters regard me 
to be as venerable and illustrious as their parents , and that they conceive me to 
be wise and thoroughly informed on all matters, and on all occasions , and as 


* Sirgoojah is a small district belonging to the Rajah of Berar, on the north- 
eastern frontier of his dominions, from whence predatory incursions were con- 
tinually made into the contiguous British possessions, and the repeated remon- 
strances of the Bntish Government having proved unavailing, a detachment of 
British troops was employed for the suppression of these outrages, 
t Prime Minister of his Highness the Nizam. 
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united in the prosperity and adversity of the state of Rao Pundit Purdhaun. 
Adverting to which, they never would depart from that line oi policy and counsel 
which I might devise for the removal and eradication of their mutual enmity and 
dissatisfaction, and for the establishment of a plan for the adjustment of the state 
and government of Rao Pundit Purdhaun. 

In a similar manner also, my ministers Shreedhur Pundit and Kishen Rao 
Chitnaveese have represented to me the secrets of the mind of Ashwunt Rao 
Hollar, in consequence of which, after ascertaining their objects and intentions, 
and having aej^justed a plan for the union of Semdiah and Holkar, I deputed 
Ashwunt Rao Ramchundcr and Wunkut Rao the vakeel to Holkar , and m com- 
pliance with the earnest solicitation and desne of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the 
urgent csntreaties of Judhoo Rao Bashker, my entering my tents has been settled 
for the 23d of Zehedge (16th April.) 

After a meeting shall have taken place, and an arrangement for the reconciliation 
and union between Scindiah and Holkar have been effected, a specific plan for the 
adjustment of the state and government of Rao Pundit Purdhaun, such as the 
honour and integrity of the Rauj indispensably calls for, and is calculated for the 
prosperity of the country and cities, and the happiness of mankind at large, shall, 
with a due attention to the complexion of the times be maturely devised and 
executed 

Of this, a communication shall assuredly be made by the pen of affection, and as 
the permanence and settlement of the Peishwaship is designed and intended by 
the fragrant mind of the resplendent presenoe'fnd by that launder of the basis, in 
consideration of the ancient alliance and and as in fact the knowledge 

of this circumstance is regarded as the cause of lability to the several states and 
the source of boundless advantage, to communicate particularly advice and counsel 
on such a subject is a proof of our intimate union an^ harmony 

Other circumstances will become known to you by the verbal representations of 
the respectable Madboo Rao and Keysho Rao Ramchundcr , and you will augment 
the happiness of my heart, the seat of friendship, by the transmission of letters 
communicating your welfare and the state of your councils. 

May the days of your happiness and felicity be eternal. 

A true translation 

(Signed) Henry Russiaii, 

Secretary to the Resident, 

N. B, A letter precisely of the same tenor and date as the above from the Rajah 
of Berar*s ministers Shreedhur Pundit and Kishen Rao Chitnaveese to Auzim ul 
Omrab 

(Signed) H R. Secretarv, 


APPENDIX N. 

General Orders by the Cornmander-m-^Chnf 

Head Quaitens, Camp near I.asswarcc, 
November 4th, 

The Commander-m-Chief congratulates the army, on the brilliant lesult of the 
action of the 1st instant, although his Excellency must ever lament the loss of so 
many brave officers and men 

The supenonty of numbers, aided by a strong position and most formidable 
artillery, which they had to encounter after a fatiguing march of twenty-five miles, 
were circumstances to have discouraged an army less brave, more particularly 
when the obstinate and determined resistance of the enemy is considered 

While his Excellency offers his best thanks and acknowledgments to the whole 
of the army engaged, he feels it a tribute of justice to express his warmest thanks 
and giatitudeto Colonel Macan, Captain Wade, Captain Elliott, and the officers 
and men of his M^‘esty's29th dragoons, and 4th regiment native cavahy j to M^jor 
Me Leod, Captain Robertson, and officers and men of lus Majesty’s 76th regiment, 
fw the conspicuou.i gallantry which they displayed, and to Colonel White, and 
officers and men of the detachment of the 10th legurent, and to Major Gfl-egory, 
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and officers and men of the second battalion of the I2th regiment, for the timely 
and gallant advance to the support of the 76th regiment. 

On this, as on every former occasion, hisExceUency beheld with admiration, the 
heroic behaviour of the 76th regiment, whose gallantry must ever leave a lasting 
impression of gratitude upon his mind. 

His Excellency’s best thanks and acknowledgments are due to the whole of the 
cavalry who were engaged m the morning of the 1st of November, for the intre- 
pidity and courage which they displayed. 

The cavalry Ropers were served in a manner to reflect great credit on the 
officers in charge of them, and on the men who managed them 

(Signed) J. Gerard, 

Adjutant-General. 


General Orders by the Gevermr and Captaiti-GeneraL 

Fort Wilham, November 13th, 1803. 

A royal salute and three vollies of musquetry to be fired at all the stations of the 
army, in honour of the glorious and important victory obtained on the 1st of 
November 1803, near Laswaree in Hmdostan, by the army under the personal 
command of his Excellency General Lake, over a large body of the enemy’s regular 
infantry and cavalry, in which the enemy were entirely defeated, with the loss of 
all their guns, tumbnls, and baggage 

By command of his Excellency, 

(Signed) J Armstrong, 

Actmg Military Secretary 


General Orders by the Governor and Captain^GeneraL 

Fort Wilham, December 23d, 1803. 

A royal salute to be filed from the ramparts of Fort William immediately, and 
three vollies of musquetry by the troops in garrison, at sun-set this evening, in 
‘lonour of the signal victory obtained on the 29th of November 1803, on the plains 
if Argaum, by the army, under the immediate command of the honourable Major 
General Wellesley, together with the subsidiary force serving with the Soubahdar 
»f the Deccan, over the combined armies of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the Rajah 
)f Berar, in which the enemy was completely defeated, with the loss' of their 
cannon, ammunition, &c. 

Vast numbers of the enemy were killed The loss sustained by the Bntish army 
has not been great No officers have been killed, and but few wounded. 

Extra batta to be served to the European tioops m garrison 
By his Excellency’s command, 

(Signed) J Armstrong, 

Acting Military Secretary. 


APPENDIX O. 

Enahsures in a Letter from the Acting Resident at Poona, dated 20M 
of February, 

Received llth March, 1804 

Translation of the Declaration by his Excellency General Decam, Captain-General 
and Governor of the isles of Mauritius and Bourbon, and of tiicii dependencies, 
addressed to all the Chiefs of Hmdostan 

From the time when the English obtained possession of more than half of Hin* 
dostan, they have continually laboured to defame the chaiacter oi the French, and 



APPENDIX- 


hate endefltvoured to perstiade you that we are a/faithless and a perfidious people. 
T^ithout noticing the gross fiedsity of this assertion, 1 will withdraw the veil with 
which they l^ave hitherto concetded thdr cunning. 

Be it known unto you, that, at a time when the French nation was convulsed by 
Internal contests, the English endeavoured to extend the fiames of civU. discord, as 
thev had before done in Hindostan ; but they did not accomplish their infernal 
object. Aware of their treadierous designs, we composed our animosities, and 
cordhOdy uniting with each other, we attacked them with so much vigour that they 
were compelled to c<msent to terms of peace. Of this circumstance you have 
doubtless been already informed. 

You have observed the line of conduct which the English pursue in Hindostan ; 
you have witnessed the treachery by which they obtained possession of Bengal and 
Behar ; you have seen their tyranny and cruelty in expelling Rajah Cheyt Sing 
from Benares ; their savage and unmanly treatment of the unhappy Begems at 
Fjraabad; their injustice and violence m wresting from their rightful owners the 
countries of Oude, Arcot, and Surat ; their fraud and rapadty In seising the tern*, 
tones of Tippoo Sultaun ; and, lastly, the unjust and aggressive war in which they 
are now engaged with the Mahratta Chieftains. 

Had you opposed their first attadc with the same spirit as ourselves, they would 
not have now had it in their power to exmjdse Idieir tyrannical and oppressive 
sway over the countries of Hindostan.* * 

A remedy may be found. Your enemies no means numerous. In the 
whole of Hindostan there are mily a frw thomndi raosainder df thdr fbrce 
condsts of native soldiers, your own subjeels, 

Tdl those deceived and unfortuxuite persons, thst they wiU hereafter be ac-« 
countable to God, the Prophets, and the Cl'aooor) ddttei, for thus drawing their 
swords against Iheir liege sovereigns. 

Ye chiefr, descended from the stock of the andent kings and rulers of Hln- 
dostan, know your own pow€i>—you have hearts, and soldiers, and treasures. 

Attack them vdth your united force, and liberate Hindostan from their violence, 
oppressions, and tyranny 

Farewdll direct your observation to Ceylon; imitate the example which the 
inhabitants of that island have placed before you, and the plan which they have 
pursued, 

N.B, The three other enclosures are precisely to the same effect. 
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MILITARY RETURNS. 

Abstract Statement, shewing^ the strength in Non CommMoned Rank and 
^ile, and distribution of the Forces in the Field under Lieutenaat-Geucral 
Stuart , detached with the Honourable Major-General Wellesley j the 
Subsidiary Force under Colonel Stevenson | the detachment at Hy- 
derabad, commanded by Major Irton ; and of the Troops stationed under 
Colonel Montresor, in Malabar and Canara. 


State of the Army in the Do-ah under Lieutenant-General Stuart 


Corps. 


His M^esty’s 25th dragns. 1st and 2d regts. of 
Madras native cavalry .... 

Detachments of 1st and 2d battals. of Madras artil. 
I'ive comps, of his Majesty*s 33d regt, 73d and 7 
comps of 80th regts. The4thregt I batt lOth 
1 batt. 12th and I batt. 17th regt. Mad. N Inf. 

Total (sick.hnd well) 


I Non Commissioned Drums 


Rank and File. 

Europ. 

Natives. 

Total. 

431 

846 

1277 

251 


251 

1529 

4769 

6298 

2211 

5615 

782$ 


N.B. 535 Artillery Lascars and 620 pioneers are not included in the total. A 
detachment of 463 of the batt. 12th is stationed at Kempsfigur and employed in 
escorting treasure to Poona, but included above 


State of the Forces detached under Major-General the Honourable A, Wellesley 
(vnth Colonel Murray's Force ) 


H. M. 19th dragns the 4th, 5th, and 7th regts. of 
Madras native cavalry 

Detachts, of Madras andBombayArt. (fromSaonda). 
ILM. 74th regt. 3d regt. 1st batt. 2d 1st batt. 
Hth. 2d batt. 12th and 2d batt. 18th regt of 
Madras native infantry 


Total 

Under Colonel Murray from Bombay 

A detachment of Bombay artillery 
11. M. 78th and 5 comps 84th regt, 1st batt. 3d 
and a detacht. of Ist batt. 7th regt. Bombay 
native infantry .... 


Grand Total fsick and well) 


384 

1347 

1731 

173 


17.3 

668 

6631 

6299 

1225 

6978 

820,3 

93 


9.3 

1170 

1036 

2205 

2488 

8013 

10601 


N B. :r)7 Madras and 177 Bombay artillery Lascars, and 65S Madras pioneers 
are included in the total. The detachment of H. M 84th, one batt. of Madras, 
and one batt, ol Bombay sepoys are at Poonah 
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State of the Force sub^dued by hu Highness the Nizam, under Colonel Steve 9 m 7 i 

(m the Field,) 


Corps* 


The 3d and 6th regts. of Madras natiiye cavalry , 
Detachment of Ut and 2d Madras batt. arUU, 

H.M. Scots brig. 2d batt. 2d. 1st batt. 6th 2d. batt* 
7th. 2d batt. 9th. and llth regt. of Madras na« 
tive infantry ....... 


Total (sick and well) 


Non Commissioned Drums 
Rank and File. 

Europ. 

Natives. 

Total. 

4 

905 

909 

120 


120 

778 

6113 

6891 

902 

7018 

7920 


ISi.B. 276 Madras arldllery Lascars, and 212 Madras pioneers are not included 
in the state. 


State of Major Irton^s Detachment, now stationed at Hyderabad* 


A detachment of Madras artillery 

2d batt. 5th. and 2d. batt. XOth regt* Madras na^ 

28 


28 

tive infkntry ....... 

3 

1966 

1969 

Total (idek and weU) 

31 

1966 

"" 1997 


N.B. 47 Lascars of arlallery not included. 


State of the Forces serving under Colonel Montresor tn the Prmnnces of Malabar 

and Canara 


Detachment of Bombay artillery 

H.M. 77th regt. 3 comps. 80th, and Bombay Europ. 

166 


156 

regt. 2d batt. 1st Madras, and 2d 4tb. and 8th 
regts. 2d batt 3d. and 2d batt. 6th Bombay N I. 

1367 

' 7926 j 

9293 

Total (sick and well) 

1623 

7926 

9449 


N.B. 410 Bombay pioneers, 573 men of an irregular police corps in Malabar, 
and 100 of a police corps in Wynaad, and 314 Bombay artillery Lascars not in- 
cluded in the total Of the above force in Malabar and Canara, only 2025 
effective men could be assembled by Colonel Montresor for field service during 
the existing rebellion s as the troops in those provinces are distributed in detail 
through 32 statons, garrisons, and posts, to check the progress of insurrection. 


Meturn of the Killed and Wounded, at the Amult of Myghur, on the 
morning of the ith of September, 1803. 


•o Dragoons ; Artillery ; 76th Reg. ; 1st Bat. 4th N. Reg. , 2d 

Bat 4th N. Reg. 4 Comps. I7th Reg. Total killed and wounded— 2 Lt.-Cols. : X 
M&jor; 4 <^p., 8 Lts., 2 Ensigns ; 1 Soubahdar; 2 Jemadars , 16 Serjts. and Ha- 
vildars, 2 Drummers; 223 rank & file; 1 tmdal; 4 lascarsj and 6 horses. 

Names of Officers killed and wounded, ArtiU— Capt. Shipton, wounded. 76th 
Cameron, Lts. Flemming, Brown, Campbell, Lt. and Adi. 
St. Aubm. n ounded-^The Hon. Lt. Col. Monson, Maj. Me Leod, Lt. Sinclair, and 
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En. Fraser* 1st. Bat, 4th Keg. Killed — ^Lt. Turton. Wounded — ^Lt.-CoL Browne, 
C^pt Berne, Lt, Andr^, and En. Burgess* 4 Comps. 17th Reg Wounded-^CtLpt. 
Bagshaw, and Lt. Boscawen. 


Return of the Ordnance^ SfO. captured in the Fort of Allpghur, on the 4th 
of September^ 1803 . 

On the Rounee, or Faueeehraye, and on the circular Work before the Gates — ^Erass 
guns firom ll-pounder to a 9-pounder, 22 ; iron ditto from lO-pr to a 2-pr., 11 ; 
brass 6 inch howitzers, 4. On the Bastions . — ^Brass guns from a 20-pr to a 6 -pr., 
6 , iron ditto from a l7-pr to a 3-pr., 8 . On the Curtains . — ^Iron guns, the calibre 
not taken, 21 ; brass mortars 9 3-inch, 1. In the Arsenal yard, and not mounted. 
—Brass guns from a 3-pr. to a 2-pr., 3 ; ditto small, 2 ; iron guns from a 13-pr, 
to a 2-pr., 16 j ditto small, 4, brass mortars 11-mch, 1 ; iron wall pieces, 182. 

N . B There was not sufficient time to ascertam the exact condition of the above 
ordnance, so as to pronounce them serviceable, or unserviceable 

In the Arsenal yard is abundance of shot for the above guns, and some stone 
shells, but neither of them are yet counted. 

In the Magazine is a large quantity of gunpowder, not yet weighed. 

In the Arsenal is a great number of new arms and some accoutrements. Part 
of the arms are made after the European, and part after the country fashion ; the 
exact number of each not yet known. 

In the Store Rooms are miUtary stores of various kinds, but not at present 
examined. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded and Missing, in the Action before Delhi, of 
theWth of September, 1803. 

%7th Dragoons. Killed. — 1 Cor.j lQr.-Ma 8 t.; ISeij.; 9 Priv. Wounded-^ 
lCapt.-Lt., 1 Sej:^,; 17Pnv. Mtssing — 1 Priv. — Totid,32, 

Artillery, K%lledr^\ Sexj* $ 1 Corp. j 1 Matross , 1 Liascar. Wounded — Cap. ; 
I Seij. ; 1 Corp. 5 2 Gunn. ; 8 Matt, 5 2 Serangs 5 13 Las* Mnsmg — 1 Gunn, j 
1 Las. Total, 34. 

2<f Regiment K, Ceeodry. Wounde<i-^2 Cor. 5 1 Naik ; 14 Priv. Total 17. 

Zd Regiment K, Cavalry, Killed — 1 Majors 1 Havildar \ 5 Troopers. Wounded 
—1 Cor. i 1 Jemadar ; 1 Naik ; 9 Troopers. Total 19. 

76th Foot. Ktlled’^2 Seij. 5 3 Cor. 5 29 Priv. Wounded^l lieut 5 1 Seij. 5 
3 Corp. 5 93 Priv. Missing — 1 Corp. 5 5 Priv. Total, 138. 

2d Bait, 4th Regiment. Killed— 2 Havildars 5 1 Naik ; 9 Sepoys Wounded— 
1 Lieut, ; 2 Subrs. ; 2 Havs. ; 4 Naiks •, 1 Drumm. ; 69 Sepoys. Total 91. 

2d Bait, \2th Regiment. Killed — 1 Lieut. ; 1 Soub. ; 2 Havdrs. ; 1 Naik ; 3 
Drumrs*; 11 Sepoys. Wounded — 1 Soub. ; 1 Havr.; 2 Naiks; 32 Sepoys; 1 
Bhisty* Total 56* 

1^# Bait, 15M Regrment, Killed— \ Subr. ; 3 Sepoys. Wounded — Z Havs ; 1 
Naik , 8 Sepoys, Total, 16. 

2d Bait, \bth Regiment, Killed — 1 Lieut. ; 1 Drum 5 5 Sepoys. Wounded— 
9 Sepoys Total, 16. 

1«^ Bait, 2d Regiment, Killed — 1 Hav.; 1 Naik ; 1 Sepoy. Wounded — 1 Lieut.; 
1 Hav. ; 1 Naik ; 12 Sepoys. TotiQ, 18. 

2 Bait, 2d RegimenU Killed — 2 Hav. , 4 Sepoys, Wounded — 2 Ideuts. , 1 Hav.; 
1 Naik ; 1 8 Sepoys. Total, 28. 
l^t Bait, I4th Regiment, Wounded — 1 Hav. ; 12 Sepoys.^ 

Ruroyeans Killed, Wounded and Missing. Killed — 1 Maj. ; 1 Capt. ; 2 Lleuts. ; 
1 Cor. , 1 Qr.-Mast , 4 Sexjts. , 4 Corps ; 39 Pnvs. Wounded— \ Capt. ; 1 Capt,- 
Lieut ; 4 Lieuts. ; 3 Cor. ; 3 Seijs.; 4 Corps. ; 2 Gunrs., 118 Pnvs. Missing— 
1 Corp ; 1 Gunn. ; 6 Pnvs. Total, 197, 

Natives Killed, Wounded and Missing. Killed— 2 Sub ; 8 Havs , 3 Naiks ; 38 
Privs. ; 4 Drumms. ; I Lascar Wounded— Z Sub.; 1 Jemadar, 9 Havs.; 1 1 Naiks ; 
191 Pnvs, ; 1 Drumm. ; 2 Serangs ; 13 Lascars , I Bhisty. Total, 288. 
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NavMM of Officers Killed and Wounded* A1f//ffrf---Major Middleton^ 3d teg* cav, ; 
Capt. McGregfor* Persian Interpreter in the held : Lieut* HU1| 2d bait* 12tn reg* , 
Lieut. Preston, 2d batt. 15th teg * ; Cornet Sanguine, 27th Dragoons } and Qr.-Mr. 
R* Richardson, 27th Dragoons. PP<wadeflP--Major-Gen. Ware j Cant. Matthews, 
artillery ; Capt«-Lieut Covell, 27th Dragoons , Lieut* MacDonald, 76th reg. ; 
Lieut. Wrottesley, 2d batt, 4th reg. ; Lleuts* Alden and Handott, 2d batt, 2d 
reg * ; Comets Crowe and Mather, 2d reg. cav. j Cornet Swindell, 3d reg. cav. 

J. OfiRauu, Adjutant-General. 


Report of the Ordnance ^ captured opposite Delhi on the llth of 

September, 1803, 

Two brass 20-pounderB; 5 ditto I8-pr. carronades ; 3 ditto 16-pr. ditto ; 3 iron 
12-pr. (French) ; 14 brass 6-pr. $ 1 iron 6-pr. $ 23 brass 4-pr. ; 5 ditto 3-pr. j 
4 iron 3-pr. ; 1 brass 8-inch mortar $ 1 ditto 84noh howitser ; 4 ditto 6-inch ditto ; 
2 ditto 5-8 ditto. Total 68 pieces of Cannon, of different natures; the whole 
mounted on field carriages, with lunbers and traces complete* 37 tumbrils 
complete, laden with ammunition ; 24 tumhidls blown up on the field of battle. 

N.B. Many tumbrils and ammunitiiou carriages abandoned by the enemy in 
the Jumnah and Nullah, not included above, 

Mmearks*^^he whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears*^ serviceable,** 
excepting one iron 12-pounder, and 1 ditto 3-pounder, wbicn are burst in firing* 

The iron guns are of Europe manufacture* The brass guns, mortanu and 
howitzers have been cast in India, one Portuguese S-pound^ excepted* Some 
bear an inscription of being made at Muttra ; o^ers at Dgeln, but the whole are 
evidently firom the design and execution of an European artist The dimensions 
are, in general, those of the French ^ the workmanship is of as high a finish as 
any m Company's Arsenal. 

Thirteen of the four-pounders have iron cylinders, or bores, over which it 
would seem, the metal was run in casting the piece ; for the adherence is so close, 
that no slit or chasm appears $ and notmng but the different colours of the two 
metals discover the junction. The iron cylinder, or bore, is composed of four 
longitudiual pieces of hammered iron, remarkably close, and neatly fitted 
throughout the bore. 

The whole of the pieces are furnished with well-made elevating screws j some 
are of the latest French improvement. And to the mortars and howitsers the 
same kind of elevating screws are, by a simple and ingenious adjustment, made 
to elevate the piece to any angle, and give either of them the double capacity of 
mortar and howitzer. 

The carriages are strong and good ; some are neatly made according to the 
French pattern. 

The tumbnls are very stout , but of the clumsy size and shape made by the 
Company in their arsenal about twenty years ago , some, however, have the 
modem draft chain, whilst others have retmned the trace made^of green hide* 

The ammunition, both round and grape, differs from that made in the Com- 
pany’s arsenal, insomuch as that the bags are of cotton instead ^f serge, and not 
fixed to bottoms with the shot j and also, that two sorts of grape are made use 
of after the French ordonnance,viz< large balls for great distances, and smaller 
balls for lesser distances. 

Chain shot rolled up into the shape of a ball, of the size of the bore of the 
piece, either mortar or howitzer, made part also of the enemy’s ammunition. 

John Horsforo, Lieut-Colonel, 

Commanding the Artillery in the Field. 
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A RetuTn i>f the JHAlled, Weunded e>nd Mtssing^^ of the Detachmefii under 
the Command of Major-General the Honourable Arthur JFeUeeley, at the 
Battle of Aesye, agrainst the Army of Dowlut Rao SdndiaK on Fridau 
the 2^ of S^tember^ 1803 . ^ 

Comprising Cavalry, H. M 19th regt. It. dragoons, H. C. 4th regt. N. Cav * 
H. C, 5th regt. do. , H C. 7th regt. do — Detachment of Arttll^, 1st batt. of 
the Madras Art ; 2d hat. do , Bombay Art. j attached to the Cav guns.—— Ewr. Iitf» 
H. M, 74th regt., H. M. 78th regt— iVhf. Inf 1st bat. 2d r^. N. I.; 1st bat! 
4th regt, do.; 1st bat. 8th regt. do. ; 1st bat. 10th regt. do.; 2d bat. 12th regt. 
do. ; pioneers, (1st. bat. of.) 

Killed --^Muroveans, Commimoned, 1 Lieut.-Col. 6 Captains, 2 Capt.,.Lieat. 12 
Lieut. 1 Volunteer. 

Ditto.— /Sr/ojf, 1 Lieut, and A^. 1 Non-Commis.— 12 Seij. 162 Rank and File, 
Ditto --^Natives, Olfficers, 5 Subahdars, 3 Jemidars, 13 Havildars, 4 trumpeters 
195 Rank and File, 8 Gun Lascars, 2 Puccallies Total 428. Officer*s horses 20* 
Regimental do 305. ’ 

Wounded -^Europeans, Commissioned, 1 Lieut.-Col, 2 Maj. 4 Capt. 2 Capt.-Lieut. 

17 Lieut. 3 Comets 

Ditto.— 1 Lieut, and Quarter Master, 1 Non.nn mmta 

34 Serj. 6 Trumpeters, 371 Rank and File. 

Ditto.— Nhiwes, Officers^ 12 Subahdars, 16 Jemidars, 39 Havildars, 6 Trum- 
peters, 686 Rank and File, 35 Gun Lascars, 2 Puccallies; — ^Total 1138. Regi- * 
mental horses 111. 

Aftmng —16 Rank and File, 2 Gun Lascars Total 18. Regimental horses 2. 


List of Officers Killed and Wounded at the Battle of Jssye, 23d Sep- 
tember, 1803 . 

H. M. 19th Lt Jfegf. — ^Lieut -Col. Maxwell, killed, eommandmg the Cavalry, 
Capt. R. Boyle, killed , Capts. Cathcart, Sale, Lieuts. Wilson, Young, wounded. 

4fA Nat Can.— Capt. H Mackay, killed, agent for pubhc cattle; Comet Mere- 
dith, wounded. 

bth Nat Coo.— Capt, J Colebrooke, wounded; Lieut Bonomi, killed, Ad- 
jutant; Lieut. Macleod, wounded. Quarter Master; Lieut. Darke 

7tA Nat Cav. — Capt. MacGregor, wounded. 

ls^ Batt. Artillery. — Capt.-Lieuts Steele, Fowler, Lieuts. Lindsay, Griffith, 
killed. 

B M. Wh Regt — Capt D. Aytone, A. Dyce, R. Macleod, Paymaster of the 
Regt. J. Maxwell, Lieuts. J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, J. Grant, R. Neilson, 
L Campbell, M. Moms , Volunteer G, Tew, not on the strength, but recom- 
mended for an Ensigncy, killed, M^or S. Swintou, Capt..Lieut, N.J. Moore, 
Lieuts J, A Mem, McMurdo, M. Shawe, Ensign B Keman, wounded. 

B. M. I8th Regt — Lieut. J. Douglas, killed; Capt.-Lieut. C. McKenme, 
lieut. J. Kinlock, J. Larkin, Ensign J. Bethune, Acting Adjutant, wounded. 

Isf Batt 2d N. I. — ^Lieut Brown, killed. 

Is# Batt. 4th JV. L— Lieut. Mavor, killed. 

Ij# Batt. Sth N. I, — ^Lieuts. Davie, Fair, Hunter, Desgraves, wounded. 

1st Batt. 10th N. /. — Lieuts Feme, killed ; Taylor, wounded. 

2d Batt. I2th N, I. — ^Lieut.-Col Macleod, Major McCally, Lieuts. Bowdler, 
Harvey, Smith, De Crez, wounded. 


A Return of Ordnance taken from the Enemy in the Battle of the 2Bd Sep- 
tember, 1803 . 

Howitzers Brass — ^Two 8-mch ; two 6 do, ; two 5^ do ; one 5 do. Total 7. 
Guns Brass — ^Six 18 pounders, 7 sixteen do.; one 12 do.; one 10 do ; three 
8 do. ; twenty-two 6 do. , four 4 do. ; twelve 3 do ; nine 2^ do. ; four 1 do. 
Total 69. 
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Guns Iron-Two 24 pounders; two 18 do.; three 16 do.; two 12 do., four 
9 do. ; five 6 do. ; four 4 do, Totsl 22 .— Total Ordnance of different descnp- 
tions 98. 

The number of tumbrils and quantity of ammunitions and stores taken cannot 
be ascertamed, as after the action and during the night, a great number of 
tumbrils were blown up. 

M. Beauman, 

Captain Commanding Artillery. 

Camp Assye, 29th September, 1803. 


Return ffthe Killed, JFounded, and Missing, in Lteutenam -General hah^s 
Jctimcfthe lOf^ October, 1803. 

Comprising ArhZlery — ^Killed 1 Gunner; Wounded* 1 lieut ; 2'Tindals; 1 Ha- 
vildar ; 1 Gunner ; 7 Privates ; 1 Gun Lascars. 2«i Baft, 9th Begt\^K» 1 Lieut. ; 
6 Sepoys ; W. 1 Lieut ; 3 Subahdars ; ,2 Haidars; 2 Naidcs; 44 Sepoys. Miss- 
mg, 1 Sepoy. Ut Batt I2th Regt , — | L^eat, j 2 Sepoys. Uf Bait, Ath Regt, 
— ^K. 2 Havildar 8 , 15 Sepoys. W. I I Lieut, j 1 Bnsiga; 1 Subahdar; 

2 Jemadars; 3 Havildars; 3 Naicks; 2 Ih^unMners ; 65 S^oys. M. 11 Sepoys. 
Isf Bait. I5th Begfp— K. 2 Sepoys, W. 1 licut. ; 1 Havildar ; 17 Sepoys.* M, 1 
HAviMar. 2 d Batt, IBth Regt,-^K I Havildax ; 1 Nakk ; 5 Sepoys. W. 18 Se- 
poys. M. I Naick ; I Sepoy. 2d Batt, 16fh Regt — K. 1 Sepoy. W. 4 Sepoys. 
Total— K. I Lieut.; 3 Havildars; 1 Naick j 1 Gunner, BOSepojs. W. 1 M^jor; 
5 Lieuts.; 1 I^asign; 4 Subahdars; 2 Jemadars; PTindals, 7 Havildars; 5 Naicks; 
l^Gunner; 2 Drummers; 7 Privates, 135 Sepoys; 7 Gun Lascars. M. 1 Ha- 
vildar; 1 Naick; 13 Sepoys. 

Names of the Officers Killed and Wounded 

.ifrfittery— Lieut Beagham wounded 2d Batt f)th Regt, — ^Lieut. Grant killed, 
lieut. Whittaker, wounded— since dead Ir# Batt, I2th iZegZ,— Lieut. Woolet. 
wounded. Ut Batt, lAth Regt — ^Major Thomas, Lieut. Rose, Ensign Oliver* 
wounded. Ut Batt, Ihth iZegt.— Lieut Perry, wounded 

J. Gerabd, Adjutant-General. 


Return of Ordnance, Ammvmtton, ^c. captured in the Fort of Agra, 

Camp at Agra, October 22, 1S03» 

Brass Gum.— One large gun. This is the famous piece known by the name of 
the Great Gun at Agra. It is said to be composed of many metals, including all 
the precious ones. Its ball measures 22 inches . such a one, if of cast-iron, 
weighs nearly 1500 lbs. One 72-pounder.— This gun is said to he of the same 
composition as the above one. One 20-pr. 5 one 10 do. ; five 9 do* $ one 8 do. ; 
nineteen 6 do. 3 six 5 do. ; seven 4 do. 3 two 3 do. 3 two 2 do. five 1 do. 3 two 18 
do. carronades 5 one 16 do. 5 one 8 do. carronade , one 3 do. galloper 5 two 2 do. 5 
one li do. 3 three 1 do. ; nine wall guns ; one 12 inch mortar ; one 8 do. ; one 6 
do. howitzer; one 5^ do.; one 4 2-5th8 do. Total, 76 brass guns, of different 
natures. 

Iron Guns, — One 32 pounder; one 24 do.; one 18 do,; tour 12 do.; one 10 
do 3 one 8 do. ; six 6 do. ; four 5 do. ; six 4 do. ; six 3 do. , six 2 do., four 1 do.; 
eleven 2 do. galloper 3 four H do. 3 four 1 do. ; 26 wall guns. Total, 86 iron 
guns, of different natures , 33 tumbrils. 

Abstract, — Brass pieces, of different natures, 76 3 iron do. 86 . Total, 162# 

Renmrks, — ^The brass pieces arc in general of the same manufacture as those 
taken in the camp and town. Of the iron ones, several are what are termed bar 
guns. 

I'hc whole are mounted, either on travelling carriages with cle\ ating screws, 
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or on country block carnages turning on a large pivot. Several spare carriages 
are ready to receive pieces which may be broken down. 

In the magazines are large quantities of gunpowder, shot> rockets, &c. but the 
precise weight and number not yet ascertained 

John Horsford, Lieut.-C-'lonel, 

Commanding the Artillery in the Field. 


Return of the Ordnance^ Ammunition, captured at the attack of the 
enemy’s Camp under the wuUs of the Fort, and in the Town of Agra. 

Camp, October 22, 180d. 

Two brass 16 p ‘unders ; sixteen do 6 do ; seven do. 4 do. ; one do. 3 do 5 all 
mounted on field carriages with limbers complete Total, 26 pieces of different 
natures, 26 tu abrils, laden with ammunition for the above, 29 ammunition 
carnages, ditto 

Hmoiks — ^ ne above ordnance appear to be perfectly "serviceable,** excepting 
one brass foui -pounder which is burst 

The whole of the pieces are of the same manufacture as those captured at 
Delhi. ^ 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of His Majesty’s and the Honourable 
Company’s Troops, under the command of Lieut. -^CoL Har court, from the 
2^th September to iAth October, 1803 . 

Detach, of Bengal Artillery. Wounded — ^European, 1 Lieut. J£ M. 22d Reg. 
24th Sept do. 1 IPriv. 5 14th Oct Killed — 1 Priv. Wd <—1 Capt , 8 Pnv. 1st Div. 
Madras European Reg. Kd — 1 Priv. Wd — 1 Seij 5 4 Privs. 1st Bat 2Qt& 
Bengal Reg. 1st Oct Wd. — ^Native, 1 Havildar ; I Pnv 2d ditto 20lh ditto, 1st 
Oct. Wti.— Native, 4 Priv DiWo, i4th Oct Kd, — ^Native, 3 Puv 1st Bat. 9t A 
Madras Reg. Ahmedpoor, 24th Sep. Wd. — ^Native, 1 Hav , 1 Pnv. Ditto, Beir- 
poorshuttumpoor, 1st Oct Kd — Native, 1 Pnv. Wd — 1 Subr. ; 1 Naigue ; 7 
Pnv. Ditto, at the Fort of Barrahutty, 14th Oct Wd — ^Native, 1 Pnv. \stBat. 
VM Madras Reg Ahmedpoor, 24th Sep Wd. — 1 Priv, 1st Oct ditto 7 Priv. 

Ditto, 14th Oct. European, X Capt 5 Native, 2 Jemadars, 1 Havildar; I Pnv. 
Total, Kd — European, 2; Native, 4 Wd. — ^European, 17 ; Native, 30. 

TPd.— Capt. Hurlstone, of H M.*s 22d Reg ; Capt Kenny, of the 1st Batt. 
19th Madras Reg. ; Lieut, Faithfull, of the Bengal Artillery 

George Farcoort, Lieut -Colonel, 
Commanding in Cuttack. 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of Hw Majesty’s and the Honourable 
Company’s Troops in the Assault of the Fort of Barrabutty on the \Ath 
October, under the command of Lieut -Ct net Har court. 

Laul-Baug Fort, Cuttack, Ociober 15, 1803 

Detach, of Bengal Art If owndetf— Europeans, 1 Lieut. Detach, of H. M 
2%d Beg* Killed — ^Europeans, 1 Pnv. Wd. — 1 Capt. ; 8 Privs Div. Madras 
European Reg, Kd — 1 Pnv. fid. — lSerj.;4Privs 20thBengalK’ Reg Ad . — 
Natives, 3 Pnvs 1st Batt 9tAReg Madras N I. Wd — ll*iiv, 1st Batt I9t/t 
Reg. Madras N /. BV— European, 1 Capt. , Natives, 2 Jemadars; I Havildar; 
9 Privs Total, Europeans, Ad 2 , Wd 16. Natives, Kd, 3 ; Wd 13 

If rf.-— Capt Huilstone, of H M's22dReg.; Capt. Kenny, of the 1st Batt. 
19th Reg, Madras N. I. ; Lieut Faithfull, of the Bengal Aitillery. 

Francis Thompson, Major of Brigrade. 
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Return of Killed, Wounded and Mimng^, in the Corps composing the Hubsi’- 
diary Force at the Siege of jisseer^ghur. 

1st Hatt» 6M 1 Rank and File, killed 1 Drmnincr, 4 ditto, wounded 
JJetarhn Corps of Pionm s,^\ Puckally, killed. 1 Pioneer, xvo muled. 

J» Coi.KlillOOKl-, 

Dep Adj.-Gen Subsidiary Force 
Camp, three miles south of Assecr-glmr, Oct. 20, 1803. 


Return of Officers and Men Killed and Wounded in the Action of Lasswaree^ 
the of November, 1803 

Comprising General Staff , 8th Regt Lt Drag.; 27th Regt. do. ; 29th Rogt. do. 
Tf'th Rtfet. Foot, Artillery, 1st Hcgt N. I , 2d Regt. do ; 3d Regt do , 4th 
Regt. do.; 6th Regt do , 2d Bat 9th Regt, N I , 2d Bat. ftth Regt. do , Kt 
Bat 12th do. , 2d Bat. 12th do , 1st Bat. 1 5th do ; 2d Bat 15th do ; 6 Comps. 
I6th do ; 1 Comp. 1st Bat. llth do 

KtUed^l May -Gen , 1 Col., 2 Miyors; I Capt ; 4 Lieut,; 2 Qr-Mnst; 
2 Cornets, 11 Serj., 4Matros8es, 67 Rank and File , 1 Subahdar, 7 Havildars, 
b Naicksj 60 Privates; 3 Lascars.— Total 172. 

1 Col.; 2 Lieut.-Cols, , 2 M^ors; 7 Capts.j 12 Lieuts. ; 3 Qr- 
Masters ; 2 Cornets and Ensigns ; 27 SeQS. ; 6 Matrosses ; 248 Rank and File , 
I Drummer; 4 Subahdarsj 7 Jemadars; 26 Havildars; 19 Naicks; 279 Privates, 
5 Lascars; 1 Beasties.— Total 652. 

Officers Killed tn the Action of the lai of November, 1803 ^ 

Major Gen. Charles Ware. Gmeml Major William Campbell, Dep. 

Mast Gen, j Lieut. Duval, Aide-de-Camp to the Commander in-Chlef. M, W 
LL Drag-.-^Col. T P Vandeleur, Capt. Story H 2iith Rcftt, Draff, 
Major Griffith, Comet Fitzgerald, Qr-Mast PhlUey, Qr-Mast MaGoughy 
\Ht /iefft N.C— Cornet Coxwell. H M. I^th JRefft — Lieut and Adj. Meulh, 
Lieut Hurd. Ut Bat, l^th Regt, N J —Lieut. Lambert 

Officers Wounded tn the Action of the Lf of November, 180.3 

Omeral .Vfy#— Lieut.-Col. Gerard, Adj -Gen ; Major G. A F Lake, Secretaiy 
to the Commander-in-Chief , Capt J Campbell, Gram Agent attached to Head 
Quarters, Lieut Ashurst, commanding the Escort with his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. H M.HtkRefft Lt Draff — Lieut Lyndon, since dead , I.ieut. 
Wellard. H M 27th JRefft Lt, Draff — Capt White, Capt Mylne, Capt Sundys, 
Lieut, Gore, Major of Brigade H M, 29ih Refft Lt, Draff — Lieut Holsteacl, siru e 
dead; Capt. Sloane, Lieut Thorne, Qr-Mast Tallen Uf Hcfft N, C— Lieut. 
Cornish 4fA Hcfft N. C — Lieut Reid f>th licfft N C, — Cornet Dickson, 
H M Ifjtk Rpffl h\ — Capt Robertson, Lieut. Marston, Lieut Wibnei, Lieut. 
Sinclair 1st Bat I2th Rcfft N I — ^Ensign Dalton. 2d Bat, }2thN,l, — Major 
Gregory, Capt Fletcher, Lieut Ryan Ui Bat Itith Rcfft.N, I — Col. Macdonald. 
2d Bat Wh Refft, N / — LieuL-Col. White, Ensign G. Dcaiie Hcathcote. 

J. Gerahi), Adjutant-General. 


Report of the Ordnance, l^c. Captured at Lasswaree on the of No>> 
vember, 1803 . 

Camp at Lasswaree, 3d November, 1803. 
On Brass 18 Pounder Carronadc, six do 16 do,, twe^ty-six do 6 Pounders; 
four do. 4 do , sixteen do. 3 do. , one do 2§ do , two Iron 16 do, , two do. 24 
do Gallopers, two do 1§ do ; two Brass 8-inch Mortars; one Brass 8-mch 
Howitzer , four do 6 do do , one do, h, 8 do do , one do 4 do do , two do 
'■>, 2 do do 7’hc vholc mounted on field carnages, with limbers and truci ^ fom 

plttc 
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Seventy-one pieces of cannon of different calibres. 

Sixty-four tumbrils complete, laden mth ammunition, and 44 stand of colours 
Ditto ditto blown up on the field of battle, the number not ascertained 
The whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears serviceable, with the ex- 
ception of eight pieces of small ordnance 
The iron guns are of European manufacture The brass guns, mortars, and 
howitzers have been cast in India, one Dutch six-pounder excepted. The dimen- 
sions are m general those of the French. The mortars and howitzers are furnished 
with elevating screws, made by a simple and mgenious adjustment, to give either 
of them the double capacity of mortar and howitzer, lie Ammunition is made 
up m the same manner as that taken at Delhi. 

Fifty-seven carts or hackrees laden with matchlocks, muskets, and stores, also 
twelve artificers* carts. 

J. RoBiirsoN, 

Captain Commanding the Artillery. 


Abstract of the Killed^ Wounded and Missings of the Troops under the 
command of Major-General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley ^ 07ithe29tk 
November m the Action, on the plains of Argaum, with the United 
Armies of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the Rajah of Berar, commanded by 
the Maharajah, and Munnoo Bappoo, brother to the Rajah of Berar. 

Major-Gen Wellesley’s Division. Europeans^killed, 13; wounded, 101. Natives 
—killed, 21 } wounded, 93 , missing, 4 Horses — ^killed, 6 ; wounded, 3 ; missing, 9 
The Nizam’s Subsidiary Force Europeans — ^killed, 2; wounded, 44; missing, 2. 
Natives — ^killed, 10 , wounded, 55, missing, 1. Horsc^kiUed, 18; wounded, 6; 
missing, 2. 

Officers PTomded, — Capt. J M. Vernon, 2d Batt. 12th Reg. N I. Lieut. Lang- 
lands, H.M *s 74th Reg , and Lieut. A Turner, 1st Batt. 3d Reg. N.I. 

Officers Wounded — Captains Burke, and Dahrymple, of the Artillery. Lieut. 
Bamby, 6th Reg Cavalry Lieutenants James Donald, John Robertson, and Fre- 
derick Campbell, of H. M ’s 94th Reg. 

B Barclay, 

Dep. Adj.-Gen. Mysore. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded and Missing, of the Troops under the 
command of Major-General the Honourable Arthur Welleuey, from the 
0th to the \hth of December 1803, inclusive, during the Siege and m 
the Storming of Gaioileghur. 

The Tioops composing the Honourable Major-General Wellesley’s Division of the 

Army 

H. M. 14th Reg — Wounded, 1 Corporal 
H U ISfhRe ^ — 1 Private 

Ut Butt. 2d Reg. N, I. — Wounded, 4 Sepoys. 

The 1-.# Batt 3d Reg. N. I— Wounded, 2 Sepoys. 

The 1st Batt $th Reg N. I — Wounded, 3 Sepoys 

The Ut Batt loth R^g N. 1.— Killed, 1 Havildar, Missing, 1 Sepoy 

The Troops composing the Subsidiary Force serving with His Highness the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan : 

Artillery — Killed, 1 Matross ; Wounded, I Corpdral , 1 Mattross, and 2 Gun 
Lascars 

H M, 94tk Reg. — Kd. 3 Rank and File Wd, 2 Serjs and 51 Rank and File. 
The 2d Batt. 2d Reg N I^Wd. 2 Sepoys. 

The Ut Batt. 6th Reg. N Xd. 1 Sepoy. Wd 5 ditto 
Phe 2d Batt. Itk Reg N /. — Xd 1 Lieut and 2 Sepoys Wd I Lieut 1 Havildar 
md 1 () Sepoys. 
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Tht* 2il Bait i)th N, I — KiL I Sepoy. JVd 2 ditto. 

The Ui Batt, 1 Ith N. 1 . — Kd 2 Sepoys, Wd 1 Lieut -Col and 6 Sepoys. 
Mi( 1 Sepoy, 

The 2d BatL lU/t N. 7.-- 1 Sepoy. Wd, 1 Havildai, and G Sepoys. 
Prnnem ^IVA, 1 Pnv, I Priv, 

Lieut. Young, of the 2d Batt. 7th Reg. N. I. mk Lieut.-CoL 
Kenny, Commanding the 1st Batt. IXth Reg. N. L and Lieut Parlby, of the 2d 
Batt. 7th Reg, N, L 

Abstract of the Killed, Wounded and M%ssing, 

The Hon. Maj.-Gen, Wellesley's Division. Ewropeans^wounded, 2. 'H^ative^ 
hilled, 1 ; wounded, 9 , missing, 1* The Troops composing the Sub. Force. Ewro- 
pean« — Skilled, 5 ; wounded, 57. Natives — Skilled, 7 ; wounded, 42 ; missing, 2. 

B. Barci<ay, 

Dept, Adjt- Gen m Mysore. 

Camp at Deogaum^ 16th December, 1803. 


Return of Ordnance, found in the Fort of 

Camp near Guyl-ghur, 16th December, 1803. 

Ordnance brass Guns, serviceable.— One 18 pounder j two 14 do.; one 12 do.; 
four 9 do. ; two 8 do. , two 6 do, , one 5 do, ; nine 4 do. ; five 8 do. ; one 2§ do. ; 
two 2 do.; two 15 do.; two 1 do, Ordnance brass Guns, unserviceable.— One 9 
pounder ; one 4 do. ; one 1 do, Ordnam iron Guns, serviceable.— One 9 pounder; 
one 1 do. Brass Mortars, ser^dcEeable.— One H4ncb* Brass Howitzers, service- 
ablev— One 10-lnch , one 8-mch. Malabar Guns of various Calibres found in the 
place.— Ten, Total number pieces of Ordnance found in the place, 62. 

Upwards of 2,000 stand of English Arms, 150 Wall Pieces, carrying from § to 1 
pound balls, and a vanety of country Arms, not yet collected. 

W. Burke, 

Capt. Comdg. Arty. Subsidmy Force. 


APPENDIX Q. 

List of Chiefs and States in Bindostan with whom Treaties have been oon^ 
eluded on the Part of the British Government, by Ms Excellency General 
Lake, Commander’‘%r^CMef, dfc. 

Rajah Runjeet Sing, *1 Treaty Signed 29th September, 1803. 

Rajah of Bhurtpo.e. J Ditto Ratified 22d October, 1803. 

DEFENSIVE 

Rajah Bukhtawur Sing, 1 Treaty Signed 14th November, 1803, 

Rajah of Macherry. j Ditto Ratified 19th December, 1803. 

DEFENSIVE. 

Rajah Juggut Sing, \ Treaty Signed 12th December, 1803. 

Rajah of Jynaghur. / Ditto Ratified 13th January, 1804. 

The Rajah engages that he never will entertain in his service any English or 
rrenchmen, or any Europeans, without the consent of the British Government. 

DEFENSIVE, 

Rajah Maun Sing, \ Treaty Signed 22d December, 1803. 

Rajah of Jodepoor / Ditto Ratified 13th January, 1804 
1 he same stipulation with regard to Frenchmen, and other Europeans, as the 
Rajuh of Jynaghui’s ticaty contains. 
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DEFENSIVE AND SUBSIDIARY. 

Rajah Keerut Sing, \ Treaty Signed 17th January, 1«04 
Rana of Gohud j Ditto Ratified 2d March, 1804 

Engages not to entertain any French or English subjects, or any Europeans in 
his service without the consent of the British Government. 

Three battalions of the honourable Company’s Sepoys to be permanently sta- 
tioned in the Rana’s dominions, for the protection of his country, for which the 
Rana is to pay to the Company, m monthly instalments, 25,000 sicca rupees for 
each battalion, amounting to the monthly sum of 75,000 rupees, or nine lacs of 
rupees annually. 


The treaty between Ambajee and the Bntish Government was signed on the 
22d December, 1803, and ratified on the 13th January, 1804 


APPENDIX R. 

The Marquess Wellesley tu the Right Hon H, Addington, 4^. 

(Private and Confidential ) — ^Extract 

My dear Addington, Barrackpore, Feb 12, 1803 

I return you many thanks for your kind letter marked “ Secret” of the 28th ot 
September 1802. You will perceive by my despatches to the Court of Directors, 
and by my ** Private” letter of this date to you, that I am entirely satisfied with 
the measures which you have taken for removing the diflBculties which opposed 
my further continuance m India Lord Castlereagh’s conduct and language arc 
also perfectly satisfactory, and I anticipate an able and successful administration of 
Indian affairs under his supenntendence 

The attack on the recent settlement of the Carnatic proceeds from the Nabob’s 
creditors, who would however have acted more wisely if they had remained quiet, 
and had trusted their cause to me At a proper season, after the confirmation of 
the treaty in England, I should have proposed a just settlement of their demands 
on the basis once proposed by me to the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, m a letter dated 
the 24th April 1799 * The Nabob peremptonly rejected that part of my plan in 
the same spint of profligate treachery which markcH all his proceedings ; and if 
the treasons of his faithless Highness had escaped with impumty, the creditors 
would have retained no better security for their claims than the Company for its 
subsidy. The new settlement affords an opportunity for providing funds for the 
gradual discharge of such part of the debt as may be deemed just and legal after 
a fbll enquiry by a competent authority , and my opinion always has been, that 
some enquiry of this desenption ought to precede any arrangement respecting the 
debts of the Nabob of the Carnatic The imprudence of the creditors will not 
induce me to oppose any just and reasonable arrangement, but I will never re- 
commend nor tacitly submit to any general acknowledgment of the legality of the 
whole debt ; many branches of it are certainly usurious, and connected with vio- 
lent outrages upon the Company’s legal authority , others may deserve considera- 
tion, and some are entitled to favour. The time is now arrived when it may be 
proper to institute an enquiry under the authority of Parliament, or of a com- 
mission with the aid of the local government of India I trust thau you will tread 
this ground with caution, since it would be equally unjust to burthen the public 
(i. e. the Company) with the whole debt, and to preclude all consideration of the 
claims of the creditors. 

The settlement of the Carnatic is, perhaps, the most salutary and useful mea- 
sure which has been adopted since the acquisition of the Dewanny of Bengal. The 
justice of the transaction is as unquestionable as its policy, and I confess that i 
never expected blame for any part of it, excepting the delay of judgment after full 
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f! 0 *i\ldblun of the cHmineU That delay proceeded from mixed ccmalderatlona of 
lenity and policy, and It afford* the mo*t Incontoitlble proof of the deliberation 
with which I proceeded# I am happy to hear that my cause (which la that of 
Great Britain in India) will hi «o honourably and ably defended j but I must aay, 
that *0 far from entertidnlng any apprehenilon of censure (for having saved the 
Interests of my countiy ftom the most atrocious of traitors, and for having ren- 
ted hU treasons a fmih source of wealth and power to the Company) I claim 
Brom public as great a tribute of gratitude, on account of my service in the 
resetm of the Carnatic, as 1 received for the conquest and settlement of Mysore. 
Perhaps, Indeed, l^e advantages secured in the Carnatic may be found, upon accu^ 
rate examination, to surpass those obtained In Mysore, and the difficulty of con- 
ducting the settlement in the Carnatic, was at least equal to that of the ncgotia- 
^ns and war with Tlppoo Sultaun, With regard to any other meditated attacks, 
It will be soon mough to think of them when they sliall appear in any distinct 
the state of every branch of this government, and the conscious sense of 
the moldves which have governed every measure of my administration, preclude 
me from anticipating any attack, which has not been distinctly announced, 

^ou will receive by this despatch, ved by the packet, the most ample 

dehills respecting Oude. My brother vto return to Euroji in ^e Swallow, 
I request’ you to read the doeum^is^ r^imlMllude trammittel by the fikgraph 
at youf^srllest leisure t for although I truilili|t the ^allm may btt despatched 
soon after the TaUgrapht it will be a great in your conversations with 

Mr. ■Wellesley, that you should previously liave ctmridered the correspondence with 
Oude. You may be assured that 1 continue to reposb the most cordial oonfi4^me 
m your public and private honour, nor have my sentdments of fHendshlp, kaod- 
ness, and personal respect, ever suffered the slightest abatement. The information 
which t hive received ftom various quarters, of the zeal, assiduity and fimniss 
wh. h have distinguished your support of my public character and public services 
In the present crisis, has not been lost upon my mind, but it has not in any degree 
excited an emotion of surprize. Whatever may be the vicissitudes of public 
affairs, 1 think 1 can rely on the immutable firmness of our friendsiiip. 1 have 
suffered the most seveie pain from witnessing, even at this distance, the diffeicnces 
which pmail between some of those peisons who must ever be the primary uli- 
jeets of my esteem and regal d, as well as of my most respectful attachment, f 
trust in God, that I shall never be called upon to decide upon a choice of political 
alternatives, wh;ch must involve my fnondship with one or cither of such pttrt*•al^ 
My greatest ambition, upon my return to Europe, would be, to bcccune the bond 
of union between them, and to be the instrument of reconciling tlioac who ought 
n^ver to have been divided. 'Having no personal objects to pursue, having been 
'moved from the scene of contention, and possessing, I trust, the confulunce of 
;dl my former friends, my endeavouis will be uniformly directed to produce such a 
co-operation among them as shall present the most formidable obstacle to the 
success of the enemies of the public safety* and of the establiahcd constitution. 
With these sentiments, I desire neither power, emolument nor honours upon my 
return to England ; my wish is* to preseive the rcgaid of my friemis for mya<if, 
and to preserve, or rather to restore their union for the preservation of the coun- 
try. In such a course, office or honoui swill not engage my attention, but I never 
will withhold my assistance from the public service, while the cause which has so 
long united us, shall demand my exertions. 

I congratulate you bji your prosperous state of finance in h ngland The finances 
of India will, ? tiust, far surpass your most sanguine expectations m the course of 
another year 

Believe me to be, my dear xXddington, 

youjs most atfectionatclv and sincerely, 

Wku.bsj.kv, 



